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AMERICA, 

FROM     ITS    FIRST    DISCOVERY, 
TO  the  COMMENCEMENT  of  the  PRESENT  CIVIL  WAR. 

PARTI. 
CHAPTER     I. 

America  firjl  difcovered  In  1492  hy  Colu??ihus.  His  propofal 
rejedtd  hy  fevsral  courts,  hut  adopted  hy  Ifahella  of  Spain, 
D  if  covers  Hifpaniola.  Mexico  conquered  by  Cortez.  Brief 
account  of  that  great  empire.  Peru  reduced,  wider  the  domi' 
nlon  of  Spain.  Extent  and  boundaries  of  America.  General 
defer Iptlon  thereof.     Account  of  the  antient  Indians. 

if""g    ^HIS  vafl  continent  of  America  was  entirely    1492. 
i         unknown  to  the  European,  and  ail  other   V-^v^*-^ 
!m^       nations  in  the  world,  till  the  year  1492, 
when  it  was  difcovered  by  Christopher  Colum-  Colum- 
Bus,  a  native  of  Genoa.     This  man,  having  fon;:e  ^;-^s,  ana- 
how  or  other  obtained  a  more  juft  notion  of  the  Q^^^oa 
figure  of  the  earth  than  moil  of  his  cotemporaries,  firft  a-' 
projected  a  fcheme  of  failing  to  the  Eafl  Indies  by  dopts  the 
direding  his  courfe  Weflv/ard.     The  reafon  he  had  ^c^eme  of 
for  fo  llrange  a  projed  was  indeed  the  errors  in  the  ?!^^    "| 
maps  which  were  made  of  thofe  Eaflern  countries  f^j.  ^\^^ 
at  that  time  ;  for  by  thein  the  Eaft  Indies  were  placed  Eail-in- 
fo   very  far  to  the  Eailward,  that  it  appeared  to  ^,its, 
Columbus,  the  navigation  mull  go  a  great  deal  more  ^^'^^,' 
than  half  round  the  globe  before  they  could  corne  at  ^      ^' 
any  part  of  them.     In  confequence  of  this  fuppoli- 
tion,  the  thought  was  very  rational,  *that  it  would 
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be  a  much  fhorter,  and  lefs  dangerous  voyage  to  fall 
Wefiward,  as  they  beUeved  they  would  fall  in  with 
the  Eaftern  parts  of  Afia  before  they  had  fail'd 
round  half  the  circumference  of  the  globe ;  as  no 
part  of  the  world  can  be  diltant  from  another  more 
than  half  this  circumference,  provided  the  fhortefl 
way  to  it  is  taken.  But  how  Columbus,  at  that 
time,  when  it  was  reckoned  a  m.ortal  herefy  to 
fay  that  the  earth  was  round,  came  to  have  no- 
tions fo  different  from  the  common,  and  not  only 
to  imagine  that  the  earth  was  fphericai,  but  that  its 
•lis  circumference  did  not  extend  to  a  certain  fpace, 

fcheme      ^ve  are  not  certainly  informed.    Be  this,  however, 
is  reje6l-   as  it  will,  Columbus  was  willing  that  his  own  conn- 
ed at  fe-    ^j.y  ihould  reap  the  benefits  of  his  fuperior  knowledge 
vera!  Lu-  -^^  ^j^-^  refpe£t :  and  therefore  he  communicated  his 
courts       ^^^^'  fcheme  to  the  court  of  Genoa,  who  rejeded  it 
l^ut  is  ta-  as  an  abfurdity.     He  then  applied  fucceflively  to  the 
ken  up      courts  of  France,  Britain,  and  Portugal ;    from  all 
bylfabel-  ^f  ^v^ich  he  met  With  a  reception  of  the  fame  kind  ; 
Spain       ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  mortification  to  find,  that  his  own  fupe- 
riority  of  knowledge  to  the  reft  of  mankind  only 
ferved  to  make  him  their  laughing  ftock.    At  laft  he 
applied  to  Spain,  where,  after  eight  years  attend- 
ance, perhaps  the  curiofity  natural  to  her  fex,  induced 
Queen  Ifabella  to  raife  money  on  her  jewels,  in  or- 
der to  defray  the  expence  of  his  expedition. 

Sets  fall,       In  1492,  then  Columbus  fet  fail  from  Spain,  with 

and  finds  three  fhips,  in  fearch  of  countries  hitherto  undifco- 

land  33     vered,  and  which  almolf  every  one  believed  to  exifl 

t-r'his"     ^^^y  ^^  imagination.     His  failors  were  with  great 

depar-      difficulty  kept  in  fubje6lioii ;  but  being  kept  in  hopes 

ture.         of  land,  fometimes  by  great  flights  of  birds,  and  at 

others,  by  obferving  quantities  of  weeds  floating  in 

the  fea,  they  were  kept  from  breaking  out  into  open 

mutiny,  till  the  difcovery  of  land,  after  a  voyage  of 

33  days,  put  an  end  to  their  fears.     In  this  voyage 

the  variation  of  the  compafs  was  firft  difcovered^ 

which  occafioned  fuch  an  alarm  among  Columbus's 
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failors,  that  they  were  with  difficulty  prevented  from 
throwing  him  overboard. 

Columbus  firft  landed  on  one  of  the  Baham.a  The  hi- 
iflands ;  but  finding  nothing  there  of  confequence,  ^^r 'J.^j, 
he  fleered  Southward,  where  he  difcovered  the  illand  ^i^  [|-f^ 
of  Hifpaniola,  which  promifmg  confiderable  quanti-  covered, 
ties  of  gold,  he  therefore  propofed  to  make  the  centre 
of  his  difcoveries  ;  and  having  left  fome  of  his  com- 
panions, as  the  bafis  of  a  new  colony,  he  returned 
to  Spain. 

On  his  return,  he  fotmd  no  difficulty  hi  procuring  Returns 
neceifaries  for  a  fecond  voyage.     A  fieet  of  17  fail  to  Spain, 
was  immediately  fitted  out,  and  1500  perfons,  fome  equips  a^ 
of  them  of  high  rank,  prepared  to  accompany  Co-  ^^_^^    ^^' 
lumbus,  nov/  when  they  hoped  to  Ihare  his  good  ^lakes  a 
fortune.     In  this  fecond  voyage  he  difcovered  moll  2d  and 
of  the  AVeit-India  iflands  ;  and  in  a  third,  he  difco-  3^  ^'^y- 
vered  the  continent  of  South  America,  failing   up  ^S^* 
the  river  Oronoko.     After  having  thus  difcovered 
the  continent,  and  made  fettlements  in  the  iflands 
of  America,  the  m.alice  of  his  enemies  prevailed  fo 
faragainfl  him.,  that  he  was  fent  to  Europe  in  irons. 
His  innocence,  however,  rot  the  better  of  their  ca- 
iumnics,  and  this  great  man  died  in  peace  at  Valla- 
dolid  in  1506. 

The  fucceeding  governors  of  Cuba  and  Hifpa-  The  ef- 
niola  rendered  themfelves    as   infamous    by  their  ft^^s  ct 
cruelties,  as  Columbus  bad  been  famous  for  his  vir-  ^^'^^"'c^'- 
tues.     Thefe  iflands  contained  mines  of  gold  ;  the 
Indians  only  knew  where  they  were   placed,   and 
the  extreme  avarice  of  the  Spaniards,  hurried  them, 
to  acts  of  the  mod:  fhocking  violence  and  cruelty 
againft  thofe   unhappy  men,  who,  they  believed, 
concealed  from  them  part  of  their  treaiure.     In  a 
few  days  they  depopulated  Hifpaniola,  which  con- 
tained three  milHons  of  inhabitants ;  and  Cuba,  that 
had  about  600, oco.     Bartholomew  de  la  Cafas,  a 
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TV'itnefs  of  thofe  barbarous  depopulations,  fays,  that 
the  Spaniards  went  out  with  their  dogs  to  hunt  after 
men.  The  unhappy  favages,'  ahnoll  naked  and 
uira^^med,  were  purfued  Uke  deer  into  the  thickell 
of  the  forelfs,  devoured  by  dogs,  killed  with  gun- 
Ihot,  or  furprized  and  burnt  in  their  habitations. 

The  em-       The  Spaniards  had  hitherto  only  vifited  the  conti- 
pire  of      nent :    but  conjediuring  that  this  part  of  the  new 
Mexico     y,:orld  would  afford  a  {till  more  valuable  conquell, 
b"  the      Fernando  Cortez  was  Sifpatched  from  Cuba  v/ith 
Spaniards  6oo  men,   1 8  horfes,  and  a  fmall  number  of  field 
pieces.     With  this  inconiiderable  force,  he  propofed 
and  actually  did  fubdue  the  mod  powerful  ftate  on 
the  continent  of  America:   this  was  the  empire  of 
Mexico  ;  rich,  powerful,  and  inhabited  by  millions 
of  Indians,    pafTionately    fond  of   war,    and   then 
headed  by  Montezuma,  whofe  fame  in  arms  flruck 
terror  into  the  neighbouring  nations,  and  extended 
A  dc-       over   one   half  the   globe.     This  empire  had  fub- 
fcription    filled  for  ages  ;  its  inhabitants  wxre  a  poliflied  and 
of  that      intelligent  people.     They  knew,  like  the  Egyptians 
empire,     of  old,  V\^hofe  wifdom  is  iiill  admired  in  this  particu- 
lar,   that  the   year   confifted  nearly  of  365   days. 
Their  fuperiority  in  military  affairs  vv^as  the  objeQ; 
of  admiration  and  terror  over  all  the  continent ;  and 
their  government,  founded  on  the  fure  bafis  of  laws 
combined  with  religion,  feemsd  to  bid  defiance  to 
time    itfelf.     Mexico,    the   capital   of  the   empire, 
lituated  in  the  middle  of  a  fpacious  lake,  was  the 
noblelt  m.onument  of  American  induilry  :   it  com- 
municated v/ith  the  continent  by  immenfe  caufev/ays, 
which  were   carried  through  the  lake.     The  city 
was   admired  for    its   buildings,    all   of  Hone,    its 
fquares  and  market-places,  the  ihops  which  glittered 
v/iih  gold  and  filver,  and  the  fumptuous  palaces  of 
Montezuma,  fome  ereded  on  columns  of  jafper,  and 
containing  whatever  was  moil  rare,  curious,  or  ufe- 
ful.     Coriez,  in  his  march,  met  with  feeble  oppoli- 
tion  from  the  nations  along  the  coalt  of  Mexico, 
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who  were  terrified  at  their  appearance.  Wherever 
the  Spapiards  marched,  they  fpared  no  age  or  fex, 
nothing  facred  or  profane.  At  laft,  the  inhabitants 
of  Tlafca,  and  fome  other  dates  on  the  coaft,  de- 
fpairing  of  being  able  to  oppofe  them,  entered  into 
their  aihance.  Cortez,  thus  re-inforced,  marched 
onv/ard  to  Mexico  :  and  in  his  progrefs  difcovered 
a  volcano  of  fulphur  and  fah-petre,  whence  he 
could  fuppiy  himfelf  with  powder.  Montezuma 
heard  of  his  progrefg,  without  daring  to  oppofe  it, 
though  he  commanded  30  vaifals,  of  whom  each 
could  appear  at  the  head  of  100,000  combatants, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows. 

By  fending  a  rich  prefent  of  gold  which  only 
whetted  the  Spanifli  avarice,  Montezuma  haftened 
the  approach  of  the   enemy.     No   oppofition  was 
made  to  their  entry  into  his  capital.     Cortez  had 
good  reafon,  however,  to  diftruft  the  aife&d  polite- 
nefs  of  this  emperor,  under  which  he  fufpeded  fome 
plot  for  his  deflruclion  to  be  concealed  ;  but  he  had 
no  pretence  for  violence  ;  Montezuma  loaded  him 
with  kindnefs,  and  with  gold  in  greater  quantities 
than  he  demanded,  and  his  palace  was  furrounded 
with  artillery,  the  mod  frightful  of  all  engines  to  the 
Americans.     At  lall  a  circumltance  fell  out  which 
afforded  Cortez  a  pretext  for  beginning  hoftiiities. 
In  order  to   fecure   a  communication  by  fea  to  re- 
ceive the  necelfary  reinforcements,  he  had  erected 
a  fort,  and  left  a  fmall  garrifon  behind  him  at  Vera 
Cruz,    which  has  fmce  become   an   emporium  of 
commerce    between  Europe     and   America.      He 
underflood  that  the  Americans   in  the  neighbour- 
hood had  attacked  this  garrifon  in  his  abfence,  and 
that  a  Spaniard  was  killed  in  the  adion,  that  Mon- 
tezuma himfelf  vs-as  privy  to  this  violence,  and  had 
iffued  orders  that  the  head  of  the  fiain  Spaniard 
Ihould  be  carried  through  his  provinces,  to  deflroy 
a  belief,  which  then  prevailed  among  them,  that  the 
Europeans   were  immortal.     Upon  receiving  this 

in- 
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inteHigence,  Cortez  went  in  perfon  to  the  emperor, 
attended  by  a  few  of  his  mofl  experienced  4)fficers. 
Montezuma  pleaded  innocence,  in  which  Cortez 
feemed  extremely  ready  to  believe  him,  chough  at 
the  fame  time  he  alledged  that  the  Spaniards   in 
general  would  never  be  perfuaded  of  it  unlefs  he 
returned  along  with  them  to  their  refidence,  which 
would  remove  all  jealoufy  between  the  two  nations. 
Thus  Montezuma,  in  the  middle  of  his  own  palace, 
and  furrounded  by  his  guards,  gave  himfelf  up  a 
prifoner,  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to  the  inclina- 
tion of  his  enemies.     Cortez  had  now  got  into  his' 
hand  an  engine  by  which  every  thing   might  be 
accomplilhed.     The  Americans  had  the  hlghefl  re- 
fpe6t,  or  rather  a  fuperftitious  veneration  for  their 
emperor.     Cortez,  therefore,  by  keeping  him  in 
his  power,  allowing  him  to  enjoy  every  mark  of 
royalty  but  his  freedom,  maintained  an  eafy  fove« 
reignty  over  Mexico,  by  governing  its  prince.    Did 
the  Mexicans,  grown  familiar  with  the  Spaniards, 
begin  to  abate  of  their  refpecl  ?    Montezuma  w^as 
the  hrfl  to  teach  them  more  politenefs.     Was  there 
a  tumult,  excited  through  the  cruelty  or  avarice  of 
the  Spaniards  ?    Montezuma  afcended    the  battle- 
ments of  his  prifon,  and  harangued  the  Mexicans 
into  order  and  fubmifiion.     This  farce  continued  a 
long  while  ;  but  on  one  of  tliefe  occafions,  a  ilone 
from  an  unknown  hand,  ftruck  the  emperor  on  the 
temple,  which  in  a  few  days  occahoned  his  death. 
The  Mexicans,  now  eleded  a  new  prince,  the  fa- 
mous Gatimozin,  who  fr-om  the  beginning  difco- 
vered  an  inplacable  animofity  againlb  the  SpaniHi 
name.     Under  his  conduct  the  unhappy  Mexicans 
rufhed  againft  thofe  very  men,  whom  a  little  before 
they  had  offered  to  worihip.     The  Spaniards,  how- 
ever, by  the  dextrous  management  of  Cortez,  were 
too  firmly  eftablifhed  to  be  expelled  from  Mexico. 
The  immenfe   tribute  which  the   grandees  of  this 
country  had  agreed  to  pay  to  the  crown  of  Spain, 
amounted  to  600,000  marks  of  pure  gold,  befides 
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an  amazing  quantity  of  precious  ftones,  a  fifth  part 
of  which  was  diilributed  among  the  foldiers,  flimu- 
lated  their  avarice  and  their  courage,  and  made 
them  wiUing  to  perifh  rather  than  part  with  fo  pre- 
cious a  booty.  The  Mexicans,  however,  made  no 
fmall  efforts  for  independence  ;  but  all  their  valour, 
and  defpair  itfelf,  gave  way  before  what  they  called 
the  Spaniih  thunder.  '  Gatimozin  and  the  empreis 
were  taken  prifoners.  This  was  the  prince  who, 
when  he  lay  ilretched  on  burning  coals,  by  order 
of  one  of  the  receivers  of  the  King  of  Spain's  ex- 
chequer, who  inflidled  the  torture  to  make  him  dif- 
cover  into  what  part  of  the  lake  he  had  thrown  his 
riches,  faid  to  his  high  priefl,  condemned  to  the 
fame  punifhment,  and  making  hideous  cries,  "  Do 
you  take  me  to  he  on  a  bed  of  rofes  r"  The  high 
priefl  remained  filent,  and  died  in  an  a6t  of  obe- 
dience to  his  fovereign.  Cortez,  by  getting  a  fe- 
cond  emperor  into  his  hands,  made  a  complete  con- 
quefl  of  Mexico  ;  with  w^hich  the  Caftille  D'Or, 
Darien,  and  other  provinces,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Spaniards. 

While  Cortez,  and  his  foldiers,  were  employed  The  Fe- 
in  reducing  Mexico,   they  got  intelligence  of  the  ruvian 
empire  of  Peru,  which  extended  in  length  near  30  jFj^PJ^^* 
degrees,  and  was  the  only  other  country  in  Ame-  ^^  ^^^ 
rica,  which  deferved  the. name  of  a  civihzed  king-  Spanlfh 
dom.    This  extenfive  country,  more  important  than  yoke. 
Mexico  itfelf,  was  reduced  by  the  endeavours,  and 
at  the  expence,  of  three  private  perfons.   The  names 
of   thefe  were,    Francis  Pizarro,    Almagro,    and 
Lucques,  a  priefl,  and  a  man  of  confiderable  for-  ^ 
tune.     The  two  former  were  natives  of  Panama, 
men  of  low  education.     Pizarro,  could  neither  read 
nor  write.     They  failed  over  into  Spain,  and  with- 
out difficulty,  obtained  a  grant  of  what  they  ihould 
conquer.     Pizarro  then  let  out  for  the  conquefl  of 
Peru,  with  250  foot,  60  horfe,  and  12  fmall  pieces 
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of  cannon,  drawn  by  fiaves  from  the  conquered 
countries. 

Some  ac-  Mango  Capac,  the  founder  of  the  Peruvian  em- 
count  of  pire,  having  obferved  that  the  people  of  Peru  were 
naturally  fuperflitious,  and  had  a  particular  vene- 
ration for  the  fun,  pretended  to  be  defcended  from 
that  luminary,  whofe  worfhip  he  was  fent  to  efta- 
blilh,  and  whofe  authority  he  was  entitled  to  bear. 
By  this  ftory,  he  eafily  deceived  a  credulous  people, 
and  brought  a  large  extent  of  territory  under  his 
jurifdidlion.  A  larger  flill  he  fubdued  by  his  arms ; 
but  both  the  force,  and  the  deceit,  he  employed 
for  the  moil  laudable  purpofes,  and  there  was  no 
part  of  America,  where  agriculture  and  the  arts 
were  fo  afliduoufly  cultivated,  and  where  the  people 
were  of  fo  mild  and  ingenuous  manners.  A  race 
of  princes  fucceeded  Mango,  diflinguifhed  by  the 
title  of  Yncas,  and  revered  by  the  people  as  the 
defcendants  of  their  great  God  the  Sun.  The 
twelfth  of  thefe  was  now  on  the  throne,  and  named 
Atabalipa.  His  father  Guaiana  Capac,  had  con- 
quered the  province  of  Quito,  which  now  makes  a 
part  of  Spanifh  Peru.  To  fecure  himfelf  in  the 
polfeflion,  he  had  married  the  daughter  of  the  natu- 
ral prince  of  that  country,  and  of  this  marriage  was 
fprung  Atabalipa.  His  elder  brother,  named  Huef- 
car,  of  a  different  mother,  had  claimed  the  fuccef- 
fion  to  the  whole  of  his  father's  dominions,  not 
excepting  Quito,  which  devolved  on  the  younger  by 
a  double  connexion.  A  civil  war  had  been  kindled 
on  this  account,  which  ended  in  favour  of  Ataba- 
lipa, who  detained  Huefcar,  as  a  prifoner,  in  the 
tower  of  Cufco,  the  capital  of  the  Peruvian  empire. 
Atabalipa,  inftead  of  oppofmg  the  Spaniards,  fet 
him.felf  to  procure  their  favour.  Pizarro,  however, 
whofe  temper  partook  of  the  meannefs  of  his  educa- 
tion, had  no  conception  of  dealing  gently  with  thofc 
he  called  Barbarians,     While  he  was  engaged  in 

con- 
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conference  therefore  with  Atabalipa,  his  men,  as 
they  had  been  previouily  inflruded,  furioully  at- 
tacked the  guards  of  that  prince,  and  having  but- 
chered 5000  of  them,  as  they  were  prefTmg  forward, 
without  regard  to  their  particular  fafety  to  defend 
the  facred  perfon  of  their  monarch,  feized  the  em- 
peror himfelf,  whom  they  carried  off  to  the  Spanifh 
quarters.     AtabaHpa  was  not  long  in  their  hands 
before  he  began  to  treat  of  his  ranfom.     On  this 
occafion,  the  ancient  ornaments,  amalTed  by  a  long 
line  of  magnificent  kings,  the  hallowed  treafures  of 
the  moll  magnificent  temples,  were  brought  out  to 
fave  him,  who  was  the  fupport  of  the  kingdom,  and 
of  the  religion.     While  Pizarro  was  engaged  in 
this  negociation,  by  which  he  propofed,  w^ithout 
releafing  the  emperor  to  get  into  his  poffeflion  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  his  beloved  gold,  the  arrival  of 
Almagro  caufed  fome  embarraffment  in  his  affairs. 
The  friendfhip,    or  rather   the    external   fhew  of 
friendfliip  between  thefe  men,  was  folely  founded 
on  the  principle  of  avarice.     When  their  interefts 
therefore  happened  to  interfere,  it  was  not  to  be 
thought  that  any  meafures  could  be  kept  between 
them.     Pizarro  expeded  to  enjoy  the  moft  confi- 
de r  able  fhare  of  the  treafure  arifmg  from  the  empe* 
ror's  ranfom,   becaufe  he  had  the  chief  hand  in 
acquiring  it.     Almagro  infilled  on  being  upon  an 
equal  footing ;  and  at  length,  left  the  common  caufe 
might  fuffer  by  any  rupture  between  them,  this 
difpofition  was  agreed  to.     The  ranfom  was  paid  in 
without  delay,  a  fum  exceeding  their  conception, 
but  not  capable  to  gratify  their  avarice.     It  exceed- 
ed 1,500,000!.  ilerling,  and  confidering  the  value 
of  money  at  that  time,  was  prodigious :    and  the 
dividend,  after  deducing  a  fifth  for  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  the  ihares  of  the  chief  commanders  and 
oiBcers,  to  each  private  foldier  was  above  2000 1. 
Englifti  money. 

The  immenfe  ranfom  was  only  a  farther  reafon 
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for  detaining  Atabalipa  in  confinement,  until  they 
dilcovered  whether  he  had  another  treafure  to  gra- 
tify their  avarice.  But  whether  they  beheved  he 
had  no  more  to  give,  and  were  unv/iihng  to  employ 
their  troops  in  guarding  a  prince,  from  whom  they 
exped:ed  no  farther  advantage,  or  that  Pizarro  had 
conceived  an  averfion  againlt  the  Peruvian  emperor, 
it  is  certain,  that  by  his  command  Atabalipa  was 
put  to  death.  Upon  the  death'  of  the  Ynca,  the 
principal  nobility  fet  up  the  full  brother  of  Huefcar ; 
Pizarro  fet  up  a  fon  of  Atabalipa ;  and  two  gene- 
rals of  the  Peruvians  endeavoured  to  eftabliih  them- 
felves  by  the  alTiflance  of  the  army,  /lliefe  dillrac- 
tioiis,  which  in  another  empire  would  have  been 
extremely  hurtful,  and  even  here  at  another  time, 
were  at  prefent  rather  advantageous  to  the  Peruvian 
affairs.  The  candidates  fought  againil  one  another, 
their  battles  accuflomed  the  harmlefs  people  to 
blood  ;  and  fuch  is  the  preference  of  a  fpirit  of  any 
kind  raifed  in  a  nation  to  total  lethargy,  that  in  the 
courfe  of  thofe  quarrels  among  themfelves,  the  in- 
habitants of  Peru    affumed  fome  courage  againit 

-  the  Spaniards,  whom  they  regarded  as  the  ultimate 
caufe  of  all  their  calamities.  The  loil'es  which  the 
Spaniards  met  with  in  thefe  quarrels,  though  incon- 

•  fiderable  in  themfelves,  were  rendered  dangerous, 
by  leifening  the  opinion  of  their  invincibility,  which 
they  were  careful  to  preferve  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  new  world.  This  confideration  engaged 
Pizarro  to  conclude  a  truce ;  and  this  interval  he 
employed  in  laying  the  foundations  of  the  famous 
city  of  Lima,  and  in  fettling  »the  Spaniards  in  the 
country.  But  as  foon  as  a  favourable  opportunity 
offered,  he  renewed  the  war  againil  the  Indians., 
and  after  many  difficulties,  made  himfelf  mailer  of 
Cufco,  the  capital  of  the  empire.  While  he  was 
engaged  in  thefe  conqueils,  new  grants  and  fupplies 
arrived  from  Spain.  Pizarro  obtained  200  leagues 
along  the  fea-coa(l,  to  the  Southward  of  what  had 
been  before  granted,  and  Almagro  20a  leagues  to 
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the  Southward  of  PIzarro's  government.  This  di- 
vifion  occafioned  a  warm  difpute  between  them, 
each  reckoning  Cufco  within  his  own  diftrict.  But  , 
the- dexterity  of  Pizarro  brought  about  a  reconci- 
liation. He  perfuaded  his  rival,  that  the  country 
which  really  belonged  to  him,  lay  to  the  Southward 
of  Cufco,  and  that  it  was  no  way  inferior  in  riches, 
and  might  be  as  eafily  conquered  as  Peru.  He 
offered  him  his  aifillance  in  the  expedition,  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  which  he  did  not  even  call  in  queflion. 

Almagro,  that  he  might  have  the  honour  of  fub- 
duing  a  kingdom  for  himfelf,  lillened  to  his  advice  j 
and  penetrated  with  great  danger  and  difficulty, 
into  Chili  ;  lofmg  many  of  his  men  as  he  pafied 
over  mountains  of  an  immenfe  height,  and  always 
covered  with  fnow.  He  reduced,  however,  a  very 
Gonfiderable  part  of  this  country.  But  the  Peru- 
vians now  made  an  effort  for  regaining  their  capital, 
'  in  v/nich,  Pizarro  being  indifpofed,  and  Almagro 
removed  at  a  great  diltance,  they  were  well  nigh 
fuccefsful.  The  latter,  however,  no  fooner  got 
notice  of  the  fiege  of  Cufco,  than,  relinquiihing  all 
views  of  dillant  conquefls,  he  returned,  to  fecure 
the  grand  object  of  their  former  labours.  He 
raifed  the  fiege  with  great  flaughter  of  the  affailants: 
but  having  obtained  poffeflion  of  the  city,  he  was 
unwilling  to  give  it  up  to  Pizarro,  who  now  ap- 
proached with  an  army,  and  knew  of  no  other  enemy 
but  the  Peruvians.  This  difpute  occafioned  a  long 
and  bloody  flruggle  between  them,  in  which  the 
turns  of  fortune  were  various,  and  the  rcfentment 
fierce  on  both  fides,  becaufe  the  fate  of  the  van- 
quiihed  v/as  certain  death.  This  was  the  lot  of 
Ahiiagro,  who,  in  an  advanced  age,  fell  a  vidim  to 
the  fecurity  of  a  rival,  in  whofe  dangers  and  triumphs 
he  had  long  fliared,  and  with  whom,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  enterprize,  he  had  been  intimately 
conneded.  During  the  courfe-  of  this  civil  war, 
Kiany  Peruvians  fcrved  in  the  Spanifh  armies,  and 
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learned,  from  the  pradice  of  Chriftians,  to  butcher 
one  another.  That  bhnded  nation,  however,  at 
length  opened  their  eyes,  and  took  a  very  remark- 
able refolution.  They  faw  the  ferocity  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans, their  unextinguifhable  refentment  and 
avarice,  and  they  conjectured  that  thefe  pafiions 
would  never  permit  their  contefls  to  fubfide.  Let 
us  retire,  faid  they,  from  among  them,  let  us  fly  to 
our  mountains ;  they  will  fpeedily  deftroy  one  ano- 
ther, and  then  we  may  return  in  peace  to  our  for- 
mer habitations.  This  refolution  was  inftantly  put 
in  pradice ;  the  Peruvians  difperfed,  abd  left  the 
Spaniards  in  their  capital.  Had  the  force  on  each 
fide  been  exactly  equal,  this  fmgular  poHcy  of  the 
natives  of  Peru,  might  have  been  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs.  But  the  victory  of  Pizarro  put  an  end  to 
Almagro's  life,  and  the  hopes  of  the  Peruvians, 
who  have  never  fmce  ventured  to  make  head  againfl 
the  Spaniards. 

Pizarro,  now  fole  mafter  of  the  field,  and  of  the 
richell  empire  in  the  world,  was  ftill  urged  on  by 
his  ambition,  to  undertake  new  enterprizes.  The 
Southern  countries  of  America,  into  which  he  had 
fome  time  before  difpatched  Almagro,  offered  the 
richell  conquell.  Towards  this  quarter,  the  moun- 
tain of  Potofi,  compofed  of  entire  filver,  had  been 
difcovered,  the  fhell  of^^whkll' only  remains  at  pre- 
fent.  He  therefore  followed  the  tract  of  Almagro 
into  Chih,  and  reduced  another  part  of  that  country. 
Orellana,  one  of  his  commanders,  paffed  the  Andes, 
and  failed  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Ama- 
zons :  an  immenfe  navigation,  which  difcovered  a 
rich  and  delightful  country,  but  as  it  is  moftly  flat, 
and  therefore  not  abounding  in  minerals,  the 
Spaniards  then,  and  ever  fmce,  negleded  it. 

The  fuccefs  of  Columbus  foon  infpired.the  other 
European  nations  with  a  dehre  of  making  new  dif- 
coveries.     About  the  time  of  his  third  voyage,  the 
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Portugueze  difcovered  Brazil,  Sebaftian-Cabot,  a  Other 
native  of  Briftol  difcovered  the  North-Eaft  coafls,  ■^"''°" 
which  now  form  the  Britiih  Empire  in  America,  J^!" 

en  1  r"  1  powers^ 

and  Americus  Vefpunus,  a  merchant  of  Florence,  are  led  to 
failed  to  the  Southern  continent,  and  being  a  man  adopt 
of  addrefs,  had  the  honour  of  giving  his  name  to  Colum- 
this  quarter  of  the  globe.  busTfyf- 

This  great  Weftern  continent,  (now  denominated  Extent 
the  New  World,)    extends   from    the   80  degree  f^"^ 
North,  to  the  ^(^j  degree  Soudi  latitude  ;  and  where    ^^\^ 
its  breadth  is  known,  from  the  ^^  to  the  136  degree  America, 
of  Well  longitude,  from  London,    flretching   be- 
tween 8  and  9000  miles  in  length,  and  in  its  greatefb 
breadth  3690.     It  has  two  fummers  and  a  double 
winter,  and  enjoys  all  the  variety  of  climates  which 
the  earth  affords.     It  is  walhed  by  the  two  great 
oceans.     To  the  eaftward  it  has  the  Atlantic,  which 
divides  it  from  Europe  and  Africa.     To  the  well  it 
has  the  Pacific,  or  great  South-fea,  by  which  it  is 
•feparated  from  Afia.     By  thefe  feas  it  carries  on  a 
direct  commerce  with  the  other  three  parts  of  the 
world.     It  is  compofed  of  two  great  continents,  one 
on  the  North,  the  other  upon  the  South,  which 
are  joined  by  the  kingdom  of  Mexico,  which  forms 
a  fort  of  iflhmus  1500  miles  long,  and  in  one  part  at 
Darien,  fo  extremely  narrow,  as  to  make  the  com- 
munication between  the  two  oceans  by  no  means  dif- 
ficult, being  only  60  miles  over.     In  the  great  gulph, 
which    is  formed    between  the   ifthmus,    and  the 
Northern  and  Soutl/ern  continents,  lye  an  infinite 
multitude  of  iiland^,  many  of  them  large,  mod  of 
them  fertile,  and  denominated  the  Weil-Indies,  in 
contradillindion    to  the    countries   and  iflands   of 
Afia,   beyond  the  cape  of  Good-Hope,  which  are 
called  the  Eail-indies. 

Though  America  in  general   be  not  a   moun-  Moun- 
tainous country,  it  contains  the  greatefl  mountains  ^^^"^' 
in  the  world.     In  South   America  the  Andes,  or 
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Cordilleras,  run  from  North  to  South  along  the  coafl 
of  the  Pacific  ocean.  They  exceed  in  length  any 
chain  of  mountains  in  the  other  part  of  the  globe  ; 
extending  from  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  to  the 
freights  of  Magellan,  they  divide  the  whole  South- 
ern parts  of  America,  and  run  a  length  of  4300 
miles.  Their  height  is  as  remarkable  as  their  length, 
for  though  in  part  within  the  torrid  zone,  they  are 
conllantly  covered  with  fnow.  In  North  America, 
which  is  chiefly  compofed  of  gentle  afcents  or  level 
plains,  we  know  of  no  confiderable  mountains,  ex- 
cept thofe  towards  the  pole,  and  that  long  ridge 
which  lies  on  the  back  of  our  fettlements,  feparating 
our  colonies  from  Canada  and  Louihana,  which  we 
call  the  Apalachian,  or  Alegeney  mountains ;  if 
that  maybe  confidered  as  a  mountain,  which  upon 
one  fide  is  extremely  lofty,  but  upon  the  other  is 
nearly  on  a  level  with  the  rell  of  the  country. 

Rivers.  America  is,  without  queflion,that  part  of  the  globe 

which  is  beft  watered  ;  and  that  not  only  for  the  fup- 
port  of  life,  and  ail  the  purpofes  of  fertility,  but  tor 
the  convenience  of  trade,  and  the  intcrcourfe  of 
each  part  with  the  others.  In  North  America,  thofe 
vafl  tra£ts  of  country,  fituated  beyond  the  Apalachian 
mountains,  at  an  immenfe  and  unknown  diftance 
from  the  ocean,  are  watered  by  the  inland  feas,  cal- 
led the  Lakes  of  Canada,  which  not  only  communi- 
cate with  each  other,  but  give  rife  to  feveral  great 
rivers,  particularly  theMiillhppi,  running  from  North 
to  South  till  it  falls  into  the  ^uiph  of  Mexico,  after  a 
courfe,  including  its  turnings,  of  4500  miles,  and 
receiving  in  its  progrefs  the  valt  tribute  of  the  Il- 
linois, the  Mifaures,  Ohio,  and  other  great  rivers, 
fcarcely  inferior  to  die  Rhine,  or  the  Danube  ;  and 
on  the  North,  the  river  St  Laurence,  running  a  con- 
trary courfe  from  the  Miilifippi,  till  it  empties  itfelf 
into  the  ocean  r.<ear  Newfoundland,  all  of  them  be- 
ing almoft  navigable  to  their  heads,  lay  open  the  in- 
moll  recelfes   of  this  great  continent,  and  afibrd 
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fuch  an  inlet  for  commerce,  as  are  capable  of  pro- 
ducing the  greateft  advantages.  The  Eaftern  fide 
of  North  America,  which  makes  a  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  empire,  befides  the  noble  rivers  Hudfon,  Dela- 
ware, Sufquehana  and  Potowmack,  fupplies  feveral 
others  of  great  depth,  length,  and  commodious 
navigation. 

South  America  fupplies  much  the  two  largefl: 
rivers  (excepting  the  Millifippi)  in  the  world,  the 
river  of  Amazones,  and  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  or  Plate 
River.  The  firfl  rifmg  in  Peru,  not  far  from  the 
South-Sea,  pafles  from  Weft  to  Eaft,  and  falls  into 
the  ocean  between  Brazil  and  Guiana,  after  a  courfe 
of  more  than  3000  miles,  in  which  it  receives  a 
prodigious  number  of  great  and  navigable  riversc 
The  Rio  de  la  Plata,  rifes  in  the  heart  of  the  coun-- 
try,  and  having  its  ftrength  gradually  augmented^ 
by  an  accellion  of  many  powerful  ftreams,  difcharges 
itfelf  with  fuch  vehemence  into  the  fea,  as  to  make 
it  tafte  frefli  for  many  leagues  from  land.  Befides 
thefe  there  are  other  rivers  in  South  America,  of 
which  the  Oronoko  is  the  moft  confiderable. 

This  country  produces  moft  of  the  metals,  min-  Produce, 
erals,  plants,  drugs,  fruits,  trees,  and  wood,  to  be 
met  with  in  the  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  many 
of  them  in  greater  quantities  and  higher  perfection. 
The  gold  and  filver  of  America  has  fupplied  Europe 
with  fuch  immenfe  quantities  of  thofe  valuablr. 
metals,  that  they  are  become  vaftly  more  common  ; 
and  the  gold  and  filver  of  Europe  now  bears  little 
proportion  to  the  high  price  fet  upon  them  before 
the  difcovery  of  America. 

Diamonds,  pearls,  emeralds,  amethyfts,  and  other 
valuable  ftones,  are  hkewife  produced  here,  which 
by  being  brought   into  Europe,  have  contributed  ^ 

to  lower  their  value ;  and  which,  before  the  dif- 
feovery  of  America,  we  were  forced  to  buy  at  an  ex- 
travagant 
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travagant  rate  from  Afia,  and  Africa,  through  the 
hands  of  the  Venetians  and  Genoefe,  who  thenen- 
groifed  the  trade  of  the  Eaflern  World. 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  hiflory  of  the  Britifii 
fettlements  in  America,  however,  it  will  be  proper 
to  give  fome  account  of  the  original  inhabitants  of 
thofe  provinces  which  are  now  inhabited  by  our 
own  countrymen  ;  as  the  culloms  of  thofe  Indians 
are  fo  very  unlike  thofe  of  any  other  nation,  that  an 
account  of  them  cannot  fail  to  be  entertaining. 

Ancient  The  bodies  of  the  Indians  in  general,  where  the 
Indians,  rays  of  the  fun  are  not  too  violent,  are  uncommonly 
their  ftraight  and  well  proportioned.  Their  mufcles  are 
bchavi-  ^^^  ^^^  ftrong ;  their  bodies  and  heads  fiattifh, 
our.  which  is  the  effed  of  art ;  their  features  are  regular, 

but  their  countenances  fierce,  their  hair  long,  black, 
lank,  and  as  ftrong  as  that  of  a  horfe.  The  colour 
of  their  ikin  is  a  reddifli  brown,  admired  among 
them,  and  heightened  by  the  conftant  ufe  of  bears 
fat  and  paint.  Their  behaviour  to  thofe  about  them 
is  regular,  modeft,  ond  refpedful.  Ignorant  of  the 
arts  of  amufement,  of  which  that  of  faying  trifles 
agreeably  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable,  they 
never  fpeak  but  when  they  have  fomething  impor- 
tant to  obferve ;  and  all  their  adions,  words,  and 
even  looks,  are  attended  with  fome  meaning.  As 
they  have  no  particular  object  to  attach  them  to  one 
place  rather  than  another,  they  fly  wherever  they  ex- 
pert to  find  the  neceflfaries  of  life  in  greateft  abun- 
dance. Cities  they  have  none.  The  diilerent 
tribes  or  nations  are  extremely  fmall,  when  compared 
with  civilized  focieties,  in  which  induftry,  arts,  agri- 
culture, and  commerce,  have  united  a  vaft  number 
of  individuals,  whom  a  complicated  luxury  renders 
ufeful  to  one  another.  Thefe  fmall  tribes  live  at  an 
immenfe  diftance  ;  they  are  feparated  by  a  defert 
frontier,  and  hid  in  the  bofom  of  impenetrable  and 
aimoft  boundlefs  forefts. 

There 
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There  is  eflabliflied  in  eachfociety  a  certain  fpecies  TKeir 
of  government,  which  over  the  whole  continent  of  ^^^^  °^ 
America  prevails  with  very  little  variation  5  becaufe  ^^^^^^ 
over  the  whole  of  this  continent  the  manners  and 
way  of  life  are  nearly  hmilar  and  uniform.     In 
every  fociety  there  is  to  be  confidered  the  powder 
of  the  chief  and  of  the  elders  :  and  as  the  govern- 
ment inclines  m.ore  to  the  one  than  to  the  other, 
it  may  be  regarded  as  monarchial,  or  as  a  fpecies 
of  ariAocracy.     Among  thofe  tribes  which  are  moil 
engaged  in  war,  the  power  of  the  chief  is  naturally 
predominant,  becaufe  the  idea  of  having  a  military 
leader,  was  the  firft  fource  of  his  fuperiority,  and 
the  continual  exigencies  of  the  ftate  requiring  fuch 
a  leader,  will  continue  to  fupport  and  even  to  en- 
hance it.     His  power,  however,  is  rather  perfuafive 
than  co-ercive  :  he  is  reverenced  as  a  father,  rather 
than  feared  as  a  monarch.     He  has  no  guards,  no 
prifons,  no  officers  of  juilice,  and  one  ad  of  ill- 
judged  violence  would  pull  him  from  the  throne. 
The  elders,  in  the  other  form  of  government,  which 
may  be  confidered  as  an  arillocracy,  have  no  more 
power.     In  fome  tribes  indeed  there  are  a  kind  of 
hereditary  nobility,  whofe  influence  being  conftantly 
augmented  by  time,    is  more    confiderable.     But 
this  fource  of  power,  is  too  confined  to  be  very  com^- 
mon  among  the  natives  of  America.     In  moft  coun- 
tries therefore,  age  alone  is  fufficient  for  acquiring 
refped,  influence,    and  authority.     Among   thofe 
perfons  bufmefs  is  conducted  with  the  utmoft  fim» 
plicity.     The  heads  of  families  meet  together  in  a 
houfe  or  cabin,  appointed  for  the  purpofe.     Here 
the  bufmefs  is  difcufled,  and  here  thofe  of  the  na-- 
tion,  diflinguifned  for  their  eloquence  or  wifdom, 
have    an  opportunity  of    difplaying   thofe  talents. 
Their  orators  exprefs  themfelves  in  a  bold  figurative 
ilile,  itronger  than  refined,  or  rather  foftened  na- 
tions, can  wxll  bear,  and  with  geftures  equally  vio- 
lent, but  often  extrem.ely  natural  and  expreflive. 
When  the  bufmefs  is  over,  and  they  happen  to  be 
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well  provided  In  food,  they  appoint  a  feaft  upon  the 
occalion,  of  which  almoft  the  whole  nation  par- 
takes. The  feaft  is  accompanied  with  a  fong,  in 
which  the  real,  or  fabulous  exploits  of  their  fore- 
fathers are  celebrated.  They  have  dances  too, 
though  chiefly  of  the  military  kind,  and  their  mufic 
and  dancing  accompanies  every  feaft. 

Theii-  It  often  happens,  that  thofe  different  tribes  or 

manner  nations,  fcattered  as  they  are  at  an  immenfe  diftance 
oi  maK-  j-j-Qj^^  Q^Q  another,  meet  in  their  excurfions  after 
i»S  wa  .  p,,gy^  jr  |.j^gv.g  fubfifts  no  animofity  between  them, 
which  feldom  is  the  cafe,  they  behave  in  the  moft 
friendly  and  courteous  manner.  But  if  they  hap- 
pen to  be  in  a  ftate  of  war,  or  if  there  has  been  no 
previous  intercourfe  between  them,  all  who  are  not 
friends,  are  deemed  enemies,  and  fight  with  the 
moft  favage  fury. 

War,  if  we  except  hunting,  is  the  only  employ- 
ment of  the  men  j  as  to  every  other  concern,  and 
even  the  little  agriculture  they  enjoy,  it  is  left  to 
the  women.  Their  moft  common  motive  for  enter- 
ing into  war,  when  it  does  not  arife  from  an  acci- 
dental rencounter,  is  either  to  revenge  themfelves 
for  the  death  of  fome  loft  friend,  or  to  acquire  pri- 
foners,  who  may  affift  them  in  their  hunting,  and 
whom  they  adopt  into  their  fociety.  Thefe  wars 
are  either  undertaken  by  fome  private  adventurers, 
or  at  the  inftance  of  the  whole  community.  In  the 
latter  cafe,  all  the  young  men,  who  are  difpofed  to 
go  out  to  battle,  give  a  bit  of  wood  to  the  chief,  as 
a  token  of  their  defign  to  accompany  him.  The 
chief,  who  is  to  condud  them,  fafts  feveral  days, 
during  which  he  converfes  with  no  one,  and  is  par- 
cularly  careful  to  obferve  his  dreams,  which  are 
generally  as  favourable  as  he  could  defire.  A  va- 
riety of  other  fuperftitions  and  ceremonies  are  ob- 
fcrved.  One  of  the  moft  hideous  is  fetting  the  war- 
kettle  on  the  fire,  as  an  emblem  that  they  are  going 

out 
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out  to  devour  their  enemies,  which  amongfl  fome 
nations  mufl  formerly  have  been  the  cafe,  fmce  they 
ftill  continue  to  exprefs  it  in  clear  terms,  and  ufe  an 
emblem  figniiicant  of  the  ancient  ufage.  Then  they 
difpatch  a  porcelain,  or  large  (hell  to  their  allies, 
inviting  them  to  come  along,  and  drink  the  blood 
of  their  enemies. 

Having  finidied  all  the  ceremonies  previous  to  the 
war,  they  iflue  forth  with  their  faces  blackened  v/ith 
charcoal,  intermixed  with  ftreaks  of  vermillion, 
which  give  them  a  moft  horrid  appearance.  Then 
they  exchange  their  cloaths  with  their  friends,  and 
difpofe  of  all  their  finery  to  the  women,  who  accom-* 
pany  them  to  a  confid.erable  diftance  to  receive  thofe 
lafl  tokens  of  friendfhip. 

The  great  qualities  in  an  Indian  war  are  vigilance 
and  attention,  to  give  and  to  avoid  a  furprize  ;  and 
indeed  in  thefe  they  are  fuperior  to  all  nations  in  the 
world.  Accullomed  to  continual  wandering  in  the 
forefts,  having  their  perceptions  iharpened  by  keen 
neceifity,  and  living  in  every  refpect  -according  to 
nature,  their  external  fenfes  have  a  degree  of  acute- 
nefs  which  at  firfh  view  appears  incredible.  They 
can  trace  out  their  enemies,  at  an  immenfe  diftance, 
by  the  fmoke  of  their  fires,  which  they  fmell,  and 
by  the  tracks  of  their  feet  on  the  ground,  imper- 
ceptible to  an  European  eye,  but  which  they  can 
count  and  dillinguifh  with  the  utmoft  facility.  They 
even  diflinguifh  the  difi'erent  nations  with  whom 
they  are  acquainted,  and  can  determine  the  precife 
time  when  they  pafTed,  v/here  an  European  could 
not  diflinguifii  footfleps  at  all.  Thefe  circum- 
itances,  however,  are  of  fmall  importance,  becaufe 
their  enemies  are  no  lefs  acquainted  with  them. 
When  they  get  out,  therefore,  they  take  care  to 
avoid  making  ufe  of  any  thing  by  which  they  might 
run  the  danger  of  difcovery.  They  light  no  fire  to 
warm  themfelves,  or  to  prepare  their  vi<^uals  j  they 
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lye  clofe  to  the  ground  all  day,  and  travel  only  in 
the  night ;    and  marching  along  in  files,   he  that 
clofes  the  rear,   diligently  covers  with  leaves  the 
tracks  of  his  own  feet,  and  alfo  of  theirs  who  pre- 
ceded him.     When  they  halt  to  refrefn  themfelves, 
fcouts  are  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  and  beat 
up  every  place  where  they  fufpecl  an  enemy  may 
lye  concealed.     In  this  manner  they  enter  unawares 
the  villages  of  their  foes,  and  while  the  flower  of 
the  nation  are  engaged  in  hunting,  niaffacre  all  the 
children,  wornxn,  and  helplefs  old  men,  or  make 
prifoners  of  as  many  as  they  can  manage,  or  have 
ilrength  enough  to  be  ufeful  to  their  nation.     But 
when  the  enemy  is  apprized  of  their  defign,  and 
coming  on  in  arms  againft  them,  they  throw  them- 
felves flat  on  the  ground  among  the,  withered  herbs 
and  leaves,  which  their  faces  are  painted  to  refem- 
ble.     Then  they  allow  a  part  to  pafs  unniolefl:ed, 
when  all  at  once,  with  a  tremendous  fliout,  rifmg 
up  from  their   ambufli,  they  pour  a  florm  of  mui- 
quet-bullets  on  their  foes.     The  party  attacked  re- 
turns the  fame  cry.    Every  one  ihelters  himfelf  v/ith 
a  tree,  and  returns  the  fire  of  the  adverfe  party,  as 
foon  as  they  raife  themfelves  from  the  ground  to 
give  a  fecond  fire.     Thus  does  the  battle  continue 
until  one  party  is  fo  much  weakened,  as  to  be  inca- 
pable of  further  refiflance  :  But  if  the  force  on  each 
fide  continues  nearly  equal,  the  fierce  l^^irits  of  the 
favages,   inflamed  by  the  lofs  of  their  friends,   can 
no  longer  be  reflrained.     They  ruin  upon  one  ano- 
ther with  clubs  and  hatchets  in  their  hands,  maeni- 
fying  their  own  courage,  and  infulting  their  enemies 
with  the  bittereft  reproaches.     They  trample  and 
infult  over  the  dead  bodies,  tearing  the  fcalp  from 
the  head,  wallov/ing  in  their  blood  like  wild  beafts, 
and  fometimes  devouring  their  flefli.     The  fiamx 
rages  on  till  it  meets  with  no  refiilancc,  then  the 
prifoners  are   fecured,   thofe  unhappy 'men,   whofe 
fate  is  a  thoufand  times  more  dreadful  than  theirs 
who  have  died  in  the  field.     The  conquerors  fet 
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up  a  hideous  howling  to. lament  the  friends  they 
have  lou.  They  approach  in  a  melancholy  and 
fevere  gloom  to  their  own  village,  a  meflenger  is 
fent  to  annomice  their  arrival,  and  the  women  with 
frightful  fhrieks  come  out  to  mourn  their  dead 
brothers,  or  their  hufbands.  When  they  are  ar- 
rived, the  chief  relates  in  a  lov/  voice  to  the  elders 
a  circumftantial  account  of  every  particular  of  the 
expedition.  The  orator  proclaims  aloud  this  ac- 
count to  the  people,  and  as  he  mentions  the  names 
of  thofe  who  have  fallen,  the  fhriel^s  of  the  womea 
are  redoubled.  The  men  too  join  in  thefe  cries, 
according  as  each  is  mod  connedled  with  the  de- 
ceafed,  by  blood  or  friendfliip.  The  lafl  ceremony 
is  the  proclamation  of  victory ;  each  individual  then 
forgets  his  private  misfortunes,  and  joins  in  the 
triumph  of  his  nation ;  all  tears  are  wiped  from 
their  eyes,  and  by  an  unaccountable  tranfition,  they 
pafs  in  a  moment  from  the  bitternefs  of  forrow,  to 
an  extravagance  of  joy.  But  the  treatment  of  the 
prifoners,  whofe  fate  all  this  time  remains  undecided, 
is  what  chiefly  characlerifes  the  favages. 


;nt  of 


The  perfon  who  has  taken  the  captive,  attends  Their 
him  to  the  cottage,  where  according  to  the  diftri-  treat- 
bution  made  by  the  elders,  he  is  delivered  to  fupply  "^^"^ 
the  iofs  of  a  citizen.  If  thofe  who  receive  him  have  ^^^ 
their  family  weakened  by  war  or  other  accidents, 
they  adopt  the  captive  into  the  family,  of  which  he 
becomes  a  member.  But  if  they  have  no  occaiion 
for  him,  or  the  refentment  for  the  Iofs  of  their  friends 
be  too  high  to  endure  the  fight  of  any  conneded 
with  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  it,  they  fentence  him 
to  death.  Ail  thofe  who  have  met  with  the  fame  fe- 
vere fentence  being  collected,  the  v/hole  nation  is 
aifemxbled  at  the  execution,  as  for  fome  great  fo- 
iemnity.  A  fcafFold  is  ereded,  and  the  prifoners 
are  tied  to  the  flake,  where  they  commence  their 
death  fong,  and  prepare  for  the  cnfuing  fcene  of 
cruelty  with  the  molt  undaunted  courage.     Their 
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enemies,  on  the  other  fide,  are  determined  to  put  It 
to  the  proof,  by  the  moll  refined  and  exquifite  tor- 
tures.    They  begin  at  the  extremity  of  his   body, 
and  gradually  approach  the  more  vital  parts.     One 
plucks   out  his   nails   by  the   roots,    one  by  one  ; 
another  takes   a  finger  into  his  mouth,  and  tears  of 
the  fleih  with  his  teeth  ;  a  third  thrufts  the  finger, 
mangled  as  it  is,  into  the  bowl  of  a  pipe  m.ade  red 
hot,  which  he   fmokes  like  tobacco  y  then    they 
pound  his  fingers  and  toes  to  pieces  between  two 
llones ;  they  pull  of  the  flelh  from  the  teeth,  and 
cut  circles  about  his  joints,  and  gailies  the  flefliy  parts 
of  his  hmbs,  which  they  fear  immediately  with  rtd 
hot  irons,  cutting,  burning,  and  pinching  them  alter- 
nately ;  they  pull  of  his  liefli  mangled  and  roafted, 
bit  by  bit,  devouring  it  with  greedinefs,  and  fmear- 
ing  their   faces  with  the  blood  in   an  ethufiafm  of 
horror  and  fury.     When  they  have  thus  torn  off  the 
flelh,  they  twill  the  bare  nerves  and  tendons  about 
an  iron,  tearing  and  fnapping  them,  whilil  others  are 
employed  in    pulling  and  extending    the  limbs  in 
every  way  that  can  increafe  the  torment.     This  con- 
tinues often  five  or  fix  hours,  and  fometimes  fuch  is 
the  flrength  of  the  favages,  days  together.     Then 
they  frequently  unbhid  him,  to  give  a  breathing  to 
their  fury,  to  think  what  new  torments  they  Ihall  in- 
flict, and  to  refrefh  the  flrength  of  the  fufferer,  who 
wearied  out  with  fuch  a  variety  of  unheard-of  tor- 
ments, often  fails  into  fo  profound  a  lleep,  that  they 
arc  obliged  to   apply  the  lire  to  aw^ake  him  and  re- 
new his   fufterings.     He   is  again   faftened  to  the 
flake,  and  again  they  renew  their  cruelty  ;  they  flick 
him  ail  over  with  fmall  matches  of  wood,  that  eafilv 
take  fire,  but  burn  {lowly  ;  they  continually  runfharp 
reeds  into  every  part  of  his  body  ;  they  drag  out  his 
teeth  with  pincers,    and  thrull  out  his  eyes  ;  and 
laflly,  after  having  burned  his  flefu  from  the  bones 
with  flow  fires ;  after  having  fo  mangled  the  body 
th?it  it  is  all  but  one  wound  ;  after  having  mutilated 
his  face  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  carry  nothing  hu- 
man 
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man  in  it ;  after  having  peeled  the  fkin  from  his  head, 
and  pourqd  a  heap  of  red  hot  coals,  or  boiling  wa- 
ter, on  the  naked  fkull,  they  once  more  unbind  the 
wretch,  who,  blind,  and  ftaggering  with  pain  and 
weaknefs,  affaulted  and  pelted  on  every  fide  with 
clubs  and  ftones,  now  up,  now  down,  falling  into 
their  fires  at  every  ftep,  runs  hither  and  thither,  un- 
til one  of  the  chiefs,  whether  out  of  compaflion  or 
weary  of  cruelty,  puts  an  end  to  his  life  with  a  club 
or  a  dagger.  The  body  is  then  put  into  a  kettle, 
and  this  barbarous  employment  is  fucceeded  by  a 
feafl  as  barbarous. 

The  women,  forgetting  the  human  as  well  as  the 
female  nature,  and  transformed  into  fomething  worfe 
than  furies,  ad  their  parts,  and  even  outdo  the  men 
in  this  fcene  of  horror,  while  the  principal  perfons  of 
the  country  fit  round  the  flake  fmoaking  and  look- 
ing on  without  the  leafl  emotion.  What  is  moffc 
extraordinary,  the  fufFerer,  himfelf,  in  the  little  in- 
tervals of  his  torments,  fmokes  too,  appears  uncon- 
cerned,  and  converfes  with  his  torturers  about  in- 
different matters.  Indeed  during  the  whole  time  of 
his  execution,  there  feems  a  contefl  between  him 
and  them  which  ihall  exceed,  they  in  inflicting  the 
mofl  horrid  pains,  or  he  in  enduring  them,  with  a 
firmnefs  and  conflancy  almofl  above  human  :  not  a 
groan,  not  afigh,not  a  diflortion  of  countenance 
cfcapes  him ;  he  poflell'es  his  mind  entirely  in  the 
midll  of  his  torments ;  he  recounts  his  own  exploits ; 
he  informs  them  what  cruelties  he  has  inflicted  upon 
their  countrymen,  and  threatens  them  with  the  re- 
venge that  will  attend  his  death  ;  and  though  his  re- 
proaches exafperate  them  to  a  perfect  madnefs  and 
fury,  he  continues  his  infults  even  of  their  ignorance 
of  the  art  of  tormenting,  pointing  out  himfelf  more 
exquifite  methods,  and  more  fenfibie  parts  of  the 
body  to  be  alflided.  The  women  have  this  part  of 
courage  as  well  as  the  aiea  ;  and  it  is  as  rare  for  an 
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Indian  to  behave  otherwifc,  as  it  would  be  for  any 
European  to  fufFer  as  an  Indian. 

When  any  one  of  the  fociety  dies,  he  is  lament- 
ed by  the  whole  ;  and  on  this  occafion  a  thoufand 
ceremonies  are  pradifed,  denoting  the  mofl  lively 
forrow.  Of  thefe,  the  moil  remarkable,  as  it  dis- 
covers both  the  height  and  continuance  of  their 
grief,  is  what  they  call  the  feafc  of  the  dead,  or 
the  feaft  of  fouls.  The  day  of  this  ceremony  is  ap- 
pointed by  public  order,  and  nothing  is  omitted  that 
it  may  be  celebrated  with  the  utmoft  pomp  and 
magnificence.  The  neighbouring  tribes  are  invited 
tobeprefent,  and  to  join  in  the  folemnity.  At  this 
time  all  thofe  who  have  died  fmce  the  lafl  folemn 
occafion,  (which  is  renewed  every  ten  years  among 
fome  tribes,  and  every  eight  among  others)  are 
taken  out  of  their  graves  ;  thofe  who  have  been  in- 
terred at  the  greatefl  difliance  from  the  villages  are 
diligently  fought  for  and  brought  to  this  great  ren- 
dezvous of  carcalfes. 

They  bring  their  bodies  into  their  cottages,  w^here 
they  prepare  a  feafl  in  honour  of  the  dead,  during 
which  their  great  aftions  are  celebrated,  and  all  the 
tender  intercourfes  which  took  place  between  them 
and  their  friends  are  pioully  called  to  mind.  The 
ftrangers,  who  have  come  fometimes  many  hun- 
dred miles  to  be  prefent  on  the  occafion,  join  in  the 
tender  condolence  ;  and  the  women,  by  frightful 
jfhrieks,  demonftrate  that  they  are  pierced  with  the 
Iharpeil  forrow.  Then  they  are  carried  from  the 
cabbins  for  the  general  reinterment.  A  great  pit 
is  dug  in  the  ground,  and  thither,  at  a  certain  time, 
each  perfon  attended  by  his  family  and  friends, 
marches  in  folemn  filence,  bearing  the  dead  body 
of  afon,  a  father,  or  a  brother.  When  they  are  all 
convened,  the  dead  bodies,  or  the  dufl  of  thofe  which 
were  quite  corrupted,  are  depofited  in  the  pit :  then 
their  grief  breaks  out  anew.     Whatever  they  polfefs 
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mofl  valuable  is  interred  with  the  dead.  The 
ftrangers  are  not  wanting  in  their  generofity,  and 
confer  thofe  prefents  which  they  have  brought  along 
with  them  for  the  purpofe.  Then  all  prefent  go 
down  into  the  pit,  and  every  one  takes  a  little  of  the 
earth,  which  they  afterwards  preferve  with  the  'mod 
religious  care.  The  bodies,  ranged  in  order,  are 
covered  with  new  furze,  and  over  thefe  with  bark, 
on  which  they  throw  flones,  wood,  and  earth. 
Then  taking  their  lafl  farewell,  they  return  each  to 
his  own  cabbin. 

Arefkoui,   or  the  god  of  battle  is  revered  as  the 
great   god  of  the  Indians,     Him   they  invoke  be- 
fore   they  go   into  the    field,     and    according,    as 
his  difpofition    is  more  or   lefs  favourable  to  them, 
they  conclude    they    will   be   more  or  lefs  fuccefs- 
ful.     Some  nations  worfliip    the    fun    and  moon  ; 
among  others  there  are  a  number  of  traditions,  re- 
lative to  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  the  hiftory 
of  the  eods  :  traditions  which  refemble  the  Grecian 
fables,  but  which  are  (lill  more  abfurd  and  incon- 
fiflent.     But  except  when  they  have  fome  immediate 
occafion  for  the  alTiftance  of  their  gods,  they  pay 
them  no  fort  of  worfhip.     Like  all  rude  nations, 
however,  they  are  flrongly  addicted  to  fuperifition. 
They  believe  in  the  exiftence  of  a  number  of  good 
and  bad  genii  or  fpirits,  who  interfere  in  the  aifairs 
of  mortals,  and  produce  all  our  happinefs  or  mifery. 
It  is  from  the  evil  genii  in  particular,   that  our  dif- 
eafes  proceed  ;  and  it  is  to  the   good  genii  we  are 
Indebted  for  a    cure.     The  miniilers  of  the  genii 
are  the  jugglers,   who  are  alfo  the  only  phyficians 
among  the  favages.     Thefe  jugglers  are  fuppofed  to 
be  infpired  by  the  good  genii,  mofl  commonly  in 
their  dreams,  with  the  knowledge  of  future  events  ; 
they  are  called  into  the  alfiftance  of  the  fick,  and 
.5re  fuppofed  to  be  informed  by  the  genii  whether 
thpy  v.'ill  get  over  the  difeafe,  and  in  what  way  they 
inuft  be  treated,     But  thefe  fpirits  are  extremely 
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fimple  in  their  fyflem  of  phyfic,  and  in  almoft  every 
difeafe,  dired  the  juggler  to  the  fame  remedy. 
The  patient  is  enclofed  in  a  narrow  cabbin,  in  the 
midft  of  which  is  a  flone  red  hot ;  on  this  they 
throw  water,  until,  he  is  well  foaked  with  the  warm 
vapour  and  his  own  fweat^  Then  they  hurry  him 
from  the  bagnio,  and  plunge  him  fuddenly  into  the 
next  river.  This  coarfe  method,  which  cods  many 
their  lives,  often  performs  very  extraordinary  cures. 
The  jugglers  have  likewife  the  ufe  of  fome  fpecifics 
of  wonderful  efficacy  ;  and  all  the  favages  are  dex- 
trous in  curing  wounds  by  the  application  of  herbs. 
But  the  power  of  thefe  remedies  is  always  attributed 
to  the  magical  ceremonies  with  wbich  they  are  ad- 
miniltered. 
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CHAP.     II. 

y^  conclfe  vie'w  of  North  America  ar.d  the  WeJi'Indta  JJlands, 
from  their  Jirji  difcovery.,  Hill  the  feeds  of  the  prefent  conteji 
fwere  foTj?!,  iiotifing  the  com'mercial  Jlrength  and  flipping  of 
tach  of  the  colonies^  as  they  food  in  the  year  1763. 

'HE  firfl  difcovery  made  by  aPxy  of  our  coun- 
trymen, was  that  already  mentioned,  by  Se- 
baflian  Cabot,  a  native  of  Briftol ;  who  in  1498 
<}ifcovered  that  part  of  North  America  now  known 
by  the  name  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  the  ftraits  of 
Davis,  from  Capt.  Hudfon  and  Davis,  who  failed 
afterwards  to  thefe  places. 

Between  the  years  1607  and  161 1,  Mr.  Hudfoa 
made  four  voyages  to  this  part  of  the  world  ;  in  the 
laft  of  which,  his  men  forced  him  and  eight  more 
of  their  officers  into  a  boat,  and  left  them  to  ftarve 
in  the  bottom  of  the  bay. 

Sir  Thomas  Button  purfued  the  difcovery  in  161 2, 
and  Capt.  James,  in  163 1,  in  hopes  of  finding  a 
North- Weil  paflage  to  China.  Capt.  Gilhara  failed 
to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  in  1667,  and,  at  his  return, 
his  owners  procured  a  patent  for  planting  this  coun- 
try, anno  1670.  The  Englifli  Governor  that  went 
thither  was  Charles  Batley,  Efq; .  who  built  a  fort 
on  Rupert  river,  caiimg  it  Charles-Fort,  and  foon 
after  fettled  another  factory  at  Nelfon.  In  the  year 
1684,  the  chief  Englifh  factory  was  at  Albany,  and 
a  fort  erected  for  its  defence. 
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The  French  invaded  our  fettlements,  and  took 
Fort  Rupert  and  Albany  in  July  1686,  though  we 
were  dien  at  peace  with  F'  ance/  In  King  Wilhani*s 
war,  anno^  1693,  ^^^^  Englifh  recovered  their  fettle- 
jiients  again. 

During  the  war  in  Queen  Anne's  reign,  the 
French  reduced  all  our  fettlements  except  Albany, 
but  were  obliged  to  reltore  them  at  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  anno  1713  ;  and  the  company  have  re- 
mained in  poiieflion  of  them  ever  fmce ;  and  by 
the  treaty  they  were  to  reilore  to  Great  Britain,  the 
Bay  and  Streights  of  Hudfon,  with  all  the  lands, 
feas,  fea-coafts,  rivers,  and  places,  fituated  on  the 
fame  bay  and  ftreights,  (which  comprehend  all  New 
Britain  and  Britifli  Canada)  and  it  was  agreed,  that 
commilTioners,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  fliould  terminate,  within  the  fpace  of  a  year, 
the  limits  between  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain 
and  France  on  that  fide,  which  limits  the  fubjeds  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  were  not  to  pafs  over  to 
each  other  by  fea  or  land. 

It  is  not  with  certainty  known  what  Europeans 
firft  vifited  the  country  of  Canada,  the  difcovery  be- 
ing claimed  by  both  Spaniards  and  French.  How- 
ever, no  permanent  fettlement  was  made  here  till 
about  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century;  w^hen 
the  French  having  built  fome  forts^  and  being  fre- 
quently fupplied  with  emigrants,  they  became  able 
to  fupport  themfelves  and  extend  their  views.  As 
their  fettlements  vvere  the  firft  to  the  Northward  of 
what  v/as  then  called  New  England,  they  gradually 
fpread  themfelves  round  the  bay  of  St  Lawrence, 
and  along  both  fides  of  the  river,  ufurped  the  country 
called  Nova  Scotia,  built  a  tov/n,  called  Fort  Royal, 
jn  the  bay  of  Fundy^  and  from  thence,  about  the 
year  1680,  fupported  thclndians  of  New  England, 
in  their  wars  with  the  Englifli  ;  for  which  they  were, 
in  1690,  llrlpped  of  their  poifeiTions  in  the  bay  of 
Fundy  bv  the  people  of  New  England,  under  the 
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command  of  Sir  William  Phipps,  their  govefnor ; 
v/ho  alfo  twice  attempted  the  redudion  of  Quebec, 
but  failed  by  being  too  late  in  the  feafon.  However, 
during  the  wars  of  King  "Wiiiiam,  the  French  and 
Indians  gained  many  advantages  over  the  Englifh, 
having  recovered  Port  Royal  and  the  other  countries 
they  had  formerly  ufurped.  In  the  wars  of  Queen 
AnnC)  Port  Royal  was  again  retaken,  and  called 
Annapolis ;  and  an  expedition  was  fet  on  foot 
againifc  Quebec.  The  fleet  from  Old  England  was 
under  admiral  Walker,  with  a  body  of  troops  under 
general  Hill,  who  were  to  approach  the  place  by 
the  river  of  St  Lawrence,  while  general  Nicholfon^ 
with  the  New  England  forces,  were  to  attack 
Montreal,  and  fo  divide  the  French  force.  This 
expedition  alio  failed ;  and  the  peace  of  Utrecht 
following  foon  after,  the  French  rqlinquiflied  Nova 
Scotia,  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  other  places. 

Then  they  applied  themfelves  to  extend  their 
fettlements  about  the  lakes,  and  meet  thofe  miaking 
about  the  Mifnfippi ;  and  alfo  built  and  fortified  the 
town  of  Louiiburg  and  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton, 
which  gave  them  the  command  of  the  gulph  of  St 
Lawrence,  and  greatly  difturbed  the  New  England 
trade.  This  town  was  taken,  in  1745,  by  the  New 
England  men,  and  reftored  to  the  French  in  1748. 
It  was  finally  taken  ih.  1758  ;  and,  in  the  following 
year,  the  Englifn  army,  under  General  Wolfe,  hav- 
ing beat  the  French  under  Montcalm,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Quebec,  v/here  both  generals  fell,  that 
town,  and  all  its  dependencies,  fell  to  the  Englilh  ; 
and,  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  was  confirmed  to  them, 
and  the  French  government  thereby  annihilated  in 
North  America. 

Since  the  above  period,  \vc  may  rank  the  Englifji 
pofl'eflions  in  North  America,  under  the  heads  of 
the  following  colonies,  viz.  Hudfon's  Bay,  Labra- 
dor, Newfoundland,  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  New- 
England,   (including    MaiTachuflets   Bay,    Rhode- 
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ifland,  Connedicut.  and  New-Kampfliire,  originally 
one  colony,  and  though  now  under  feparate  jurif- 
didions,  are  ftill  confidered  as  luch  ;)  Nt^v-  forx, 
New-Jeriey,  Penfylvania,  Virginia,  Maryland, 
Nor fh -Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Eaft  and 
Weft  Florida  :  To  thele  colonies  may  be  added  all 
thofe  iflands,  which  goes  under  the  general  name  of 
the  Weft-Indies,  viz.  Jamaica,  Anguilla,  Berbuda, 
Sl  Chriftopher's.  Nevis,  Antigua,  Montferrat,  Domi- 
nica, St  Vincent,  Barbadoes,  Tobago,  and  Granada, 
and  the  Grenadines,  or  Grenadillos  ;  alfo  the  Ber- 
mudas, or  Summer  iflands  ;  the  Bahama,  or  Lu- 
cayan  iflands,  in  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Of  thefe,  Domi- 
nica, St  Vincent,  Tobago,  and  Granada,  were  ceded 
by  France  to  Great  Britain,  by  the  definitive  treaty 
of  1763. 

The  chief  commodities  exported  from  G.  B.  t© 
thofe  colonies  and  Weft-Indian  iflands,  are  wrought 
iron,  fteel,  copper,  pewter,  lead,  and  brafs,  cordage, 
hemp,  fail-cloth,  fliip-chandlery,  painters  colours, 
millinery,  hcnery,  haberdafhery,  gloves,  hats,  broad- 
cloths, fluffs,  flannels,  Colchefter  bays,  long  ell  filks, 
gold  and  filver  lace,  Manchefter  goods,  Britifh, 
icreign,  and  Irifh  linens,  earthen-v/ares,  grind-ftones, 
Birmingham  and  Shefxidd  wares,  tojs,  fadicry,  ca- 
binet wares,  feeds,  cheefe,  fqrong  beer,  fmoaking 
pipes,  fnuifs,  wines,  fpirits,  and  drugs,  Eaft-India 
■^  goods,  books,  paper,  leather,  befides  many  oiher 
articles,  according  to  the  diiFerent  wants  and  exigen- 
cies of  the  difiereii-:  colonies,  impoifible  to  be  enume- 
rated here.  In  return  we  receive  tobacco 5  rice,  flour, 
bifcuit,  wheat,  beans,  peas,  cats,  Indian-corn,  and 
other  grain  j  honey,  apples,  cyder,  and  onions  ;  falt- 
beef,  pork,  hams,  bacon,  venifon,  tongues,  figs,  and 
raifins,  prodigious  quantifies  of  cod,  xiackarel,  and 
other  fifli,  and  fiih-oil ;  furs  and  flcins  of  wild  beafis, 
fuch  as  bea:,  Deaver,  otter,  furr,  deer,  and  racoon, 
horfes,  and  live  ftock  ;  timber  planks,  mafts.  boards, 
ftaves,   fningies,   pitch,  tar  and   turpentine  j  fliips 
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built  fior  fale,  flax,  flax-feed,  and  cptton  ;  indi^'o, 
pot-afli,  bees-wax,  tallow,  copper-ore,  and  iroi'  m 
bars  and  in  pigs  ;  befides  many  other  commodities 
peculiar  to  the  climes  and  foils  of  the  different  pro- 
vinces and  ifles.  As  to  thofe,  which  have  been  ac- 
quired by  the  laft  general  peace,  they  are  certainly 
very  improveable,  nor  can  we  form  any  judgment 
of  them,  in  their  prefent  infantine  unfettled  ftate. 
As  we  propofe  making  the  war  now  fubfifl:ing  be- 
tween the  colonies  and  us,  the  fubjed  of  the  fecond 
part  of  this  work,  it  is  confidered  at  prefent  fuffi- 
cient  to  exhibit  a  flate  of  the  trade  of  America, 
as  it  exifted  when  the  difl'erences  firfl  took  place, 
marking  at  the  fame  time  the  commercial  llrength 
and  fliipping  of  the  colonies. 

Colonics*  Ships,    Seamen.  Exports fro?7t     Exp.  froyn 

G.  Britain,    the  Colonies. 
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CHAP.     III. 

j1  fhcrt  narrative  of  the  rfiefnorahle  events  and  revolutions  of  the 
Britiflj  colonies  in  North  America.^  from  the  days  of  ^eeii 
Elizabeth  to  the  prefent  time,  enumerating  their  di^erent  char^ 
ters  and  grants ,  and  floen^iiig  'when  executed j  to  <vjho}?iy  andi 
for  nuhat  ptcrpofe* 

HEN  the  Europeans  firfl  vlfited  New- 
England,  they  found  it  inhabited  by  twenty 
different  nations  or  tribes  independent  of  each 
other,  and  commanded  by  their  refpedive  chiefs. 
Of  thefe  nations,  the  moft  powerful  was  the  MafTa- 

chufl'ets,  fituated  on  or  near  Boflon  harbour. 

The  North-Eall  part  of  the  continent  of  America 
was  firfl  difcovered  by  Sebailian  Cabot,  a  native  of' 
Briflol.  In  the  year  1497,  ^^^  difcovered  all  the 
coail,  from  Cape  Florida,  in  25  degrees  of  Nortli 
latitude,  to  6"]  and  an  half ;  from  whence  England 
claimed  a  right  to  Virginia,  prior  to  the  Spaniards, 
or  any  other  European  power. 

Grants  to      Queen  Elizabeth  having  equipped  feveral  fquad- 
Sir  Wal-  rons,  under   the     command    of    thofe    celebrated 
j^r  k^'  A  commanders   Drake,   Hawkins,   and    Raleigh,   to 
others.      cruize  upon  the  Spanifli  coafls  and  illands  in  Ame- 
rica, they  brought  home  fuch  favourable  accounts 
of  the  riches  and  fertility  of  Florida,   that  a  great 
many  enterprizing  gentlemen  appeared  very  zealous 
of  making  fettlements  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
and  chofe  Mr.  Raleigh,  afterwards  Sir  Walter,  to 
cooiduft  the  enterprize,  who  obtai,ned  a  patent  or 
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grant  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1584,  of 
all  fuch  lands  as  he  fhould  difcover  in  North-Ameri- 
ca, between  33  and  40  degrees  of  North  latitude, 
and  to  difpofe  of  them  in  fee-fmiple,  or  otherwife, 
to  any  of  the  fubjeds  of  Erlgland,  referving  to  the 
crown  a  fifth  part  of  all  the  gold  and  filver  ore  that 
fhould  be  acquired  in  fuch  countries,  paying  the 
faid  fifth  part  to  the  crown  in  lieu  of  dl  fervices. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Raleigh  formed  a  fociety  among 
his  friends,  who  contributed  large  funis,  and  pro- 
vided two  ihips  to  go  upon  the  difcovery,  the  com^- 
mand  having  been  given  to  Capt.  Philip  Amidas 
and  Capt.  Arthur  Barlow,  who  fet  fail  from  Eng- 
land on  the  20th  of  April  ,1584,  and  arrived  at  the 
iiland  of  Wokoken,  on  the  coafl  of  Carolina,  in  34 
degrees  odd  minutes.  North  latitude.  They  vifited 
another  iiland  a  little  to  the  Northward,  called 
Roanoak  ;  and  fome  of  the  officers  went  over  to  the 
neighbouring  continent,  where  they  were  hofpitably 
entertained  by  Wingina,  the  king  of  that  part  of  the 
country ;  however,  they  returned  to  the  iiland  of 
Wokoken  before. night,  where  they  bartered  fom.e 
utenfils  of  brafs  and  pewter,  axes,  hatchets,  and 
knives,  with  the  natives,  for  Ikins  and  furrs ;  and, 
having  difpofed  of  ^U  their  goods,  and  loaded  their 
ihips  with  ikins,  faifafras,  and  cedar,  and  procured 
fome  pearls  and  tobacco,  they  parted  with  the  na- 
tives in  a  very  friendly  manner,  returning  to  Eng- 
land with  two  Indians,  who  defired  to  come  along 
with  them.  The  tobacco  brought  home  by  thefe 
adventurers,  being  the  iiril  that  was  ever  feen  iu 
England,  w^as  then  extolled  as  a  moil  valuable  plants 
and  a  remedy  for  ahiioil  every  difeafe. 

Thefe  two  ihips  having  made  a  profitable  voyage, 
and  it  being  reported  that  the  country  was  immenfe- 
ly  rich,  Mr.  Raleigh  and  his  friends  fitted  out  a  fleet 
of  feven  ihips  more,  giving  the  command  of  it  to 
Sir  Rich.  Grenville,  who  fet  fail  from  Plyn^outh 
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the  oth  of  April  1585,  and  arrived  at  the  ifland  of 
Wokoken  the  26th  of  June  following,  where  the 
admirars  fliip  was  caff  away  going  into  the  harbour; 
but  he  and  all  the  crew  were  faved/    The  Admiral 
afterwards  conduced  the  adventurers  to  the  illand 
or  Roanoak,  from  whence  he  went  over  to  the  con- 
tinent, and  took  a  viev/  of  the  country  :  but  one  of 
the  natives  ftealing  a  filver  cup,  he  took  a  fevere 
revenge,  burnt  and  plundered  an  Indian  town,  with 
all  the  corn  growing  in  the  fields,  and  leaving  108 
men  on  the  iiland  or  Roanoak,  under  the  command 
of  Mr,  Ralph  Lane,  direded  him  to  make  further 
difcoveries,  and  then  fet  fail  for  England,  promifmg 
to  return  with  fuch  reinforcements  as  fliould  enable 
him  to  fubdue  the  neighbouring  continent :  but  Mr, 
Lane  marching  to  the  Weft,  found  the  country  dor 
flroyed  before  him  as  he  advanced  ;  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  he  made  his  retreat  to  Roanoak 
again.     And  here  the  colony  was  in  great  danger  of 
ftarving,  if  Admiral  Dralce  had  not  taken  them  up 
as  he  was  returning  from  a  cruize,  and  brought 
them  to  England. 

Sir  Walter  fent  over  feveral  other  little  embarka- 
tions ;  but,  neglecling  to  fupport  them,  all  of  them 
periilied.  > 

James  I.  No  farther  attempts  were  made  to  fix  the  colonies 
r6o6.  either  in  Carolina  or  Virginia,  until  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  James  L  who,  by  his  letters  patent^ 
dated  the  loth  of  April  1606,  authorized  Sir  Tho.. 
Gates,  Sir  George  Summers,  Richard  Haclduit, 
Clerk,  Prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  and  other  ad- 
venturers, to  plant  the  coalt  of  Virginia,  between 
54  and  45  degrees  of  North  latitude  ;  who  there- 
upon fitted  out  three  fmall  fhips,  giving  the  com- 
mand of  them  to  Capt.  Chriftopher  Newport,  who 
fet  fail  from  the  Downs  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1606-7,  ^^^y  ^^'^  the  26th  of  April,  1607,  arrived 
in  the  bay  of  Chefepcak  5  and  failing  up  the  river 
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Powhaten,  now  James  river,  they  landed  on  a  penin- 
iula  about  fifty  miles  up  the  river,  where  they  built 
a  fort,  and  afterwards  a  town,  which  they  called 
James-town,  in  honour  of  King  James  I.  from  whom 
they  received  their  patent.  This  was  the  firft  town 
built  by  the  Englilh  on  the  continent  of  America. 

There  happened  fome  fkirmifhes  between  the 
Englilh  and  the  natives  at  their  landing ;  but  the 
Indians,  apprehending  they  lliould  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  ground  againfl  a  people  furnilhed 
with  fire-arms,  pretended  to  be  reconciled,  waiting 
however  for  an  opportunity  of  falling  upon  thefe 
flrangers,  when  they  fhould  meet  with  an  advan- 
tage. The  fort  being  finifhed,  Capt.  Newport,  on 
the  22d  of  June,  1607,  returned  to  England,  leav- 
ing 1 04  men  in  the  new  fettlement. 

The  garrifcn,  foon  finding  themfelves  in  want  of 
provifions,  and  the  natives  refufmg  to  furniih  them 
with  any,  though  they  offered  to  give  the  full  value 
for  them,  the  Engliiji  found  themfelves  under  a  ne- 
celTity  of  plundering  the  country ;  upon  w^hich  an 
open  war  commenced  between  them  and  the  natives ; 
however,  frefh  fupplies  and  reinforcements  coming 
over,  commanded  by  Lord  Delawar,  the  Indians 
were  glad  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace,  during 
which  the  Englifn,  finding  a  great  dem.and  for  to- 
bacco in  Europe,  began  to  encourage  the  planting 
of  it,  in  which  they  fucceeded  beyond  their  expec- 
tations ;  and  at  the  fame  time  Sir  G.  Yardley,  the 
governor,  eftabliHied  a  government  refembling  that 
of  England,  and  the  firlt  general  affembly  or  parlia- 
ment met  at  Tames-town,  in  Mav,  1620;  and  ne- _ 
groes  wxre  firfl  imported  into  Virginia  the  fame  year.       ^  |  ^* 

patent 

About  the  year  1619,  fome  difienters  of  the  inde-  purchafed 
pendant  perfuahon,  who  were  uneafy  at  their  being  by  -Off- 
required  to  conform  to  church  of  England,  having  ^^"^^^^>  ^ 
purchafed  the  Plymouth  patent,  and  obtained  another  greaed 

from  1621. 
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from  King  James  to  fend  colonies  to  North  Virginia, 
now  New-England,  embarked  150  men  on  board  a 
fhip,  which  failed  from  Plymouth  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember 1620,  and  arrived  at  Cape-Cod  in  New- 
England  on  the  9th  of  November  following,  where 
they  built  a  town,  and  called  it  by  the  name  of  New 
Plymouth  ;  and  Mr.  John  Carver  was  elected  their 
governor. 

The  Indians  were,  at  this  time,  too  much  en- 
gaged in  wars  among  themfelves,  to  give  thefc 
itrangers  any  difturbance  ;  and  Maifaifoit,  prince  of 
the  Malfachufet  nation,  learning  from  one  Quanto, 
an  Indian  who  had  been  carried  to  England,  what  a 
powerful  people  the  Engliili  were,  made  governor 
Carver  a  vifit  the  following  fpring,  and  entered  into 
an  alliance,  offenfive  and  defenfive,  with  the  Eng- 
liili, by  whofe  ailiftance  he  hoped  to  make  a  con- 
queft  of  the  Narraganfet  nation,  with  which  he  was 
then  at  war.  This  prince  alfo  confented  to  acknow- 
ledge the  King  of  England  his  fovereign,  and  made 
*a  ccffion  of  part  of  his  country  to  the  new  planters. 
Several  other  Sachems,  or  Princes,  alfo  followed  the 
example  of  MaiTaffoit,  and  defired  the  protection  of 
the  Englifh  againft  their  enemies,  profeifing  them- 
felves fubjedts  of  king  James. 

Ships  arriving  every  day  almoll  with  planters  and 
provifions,  the  colony  foon  became  well  eftabiiilied  ; 
when  differences  arofe  among  the  planters,  upon  ac- 
count of  religion.  The  dependants,  who  were  the 
mofh  numerous,  not  allowing  a  toleration  to  any 
other  fe6t  or  perfuafion,  feveral  of  the  adventurers 
removed  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  others 
returned  home,  whereby  the  colony  was  fo  weak- 
ened, that,  if  the  Indians  had  not  been  engaged  in  a 
civil  war,  the  Englifli  would  infaliiblv  been  driven 
out  of  the  country. 


In  the  mean   time,  anotlicr  fet  of  adventurers, 

anno 
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anno  1627,  purchafed  a  grant  of  the  Plymouth  com-  The 
pany,  of  all  that  part  of  New-England,  which  !ies  Qh^^^^® 
between  the  river  Merimac  and  Charles  river  ;  and  ^  ?" 
to  flrengthen  their  title  to  this  country,  procured  a  lonies. 
grant  of  it  from  King  Charles,  anno  1628,  and  no- 
minated Mr.  Craddock  their  firfl  governor. 

Another  fet  of  adventurers  planted  New  Hamp- 
fliire,  and  others  Providence  and  Rhode-Ifland,  the 
lail  being  chiefly  quakers,  driven  out  of  Maffa- 
chuii'et  colony  by  the  Independents,  who  hacj-long 
perfecuted  them,  and  adually  hanged  fome  of  the 
quakers  for  not  conforming  to  their  fed. 

Thus  all  the  New-England  provinces  were  planted 
and  well-peopled  within  the  fpace  of  twenty  years, 
reckoning  from  the  arrivial  of  the  firll  colony  at 
New  Plymouth,  during  which  tim.e  they  were  very 
little  interrupted  by  the  Indians ;  but  the  Englilh 
colony  af  Connedicut  beginning  to  ered  fortrcfles, 
and  extend  their  fettlements  to  the  weftward,  with- 
out the  leave  of  the  natives,  the  Indians  were  alarm- 
ed, apprehending  they  Ihould  in  time  be  difpoflefled 
of  their  country,  and  be  enllaved  by  thefe  foreigners. 

The  Sachem  Metacoment  therefore  (to  whom'the  The  In- 
Englifh  gave  the  name  of  Philip)  the  fon  of  Maflaf-  ^i^ns  are 
foitjwho  nrft  entered  into  an  aUiance  with  theEnglifh,  ^^^^'f^^d 
obferving  the  danger  his  country  was   in,  and  the  encroach- 
Englifh  now  no  longer  aded  as  allies,  but  tyran-  ments  of 
nized  over  his  people,  and  had  in  a  manner  deprived  their 
him  of  his  authority,  difpatched  meffengers  private-  "^^^  ^^ 
ly  through  all  the  tribes  of  the  Indians,  inviting  them       ' 
to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  country,  which 
they  did,  and  fucceedcd  in  feveral  engagements  at 
firft,  but  their  prince  Philip  being  killed   by  a  muf- 
ket-fhot,  the  Englifli    at  length  prevailed.     Great 
numbers  of  the  Indians  were  maffacred,  and  others 
driven  out  of  their  country,  and  joined  the  French 
in  Canada,  who  promifed  them  aid  and  protedion. 

Force 
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Force  now  proving  ineiFeclual,  and  looking  upon 
themfelves  as  a  conquered  people,  the  Indians  en- 
tered into  a  confpiracy  to  niaflacre  all  the  Englifli. 
,  on  the  2 2d  of  March,  1622,  about  noon,  when  the 
Englifh  were  abroad  at  work  on  their  plantations, 
without  arms  ;  and  they  actually  murdered  347  of 
the  Englifli,  moft  of  them  being  killed  by  their  own 
working  tools  :  but  an  Indian,  who  had  been  well 
ufed  by  his  mafler,  difclofmg  the  defign  to  him  a 
little  before  this  execution,  he  gave  notice  to  the 
reft  of  the  planters,  who  flood  upon  their  defence, 
and  not  only  faved  their  own  lives,  but  cut  off  great 
numbers  of  the  Indians. 

The  planters,  not  long  after,  falling  out  among 
themfelves,  the  Indians  took  an  advantage  of  their 
divifions,  and  made  another  attempt  to  recover  their 
country,  kilhng  great  numbers  of  the  Englifh  by 
iurprife. 

The  Thefe   misfortunes  being  afcribed  to  the   mal- 

company  adminiflration  of  the  company.  King  Charles  I.  dif- 
^^.^^^P'  folved  them  in  the  year  1626,  and  reduced  the 
fdved  "  government  of  Virginia  under  his  own  immediate 
direftion,  appointing  the  government  and  council 
himfelf,  ordering  all  patents  and  proceffes  to  iffue  in 
the  king's  name,  referving  a  quit-rent  of  two  fliil- 
iings  for  every  hundred  acres  of  land.  The  planters, 
however,  falling  into  factions  and  parties  again,  the 
Indians  made  a  third  effort  to  recover  their  lofl  li- 
berties, and  cut  off  near  500  more  of  the  Englifli ; 
but  they  were  at  length  repulfed,  and  their  king 
Oppaconcanough  taken  prifoner,  and  killed  by  a 
private  foldier,  very  much  againd  the  will  of  Sir 
William  Berkley,  the  then  governor,  who  defigned. 
to  have  brought  him  over  into  England,  being  a 
man  of  extraordinary  flature,  and  uncomm.on  parts. 


The  a£l        3ij.  William  afterwards  made  peace  with  the  In- 
dians, which  continued  a  confiderable  time  ',  but  the 

civil 
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civil  war  commencing  in  England,  he  was  removed 
from  his  government  during  the  ufurpation,  when 
an  ordinance  of  parhament  was  made,  prohibiting  the 
plantations  to  receive  or  export  any  goods  but  in 
Englifh  fhips ;  which  gave  birth  to  the  ad  of  navi- 
gation in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II,  who  rein- 
ilated  Sir  Wiiliam  Berkley  in  his  government  at  the 
refloration 

Sir  William  promoted  the  manufadures  of  filk 
and  linen  in  this  plantation,  and  was  eileemcd  an 
excellent  governor  ;  but  the  act  of  navigation  re- 
flraining  the  planters  from  fending  their  merchandize 
to  foreign  countries,  and  from  receiving  cloathing, 
furniture,  or  fupplies  from  any  nation  but  England, 
creating  a  deal  of  difcontent,  Mr.  Bacon,  a  popular 
fadious  gentlemen,  took  the  advantage  of  their  dif- 
affeclion,  and,  fetting  up  for  himfelf,  drew  the  peo- 
ple into  rebellion,  depofed  the  governor,  and  com- 
pelled him  to  fly  to  the  Eallern  Ihore  of  the  bay  of 
Chefepeak ;  and,  had  not  Bacon  died  in  good  time, 
he  had  probably  made  himfelf  Sovereign  of  Virgi- 
nia ;  but,  upon  his  death.  Sir  William  returned  to 
his  government,  and  the  people  to  their  duty. 

The  province  of  New-York,  which  was  fold  to  New- 
the  Dutch,   about  the  year  1608,  by  a  private  con-  York  be* 
trad  with  Captain  Hudfon,  its  difcoverer,  was  by  the  comes  a 
Dutch  called   Nova  Belgia.     They  cleared  fome  ^ernmfpu 
parts,    built   fome   towns   about   the   mouths    of 
the   rivers,    and   formed  fome  fettlements   within 
land;    and,     about   the     year    1637,   had   fpread 
themfelves  to  the  Northv/ard  of  what  is  now  called 
Jerfey,  and  encroached  on  the  lands  which  had  been 
fettled  for  fome  years  by  a  colony  of  Swedes,   who 
had  built  the  towns  of  Chriiliana,  Eihngburg,  and 
Gottenburg.     But  as  this  coait  had  been  firft  dif- 
covered  by  Cabot,  for  King  Henry  VII.  it  was  re- 
claimed by  King  Charles  II. ;  who  in  the  year  1664, 
fcnt  a  force  which  took  poffeflion  of  it  for  the  duke 

of 
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of  York,  to  whom  it  had  been  granted  by  the  king-, 
his  brother ;  and  therefore  the  country  was  called 
New  York.  The  part  poflefled  by  the  Swedes  was 
granted  by  the  Duke  of  York  to  Lord  Berkley  and 
Sir  George  Carteret,  whofe  families  being  of  the 
ille  of  Jerfey  ;  they  called  it  New  Jerfey  ;  one 
having  the  Eail  part,  and  the  other  the  Weil:  part. 
Such  of  the  Swedes  and  Dutch  as  chofe  to  (lay,  and 
become  fubjeds  to  England,  and  tenants  to  the  pro- 
prietors, Avere  permitted  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
labour  j  and  the  Dutch  who  departed  had  the  li- 
berty of  retiring  to  Surinam,  which  country  the 
Engliih  had  ceded  to  the  Dutch  by  way  of  exchange. 
On  the  Duke  of  York's  acceiTion  to  the  throne.  New 
York  fell  to  the  crown,  and  became  a  royal  govern- 
ment. And  in  1702  the  proprietors  of  the  Jerfeys 
furrendering  the  country  to  the  queen,  it  became 
alfo  a  royal  government. 

The  duke  of  York  afterwards  parcelled  out  thefc 
countries  to  under-proprietors,  among  whom  Wil- 
liam Penn,  fon  of  Sir  William  Penn,  admiral  in  the 
Dutch  wars,  was  one. 

All  the  reft  of  the  under-proprietors,  foi/ne  time 
after,  furrendered  their  charters  to  the  crown, 
whereby  New  York  and  the  Jerfeys  becanie  royal 
governments  ;  but  Penn  retained  that  part  of  the 
country  which  had  been  granted  to  him,  and  king 
Charles  II.  made  him  another  grant,  in  1680,  of 
the  reft  of  that  country,  which  now  conftitutes  the 
reft  of  Penfylvania,  in  confideration  of  a  debt  due 
to  his  father,  the  admiral,  from  the  government. 
Penn,  the  fon,  afterwards  united  the  countries  he 
poflefled  by  both  grants,  into  one,  giving  them  the 
name  of  Penfylvania,  and  began  to  plant  them  in  the 
year  168 1.  The  Dutch  and  Swedifli  inhabitants 
chufing  ftill  to  refide  in  this  country,  as  they  did  in 
New- York  and  the  Jerfeys,  they  and  their  defcen- 
danta  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  as  the  reft  of  his 
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Majefty's  fubjefts  in  thefe  plantations  do,  and  are 
now  in  a  manner  the  fame  people  with  the  Englifli, 
fpeaking  their  language,  and  governed  by  their  laws 
and  cultoms. 

Mr.  Penn,  however,  notwithflanding  the  grants 
made  him  by  the  crown  and  the  duke  of  York,  did 
not  cileem  himlelf  the  real  proprietor  of  the  lands 
granted  him,  until  he  had  given  the  Indians  valuable 
confiderations  (or  what  they  elleemed  fuch)  for  their 
country  :  he  therefore  alTemhled  their  Sachems  or 
Princes,  and  purciiafed  countries  of  a  very  large 
extent  of  them,  for  a  very  moderate  price,  as  they 
■  made  fcarce  any  other  ufe  of  their  country  than 
hunt  in  it.  He  paid  them  for  it  in  clothes,  tools, 
ajid  utenfils,  to  the  entire  fatisfaclion  of  the  natives, 
who  dill  retained  more  lands  than  they  could  pof- 
fibly  ufc,  being  very  few  in  number* 

Maryland  was  difcoveredin  the  year  1606,  when  Grants 

Virginia  was  hrfl:  planted,  and^  for  fome  time,  was  ^^^^  ^^. 

efteemed  apart  of  Virginia,   until  Charles  I.  in  the     *    ^^^\ 
J     11      1  r  XT'      '    '  1-1    more,  and 

year  1632,  granted  all  that  part  or  Virgmia,  which  feveral 

lay  North  of  Patowmac  river,  and  was  not  then  plant-  Roman 
ed,  to  the  right  honourable  Cecilius  Calvert,  Lord  Catholics 
Baltimore  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to  his  o^^^^^^"^ 
heirs ;  which  was    afterwards  named  Maryland,  in 
honour  of  the  then  confort  Henrietta  Maria,  young- 
efl  daughter  of  the  French  king  Henry  IV.     The 
Lord  Baltimore  fent  over  his  brother,  the  hon.  Leo- 
nard Calvert,   Efq  ;  with    feveral   Roman  Catholic 
gentlemen,  and  other  adventurers,  to  the  number  of 
200,-  who  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Chefepeak  in  the 
year  1633,  and  planted  the   firft  colony  near  the 
mouth  of  Patowmac   river,  and    advancing  to  the 
Indian  town  of  Yoamaco,  they  were  permitted  to 
refide  in  one  part  of   the  town,   in  confideration  of' 
fome  prefents  they  made  to  the  V/eroance,  or  prince 
of  the  country,  who  left  them  in  poiTeffion  of  the 
whole  town  as  foon  as  this  people  had  got  in  their 

G  harveftj 
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harveil ;  whereupon  Mr.  Calvert  gave  the  town  the 
name  of  St.  Mary*s  :  but  what  principally  induced 
the  Weroance  to  be  fo  exceedingly  civil  to  the 
Englifli  was  his  being  at  war  with  the  Sufquehannah 
Indians,  and  expefting  to  be  protected  by  the  Eng- 
iiih  againft  that  potent  enemy,  who  had  very  near 
driven  him  out  of  his  country.  And  fuch  was  the 
good  underitanding  between  the  Yoamaco  Indians 
and  this  colony,  that,  while  the  Englilh  were  plant- 
ing the  country,  the  Indians  hunted  for  them  in  the 
woods,  and  brought  them  in  great  quantities  of 
venifon  and  wild  fowl ;  and  many  Roman  Catholic 
families  coming  over  from  England  to  avoid  the 
penal  laws,  this  foon  became  a  flourilhing  colony^ 
of  which  the  Calverts  remained  governors  until  the 
civil  wars  in  England,  when  the  family  were  deprived 
of  the  government  of  this  province,  but  recovered 
it  again  on  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  And 
the  Hon.  Charles  Calvert,  fon  of  the  Lord  Balti- 
more, remained  governor  of  that  Colony  near  20 
years,  who  promoted  the  planting  of  tobacco  here, 
till  the  colony  became  almofl  as  conhderable  for 
that  branch  of  bufmefs  as  Virginia  ;  and  the  family 
flili  remain  proprietors  of  this  plantation,  being  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  eflates  enjoyed  by  any  fub- 
jeQ  of  Great  Britain  abroad. 

Carolina.  Carolina  was  the  lafl:  country  in  America  planted 
by  the  Englilh,  after  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  unfortu- 
nate attempts  to  fix  colonies  in  Carolina,  in  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  This 
country  feems  to  have  been  entirely  overlooked  till 
the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  '  The  then  mi- 
niftry,  being  informed  that  Carolina  would  produce 
wine,  oil,  and  filk,  and  almoft  every  thing  that  Bri- 
tain wanted,  procured  a  patent  or  grant  from  King 
Charles  to  themfclves,  dated  the  24th  of  March 
1 661^^  of  great  part  of  this  coaft ;  the  grantees  being 
"Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Lord  Chancellor ; 
George  Duke  of  Albemarle,  the  general  j  William 

Lord 
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Lord  Craven,  John  Lord  Berkley,  the  Lord  An- 
thony Aililey  Cooper,  Sir  George  Carteret,  Sir 
AViUiam  Colleton,  and  their  heirs.  Thefe  proprie- 
tors, however,  did  little  towards  planting  it,  until 
the  year  1670,  when  LordAfliley  llruck  out  a  whim- 
lical  kind  of  government  for  the  colony,  creating  a 
Palatine  or  Sovereign,  with  a  council  to  be  a  check 
upon  him  ;  which  involved  them  in  perpetual  quar- 
rels, and  almoft  deflroyed  the  plantation  as  foon  as 
it  was  fettled;  to  prevent  which,  they  were  at  length 
obliged  to  fell  thedr  Ihares  to  the  crown ;  and  it  is 
now  a  royal  government,  only  Earl  Granville  thought 
fit  to  retain  his  feventh  Ihare,  which  his  family  ftill 
remains  in  polfefTion  of. 

The  Carolinas  being  frequently  invaded  and  har- 
rafled  by  the  French  and  Spanifh  Indians,  the  Eng- 
jilh  found  it  neceflary  to  extend  their  planiations 
farther  South,  and  added  that  province  denominated 
Georgia,  contiguous  to  the  Carolinas ;  and  truflees 
were  appointed  to  fortify  that  frontier  againft  the 
incurfions  of  the  Indians,  who  accordingly  built 
towns,  and  erecled  forts  on  or  near  the  banks  of 
the  rivers  Savannah  and  Alatamaha,  in  order  10 
cover  thefe  provinces  agamil  any  hoitile  attempts  on 
that  fide,  for  here  only  they  were  liable  to  be  attack- 
ed. As  to  the  reft,  the  Apalachian  mountains  cover 
the  two  Carolinas  iVoni  any  invafion  from  the  Weft^ 

Gen.  Oglethorpe  commanded  the  firft  embarka- 
tion for  Georgia,  to  whom  the  Creek  nation  volun- 
tarily relinquifhed  their  right  to  all  the  country  South 
of  the  river  Savannarti,  the  Northern  limits  of  this 
new  province  of  Georgia  ;  and  articles  of  commerce 
were  fettled  between  the  "Englifli  and  Creeks.  There 
were  fome  attempts  made  the  laft  war  to  add  the 
Spanifn  port  of  St.  Auguftine  to  the  province  of 
Georgia ;  and  had  not  Gen.  Oglethorpe  been  be- 
trayed, he  had  probably  reduced  that  fortrefs ;  but 
not  being  able  to-  confide  in  his  people,  he  found  it 
ueceffary  to  retire  from  thence  5  and  the  Spaniards 
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not  long  after  returned  the  vifit,  and  invaded  Geor- 
gia, which  was  fo  well  defended  by  Mr.  Oglethorpe, 
that  the  Spaniards  wete  beaten  off. 

The  Spaniards  poflbfled  themfelves  of  Florida 
immediately  after  their  conqueil  of  Mexico,  under 
which  name  they  comprehended  all  thofe  countries 
which  lye  North  of  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  of  which 
Carolina  and  the  rell  of  the  Britilh  plantations  are 
part ;  but,  the  Spaniards  abandoning  part  of  this 
country  for  richer  fettlements  in  Mexico  and  Peru, 
the  Englifh  planted  mod  of  the  Eaflern  coaft,  now 
{tiled  Britilli  America,  the  Spaniards  retaining  only 
St.  Auguftin,  and  two  or  three  other  fmall  places 
Eaft  of  the  river  Miilifippi,  and  what  lyes  Weft  of 
that  river  ;  and  thus  the  country  fituated  betv/een 
the  Englifli  plantations  on  the  Eaft,  and  the  Spanifli 
territories  in  the  Weft,  renlained  under  the  domi- 
*  nion  of  the  Florida  Indians,  until  the  year  171 8, 
vhen  the  French  took  poffeffion  of  the  river  Miflifip- 
pi,  and  ereded  fome  forts,  by  virtue  whereof  they 
laid  claim  to  the  greateft  part  of  Florida,  incroach- 
ing  on  the  Spanifh  territories  on  the  Weft,  and  the 
Englifli  dominions  on  the  Eaft.  They  did,  indeed, 
pnce  before  erecl  fome  forts  on  the  Spanifli  fide  of 
the  river  Miflifippi ;  but  the  Spaniards  demolilhed 
them,  and  drove  the  French  out  of  the  country  ; 
but  hnce  France  and  Spain  have  been  fo  clofely 
united,  the  Spaniards  feem  to  wink  at  their  incroach- 
ments  ;  but  the  Engliih  who  have  ever  looked  upon 
this  country,  as  far  Weft  as  the  river  Milfifippi,  to 
belong  to  the  colonies  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia, 
cr  at  leaft  to  their  Indian  allies  the  Creeks  or  Chero- 
kees,  thought  they  had  very  good  reafon  to  difpute 
this  part  of  Florida  with  the  French,  thefe  Indians 
have  ceded  to  the  Enghfli  all  this  country  they  do 
not  chufe  themfelves  ;  and  it  muft  be  admitted  that 
the  natives  only  can  give  the  Europeans  a  juft  title 
to  it.  On  this  claim.  Great  Britain,  in  1754,  dif-. 
putcd  her  right  with  France,  from  which  conteft 
proceeded  the  late  French  wax. 
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ji  Vic^v  of  the  ^leftion   in   difpute,    relative  to   the  Colonies  s 
nvith  the  origin  of  the  prejenty  unhappy  civil  conteft. 


"^HE  fortunate  termination  cf  the  lall  war,  1763. 
which  not  only  reftored  tranquillity  to  our  v-^^v->«^ 
American  empire,  but  feemed  to  eitabliih  it  on  a 
more  folid  foundation  than  formerly,  revived  in  the 
minds  of  'the  colonilts  the  idea  of  independency  : 
and  certain  impolitic  meafures  at  home  confpired  to 
hurry  into  execution  a  fyftem,  which  might  otherwife 
have  remained  for  years  in  contemplation  ;  and  at 
length,  perhaps,  have  proved  no  more  than  an 
amuhng  theory. 

A  Change  had  taken  place  in  the  Britiih  miniflry.  Change 
Tlie  Earl  of  Bute,  againflwhom  the   public  odium  ^^,. '^ 
had  rifen  to  an  incredible  height,  had  refigned  ;  and  jiilmftvy, 
the  honourable  George   Grenville,   who  had  long 
prefided  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  treafury.     He  brought  his  contracted 
mercantile    ideas   along    with  him.     By  means   of 
commercial  regulations  alone,  and  thefe  chiefly  di- 
rected againlt  fmuggling,  he  hoped  to  fupply  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  ftate.     Agreeable  to  this  idea,  the 
Ibvereignty  of  the  Ifie  of  Man  was  purehafed  by  the 

Crovvn, 
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1764.  crown,  and  armed  vefTels  were  ilationed  all  around 
"^y-^r^u  the  coafts  of  Britain  ;  lb  that  no  Ihip  could  pafs 
either  out  from  or  into  any  port  without  a  Uriel  ex- 
amination. This  policy,  more  detrimental  to  trade 
than  emolumentary  to  the  revenue  extended  even 
to  America  and  the  Wed  Indies,  where  it  was 
productive  of  the  mod  pernicious  coniequenccs. 

^en  of         A  lucrative  trade  had  long  been  carried  on  between 
waF  lla-     our  illands  in  the  Weil  Indies  and  the  Spanifli  main. 
^rTvent^  In  order  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  this  trade,  which 
fmug-       ^^^^  entirely  in  favpur  of  England,  and  which  Spain 
gling.       had  taken  every  method  to  obflrud,  the  inhabitants 
of  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes  had  often  run  the  greatelt 
hazards  ;  and  the  Engliih  men  of  war  in  thofe  lati- 
tudes   had    frequently  proteCled    them    from  the 
Guar  da  Codas,  at  the  rifl;  of  a  national  quarrel.    But 
now  thefe  men  of  war,  having  received  a  general 
order  to  prevent  fmuggling  of  every  kind,  or  in  the 
miniderial  phrafe,  to  '-  crufli  the  monller,"  made 
prize  even  of  the  Spanifli  velTels,  when  they  came 
within  a  certain  latitude,  v/ith  their  gold,  diver, 
cochineal,  and  other  valuable  commodities,  which 
they  meant  to  exchange  for  Britifli  manufadures ; 
and,  as  if  the  Guarda  Codas  had  no  longer  been 
fufficicnt,    a  like  feverity  was   ufed  towards  fucli 
Englifh  iliips  as  attem.pted  to  vifit  the  Spanilh  fettle- 
ments.     The  didrels  occaiioned  by  this  abfurd  re- 
gulation, fo  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  Britidi  policy, 
was  foon  felt  over  all  our  V/ed  India  iflands.     A 
total  dagnation  of  trade  was  the  confequence,  and 
gold  and  filver  entirely  difappeared*. 

Nor  did  our  North  American  Colonies  feel  lefs 
feverely  the  effeds  of  the  fame  regulation.  They 
had  early  carried   on  a   beneficial  trade  with  the 

French 

*  The  precious  metals  have  ever  liiice  been  fcarce  in  our 
Weft  India  iflaaJs  ;  for  althpugh  an  a£l  was  pafTed  in  1766, 
declaring  Jamaica  and  Dominicii  frse  ports,  the  Spanifh  trado 
has  never  been  f ally  recovered. 
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French  iilands  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Thither  they  1764. 
conveyed  wood  for  building,  corn,  cattle,  and  pro-  ^^^-vx^ 
vifions  of  all  kinds ;  and  brought  back,  in  return, 
indigo,  cotton, fugar,  andmolaffes.  Partof  thefe  they 
confumed  themfelves,  and  part  they  fent  to  the  mo- 
ther-country, in  exchange  for  her  various  manufac- 
tures ;  and  though  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
they  fometimes  received  French  manufadtures  im- 
mediately for  their  produce,  the  trade  was  attended 
with  fo  many  advantages  to  our  Northern  colonies, 
efpecially  after  France  was  deprived  of  Canada,  that 
it  ought  never  to  have  been  obftruded,  though  it 
fhould  perhaps  have  been  put  under  certain  reftric- 
tions,  as  contributing  in  too  great  a  degree  to  theprof- 
perity  of  a  rival  power,  as  well  as  to  enhance  the 
ncceifaries  of  life  in  our  Weft  India  iflands,  beyond 
what  is  confiftent  with  the  general  intereft  of  the 
empire. 

Thefe  confiderations  were  partly  overlooked  by  Ameri- 
the  Britllli  miniftry,  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the  in-  ^^"^  will 
habitants  of  North  America,  on  the  other.     The  l^\l^!^'^ 
latter  would  admit   of  no   reftraint  upon  a  trade,  ftraint 
which  they  affirmed  not  only  eflential  to  the  clearing  on  their 
of  their  lands,  and  the  profperity  of  their  fifliery,  trade, 
but  alfo  to  enable  them  to  purchafe  the  manufadures 
of    the    mother-country.      The    minifter,    like    all 
v/rongheaded  men,  was  obftinate  in  his  purpofe  :  in 
his  rage  to  augment  the  revenue  of  the  cuftoms,  he 
loft  fight  of  every  other  circumftance.     The  naval 
officers  employed  to  execute  the  orders  of  govern- 
ment, partly  from  ignorance,  partly  from  rapacity, 
were  guilty  of  many  a£ls  of  violence  and  injuftice. 
Our  North  American    colonies  were  neither  in  a 
difpofition  tamely  to  fuffisr  fuch  injuftice,nor  in  a  fitu- 
ation  that  made  fubmiffion  neceifary.     They  were 
undifputed  mafters  of  an  immenfe  continent,  with- 
out a  (ingle  enemy  to  moleft  them  ;  their  population 
was  great,  and  increafmg  with  amazing  rapidity  ; 
they  were  poflelTed  of  vail  internal  refources,  ^and 

needed 
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1764.  needed  only  perhaps  an  entire  freedom  of  trade  to 
^•^^^^'^  be  the  greateft  people  upon  earth.  They  were 
ambitious  of  pollelling  that  freedom,  and  had  al- 
ready formed  the  fcheme  of  their  enfranchifement. 
Their  condu£i:  was  confiltent  with  their  temper  and 
condition  :  they  immediately  came  to  a  refoiution  to 
import  no  manufadures  from  Great  Britain,  except 
fuch  as  it  was  impoilible  for  them  to  do  without. 

Refolu-  '^his  refoiution  has  been  reprefented,  by  certain 
tion  not  politicians,  as  the  mofl  moderate  that  could  have 
to  import  been  adopted  in  fuch  circumftances :  and  fo  it  ap- 
Bntiih  pears  at  firft  view  ;  but  on  a  more  clofe  examina- 
tures.  "  tion,  it  will  be  found  to  involve  almofl  every  thing 
that  the  colonies  have  fmce  claimed  and  the  mother- 
country  denied.  If  they  did  not  import  their  manu- 
fadlures  from  Great  Britain,  they  muil  either  them- 
felves  fabricate  them,  or  receive  them  fromfome  othef 
European  power  :  and  in  both  thefe  inflances,  as  we 
have  already  feen,they  were  reftrained  by  acls  of  the 
Britifh  legillature,  whofe  validity  they  had  never 
called  in  queflion  ;  they  therefore  claimed  indepen- 
dency. Whether  the  minifter  perceived  this  or  not 
may  be  queftioned ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  he  per- 
ceived the  inefficacy  of  his  commercial  regulations  to 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  government.  He  did  not, 
however,  abandon  his  mercantile  fyftem.  An  open 
trade  was  permitted  between  our  American  fettle- 
ments,  and  thofe  of  other  nations  ;  but  the  moft  im- 
portant branches  of  it  were  loaded  with  fuch  duties 
as  were  thought  equal  to  a  prohibition.  Thofe  duties 
were  ordered  to  be  paid  into  the  Britifli  exchequer, 
and  in  fpecie  too,  at  the  fame  time  that  a  bill  was 
paffed  for  regulating  the  quantity  of  paper-money 
in  the  colonies. 

It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  difcontent  which 
thefe  two  a£ts  produced,  both  in  the  colonies  and 
the  mother-country.  The  miniflry  were  no\v,  it 
was  faid,  proceeding  from  violent  ads  of  defpotifm, 

to 
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to  thofe  of  confirmed  tyranny  and  deliberate  op-    1764. 
prellion.     Could  there  be  a  more  arbitrary  or  ab-   ^*-'^^'^^, 
furd  ordinance,  than  to  require  the  Americans  to 
pay  in  fpecie,  of  which  they  were  entirely  deflitutCj 
and  which  they  had  now  no  means  left  of  acquiring, 
taxes  in  themfelves  too  grievous  to  be  borne  ? — In 
vain  was  it  urged,  that  too  great  a  quantity  of  cir- 
culating paper  has  a  tendency  to  banilh  the  precious 
metals,    v/hich  always  difappear  where  they  are  not 
necelTary  ;  that  they  would  return  on  its  being  cir- 
cumfcribed,  and  that  fair  trade  and  ufeful  induftry, 
inflead  of  being  hurt  by  fuch  a  regulation,  would 
be  promoted,    and  idle  fpeculation   and  romantic 
projefts  only  difcourag^d  ;  that  the  taxes  complain- 
ed of  were  no  greater  than  what  found  policy  re- 
quires, in  order  to  give  a  preference  to  the  com- 
modities of  the  Englifli  Weft  India  Iflands  above 
thofe  of  other  nations  ;  and  that  they  would  all  be 
returned,  together  with  an  additional  fum  in  fpecie, 
for  the  payment  of  the  Britiih  troops  in  America, 
Thefe  troops    were  a  new  caufe  of  terror,    and 
the  conquells  which  had  occafioned  their  eftablifh- 
ment,  were  execrated.     The  jealous  republicans  of 
New  England,  already  beheld  in  idea  their  own 
money  employed  to  pay  a  band  of  rapacious  mer- 
cenaries, hired  to  keep  them  in  llavifh  fubjedion  to 
the   mother-country.     They  wxre  filled  with  indig- 
nation at  the  thought ;  and  inftead  of  attending  to 
feveral  adis  paffed  for  the  encouragement  of  their 
trade  *,  which  were  at  leaft  a  balance  for  thofe  of 
a  contrary  tendency,  they  not  only  determined  to 
abide  by  their  former  refolution  of  non-importation, 
but  to  encourage  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power  all 

H  idnd 

*  Namely,  **  a  Bill  for  granting  Leave  for  a  limited  Time 
for  carrying  Rice  from  the  Provinces  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  to  other  Parts  of  America,  on  paying  British  Duties; 
a  Bill  for  granting  a  Bo^inty  upon  the  Importation  of  Hemp 
and  Flax  from  her  American  Colonies  into  Great  Britain  ; 
and  a  Bill  for  -^nco^jraging  the  Whale-fifhery  in  the  Air.ericaa 
3eas. 
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1764.    kinds  of  manufadures  within   themfelves,  without 
^^•v^^    P^y'^^^g  ^^^y  regard  to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  in 
that  refped. 

To  this  fecond  refolution,  which  foon  became 
general,  the  colonifls  were  partly  incited  by  a  vote 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  pafled  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  a<St  impofmg  thofe  duties  which  gave  fo 
much  offence ;  ''  that,  towards  further  defraying 
^he  neceflary  expences  of  protecting  the  colonies, 
it  may  be  proper  to  charge  certain  ftamp-duties 
upon  them."  Nothing  could  be  more  imprudent 
than  this  vote ;  which  feems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  fame  timid  pohcy  that,  under  the  name  of 
lenity,  has  been  fo  difgraceful  to  the  arms,  and  pre- 
judicial to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  pre- 
fent  difputc  with  her  colonies.  It  was  meant  as  a 
prelude  to  the  famous  Stamp  Act,  and  was  car- 
ried with  little  or  no  oppofition.  Had  the  a£t  itfelf 
been  propofed  at  the  fame  time,  it  would  have  palled 
with  equal  eafe,  and  the  oppofition  in  the  colonies 
would^  in  all  probability,  have  been  very  inconfi- 
derable. 

Stamp  ^^^  th^t  meafure  was  poflponed  till  next  feffion 

ad  poft-  q^  parliament,  in  order  that  the  colonies  might  have 
poned,  tlm.e,  as  was  pretended,  '^  to  offer  a  compenfation 
that  the  j-q^.  ^j-^^  revenue  which  a  ftamp-duty  might  yield  ;" 
might  of-  ^^^  ^^^^  minifter  actually  fliewed  his  willingnefs, 
feracom-  when  the  colony  agents  waited  upon  him  to  offer 
pcnfation  their  thanks  for  this  mark  of  his  confideration,  "  to 
by  any  receive  propofals  for  any  other  tax  that  might  be 
"  ' "" "'  equivalent  in  its  produce  to  the  one  under  contem- 
plation.'*' There  is  reafon  however  to  believe, 
that  the  true  purpofe  of  the  vote  v/as  to  gather  the 
fenfe  of  the  colonies  with  regard  to  an  internal  taxa- 
tion :  and  that  was  as  unfavourable  as  the  boidefl 
leader  of  faction,  either  in  England  or  America, 
could  have  wifhed  it.  Had  the  parliament  firmly 
exerted  their  legiflative  authority  over  the  colonies, 

whicfa 
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•which  had  never  ferioufly  been  called  in  queflion 
fmce  the  revolution,  by  giving  to  the  purpofed  bill 
at  once  the  force  of  a  law,  the  coloniUs  "would  not 
have  felt  in  its  adual  operation  thofe  evils  fuggefted 
by  an  enthuhaftic  fancy,  difcoloured  by  faife  report ; 
nor  would  ambitious  men  have  had  leifure  to  pro- 
pagate, by  working  on  the  fears  and  the  difcontents 
of  the  people,  thofe  infectious  principles  of  natural 
liberty  and  original  equality,  fo  flattering  to  human 
nature,  but  inconfiftcnt  with  all  government,  and 
which  all  popular  leaders  have  thought  it  neceffary 
to  employ,  till  they  were  in  veiled,  like  Wafhington, 
ivith   the  fupreme   command,    or    like   Cromwell, 
found  themfelves  fufficiently  powerful  to  tell  their 
equals  they  were  Haves. 

In  confequence  of  this  procrafllnation,   and  thofe  Confe- 
licentious  principles  which  it  allowed  to  fpring  up,  9"^"ce  of 
the  colonics  not  only  took  the  folemn  refoiution,  ^^l,  ^?"" 
already  mentioned,  to  manufacture  for  themfelves,  ilampa6l, 
without  deigning  to  take  any  notice  of  the  reflriclive 
laws  already  in  force,  but  fent  over  petitions  to  be 
prefented  to  the  king,  lords  and  commons,  pofitive- 
ly,  and  direclly  calling  in  quediion  the  authority  and 
jurifdidion  of  the  Britifh    parliament  over  them. 
The  minority  in  both  Houfes  caught  the  language, 
which  was  re-echoed  by  their  adherents  without 
doors ;  and  when  the  bill  for  laying  a  (lamp-duty 
on  the  colonies  was  read,  a  warm  debate  enfued, 
m  which  not  only  the  expediency  of  that  or  any 
other  internal  taxi  was  called  in  queflion,  but  alfo 
the  right  of  the  Bntifli  legillature  to  tax  the  colonies 
without  their  concurrence. 

The  queflion  of  right  we  fliall  afterwards  have 
occafion  to  difcufs,  v/hen  it  came  formally  before 
the  great  council  of  the  nation,  and  the  propriety 
of  the  particular  tax  will  naturally  fall  under  our 
examination,  in  fpeaking  of  the  repeal  of  the  flamp- 
acl :  it  will  therefore  be  fufBcient  here  to  coniiGe-r  a 
.     '  qijeilion 
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1764.  queflion  intimately  conncftcd  with  both,  the  ability 
.V^^'x^V  of  the  colonies  to  bear  internal  taxes ;  from  which 
the  expediency  of  impohng  them,  will  in  fome  mea- 
fure  appear.  The  common  advantages  which  every 
empire  derives  from  the  provinces  fubje6t  to  its  do- 
minion, it  was  obferved  by  the  friends  of  adminif- 
tration,  confillis  in  the  military  force  which  they 
furnifh  for  its  defence,  and  in  the  revenue  that  they 
yield  for  the  fupport  of  its  civil  government.  But 
the  Englifh  colonies  have  never  yet  contributed  any 
thing  towards  the  defence  of  the  mother-country, 
or  towards  the  fupport  of  its  civil  government :  on 
the  contrary,  they  themfelves  have  been  hitherto 
defended  almoft  entirely  at  the  expence  of  the  pa- 
rent-ftate.  The  expence  of  their  own  civil  govern- 
ment has  always  been  very  moderate  * :  it  has  gene- 
rally been  confined  to  what  was  neceffary  for  paying 
competent  falaries  to  the  governor,  to  the  judges, 
and  to  fome  other  officers  of  police,  and  for  main- 
taining a  few  of  the  moll  ufeful  public  works. 
Their  ecclefiaflical  government  is  conducted  upon  a 
plan  equally  frugal :  tithes  are  unknown  among 
them;  and  their  clergy,  by  no  means  num<^rous, 
are  maintained  either  by  moderate  ftipends,  or  by 
the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  people.  The 
mofl  important  part  of  the  expence  of  government, 
that  of  protedion,  has  conftantly  indeed  fallen  upon 
.the  motherrcountry :  and  if  {he  is  to  receive  no 
compenfation  for  paft  favours,  it  is  at  lead  but  rca- 
fonable,  that  the  colonies  fnould  henceforth  raife 
fuch  a  proportion  of  revenue,  as  will  for  the  future 

free 


*  The  expence  of  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  MafTachufets 
Bay,  before  the  comjiicnceji-ifnt  of  the  prefent  diilurbances, 
ufcd  to  be  but  about  eighteen  thoufand  pounds  a  year  ;  that  of 
New  Hampfhire  and  Rhode  Ifiandj  three  thoufand  five  huudred 
t-achj  that  of  Conneaicut  four  thoufand  ;  that  of  New  York 
nnd  Penfylvania,  four  thoufand  five  hundred  each;  that  of 
iN'ew^  Jerfey,  one  thoufand  two  hundred  ;  that  of  Virginia  and 
kSouth  Carolina,  eight  thoufand  each  : — in  a  word,  all  the  dif- 
ferent civil  eflablifliments  In  North  America,  did  net  then  much 
it^c.eed  fcventy  thoufand  pound  ilerling  annually. 
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free  her  from  this  burden ;  efpecially  as  the  colo- 
niils,  who  are  fubjed  neither  to  the  tythe  nor  poor's 
rate,  mufl  be  infinitely  more  able  to  bear  revenue- 
taxes,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  who 
groan  beneath  thofe  two  grievous  and  oppreihve 
loads. 

It  was  anfwered  by  the  gentlemen  in  oppofition, 
That,  however  appearances  might  he  in  their  fa- 
vour, mod  of  the  provinces  in  North  America  were 
excellively  poor ;  that  they  were  upwards  of  four 
millions  in  debt  to  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain, 
who  being  creditors  to  fuch  an  amount,  were  in 
reality  the  proprietors  of  a  great  part  of  what  the 
Americans  feemed  to  poflefs ;  that  the  fuppreflion 
of  manufactures  in  that  country,  and  obliging  the 
colonifts  to  take  every  fort  which  they  ufe  from 
Great  Britain,  comprises  all  kinds  of  taxes  in  one, 
and  makes  them  in  reality  the  fupporters  of  a  great 
part  of  our  public  burdens.  But  if  actual  taxes 
-v/ere  even  ncceifary,  there  was  no  poiTibility  of  pay- 
ing them ;  the  interior  commerce  of  the  colonies 
being  entirely  carried  on  by  a  paper  currency,  and 
the  gold  and  filver  which  occafionally  came  among 
them,  all  fent  to  Great  Britain  :  we  could  not  draw 
from  them  what  they  had  not ;  we  had  already  got 
all  their  fpecie :  they  had  neither  gold  nor  lilver 
kft ;  and  without  gold  and  iilver  taxes  could  not 
be  paid. 

The  fcarcity  of  gold  and  filver  money  in  America, 
it  was,  or  might  have  been  rephed  *,  is  not  the 
effect  of  the  poverty  of  that  country,  or  of  the  ina-p 
bility  of  the  people  there  to  pur  chafe  thofe  metals. 
In  a  country  where  the  wages  of  labour  are  confi- 
derably  higher,  and  the  price  of  provifions  much 

lovv^er 

*  The  author  has  not  contlned  hunfelf  merely  to  the  argu- 
ments offered  in  either  hcufe  of  Parliament  :  he  has  alfo  in- 
cluded thofe  employed  by  the  bcft  political  writers  on  both 
iides,  as  well  as  fuch  r»8  occv.red  to  himfelf. 
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1764.  lower  than  in  England,  the  greater  part  of  the  peo- 
^i>*'v^^^  pie  mufl  have  the  means  ot  purchanng  a  greater 
quantity,  if  it  were  either  neceflary  or  convenient 
for  them  fo  to  do  :  the  fcarcity  of  thofe  metals  muft 
therefore  be  the  effect  of  choice,  not  of  neceility. 
It  is  convenient  for  the  Americans^,  who  could  al- 
ways employ  with  profit  in  the  improvement  of  their 
.  lands  a  greater  flock  than  they  can  get,  to  fave  as 
much  as  poflible  the  expence  of  fo  coftly  an  inflru- 
ment  of  commerce  as  gold  and  filver,  and  rather  to 
employ  that  part  of  their  furplus  produce  which 
would  be  requifite  for  purchafmg  thofe  metals,  in 
purchafmg  the  inflruments  of  trade,  the  materials 
£)f  cloathing,  feveral  articles  of  houfliold  furniture, 
and  the  iron-work  necelTary  for  building,  and  for 
extending  their  fettlements  and  plantations  ;  in  pur- 
chafmg not  dead  flock,  but  adive  and  productive 
Hock, 

As  it  fuits  the  conveniency  of  the  planters  to  fave 
the  expence  of  employing  gold  and  filver  money 
in  their  donieflic  tranfactions,  it  alfo  fuits  the  con- 
veniency of  the  colony  governments  to  fupply  them 
wdth  their  paper-money  ;  a  medium  which,  though 
attended  with  fome  very  conliderable  diladvantages, 
enables  them  to  fave  that  expence.  The  redun- 
dancy of  paper-money  has  a  farther  tendency  to 
banifh  the  precious  metals,  which  are  never  feen 
where  they  are  not  neceflary  :  wherever  a  cheaper 
inflrument  of  commerce  can  be  found,  in  the  colo- 
nies, they  difappear.  In  thofe  branches  of  bufi- 
nefs,  however,  v/hich  cannot  be  traniacled  without 
gold  and  filver  money,  it  appears  that  the  Americans 
can  always  find  the  neceflary  quantity  ;  and  if  they 
frequently  do  not  find  it,  their  failure  is  generally 
the  effect,  not  of  their  neceflary  poverty,  but  of 
their  bold  ar.d  projecting  fpirit,  of  their  unneceifary 
and  extravagant  pailion  for  enterprize.  It  is  not 
becaufe  they  are  poor,  that  their  payments  are 
flow,  irregular,  and  uncertain  ;  but  becaufe  they 
iire  too  eager  to  become  exceiljvely  rich. 
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The  fame  reafoning  is  equally  applicable  to  the  1764* 
revenue  intended  to  be  raifed  in  America.  Though  V-ors.^ 
all  that  part  of  the  produce  of  the  colony  ta:Jces, 
which  fliould  exceed  what  was  necelfary  for  de- 
fraying the  expence  of  their  own  civil  and  iilili- 
tary  eliablifliments,  were  to  be  remitted  to  Great 
Britain  in  gold  and  filver,  the  colonies  have  fuffici- 
ent  means  to  purchafe  the  requifite  quantity  of  thofe 
metals,  They  would  in  this  cafe  be  obliged,  iti- 
decd,  to  exchange  a  part  of  their  furplus  produce, 
with  which  they  now^  purchafe  active  and  produdive 
flock,  for  dead  flock.  In  tranfad:ing  their  domeflic 
bufmefs,  they  would  be  obliged  to  employ  a  coflly 
inflead  of  a  cheap  inftrument  of  commerce  ;  and 
the  expence  of  purchafmg  this  coflly  inftrument 
might  damp  fomewhat  the  vivacity  and  ardour  of 
their  immoderate  fpirit  of  enterprize  of  the  improve- 
ment of  land.  It  might  not  however  be  neceifary, 
if  it  fhouid  be  found  utterly  inconvenient,  to  remit 
any  part  of  the  American  revenue  in  goid^nd  filver : 
it  might  be  remitted  in  bills  drawn  upon,  and  ac- 
cepted by  particular  merchants  or  companies  ift 
Great  Britain,  to  whom  a  part  of  the  furplus  produce 
of  America  had  been  configned,  and  who  would 
pay  into  the  treafury  of  the  American  revenue  in 
nionev,  after  having:  themfelvcs  received  the  value: 
of  it  in  goods.  Thus  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  re- 
venue might  be  tranfaded  without  exporting  a  fingle 
ounce  of  gold  or  filver  from  America. 

Recomxmended  by  thefe,  or  fimilar  reafonings,  Stamp 
the  bill  for  impofmg  a  ftamp  duty,  on  the  colonies,  ^€1  pafled 
and  intended  as  a  prelude  to  a  general  internal  tax- 
ation, made  its  way  through  both  houfes  of  parha- 
ment ;  and,  according  to  form,  received  the  royal 
aiTent.  Intelligence  of  this  meafure  no  fooner 
reached  Anierica,  where  the  news  of  the  vote  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  relative  to  its  propriety, 
had  aheady  excited  unlverfai  alarm,  th^n  the  deepeft 
meiancholy  took  pofTeiucn  af  every  countenaiice  5 

and 
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1764.  and  that  melancholy  was,  in  fome  places,  fublimed 
^-^'^^'^  into  fury.  This  was  particularly  the  cafe  at  Bollon 
in  New  England,  were  unfortunately  the  difagrec- 
able  tidings  firfl  arrived.  The  example  of  paifive-  • 
nefs,  or  even  moderation  in  one  province,  might 
have  had  fome  effe6t  to  induce  the  reft  to  fubmit ; 
but  neither  moderation  nor  fubmiffion  were  to  be 
expeded  from  the  wild  fanatics  of  Maffachufets 
Bay.  Their  dilTatisfadion  difcovered  itfelf  in  a  man- 
ner entirely  fuited  to  their  character :  in  a  mixture 
of  afieded  forrow  and  infolent  contempt  of  fovereigu 
authority.  The  Ihips  in  the  harbour  hung  out 
their  colours  half-maft  high,  in  token  of  the  deepeft 
mourning j  the  bells  rang  muffled;  the  ad  itfelf 
was  printed,  with  a  death's  head  to  it,  in  the  place 
where  it  is  ufual  to  fix  the  king's  arms,  and  cried 
publicly  about  the  ftreets,  by  the  name  of  the 
I  *^  Folly  of  England,  and  the  Ruin  of  America." 
Eflays  fcon  followed,  not  only  againft  the  expedien-  . 
cy,  but  the  equity  of  the  tax,  in  feveral  news-papers, 
one  of  w^hich  wore,  by  way  of  head-piece,  the  fol- 
lowing fignificant  emblem,  truly  exprellive  of  the 
purpofe  of  the  leading  men  in  the  colonies  ;  a  fnake 
cut  in  pieces,  with  the  initial  letters  of  the  names 
of  the  feveral  provinces,  from  New  England  to  South 
Carolina  inclufively,  affixed  to  ^ach  piece,  and 
above  them  the  words  "  JOIN  or  DIE  !*' 

Stamp  Nor  was  the  diflatisfadion  of  the  colonies,  to  give 

ad  burnt  it  no  worfe  name,  confined  to  thefe  fymboiical  and 
ed^whh^"  ^^^  literary  infults  on  the  authority  of  the  mother- 
^g^t        country.     The    Stamp-Ad,  printed  in  his  majelly's 
contempt  name,  no  fooner  reached  America,  than  it  was  treat- 
by  the  CO-  cd  by  the  populace  with  all  that  contempt  and  in- 
lonies.       dignation,  which  could  be  exprelled  by  order  of  the 
civil  power  againft  a  fcandalous  libel.     It  was  public- 
ly burnt  in  feveral  places,  along  with  the  effigies  of 
thofe  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  had  any  hand  in 
promoting  it.    The  mafters  of  ffiips  who  had  ftamps 
on  bgarcJa  were  obliged,  in  order  to  fave  their  \it^t\% 

from 
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from  fire,  and  their  pcrfons  from  the  gibbet,  to  fur-  1764. 
render  their  execrated  cargoes  into  the  hands  of  the  v-.^^'^nj 
enraged  multitude,  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  igno- 
minious manner  with  the  ad:  itfelf,  unlefs  fome  man 
of  war  happened  to  be  at  hand  to  prote^  them. 
Even  then  the  danger  was  not  over.  Thofe  gentle- 
m.en  who  went  from  England,  as  diftributors  of  the 
llanips,  fared  flill  worfe.  Some  of  them  were  obli- 
ged, en  pain  of  death,  to  take  an  oath,  that  they 
would  never  more  be  concerned  in  fuch  employment; 
others  for  obflinately  perfifling,  as  it  v/as  termed,  to 
cnllave  the  colonies,  had  their  houfes  burnt  to  the 
ground,  and  their  mofl  valuable  efieds  plundered  or 
deflroyed.  Governors  and  chief  Juflices,  who  had 
been  named  for  this  purpofe,  without  their  own  foli- 
citation  or  knowledge,  were  treated  in  the  fame 
manner :  nay,  Ihip-maflers  bringing  ftamped  mer- 
cantile or  cuilom-houfe  papers,  merely  in  their  own 
defence,  from  fuch  of  the  colonies  as  had  thought 
proper  to  fubmit  to  the  ad,  were  forced  to  refign 
them,  to  be  flruck  up  in  derifion  in  taverns  and  cof- 
fee-houfes,  and  afterwards  publicly  committed  to 
the  flames. 

Many  of  the  better  fort  of  people  gradually 
mingled  with  the  populace,  in  thefe  tumults ;  and 
one  of  them  w^as  not  afraid  to  fet  the  authority  of 
Great  Britain  openly  at  defiance,  by  advertifing  in 
the  public  papers,  that  the  perfons  whofe  bufmefs  it 
was  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  Stamp  Ad^ 
might  fave  themfelves  the  trouble  of  calling  upon 
him  for  that  purpofe,  as  he  was  determined  to  pay 
no  taxes  except  fuch  as  were  levied  by  his  repreien- 
tatives.  Even  the  provincial  affemblies  not  only  de^ 
clined  giving  the  governors  any  advice  concerning 
their  behaviour  in  this  critical  emergency,  but  re- 
fufed  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  executive  power 
fo  as  X.0  prevent  future  commotions  ;  to  condemn 
the  rioters  to  any  corporal  punifliment,  or  to  decree 
any  compenfation   to  the   injured   parties.     Thefe 

i  aifem- 


SS  The  HISTORY  of  the  Chap.  I. 

1764.  aflemblies,  encouraged  by  aiTociatlons  of  the  free- 
'^'^^'*^^  holders,  v/ent  yet  farther :  initead  of  barely  con- 
niving at  the  tumultuous  proceedings  of  the  people, 
in  averting  their  independency  by  ads  of  violence 
and  injuflice,  they  proceeded  to  avow  it  themfelves 
in  the  molt  exprefs  terms  ;  and  confidering  the 
great  diverfity  of  governments,  as  well  as  of  opi- 
nions both  civil  and  religious,  a  wonderful  har- 
mony appeared  in  the  fentiments  of  the  allemblies 
of  the  feveral  provinces. 

Tiiemer-      T\\z  merchants  of  thofe  colonies  that  ventured 
a  reeV  t  ^P^^^T  ^^  oppofe  the  Stamp  Adh,  alfo  entered  into 
to  import  ^^^  moft  folemn  engagements  with  each  other,  to 
anygoods  order  no  more  goods  from  Great  Britain,  let  the  con- 
Irom         fequences  be  what  they  would,  nor  even  to  difpofe  oF 
^|"5^^       any  Britifli  goods  fent  them  by  commiffion,    unlefs 
after  the    ^J^^^PP^d  before  the  firfl  of  January  1766.     In  the 
lit  of  Jan,  meantime  they  imported  from  Ireland,  and  no  doubt 
1766*       from  foreign  dates,  fuch  goods-  as  they  could  not 
do  without.     Nor  did  they  omit  any  means  to  free 
themfelves  even  from  this  dependence.     A  Society 
of  Arts,  Manufadlures,  and  Commerce,  on  the  plan 
of  the  London  fociety,  was  inilituted  at  New  York^ 
and   markets  opened  for  the  fake  of  home-made 
goods.     By  thefe  it  foon  appeared,  that  the  manu- 
facturers whom  the  colonifts  had,  for  fomc  time 
paft,  been  inviting  from  Europe,  by  tempting  en- 
couragements, Ii;ad  not  been  idle  ;    and   that  the 
fcheme  of  independency*,  in  what  regards  interna! 
induftry  was  far   advanced,   and   muli:    foon  have 
liiewn  itfelf,  at  leaft  by  a  diminution  in  the  demand 
tor  our  manufadures,  though  no   internal  tax  had 
been  propofed,  and  by  a  contempt  of  our  reftraints 

on 

*  Though  the  author  of  this  work  has  no  doubt  of  the  au- 
tiienticity  of  Motitcalni' s  Letters,  in  which  the  views  of  the  go- 
lonifts  towards  independent  fovereignty  itielf  are  fully  eila- 
blifhed,  he  has  founded  none  of  his  reafonings  upon  them,  that 
he  niay  not  be  faid  to  build  upon  a  falfe^  or  even  on  a  fufpi- 
cid'js  authotity. 
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on  tlicir  internal  commerce.  Linens,  woollens,  the  176:^. 
coarfer  but  mod  ufeful  kinds  of  iron-ware,  malt  V-^^v^-'" 
fpirits,  paper-hangings,  and  a  variety  of  other  arti- 
cles, were  produced  before  the  fociety  with  great 
approbation ;  and  when  brought  to  market,  they 
were  bought  up  with  equal  greedinefs,  though  much 
inferior  to  thofe  of  the  mother-country.  A  refolu- 
tion  was  at  the  fame  time  entered  into  by  the 
northern  colonies,  to  eat  no  lamb,  that  their  new 
woollen  manufadures  might  not  fall  ihort  of  mate^ 
rials,  by  the  deflruclion  of  the  young  of  their 
flocks.  In  a  word,  a  fpirit  of  induffry  and  fruga- 
lity univerfally  took  place  of  that  of  idlenefs  and 
profufion.  Even  the  women,  whofe  weaknefs  was 
moft  to  be  feared,  were  forward  in  fetting  an  ex- 
ample to  the  men,  by  renouncing  whatever  Britain 
had  formerly  furnilhed  them  with,  either  for  ele- 
gance or  conveniency. 

Such  was  the  oppofition  made  againfl  the  Stamp 
Act,  and  the  ffeps  taken  in  confequence  of  it,  by 
the  eight  moft  ancient  Englifli  colonies  in  North 
America  ;  namely.  New  England,  New  York,  New 
Jerfey,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the 
two  Carolinas.  The  other  colonies  quietly  fub- 
mitted  to  the  authority  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
as  did  all  the  Well  India  iflands,  except  thofe  of  St. 
Chriflopher  and  Nevis,  where  a  riot  enfued  on  the 
fd'll  arrival  of  the  flamped  paper. 

While  thefe  tranfadions  were  going  forward  in  Cliangt 
the  colonies,  a  change  had  been  madjs  in  the  Britilh  ^^.^he 
miniftry.     The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  was  placed  ^"^"'^^^7- 
at  the   head  of  the  treafury,   in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Grenville,  who  had  found  it  necelTary  to  refign ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  General  Conway  were 
appointed  fecretarics  of  ftate.     The  minifler  w^as  an 
advocate    for    the    Icgiflative    authority    of    Great 
Britain  over  her  colonies,  in  all  cafes  whatfoevcr, 
but  he  difapproved  of  the  Stamp  Act  j  though  only 

perhaps 
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1765.  perhaps  becaufe  it  was  the  meafure  of  his  predecef- 
^"''^^'^^  for,  and  becaufe  he  hoped  to  render  himfelf  popular 
by  getting  it  repealed.  It  mnft  be  owned,  however, 
that  he  aded  with  no  iefs  prudence  than  moderation 
with  refpedt  to  the  proceedings  in  America.  The 
firmnefs  as  well  as  temper,  which  appeared  in  his 
difpatches  to  the  different  governors,  do  him  ho- 
nour ;  though  inclined  to  lenity,  and  even  averfe 
from  the  meafure  which  had  made  rigour  neceifary, 
he  did  not  facrifice  the  dignity  of  the  nation  by  irre- 
folution  or  weaknefs.  In  confequence  of  this  mild 
condud,  a  door  was  ftill  left  open  for  reconciliation, 
v/hen  the  matter  fhould  come  finally  before  the  fu- 
preme  legillature  of  the  empire,  as  the  colonills 
were  not  urged  to  commit  fuch  a6ls  as  could  not  be 
forgiven. 

January       That  important  crifis,  for  which  all  parties  were 
J  766.    prepared,  at  length  arrived. 

Debates        Never  w^as  any  affair  debated  in  a  Britilh  parlia* 

pn  the       ment,    in  which  the   nation    thought  itfelf  more 

repeal  of  deeply  intereiled,  or  on  w^hich  all  Europe  hung  with 

^^    ^imp  j^-^Qj-g  impatient  anxiety,  than  the  right  of  taxing  the 

colonies,  and  the  meafures  neceffary  to  be  purfued 

relative    to    their    late    proceedings.     Nuinberlefs 

pamphlets  were  written  on  both  fides  of  the  quef- 

tion ;  and,  in  general,  both  parties  were  guilty  of 

the  fame  fault,  though  in  the  moil  oppofite  extremes. 

The  advocates  for  the  colonies,  as  on  every  fucceed- 

ing  occafion,    carried   the  idea  of  liberty  to  the 

liighell  pitch  of  enthufiafm*,  while  their  antagonifls 

feemed 

*  "  In  general,'*  fays  Dr.  Price,  *'  to  htfree  is  to  be  guided 
by  one's  own  will ;  and  to  be  guided  by  the  will  of  another  is 
the  charai^eriftic  oifer'vituJe.  Hence  he  concludes,  *•  that  no 
one  community  can  have  any  power  over  the  property  or  h'gif- 
laiion  of  anothef  community,  which  is  not  incorporated  v/ith  it 
by  <^  j^iji  and  adequate  reprefentation  ;"  becaufe  *'  a  country  that 
is  fubjeft  to  tjie  legiflature  of  another  country,  in  which  it  has  no 
vcipc,  and  over  which  it  has  no  c^ntroul,  cannot  be  faid  to  be^5- 

'iiSrncd 
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feemed  to  think-tliat  a  perfon  forfeited  every  privi-  1766. 
lege  of  an  Englifliman  by  going  to  live  in  America.  ^^^^""^ 
They  both  proved  a  great  deal  too  much.  The 
former,  by  confidering  the  coldnies  rather  as  inde- 
pendent Hates,  in  a  fort  of  equal  alliance  with  the 
mother-country,  than  as  provinces  under  her  domi- 
nion, or  plantations  reared  by  her  foflering  care, 
and  immediately  belonging  to  her,  furnilhed  the 
llrongefl  reafons  why  they  fhould  be  made  more  ' 

fenfible  of  their  dependence,  by  a  timely  check 
being  given  to  that  daring  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs, 
which  had  infolently  fet  at  defiance  the  imperial 

autho- 

verfisd  by  its  o'cvn  ^joill,  and  therefore  is  in  a  fiate  of  Jlavery.^* 
Such  is  the  fubflance  of  Dr.  Price's  famous  **  Observations  on 
Civil  Liberty,"  vi^hich  are  deilrudive  of  all  civil  authority; 
of  all  fubordination  among  men  or  eftates.  Who  can  doubt  ' 
that  every  fervant  would  wifh  to  be  a  mafter,  or  at  leall  to 
have  no  controul  upon  his  actions,  except  that  of  the  magif- 
trate,  (for  then  only  can  he  be  faid'  to  be  guided  by  his  own 
will,  even  in  indifferent  matters)  and  that  every  ftate  would 
wim  to  be  independent  and  fovereign  ? — But  men  are  born 
with  fuch  unequal  pov/ers  and  capacities,  that,  even  in  a  ftate 
of  nature,  fome  very  early  acquire  an  afcendcncy  over  others  ; 
and  men  of  inferior  abilities  very  readily  acknowledge  the  au- 
thority, and  fubmit  to  the  controul  of  thofe  who  are  able  to 
yield  them  protedlion.  and  to  afford  them,  in  a  ftate  of  fub- 
iniflion,  fuch  advantages  as  they  were  unable  to  have  procured 
for  themfelves,  in  a  ftate  of  perfe6l  freedom.  In  like  manner, 
certain  ftates,  in  different  ages  of  the  world,  have  voluntarily 
put  themfelves  under  the  government  of  other  ftates,  that  they 
might  enjoy  the  benefit  of  protedlion,  and  other  advantages 
connefted  with  it  ;  an  authority  over  many  has  been  acquired 
by  conqueft;  and  a  controul  over  fome  has  arifen  from,  or 
been  created  by  colonization.  But  however  fuch  dominion 
may  have  been  obtained,  it  has  always  been  underftood,  that 
when  any  one  ftate  had  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  another, 
by  permitting  the  controul  of  its  laws,  and  more  efpecially, 
when  it  had  received  protection  from  the  fovereign  or  imperial 
ilate,  that  it  had  no  right  of  breaking  free  from  that  fove- 
reignty  or  empire.  Nor  has  a  ftate  in  fuch  a  condition  any 
right  to  reprefentation,  even  though  it  (hould  obtain  in  the 
fovereign  or  parent-ftate  :  it  is  bound  to  fubmit  itfelf  to  the 
vvifdom  and  equity  of  the  ftate  whofe  laws  it  has  acknowledged, 
or  boldly  to  rebel  againft-  fuch  ftute,  and  cl^im  natirral  inde- 
.»endencj  by  the  fword.  ^ 


K.j^Y'^ 
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1766.  authority  of  Great  Britain.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  advocates  for  the  fupremacy  of  the  iegiilature, 
by  exaggerating  the  power,  opulence,  and  popula- 
tion of  the  colonies,  fufficiently  proved  the  neceflity 
of  treating  them  with  tendernefs  ;  for  if  fuch  cal- 
culations were  allowed  to  be  well  founded,  it  muff 
be  uiipofnble  to  retain  the  colonies  long  in  fub- 
jection  by  any  other  means. 

The  reafonings  within  doors  were  nearly  of  the 
fame  complexion  as  thofe  without.  The  fpeech 
from  the  throne  pointed  out  the  American  affairs  to 
parliament,  as  the  principal  objecl  of  its  deliberation: 
the  addreiTes  of  both  houfes  Ihewedthat  they  con- 
fidered  them  in  the  fame  important  light ;  and  the 
petitions  received  from  the  principal  trading  and 
manufaduring  towns  in  the  kingdom,  complaining 
of  the  great  decay  of  commerce,  contributed  flill 
farther  to  roufe  the  attention,  and  call  forth  the  fa- 
culties of  the  members,  on  this  grand  occafion. 
They  confided  of  three  parties  :  thofe  who  were  re- 
folved  to  fupport  the  Stamp  Acl  at  all  events,  as  a 
regular  and  neceffary  exertion  of  authority  ;  thofe 
who  contended  for  its  repeal,  as  inexpedient,  among 
whom  were  the  miniflry,  but  who  infilled  that  the 
legiilature  of  Great  Britain  has  an  undoubted  right 
to  tax  her  colonies  ;  and  thofe,  among  whom  were 
lord  Camden  and  Mr.  Pitt,  who  abfoiutely  denied 
the  right  of  taxation,  and  who,  though  a  fmailer 
body,  flood  high  in  the  efteem  of  the  public.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  debates,  which  were  long  and  warm 
])eyond  example,  the  fubjeO:  naturally  divided  itfeif 
into  two  quefiions,  or  objeds  of  inquiry,  on  the  re- 
fult  of  which  the  whole  depended  ;  namely,  ^'  the 
right  of  taxation,   and  the  expediency  of  the  late 


Lax. 


The  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  oppofed  the 
right  of  taxation,  produced  many  leraued  arguments 
to  prove,  that  taxation  and  reprefentation  are  infepa- 

rable, 
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rable,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Britifh  con- 
flitution,  the  fundamental  maxim  of  which  is,  th.at 
'•  no  man  fliall  be  taxed  but  by  himfelf  or  his  repre- 
fentative  ;*'  that  the  charters  of  the  colonies,  (which 
are  derived  from  prerogative,  and  are  in  fad  only  fo 
many  grants  from  the  crown)  are  not  the  only 
rights  the  colonifis  have  to  be  reprefented  before 
they  are  taxed  ;  that  as  Britiih  fubjeds,  they  take  up 
their  rights  and  liberties  from  an  higher  origin, 
from  Magna  Charta,  the  fame  origin  v/hence  they 
flow  to  all  Engliilunen  ;  that  tlie  charters  of  the 
colonies,  like  all  other  crown  grants,  are  to  be  in- 
terpreted for  the  benefit,  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
fubiect ;  that  had  the  firil  coloniils  renounced  all 
connection  with  the  parent  ftate,  they  might  have 
renounced  their  original  right,  but  as  they  migrated 
under  the  authority  of  the  crown,  and  with  the  na- 
tional iandion'they  confequently  carried  along  with 
them  all  the  privileges  of  EnMilhmisn :  that  they 
were  not,  however,  bound  by  the  penal  laws  of  this 
country,  from  the  feverity  of  which  they  had  fled,  to 
ciimates  more  remote  from  the  heavy  hands  of  power; 
and  that  being  once  removed  from  the  domeflic  legi- 
ilation  of  the  mother-country,  they  are  no  more  depen- 
dent upon  it  in  the generalfyifem,  than  the  inhabitants 
of  many  feparate  principalities  in  Europe,  during 
the  feudal  policy,  were  on  the  jurifdiction  of  their 
fuperior,  or  lord  paramount.  But  thefe  arguments, 
it  was  obferved  at  the  fame  time,  were  not  meant  to 
aficcl  any  external  diuties  laid  upon  the  ports  of  the 
colonies,  or  any  reftrictions  w^hich,  by  the  Ad:  of 
Navigation,  or  other  ads,  are  laid  upon  their  trade  ; 
thofe  it  was  allowed,  the  mother-country,  accord- 
ing to  the  pradice  of  all  European  nations,  had  a 
right  to  impofe,  but  not  internal  taxes,  to  be  levied 
on  the  body  of  the  people,  before  the  people  were 
reprefented. 

Arguments  of  no  lefs  weight  w^ere   employed  by 
il\Q  advocates  for  the  fiipremacy  of  the  legillature. 

It 
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1766.  It  was  necelTary,  they  obferved,  to  clear  away  from 
^^■^^^'"^  a  queftion  of  conftitutional  law,  fuch  as  the  prefent, 
all  that  mafs  of  diilertation  and  learning  difplayed 
by  fpeculative  men  on  the  fubjecl  of  government ; 
that  no  conclufion  relative  to  the  colonies  of  Great 
Britain,  could  be  drawn  from  reafonings  concern- 
ing thofe  of  antiquity  *,  except  what  w^ere  in  favour 
of  the  right  of  taxation  ;  that  the  colonies  of  the 
Greeks  and  Tyrians  were  mere  emigrations,  in  or- 
der to  diiburden  the  parent  flate  of  its  fuperfluous 
fubjeds,  and  who  were  allowed  to  perifh,  or  ftrug- 
gle  into  exiftence,  as  they  were  able,  being  under- 
flood  to  have  no  political  connexion  with  her  ;  that 
the  colonies,  or  plantations  of  the  Romans,  efta- 
bliflied  in  the  conquered  provinces,  though  partly 
of  a  military  nature,  had  more  refemblance  to  oursf  ^ 
but,  like  ours,  though  they  had  the  power  of  enact- 
ing laws  for  their  own  government,  were  at  all  tim.es 
fubjedto  the  correction,  jurifdidion,  and  legiflative 
authority  of  the  mother  country  ;  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  nothing  could  be  more  unlike  our  colonies, 
than  principalities  in  a  feudal  dependency,  or  thofe 
myriads  that  poured  from  the  northern  hive  over 
the  reft  of  Europe,  The  hrft  were  not  colonies, 
therefore  no  arguments  could  be  deduced  from  them 
relative  to  the  prefent  queflion  ;  the  latter,  a  fet  of 
plunderers,  renounced  all  laws,  ^11  connedion  with 
or  protection  from  their  refpective  mother-countries , 
they  chofe  leaders,  and  marched  out  under  their 
command,  to  ravage  the  Rom.an  empire,  and  efta- 
blilh  new  kingdoms  on  its  ruins  ;  whereas  our  co- 
lonifts,  actuated  by  very  different  motives,  emigrated 
under  the  fanCtion  of  the  crown  and  parliament. 

The 

■  ■  ■  ■  -         ■ 

*  Thefe  reafonings,  on  the  other  fide,  were  omitted  to  avoid 
the  languor  of  repetition. 

-|-  The  Greek  word  apoikia  fignlfies  a  feparation  of  dwel- 
ling a  departure  from  home,  a  going  out  of  the  houfe  ;  whereas 
the  Latin  word  Colonia,  imports  fimply  a  plantatkriy  the  ori- 
ginal name  given  to  our  colonies* 
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Here  they  met  their  antagoniils  on  their  own  ij66» 
groundj  and  proceeded  to  obierVe,  that  the  Britifh  ^^^^^^'^^ 
colonies  were  gradually  modelled  into  their  prefent 
forms  of  government,  refpedively  by  charters^ 
grants,  and  llatutes,  but  were  never  feparated  from 
the  mother-country,  or  fp  far  emancipated  as  to  be- 
come their  own  legjflators  ;  that  they  were  originally 
(as  we  have  had  frequent  occafion  to  notice)  under 
the  authority  of  the  privy-council,  and  had  agents 
refiding  here  refponfible  for  their  proceedings  ;  and 
that  the .  commonwealth  parliament,  as  foon  as  it 
was  fettled,  palled  a  refolution  or  a<Si:,  in  order  to 
declare  and  ellabliih  the  legiflative  authority  of  Eng- 
land over  her  colonies.  But  though  there  were 
no  exprefs  law,  or  reafon  founded  on  any  neceilary 
inference  from  fuch  law,  yet  the  ufage  alone 
would  be  fufficient  to  fupport  that  authority.  Have 
not  the  colonies,  ever  fmce  their  firfl  eftablilhment^ 
fubmitted  to  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  mother-country? 
— In  all  queflions  of  property,  the  colonies  have 
appealed  to  the  privy-council ;  and  fuch  caufes  have 
been  determined,  not  by  the  law  of  the  colonies, 
but  by  the  law  of  England.  The  colonies  ha\^ 
alfo  been  frequently  obliged  to  recur  to  the  jurif- 
diction  here,  to  fettle  the  difputes  between  their  own 
governments.  Connedicut  and  New  Hampfhire 
have  been  in  blood  about  their  differences,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  in  arms  againft 
each  other  :  hence  is  evident  the  necelTity  of  one 
fuperior  and  abfolute  jurifdidion,  to  which  all  in- 
ferior jurifdictions  may  have  recourfe.  Nothing 
could  be  more  fatal  to  the  peace  of  the  colonies, 
than  for  the  parliament  to  relinquilh  its  jurifdidion 
over  them,  and  to  leave  them  entirely  to  their  own 
will :  for  in  fuch  cafe,  there  would  be  an  entire  dif- 
folution  of  all  government.  Confidering  how  the 
colonies  are  compofed,  it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that  there 
would  be  no  end  of  their  feuds  and  factions,  when 
once  there  fhoiild  be  no  controul  over  them,  nor 
any  fuperior  tribunal  to  decide  their  mutual  differ- 

K  ences ; 
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1766.    ences  ;  and   government   being  diffolved,   nothing 
^-v^v^    remains  but  that  the    feveral   colonies  mud  either 

change  their  conflitutions,  and  take  fome  new  form, 

or  fall  under  fome  foreign  power. 

It  was  further  obferved,  that  the  conllitutions  of 
llie  colonies  are  various,  having  been  produced,  as 
all  governments  were  originally,  by  accident  and 
circumllances  ;  that  the  forms  of  government  were 
adapted  to  the  fize  of  the  feveral  colonies,  and 
have  been  extended  from  time  to  time,  as  the  num- 
ber of  their  inhabitants  and  their  commercial  con- 
nections outgrev/  the  firfl  model ;  that,  in  fome 
colonies  there  was  only  at  firfl  a  governor  aififled 
by  a  council  of  five  or  fix  members  j  then  more 
were  added  ;  next  courts  of  juflice  were  ereded  ; 
and  afterwards,  affemblies  were  eftablifhed.  Some 
things  were  done  by  inftrudions  from  the  fecretaries 
of  ft  ate  ;  others  by  the  order  of  the  king  and  coun- 
cil, and  not  a  few  by  commifTion  under  the  great  feal. 
In  confequence  of  thefe  fuccefiive  eftablilhments, 
and  the  dependence  of  the  colony  governments  on 
the  fuprejiie  legillature  at  home,  the  lenity  of  each 
government  in  America  has  been  very  great  to- 
w^ards  the  fubje£l ;  but  if  all  thefe  governments, 
wliich  are  now  independent  of  each  other,  fhould 
ulfo  become  independent  of  the  mother-country, 
the  inhabitants  would  foon  find,  to  their  fad  experi- 
ence, how  little  they  w^re  aware  of  the  confe- 
quences  :  they  would,  in  that  event,  feel  the  hand 
gf  power  much  heavier  upon  them  in  their  own 
governments,  than  they  had  yet  felt,  or  even  feared 
from  the  parent-Itate, 

As  the  conflitutions  of  the  feveral  colonies  are 
fo  varioufly  conflruded  as  to  preclude  the  hope  of 
their  ever  being  moulded  into  one  uniform  govern- 
ment, fo  every  thing  proclaims  the  neceffity  of  their 
fubmitting  without  rcferve  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
mo&her-country,  or  of  being   totally  difmembered 

from 
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from  her.     The  provincial  aflembhes  cannot  be  fup-    1766. 
poled  to  be  proper  judges  of  what  is  neceilary  for    ^-y^^^-^ 
the  defence  and  fupport  of  the  whole  empire.     The 
care  of  that  defence  and  fupport  is  not  intruded  to 
them  :  it  is  not  their  bufmefS,  and  they  have  no  re- 
gular means  of  information    concerning  it.     The 
allembly  of  a  province,  like  the  veflry  of   a  parilh, 
may  judge  very  properly  concerning  the   affairs   or 
its  own  particular  diftricl,  but  can  have  no  proper 
means  of  judging    concerning   thofe  of  the  whole 
political  body :  it  cannot  even  judge  properly  con- 
cerning the  proportion  which  its  ov;n  province  bears 
to  the  whole  empire,   or  concerning  the  relative  de- 
gree of  its  wealth  and  importance,  compared  w^ith 
the  other  provinces  ;  becaufe  thofe  other  provinces 
are  not  under  the  infpedion  and  fuperintendency  of 
the   affembly  of  a  particular  province.     Vv/'hat  is 
neceffary  for  the  defence  and  fupport  of  the  whole, 
empire,  and  in  what  proportion  each  part  ought  to 
contribute,  it  was  therefore  affirmed,  can  be  judged 
of  only  by  that  affembly  which  infpeds  and  fuper- 
intends  the  affairs  of  the  v/hole  empire  ;  that  no  one 
ever  thought  to  the   contrary,  till  the  trumpet  of 
fedition  was  lately  blown  ;  that  ads  of  parliament 
have  been  made,  not  only  without  doubt  of  a  lega- 
lity, but  with  univerfal  applaufe,  the  great  object  of 
which  has  been  ultimately  to  confine  the  trade  of 
the  colonies,  fo  as  to  make  it  centre  in  the  bofom  of 
that  country  whence  they  derive  their  origin  ;  that 
the  Navigation  x\cts  fhut  up  their  commerce  with 
foreign  countries ;  that  their  ports  have  been  made 
fubjed  to  cufloms  and  regulations,  which  circum- 
fcribed  their  commerce,  and  that  reffridicns  have 
been  put,  and  duties  impofed  affecting  the  inmioft 
parts  of  their  trade  and  induflry  ;  yet  all  thefe  have 
been  fubmitted  to  peaceably,  nor  did  any  one  ever 
objed  till  now,  or  even  infmuate,  that  our  colonies 
are  not  to  be  taxed,  regulated,  and  bound  by  the 
refolutions  of  the  Britifh  parliament. 

For- 
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1765.  Formerly  indeed,  as  at  prefent,  a  few  individual 
merchants  were  difpleafed  at  reitridions  which  did 
not  permit  them  to  make  the  greateft  advantage  pof- 
fible  of  their  commerce,  in  their  own  private  and 
pecuhar  branches.  But  though  thefe  merchants 
mi.^^ht  think  themfelves  injured,  in  having  their  pro* 
iits  on  certain  articles  circumfcribed,  as  being  con- 
trary to  the  general  national  fyflem,  as  prejudicial 
to  the  interefl  of  the  whole  empire,  yet  in  the  ilTue 
the  colonies  were  benefited  by  fuch  laws  ;  becaufc 
thefe  reftridive  laws,  founded  on  the  general  poUcy 
not  only  of  Britain  but  of  Europe,  with  refped  to 
trade  and  plantations,  flung  a  great  weight  of  naval 
force  into  the  hands  of  the  parent  ftate,  which  was 
to  proted  the  colonies,  in  themfelves  unequal  to  their 
own  defence,  and  enabled  her  to  perform  the  ofSce 
of  a  guardian  with  honour  and  dignity,  with  equal 
advantage  to  herfelf  and  to  them.  In  proportion 
as  the  mother-country  advanced  in  fuperiority  over 
the  reft  of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  the  co- 
lonies, who  had  contributed  to  it,  became  relatively 
and  fubordinately  great,  according  to  the  natural 
and  juft  relation  in  which  they  reciprocally  ftand, 
that  of  dependence  on  one  fide  and  protedion  on 
the  other. 

The  diftindion  between  internal  and  external 
taxes,  it  was  urged,  is  alike  falfe  and  frivolous.  It 
is  granted,  that  rellridions  upon  trade,  and  duties 
ypcn  the  ports  are  legal,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
right  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  lay  inter- 
nal taxes  upon  the  colonies  is  denied.  What  real 
difference  can  there  be  in  this  diftindion  r— A  tax 
laid  on  the  commodity  of  a  country  in  any  place,  is 
like  a  pebble  falling  into  and  making  a  circle  in  a 
lake,  till  one  circle  produces  and  gives  motion  to 
another,  and  the  whole  circumference  is  agitated 
from  the  centre  ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  clear, 
than  that  a  tax  of  ten  or  twenty  per  cent,  laid  upon 
t-^bacco  in  the  ports  of  Virginia,  or  even  in  thofe  of 

Britain, 
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Britain,  as  long  as  it  is  confined  to  the  market  of  1766. 

the  mother-country,  is  a  duty  laid  upon  the  inland  S-'^vs.^ 
plantations  of  Virginia  an  hundred  miles  from  the 

fea,  or  wherever  the  tobacco  grows.  . 

As  to  the  argument  of  reprefentation,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  are 
as  much  reprefented  in  parliament  as  the  greateft 
part  of  the  people  of  this  illand,  among  feven  mil- 
lions of  whom  fix  have  no  votes  in  eledling  mem- 
bers of  parliament :  every  obje£lion  therefore,  on 
the  part  of  the  colonies,  againfl  the  right  of  taxa- 
tion, that  may  be  fuppofed  to  arife  on  the  ground  of 
non  reprefentation,  is  equally  applicable  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  mother-country.  A  member  of 
parliament  choien  for  any  particular  borough,  re- 
prefents  not  only  the  confdtuents  and  inhabitants 
of  that  particular  place  ;  he  reprefents  the  inhabi- 
tants of  every  borough  in  Great  Britain  :  he  repre- 
fents all  the  commons  in  the  Britifii  em^pire,  the  in- 
habitants of  all  its  colonies  and  acquifitions,  an4  is  in 
duty  and  confcience  bound  to  take  care  of  their 
interefts.  A  more  equitable  reprefentation  how- 
ever, (in  which  the  colonies  ought  to  be  immediate- 
ly included)  it  is  allowed  both  might  and  may  take 
place  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  the  obligation  between 
the  colonies  and  the  mother-country  is  natural  and 
reciprocal,  confifti.ng  of  defence  on  the  one  fide,  and 
obedience  on  the  other.  Common  fenfe  indicates, 
that  they  muft  be  entirely  under  the  authority  of  the 
parent-flate,  otherwife  not  belong  to  it  at  all :  for  if 
any  of  the  countries  of  an  empire,  neither  acknow- 
ledge the  fupremacy  of  the  legiflature,  nor  contri- 
bute towards  the  fupport  of  the  whole  empire,  they 
cannot  be  confidered  as  provinces  ;  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  thrown  afide  as  incumbrances,  when-: 
ever  the  empire  can  no  longer  fupport  the  expence 
of  fuch  fplendid  trappings. 

That  part  of  the  queilion  relative  to  the  conilitu- 
-     ^  tiou 


7o]  ri^^  H I S  T  O  R  Y  ^/  the  Chap.  I. 

1766.  tion  is  410  lefs  fimple  and  felf-evident.  If  a  matter 
^^^^^r\^  of  right  has  been  generally  exercifed,  and  as  gene- 
rally held  to  be  law,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance,  it 
becomes  the  conflitution.  The  right  of  England  to 
tax  her  colonies  has  not  been  queflioned  at  leafi: 
fmce  the  Revolution ;  an  event  to  v^rhich  feveral  of 
thofe  colonies  owe  their  prefent  charters,  and  confe- 
quently  their  prefent  conflitution,  and  to  which  all 
our  American  colonies  owe  the  liberty,  fecurity, 
and  property,  which  they  have  ever  fmce  enjoyed. 
But  not  fatisfied  with  thefe  bleflings,  under  the  equi- 
table controul  of  the  parent-date,  they  have  dared 
to  fpurn  her  authority  ;  and  by  their  late  audacious 
proceedings,  particularly  in  appointing  deputies 
from  their  feveral  alfemblies  to  confer  together, 
have  abfolutely  forfeited  their  charters,  unlefs  Great 
Britain  fhall  behold  their  offences  with  the  indul- 
gent eye  of  a  mother. 

A  bill  Such  were  the  principal  arguments  made  ufe  of 

paffed  for  j^  the  celebrated  debates  relative  to  the  legiilative 
♦u^^Jl"^  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  her  colonies ;  which, 
pendency  ^^  ^^  queflion  being  put,  was  confirmed  and  afcer- 
oftheco-  tained  without  a  divifion.  In  confequence  of  this 
lonies  relolution,  a  bill  was  brought  in  and  pafTed,  "  for 
upon  the  |.j^g  better  fecuring  the  dependence  of  his  Majefly's 
^   ''\  f     dominions  in  America  on  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 

country.         .  i  -n  •  r  ir   1  rr.i 

tarn.  Ttie  bill  itfelr  declares,  "  That  the  colonies 
have  been,  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be  fubordi- 
nate  unto,  and  dependent  upon  the  imperial  crown 
and  parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  the  king 
and  parliament  of  Great  Britain  had,  hath,  and  of 
right  ought  to  have,  full  power  and  authority  to 
make  laws  and  flatutes  of  fufficient  force  to  bind- 
the  colonies  and  his  Majefly's  fubjeds  in  them, 
IN  ALL  CASES  WHATSOEVER."  It  alfo  further  fpc- 
cifies,  "  That  whereas  feveral  of  the  houfes  of  re- 
prefentatives  in  his  Majefly's  colonies  in  America 
have  of  late,  againfl  the  law,  claimed  to  thenlfelves, 
or  to  tlie  general  alTenibUeG  of  the  fame 3  ttie  fole 
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and  exclufive  right  of  impofing  duties  ami  taxes  on  1766. 
his  Majefty's  fubjed:s  in  the  faid  colonies,  and  have  v-vn^ 
paifed  certain  votes,  refolutions,  and  orders,  dero- 
gatory to  the  authority  of  parliament,  and  incon- 
fiflent  with  the  dependency  of  the  faid  colonies 
upon  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  all  fuch  refolu- 
tions, votes,  orders,  and  proceedings  are  declared 
to  be  utterly  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofes." 

At  the  fame  time  with  this  bill,  furprifmg  as  fuch  Repeal  of 
a  meafure  may  appear,  was  brought  in  another  for  ^^^  ^^'^P 
the  total  repeal  of  the  Stamp  A6t,  The  miniftry  ^^^' 
fatisfied  v/ith  having  afcertained  and  fecured,  upon 
paper,  the  legiilative  authority  of  Great  Britain  over 
her  colonies,  feemed  refolved  to  relinquiih  it  in 
reality  ;  or  at  lead  they  were  determined  to  render 
themfelves  popular,  by  annulhng  that  obnoxious 
flatute.  In  this  refolution  they  were  encouraged, 
and  fupported  by  the  popular  party  among  the  mi- 
nority ;  who,  as  appeared  in  the  iifue,  wanted  only 
to  betray  them,  by  leading  them  into  fuch  a  meafure 
as  would  deprive  them  of  the  confidence  of  the 
court.  In  vain  was  it  urged  by  the  true  friends  of 
the  king  and  conftitution,  that  a  concefnon  of  this 
nature,  on  the  part  of  the  fupreme  legillature,  while 
fuch  an  outrageous  refiftance  continued  in  the  colo- 
nies, carried  with  it  fo  palpable  an  appearance  of 
weaknefs  and  timidity  of  government,  as  mufl  for 
the  future  lefTen  the  authority  of  Great  Britain,  and 
make  it  appear  even  contemptible.  The  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  nation  was  thought  fufficiently  pro- 
vided for  by  the  bill  declaring  the  dependency  of 
the  colonies.  General  reafonings  were  no  more 
fuccefsful.  In  vain  was  it  advanced,  that  the  power 
of  taxation  is  one  of  the  mod  elfential  branches  of 
all  authority  ;  that  it  cannot  be  equitably  or  impar- 
tially exercifed,  if  it  is  not  extended  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  (late,  in  proportion  to  their  refpedive 
abiiitieg:  but  if  apart  is  fuftliredto  be  exempt  from 

a  due 
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1766.  a  due  iliare  in  thofe  burdens,  which  the  public  exi* 
'<y^<'^  gencies  require  to  be  impofed  upon  the  whole,  a  par^ 
tiality  lb  diredlly  repugnant  to  the  trufl  repofed  by 
the  people  in  every  legiflature,  muil  be  abfolutely 
deftrudive  of  that  confidence  on  which  all  govern- 
ment ought  to  be  founded. 

The  great  dillance  of  our  colonies,  it  was  an- 
fwered,  and  the  difficulty  of  making  ourfelves  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  the  minute  circumftances 
of  every  colony,  render  us  liable  to  great  miflakes, 
and  confequently  to  the  hazard  of  great  oppreffion^ 
whenever  we  attempt  to  levy  internal  taxes  in  Anfe- 
rica  ;  that  our  true  policy  is  to  acquiefce  in  the  great 
commercial  advantages  we  derive  from  our  colonies, 
rather  than  to  attempt  to  raife  a  revenue  in  them ; 
"rt^hich  by  difabling  the  people  to  make  returns  to  our 
merchants,  will  put  them  under  the  neceffity  of 
fetting  up  manufactures  of  their  own.  That,  it 
was  replied,  they  had  already  done :  therefore,  un- 
lefs  we  could  engage  them  to  fhare  with  us  in  the 
common  burdens  of  the  empire,  we  would  foon  find, 
to  our  melancholy  experience,  that  we  had  entailed 
upon  ourfelves  the  wafteful  expence  of  proteding 
them,  without  any  adequate  advantage  ;  as  our  ex- 
clufive  trade  muft  daily  decreafe,  in  confequence 
of  the  new  order  of  things  that  had  taken  place  in 
North  America. 

Thefe  arguments  had  no  weight  with  the  miniflry. 
The  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  Stamp  hOi  '*i  it  was 

faid, 

'     -•        ■      .  •       .       . 

*  The  objeftions  againll  the  a£l  itfcif  were  few  and  ineon- 
fiderable,  confiding  chiefly  in  the  obftru(ftion  it  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  produce  in  bufinefs^  and  the  occafions  it  would  afford 
of  oppreflion,  through  the  ignorance  of  the  Americans  of  the 
numerous  cafes  in  which  they  were  liable  to  penalties.  The 
firft  of  thefe  objeftions  is  of  fome  force,  but  is  equally  flrong 
dgalnft  a  llamp  duty  every  where,  and  the  obftru6lion  it  pleads 
is  amply  compenfated  by  that  order  which  it  introduces  into 

the 


WVNi> 


Chap.  I.        Civil  War  in  A  M  iE  R I C  A.  [73 

faid,  would  rellore  every  thing  to  its  former  foot'*  1766. 
ing.  The  Stamp  A61  was  accordingly  repealed,  to 
the  great  joy  of  the  mercantile  and  manufafturing 
part  of  the  kingdom ;  and  a  bill  of  indemnity  was 
palled,  in  favour  of  thofe  who  had  oppofed  its 
operation. 

*  ...  II       I  — ^.MM — M—  II  ,  j^ 

the  tranfacli,ons  of  men  :— and  this  furnifhes  an  anfwev  to  the 
fecond  objeftion  ;  for  if  the  ignorance  of  the  Americans  of  the 
■Various  cafes  in  which  they  were  h'able  to  the  penalties  denoun- 
ced in  the  Stamp  Aft  had  at  firft  fubjefted  them  to  a  few  finesj 
the  fuperior  regularity  introduced  into  bufinefs  would  have  prie- 
vented  law-fuits,  fo  frequent  in  the  colonies,  as  well  as  have 
-  rendered  property  more  fecure.  In  a  word,  a  modersite  ftamp- 
duty  is  perhaps  the  leaft  felt  of  any  general  tax  that  can  be 
devifed;  and  that  impofed  upon  the  colonies  was  by  no  means, 
exorbitant.  It  was  not  the  tax,  but  taxation  that  ^-as  the 
grievance. 


i^  xl  ^  i;  ■» 
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C  H  A  P.      II. 

T/)e  Progrefs  of  the  Difpute  betnveejz  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies  continuedt  from  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  d^,  in  1 766, 
to  the  pajfing  of  the  Bojlon  Port  Bill  1 774. 

O  miniflry  perhaps  ever  concluded  a  popular 
meafure  with  fo  Httle  advantage,  or  even 
reputation  to  themfelves,  as  thofe  under  the  Mar- 
quis of  Rockingham  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  A61. 
The  people,  ftruck  with  the  glaring  inconfiflency  of 
a  law  for  afcertaining  the  right  of  impofmg  internal 
taxes  upon  the  colonies,  and  one  for  removing  the 
only  internal  tax  that  had  been  impofed,  without 
any  other  being  fubftituted  in  its  ftead,  could  not 
conceive  both  to  be  the  work  of  the  fame  men  :  they 
afcribed  the  latter,  and  with  fome  appearance  of  rea- 
fon,  to  the  bold  and  animated  fpeech  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  one  no  lefs  forcible 
by  Lord  Camden,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  *.  The 
court,  though  not  entirely  of  the  fame  opinion,  con- 
fidered  the  miniflry  as  a  fet  of  weak  men,  labouring 
under  the  influence  of  popular  clamour,  or  feduced 
by  the  thirfl  of  popular  applaufe,  and  therefore  un- 
worthy of  its  confidence  :  it  accordingly  threw  them 
afide,  in  the  hour  of  their  difappointment ;  and  their 
places  were  filled  by  thofe  who  had  milled  them., 
and  on  whom  the  beams  of  public  as  well  as  royal 
favour  fhone.  Lord  Camden  w^as  raifed  to  the  head 
of  the  law,  in  the.  room  of  the  Earl  of  Northington  ; 
the  Duke  of  Grafton  to  the  head  of  the  treafury,  in 
the  room  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  ;  and  the 
new-made  Earl  of  Chatham,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
odenfible  m.inifter,    and  political  guardian  to   the 

Duke 

*  What  contributed  particularly  to  favour  this  opinion  was, 
that  thefe  two  celebrated  fpeechcs  were  not  fo  much  levelled 
againft  the  Stamp  A61:,  as  againll  the  right  of  the  parliament 
to  tax  the  colonies,  which  had  jull  been  eilablilhed  by  the 
Declaratory  Bill. 
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Duke  of  Grafton,  was  appointed  lord  privy-feal.     1766. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  was  ap-    ^-^'•^^^' 
pointed  fecretary  of  (late,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke 
of  Richmond.     General  Conway  retained  his  place, 
as  the  other  fecretary. 

Both  the  old  and  new  miniftry  were  much  difap- 
pointed  in  the  effcd  of  their  lenient  meafures  upon 
■the  refractory  coloniils.  That  fadious  and  turbulent 
fpirit  which  had  taken  poflelFion  of  their  minds,  was 
-by  no  means  mollified  by  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Acl.  They  had  obtained  a  triumph,  and  were  re- 
folved  to  enjoy  it.  Not  content  with  private  out- 
rages, too  often  repeated,  and  marks  of  difrefpecl  to 
government,  no  lefs  frequently  fhewn  in  New  Eng- 
land and  the  neighbouring  provinces,  the  allembly 
of  New  York,  in  diredt  oppofition  to  an  ad  paiTed 
by  the  Rockingham  adminiflration  for  providing 
the  troops  wath  neceifaries  in  their  quarters,  took 
the  liberty  of  regulating  the  provifions.of  the  army 
according  to  a  mode  of  their  own,  without  any  re- 
gard to  that  prefcribed  by  parUament.  This  atiair,  1767, 
being  brought  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  next 
feffion,  occaiioned  w^arm  debates,  and  rigorous  mear 
fures  were  by  fome  propofed.  Happily,  however, 
the  general  opinion  was,  rather  to  bring  the  colo- 
nifls  to  temper,  and  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  by  ads  of 
m.oderation,  which  fhould  at  the  fame  time  fufficient- 
ly  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  legiilature,  than  by  fe-  ':■ 

vere  meafures  to  inflame  ftill  farther  that  fpirit  of 
difcontent  which  was  already  too  prevalent  among 
them.  According  to  thefe  principles  a  bill  w^as 
pafTed,  by  which  the  governor,  council,  and  aflem- 
bly  of  New  York,  were  prohibited  from  palling  or 
ailenting  to  any  ad  of  aifembly,  for  any  purpofe 
whatever,  till  they  had  complied  with  all  the  term.s 
of  the  ad  of  parliament. 

THis  reflridion,  though  confined  to  one  colony, 
was  intended  as  a  lelToa  for  the  whole  3   and  that 

thev 
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1767.  they  might  no  longer  confider  the  repeal  of  the 
V^^^^^  Stamp  A6t  as  a  relinquiihing  of  the  legiflative  au- 
thority of  Great  Britain  over  them,  a  bill  v/as  alfo 
palTed,  during  the  fame  feflion,  for  laying  certain 
duties  on  tea,  paper,  painters  colours,  and  glafs, 
imported  into  the  Britilh  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America.  Such  a  meafure,  though  by  no  means 
inconiiilent  with  the  political  principles  either  of  the 
late  or  prefent  miniilry,  as  they  had  maintained  the 
power  of  impofmg  fort- duties^  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  denied  the  right  of  internal  taxation^  afforded 
neverthelefs  to  the  Grenville  adminiftration  and  their 
affociates,  in  its  confequences,  great  caufe  of  recri- 
mination. It  demonftrated  to  the  world  the  views 
of  the  Americans.,  and  the  fallacy  of  fome  late  pre- 
tennons  to  patriotifm.  No  better  difpofed  to  pay 
^  theie  duties  than  the  flamp-duties,  which  had  been 
fo  induflrioully  reprefented,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  as  unjufl  and  oppreflive,  the  colonifls  took 
the  moil  vigorous  and  effedual  fteps  for  defeating 
the  purpofe  of  the  new  laws ;  though  planned  by 
men  whom  they  had  lately  adored  as  their  deliverers, 
and  whom  every  tongue  had  applauded  as  the  chani-- 
pions  of  liberty  and  the  conflitution. 

Bofton,  the  capital  of  MaiTachufets  Bay,  was  in 
this,  as  well  as  the  former  inflance,  the  place  where 
the  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  the  Britilh  legif- 
0<St.  27.  ^^ture  hrft  difcovered  itfelf.  At  a  general  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants,  fummoned  on  the  occafion,  feveral 
refolutions  were  entered  into  for  the  encouragement 
of  manufa61:i4res,  the  promoting  of  indullry  and 
cEconpmy,  and  the  leffening  and  reflraining  the  ufe 
of  foreign  fuperfluities.  ,  Thefe  refolutions,  every 
one  of  which  was  highly  prejudicial  to  the  commerce 
of  the  rnpther-country,  contained  a  long  Hil  of  enu- 
merated articles,  which  it  was  determined  either 
not  tp  ufe  at  all,  or  in  the  fmallefl  quantities  pollible. 
At  the  fame  time  a  fubfcription  was  opened^  ^and 
a  committee  appointed,  for  the  encouragement  of 

their 
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their  own  growing    manufadures,  and  the  eflablifli-     1767. 
ment  of  new  ones.     Among  thefe,  it  was  lefoived    <^^^r\^ 
particularly  to   promote  the  making  of  paper  and 
glafs,  as  being  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  new  port-  . 
duties  :  it  was  alio  refolved  to  rellrain  the  expencc 
of  funerals ;  to  reduce  drefs  to  a  degree  of  primi- 
tive  fmiplicity  ;    and   in  general,   not  to  pur  chafe 
from  the  mother-country  any  commodity  that  could 
be  procured  in  any  of  the  colonics. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  either  adopted,  or  fimilar 
ones  entered  into  by  all  the  old  colonies  on  the  con- 
tinent ;  and  a  circular  letter  was  fent  foon  after,  by  Peb.  1 1 
the  aiTembly  of  Mafiachufets  Bay,  to  all  the  other  1768. 
aifemblies  in  North  America,  The  purport  of  that 
letter  was,  to  Ihew  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the 
late  act  of  parliament ;  to  reprefeni  it  as  unconftitu- 
tional ;  and  to  propofe  a  common  bond  of  union  be- 
tween the  colonies,  in  order  to  prevent  the  effed  of 
the  ftatute,  as  well  as  to  promote  harmony  in  their 
applications  to  government  for  a  repeal  of  it.  Nor 
were  their  natural  rights  as  m.en,  or  their  conflitu- 
tional  ones  as  Englillimen  forgot ;  ail  of  which, 
it  v/as  pretended,  were  infringed  by  the  impofition 
of  the  new  port-duties. 

Unfortunately  during  this  ill  humour  of  the  peo-' 
pie  of  MaiTachm'ets  Bay,  they  were  diifadsfied  with 
Mr.  Bernard,  their  governor.  He  had  been  thwart- 
ed in  every  meafure  for  fome  years  pal.  by  the  af-- 
fembly  ;  and  both  parties  feemed  more  attentive  to 
the  gratification  of  private  and  perfonai  annnoiity, 
than  zealous  for  the  public  good.  Proud  no  doubt 
of  an  occafion  of  triumph,  the  governor  ordered  to 
be  read  to  the  afTembly,  according  to  its  intention, 
a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal fecretaries  of  flate,  containing  very  feyere 
animadverfions  on  that  body.  The  rage  of  the 
members  inflanrly  vented  itfelf  in  the  inpit  indecent 
expreiiions,  firil  againfl  the  rciniii-ry,  and  after v/ards 


again!  t 
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1768.  againfl  the  governor.  The  charges  made  in  it  mull 
'^-"^'""^^  have  been  founded,  it  was  faid,  on  mifreprefentations 
of  fa£ts  in  his  difpatches  to  the  fecretary.  A  com*- 
mittee  was  accordingly  appointed  to  wait  on  him, 
in  order  to  defire  a  copy  of  Lord  Shelburne's  letter, 
as  well  as  of  thofe  -  which  he  had  written  himfclf, 
relative  to  the  aifembly,  and  to  which  the  charges 
in  that  niuil  refer.  Thefe  copies  being  refufed,  the 
afiembly  wrote  a  letter  to  the  lecretary  of  Hate,  in 
which  great  pains  were  taken  to  vindicate  their  own 
condud  at  the  expence  of  the  governor,  and  to 
afcribe  to  his  mifreprefentations  the  difadvantageous 
opinion  entertained  of  them  in  the  cabinet.  They 
alfo  wrote  letters  to  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  and 
mod  of  the  great  officers  of  itate  ;  in  which,  along 
with  great  profeflions  of  loyalty,  they  not  only  re- 
monllrated  ilrongly  againfl  the  operation  of  the  late 
acl  of  parliament,  but  infmuated  that  the  impofition 
of  the  port-duties  was  contrary  to  the  conilitution, 
and  totally  fubverfive  of  their  rights  and  liberties. 

-  Seeing  no  hope  of  being  able  to  mollify  the  refrac- 
tory fpirit,  fo  predominant  in  the  aifembly  of  his  pro- 
vince, governor  Bernard  adjourned  it.  The  fpcech 
Vv^hich  he  delivered  on  the  occafion  contained  many 
fevere  flri£tures  on  the  condud:  of  the  members, 
particularly  in  regard  to  Lord  Shelburne's  letter  ; 
and  he  complained  greatly  of  fome  turbulent  and 
ambitious  men,  who  under  falfe  pretences  of  pa^ 
triotifm,  had  acquired  too  great  an  influence,  as 
well  in  the  affembly  as  among  the  people — who  fa- 
criiiced  the  welfare  of  their  country  to  the  gratifi- 
cation of  their  lav/lefs  pailions,  and  to  the  fupport 
of  an  importance  which  could  have  no  exiftence 
but  in  times  of  trouble  and  confufion. 

During  thefe  diilradlions  in  America,  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  them,  a  new  office  was  created  at  home ; 
a  fecretary  q^  Hate  was  appropriated  to  the  depart- 
ment of  the  colonies  only.     Much  was  expeded 

from 
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from  this  arrangement;  and  Lord  Hilfborough,  1768. 
who  appeared  firit  in  that  office,  wrote  a  circular  ^^-^'"v-n^ 
letter  to  the  governors  of  all  the  provinces,  to  which 
had  been  directed  the  circular  letter  from  the  aifem- 
biy  at  Bolton.  In  this  letter,  his  majefty's  difappro- 
bation  of  that  meafure  was  exprelTed  in  the  ftrong- 
eil  terms  ;  it  was  declared,  that  he  confidered  it  as 
of  the  mod  dangerous  and  factious  tendency  ;  calcu- 
lated to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  ;  to  promote 
an  unwarrantable  combination  ;  to  excite  an  open 
oppofition  to,  and  denial  of  authority  of  parliament, 
and  to  fubvert  the  true  principles  of  the  conititution  ; 
that  his  Majeity  therefore  expected  from  the  known 
affection  of  the  refpective  affemblies,  that  they  v/ould 
defeat  this  flagitious  attempt  to  difturb  the  public 
peace,  and  treat  it  with  the  contempt  it  defervedj 
by  configning  it  to  neglect. 

At  the  fame  time  another  letter  to  Governor  Ber- 
nard was  v/ritten,  in  which  the  exceptions  to  the 
circular  letter  are  repeated.  It  is  there  faid  to  have 
been  a  meafure  adopted  in  a  thin  houfe  at  the  end 
of  a"  feinon ;  and  in  which  the  aifembly  departed 
from  that  prudence  and  refpett  for  the  conilitution, 
which  feemed  to  have  influenced  a  majority  of  its 
members  in  a  full  houfe,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feilion :  whence  his  Majeiiy  could  not  but  confider 
it  as  a  very  unfair  proceeding,  and  to  have  been 
carried  by  furprife  through  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives.  A  requihtion  was  therefore  made,  in  his 
Majelly's  name.  That  the  new  aflembly  would 
refcind  the  refolution  which  gave  birth  to  the  circu- 
lar letter,  and  declare  their  difapprobation  of  fo 
rafli  and  hafty  a  proceeding.  Never  was  a  more 
defirable  opportunity  aflorded  to  any  body  of  men 
for  correcting  the  intemperance  of  popular  zeal ; 
and  in  order  to  mollify  the  temiper,  and  difpofe  the 
minds  of  the  obftinate  bigots  of  MalTachufets  Bay  to 
com.phance,  it  was  added,  That,  as  his  Majefty  had 
the  fulleit  reliance  on  their  affcdions,  (a  declaration 

which 
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176S.  which  it  is  nt>t  impoffible  might  be  confidered  as  a 
^-^'v^^  reproach)  he  had  the  better  ground  to  hope,  that 
the  attempts  made  by  a  defperate  faftion  to  difturb 
the  pubhc  tranquilhty  would  be  difcountenanced, 
and  the  meafure  recommended  embraced,  without 
any  difficulty. 

Thefe  parts  of  the  letter  were  laid,  by  the  gover- 
nor, before  the  n€w  aflembly,  with  a  mefiage  in 
which  he  earneftly  requefled  their  obedience  to  the 
royal  pleafure  ;  but  obferved  at  the  fame  time,  that 
in  cafe  of  a  contrary  condu6l,  he  had  received  his 
majefty's  inflrucHons  how  to  ad,  and  muft  do  his 
duty.  This  produced  a  melTage,  in  return  from  the 
aflembly,  defiring  a  copy  of  the  inftrudions  to  which 
he  alluded,  as  well  as  of  fome  letters  and  papers 
which  he  had  laid  before  the  council.  A  copy  of 
the  remainder  of  Lord  Hilfborough's  letter,  in  which 
the  inftrudions  were  contained,  was  accordingly 
fent  to  the  aifembly.  By  thefe  the  governor  was 
direded,  in  cafe  of  their  refufal  to  comply  with  his 
majefty's  reafonable  expedation,to  diflblve  them  im- 
mediately, and  tranfmit  a  copy  of  their  proceedings 
on  that  occafion,  to  be  laid  before  the  parliament. 

No  anfwer  having  been  given  to  the  royal  requeft, 
after  the  aflembly  had  been  in  pofleflion  of  all  thefe 
papers  for  above  a  week,  the  governor  fent  a  mef- 
iage to  urge  them  to  it.  In  anfwer,  they  applied 
for  a  recefs,  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
confult  their  conftituents  on  the  occaflon.  This 
being  denied  them,  the  queftion  was  put  for  refcind- 
ing  the  refolution  of  the  laft  houfe  ;  and  pafled  in 
the  negative,  by  a  majority  of  feventy-five  out  of  an 
hundred  and  nine  members.  A  letter  was  next  re- 
foived  on  to  Lord  Hilfborough,  and  an  anfwer  to 
the  meflages  from  the  governor.  In  both  thefe 
pieces  great  pains  are  taken  to  juftify  the  condud  of 
the  laft  afl^embly,  as  well  as  of  the  prefent,  and  the 
charges   of  furprife  and   of  a   thin  houfe,   (which 
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were  probably  fuggefted  to  them  as  apologies  for  1768. 
their  undutiful  conduct)  are  abfolutely  denied.  They  ^^-^^'^"^ 
attempted  to  juilify  the  circular  letter,  on  the  inhe- 
rent right  of  the  fubjeds  to  petition  the  King,  either 
jointly  or  feveraliy  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances ; 
and  in  the  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  flate,  they  made 
various  comments,  with  great  freedom,  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  royal  requifition,  alledging  that  it  was 
unconllitutional,  and  without  a  precedent,  to  com- 
mand a  free  affem.biy  on  pain  of  its  exiftence,  to  re- 
fcind  any  refolution,  much  lefs  that  of  a  former 
houfe.  They  complained  greatly  of  the  bafe  and 
wicked  m/ifreprefentations  that  mufl  have  been  made 
to  his  Majefly,  to  induce  him  to  confider  a  meafure 
perfectly  legal  and  conftitutional,  and  which  only 
tended  to  lay  the  grievances  of  his  fubjeds  before 
the  throne,  as  of  an  "  inflammatory  nature,  tending 
to  create  unwarrantable  combinations,  and  to  excite 
an  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  parliament,"  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  defcribed  in  Lord  Hilfborough's 
letter  ;  and  they  concluded  with  profeffions  of  the 
greateft  loyalty,  and  the  ftrongeft  remonllrances 
againfl  the  late  port-duties.  They  were  alfo  preparing 
a  petition  to  the  King  for  the  removal  of  their  go- 
vernor, againfl  whom  they  laid  a  number  of  charges  ; 
but  before  the  lafl  hand  could  be  put  to  it,  the 
aifembly  was  diilblved. 

The  circular  letters  v.hich  the  American  fecre- 
tary had  written  to  the  other  colonies,  were  attend- 
ded  with  as  little  efficacy  as  that  which  had  been 
fent  to  Eofton.  The  different  alfemblies  wrote 
anfwers  to  that  of  MafTachufets  Bay,  expreffing  the 
highell  approbation  of  their  condudc,  and  a  firm  re- 
folution to  coincide  in  their  meafures.  Some  of 
them  alfo  returned  addreifes  to  the  fecretary  of  flate, 
in  which  they  not  only  juftified  the  fleps  taken  by 
the  affembly  at  Bofton,  but  animadverted  with  grea^ 
freedom  on  feveral  paifages,  as  well  as  on  the  re- 
quifition s   contained   in   his   letter.     At   the  fame 
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1768.    time  mofl  of  them  entered  into  refolutions,  not  to 

Wp''^^    import  or  purcliafe  any  Englilh  goods,  except  what 

were  already  ordered  for  the  enfuing  fall,  and  fuch 

articles  of  necellity  as  they  could  not  do  without, 

until  the  late  laws  Ihould  be  repealed. 


Seizure  Before  the  diflblutlon  of  the  affembly  a  great 
made  of  tuinult  had .  happened  at  Boilon,  in  confequence  of 
?  '  °j^P  a  feizure  made  by  the  board  of  cuftoms,  of  a  Hoop 
board  of  belonging  to  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  that 
cLilloms.  town.  This  fioop,  it  appears,  was  difcharged  of  a 
cargo  of  wine,  and  in  part  reloaded  with  a  quantity 
of  oil,  under  pretence  of  converting  her  into  a  llore, 
but  without  any  proper  attention  being  paid  to  the 
cuftom-houfe  regulations.  On  the  feizure,  the  re- 
venue officers  made  a  fignal  to  the  Romney  man  of 
war  ;  and  her  boats  being  manned  and  armed,  con- 
veyed the  floop  under  the  protedion  of  that  fliip. 
The  populace,  who  had  alfembled  in  crowds  on  the 
occafion,  being  unable  to  recover  the  vefTel,  vented 
their  rage  on  the  commiilioners  of  the  cufloms ; 
pelted  them  v/ith  ftones,  broke  one  of  their  fwords, 
and  treated  them  in  every  refped  with  the  greatefc 
outrage  and  indignity.  Not  latisfied  with  infulting 
and  abufmg  their  perfons,  they  attacked  their  houfes; 
broke  their  windows,  deftroyed  their  furniture,  and 
hauled  the  colledlor's  barge  to  tliecommon,  where 
it  was  burned  to  alhes. 


Officers 
of  the 
ciiftoms 
ret  Into 
Caftlc 
%ViHiam. 


As  foon  as  this  tumult  began  to  fubfide,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  cuifoms  judged^it  necelTary  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  their  lives,  in  cafe  of  any  new  ferment,  to 
retire  on  board  the  man  of  war  ;  whence  they  re- 
moved to  Caftle  William,  a  fortification,  as  we  have 
already  had  occafion  to  notice,  on  a  fmail  illand  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour.  There  they  refumed  the  func- 
tions of  their  office.  Meantime  frequent  town  meet- 
ings were  held,  and  a  remonflrance  was  prefented  to 
the  governor,  in  which  the  rights  that  they  claimed 
were  alTertcd  in  direct  oppofition   to   the  Britilh  le- 

giilature. 
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giflature.  An  extraordinary  requifition  was  alio 
made;  namely,  that  the  governor  would"  hTue  an 
order  for  the  departure  of  his  Majefty's  fliip,  the 
Romney,  out  of  the  harbour."  In  a  word,  the  tem- 
per and  condu£t  of  the  people  became  every  day 
more  licentious,  till  it  exceeded  all  the  lines  of  duty 
and  allegiance,  even  has  traced  on  the  extenfive 
fcale  of  liberty.  Nor  is  the  caufe  of  fuch  iicen- 
tioufnefs  inexplicable. 

That  republican   fpirit,  fo  often    mentioned,  to  Republl- 
which  the   colony   of  Maffachufets    Bay  owed   its  can  fpiilt 
foundation,  and  thofe  fanatical  and  levelling  princi-  breaks 
pies  in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  had  °^5  ^"  ^^^! 
been  nurfed,  being  now  awakened  by  meafures  which  M^ira. 
the  body  of  the  people  regarded  as  totally  fubver-  chufets 
five  of  their  rights,  and  irritated  by  the  arts  of  fac-  Bay. 
tious  and  deiigning  men,   who  had  much  influence 
among  them,  they  were  alike  incapable  of  prefcrib- 
ing  due  limits  to  their  paflions,  and  of  preferving  a 
proper  decency  in  the  manner    in  which  they  ex- 
prefled  them.     Their  public  writers  as  v.t11  as  fpeak- 
ers  were  highly  extravagant  in  their  epithets ;  and  a 
certain  itile  and  mode  of  compoiitionwas  introduced, 
which  feems  peculiar  to  themfelves,  and  which  has 
never  been  equalled  in  abfurdity  fmce  the  days  of 
Ohver  Cromwell,  when  ferious  and  comic  fubjecl:s 
were  confounded,  and  reafon  at  war  with  fenfe.     In 
fome  of  thefe  publications,  while  they  appeared  to 
forget,  on  one  hand,  their  dependence  as  colonies, 
and  to  aifume  the  tone  of  difLind  and  original  dates, 
they  eagerly  claimed,  on  the  other,  all  the  benefits 
of  the  Britifli  conflitution,  and  the  native  rights  of 
Englilhmen,  without  refleding  that  it  was  their  de- 
pendence upon  England  alone,    which  could  entitle 
them  to  any  fliare   of  thofe  rights  and  beneiits.     A 
ludicrous    phrafeology   became    faihionable    in   all 
matters  relative  to  government,   or  even  to   the  fu- 
preme  legillature  ;  an  attempt  was  made  to  degrade, 
by  fome  light  expreflion,  everv  thing  refpedable  in 

the 


84]  The  H  I S  T  O  R  Y  £/*  the  Chap.  IT. 

1768.  the  jurifdidion  of  the  mother-country  ;  but  in  what 
'^'^^r^  concerned  themfelves,  when  their  provincial  affem- 
blies  came  to  be  mentioned,  the  language  was 
changed  :  they  were  no  longer  known  by  that  hum- 
ble name ;  they  were  on  every  occalion  honoured 
with  the  title  of  Parliamknts. 

A  report  A  report  that  their  petition  to  the  king  had  not 
that  their  been  delivered  by  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  contributed 
petition  greatly  to  augment  the  ferment  among  the  people 
^?.^^^^       of  MalTachufets   Bay.     It  was  faid  that  the  petition 

Ivino^  vvr.s  ,,,  •    r^     \         ^         -x  ^  t. 

not  deli-  ^■^^^  hc^n  rejected  at  London,  under  pretence  that 
vered.  the  colony  agent  w^as  not  properly  authorifed  to 
deliver  it,  as  he  had  been  appointed  by  the  aifembly 
without  the  confent  of  the  governor.  The  difTo- 
lution  of  the  general  aflembly  increafed  the  diforder, 
which  was  ilill  farther  heightened  by  the  feizureof  the 
floop,  and  a  circumilance  connected  with  it :  it  was 
the  property  of  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  the 
town  of  Bollon ! 

«-,  ^    .  ^        While  things  wTre  in  this  unhappy  fituation,  two 
giments     regiments  were  ordered  from  Ireland  to  fupport  the 
ordered     civil  government   in  MalTachufets  Bay  ;  and  feveral 
from         detachments,   from  different  parts  of  North  Ameri- 
Ireland.     ^^^  rendezvoufed  at  Hallifax  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
No  account  of  a  defcent  or  inroad,  meditated  by  the 
mod   dangerous   and   cruel  enemy,  could  excite  a 
greater  alarm,  than   this  intelligence  did  at  Bofton. 
It  was  treated  in  fuitable  language,  and  fmiilar  fteps 
were  taken  in  regard  to  it.     On  the  firll  rumour  ot 
fuch  a  meafure,   a  meeting  of  the    inhabitants  was 
fummoned  at  Fanueil  Hall,  where  they  chofe  one  of 
their  late  popular  reprefentatives  as  moderator.     A 
committee  was  then  appointed  to  wait  on  the  go- 
vernor, in  order  to  know  what  grounds  he  had  for 
certain  intimations,  which  he  had  lately  given,  that 
fome  regiments    of   his  Majeily's  forces  were   ex- 
pected in  that  town  ;  and    at  the  fame  time  to  pre- 
lent  a  petition,  deftring  that  he  would  ifiue  precepts 

to 
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to  convene  a  general  alTembly  with  the  greateft  1768. 
fpeed.  To  both  an  hnmediate  anfwer  was  required,  V-/-/""^ 
nor  was  the  anfwer  delayed.  The  governor  re- 
phed,  that  his  information  concerning  the  arrival 
of  the  troops  was  of  a  private  nature,  and  that  he 
could  do  nothing  relative  to  the  calling  of  an  affem- 
blv,  until  he  received  further  inflrufiions  from  his 
Majefty,  under  v/hofe  confideration  the  matter  then 
was. 

A  committee  which  had  been  appointed  to  con-  a  com- 
fider  of  the  prefent  flate  of  the  affairs  of  Maffachu-  mlttee 
fets  Bay,  gave  in  a  long  declaration  and  recital  of  P^^^*  ^^' 
their  rights,  and  the  fuppofed  infractions  of  them,  y^'jj 
which  had  lately  been  attempted.     They  pafTed  at  fofutions. 
the  fame  time  feveral  hafty  refolutions  ;  particularly 
in  regard  to  the    legality  of  raifmg  or  keeping  a 
Handing  army  among  them  w^ithont  their  own  con- 
fent.     The  arguments  againft  fuch  a  meafure,  they 
founded  on  the  well  known  adl  of  King  William  III. 
which   declares  it  contrary  to    law,   "  to  keep  an 
army  in  the  kingdom,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the 
confent  of  parliament, ^^     This  report,  and  the  refo- 
lutions accompanying  it,  were  unanimoufly  agreed 
to   by  the  allembly,    and  a   general  refolution  was 
pafled,  alfo   founded  on  a  claufe  in  the  fame  aft  of 
King  William,    which   recommends  the  frequent 
holding  of  parliaments,   in  confequence  of  which  a 
Convention  was  fummoned  at  Bofton.     Agreeable 
to    this  refolution    James  Otis,  Thomas    Cufliing, 
Samuel  Adams,  and  John  Hancock,  the  four  mem- 
bers who  had  reprefented  the  town  in  the  late  alTem- 
bly, were  now  appointed  as  a  committee  to  aft  lor  it 
in  the  convention  ;  and  the  feleft-men  were  order- 
ed to  write  to  all  the  other  towns  in  the    province, 
requefling  them  to  appoint  committees  for  the  fame 
purpofe.     But  the    moll    extraordinary  aft   of  this 
town-meeting  was  a  requifition   to  the  inhabitants. 
That  whereas  there  was   a   prevailing  apprehenfion 
in  the  mindt^  of  many  of  an  approaching  war  with 
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1768.  France,  they  would  provide  themfelves  with  arms, 
Ky->r>sj  ammunitionj  and  the  neceflary  accoutrements,  io  as 
to  be  properly  prepared  againft  fudden  danger.  A 
day  of  public  prayer  and  falling  was  then  appoint- 
ed, under  the  fandion  of  the  fame  atrocious  falfe- 
hood,  and  the  meeting  was  diflblved. 

Circular        'Yh.^  circular  letter  which  the  feled-men  fent  to 
etter.       ^^  other  towns  in  the  province,  was  written  in  the 
fame  fpirit   as  the  ad;s  and  refolutions  which  it   in- 
clofed,  and  on  which  it  was  founded.     In  this  time 
of  general  frenzy,  however,  when  ninety-fix  towns 
appointed  comruifTioners  to  attend  the  convention,  the 
town  of  Hatfield  refufed  to  concur  in  the  meafure; 
and  the  fpirited  and  judicious  anfwer  which  the  in- 
habitants returned  to  the  fele£l-men  at  Boflon,  will 
be   a   lading  monument  of  the  prudence  and  good 
fenfe  that  influenced  their  conduft.     "  We  are  not 
fenfible^  '^  obf^rvethey^  ^'  that  the  ftate  of  Ameri- 
ca is  fo  alarming,  or  the  fhate   of  this   province  fo 
materially  different  from  what  it  was  a  few  months 
fmce,  as  to  render  the  meafure  which  you  propofe 
either  falutary  or  rxeceffary.     The  ad:  of  parliament 
for  raifmg  a  revenue,  fo  much  complained  of,  has 
been  in  being  and  carrying  into  execution  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  pail,  and  proper  fteps  have  been  taken 
by  feveral  governments  on  this  continent  to  obtain 
rcdrefs  of  that   grievance.     Humble   petitions   by 
them   ordered  to   be  prefented  to  his  Majefly,  we 
truil  have  already,   or  will  foon  reach  the  royal  ear 
— ^be  gracioufly  received,  and  favourably  anfwered ; 
and  we  apprehend,,  that  nothing  that  can  or  will  be 
done  by  your  propofed   convention,  either  can  or 
will  aid   the  petition  from  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives  of  this  province.     We  further  propofe  to  your 
confideration,   whether   the  circular   letter  which 
gave  fuch  umbrage,  containing  thefe  expreffions,  or 
others  of  the  like  import,  that  "  the  king  and  parlia- 
ment, by  the  late  revenue  a^t,  had  infringed  the 
rights  of  the  colonies,  impofed  an  inequita^ble  tax, 
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and  that  things  yet  worfe  might  be  expected  from  1760. 
the  independence  and  unlimited  appointments  of  ^--^^^^l 
crown-officers  therein  mentioned,'*  was  fo  perfedly 
innocent,  and  entirely  confident  with  that  duty  and 
loyalty  profeifed  by  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  laft 
year,  in  their  petition  to  his  Majefty  ;  and  whether 
tlie  lad  houfe  might  not  have  complied  with  his 
Majelly's  requifition,  with  a  full  faving  of  all  their 
rights  and  privileges,  and  thereby  have  prevented 
our  being  deftitute  of  a  general  court  at  this  day. 

"  Vv'e  cannot  comprehend,'*  added  they,  "  what 
pretence  there  can  be  for  the  purpofed  convention, 
unlefs  the  probability  of  a  confiderable  number  of 
regular  troops  being  fent  into  this  province,  and  an 
apprehenfion  of  their  being  quartered  partly  in  your, 
tov/n,  partly  at  the  caftle  :*'  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
doubt  and  uncertainty,  whether  any  were  coming 
or  not,  or  for  what  purpofe  the  king  was  fending 
them ;  "  whether  for  your  defence,'*  obferve  they 
ingenioufly,  "  in  cafe  of  a  French  war,  as  you  tell 
us  there  is  in  the  minds  of  many  a  prevailing  appre- 
henfion of  one  approaching  (and  which,  if  we  do 
not  mifunderftand  your  letter,  induced  you  to  pafs 
the  votes  tranfmitted  to  us)  or  w^hether  they  are 
deftined  for  the  defence  of  the  new  acquired  terri- 
tories, is  altogether  uncertain  :  that  they  are  to  be 
a  (landing  army  in  time  of  peace,  you  give  us  no 
<!vidence  ;  and  if  your  aprehenfions  in  regard  to 
a  French  war  are  well  grounded,  it  is  not  even  fup- 
pofablethat  they  are  intended  as  fuch.  If  your  town 
meant  fmcerely,  v/e  cannot  therefore  fee  the  need 
of  interpofmg  in  military  matters,  in  an  unprecedent- 
ed way,  by  requeuing  the  inhabitants  to  be  provid- 
ed with  arms,  (a  matter  till  now  fuppofed  to  belong 
to  another  department)  efpecially  as  they  mufl  know, 
that  fuch  a  number  of  troops  would  be  a  much  bet- 
ter defence,  in  cafe  of  war,  than  you  had  heretofore 
been  favoured  with.  To  fuppofe  what  you  furmife 
they  may  be  intended  for,   is  to.miftruft  the  king's 
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1768.  paternal  care  and  goodncfs ;  but  if  by  any  fudden 
^^*^^r\^  tumults  or  infurreclions  of  fome  inconfiderate  peo- 
ple, the  King  has  been  induced  to  think  them  a  ne- 
cellary  check  upon  you,  we  hope  you  will,  by  your 
loyalty  and  quiet  behaviour,  foon  convince  his  Ma- 
jelly  and  the  world,  they  are  no  longer  neceflary 
for  that  purpofe,  and  that  thereupon  they  will  be 
withdrawn.  Suffer  us  then  to  conclude,  that,  in 
our  opinion,  the  meafures  which  the  town  of  Bofton 
is  purfuing,  and  propofmg  to  us  and  the  people  of 
this  province  to  unite  in,  are  unconditutional,  illegal, 
and  wholly  unjuflifiable." 


Procecd- 
iags  of 
the  con- 
vention* 


That  declaration  had  no  efFe£t  upon  the  Conven- 
tion, the  firft  proceeding  of  which  was  a  meifage 
to  the  governor,  difclaiming  all  pretences  to  any 
authoritative  or  government  acts  y  and  declaring, 
that  they  were  chofen  by  the  feveral  towns,  and 
came  freely  and  voluntarily,  at  the  earnefh  defire  of 
the  people,  to  confult  and  advife  fuch  meafures  as 
might  promote  peace  and  good  order,  in  the  pre- 
fent  alarming  fituation.  They  next  repeated  their 
manifold  grievances ;  complained  that  they  were 
grofsly  mifreprefented  in  Great  Britain ;  and  preifed 
the  governor  in  the  moil  urgent  terms  to  call  a 
general  aflembly,  as  the  only  means  to  guard  againft 
thofe  alarming  dangers  that  threatened  the  total 
deilrudion  of  the  colony.  The  governor,  on  the 
other  hand,  admonifhed  them,  as  a  friend  to  the 
province,  and  a  well  wiflier  to  the  individuals  of  it,  to 
break  up  their  aflembly  inflantly,  and  feparate  with- 
out doing  any  bufmefs.  He  was  wiUing  to  believe, 
he  faid  that  the  gentlemen  who  iffued  the  fummons 
for  this  meeting,  were  not  aware  of  the  nature  of 
the  high  offence  they  were  committing ;  and  that 
thofe  who  had  obeyed  them,  had  not  confidered  the 
penalties  that  would  be  incurred,  if  they  continued 
longer  to  fit.  "  At  prefent,"  added  he,  '^  igno- 
rance of  the  law  may  excufe  what  is  paft,  but  a  ilep 
farther  will  take  away  that  plea.    A  meeting  of  the 
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deputies  of  the  towns,  is  an  affembly  of  the  reprefen-  1768. 
tatives  of  the  people  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  and  ^-'^^^'^ 
calling  it  a  Conunltfee  of  Conventio?i  will  not  alter  the 
nature  of  the  thing."  He  concluded  with  decla- 
ring, That  if  they  did  not  regard  this  admonition, 
he  muft,  as  governor,  aflert  the  prerogative  of ,  the 
crown  in  a  more  public  manner ;  that  they  might 
affure  themfelves,  for  he  fpoke  from  inflrvicl:ion,  the 
king  was  determined  to  maintain  his  entire  fove- 
reignty  over  that  province,  and  whofoever  Ihould 
perfifl  in  ufurping  any  of  the  rights  of  it,  would 
repent  of  his  raflmefs. 

This  anfwer  produced  another  meffage,   wherein  TheCon- 
the  Convention  jullified  their  meeting,  as  being  yention 
only  an  affemblage  of  private   perfons,  and  defired  J^"^."/ 
an  explanation  relative  to  the  criminality  with  which  j^geting. 
their  proceedings  were    charged.     The  governor 
refufed  to  receive  that  or  any  other  meffage  from 
them,  as  it  w^ould  be  admitting  them  to  be  a  legal 
affem.bly,    which   he    could    by  no   means    allow. 
The  Convention  now  appointed  a  committee,  who 
drew  up  a  report  in  terms  of  great  moderation, 
which  was  approved  of  by  the  whole  body.     In 
this  they   affign   the  caufes  of  their  meeting,  dif- 
claim   all   pretence   to   any  authority   whatfoever, 
and  advife  and  recommend  to  the  people  to  pay 
the  greateft  deference  to  government,  and  to  wait 
with  patience  for  the  refult  of  his  Majelly's  wif- 
dom  and   clemency  for   a  redrefs  of  their   grie- 
vances :   at  the  fame  time  they  declare  for  them- 
felves.  That    they   will,    in  their  feveral  flations, 
yield  every  poffible  affiflance  to  the  civil  magiflrate, 
for  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  order,  and  the  fup- 
preilion  of  riots   and  tumults.     Having  afterwards 
prepared  a  reprefentation   of  their  condud:,  and  a 
detail  of  many  of  the  late  tranfadions  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  their  agent  in  London,  the  Convention 
broke  up, 
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The   fame  day  that  this  irregular  affembly  was 
dliTolved,  and  what  perhaps  was  the  caufe  of  its 
SeDt   2Q   i"^io<ic^*^tion  and  fhort  continuance,  the  fleet  from 
Hahfax  arrived  in  the  harbour  ;  confifling  of  feveral 
A  fleet     frigates  and  iloops  of  war,  and  a  confiderable  num- 
anives       -^^^  ^^  tranfports,  with  two  regiments  of  foldiers, 
Halifax     ^-^^  ^  party  of  artillery  on  board.     Some  difficulties 
with  t  A'o  at  firfl  arofe  about  quartering  thefe  troops,  the  coun- 
regiments  cil  refufmg  to  admit  them    into  the  town,  as  the 
J  .^"^^\     barracks   of  Caflle  William  were  fufficient  to  re- 
'^  '  ^   *  ceive  them.     That  difficulty  was  however  got  over, 
by  accepting  quarters  that  were  only  to  be  confider- 
ed   as   barracks ;  on   which   footing,   the    council 
agreed  to  allow  them  barrack  provifions.     General 
Gage  arrived  at  Boflon  foon  after,  as  did  the  two 
regiments   from   Ireland.     A  tolerable    degree  of 
harmony  fubfifled   for  a  time  between  the   inhabi- 
tants and  the  troops  ;  and  an  appearance   of  tran- 
quility was   reflored,  by  this  fymptom  of  vigour  in 
the  Britilh   government,   not   only  to  the  province 
of  Maflachufets   Bay,  but  to   all  his  majefly's  do- 
minions in  North  America. 

Change  That  tranquility,  however,  was  of  fliort  duration. 
3n  the  Meanwhile  feveral  changes  took  place  in  the  Britilh 
mini.  ry.  j^Jnj{]-j.y^  ^j^j  various  meafures  were  propofed  with 
refpe£i:  to  the  colonies.  Lord  North  was  appointed 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  confequence  of 
the  death  of  the  Honourable  Charles  Townlhend  ; 
and  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  finding  that  the  firii 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  though  reputed  his  political 
pupil,  was  no  longer  willing  to  be  implicitly  guided 
by  him,  refigned  his  place  of  lord  keeper  of  the  privy- 
.1-6^,  feal.  TheEarlofShelburnealfo  refigned  his  office  of 
fecretary  of  ilate,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Lord  Wey- 
moutfi,  from  the  northern  department.  Soon 
after  thefe,  and  other  changes,  the  American  affairs 
came  formally  before  the  parliament ;  and  as  an  at- 
tention to  the  fubje<^  had  been  particularly  recom- 
mended h'om  the  throne,  it  was  confidered  to  be 
the  principal  bufmefs  of  the  feflion. 
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Refolutions  and  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  on  the    1769. 
fubjed  of  thefe  affairs,  were  accordingly  paffedby  both  ^^-^-^^r^^ 
houfes.  In  thofe  refolutions,  the  late  aftsof  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  of  the   province  of  MaiTachufets   ^^^*  ^* 
Bay,  which  tended  to  call  in  queflion,  or  import  a 
denial  of  the    authority  of  the    fupreme  legillature  jr°^V     . 
to  make  laws  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cafes  what-  Parlia- 
foever,  were  declared  to  be  illegal,  unconilitution-  ment  ad- 
al,  and  derogatory,  to  the  rights  of  the  crown  and  ^^'^^^  ^i^ 
parliament  of  Great  Britain.     The  circular  letters  -"^^^J^^^y 
\vritten  by  the  fame  affembly,  to  thofe  of  the  other  pi-oceed- 
provinces,  requiring  them  to  join  in  petitions,  and  fno-s  cf 
llating  the  late  laws  to  be  infringements  of  the  rights  the  peo- 
of  the  people  in  the  colonies,  were  alfo  declared  to  P^^  ^^ 
be  proceedings  of  a  moil  unwarrantable  and  dan-    ,    ^  " 
gerous   nature,  calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  ]3ay. 
the  inhabitants,  and  tending  to  create  undue  combi- 
nations, contrary  to  the  laws,  and  fubverfive  of  the 
conditution  of  Great  Britain. 


con 


The  town  of  Bollon  was  declared  to  have  been  '^Q{l^^ 
for  fome  time  pad  in  a  ftate  of  great  diforder  and  declared 
confufion,  difturbed  by  riots  and  tumults  of  a  dan-  to  be  In 
gerous  nature,  during  which  the  oiKcers  of  the  re-  ^  ^^^^  ^^ 
venue  had  been  obilruiled  by  violence  in  the  exe-  f^^^l 
cution  of  the   lavv^s,   and   their  lives  endangered  ; 
that   neither  the   council   of  tlie  province,  nor  the 
ordinary  civil  miagiftrates,  had  exerted  their  authori- 
ty for  the  fupreiTing  of  fuch  tumults  and  riots ;  that, 
in  thefe    circumilances   of  the  province  of  MafTa- 
chufets  Bay,  aid  of  the  town  of  Bcilon,  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the  due  execu- 
tion of  the   laws,  became  impra£licable,   without 
the  aid  of  a  military  force   to  fupport    and  protect 
the  civil  magift rate,    and  the   officers   of  his  Majef- 
ty's  revenue  ;  that  the  declarations,  refolutions,  and 
proceedings   in  the  town-meetings   at  Bollon  were 
illegal   and  unconflitutional,    and  calculated  to  ex- 
cite fedition  and  infurredion ;  that  the  appointment 
of  a  Convention,   to  confjit  of  the  deputies   from 
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1769.  the  feveral  towns  and  diftricls  in  the  province,  and 
^->^">^"^^  the  writing  of  ^  letter  by  the  feled-men  to  each  of 
the  faid  towns  and  diflricts,  for  the  election  of  fuch 
deputies,  were  proceedings  fubverfive  of  govern- 
ment, and  evidently  manifefling  a  dcfign  on  the  in- 
Jiabitants  of  Bofton,  to  fet  vip  a  new  and  unconfti- 
tutional  authority  independent  of  the  crown.  The 
elections  by  the  feveral  towns  and  diftricls  of  de- 
puties to  fit  in  the  Convention,  and  its  meeting, 
were  alfo  declared  to  be  daring  infults  offered  to 
his  Maj city's  authority,  and  audacious  ufurpations 
of  the  powers  of  government. 


Great 
fatlsfac- 
tion  ex- 
prcfTed 
at  the 
meafure; 
taken  to 
fupport 
the  au- 
tho  >y 
of  G.B. 
over  the 
colonies. 


In  the  addrefs,  the  greated:  fatisfadion  was  ex- 
preiTed  at  the  meafures  which  had  been  purfued  to 
fupport  the  conllitution,  and  to  induce  in  the  colo- 
ny of  MafTachufets  Bay  a  due  obedience  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  mother-country.  The  moft  inviola- 
ble refolution  was  declared,  to  concur  effectually  in 
fuch  further  meafures  as  might  be  judged  neceffary 
to  maintain  the  civil  magiftrate  in  a  proper  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  ;  and  it  was  given  as  a  matter  of 
opinion,  That  nothing  would  fo  effectually  preferve 
royal  authority  in  that  province,  as  bringing  the  au- 
thors of  the  late  unhappy  diforders  to  exemplary 
punifhment.  In  confequence  of  this  opinion,  it 
was  earnefly  requeiled,  that  Governor  Bernard 
might  be  directed  to  tranfmit  the  fullefl  informa- 
tion that  could  be  procured  of  all  treafons,  or  mif- 
)>rifion  of  treafon  committed  within  his  govern- 
ment, fmce  the  thirtieth  of  December  1767,  to- 
gether wuth  the  names  of  the  perfons  who  were 
mofl  adive  in  perpetration  of  fuch  offences,  that 
his  majefly  might  ilfue  a  commiilion  for  inquiring 
into,  hearing,  and  determining  upon  the  guilt  of 
the  ofttnders  within  this  realm,  purfuant  to  the  pro- 
vifions  of  a  flatute  made  in  the  30th  year  of  King 
Henry  VIII.  in  cafe  his  majefly,  lipon  Governor 
Bernard's  report,  fhould  fee  fiifficient  ground  for 
fuch  a  Droceedine. 

But 
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But  though  this  addrefs,  and  the  refolutions  that    1760. 
accompanied  it,  were  carried  through  both  houfes  of  "^^^"^ 
parHament  by  a  great  majority,  no  meafures  were 
ever  oppoied  with  more  ftrmnefs,  and  few  debates  '^^^ 
have  been  more  ably  managed,  than  thofe  of  both  ^^f^^'  ^ 
fides  of  the  queflion.     The  Rockingham  and  Gren-  Rock- 
ville  parties,  fuppofed  to  be  irreconcilable  in  regard  ingham 
to  American  affairs,  united  on  this  occafion.     They  parties 
urged,   that  admitting  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  A61  ^?^^^^ 
to  have  been  an  improper  meafure,  as  experience  ^^^^^ 
feemedto  prove.,  yet  from,  the  moment  of  that  re- 
peal the  policy  of  the  mother-country  was   altered, 
though  her  rights  were  not  abridged,  as  an  attem.pt 
to  tax  the  colonies  no  longer  flood  on  its  ancient 
foundation  of  wifdom   and  practicability  ;  that  it 
was  now  the  mode  with   thofe  who  had  been  the 
caufe  of  all    the  prcfent   diforders   in  America,  to 
reprefent  the  people  there,  as  nearly  in  a  fiate  of 
rebellion  ;  and  thus  artfully  to  make  the  caufe  of 
the  miniftry  the  national  caufe,  and  to  perfuade  us, 
that  becaufe  the  colcnifls  (aggrave^ted  by  a  feries  of 
blunders  and  mifmanagements,  and  emboldened  by 
the  weaknefs  and  inconfiilancy  of  governmient)  have 
fhev/n  their  impatience  in  the  commiiiion  of  feveral 
irregular  and  very  indefenfible  acts,  that  they  want 
to  throv/  of  the   authority  of  the   mother-country  : 
that  it  was  indeed  true,  that  popular  prejudices 
were  very  dangeroully  meddled  with,  and  therefore 
all  wife   governments  made  very  great  allowances 
for  them,  and  Vvhen  there  vvas  a  neceffitv  for  coun- 
terading   them,  did  it  always  with  the  grealed  art 
and  caution  ;    that  the   temper   of  our  American 
coloniils  in  this  refpe(5l,  v*'as  well  known  from   the 
former  trial,  which  had  leafl  experiment  and  im- 
portance to  plead  ;  but  v/hat    arguments   could  be 
urged  in  favour  of  the    prefent    attempt,    or  what 
hope   entertained  that  it  would  meet  v/ith  Icfs  op- 
pofition  ? — A  number  of  duties  were  laid  on,  which 
derive  their  confequence  only  from  their  odioufnefs, 
and  the  mifchiefs  they  have  produced;  and  an  army 

of 
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1769.    of  cuflom-houfe   officers,  ftill   more   odious,  was 
^^^f~^   fent  to  colled:   them  ;  that  this  odioufnefs  chiefly 
arofe  from  an  opinion,  that  the  taxes  were  created 
for  the  officers,  as  indeed  they  could  fcarccly  ferve 
any  other  purpofe  ;  and  that  the  imprudence  of  the 
meafure   had  made    another  army  necelTary  to  en- 
force it.     But  how  could  it  be    expeded   that  any 
fuch  meafure    could  be  executed  without  force  ? — 
Had  not  thofe  who  were  the  framers  of  the  bill,  or 
at  leail  under  whofe  aufpices  thefe  duties  were  laid 
on,  been  themfelves  the  zealous  fupporters*,  at  the 
head  of  that  opinion  which  totally  denies  the  right 
in  the  Icgifiature  to  tax  America  ?     Had  not  their 
names  been  held  up  in  the  colonies   as   objefts  of 
the  highell  veneration,    and  their  arguments  made 
the  foundation  of  whatever  was  there  underflood  to 
be  conflitutional  in  writing  or  fpeaking  ? — ^What 
wonder  then,  that  the  Americans,  v/ith  fuch  great 
authorities  to  fupport  them  in  opinions  fo  flattering 
to  their  importance,   Ihould  fly,  in  that  warmth  of 
paffion  naturally  infpired  by  a  difappointed   pride, 
into  the  greateft  extravagancies,  on  a  dired:  and  im- 
mediate violation  of  what  they  were  taught  to  con- 
fider  as  their  mofl  undoubted  and  invaluable  rights ! 
Can  we  be   furprifed,  in  a  word,  that  fuch  unac- 
countable contradidions  between  language  and  con- 
duct, ihould  produce  the    unhappy  confequences 
Vv'hich  we  now  experience  ? 

The  That  part  of  the  addrefs  which  propofed  the 

bringing  bringing  of  delinquents  from  the  province  of  Maf- 

01  ddm-  fi^ci^vifi^fs  23^y  |-Q  ]3g  xxiz^  at  a  tribunal  in  this  kino:- 

from  the  <^^"^>  ^or  Crimes  fuppofed  to  be  committed  there, 

province  ^n^t  with  ftill  greater  oppofition  than  the  refolves, 

of  Mafia-  and  underwent  many  fevere  animadv'erfions.  Such 
dnifcU  ^p^^Q. 

to  be 

t!-^^^!  ^"j  *  '^^-^  ^^^^  ^^  Chatham,  Lord  Camden,  .and  others  of  the 
.t.ng]anci,  party,  who  were  equally  aftive  in  procuring  the  repeal  of  the 
great  y  lUmp-aft,  and  in  oppofing  the  right  of  taxation  ;  but  \vh(i 
(jppokd.    afrerwards  acquief:ed  at  leaft  in  the  pott  duties..' 
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a  proceeding  was  faid  to  be  direftly  contrary  to  the  1769. 
fpirit  of  our  conflitiition.  A  man  charged  with  a  '^^■^'^ 
crime  is,  by  the  laws  of  England,  ufuaily  tried  in 
the  county  in  which  he  is  luppofed  to  have  com- 
mitted the  offence  ;  in  order  that  the  circumitances 
of  his  crime  may  be  more  clearly  examined,  and 
that  the  knowledge  which  the  jurors  there  receive  , 
of  his  general  charader,  and  of  the  credibility  of 
the  witnelfes,  may  affift  them  in  pronouncing,  with 
a  greater  degree  of  certainty,  upon  his  innocence 
or  guilt.  As  the  conftitution  has  fecured  this  mode 
of  trial,  from  a  conviction  of  its  utility,  to  every 
fubjedt  in  England,  under  what  colour  of  juftice 
can  he  be  deprived  of  it  by  going  to  America  ? — h 
his  hfe,  his  fortune,  his  charader,  lefs  eftimable  in 
the  eye  of  the  law  there  than  here  ?  or  are  we  to 
mete  out  different  portions  of  jullice  to  Britifh  fub- 
jeds,  which  are  to  leffen  in  degree,  in  proportion 
to  their  diffance  from  the  capital  of  the  empire  ? — 
If  a  colonift  has  violated  the  laws,  by  a  crime  com- 
mitted in  America,  let  him  be  tried  there  for  the 
offence  ;  and  if  found  guilty,  punifhed,  as  the  lav/ 
in  fuch  cafe  diredls  :  but  let  him  not  be  torn  away 
to  the  diftance  of  above  three  thoufand  miles  acrols 
the  ocean,  from  his  family,  his  friends,  his  bufmefs, 
his  connexions ;  from  every  affiftance,  countenance, 
comfort,  and  counfel,  neceffary  to  fupport  a  man 
under  fuch  unhappy  circumitances,  to  be  tried  by  a 
jury  who  are  not  in  reality  his  peers — who  are  pro- 
bably prejudiced  againfl  him,  and  may  perhaps 
think  themfelves  interefted  in  his  conviction. 


he  mi- 


It  was  replied  by  the  friends  of  adminidration,  ti^^  ^ 
that  the  repeal  of  the  flamp-aCl,  in  its  confequences,  niftry 
had  difappointed  the   expectations  of  the  lincere  j"ibfy 
well-wifhers  of  America  :  that  inftead  of  producinoj  then-  pro- 
the  hoped  for  effeCts  of  gratitude  and  a  due  fub-  ^^* 

miffion  to  government,  in  return  for  the  tender 
confideration  fhewn  to  the  fuppofed  diflreffes  of  the 
colonifls,  it  had^ operated  in  fuch  a  manner  on  their 

licen- 
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1769.    licentioufnefs,  as  to  make  it  neceffary  to  eflablifh 
^^■^^^^^   fome  pofitive  mark  of  their  dependence   on  the 
mother-country  ;  that  the  kite  duties  fo  much  com- 
plained of,   were  for  one  of  the  very  reafons  now 
objected  to  them,  the  fmallnefs  of  their  produce, 
chofen  as  fufficient  to  anfwer  that  purpofe ;  they 
were  the  leaft  opprellive  that  could  be  thought  of, 
and  the  lead  grievous ;    they  v/ere  not   internal 
taxes,  and  their  whole  produce  was  to  be  applied 
to  the  fupport  of  the  civil  eiiabliihrnent  of  the  co- 
lonies ;  that  the  republican  principles,  and  licen- 
tious difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  MaiTachufets 
Bay,  being  operated  upon  by  fome  factious  and  de- 
ligning  men  among  them,  had  broke  out  into  acls 
of  the  moil  daring  infolence,  and  the  moft  outra- 
geous violence,  which  fufficiently  demonflrated  the 
original  necellity  of  making  them  fenfible  of  their 
dependence  upon  the  Britilh  legiilature  ;  that  by 
the  language  held  forth,  and  the  writings  publifhed 
among  them,  they  feenjed  rather  to  confider  them- 
felves  as  mem^bers  of  an  independent  flate,  than  as 
the  people  of  a  colony  and  province  belonging  to 
this  empire. 

From  the  ill-judged  fyllem.  of  policy,  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  upon  which  the  government  of  that  pro- 
vince had  been  originally  eflablifhed,  the  council 
is  appointed  by  the  aifembly ,  and  the  grand  juries 
are  eleded  by  the  townihips  :  hence  thofe  factious 
men,  already  mentioned,  having  got  a  great  lead 
in  the  aifembly,  and  being  themfelves  the  rulers  of 
the  popular  phrenzy,  guided  and  directed  according 
to  their  pleafure  the  v/hole  civil  government,  fo 
that  all  juilice  and  order  were  at  an  end  where-ever 
their  interefts  or  paiiions  were  concerned  ;  that  in 
fuch  circumJlances  the  populace,  freed  from  ail 
legal  reftraints,  and  thofe  v/ho  fhould  have  been  the 
fupporters  of  government  and  the  confervators  of 
the  public  peace,  fetting  the  firll  example  of  con- 
tempt to  the  one  themfelves,  and  giving  ev^y  pri- 

pri» 
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vate  encouragement  to  the  breach  of  the  other,  had  i  -  '>9. 
at  length  proceeded  to  the  commiflion  of  fuch  atro-  ^-'^^"^ 
cious  ads,  as  though  not  now  deemed  downright 
rebellion,  would  in  other  times  have  been  confi- 
dered  and  punifhed  as  fuch,  by  an  exertion  of  the 
fupreme  authority  of  the  flate,  or  a  regular  judg- 
ment of  law  ;  and  which,  however  extenuated, 
were  offences  of  a  very  high  nature :  that  it  was 
therefore  full  time  for  government  to  interfere, 
and  effedually  to  curb  diforders,  which  if  fuffered 
to  proceed  any  farther,  could  no  longer  be  men- 
tioned  by  that  name  ;  that  the  example  fet  by  the 
people  of  Boflon,  and  the  raih  and  daring  meafure 
adopted  by  their  alfembly,  of  fending  circular  let- 
ters to  the  other  colonies,  had  already  produced  a 
great  effed ;  and,  unlefs  feafonably  checked,  was 
likely  to  have  fet  the  whole  continent  of  North 
America  in  a  flame  ;  that  fome  fhips  of  war  and 
troops  were  accordingly  fent  to  Boflon,  where 
without  bloodfhed,  or  coming  to  any  violent  ex- 
tremity, they  had  been  able  to  reflore  order  and 
quiet  not  only  to  that  town,  but  to  the  whole  pro- 
vince of  MalTachufets  Bay. 

It  was  farther  obferved,  that  nothing  but  the  mod 
fpirited  and  vigorous  refolutions,  fupported  by  a 
fucceflion  of  meafures,  equally  firm  and  vigorous, 
could  bring  the  colonies  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  their 
duty  and  their  dependence  upon  the  fupreme  legi- 
ilature  ;  that  the  fpirit  which  prevailed  in  Boflon 
was  fo  fubverfive  of  all  order  and  civil  government, 
and  the  condu6l  of  the  magiflrates  had  left  fo  little 
room  for  any  hope  of  their  properly  fulfilling  their 
duty,  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  fer- 
ment, that  it  became  abfolutely  necellary  to  revive 
and  put  in  execution  that  law  of  Henry  VIII.  by 
which  the  king  is  impowered  to  appoint  a  commifTioii 
in  England,  for  the  trial  here  of  any  of  his  fubje6l$ 
guilty  of  trcafon  in  any  part  of  the  world  ;  that  un- 
lefs this  meafure  was  adopted,  the  mofl  flagrant 

O  aas 
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1769.  acls  of  treaion  and  rebellion  might  be  committed 
^-"^"^^"^  in  that  town  and  province  with  impunity,  as  the 
civil  pow^er  there  was  neither  difpofed,  nor  able  to 
take  cognizance  of  them  ;  that  the  perfons  who 
were  guilty  of  thofe  crimes,  and  who  had  already 
occafioned  fo  much  trouble  and  confufion,  were  no 
obje»^s  of  compaffion,  therefore  every  objection 
which  arofe  from  any  difagreeable  circumdlances 
that  might  attend  this  mode  of  bringing  them  to 
jullice  fell  to  the  ground,  as  thefe  ought  only  to  be 
confidered  as  a  Imali  part  of  the  puniihment  due  to 
their  crimes ;  that  it  was  ungenerous  to  fuppofe  go- 
vernment would  make  an  improper  ufe  of  this  law, 
by  the  harrafling  of  innocent  perfons,  and  that  there 
was  no  rcafon  to  call  in  queflion  the  integrity  or  the 
impartiahty  of  our  juries. 

Jan.  8,  Before  any  new  meafures  were  taken  with  re- 
177^*  fpect  to  America,  or  any  material  change  had  hap- 
A  new  pened  in  the  affairs  of  that  continent,  a  new  change 
change  ^ook  place  in  the  Britifh  miniftry.  Lord  Camden 
^".^^.^  ^  refigned  the  feals,  and  the  Duke  of  Grafton  his 
office  of  firft  lord  of  the  treafury.  Various  other 
perfons  of  eminence  threw  up  their  places ;  and 
the  whole  adminiflration  feemed  falling  to  pieces, 
when  the  promotion  of  one  man  gave  it  a  liability ; 
w^hich  it  had  not  known  in  the  prefent  reign,  nor 
perhaps  in  any  reign  fmce  the  days  of  Elizabeth. 
Lord  North  was  appointed  hril  commiffioner  of  the 
Treafury,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton  ; 
whofe  incapacity  as  a  miniiler  was  thought  to  be  as 
evident,  as  his  accomplifhments  as  a  nobleman  are 
univerfally  confell^;^d.  From  that  moment,  a  more 
confident  plan,  in  regard  to  America,  was  purfued, 
and  greater  order  was  introduced  into  every  de- 
partment of  government.  The  new  minifler  im- 
mediately moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  re- 
peal fo  much  of  the  late  ad,  impofing  certain  port 
^luties  in  America,  as  related  to  the  duties  on  paper, 
painters-colours,  and  glafs.     Thefe   he   obferved, 

with 
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with  that  perfect  knowledge  of  trade  and  finances  1770. 
which  has  diftinguifhed  his  adminiflration,  being  ^^■^^'^'^^ 
Britifh  manufadures,  it  was  abfurd  to  tax  them ;  but 
that  tea  being  an  article  of  commerce,  it  was  pro- 
per the  tax  on  it  fliould  be  continued,  efpecialiy  as 
the  confumers  in  the  colonies  would  ftill  have  it 
cheaper  than  the  people  in  England,  the  American 
port-duty  being  nine-pence  per  pound  lefs  than  the 
Britifli.  This  was  found  reafoning  ;  and  though  a 
total  repeal  was  warmly  contended  for,  his  lordlhip 
perfifled  in  his  motion,  and  carried  the  partial  re- 
peal. It  would  perhaps  have  been  more  confiftent, 
however,  with  the  dignity  as  well  as  the  wifdom  of 
a  great  minifter,  to  have  reiinquiihed  the  duty  on 
tea  along  with  the  reft,  as  it  was  fcarcely  fafficient 
to  anfwer  the  expence  of  collecting  it,  and  to  have 
relied  upon  fome  future  occafion  for  aiferting  the 
authority  of  the  mother-country  over  her  colonies 
in  a  matter  of  more  importance,  fmce  the  right  of 
taxation  was  rendered  indifputable  by  a  pofitive  act 
of  the  fupreme  legillature*. 


May  8. 


The  ftate  of  affairs  in  America  was   foon  after 
brought  formally  under  the  confideration  of  parlia- 
ment, in   confequence  of    an    account  which  had  Ameri- 
been  received  of  an  alarming  riot  in  Bofton  between  can  affairs 
the   foldiers  and   the  inhabitants  f. :  and  a   motion  l^^'o^g'^t 

'  '  under  the 

^  confide- 

ration  of 


meat. 


*  Other  arguments  have  been  urged  agalnfl  continuing  the  p^j-jj^^ 
duty  upon  tea,  arlfing  from  an  experience  of  its  fatal  confe- 
qucnces  ;  but  as  thefe  could  not  be  forefeen  at  this  time,  and 
were  the  refult  of  a  new  meafure,  adopted  from  too  partial  a 
regard  to  the  interefts  of  the  Eall  India  company,  the  author 
of  this  work  has  paid  no  attention  to  them. 

f  Various  accounts  of  this  unhappy  fray  have  been  puplifli- 
ed,  fome  of  which  flatly  contradict  each  other  ;  but  the  truth 
appears  to  hare  been  nearly  as  follows.  The  arrival  of  his  ma- 
iefty's  troops  in  Boflon  being  extremely  diiagreeable  to  the 
inhabitants,  every  method  was  ufed  to  feduce  them  from  their 
duty  ;  and  as  foon  as  their  number  was  diminiihed,  by  the  de- 
parture of  two  regiments  for  Halifax,  "a  refolution  was  formed 
to  e:?pel  them.  The  foldiers  had  fome  intimation  of  this  in- 
tention ; 


Ku<>r>^ 
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1770.  \V2i%  made  by  the  minority  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
throne,  fetting  forth  the  neceflity  of  an  inquiry, 
how  the  miniflers  here,  no  lefs  than  the  officers 
there,  have  managed  fo  unfortunately  as  to  kindle 
the  prefent  fiame  of  diifention  betv/een  the  mother- 
country  and  her  colonies.  In  fulfilling  this  duty, 
it  was  obferved,  the  matter  of  fact  mufl  not  only  be 
confidered,  but  the  right  of  things :  not  only  the 
turbulence  of  the  Americans,  but  the  caufe  of  that 
turbulence  ;  and  not  only  the  power  of  the  crown, 
but  the  equity  with  which  that  power  had  been  exer- 
cifed.  The  motion  was  rejefted  by  a  great  majori- 
ty, as  were  feveral  refolutions  to  the  fame  purport : 
and  the  difpofition  of  the  colonies  to  difclaim  all 
dependen-ce  on  the  mother-country  ;  the  neceflity  of 
fupporting  its  authority  and  the  dignity  of  govern- 
ment ; 

tentlon  ;  and  alfo  that  the  inhabitants  carried  weapons  conceal- 
ed under  their  deaths,  and  meant  to  deilroy  them,  as  they 
were,  **  now  but  a  handful  !"  the  fignificant  language  ufed 
by  one  of  their  magiftrates  from  the  feat  of  jnftice.  Infultg 
and  injuries  took  place  daily,  after  this  fufpicion,  between  the 
town's  people  and  the  troops,  till  the  hatred  of  the  former 
knew  no  bounds.  At  length,  the  fifth  and  lixth  of  March 
fcem  to  have  been  agreed  on  for  a  general  trial  of  ftrength. 
With  that  view  feveral  parties  of  the  militia  came  froni  the 
country  armed,  in  order  to  join  their  friends  ;  but  on  this,  as 
on  moll  occafions  of  a  fimilar  nature,  the  impatience  of  the 
populace  brought  matters  to  extremity  before  the  fcheme  was 
ripe  for  execution.  On  Monday,  March  5,  1770,  tvro  foldiers 
were  attacked  and  beat  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
The  alarm  bell  was  rung  in  order  to  colleft  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  beacon  was  intended  to  be  lighted,  to  bring  in  aid  from 
the  diftant  country.  Captain  Prefton,  who  commanded  for 
the  day,  immediately  repsired  to  the  main  guard ;  and  in  his 
way  thither  he  fawthe  people  in  great  commotion,  and  heard 
them  ufe  the  moll  cruel  and  horrid  threats  againft  the  troops. 
The  ;.umult  thickened  ;  a  general  attack  was  made  upon  the 
military  with  clubs  and  bludgeons,  after  mutual  injuries  had 
pafTed  between  individuals  ;  fome  of  the  foldiers,  provoked  by 
blows,  fired  upon  the  mob  ;  three  men  were  killed  upon  the 
•Tpot,  an'l  four  dangeroully  wounded.  Through  the  interpofi- 
tlon  of  Ivir,  Ilutchinion,  the  lieutenant-governor,  farther  mif- 
chief  was  prevented  ;  but  he  was  under  the  nccelTity  of  order- 
ing the  troops,  for  the  faturc,  to  confine  themfdves  to  Cuftl? 
William. 
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ment ;  the  right  of  the  crown  to  ftation  troops  in  1770, 
any  part  of  the  Britilh  empire,  together  with  the  ^w/'-v^s-/ 
necelFity  of  employing  them  to  fupport  the  laws, 
where  the  people  were  in  little  lefs  than  a  fl;at,e  of 
rebcihon,  were  urged  by  adminiftration  as  unan- 
fwerable  arguments  of  the  propriety  of  ellabiifhing 
a  military  force  in  America. 

The  neceffity  of  fuch  a  force  indeed  became 
every  day  more  evident.  The  difcontents  and  dif- 
orders  cccafioned  by  the  port-duties,  continued  to 
accompany  the  remaining  one  upon  tea,  in  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree,  through  all  the  old  colonies  on  the 
continent.  The  fame  fpirit  pervaded  the  whole. 
Even  thofe  colonies  wfuch  depended  moft  on  the 
mother-country  for  the  confumption  of  their  pro- 
ductions, entered  into  fimilar  aifociaticns  with  the 
others ;  and  nothing  was  to  be  heard  but  refolu- 
tions  for  the  encouragement  of  their  own  m.anu- 
fafturcs,  the  confumption  of  home  produds,  the  ' 
difcouragement  of  foreign  articles,  and  the  retrench- 
ment of  all  luperfiuitie^.  Still,  however,  thefe  were 
only  fymptoms  of  difcontent,  which  had  little  efiect 
on  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies :  for  although  that  trade  had  fomewhat  ftag- 
nated  on  the  late  non  importation  agreement,  it  re- 
vived again,  and  even  flouriihed ;  and  though  the 
article  of  tea  was,  by  the  refolutions  of  feveral  co- 
lonies ftridly  prohibited,  it  continued  to  be  intro- 
duced both  from  England  and  other  countries  *, 
and  the  duties  were  paid,  though  with  fome  hnall 
appearance  of  exterior  guard  and  caution.  But  in 
the  meantime,  the  governors  of  mofl  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  the  people,  were  in  a  continual  ilate  of  >. 
warfare.  AiTemblies  were  repeatedly  called,  and 
as  fuddenly  dilTolvcd  ;  and  while  fitting,  they  were 

wholly 
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*  This  iiPiportation  from  other  countries  was  the  chief  reafon 
why  the  duty  was  continued,  and  'vliy  ft  was  laid  in  America 
rather  than  in  Enp-land, 
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1770.   wholly   employed    in    reiterating   grievances   and 


K^r-r^U 


framing  remonftrances. 


Burning        The  greateft  outrage,  which  was  committed  in 
Gafpce     ^^^'^   ^^'^  ^^  diforder,  happened  at  Providence  in 
fdiooner    ^^^^^^  l^^-^xiA,  where  his  Majeily's  arm.ed  fchooner, 
June  10,  t^'ieGafpee, having beenflationedtoprevent thefmucr- 
^772.      ghng,  for  which  that  place  was  notorious,  the  vigil- 
ance of  the  officer,  who  commanded  the  veffel,  f© 
enraged  the  people,  that  they  boarded  her  at  mid- 
night, to  the  number  of  two  hundred  armed  men, 
and  after  wounding  him,  and  forcing  him  and  his 
people  to  go  on  £!iore,  concluded  this  daring  exploit 
by  burning  the   fchooner.     Though  a  reward   of 
500I.  together   with    a  pardon,    if  claimed   by  an 
accomphce,  was  offered  by  proclamation  for  the  dif- 
covering  and  apprehending  any  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned in  this  atrocious  acl,  no  effeaual  difcovery 
could  be  made. 

C-r^at  An  odd  incident  happened,   which  ferved  to  re- 

Bmlorf    ^""^  ^^'^^'^  ^"""-"^^^  ^'^^^^'  ^^^  ^^^  i^l  temper  and  ani- 
occrtiion-  ^^fity  that  had  long  fubfifled  between  the  execu^ 
ed  by  the  ^ive  part  of  government  and  the  people,  in  the  pro- 
diTcovery  vince  of  Pvlalfachufet's  Bay.     This  was  the  acciden- 
Ht?n  ^'"^  '^'  difcovery,  and  publication  of  a  number  of  con- 
^^'-      hdential  letters,  which  had  been  written  during  the 
courie  of  the   unhappy  difputes  with  the   mother 
country,  by  the  then  governor  and  deputy-governor 
of  that  colony,  to  perfons  in  power  and  office  in 
England.     The  letters  contained  a  very  unfavour- 
able reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  afl^irs,   the  tem- 
per and  difpofition  of  the  people,   and  the  views  of 
their  leaders,  in  that  province  ;  and  tended  to  Ihew, 
?iot  only  the  neceffity  of  the   mofc  coercive  mea- 
lures  ;  but  that  even  a  very  confiderable  change  of 
the  conftitution,    and  Arftem    of  government,    was 
neceiTary,  to  fecure  the  obedience  of  the  colony. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  letters  indeed  were  in  part  confidential  and 
private  ;  but  the  people  of  the  colony  infilled,  that 
they  were  evidently  intended  to  influence  the  con- 
dud  of  government,  and  muff  therefore  be  ihewn 
to  fuch  perfons  as  had  an  intereft  in  preferving  their 
privileges.  Upon  the  death  of  a  gentleman  in  whofe 
pofTeirion  thefc  letters  then  happened,  they  by  fome 
means  which  were  not  known,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  agent  for  the  colony  of  Maflachufets  Bay, 
who  immediately  tranfmitted  them  to  the  affembly 
of  that  province,  vvhich  was  then  fitting  at  Bofton. 
The  indignation  and  animofity  which  thefe  letters 
excited  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  confufion  on  the 
other,  neither  need  nor  admit  of  defcription. 

After  feveral  violent  refolutions  in  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives,  the  letters  w^ere  prefented  to  the 
council,  under  the  ftrictefl  injundion  from  the  repre- 
fentatives, that  the  perfons,  who  were  to  fhew  them 
ihould  not  by  any  means  fuffer  them,  even  for  a 
moment,  out  of  their  own  immediate  hands.  This 
affront  to  the  governor  was  adopted  by  the  council ; 
and,  upon  his  requiring  to  examine  the  letters  that 
were  attributed  to  him,  thereby  to  be  enabled,  either 
to  acknowledge  them  if  genuine,  or  to  reprobate 
them  if  fpurious,  that  board,  under  the  pretence  of 
this  reflriclion,  refufed  to  deliver  them  into  his 
hands ;  but  fent  a  committee  to  open  them  before 
him,  that  he  might  examine  the  hand  writing.  To 
this  indignity  he  was  obliged  to  fubm.it,  as  well  as 
to  the  mxortilication  of  acknowledging  the  fignature, 

Such  a  new  fource  of  difcord  was  not  Vv'anting  in  June  23. 
that  colony.     The  houfe  of  affembiy  paffed  a  peti-  petition 
tion  and  remonflrance  to  his  Majefly,  in  which  they  forthere^ 
charged  their  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  with  moval  of 
being  betrayers  of  their  trufls,  and  of  the  people  ^^^  go- 
they  governed  ;  of  giving  private,  partial,  and  falfe  ^'^"^^5 
information  ;  declared  them  enemies  to  the  colony,  tenant- 
jind  prayed  for  juflice  againfl  them,  and  for  their  governor. 

fpeedy 
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1772.     fpeedy  removal  from  their  places.     So  wide  was  the 

\^r>r>u    difeontent,  and  fo  weak  the  powers  of  government 

in   that   aifembly,   that  thefe   charges  with  many 

others,  were  carried  through  by  a  majority  of  82  to  1 2. 

'773*  As  we  have  juft  obferved,  the  article  of  tea  to  be 
continued  notwithftanding  the  flrong  refolutions  of 
the  colonifts,  to  be  flill  imported  into  America ;  yet 
by  the  advantages  which  foreigners  had  in  the  fale 
of  the  low  priced  teas,  as  well  as  the  general  odium 
attending  the  Britiih  teas,  which,  as  bearing  a  par- 
liamentary duty,  were  confidered  as  inilruments  of 
ilavery,  the  Eafl  India  company  was  thought  to  fuf- 
fer  much  by  the  difpute  with  the  colonies. 

Scneme         Thus  circumflanced,  the  minifler  in  the  lafl  fef- 
for  the      fion,  as  fome  apparent  confolation  to  that  company 
esporta-    f^r  ^^^  flrong  meafures  which  were  then  purfued 
*^°°b°  the  ^S^^^-^  ^^  ^y  government,  brought  in  a  bill,  by  which 
EaU'ln-    ^^^^y  were  enabled  to  export  their  teas,  duty  free, 
diacom-   to  all  places  whatfoever.     In  confequence  of  this 
paay  to     meafure,  the  company  departed  in  fome  degree  from 
the  CO-      jfg  eilablifhed  mode,   of  difpofmg  of  its  teas  by 
.onies.       pu|3iic  fales  to  the  merchants  and  dealers,  and  adopt- 
ed the  new  fyilem,  of  becoming  its  own  exporter 
and  factor.     Several  Ihips  were  accordingly  freight- 
ed with  teas  for  the  different  colonies  by  the  com- 
pany, where  it  alfo  appointed  agents  for  the  difpofal 
of  that  commodity. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  fchem^,  and  any  utility  to  be 
derived  from  it,  if  it  did  fucceed,  were  at  the  time 
much  queflioned :  fome  adive  members  in  that 
company,  and  one  gentleman  of  great  confideration 
amongfl  them,  remonflrated  againfl  it,  as  rather 
calculated  for  the  eflabhfhment  of  the  revenue  law 
in  America,  than  as  a  favour  of  fervice  to  the  com- 
pany. It  is  true,  that  they  had  then  about  feven- 
teen  millions  of  pounds  of  tea  in  their  ware-houfes  ; 
but  though  this  appeared  an  immenfe  quantity  to 

thofc 
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thofe  who  were  not  verfed  in  the  flate  of  the  trade, 
it  was  faid,  in  reality  to  be  only  equal  to  about  two 
years  ufual  confumption,  and  it  was  always  intend- 
ed to  have  a  year's  flock  in  hand^ 

It  appears  that  the  company  w^as  not  iffelf  quite 
fatished  as  to  the  utility  of  this  meafure,  ^nd  accord- 
ingly  confulted  fome  of  the  mod  eminent  perfons  in 
the  tea  trade  upon  the  fubjed.     By  fome  of  the 
mod  intelligent  of  thcfe  it  was  reprefentcd,  as  the 
wildeft  fcheme  that  could  be  imagined,  and  the  mofc 
remote  from  affording  the  relief  which  they  wanted. 
That  even  fuppofing  it  attended  with  all  the  fuccefs 
of  which  it  was  poflibiy  capable,  the  returns  would 
be  too  flow  and  too  precarious,  to  fupply  in  any 
degree  the  company's  prefent  exigencies  in  point  of 
caih  ;  that  on  the  other  hand  it  Would  certanily  be 
offering  the  greateft  injury  to  the  merchants,  who 
were  their  eltablifhed  and  never-faihng  cuflomers ; 
who  purchafed  their  teas  at  all  rifks,  and  paid  vaft 
funis  of  money  at  ifated  times  independent  of  them. 
Certain  meafures  WTre  alfo  propbfed,  relative  to  the 
holding  of  two  public  fales  within  given  diffances 
of  time,  by  which  the  company  would  not  only  dif- 
pofe  of  all  its  teas,  but  would  receive,  as  they  fup- 
pofed,  by  the  firll  payment,  at  the  end  only  of  five 
months,  no  lefs  than  1,200,0001.  in  calh  :  a  fumfo 
Gonfiderable,  and  to  be  paid  in  fo  fh6rt  a  time,  that 
it  would  probably  enable  them  to  refrain  from  the 
fatal  loan,  which  they  v/ere  negociating  with  the 
public.     The  firft  meafure,  behig  a  favourite  with 
government,  was  adopted,   notwithflanding  thefe 
reafons  and  propofals. 

If  fuch  were  the  opinions  formed  upon  this  fcheme 
at  home,  it  v/as  univerfally  confidered  in  the  colo- 
nies, as  calculated  merely  to  circumvent  them  into 
a  compliance  with  the  revenue  law,  and  thereby 
open  the  door  to  an  unlimited  taxation.  For  it  was 
eufilv  feen,  that  if  the  tea  was  once  landed  and  in 

?  the 
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1773.  the  cuflody  of  the  confignees,  no  alTociations,  nof 
\.^r^^  other  meafures,  would  be  fufficient  to  prevent  its 
fale  and  confumption  ;  and  nobody  could  pretend  to 
imasfine,  that  when  taxation'  was  eilablillied  in  one 
inllance,  it  would  reftrain  itfelf  in  others.  Befides 
that  all  the  dealers  both  legal  and  clandefline,  who 
as  tea  is  an  article  of  fuch  general  confumption  in 
America,  were  extremely  powerful,  faw  their  trade 
taken  at  once  out  of  their  hands.  They  fuppofed  it 
w^ould  all  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  company's  con- 
fignees, to  whom  they  mult  become  in  a  great 
meafure  dependent,  if  they  could  hope  to  trade  at 
all.  The  Eail  India  company  by  the  late  regula- 
tions was  brought  entirely  under  the  diredion  of  go- 
vernment. The  confignees  were  of  courfe  fuch  as 
favoured  adminiftration,  and  for  that  reafon  the  mod 
unpopular  people  in  America.  Particularly  at  Bof- 
ton,  they  were  of  the  family  and  neareil  connexions 
of  thofe  gentlemen,  whofe  letters  as  we  have  ob- 
ferved,  had  at  that  time  kindled  fuch  prodigious 
heats  and  animofities  among  the  people.  It  was  at 
an  unlucky  time  that  they  thought  they  faw  a  mo- 
nopoly formed  in  favour  of  the  mofl:  obnoxious 
perfons,  and  that  too  for  the  purpofe  of  confirming 
an  odious  tax.  The  fam.e  fpirit  feemed  to  run 
like  wildfire  throughout  the  colonies,  and  without 
any  apparent  previous  concert,  it  was  every  where 
determined,  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  teas  at 
all  events. 

particular  At  the  fame  time.  The  Eaft'-India  company  be- 
caufes  came  fo  exceedingly  odious  to  the  peopk,  that  a 
which  mere  oppofition  to  her  interefhs,  abflraded  from  all 
in  render-  ^^^^  caufes,  v/ould  have  embarraffed  any  meafure 
ing  that  that  was  undertaken  in  her  favour,  The  colonifts 
meafure  faid,  that  ilie  was  quitting  her  ufual  line  of  conduct, 
more  gc-  oj^fi  Avantonly  becoming  the  inflrument  of  giving 
"f^^  y.  efricacy  to  a  law  which  they  detelled  :  thereby  in- 
ous.  volvmg  them,  as  they  amrmed,  m  the  preient  dan- 

gerous  dilemma,  either  of .  fubmifTicn  to  the  eila^ 

bliih. 
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blifliment  of  a  precedent  which  they  deemed  fatal  to 
their  hberties,  or  of  bringing  matters  to  a  crifis 
which  they  dreaded,  by  adopting  the  only  means 
that  feenied  left  to  prevent  its  execution. 

As  the  time  approached  when  the  arrival  of  the  Refolu- 
tea  fliips  for  the  execution  of  the  new  plan  was  ex-  ^^°°^ ""' 
pe£led,  the  people  affepibled  at  different  places  in  ^^"^% 
great  bodies,   and  began  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  into  to 
feemed  moft  efFedual  to  prevent  the  landing  of  their  prevent 
cargoes.     The  tea  confignees,  who  had  been  ap-  ^he  land- 
pointed  by  the  E.  I.  company,  were  obliged  in  moil  ^"^  "^ 
places  (and  in  fo.me,  at  the  peril  of  life  as  well  as     ^  ^^^^' 
property)  to  relinquifh  their  appointments,  and  to 
enter  into  public  engagements  not  to  ad:  in  that 
capacity.     Committees  w^ere  appointed  by  the  peo-  Commit- 
pie  in  different  towms  and  provinces,  whom  they  tees  ap- 
armed  with  fuch  powers  as  they  fuppofed  themfelves  P^^"^^^* 
enabled  to  bellow.    They  were  authorized  to  infpeft 
merchants  books,  to.propofe  tells,  to  puniih  thofe 
whom  they  confidered  as  contumacious,  by  the  dan- 
gerous profecution  of  declaring  them  enemies  to 
their  country,   and  of  affembling  the  people  when 
they  thought  neceffary.     In  a  word,  their  powers 
were  as  indefinite,  as  the  authority  under  which 
they  acted. 

In  the  tumultuous   affemblies  which  were  fre-  Tumul- 
quently  held  upon  this  occafion,  numberlefs  refolu-  tuous  af- 
tions  were  paffed,  extremely  derogatory  w4th  refped  ^^J"^^^^^ 
to  the  authority  of  the  fupreme  legifiature.    Inflam-  people 
matory  hand-bills,  and  other  feditious  papers  were  in  diffe- 
continually  publifhed  ;  nor  were  the  conductors  of  ^^nt  colo- 
news-papers,  nor  the  writers  of  various  pamphlets,  "'^''' 
much  more  guarded  in  their  conduct,  or  temperate 
in  their  manner.     Even  at  Philadelphia,  which  had 
been  fo  long  celebrated,  for  the  excellency  of  its 
police  and  government,  and  temperate  manners  of 
its  inhabitants,  printed  papers  were  difperfed,  warn- 
ing the  pilots  on  the  river  Delaware,  not  to  conduct 

any 
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1773.  any  of  tliefe  tea  fliips  into  their  harbour,  which  were 
W'x^'V  only  fent  for  the  purpofe  of  enllaving  and  poifoning 
all  the  Arncricans  ;  at  the  fame  time,  giving  them 
plainly  to  underfland  it  was  expefted,  that  they 
would  apply  their  knowledge  of  the  river,  under 
the  colour  of  their  profefhon,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  would  effeftually  fecure  their  country  from  fo 
imminent  a  danger.  At  New-York,  in  a  funilar 
publication,  thofe  fliips  are  faid  to  be  louden  with 
the  fetters  which  had  been  forged  for  them  jn  Great- 
Britain,  and  every  vengeance  is  denounced  againll 
all  perfons,  -vvho  dare  in  any  manner  contribute  to 
the  intrpdudion  of  thofe  chains.  All  the  colonies 
feemed  to  have  infta|itly  ijnited  in  this  point. 

"Three  The   town  pf  Bofton,  which  had  teen  fo  long 

fhips  la-    obnoxious  to  government,  was  the  fcene  of  the  firft 

den  \yith    Quti-agg,     Three  Ihips  laden  with  tea,  having  arriv- 

atBoflon   ^^  ^^  ^^'^^  port,  the  captains  were  terrified  into  4 

concefiion,  that  if  they  were  p.erniitted  by  the  con- 

fignces,  the  board  of  cufloms,  and  tlie  Fort  of  Caftle 

William,  they  would  return  with  their  cargoes  to 

England.     Theie  promifes  could  not  be  fulfilled  \ 

the  conlignees  rpfufed  to  difcharge  the  captains  from 

the  obligations   under  which  they  were  chartered 

for  the  delivery  of  their  cargoes  ;  the  cuflom-houfe 

refufed  them  clearance  for  their  return  : — and  the 

governor  to  grant  them  a  paiTport  for  clearing  the 

fort.  ■  . 

In  this  ftate,  it  was.  eafily  feen  by  the  people  of 
the  town,  that  the  ihips  lying  fo  near,  the  teas  would 
be  landed  by  degrees,  notwithflanding  any  guard 
they  could  keep,  or  meafures  take  to  prevent  it ; 
and  it  was  as  well  known,  l..  ^t  if  they  were  landed, 
nothing  could  prevent  their  being  difpofed  of,  and 
thereby  the  purpofe  of  ellablifliing  the  monopoly, 
and  raifing  a  revenue  fulfilled.  To  prevent  this 
dreadful  confequcnce,  a  number  of  armed  men, 
under  the  difguife  of  Mohawk  Indians,  boarded  the 

ihips  ^ 
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fliips,  and  in  a  few  hours  difcharged  the  whole  car-  1773. 
goes  of  tea  into  the  fea,  without  doing  any  other  ^-^'^'^^ 
damage,  or  offering  any  injury  to  the  captains  or 
crews.  It  was  remarkable,  that  the  government,  ^"^^^ 
civil  power,  garrifon  of  Fort  William,  and  armed  thrown* 
fhips  in  the  harbour,  were  totally  inadive  upon  this  into  the 
occafion.  fea. 

Some  fmaller  quantities  of  tea,  met  afterwards  Similar 
with  a  rnnilar  fate,  at  Bofton,  and  a   few  other  o^^trages 
places;  but  in  general,   the  commiffioners  for  the  ^°,^"^^ 
fale  of  that  commodity,  having  been  obliged  to  re-  pij.'ces ; 
linquiili  their  employment,  and  no  other  perfons  moft  of 
daring  to  receive  the  cargoes  which  were  coniigned  ^^5  tea 
to  them,  the  mailers  of  the  tea  veffels,  from  thefe  ^^?.^ 
circumftances,  as  well  as  from  a  knowledge  of  dan-  ^^  rfturn 
ger,  and  the  determined  refolution  of  the  people,  home 
readily  complied  with  the  terms  which  were  pre-  with 
fcribed,  of  returning  directly  to  England,  without  ^^^^^ 
entangling  themfclves  by  any  entry  at  the  cuftom-  ^^^fu^* 
houfes.     At  New- York  it  was  indeed  landed  under  entire 
the  cannon  of  a  man  of  war.     But  the  government  fcheme 
there  were  obliged  to  confent  to  its  being  locked  rendered 
up  from  ufe.     In  South  Carolina  fome  was  thrown  ^"^f^ 
into  the  river  as  at  Bofton.  Abortive. 

Such  was  tlie  iffiie  of  this  unfortunate  fcheme. 
Some  difpofition  to  thefe  dillurbances  was  known 
pretty  early  ;  but  as  their  utmoft  extent  was  dill 
unknown,  the  meeting  of  parliament  was  deferred 
until  after  the  holidays,  the  tranfadions  of  which, 
\vith  refpect  to  American  affairs,  will  more  properly 
i;ome  under  the  head  of  pur  third  chapter. 
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CHAP.     III. 

A  finnmary  account  of  all  the  American  adsy  p^jTed  in  the  Bri' 
tifh  parliament,  /ro}/i    'January    13,    1774,    to    the    22d  of 
June  follo'wing. 

^  I  ^HE  fpeech  from  the  throne  at  the  openuig  of 
_£_  this  parliament,  January  I3th5  fJJ^.:,  contain- 
ed nothing  very  flriking.  Bufmefs  of  common 
occurences  engrolled  the  attention  of  the  houfe, 
until  the  American  difpatches  arrived,  March  7, 
which  brought  advice  of  the  outrages  committed 
on  board  the  tea  fliips  at  Boflon.  This  intelligence 
occafioned  a  melTage  from  the  throne  to  both 
houfes,  in  which  they  were  informed,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  unv/arrantable  pradices  carried  on  in 
North  America,  and  particularly  of  the  violent  and 
outrageous  proceedings  at  the  town  and  port  of 
Bofton,  with  a  viev/  of  obIlru<^ing  the  commerce 
of  this  kingdom,  and  upon  grounds  and  pretences 
immediately  fubverfive  of  its  conflitution,  it  was 
thought  fit  to  lay  the  v/hole  matter  before  parlia- 
ment. 


Ameri- 
can pa- 
pers laid 
before  the 
Houfe. 


This  meflage  was  attended  with  a  great  number 
of  papers  relating  to  the  late  tranfaflions  in  the 
colonies,  containing:  copies  and  extracls  of  letters 

^  Ox 

from  the  feveral  governors  ;  from  the  commander 
of  the  forces  ;  from  the  admiral  in  Boilon  harbour  ; 
from  the  confignees  of  the  tea  at  Bofton,  to  one  of 
the  ringleaders  of  the  faclion  in  that  town,  with 
votes  and  refolves  of  the  town  of  Boilon,  previous 
to  the  landing  of  the  tea,  and  narratives  of  the 
tranfadlons  which  fucceeded  that  event,  &c.  he, — 
— They  alfo  contained  details  from  the  different 
governors,  of  all  tranfadions  relative  to  the  teas, 
which  Jooh  place  in  their  refpedive  governments, 
from  the  hrlt  intelligence  of  their  being  {flipped  in 
England,  to  the  dates  of  thefe  letters,  which  were 
in  number  109. 
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As  the  fame  fpirit  pen^.ded  the  %vhole  coiitinent, 
io  the  fame  language,  fentiment,  and  manner,  pre- 
vailed in  all  thefe  written  or  printed  pieces,  whether 
circulated  in  the  province  of  MafTachufet's,  or  in 
the   other  ccicnies. 

The  prefentment  of  the  papers  was  accompanied 
with  a  comment  upon  them,  and  particularly  thofe  Com- 
that  related  to  the  tranfaftions  at  Boflon,  in  v>^hich  J?^"^^ 
the  condudl  of  the  governor  was  defcribed  and  ap- 
plauded, and  that  of  the  prevailing  faction  repre- 
fented  in  the  mofl  atrocious  light.  It  was  faid  that 
he  had  taken  every  meafure  which  prudence  could 
fuggefl,  or  good  policy  jullify,  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  Eaft-India  company's  property,  the  fafety  of 
the  confignees,  and  the  prefe^ving  of  order  and 
quiet  in  the  town. 

That  he  had   it  undoubtedly  in  his  power,  by  Condud 
calling  in  the  allillance  of  the  naval  force  w^iich  was  '^^  *^^^^ 
in  the  harbour,  to    have  prevented  the  deilruction  g^^'^'^"^^ 
or  the  tea  ;   but  as  the  leading  men  m  Bolton  had  ^^ 
always  made  great  complaints  of  the  iuterpofition 
of  the  army  and  navy,  and  charged  ail  dillurban- 
ces  of  every  fort  to  their  account,  he   with  great 
prudence  and  temper,  determined  from  the  begin- 
ning to  decline  a  meafure,  w^hich  would  have  been 
fo  irritating  to  the  minds  of  the  people  ;  and  might 
well  have  hoped,  that  by  this  confidence  in   their 
ccnduCl:,    and  truft  repofed  in  the  civil  power,  he 
ihould  have  calmed  their  turbulence,  and  nreferved 
the  public  tranquillity. 

Thus,  fald  the  m^nifters,  the  people  of  Bofton 
were  fairly  tried.  They  were  left  to  their  own  con- 
ducl:,  and  to  the  exercife  of  their  judgment,  aiad 
the  refult  has  given  the  he  to  their  former  profeilions. 
They  are  nov/  without  an  excufe :  and  all  the 
powers  of  governmient  v/ithin  that  province,  are 
found  infufncier.t  to  prevent  the  moil:  violent  out-. 
Kages.  It 


Rcafons 
afiigned 
for  coer- 
five  mea- 
fures. 
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drefs  to 
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Throne. 
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It  was  concluded  upon  the  whole,  that  by  an  impar- 
tial review  of  the  papers  now  before  them,  it  would 
manifeflly  appear,  that  nothing  could  be  done  either 
by  civil,  military,  or  naval  officers,  to  efFeftuate  the 
re-eftablifhment  of  tranquility  and  order  in  that 
province,  without  additional  parliamentary  powers 
to  give  efficacy  to  their  proceedings. 

That  it  w^as  therefore  incumbent  on  every  mem^ 
ber  to  weigh  and  confider,  wdth  an  attention  fuit- 
able  to  the  great  importance  of  the  fubjed,  the  pur- 
port of  the  papers  before  them,  and  totally  laying 
all  prejudices  afide,  to  f6rm  his  opinion  upon  the 
meafures  moil  eligible  to  be  purfued,  for  fupport- 
ing  the  fupreme  legillative  authority,  the  dignity  of 
parliament,  and  the  great  intcrefts  of  the  Britifh 
Empire.  This  is  in  fubflance  what  was  urged  by 
miniftry  upon  the  fubjed  when  they  prefented  the 
papers. 

The  fpirit  now  raifed  againil  the  Am^ericans  be- 
came as  high  and  as  ftrong  as  could  be  defired,- 
both  within  and  without  the  houfe.  In  this  temper 
a  motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne, 
"  to  return  thanks  for  the  meflage,  and  the  graci- 
ous communication  of  the  American  papers,  with 
an  allurance  that  they  would  not  fail  to  exert  every 
means  in  their  power,  of  effedlually  providing  for 
obje£ls  fo  important  to  the  general  welfare,  as  main- 
taining the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  and  fecuring 
the  juil  dependence  of  the  colonies  upon  the  crown 
and  parliament  of  Great  Britain." 


The  MI- 

lifter's 
advan- 
tage in 
this  ad- 
drefs. 


By  the  voting  this  addrefs  miniftry  gained  a 
greater  advantage  than  at  firft  appeared,  for  they 
found  by  the  difpofition  of  the  houfe  which  was 
ftrongly  againft  all  retrofpe^l,  that  they  would  con- 
fine themfelves  ta  the  mere  mifbehaviour  of  the 
Americans.  The  violence  of  the  Americans  was 
public  and  unqueftionedy  and  when  the  enquiry  was 

con* 
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<:onrined  to  that  ground,  it  would  be  eafy  to  carry    1774. 

any  propofition  agednd  them.     It  was  of  great  con-   ^-/-v^^ 

fequence  to  the  miniiler,  that  no  part  whatfocver 

cf  the  weaknefs   and  diforderly  (late  of  fo   many  *' 

governments,  Ihould  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  thofe 

who  had  for  fome  years  the  entire  diredion  of  them 

in  their  hands. 

As   the  florm  which  was  gathering  againfl:  the  Petition 
colonies  v/ould  probably  be  directed  againfl  MalTa-  received 
chufet's  Bay,  Mr.  Bollan,  agent  for  the  council  of  \^^^^^ 
that  province,  thought  it  neceffary  to  prefent  to  the  agent. 
houfe,  by  v,^ay  of  precaution,  a  petition  defiring 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  lay  before  the  houle  • 
the  aBa  rcgia  of  CHicen  Elizabeth  and  her  fucceflbrs, 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  Planters,  and  their  defcen- 
dents,  and  the  perpetual  enjoyment  of  their  liber- 
ties.   Thefe  documents  he  prefumed  had  never  been 
laid  before  the  houfe,  nor  had  the  colonies  ever  had 
an  opportunity  to  afcertain  and  defend  thefe  rights. 
This   petition  was  received  without  difficulty,  and 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  mlnifter,  after  having  moved  that  the  Fung's  Conditi- 
meilage  of  the  7th  of  March  lliould  be  re*ad,  opened  on  of  the 
his  plan  for  reftoration  of  peace,  order,  iuflice.  and  Lofton 
commerce   in   Maflachufet's    Bay,    by    propofuig,  ' 

"  that  the  town  of  Bofton  fhould  be  obliged  to  pay 
"  for  the  tea  which  had  been  deflroyed  in  their 
"  port ;  alfo  fecurity  to  be  given  in  future,  that 
"  trade  may  be  fafeiy  carried  on,  property  prcted- 
"  ed,  laws  obeyed,  and  duties  regularly  paid. 
"  Otherwife  the  punifhment  of  a  fingle  illegal  ad: 
"  is  no  reformation."  It  v/ould  be  therefore  pro- 
per to  take  away  from  Boflon  the  privilege  of  a  port 
until  his  Majefly  fhould  be  fatisfied  in  thefe  parti- 
culars, and  publicly  declare  in  council,  on  a  proper 
certificate  of  the  good  behaviour  of  the  town,  that 
he  w^as  fo  fatisfied. — By  this  Boflon  might  certainly 
fuffer.     But  fite  ought  to  fuiFer  y  and  by  this  refo- 

Q^  lutioa 
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1774.   lution  would  fufFer  far  lefs  punifhment  than  her 
^^^^>r>u  delinquencies   fully  juflified.     For    flie    was    not 
wholly  precluded  from  all  fupply.     She  was  by  this 
proportion  only  to  be  virtually  removed  fevcnteen 
miles  from  the  fea.     The  duration  of  her  punifli- 
ment  was  entirely  in  her  own  power.     For  when 
fhe  Ihould  difcharge  this  juft  debt  to  the  E.  I.  com- 
pany which  had  been  contraded  by  her  own  vio- 
lence, and  given  full  alTuranccs  of  obedience  in 
future  to  the  laws  of  trade  and  revenue  ;  there  was 
no  doubt,  but  that  his  Majelly,  to  whom  he  pro- 
pofed  to  leave  that  power,  would  again  open  the 
port,  and  exercife  that  mercy  which  was  agreeable  ^ 
to  his  royal  difpofition  ;  whereupon  leave  was  given 
•nn         to  bring  in  a  bill  "/or  the  immediate  re?noval  of  the 
port-l>I]l    "  officers  concerned  i?i  the  colle6lion  of  the  citjioms  front 
brought    "  the  town  of  Bofton  in  the  province  of  the  Maffachu- 
in,  Mar.   "  fefs  Baj^  in  North  America^  a?id  to  dif continue  the 
^^'  ''  landitig  and  difch urging^    lading  and  Jhippi?ig  of 

goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  at  the  f aid  town  of 
Bojion,  or  zvithi?!  the  harbour  thereof'^ 


At  the  firfl  introduction  it  v/as  received  with  very 
general  applaufe.  The  equity  of  obliging  a  delin- 
quent town  to  make  fatisfa6:ion  for  the  diforders 
which  arofe  from  their  fadious  fpirit,  and  negligent 
police,  was  fo  ftriking,  that  many  things  which 
might  appear  exceptionable  in  the  a6l  were  over- 
looked. The  cry  railed  againfl  the  Americans, 
partly  the  natural  effeft  of  their  own  ads,  and  part- 
ly of  the  operations  of  government,  was  fo  ftrong  as 
nearly  to  overbear  the  mofh  refolute  and  determined 
in  the  oppofition.  Several  of  thofe  who  had  been 
moil  fanguine  favourers  of  the  colonies  now  con- 
demned their  behaviour ;  and  applauded  the  mea- 
fure,  as  not  only  juft,  but  lenient. 

Second  g^^  -j^  ^^  progrcfs  of  the  bill,  oppofition  feemed 

fromBol-  ^^  colleft  itfelf,   and  to  take  a  more  active  part. 
Ian  refu-   M^»  Bollan,  the  agent  of  the  council  of  Mallachu- 
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fet's  Bay,  prefented  a  petition,  defiring  to  be  heard  1774. 
for  the  faid  council,  and  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  "^^-^^^^ 
other  inhabitants  in  the  town  of  Bofton.  The  houfe 
refufed  to  receive  the  petition.  It  was  faid,  that 
the  agent  of  the  council  was  not  agent  for  the  cor- 
poration, and  no  agent  could  be  received  from  a 
body  corporate,  except  he  were  appointed  by  all 
the  necellary  conflituent  parts  of  that  body.  Be- 
fides,  the  council  was  fluctuating,  and  the  body  by 
v/hich  he  was  appointed  could  not  be  then  aftually 
exifting.  This  vote  of  rcjedion  was  heavily  cen- 
fured.  The  oppofition  cried  out  at  the  inconfiilency 
of  the  houfe,  who  but  a  few  days  ago  received  a 
petition  from  this  very  man  in  this  very  character ; 
and  now,  only  bccaufe  they  chufe  to  exert  their 
power  in  adls  of  injuflice  and  contradiction,  totally 
refufe  to  receive  any  thing  from  him,  as  net  duly 
qualified.  Were  not  the  reafons  equally  flrong 
againft  receiving  the  firfl  as  the  fecond  petition  ? 
But  what,  they  afferted,  made  this  conduct  the 
more  unneceiTary  and  outrageous,  was,  that  at  that 
time  the  houfe  of  lords  were  actually  hearing  Mr. 
Bollan  on  his  petition,  as  a  perfon  duly  qualified, 
at  their  bar.  Thus,  faid  they,  this  houfe  is  at  once 
in  contradiction  to  the  other,  and  to  itfelf.  As  to 
the  reafons  given  againfl  his  qualification,  they  are 
equally  applicable  to  all  American  agents ;  none  of 
whom  are  appointed  as  the  minifler  now  requires 
they  fhould  be — and  thus  the  houfe  cuts  off  all  com- 
munication between  them  and  the  colonies  w-hom 
they  are  affecting  by  their  acts. 

The  bill  paffed  the  houfe  on  the  25th  of  March.  pafTed, 
and  w^as  carried  up  to  the  lords,  where  it  was  like-  Mar.  25. 
wife  warmly  debated,   but   a^    in  the  commons,  it 
palled  without  a  divifion.     It   received   the   royal 
affent  on  the  31(1  of  March, 

The   difpofition  to  carry  tilings  to   extremities  ' 

with  America  ^Yas   become  very  general  j   and  as 

the 
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1774.    the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-aO:  was  much  condemned  by 
^^•^'^^^'^^  the  miniilerial  fide,  and  its  authors  greacly  decried, 

they  rcpofed  the  higheft  conlidence  in  the  fuccefs 

of  nieaiures  of  a  contrary  nature. 

The  Boflon  port  bill  formed  only  one  part  of  the 
coercive  plan  propofed  by  the  miniftry  as  the  effec- 
tual method  of  bringing  her  to  obedience.     Others 
of  a  deeper  and  more  extenfive  nature  were  behind, 
and  appeared  in  due  time.     Soon  after  a  bill  was 
April  ]  5,  brought  in  for   ^^  the  better  regulating  government 
A  Bill  for  "  in  the  province,  of  Ma^fjachiifefs  Bay.'"     The  pur- 
the  better  pQf^  ^f  ^v^^g  |^-j|  ^^^^g  ^^  ^^i^^  the  ccnftirution  of  that 

{n%  the  P'-'ovnice    as   it  Itood   upon  the    charter   or    King 

govern-  William ;  to  take  the  wliole  executive  power  out 

ment  of  of  the  hands  of  the  democratic  partj  and  to  veil  the 

Mafia-  nomination  of  counfeilors,  judges,  and  magiftrates 

chufet's  of  ^11  kinds,  including  Sheriifs,  in  the  crown,  and 

^*  in  fome  cafes,  in  the  King's  governor,  and  all  to  be 
removeable  at  the  pieafure  of  the  crown. 

This  bill  pafTed  by  a  prodigious  majority,  after  a 
May  2,     debate    v/hich    lafced   with    uncomm.on   fpirit   for 
many  hours. 

The  dlfpoiition  fo  prevalent  in  both  houfes  to 
firong  meafures  v/as  highly  favourable  to  the  whole 
miniilerial  plan  for  reducing  America  to  obedience. 
The  good  reception  of  the  propofal  for  changing  the 
charter  government  of  Mafiachufet's  Bay,  encou- 
raged them  to  propofe  very  foon  after  another  bill, 
without  which,  it  vv^as  faid,  that  the  fcheme  would 
be  entirely  defective.  In  the  committee  on  Ame- 
rican papers,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  chairman 
ihould  move  for  kave  to  bring  in  "  a  Bill  for  the 
MafTa-  "  impartial  adminijiratlun  of  jufiice  in  the  cafes  of 
chufet's  "  perfons  que/tioned  for  any  acts  done  by  them  in  the 
Bay  Bill.  <«  execution  of  the  Imus^  or  for  the  fupprejfion  of  riots 
and  iimidls   in  the  trovince  of Maffachwef s  Bav 


cc 


^'  in  Nezv  ilwuhi: 
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This  bill  provides,   that  in  cafe  any  perfon  is  in-    1774. 
di£i:ed  in  that  province  for  murder,    or  any  other   v.-'-vv^ 
capital  offence,  and  that  it  fhall  appear  to  the  gover-        .^ 
nor,  that  the  fad  was  committed  in  the  exercife  or  of  th^  °° 
aid  of  magiflracy,  in  fuppreiling  tumults  and  riots,  bill, 
and  that  it  fliall  appear  to  the  governor,   that  a  fair 
trial  cannot  be  had  in  the  province,   he  iliail  fend 
the  perfon  fo  indi6led,   &c.  to  any  other  colony,  or 
to   Great  Britain,  to   be  tried.     The    charges    on 
both  fides  to  be  borne  out  of  the  cufloms.     This 
act  to  continue  for  four  years. 

The  debate  on  this  bill  was  even  more  warm  than 
oh  the  former,  and  the  publications  of  the  time 
quote  an  old  member  who  is  rarely  in  oppofition, 
»as  having  ended  his  fpeech  with  thefe  remarkable 
words :  "  I  will  now  take  my  leave  of  the  whole 
^'  plan,— you  will  commence  your  ruin  from  this  day. 
"  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  not  only  the  houfe  has  fallen 
"  into  the  error,  but  the  people  approve  of  the  mea- 
"  fure. — The  people,  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  are  mifled* 
''  But  a  lliort  time  will  prove  the  evil  tendency  of 
'^  this  Bill.  If  ever  there  was  a  nation  running 
headlong  to  its  ruin,  it  is  this.'* 

The  bill  palled  the  houfe  on  the  fixth  of  May,      {r  a  < 
and  being  carried  up  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  occa-  ^j,,/ ' 
fioned  warm  debates  upon  the  fame  principles  upon 
which  it  was  difcuffed  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
The  lords  of  the  minority  entered    on  this,  as  ou 
the  former  bill,  a  very  ftrong  protefl. 

The  feflion  w^as  drawing  near  to  the  ufual  time  of 
recefs  ;  and  the  greatcfl  number    of  the  members, 
fatieued  with   a  lone  attendance   on  the  American 
bills,  were  retired  into  the  country.     In  this   fitua- 
tion,  a  bill  which  has  engaged  a  great  deal  of  the  S^,   ^^ 
public  attention  w^as  brought  into  the  houfe  of  lords :  bj-cus-kt 
'^  T/je  dill  for  making  more  effedual  promfioyi  for  the  jn. 
^^  f>rovince  of  9ueb€c  in  Nor  it  America. 

The 
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The  principle  objeds  of  this  bill,  were  to-afcer- 
tain  the  limits  of  that  province,  which  were  cxtend- 
^     ed  far  beyond  what  had  been  fettled  as  fuch  by  the 
of  this       King's  proclamation  of  1763.     To  form  a  legifla- 
blll.  tive  council  for  all  the  affairs  of  that  province,  ex- 

cept taxation,  which  council  Ihould  be  appointed  by 
the  crown,  the  office  to  be  held  during  pleafure  ; 
and  his  Majefty's  Canadian  Roman  catholic  fubjeds 
were  entitled  to  a  place  in  it.  To  eflablifh  the 
French  laws,  and  a  trial  without  jury,  in  civil 
cafes,  and  the  Englifh  laws,  with  a  trial  by  jury,  in 
criminal.  To  fecure  to  the  Roman  catholic  clergy, 
except  the  Regulars,  the  legal  enjoyment  of  their 
eflates,  and  of  their  tythes  from  all  who  are  of 
their  own  religion.  Thefe  were  the  chief  objects 
of  the  a6; ;  but  the  bill  received  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debates  (which  were  warm)  many  amendments, 
fo  as  to  change  it  very  greatly  from  the  ftate  in 
which  it  came  down  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords  \ 
Tunc  8th.  but  the  ground-work  remained  the  fame. — It  palfed 
without  a  dlvifion. 

The  fefTion  had  now  flretched  far  into  the  fum- 
mer.  The  bufmefs  of  it  had  been  of  as  much  im- 
portance as  that,  perhaps,  of  any  feilion  fmce  the 
revolution.  Great  changes  had  been  made  in  the 
oeconomy  of  fome  of  the  colonies,  which  were 
thought  foundations  for  changes  of  a  like  nature 
in^others ;  and  the  mod  fanguine  expectations  were 
entertained  by  the  miniftry,  that  when  parliament 
had  fhewn  fo  determined  a  refolution,  and  the  ad- 
vocates forthe  colonies  had  appeared  fo  very  little  able 
to  proted-  them,  the  fubmifiion  throughout  America 
would  be  immediate  ;  and  complete  obedience  and 
tranquillity  would  be  fecured  in  future.  The 
triumphs  and  -mutual  congratulations  of  all  wha 
fupported  thcfe  meafures  within  doors  and  without, 
—22(1  were  unufually  great.  The  fpeech  from  the  throne- 
at  the  end  of  the  feffion  exprefTcd  fimilar  fentiments* 
His  Majefty  told  the  parUament. 

"  That 
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"  That  he  had  obfervcd  with  the  utmoft  fatis-  •1774' 
fadion,  the  many  eminent  proofs  they  had  given  of 
their  zealous  and  prudent  attention  to  the  pubUc, 
during  the  courfe  of  this  very  interefling  fellion  of 
parhament.'*  Then,  after  mentioning  with  ap- 
plaufe  their  proceedings  relative  to  the  gold  coin, 
*'  That  the  bill  which  they  had  prepared  for  the 
government  of  Quebec,  and  to  which  he  had  then 
given  his  aflent,  was  founded  on  the  clearefl  prin- 
ciples of  juftice  and  humanity ;  and  would,  he 
doubted  not,  have  the  beft  effects  in  quieting  the 
minds  and  promoting  the  happinefs  of  his  Canadian 
fubje£ts.  That  he  had  long  feen  wiih  concern  a 
dangerous  fpirit  of  refiftance  to  his  government 
and  the  execution  of  the  laws  prevailing  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Mafiachufett's  Bay.  It  proceeded  at  length 
to  fuch  an  extremity,  as  to  render  their  immediate in- 
terpolition  neceflary,  and  they  had  accordingly  made 
provifion  as  well  for  the  fuppreilion  of  the  prefent 
diforders,  as  for  the  prevention  of  the  like  in  fu- 
ture." And  concludes,  "  With  recommending 
the  fame  zeal  for  the  public  welfare,  which  had  dif- 
tinguifhed  all  their  proceedings  in  this  fellion  of 
parliament." 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Vie'W   oj^  affairs    in  the  Colonies,     in  the  year    i']']^  ;  JJ:e'wing 
the  general  cffei^  and  operation  of  the  late  la-ius,  i^c. 

^77 A*  T^  HE  penal  laws,  which  we  faw  paiTed,  in  the 
^^^^r>u  j|[  laft  feflion  of  the  lafl  parUament,  relative  to 
the  colony  of  Maifachufett's  Bay,  and  which  were 
General  intended  to  operate  both  as  a  chaflifcment  for  paft, 
the  late  ^^^^  ^  preventative  of  future  mifdemeanours  in  that 
laws.  province,  were  unfortunately  productive  of  effedis 
very  different  from  thofe  which  the  fanguine  pro- 
moters of  thofe  bills  had  hoped,  and  which  admini- 
ftration  had  held  out  to  the  nation.  Other  pur- 
pofes  were  expelled  from  them  befides  punifhment 
and  prevention.  It  was  expected,  that  the  diutting 
up  of  the  port  of  Bofton  would  have  been  naturally 
a  gratification  to  the  neighbouring  towns,  from  the 
great  benefits  which  would  accrue  to  them,  by  the 
fplitting  and  removing  its  commerce  ;  arid  that  this 
would  prove  a  fruitful  fource  of  jealoufy  and  dif- 
union  within  the  province.  It  was  alfo  thought, 
that  the  particular  punifliment  of  that  province 
would  not  only  operate  as  an  example  of  terror  to 
the  other  colonies,  but  that  from  the  felfilhnefs  and 
malignity  incident  to  mankind,  as  well  as  from  their 
common  jealoufies,  they  would  quietly  refign  it  to 
its  fate,  and  enjoy  with  pleafure  any  benefits  they 
could  derive  from  its  misfortunes.  Thus  it  was 
hoped,  that  befides  their  direct  operation,  thefe 
bills  would  eventually  prove  a  means  of  diffolving 
that  band  of  union,  which  feemed  of  late  too 
much  to  prevail  amongff  the  colonies. 

The  acl  called  the  Military  Bill,  whi^h  accom- 
panied thefe  laws,  and  which  was  formed  to  fup« 
port  and  encourage  the  foldiery  in  beating  down 
all  polTible  refiflance  to  the  other  act,  it  was  imagin- 
ed, would  compleat  the  defign,  and  bring  the  colo- 
nies 
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nies  to  a  perfect  fubmifTion.  In  confidence  of  the  1774. 
perfection  of  this  plan  of  terrors,  punifhments  and  ^^-^^'^-^ 
regulations,  and  of  the  large  force  by  fea  and  land 
(as  it  was  then  thought)  which  was  fent  to  flrengthen 
the  hands  of  government,  adminiltration  repofed 
in  the^nofl  perfed:  fecurity ;  and  ended  the  feilion 
in  the  mod  triumphant  manner,  and  with  the  mu- 
tual congratulations  of  all  concerned  in  thofe  adls, 
which  we  have  defcribed  in  our  3d  chapter. 

The  event,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  was  however  very 
different.  The  neighbouring  tov/ns  difdained  every 
idea  of  profiting  in  any  degree  by  the  misfortunes 
of  their  friends  in  Boflon.  The  people  of  the  pro- 
vince, inftead  of  being  fnaken  by  the  coercive  means 
which  were  ufed  for  their  fubjugation,  joined  the 
more  firmly  together  to  brave  the  ftorm  ;  and  feeing 
that  their  ancient  conflitution  was  deftroyed,  and 
that  it  was  determined  to  deprive  them  of  thofe 
rights,  which  they  had  ever  been  taught  to  revere, 
as  facred,  and  to  deem  more  valuable  than  life  itfelf, 
they  determined  at  all  events  to  preferve  them,  or 
to  perilh  in  the  common  ruin.  In  the  fame  manner, 
the  other  colonies,  inllead  of  abandoning,  clung  the 
clofer  to  their  devoted  fifter  as  the  danger  increafed ; 
and  their  affection  and  fympathy  feemed  to  rife  in. 
proportion  to  her  misfortunes  and  fufferings. 

In  a  word,  thefe  bills,  (as  had  been  too  truly  fore- 
told by  their  oppofers  at  home)  inftead  of  anfwering 
the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  intended,  fpread 
a  general  alarm  from  one  end  to  the  other  6f  the 
continent,  and  became  the  cement  of  a  ftri£l  and. 
clofe  union  between  all  the  old  colonies.  They 
faid  it  was  now  vifible,  that  charters,  grants,  and 
eftabliftied  ufages,  were  no  longer  a  prote£lion  or. 
defence ;  that  all  rights,  immunities,  and  civil  fe- 
curities,  muft  vaniOi  at  the  breath  of  an  a6l  of  par-- 
liament.  They  were  all  fenfible,  that  they  had 
been  guilty,  in  a  greater  or  leffer  degree,  of  thofe 
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unpardonable  fins  which  had  drawn  down  fire  upon 
Bofton  ;  they  believed,  that  vengeance,  tho'  de- 
layed, was  not  remitted ;  and  that  all  the  mercyj 
the  mofl  favoured  or  the  Icail  culpable  could  ex- 
pert, was  to  be  the  lad  that  would  be  devoured. 

In  the  laft  feflion,  the  mlnifler  had  announced  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  appointment  of  General 
Gage  to  the  government  of  the  province  of  MaiTa- 
chufet's  Bay,  and  to  the  command  in  chief  of  the 
army  in  North  America.  As  this  gentleman  had 
borne  feveral  commands  with  reputation  in  that  part 
of  the  world ;  had  lived  many  years  there,  and  had 
fufficient  opportunities  of  acquiring  a  thorough 
knov/ledge  of  the  people,  and  was  befides  well  ap- 
proved of  by  them,  great  hopes  were  formed  of  the 
happy  effects  which  would  have  refulted  from  his 
adminiftration  ;  and  it  is  little  to  be  doubted,  if  his 
appointment  had  been  at  a  happier  time,  and  his 
government  free  from  the  neceflity  of  enforcing 
meafures  which  were  generally  odious  to  the  peo- 
ple, but  thefe  expcdations  would  have  been  an- 
fwered. 

The  jealoufy  and  ill  blood  between  the  governors^ 
and  governed  in  the  province  of  Maflachufet's  Bay, 
which  we  in  the  preceding  chapter  have  taken  no- 
tice of,  had  ever  fmce  continued.  The  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  had  prefented  a  petition  and  remon- 
Impeach-  ftrance  to  the  Governor,  early  in  the  fpring,  for 
ment  of  the  removal  of  Peter  Oliver,  Efq;  Chief  Juftice  of 
Mr.  Oh-  ^\-^^  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  from  his  office ; 
this  requeil  not  being  complied  with,  they  exhi^ 
bited  articles  of  im.peachment  againfl  him,  of  high 
crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  in  their  own  name  and 
that  of  the  province,  which  they  carried  up  to  the 
Council-board,  and  gave  the  governor  notice  to 
attend  as  judge  upon  the  trial.  The  charge  againil: 
the  Chief  Juiiice  was,  the  betraying  of  his  truft, 
and  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the  province,  by 
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accepting  a  falary  from  the  crown,  in  confideration 
of  his  official  fervices,  inflead  of  the  cuftomary 
grant  from  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  The  refo- 
lution  for  carrying  up  this  impeachment  was  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  92  to  8  ;  from  whence  fome 
judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  general  temper  of 
the  province,  and  their  unanimity,  even  in  this 
ftrong  and  extraordinary  meafure* 

The  Governor  refufed  to  receive  the.  articles,  AfTembly 
and  totally  difclaimed  all  authority  in  himfelf  and  '^,^  MaiTa^ 
the  Council  to  aft  as  a  judicatory,  for  the  trial  of  g^y ^jf, 
any  crimes  or  mifdemeanors  whatever.    The  Houfe  fgived. 
of  Reprefentatives,  far  from  giving  up  the  matter, 
only  changed  their  mode  of  attack  ;  and  the  Gover- 
nor finding  that  they  v/ould  perfift  in  a  profecution 
under  fome  form  or  other,   and  that  every  new 
attempt  would  only  ferve  to  involve  things  in  flill 
greater  difficulty,  or  at  leafl  to  increafe  the  animofity, 
thought  it  neceifary,  at  the  concluhon  of  the  month, 
of  March,  to  difTolve  the  Aflembly. 

Such  was  the  f^ate  of  thing?  in  the  province  of  M^y  13, 
Malfachufet's  Bay,  when  Gen.  Gage  arrived  in  his    i774- 
government.     The  hopes    that    might   have  been  general 
formed  upon  a  change  of  adminillration,  and  the  ^[^,f^^^' 
joy  that  generally  attends  the  coming  of  a  new  Boiloe. 
Governor,   were,  however,  nipped  in  the  bud,  by 
the  arrival  jufl  before  of  a  fhip  from  London,  which 
brought  a  copy  of  the  Boflon  Port  Bill ;  and  a  Town 
Meeting  w^as  fitting  to  confider  of  it,  at  the  very  Great 
time  he  arrived  in  the  harbour.     As  this  fatal  news  confter- 
was  totally  unexpefted,  the  confhernation  which  it  nation  ou 
caufed  among  all  orders  of  people  was  inexpreilible.  [f  ^^11  ^^ 
The  firfl  meafur^  was  the  holding  of  the  Town-  ^^^1  port 
Meeting  we  have  mentioned,  at  vvhich  refolutions  bill.    - 
were  paifed,  and  ordered  to  be  immediately  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  other  colonies,  inviting  them  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  to  flop  all  imports  and  exports  to 
snd  from  Gr^at-Britain  and  Ireland,  and  everv  part 

of 
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1774.  of  the  Weft-Indies,  uxitil  the  act  was  repealed,  as 
v-'^v-^^  the  only  means  (they  faid)  that  were  left  for  the 
falvation  of  North  America  and  her  liberties.  They 
befides  expatiated  on  the  impolicy,  injuftice,  inhu- 
manity, and  cruelty  of  the  a£l,  and  appealed  from 
it  to  God  and  the  world. 

In  the  mean  time,  copies  of  the  a£l  were  mul- 
tiplied with  incredible  expedition,  and  difpatched 
to  every  part  of  the  continent  with  celerity,  ^'hefe 
had  the  efFeft  which  the  poets  afcribe  to  the  Furies' 
torch  ,  they  fet  the  countries  in  a  flame  through 
which  they  palTed.  At  Bofton  and  New  York,  the 
populace  had  copies  of  the  bill  printed  upon  mourn-- 
ing  paper  with  a  black  border,  which  they  cried 
,  about  the  ftreets  under  the  title  of  a  barbarous, 
cruel^  bloody,  and  inhuman  murder.  In  other 
places,  great  bodies  of  the  people  were  called  toge- 
ther by  public  advertifement,  and  the  obnoxious 
law  burned  with  great  folemnity. 

There  was,  however,  a  very  fiirprifing  mixture 
of  fobriety  with  this  fury ;  and  a  degree  of  mode- 
ration was  blended  with  the  excefs  into  which  the 
people  were  hurried. 

This  extraordinary  combuflion  in  the  minds  of 
all  ranks  of  the  people  did  not  prevent  the  Gover- 
nor's   being  received   with  the   ufual  honours    at 
New  Af-  Bolton.     The  new  AiTembly  of  the  province  met  of 
fembly      cDurfe  a  few  days  after,  the  Council,  for  the  laft 
meet  at     time,  being  chofen  according  to  their  charter.    The 
j'"^"'     Governor  at  their  meetino:  laid  nothin<r  more  before 

and  are         ,  -  .  o^d 

adjourn-  them  than  the  common  Dufinefs  or  the  provmce ; 
ed  .J  .t)a  but  gave  them  notice  of  their  rem.oval  to  the  tovm 
1cm.  of  Salem,  on  the  hrft  of  June,  in  purfuance  of  the 

late  acl  of  parliament.  The  AiTem.bly,  to  evade 
this  meafure,  v/ere  hurrying  through  the  neceflary 
bufmefs  of  the  fupplies  with  the  greateft  expedition, 
that  they  might  then  adjourn  themfelves  to  fuch 

time 
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time  as  they  thought  proper  ;  but  the  Governor 
having  obtained  fome  intelligence  of  their  intention, 
adjourned  them  unexpededly  to  the  7th  of  June, 
then  to  meet  at  Salem.  Previous  to  this  adjourn- 
ment, they  had  prefented  a  petition  to  the  Gover- 
nor, for  appointing  a  day  of  general  prayer  and 
failing,  v/hich  he  did  not  think  proper  to  comply  with. 

In  the  mean  time.  Provincial  or  Town-meetings  ,,     • 

'  •  •  .  Jl  rovin— 

were  held  in  every  part  of  the  continent ;  m  which,  ^,-^|  ^^^ 
thp'  fom.e  were  much  more  temperate  than  ethers,  town 
they  all  concurred  in  expreinng  the  greatefl  difap-  meetings, 
probation  of  the    meafures    which  were   purfued 
againfl  Boflon,  an  abhorrence  of  the  new  aft,  and 
a  condemnation  of  the  principles  on  w^hich  it  was 
founded,  with  a  refolution  to  oppofe  its  eifefts  in 
every  manner,   ancl  to  fupport  their   diflrelTed  bre- 
thren, who  vv'cre  to  be  the  immediate  vidims. 

The  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  of  the  province  of  Vir- 
ginia, appointed  the  iff  of  June,  the  day  on  which 
the  Bofton  Port  Bill  took  place,  to  be  fet  apart  for 
faffing,  prayer,  and  humiliation,  to  implore  the 
Divine  interpofition,  to  avert  the  heavy  calamity 
which  threatened  deftrudlion  to  their  civil  rights, 
with  the  evils  of  a  civil  war  ;  and  to  give  one  heart 
and  one  mind  to  the  people,  firmly  to  oppofe  every 
injury  to  the  American  rights.  This  example  was 
either  followed,  or  a  fimilar  refolution  adopted, 
almofi:  every  where,  and  the  firft  of  June  became  a 
general  day  of  prayer  and  humiliation  throughout 
the  continent. 

This  meafurc,  however,  procured  the  immediate  ^r^^i^i 
diflblution  of  the  AiTembly  of  Virginia  ;  but  before  'oi^V^l 
their  feparation,  an  affociation  was  entered  into  and  nkdlifjl- 
figned   by  89  of  the  members,  in  which  they  de-  "^^^^ 
clared,  that  an  attack  made  upon  one  colony,  to 
compel  fubmifTion  to  arbitrary  taxes,  was  an  attack 
on  all  Britifh  America,  ^nd  threatened  ruin  to  the 

rights 
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?774.  rights  of  all,  unlefs  the  united  wifdom  of  the  whole- 
^"^"^^^^"^  was  applied  in  prevention.  They  therefore  recom- 
mended to  the  committee  of  correfpondence,  to 
communicate  with  the  feveral  committees  of  the 
other  provinces,  on  the  expediency  of  appointing 
deputies  from  the  different  colonies,  to  meet  an- 
nually in  General  Congrefs,  and  to  deliberate  on 
thofe  general  meafures,  whiqh  the  united  inter  efts 
of  America  might,  from  time  to  time,  render  necef* 
fary.  They  concluded  with  a  declaration,  that 
a  tender  regard  for  the  interefts  of.  their  fellow- 
fubjefts  the  merchants  and  manufadurers  cf  Great- 
Britain,  prevented  them  from  going  further  at  that 
time. 

At  Philadelphia,  about  300  of  the  inhabitants 
Piiiladelr  immediately  met,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
phia.  write  to  the  town  of  Bofton.  Their  letter  was  tem- 
perate, but  firm.  They  acknowledged  the  difficulty 
of  offering  advice  upon  that  fad  occafion  ;  wifhed 
firft  to  have  the  fenfe  of  the  province  in  general ;; 
obferved  that  all  lenient  applications  for  obtaining 
redrefs  fliould  be  tried  befors  recourfe  was  had  ta 
extremities ;  that  it  might  perhaps  be  right  to  take 
the  fenfe  of  a  General  Congrefs,  before  the  defpe* 
rate  meafure  of  putting  an  entire  ftop  to  commerce 
was  adopted  ;  and  that  it  might  be  right,  at  any 
rate,  to  referve  that  meafure  as  the  lalt  refource, 
when  all  other  means  had  failed.  They  obferved, 
that  if  the  making  of  reftitution  to  the  Eaft  India 
Company  for  their  teas,  would  put  an  end  to  the 
unhappy  controverfy,  and  leave  the  people  of  Bofton 
'  ^  upon  their  ancient  footing  of  conftitutional  liberty, 

it  could  not  admit  of  a  moment's  doubt  what  part 
they  iliould  ad: ;  but  it  was  not  the  value  of  the  tea, 
it  was  the  indefeafible  right  of  giving  and  granting 
their  own  money,  a  right  from  which  they  could 
never  recede,  that  was  now  the  matter  in  coniide- 
ration, 

A  Town* 
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A  Town-meeting  was  alio  held  at  New-York,  and    1 774* 
a  committee  of  correipondence  appointed  ;  but  they   ^^--^^^^^ 
were  as  yet,  in  general,  very  temperate  in  their  ^p_^. 
conduft  ;  and  Government  had  a  much  itronger  York* 
intereft  in  that  colony  than  in  any  other.     The  cafe 
was  far  different  at  Annapolis  in  Mai*)4and,  where 
the  people  of  that  city,  though  under  a  proprietary 
sovernment,  exceeded  the  other  colonies  in  the  vio- 
lence of  their  refolutions ;  one  of  which  was  to  pre- 
vent the  carrying,  on  of  any  fuits  in  the  courts  of 
the  province  for  the  debts  which  were  owing  froni 
them  in  Great -Britain*     This  refolution,    howeverj^ 
was  neither  adopted  nor  confirmed  by  the  Provin- 
cial meeting  w^iich  was  held  foon  after  5  nor  was  it 
any  where  carried  into  practice* 

In  general,  as  might  have  been  expected  in  fucli 
great  commercial  countries,  the  prOpoial  for  fhutting 
up  the  ports  (former  refolutions  of  this  kind  paving 
been  much  abufed  for  the  private  gain  of  indivi- 
duals) \vas  received  with  great  ferioufnefs,  hefita- 
tion,  and  coldnefs ;  and  confidered  as  the  laft  def- 
perate  refort,  when  all  other  means  of  redrefs  fliould 
fail.  In  other  refpeds,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  news 
from  Boflon,  moderation  was  little  thought  of  any 
where,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  people  was  nearly 
fimilar  in  all  places.  At  the  numberlefs  public 
meetings  which  were  held  upon  that  occafion, 
throughout  the  continent,  they  paffed  every  refolu- 
tion, and  adopted  every  meafure  they  could  for  the 
prefent  think  of,  to  fliew  their  utmoil  deteilation  of 
the  Boflon  Port  Bill,  and  to  exprefs  their  determi- 
nation of  oppofing  its  eifed:s  in  every poflibk  manner. 

In  this  (late  of  general  difratisfa6lior%  complaint,  Aduref^ 
and  oppofition.   General  Gage  had  the  temporary  from  gen- 
fatisfadtion  of  receiving   an  addrefs  of  congratula-  tlemen, 
tion,  figned  by  127  gentlemen,  merchants  and  inha-  S^k     . 
bitants  of  Bofton,  who  were  either  the  beft  addict-  ^i^^  „g'^. 
cd  to  government,  the  moil  moderate,  or  to  whom  governor, 
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the  prefent  meafures  feemed  the  leafl  obnoxious. 
Befides  the  compliments  cultomary  upon  thefe  occa- 
lions,  a  declaration  of  the  ilrong  hopes  which  they 
had  founded  upon  the  General's  pubhc  and  private 
character,  and  a  difavowal,  as  to  themfeives,  of  all 
lawlefs  violences,  they  lamented,  that  a  difcretion- 
ary  power  was  not  lodged  in  his  hands,  to  reflore 
trade  to  its  former  courfe,  immediately,  upon  the 
terms  of  the  late  lav/  being  fully  complied  with  ; 
and  (hewed,  that  as  the  a6l  flood  at  prefent,  not- 
v/ithftanding  the  moil  immediate  compliance,  fo 
much  time  v;ould  be  loft,  before  his  favourable  ac- 
count of  their  condud  could  reach  the  King  and 
Council,  and  produce  the  wifhed  for  efFed,  as  would 
involve  them  in  unfpeakable  mifery,  and  they  feared 
in  total  ruin. 


Addrefs 
from  the 
council 
rcjeded. 


A  few  days  after,  an  addrefs  from  the  Council 
was  prefented  to  the  Governor,  which  contained 
fome  very  fevere  refieclions  on  his  two  immediate 
predeceffors,  to  whofe  machinations,  both  in  concert 
and  a  part,  that  body  attributed  the  origin  and  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difunion  between  Great-Britain  and 
her  colonies,  and  all  the  calamities  that  afilided 
that  province.  They  declared,  that  the  people 
claimed  no  more  than  the  rights  of  Englillimen, 
without  diminution  or  abridgment ;  and  thefe,  as 
it  was  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  that  board,  fo  it 
Ihould  be  their  conftant  endeavour  to  maintain,  to 
the  utmoft  of  their  power,  in  perfe6l  confiflence, 
however,  with  the  trueft  loyalty  to  the  crown,  the 
juft  prerogatives  of  which  they  would  ever  be  zeal- 
ous to  fupport. 

This  addrefs  was  rejected  by  the  Governor,  who 
would  not  fuffer  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
proceed  any  further,  when  he  had  read  the  part 
which  reflected  on  his  prcdeceiTors.  He  afterwards 
returned  an  anfwer  to  the  Council  in  writing,  in 
which  he  informed  them,  that  he  could  not  receive 

an 
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an  addrefs  which  contained  indecent  refledions  on  1774. 
his  predecefTors,  who  had  been  tried  and  honour-  ^^--^v-s^ 
ably  acquitted  by  the  Privy  Council,  and  their  con- 
dud:  approved  by  the  King.  That  he  confidered 
the  addrefs  as  an  infult  upon  his  Majeily,  and  the 
Lords  of  his  Privy  Council,  and  an  aifront  to  him- 
feif. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  upon  their  meet-  Tranfac- 
ing  at  Salem,  paiTed  a  refolution,  in  which  they  de-  ^^'°"=^  ^^ 
clared  the  expediency  of  a  general  meeting  of  com-     r^ 
mittees  from  the  feveral  colonies,  and  fpecified  the  fenta?'^^" 
purpofes   which   rendered    fuch   meeting  neceflary.  tlves  at 
By  another  they  appointed  five  gentlemen,  of  thofe  Salem. 
who  had  been  moft  remarkable  in  oppofition,  as  a 
committee  to  reprefent    that  province.     And  by  a 
third,  they  voted  the  fum  of  500I.  to  the  faid  com.- 
mittee,  to  enable  them  to  difcharge  the  important 
truft  to  which  they  were  appointed. 

As  neither  this  appointment,  nor  difpofal  of  the 
public  money,  could  be  at  all  agreeable  to  the  Go- 
vernor, he  accordingly  refufed  his  concurrence  to 
the  latter  ;  upon  which  the  alTembly  pafled  a  refo- 
lution, to  recommend  to  the  feveral  towns  and  dif- 
tri£ts  within  the  province,  to  raife  the  faid  500I.  by 
equitable  proportions,  according  to  the  laft  provin- 
cial tax.  A  recommendation,  which,  at  prefcnt, 
had  all  the  force  of  a  law. 

The  Affembly  forefeeing  that  their  diffolution  was 
at  hand,  were  determined  to  give  the  people  a  pub- 
lic teftimony  of  their  opinions,  and  under  the  title 
of  recommendations  to  prefcribe  rules  for  their  con- 
duel,  which  they  knew  would  be  more  pun£lually 
complied  with,  than  the  pofitive  injunctions  of  laws. 
They  accordingly  paiTed  a  declaratory  refolution, 
exprefiive  of  their  fenfe  of  the  (late  of  public  affairs, 
and  of  the  defigns  of  government,  in  which  they 
advanced,  that  they,  vvith  the  other  American  co- 

S  lonies. 
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1774.  lonies,  had  long  been  flruggling  under  the  heavy 
^^^'^^tkJ  hand  of  power ;  and  that  their  dutiful  petitions  for 
the  redrefs  of  intolerable  grievances  had  not  only 
been  difregarded,  but  that  the  defign  totally  to  al- 
ter the  free  conflitution  and  civil  government  in 
Britilh  America,  to  eflablifli  arbitrary  governments, 
and  to  reduce  the  inhabitants  to  Haver y,  appeared 
more  and  more  to  be  fixed  and  determined.  They 
then  recommended  in  the  flrongeft  terms  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province,  totally  to  renounce  the 
confumption  of  India  teas,  and, .  as  far  as  in  them 
lay,  to  difcontinue  the  ufe  of  all  goods  imported 
from  the  Eaft-Indies  and  Great-Britain,  until  the 
public  grievances  of  America  ihould  be  radically 
and  totally  redrefled.  And  the  more  fully  to  carry 
this  effential  purpofe  into  effect,  it  was  ftrongly  re- 
commended, that  they  Ihould  give  every  polfible 
encouragement  to  the  manufadures  of  America. 

Though  the  committee,  that  was  appointed  to 
conduct  this  bufmefs,  endeavoured  to  carry  it  on 
with  the  greateft  privacy,  the  Governor,  notwith- 
(landing,  obtained  fome  inteUigence  of  it,  and  on 
the  very  day  upon  which  they  made  their  report, 
he  fent  his  Secretary  to  pronounce  their  immediate 
diflolution.  The  Secretary,  upon  his  arrival,  find- 
ing the  door  locked,  fent  the  Houfe-meffcnger  to 
acquaint  the  Speaker,  that  he  had  a  meffage  from 
the  Governor,  and  dehred  admittance  to  deliver  it* 
The  Speaker,  in  fome  time,  returned  for  anfwer, 
that  he  had  acquainted  the  Houfe  with  the  meffage, 
which  he  had  received,  and  that  their  orders  were 
to  keep  the  door  faff.  Upon  this  refufal  of  admit- 
tance the  Secretary  caufed  proclamation  to  be  made 
The  af-  upon  the  ftairs,  of  the  diffolution  of  the  General 
fembly  Affcmbly.  Such  was  the  iffue  of  the  final  conteft 
dilTolveJ.  between  the  Governor  of  Maffachufett's  Bay,  and 
the  lail:  Affembly  which  was  holden  in  that  province, 
upon  the  principles  of  its  charter. 
.  The 


Chap.  IV.         Civil  V/ar  in  AMERICA.  [131 

The  day  after  the  diffolution  of  the  AfTembly,  a    1 774. 
mod  pathetic,  but  at  the  fame  time  firm  and  manly   ^/^^^^^ 
addrefs,  was  prefented  from  the  merchants  and  free-  ^j^^efs 
holders  of  the   town  of  Salem  to  the  Governor,  from  the 
We  cannot  forget,  that  this  towm  was  now  become  town  of 
the  temporary  capital  of  the  province,  in  the  place  Salem, 
of  Boflon ;    and  that  the  General  AiTembly,  the 
Courts  of  Juftice,  the  Cuflom-houfe,  and,  fo  far  as 
it  could  be  done  by  power,  the  trade  of  that  were 
removed  thither  ;  fo  that  they  were  already  in  pof- 
feffion  of  a  principal  fhare  of  thofe  fpoils,  which  it 
was  fuppofed  would  have  eiFeclually  influenced  the 
conduct  of  that  people,  and  thereby  have  bred  fuch 
incurable  envy,  jealoufy  and  animofity,  between  the 
gainers  and  fuiferers,  that  the  refradory  capital  find- 
ing herfelf  abandoned,  and  being  left  alone  to  ru- 
minate upon  her  forlorn  fituatron,  w^ould  foon  be 
reclaimed,  and  brought  to  as  full  a  fenfe  of  her  duty, 
as  of  her  punilhment. 

Whether  this  opinion  was  founded  upon  a  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  human  nature  in  general,  or 
took  its  rife  from  particular  inflances,  which  wxre 
extended  in  fpeculation  to  the  whole,  may  perhaps, 
in  a  certain  degree,  be  determined  from  the  follow- 
ing generous  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  Salem. 
They  fay,  "  We  are  deeply  afflided  with  a  fenfe  of 
cur  public  calamities  ;  but  the  miferies  that  are  now 
rapidly  haftening  on  our  brethren  in  the  capital  of 
the  province,  greatly  excite  our  commiferation ; 
and  we  hope  your  Excellency  will  ufe  your  endea- 
vours to  prevent  a  further  accumulation  of  evils  on 
that  already  forely  diilrelTed  people.'* — "  By  iliut- 
ting  up  the  port  of  Bod  on  ^  fome  imagine  that  the 
courfe  of  trade  may  be  turned  hither,  and  to  our 
benefit ;  but  nature,  in  the  formation  of  our  har- 
bour, forbids  our  becoming  rivals  in  com.merce  with 
that  convenient  mart.  And  were  it  otherwife,  we 
muil  be  dead  to  every  idea  of  jullice,  loft  to  all 
feelings  of  humanity,  could  we  indulge  one  thought 
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1774.    to  feize  on  wealth,  and  raife  our  fortunes  on  the 
^^y'^^"^^   ruin  of  our  fuffering  neighbours/' 

This  whole  addrefs  is  remarkable  for  the  pro- 
priety with  which  it  is  conduced,  and  the  juilnefs 
of  its  fentiments.  -  They  treat  the  governor  with  the 
highefi:  refpect,  and  hope  much  from  his  general 
character,  as  well  as  from  his  conduct  in  a  former 
government ;  they  exprefs  the  ftrongeft  attachment 
to  the  mother  country,  the  decpefl  concern  for  the 
prefent  unhappy  troubles,  and  the  moil  fervent 
wiilies  for  a  fpeedy  and  happy  reconciliation,  to  ob- 
tain which,  they  are  willing  to  facrilice  every  thing, 
compatible  with  the  fafety  of  Britilh  fubjecls. 

The  general  had  formed  confiderable  hopes  upon 
the  condud:  of  the  merchants  ;  who  he  expected 
would  have  entered  into  the  fpirit  of  the  late  law, 
and  by  removing  their  commerce '  along  with  the 
Cuftom-houfe  to  Salem,  have  thereby  the  fooner 
induced  the  capital  to  the  compliances  which  were 
wdflied  by  government.  In  thefe  expectations  he~ 
was  difappointed.  It  is  probable,  that  the  mer- 
chants thought  it  fit  and  neceiTary  to  keep  fair  with 
government,  and  in  general  difapprovcd  of  all  vio- 
lences ;  but  it  feems  evident,  that  they  did  not 
enter  heartily  into  the  new  meafures.  It  feems  aifo 
probable,  that  he  believed  the  friends  of  the  fyflem 
of  government  now  adopted,  to  be  itronger  and  more 
num.erous  than  they  really  were.  An  experiment 
was  however  m.:\Ie,  which  fet  this  matter  in  a  clear 
light.  The  friends  of  government  attended  a  town- 
meeting  at  Boflon,  and  attempted  to  pafs  refolutions 
for  the  payment  of  the  tea,  and  for  dilTolving  the 
committee  of  correfpondence;  but  they  found  them- 
felves  loll  in  a  prodigious  majority ;  and  had  no 
other  refource,  than  the  drawing  up  of  a  protell 
againll  the  proceedings  of  that  aliembly. 

In 
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In  the   mean  time,  rough-draughts  of  the  two    1774. 
remaining  bills  relative  to  the  province  of  MalTa-   v^-'^vv^ 
ehufett's  Bay,  as  well  as  of  that  for  quartering  the 
troops  in  America,  all  of  which  were  in  agitation 
in  England,  at  the  time  that  the   lafl  fhips  failed 
from,  thence,  were  received,  and  immediately  circu- 
lated throughout  the  continent.     The  knowledge  General 
of  thefe  bills,   tilled  up  whatever  was  wanting  be-  temper 
fore,  of  violence  and  indignation  in  mofl  of  the  ^°^  ^1^* 
colonies.    Even  thofe  who  were  moderate,  or  feem-  P°^^^^°" 
ed  wavering,  now  became  fanguine.     The  idea  of  people 
Ihutting  up  the  ports,  became  common  language,  through- 
and  to  be  confidered  as  a  matter  of  neceffity.    No-  out  the 
thing  was  to  be  heard  of  but  meetings  and  refolu-  continent 
tions.    Liberal  contributions  for  the  relief  of  their 
diflrefled  brethren  in  Bofton,   were   every  where 
recommended,    and  foon   reduced  into    pradlice. 
Numberiefs  letters  were  written  from  towns,  dif- 
trids,   and  provinces,  to  the  people  of  Bofton,  in 
which,   belides  every  exprellion  of  fympathy  and 
tendernefs,  they  were  highly  flattered  for  their  palt 
condutl,   and  ftrongly  exhorted  to  a  perfeverance 
in  that  virtue,  which  brought  on  their  fulFerings. 

The  people  of  America  at  this  tim.e,  with  refped 
to  political  opinions,  might  in  general  be  divided 
into  two  great  clafles.  Of  thefe,  one  was  for  rulh- 
ing  headlong  into  the  greateft  extremities  ;  they 
would  put  an  immediate  ftop  to  trade,  without 
waiting  till  other  meafures  were  tried,  or  receiving 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  colonies  upon  a  fubjedt  of 
Tuch  alarming  importance  ;  and  though  they  were 
eager  for  the  holding  of  a  congrefs,  they  would 
leave  it  nothing  to  do,  but  to  profecute  the  vio- 
lences which  they  had  begun.  The  other,  if  lefs 
numerous,  was  not  lefs  refpedable,  and  though  m^ore' 
moderate,  were  perhaps  equally  firm.  Thefe  were 
averfe  to  any  violent  meafures  being  adopted  until 
all  means  were  ineifedually  tried  ;  they  wilhed  fur- 
ther apphcations  tc  be  made  to  Great  Britain  ;  and 

the 
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1774.  the  grievances  they  complained  of,  with  the  rights 
^'^^'^^^  which  they  claimed,  to  be  clearly  Hated,  and  pro- 
perly prefented.  This,  they  faid,  could  only  be 
done  efteclually  by  a  general  congrefs,  as  in  any 
other  manner  it  might  be  liable  to  the  obje£lion  of 
being  only  the  a6t  of  a  few  men,  or  of  a  particu- 
lar colony.  We,  however,  acknowledge  a  third 
party,  which  were  the  friends  to  the  adminftration 
in  England,  or  more  properly,  thofe  who  did  not 
totally  difapprove  of  its  meafures  ;  but  their  ilill 
fmail  voice  was  fo  low,  that  except  in  a  few  parti- 
cular places,  it  could  fcarcely  be  diflinguifhed. 

The  more  violent,  who  had  not  patience  to  wait 
for  the  refuk  of  a  Gongrefs,  entered  into  other  mea- 
fures.    An  agreement  was  framed  by  the  commit- 
tee of  Correfpondence  at  Boflon,  which  they  entitled 
Solemn     — "  cifolemn  league  and  covenant ^^^  wherein  the  fub- 
ieague       fcribers  bound  themfelves  in  the  mofl  folemn  man- 
and  cove-  j-^^j-^  ^j-^j  jj^-  ^q.  prefence  of  God,  to  fufpend  all 

commercial  intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  from 
the  lafl  day  of  the  enfuing  month  of  Augull,  until 
the  Boflon  Port-bill,  and  the  other  late  obnoxious 
laws  were  repealed,  and  the  colony  of  Mafl'achufett's 
Bay  fully  reliored  to  its  chartered  rights.  They 
alfo  bound  themfelves  in  the  fame  manner,  not  to 
confume,  or  to  purchafe  from  any  other,  any  goods 
whatever,  which  arrived  after  the  fpecified  time, 
and  to  break  of  all  commerce,  trade  and  dealings ^ 
with  any  who  did,  as  well  as  with  the  importers  of 
fuch  goods.  They  renounced  in  the  fame  manner, 
all  future  intercourfe  and  connexion  with  thofe  who 
fliould  refufe  to  fubfcribe  to  that  Covenant,  or  to 
bind  themfelves  by  fome  fnnilar  agreement,  with  the 
dangerous  penalty  annexed,  of  having  their  names 
publifhed  to  the  world. 

The  Covenant,  accompanied  v/ith  a  letter  from  the 
committee  at  Boflon,  was  circulated  with  the  ufual 
activity,  and  the  people,  not  only  in  the  New  Eng- 
land 
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land  governments,  but  in  the  other  provinces, 
entered  into  this  ncvv  league  with  the  greateft  eager- 
nefs.  It  leems,  however,  that  fimilar  agreements 
had  been  entered  into  about  the  fame  time,  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  continent,  and  without  any  previ- 
ous concert  with  each  other,  any  more  than  with 
thofe  at  Boilon. 

General  Gage  was  much  alarmed  at  this  proceed- 
ing ;  to  which    its  name,  as  v/ell  as  its  tendency,  - 
might  poifibly  contribute.     He  accordingly  publifh-  ^         ^' 
ed  a  llrone:  proclamation  ag-ainil  it,  in  v/hich  it  was  P^^^^- 
ftiled  an  unlawful,  hoflile,   and  traiterous  combma-     -^^^  -^^ 
tion,   contrary  to  the  allegiance  due  to  the  King, 
deftruclive   of  the  lawful  authority  of  the   Britilh 
parliament,  and  of  the  peace,  good  order,  and  fafety 
of    the    community.       All    perfons    were    warned 
againfl  incurring    the    pains  and  penalties  due  to 
fuch  aggravations  and  dangerous   offences,  and  all 
magiftrates  charged   to  apprehend  and  fecure  for   , 
trial,  fuch  as  Ihould  have  any  fhare  in  the  publifliing, 
fubfcribing,    aiding,    or  abetting  the  foregoing,  or 
any  fimilar  covenant. 

This  proclamation  had  no  other  effect  than  to 
exercifc  the  pens  and  the  judgment  of  thofe  who 
were  verfed  in  legal  knowledge,  by  endeavouring 
to  ftiew,  that  the  alibciation  did  not  come  within  any 
of  th£  treafon-laws,  and  that  the  charges  made  by  the 
governor,  were  confequently  erroneous,  unjuft,  and 
highly  injurious.  They  faid  he  had  affumed  a  power, 
which  the  conflitution  denied  even  to  the  fovereign, 
the  power  of  making  thofe  things  to  be  treafon, 
which  were  not  confxdered  as  fuch  by  the  laws ;  that 
the  people  had  a  right  to  auemble  to  confider  of 
their  common  grievances,  and  to  form  afTociations 
for  their  general  condud  towards  the  remedy  of 
thofe  grievances  ;  and  that  the  proclamation  was 
equally  arbitray,  odious,  and  illegal. 

Mea- 
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1774.        Meafures  were  now  every  where  taken  for   the 
v.^^'v^^   holding  of  a  general  cengrefs  \  and  Philadelphia, 
Meafures  from  the  convenience  of  its  fituation,  as  well  as  its 
relative      fecurity,  was  fixed  upon  as  the  place,  and  the  be- 
to  the       ginning  of  Sept.  the    time,  *  for  meeting.     Where 
?   ^"^     an  alTembly  happened  to  be  fitting,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
general      MafTachufctt's-Bay,  they  appointed  deputies   to  re- 
congrcfs.^  prefent  the  province  in  the  Congrefs.     But  as  this 
happened  to  be  the  cafe  in  very  few  inflances,   the 
general  method  was,  for  the  people  to  ele6l  their 
ufual  number  of  reprefentatives,  and  thefe,  at  a  gen- 
eral meeting,   chofe   deputies  among  themfelves  y 
the  number  of  which,   in  general,  bore  fome  pro- 
portion  to  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  pro- 
vince ;  two  being  the  leait,   and  feven  the  greatefl 
number,  that  reprefented  any  colony.     But   what- 
ever the  number  of  reprefentatives  were,  each  co- 
lony had  no  more  than  a  fingle  vote. 

Refolu-         -^^  thefe  county    and   provincial   meetings,    a 
tions  paf-  number  of  refolutions  were  conflantly  palfed,  among 
fed  in  dif-  which  a  declaration  that  the  Boflon  Port-ad  was 
ierent        opprefTive,  unjuft,  and  unconftitutional  in  its  prin- 
ciples, and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  America, 
was  always  among  the  foremoll.     At  Philadelphia, 
a  petition,  figned  by  near  900  freeholders,  was  pre- 
fented  to  Mr.  Penn,  the  Governor,  intreating  him 
to  call  a  general  aifembly  as  foon  as  poffible.    This 
y  .  requeft  being  refufed,  the  province  proceeded  to  the 

^^  ^  ^*  elcdion  of  deputies,  who  foon  after  met  at  Phila- 
delphia. As  the  refolutions  palled  at  this  meeting, 
carry  more  the  marks  of  cool  and  temperate  delibe- 
ration, as  well  as  of  affedion  to  the  mother  coun- 
try, than  thofc  of  many  others,  and  are.  at  the  fame 
time  equally  firm  in  the  determination  of  fupport- 
ing  what  they  thought  their  rights,  we  fliall  be  the 
more  particular  in  our  notice  of  them. 

They  fet  out  with  the  ftrongeft  profeliions  of 
duty  and  allegiance  to  the  Sovereign,  which  could 

be 
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be  well  devifed  ;  and  declare  their  abhorrence  of    1774. 


every  idea,  of  an  unconflitutional  independence 
on  the  parent  (late  ;  upon  which  account,  they 
fay,  that  they  view  the  late  differences  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonills,  with  the  deepefl 
diilrefs  and  anxiety  of  mind,  as  fruitlefs  to  her, 
grievous  to  them,  and  defbruftive  to  the  bed  in- 
terefts  of  both.  They  then,  after  exprefling  the 
moif  ardent  wiflies  for  a  refloration  of  the  former 
harmony,  declare  that  the  colonills  are  entitled  to 
the  fame  rights  and  liberties  within  the  colonies, 
that  the  fubjefts  born  in  England  are  within  that 
realm. 

They  reprobate,  in  the  fcrongefl  terms,  the  late 
bills  relative  to  the  province  of  Maifachufett's  Bav, 
and  declare,  that  they  confider  their  brethren  at 
Boilon,  as  fuffering  in  the  common  caufe  of  all  the 
colonies.  They  alio  declare,  the  abfolute  n^ceffity 
of  a  Congress,  to  confult  together,  and  to  form  a 
general  plan  of  condudl  to  be  obferved  by  all  the 
colonies,  for  the  purpofes  of  procuring  relief  for 
their  fuffering  brethren,  obtaining  redrefs  of  their 
general  grievances,  preventing  future  diffentions, 
firmly  eftablifliing  their  rights,  and  the  reftoration 
of  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies 
npon  a  conftitutional  foundation. 

They  acknowledge,  that  a  fufpenfion  of  the  com- 
merce of  that  large  trading  province  with  Great 
Britain,  would  greatly  diffrefs  multitudes  of  their 
induflrious  inhabitants  ;  but  declare  that  thev  are 
ready  to  offer  that  facrifice,  and  a  much  greater, 
for  the  prefervation  of  their  liberties  ;  that,  how- 
ever, in  regard  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  of  their  own  country,  and  in  hopes  that 
their  jufl  remonftrances  might  at  length  have  effect, 
it  was  their  earned:  defire,  that  the  Congrefs  fiiould 
firll  try  the  gentle  mode  of  ftating  their  grievances, 
and  >  making  a  firm  and    decent  claim  of  redrefs. 

T  They 


V-^y-s-^ 
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1774.  They  conclude  with  warning  dealers  not  to  raife 
^w.^'^v^N^'  the  price  of  their  merchandize  beyond  the  ufual 
rates,  on  account  of  any  refolutions  that  might  be 
taken  with  refpe£t  to  importation  ;  and  by  a  decla- 
ration, that,  that  province  would  break  off  all  deal- 
ing and  commercial  intercourfe  whatfoever,  with 
any  town,  city  or  colony  on  the  continent,  or  with 
any  individuals  in  them,  who  fhould  refufe,  decline, 
or  negle<^  to  adopt  and  carry  into  execution  fuch 
general  plan  as  lliould  be  agreed  upon  in  the  Con- 
grefs. 

Aug.  I  ft.  At  a  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  feveral  counties 
of  Virginia  at  Williamfburgh,  which  lalted  for  fix 
days,  befides  profeffions  of  allegiance  and  loyalty, 
of  regard  and  affection  for  their  fellow-fubjeds  in 
Great  Britain,  equally  flrongly  expreffed  with  thofe 
W'hich  we  have  mentioned,  and  feveral  refolutions 
in  common  with  the  other  colonies,  they  paffed 
others  which  were  peculiar,  and  confidering  the 
flate  and  circumllances  of  that  province,  with  its 
immediate  dependence  on  the  mother-country  for 
the  difpofal  of  its  only  flaple  commodity,  mufl  be 
confidered  very  deferving  of  attention,  becaufe 
ftrongly  indicating  the  true  fpirit  of  that  people. 

Among  thefe,  they  refolved  not  to  purchafe  any 
more  flavcs  from  Africa,  the  V/efl-Indies,  or  any 
other  place  ;  that  their  non-importation  agreement 
(which  had  been  early  entered  into)  fliould  take 
place  on  the  firft  of  the  following  November  ; — 
that  if  the  American  grievances  were  not  redreffcd 
by  the  loth  of  Auguit  1775,  they  would  export, 
after  that  time,  no  tobacco,  or  any  other  goods 
whatever,  to  Great-Britain  ;  and  to  render  this  laft 
refolution  the  more  effeclual,  they  flrongly  re- 
commended the  cultivation  of  fuch  articles  of  huf- 
bandry,  inffead  of  tobacco,  as  may  form  a  proper 
bafis  for  manufactures  of  all  forts  ;  and  particular- 
ly to  improve  the  breed  of  their  fheep,  to  multiply 

them. 
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them,  and  to  kill  as  few  of  them  as  polTible.  They 
alfo  refolved  to  declare  thofe  enemies  to  their  coun- 
try, who  fhouid  break  through  the  Non-importa- 
tion refolution.  The  people  of  of  Maryland,  the 
other  great  tobacco  colony,  were  not  behind  hand 
with  thofe  of  Virginia  in  their  determinations  ;  and 
the  two  Carolinas,  w^hofe  exiflence  feemed  to  de- 
pend upon  their  exportation,  were  by  no  means 
among  the  lead  violent. 

Thus  the  Bodon  Port-bill  and  its  companions, 
had  even  exceeded  the  prognoftications  of  their 
mod  violent  opponents.  They  had  railed  a  flame 
from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  continent  of 
America,  and  united  all  the  old  colonies  in  on*s^.^ 
common  caufe.  A  fnnilar  language  was  every 
where  held  ;  or  if  there  w^as  any  difference  in  the 
language,  the  meafures  that  were  adopted  v/ere 
every  where  directed  to  the  fame  object.  They  all 
agreed  in  the  main  points,  of  holding  a  Congrefs, 
of  not  fubmitting  to  the  payment  of  any  internal 
taxes,  that  were  not,  as  ufual,  impofed  by  their 
own  affembiies,  and  of  fufpending  all  commerce 
with  the  mother-country,  untill  the  American  grie- 
vances in  general,  and  thofe  of  MaiTachufett's 
Bay  in  particular,  were  fully  redreifed. 

The  people,  as  is  always  the  cafe,  were,  from 
circumflances  or  temper,  more  or  lefs  violent  in 
different  places  ;  but  the  refolution  as  to  the  great 
objed  of  debate,  the  point  of  taxation,  was  every 
where  the  fame,  and  the  mod  moderate,  even  at 
New-York,  feemed  determined  to  endure  any  evils, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  that.  At  Newport,  in  Rhode 
Ifland,  the  flame  burned  higher  than  in  fome  other 
places  ;  an  inflammatory  paper  was  there  publiihed, 
with  a  motto  in  capitals, — JOIN  or  DIE;" — in 
this  piece  the  date  of  Boiton  was  reprefented-  as  a 
iiege,  and  as  a  dired  and  hodile  invahon  of  all  the 
colonies  j  "  the  generals  of  defpotifm,  (it  fays)  are 

"^  now 
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now  drawing  the  lines  of  circumvallation  around 
our  bulwarks  o-f  liberty  ;  and  nothing  but  unity, 
"  relblution,  and  perfeverance  can  fave  ourfelves 
"  and  our  poilerity  from  what  is  worfe  than  death. 

What  rendered  this  flate  of  affairs  the  more  dan- 
js-erous,  was,  that  it  did  not  arife  from-  the  difcon- 
tent  of  a  turbulent  or  oppreiied  nobility,  where,  by 
bringing  over  a  few  of  the  leaders,  the  rell  mult 
follow  of  courfe,  or  perfifl  only  to  their  ruin  ;  nor 
did  it  depend  upon  the  refolut'on  or  perfeverance 
of  a  body  of  merchants  and  dealers,  where  every 
man,  habitually  fludious  of  his  immediate  intereft, 
would  tremble  at  the  thought  of  thofe  confequcnces, 
which  might  efientially  afFeft  it ;  and  v/here  a  few 
lucrative  jobs  or  contracts,  properly  applied,  would 
fplit  them  into  numberlefs  fadicns ;  on  the  con- 
trary, in  this  inftance,  the  great  force  of  the  oppo- 
iition  to  government,  confiiled  in  the  land-holders 
throughout  America.  The  Britifli  lands,  in  that 
vafl  continent,  are  generally  portioned  out  in  num- 
berlefs fmall  freeholds,  and  afford  that  mediocrity 
of  conditio-n  to  the  poffeffors,  -which  is  fufficient  to 
raife  flrong  bodies  and  vigorous. minds  ;  but  fel- 
dom  that  fuperabundance,  which  proves  fo  fatal  to 
both  in  old  and  refined  countries.  The  American 
fixeholders,  at  prefent,  are  nearly,  in  point  of  con- 
dition, what  the  Englifn  yeomen  were  of  old,  v/hen 
they  rendered  us  formidable  to  all  Europe,  and  our 
name  celebrated  throughout  the  world.  The  for- 
mer, fi'om  many  obvious  circumiiances,  are  more 
enthufiaftical  lovers  of  liberty,  than  even  our  yeo- 
mt:n  Vx^re.  Such  a  body  was  too  numerous  to  be 
bribed,  and  too  bold  to  be  defDifed  without  ^rc^it 
uaiiFer. 


In  this  untov/ard  flate  of  public  affairs,  General 
Gage  had  t.'ie  confolation  to  receive  a  congratula- 
tory .addrefs  from  the  Juflices  of  the  Peace  of  Ply- 
mouth 
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mouth  county,  afTcmbled  at  their  general  feiTions,    1774. 
in  which,  befides  the  cuftomary  compliments,  they   ^^^-^^ 
exprefled  great  concern  at  feeing  that  the  inhabi-  ;5^,ij;|j.^.fg 
tants  of  feme  towns,  influenced  by  certain  perfons,  from  the 
calling  themfelves  committees  of  correfpondence,  jufllces 
and  encouraged  by  fome,  whofe  bufmefs  it  was,  as  ^^  ^h- 
preachers  of  the  Gofpeh  to  inculcate  principles  of  "^°'^^V 
loyalty,    and  obedience  to  the  laws,    entermg  into 
a  league,   calculated   to  increafe  the  difpleafure  of 
the   fovereign,   to    exafperate  the  parent   country, 
and  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  fociety.     A  pro- 
tefl  was    alfo  paiTed   by  feveral   gentlemen   of  the 
county  of  Worceller,    againft  all  riotous  diforders, 
and  feditious  pradices.     Thefe  efiorts  had  however 
no  other  effect,   than  probably  to  lead  the  governor 
as  v/ell  as  adminiftration  into  an  erroneous  opinion, 
^s   to  the  ftrength   and   number  of  the   friends  of 
government  in  that  province. 

Though  liberal  contributions  were  raifed  in  the 
different  colonies  for  the  relief  of  the  fuffering  in- 
habitants of  Bofton  ;  yet  it  may  be  eafily  concei- 
ved, that  in  a  town,  containing  above  20,000  in- 
habitants, who  had  always  fubfiiled  by  commerce, 
and  the  feveral  trades  and  kinds  of  bufmefs  fubfer- 
vient  to  it,  and  where  the  maintenance  of  number- 
lefs  families  depend  merely  upon  locality,  the  cut- 
ting off  that  grand  fource  of  their  employment  and 
fubiiflence,  mud,  notwithfianding  any  temporary 
rehef,  occafion  great  and  numerous  diitrelTes.  Even 
the  rich  were  not  exempt  from  this  general  cala- 
mity, as  a  very  great  part  of  their  property  confided 
in  wharfs,  ware-houfes^  fneds,  and  all  thofe  numer- 
ous ereclicns,  which  are  dedined  to  the  purpofes 
of  commerce  in  a  great  trading  pert,  and  v/ere  no 
longer  of  any  value. 

They,  however,  bore   their  misfortunes  w^ith  a 
v/onderful  condancy,    and  met  wdth  a  general  fym-    - 
pathy  and  tendernefs,  which  much  confirmed  their 

refo- 
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1774.  their  refolution.  Their  neighbours,  the  merchants 
^-y^^"^^  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  port  of  Marble- 
head,  who  were  among  thofe  that  were  to  profit  the 
moft  by  their  ruin,  inftead  of  endeavouri^ng  to  reap 
the  fruits  of  their  calamity,  fent  them  a  generous 
offer  of  the  ufe  of  their  (lores  and  wharfs,  of  attend- 
ing to  the  lading  and  unlading  of  their  goods,  and 
of  tranfafting  all  the  bufmefs  they  fliould  do  at  their 
port,  without  putting  them  to  the  fmalleft  expence  \ 
but  they  at  the  fame  time  exhorted  them  to  perfe- 
vere  in  that  patience  and  refolution,  which  had  ever 
been  their  charade rif he. 

Uneafi-         Soon  after  the  General's  arrival  in  his  govern- 
nefs  ex-     ment,  two  regiments  of  foot,  with  a  fmall  detach- 
cited  by     ^lent  of  the  artillery,  and  fome  cannon,  were  land- 
V  [oA he  ^^  "^^  Boflon,  and  encamped  on  the  commion,  w^hich 
troops.      ^^^s  v/ithin  the  Peninfula  on  which  the  town  flands. 
Thefe  troops  w^ere  by  degrees  reinforced  by  the 
arrival  of  feveral   regiments    from   Ireland,  New- 
York,  Halifax,  and  at  length  from  Quebec.    It  may 
be  eafily  conceived,  that  the  arrival  and  ftatlon  of 
thefe  troops,  w^as  far  from  being  agreeable  to  the 
inhabitants ;    nor  was  the  jealoufy  in  any  degree 
lefs,  in  the  minds  of  their  neighbours  of  the  fur- 
rounding  counties.    This  diil'atisfadion  was  further 
increafed  by  the  placing  of  a  guard  at  Boilon  Neck; 
(v/hich  is  the  narrow  ifihmus  that  joins  the  Penin- 
fula to  the  continent),  a  meafure  of  which  the  fre- 
quent defertion  of  the  foldiers  w^as  either  the  caufe, 
or  the  pretext. 

In  this  Hate,    a  trifling  circumRance  gave  the 

people  of  Bofion  a  full  earned  of  the  fupport  the) 

'.  might  exped  from  the  country  in  cafe  of  extremity. 

and  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  general  tempe. 

Palfe         cf  the  people.     A  report  had  been  fpread,  perhap  > 

alarm.        induftrioufiy,   that  a  regiment  poflcd  at  the  Neck, 

had  cut  oil'  all  communication  with  the  country,  ii. 

order  to  flarve  the  town  into  a  compliance  with  an; 

mca« 
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meafures  that  might  be  propofed  to  them.     Upon    i774» 
this  vague  report,   a  large  body  of  the  inhabitants   ^<-^^^^ 
of  the  county  of  Worceiler  immediately  aiiembled, 
and  difpatched   two  menengers  exprels  to  Boilon, 
to   difcover   the   truth  of  the  intehigence.     Thefe 
envoys  informed  the  tov/n,  that  if  the  report  had 
been  true,  there  were  feveral  thoufand  armed  men, 
ready   to   have   marched   to   their  ailiitance ;    and 
told  them  further,  that  they  were  commillioned  to 
acquaint  them,  that  even  though  they  might  be  dif- 
pofed   to  a  furrender  of  their  Uberiics,   the  people 
of  the  country  would  not  think  themfelves   at  all 
included  in  their  ad.     That  by  the  late  acls  of  the 
Britilh  parliament,  and  the  bills  which  were  pending 
therein,   vvhen   the  laif  intelligence  was   received, 
their   charter   was   utterly   vacated ;    and   that   the 
compad  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colony  being 
thus  diiloived,   they  were  at  full  liberty  to  combine 
together  in  what   manner   and  form  they  thought 
befi:  for  mutual  fecurity. 

Not  long  after  the  governor  iflued  a  proclama-  Procla- 
tion  for  the  encouragement  of  piety  and  virtue,  and  matlons 
for  the  preventing  and  punifhing  of  vice,  prophane-  ^'^^  ^^^ 
nefs,   and   immorality.     This  proclamation,   which  ^"^°^gjj^ 
was  avowedly  in  imitation  of  that  ifmed  by  his  Ma-  of  piety 
jefty  upon  his  accefTion,  feems,   like  molt  acts  of  and  vlr- 
government  about  this  time,  to  have  been  v/rong  ^^^9  ^^' 
placed,  and  ill-timed.     The  people  of  that  province 
had  always  been  fcolFed  at,  and  reproached  by  their 
enemies,  as  well  as  by  thofe  of  looler  manners,  for 
a  pharifaical  attention  to  outv/ard  forms,  and  to  the 
appearances  of  religious  piety   and    virtue.     It   is 
fcarcely. worth  an  obfervation,  that  neither  procla- 
mations or  laws  can  reach  farther  than  external  ap- 
pearances.    But  in  this  proclamation  '^  Hypocrify" 
being  inferted  among  the  immoralities,  againlt  which 
the  people  were  warned,  it  feemed  as   if  an  a£t  of 
ftate  were  turned  into   a  hbel  on  the  people  ;  and 

this 
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1774.    this   infult  exafpcrated   greatly  the   rage  of  minds 
^^-^'^^    already  fufliciently  difcontented. 

New  Along  with  the  new  laws,  which  did  not  arrive 

counfel-  till  the  beginning  of  Auguii,  Governor  Gage  re- 
ors  choi-  (*ejyej  ^  iji]-  of  36  new  counfellors,  who  in  con- 
formity to  the  new  regulations  of  them,  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown,  contrary  to  the  method  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  charter,  of  their  being  chofen  by  the 
reprefentatives  in  each  ailembly.  Of  thefe  gentle- 
men,  about  24  accepted  the  office,  which  was  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  to  carry  on  the  bufmefs  of  p-overn- 
ment,  until  a  frefh  nomination  iliouid  arrive  for 
filling  up  the  vacancies, 

Hoftlle  Matters  were  now,  however,  unfortunately  tend- 

appear-  iHg  to  that  crifis,  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  all 
ances.  eflablifhed  government  in  the  province.  The  peo- 
ple in  the  different  counties  became  every  day  more 
outrageous,  and  every  thing  bore  the  femblance  of 
refiifance  and  war ;  in  Berkihire  and  Worcefler 
counties  in  particular,  nothing  was  was  to  be  ittn 
or  heard  of,  but  the  purchafing  and  providing 
of  arms,  the  procuring  of  ammunition,  the 
calling  of  balls,  and  all  thofe  other  preparations, 
which  teftify  the  moft  immediate  danger,  and  de- 
termined refiftance.  All  thofe,  who  accepted  of 
ofEces  under  the  new  laws,  or  prepared  to  act  in 
conformity  with  them,  were  every  wliere  declared 
to  be  enemies  to  their  country,  and  threatened 
with  all  the  confequences  due  to  fuch  a  charader. 
The  people  of  Connecticut,  looking  upon  the  fate 
of  their  neighbouring  colony  to  be  only  a  prelude 
to  their  own^  even  exceeded  them  in  violence. 

j^Tg^y  The  new  judges  were  rendered  every  where  in- 

judges       capable  of  proceeding  in  their  office.     Upon  open- 
incapable  ing  the  courts,   the  great    and  petty  juries  through- 
^"ing'  out  the  whole  province,  unanimoufly  refufed  to  be 
fworn,   or   to  a<5t  in  any  manner,  under  the  new 

judges. 
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judges,  and  the  new  laws.  The  a6ling  otherwife 
was  deemed  fo  heinous,  that  the  clerks  of  the  courts 
found  it  neceiTary  to  acknowledge  their  contrition 
in  the  public  papers,  for  iifuing  the  warrants  by 
which  the  juries  were  fummoned  to  attend,  and 
not  only  to  declare,  that  let  the  confequences  be 
what  they  may,  they  would  not  a£t  fo  again  ;  but 
thai,  they  had  not  confidered  what  they  were,  do- 
inp-,  and  that  if  their  countrymen  Ihould  forgive 
them,  thev  could  never  forgive  themfelves  for  the 
fault  they  had  committed.  At  Great  Barrington, 
and  fome  other  places,  the  people  alTembled  in 
numerous  bodies,  and  filled  the  court-houfe  and 
avenues  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  neither  the  judges 
nor  their  officers  could  obtain  entrance  ;  and  upon 
the  flierriff's  commanding  them  to  make  way  for  the 
court ;  they  anfwered.  that  they  knew  no  court, 
nor  other  efLablifliment,  independent  of  the  ancient 
laws  and  ufages  of  their  country,  and  to  none  other 
would  they  fubmit,  or  give  way  upon  any  terms. 

The  new  counfellors  were  flill  more  unfortunate  New 
than  the  judges.     Their  houfes  were  furrounded  by  counfel- 
great  bodies  of  the  people,  who  foon  difcovered  by   ^^^  "."^f^" 
their   countenance   and  temper,  that  they  had  no  renounce 
other  alternative  than  to  fubmit  to  a  renuuciation  of  their  ofii- 
their  offices,  or  to  fuffer  all  the  fury  of  an  enraged  ces. 
populace.     Mod  of  them  fubmitted  to  the  former 
condition  ;  fome  had  the  fortune  to  be  in  Boilon, 
and  thereby  evaded  the  danger,  while  others,  with 
great  rifque,    wxre    purfued    and  hunted  in   their 
efcape  thither,  with  threats  of  deilrudion  to   their 
Iioufes  and  eilates. 

The  old  conflitution  being  taken  away  by  a6l  of 
parliament,  and  the  new  one  being  rejeded  by  the 
people,  an  end  was  put  to  all  forms  of  law  and  go- 
vernment in  the  province  of  Maflachufett's  Bay  ; 
and  the  people  were  reduced  to  that  ftate  of  anar- 
chy, in  w^hich  mankind  are  fuppofed  to  have  exlfted 
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in  the  earliell  ages.  The  degree  of  order,  howcTef) 
which,  by  the  general  concurrence  of  the  people, 
was  preferved  in  this  flateof  anarchy,  will  for  ever  ex- 
cite the  aftoniihment  of  mankind,  and  continue 
among  the  lircngefl  proofs  of  the  efficacy  of  long 
eflablifhed  habits,  and  of  a  conflant  fubmifiion  to 
laws.  Excepting  the  general  oppofition  to  a  new 
government,  and  the  exceiTes  arihag  from  it,  in  the 
outrages  offered  to  particular  perfons  who  were 
upon  that  account  obnoxious  to  the  people,  no 
other  very  confiderable  marks  appeared  of  the  cef- 
fation  of  law  or  of  government. 

Fortifica-      in  the  mean  time.  General  Gage  thought  it  ne- 
^°"°^^      ceil'ary,  for  the  fafety  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  to 
Neck.       fecure  the  important   poft  and  town  of  Boilon,  to 
fortify  the  neck  of  land, ,  which  afforded   the  only 
communication,    except   by  water,   between  that 
town  and  the  continent.     This  meafure,  however 
iiecelTary,  could  not  but  ii^creafe  the  jealoufy,  fu- 
fpicion,  and  ill  blood,  which  were  already  fo  preva- 
lent ;  but  was  foon  fucceeded  by  another,  that  dill 
excited  a  greater  alarm.     The   feafon   of  the  year 
w^as  now  arrived  for  the  annual  mufler  of  the  mihtia  5 
and  the  general,  having  probably  fome  fufpicion  of 
their  condud:  when  affembled,  or,  as  they  pretend- 
ed, being  urged  thereunto  by  thofe  fecret  advifers 
a.nd  tale-bearers,  to  whofe  infidious  arts,  and  falfe 
information,  for  a  long  time  pad,  as  well  as  the  pre- 
fent,  the  Americans  attributed  all  their  own   cala.- 
mities,  and  the   troubles  that  had   arifen  between 
Provinci-  both  countries  j  however  it  was,  he  feized  upon  the 
zines^fei-  ^^^^^i"^ition  and  ftores,   which  were  lodged  in  the 
zed.  provincial  arfenal    at  Cambridge,    and    had  them 

brought  to  Boilon.  He  alfo,  at  the  fame  time, 
feized  upon  the  powder  which  was  lodged  in  the 
magazines  at  Charles-Town,  and  fome  other  places, 
being  partly  private  property,  and  partly  provin* 
cial. 

This 
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This  excited  the  mod  violent  and  univerfal  fer- 
ment that  had  yet  been  known.     The  people  aficm- 
bled  to  the  amount  of  feveral  thoufands,  and  it  was 
with  the  greatefl  difficulty,  that  fome  ojF  the    more  pi 
moderate  and  leading  gentlemen  of  the  country  violent 
were  able  to  reflrain  them  from  marching  diredly  to  f^erment. 
Bollon,  there  to  demand  a  delivery  of  the  powder 
and  (tores,  and  in  cafe  of  refufal  to  attack  the  troops. 
A  falfe    report    having   been    intentionally  fpread, 
about  the  fame  time,  and  extended  to  Connedticut, 
in  order,  probably,  to  try  the  temper  of  that  pro- 
vince,   that  the  fhips   and  troops  had  attacked  the 
town   of  Boflon,    and   were    then   firing  upon  it, 
when  the  pretended  bearers  of  the  news  had  come 
away,  feveral  thoufands  of  thofe  people  immediately 
alTembled  in  arms,  and  m.arched,  w^ith  great  expedi- 
tion, a  confiderable  diflancc,  to  the  relief,  as  thev 
fuppofed,  of  their  fuifering  neighbours,  before  thev 
were  convinced  of  the  miflake. 

About  this  time,  the  governor's  company  of  ca-  Company 
dets,  confiding  wholly  of  gentlemen  of  Bodon,  and  of  cadets 
of  fuch,  in  general,  as  had  always  been  well  affeci:-  difband 
ed  to  government,  did)anded  themfelves  and  return-  ^^''^"^- 
edto  the  general  the  dandard,  with  which,  accord-^     ^^^'  ^ 

.  return 

mg  to  cudom,  he  had  prefented  them  upon  his  ar-.the  ilan- 
rival.  This  flight  to  the  governor,  and  apparent  dard. 
difrelidi  to  the  new  government,  proceeded  imme- 
diately from  his  having  taken  av/ay  Mr.  Hancock's 
commidion,  who  was  the  colonel  of  that  corps.  A 
Colonel  Murray  of  the  militia,  haviag  accepted  a 
feat  in  the  new  council,  2a  officers  of  his  regiment 
refigned  their  commiffions  in  one  dav  ;  fo  general 
was  the  fpirit  which  w^as  now  gone  forth. 

The  late  meafure  of  feizing  the  pov/der,  as  well 
as  the  fortifications  which  were  ereding  on  Bodon- 
neck,  occadoned  the  holding  of  an  adembly  of  de- 
legates, from  all  the  towns  of  the  county  of  Sudblk, 
of  which  Bodfn  is   the  coynty  town  and  capita). 
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1774.  In  this  aflernbly  a  great  number  of  refolutlons  were 
^--^^'"^  paired,  iome  of  whicii  militated  more  ftrongly  with 
Sundry'  ^^^^  authority  of  the  new  legiHature,  than  any  that 
refoluti-  had  yet  r.ppeared  They  are,  however,  introduced 
ons  paiT-  ,by  a  declaration  of  allegiance  ;  but  they  alfo  de- 
ed by  the  clare  it  to  be  their  duty,  by  all  lawful  means  to  de- 
ce  egntes  £^^^  ^|^^-^,  ^j^jl  ^^^  relio'ious  rig^hts  and  Uberties ; 

coMnr-  ox^  ^^^^"'  ^^^  ^^^^^  afts.are  grofs  infractions  of  thofc  rights ; 

Suffolk,  and  that  no  obedience  is  due  from  that  province  to 
either,  or  any  part  of  thofe  acls  ;  but  that  they  ought 
to  be  rejected  as  the  wicked  attempts  of  an  abandon- 
ed admiu/ilration  to  eflablifh  a  defpotic  government- 
Thcy  engaged  that  the  county  Ihould  fupport  and 
bear  harmlefs  all  flieriffs,  jurors,  and  other  pcrfons 
who  fhould  fuffer  profecution  for  not  acting  undeF 
the  prefent  unconditmional  judges,  or  carrying  into 
execution  any  orders  of  their  courts  ;  and  refolved, 
that  thofe  who  had  accepted  feats  at  the  council- 
board,  had  violated  the  duty  they  owed  to  their 
country  ;  and  that  if  they  did  not  vacate  them  v/ith- 
in  a  fhort  limited  time  they  fhould  be  coiifidered  as 
obflinate  and  incorrigible  enemies  to  their  country. 

They  alfo  pafTed  refolutions  againft  the  fortijica- 
tions  at  Boilon-neck  ;  the  Quebec  bill ;  for  the  fuf- 
penllon  of  commerce  ;  for  the  encouragement  of 
arts  and  manufluSlures  ;  for  the  holding  of  a  provin- 
cial congrefs ;  and  to  pay  all  due  reipecl  and  fub- 
miiiion  to  the  meafures  which  fhould  be  recom- 
mended by  the  Continental  Congfcfs.  They  recom.- 
mended  to  the  people  to  perfect  themfelves  in  the 
art  of  war ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  that  the  militia 
fhouid  appear  under  arms  once  every  v/eek.  That, 
as  it  had  been  reported,  that  feveral  gentlemen  who 
had  rendered  themfelves  confpicuous  by  contending 
for  the  violated  rights  of  their  country,  were  to  be 
apprehended,  in  cale  fo  audacious  a  meafure  fliould 
be  carried  into  execution,  they  recommend,  that  all 
the  officers  of  fo  tyrannical  a  government,  Hiould 

be 
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be  fcized,  and  kept  in  fafe  cuftody,  until  the  for-    1774* 
mer  were  reflored  to  their  friends  and  families.  \^-o*j 

Then  followed  a  recommendation,  which,  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  things,  amounted  to  a  peremptory 
command,  to  the  colledors  of  the  taxes,  and  all 
other  receivers  and  holders  of  the  public  money, 
not  to  pay  it  as  ufual  to  the  treafurcr ;  but  to  de- 
tain it  in  their  hands,  until  the  civil  government  of 
the  province  was  placed  on  a  conftitutional  founda- 
tion :  or  until  it  fliould  be  otherwife  ordered  bv  the 
Provincial  Congrefs.  They,  however,  declare,  that 
notwithftanding  the  many  infults  and  oppreiTions 
which  they  moft  fenfibly  feel  and  refent,  they  are 
determined  to  ad  merely  on  the  defenfive,  fo  long 
as  fuch  conducl  m.ay  be  vindicated  by  reafon,  and 
the  principles  of  felf-prefervation.  They  conclude 
by  exhorting  the  people  to  reilrain  their  rcfent- 
ments,  to  avoid  all  riots  and  diforderly  proceedmgs, 
as  being  dedruaive  of  all  good  government ;  and 
by  a  lleady,  manly,  uniform,  and  perfevering  oppofi- 
tion,  to  convince  their  enemies,  that  in  a  conteft  fo 
important,  in  a  caufe  fo  folemn,  their  condud:  jhould 
be  fuch  as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  the  wife^  a7id 
the  admiration  of  the  bra-ve  and  free^  of  every  age^ 
and  of  every  country. 

They  then  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  Sept.'pt* 
the  governor,  with  a  remonflrance  againfl  the  forti-  Remc. 
fying  of  Bofion-neck  ;  in  which  they  declare,  taat  ftran:  ; 
though  the  loyal  people  of  that  country  think  them- 
felves    opprelled    by  fome   late  acts    of  the  Britifh 
parliament,  and  are   refolved,    by  divine  ajfiftance^ 
never  to  fubmit  to  them,  they  have  no    inclination 
to  commence  war  vvith  his  Majefty's  troops.    They 
impute  the  prefent    extraordinary  ferment   in  the 
minds   of  people,  befid'es   the  new  fortification,  to 
the  feizing  of  the  pov»^der,  to  the  planting  of  can- 
non on  the  Neck,  and  to  the  infults  and  abuie  offer- 
ed to  palfengers  by  the  foldlers,  in  which,  they  fay, 

they 
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1774'    they  have  been  encouraged  by  fome  of  the  officers  ; 

^^•^^^^"^^  and  conclude,  by  declaring,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a 
removal  or  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances,  can  place 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  in  that  fituation  of  peace 
and  tranquility,  which  every  free  fubjedl  ought  to 
enjoy.  In  this  addrefs  they  totally  difclaimed  every 
wifh  and  idea  of  independency,  and  attributed  all 
the  prefent  troubles  to  mifmformation  at  home,  and 
the  fmifter  defigns  of  particular  perfons. 

Anfwer.'  To  this  addrefs  General  Gage  anfvvered,  that  he 
had  no  mtention  to  prevent  the  free  egrefs  and  re- 
grefs  of  any  perfon  to  and  from  the  town  of  Bofton  ; 
tnat  he  would  fufFer  none  under  his  command  to  in- 
jure the  perfon  or  property  of  any  of  his  Majelly's 
fubjeds  ;  but  that  it  v/as  his  duty  to  preferve  the 
peace,  and  to  prevent  furprize  ;  and  that  no  ufe 
would  be  m.ade  of  the  cannon,  uniefs  their  hoflile 
proceedings  jQiould  render  it  neceffary. 

Writs  for  Before  public  affairs  had  arrived  at  their  prefent 
holding  alarming  ftate,  the  governor,  by  the  advLce  of  the 
a  general  new  council,  had  iffued  writs  for  the  holding  of  a 
afferably    general  affembly,  which  was  to  meet  m  the  beo-in- 

counter-         •  r    .-w  a     1  i  ^  ^  r  °    -1 

inanded     ^^"S  ^^  Odober  ;  but  the   events  that  afterwards 

jby  pro-     took  place,  and  the  heat  and  violence  which  every 

clama-       where  prevailed,  together  with  the  refignation  of  fo 

lion.         great  a  number  of  the  new  mandamus  counfellors, 

as    deprived   the  final]   remainder    of  all    efficacy, 

made  him  think  it   expedient  to  countermand  the 

writs  by  a  proclamation,  and  to  defer  the  holding 

of  the  aiTembly  to  a  fitter  feafon.     The  legality  of 

this    proclamation  was    called    in  queflion,  and  the 

eledions  every  where  took  place  without  regard  to 

Odi,  1 1  th  it.     The  new  members  accordingly  met  at  Salem, 

purfuant  to  the  precepts ;  but  having  waited  a  day. 

The  re-     without  the  governor,  or  any  fubititute  for  him  at- 

tatlveT      ^^"^^^^g?  to  admiiiifter  the  oaths,  and  open  the  fef- 

mcet         ^^^'^5  they  voted  themfelves  into  a  provincial  Con- 

jiotv/Ith-    grcfsj  to  be  joined  byiuch  others  as  had  been,  or" 

landing         ^  ihould 
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fliould   be  elected  for  that   purpofe  ;  after   \;vhich    1774. 
Mr.  Hancock,  fo  obnoxious  to  the  governor's  par-    V-'^v^ 
ty,  was  chofen  chairman,  and  they  adjourned  to  the  ^^  Salem* 
town  of  Concord,  about  twenty  miles  from  Bofton.  vote 

tJhem- 
Among  their  earlieft  proceedings,  they  appoint-  ^^^^es  in- 
td  a   committee   to  wait  upon  the  governor  with  a  ^^^j^^^-^J^" 
remonflrance,  in  which  they  apologized  for  their  congrefs, 
prefent  meeting,  by  reprefenting,  that  the  diftrelTed  and  ad- 
andmiferableftate  of  the  colony,  had  rendered  it  indif-  journ  to 
penllibly  neceifary  to  colled  the  wifdom  of  the  pro-  ^f  c^on-'' 
vince  by  their  delegates  in  that  Congrefs ;  thereby  °qj.j1°^" 
to  concert  fome  adequate  remedy  to  prevent  impend- 
ing ruin,  to  provide  for  the  public  fafety.     They    . 
then  exprefs  the  grievous  apprehenfions  of  the  peo- 
ple from  the  meafures  now  purfuing.     They  affert, 
that  even  the  rigour  of  the  Bollon   port  bill  is  ex- 
ceeded, by  the  manner  in  which  it  was  carried  into 
execution.     They  complain  of  the  late  laws,  cal-  j^^jj^^j,^ 
culated  not  only  to  abridge  the  people  of  their  rights,  ft^ance 
but  to  licenfe  murders  ;  of  the  number  of  troops  from  the 
in  the  capital,  which  were  daily  increafmg  by  new  provind- 
accejilions  drawn  from  every  part  of  the  continent  ;  ^  *^?'^' 
together  with  the  formidable  and  hoftile  prepara-  ^^     ' 
tions  at  Bcfton-neGk  ;  all  tending  to  endanger  the 
lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  not  only  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Boflon,  but  of  the  province  in. general.  They 
conclude  by  adjuring  the  general,  as  he  regards  his 
Majefly's  honour  and  intereil,  the  dignity  andhappi- 
nefs  of  the  empire,  and   the  peace  and  welfare  of 
l:he  province,  to  defiil  immediately  from  the  con- 
ftruftion  of  the  fortrefs  at  the  entrance  into  Boflon, 
and  to  reflore  that  pafs  to  its  natural  ftate. 

The  general  was   involved  in  fome  difEculty  in  Govcr- 
giving  them  an  anfwer,  as  he  could  not  acknow-  ^^or's  an- 
ledge  the  legality  of  their  aifembling.     The  necef-  ^^^^* 
fity  of  the  times  however  prevailed.     He  exprefTed 
^reat  indignation   that  an  idea  fhould  be  formed, 
that  the  lives,  liberties  or  property  of  any  people, 

except 
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1774.  except  avowed  enemies,  iliould  be  in  danger  from 
Englilh  troops. — Britain,  he  faid,  could  never  har- 
bour the  black  defign  of  wantonly  deftroying  or  en. 
Having  any  people  ;  and  notwithilanding  the  enmity 
ihewn  to  the  troops,  by  withholding  from  them  al- 
moil  every  necellary  for  their  prefervation,  they  had 
not  yet  difcovered  the  refentment  which  might  juft- 
ly  be  expected  to  arife  from  fuch  hoflile  treatment. 
He  reminded  the  Congrefs,  that  while  they  complain 
of  alterations  mads  in  their  charter  by  ads  of  par- 
liament, they  are  themfelves,  by  their  prefent  ailem.- 
bling,  fubverting  that  charter,  and  now  acting  in 
dired:  violation  of  their  own  conflitution  ;  he  there- 
fore warned  them  of  the  rocks  they  were  upon,  and 
to  defift  from  fuch  illegal  and  unconftitutional  pro- 
ceedings. By  this  time  Bolton  was  become  the 
place  of  refuge  to  all  thofe  friends  of  the  new  go- 
vernment, who  thought  it  neceflary  to  perfevere  in 
avowing  their  fentiments.  The  commiffioners  of 
the  cuftoms,  with  all  their  officers,  had  alfo  thought 
it  neceffary,  towards  the  conclulion  of  the  preceding 
month,  to  abandon  their  head-quarters  at  Salem, 
and  to  remove  the  apparatus  of  a  cuftom-houfe,  to 
a  place  which  an  a6t  of  parliament  had  profcribed 
from  all  trade.  Thus  the  new  a6ts  of  parliament 
on  one  hand,  and  the  rcfiftance  of  the  people  on 
the  other,  equally  joined  to  annihilate  all  appear- 
ance of  government,  legiilation,  judicial  proceed- 
ings, and  commercial  regulations. 

Upon  the  approach  of  winter,  the  general  had 
ordered  temporary  barracks  to  be  ere£led  for  the 
troops,  partly  perhaps,  for  fafety,  and  partly  to  pre- 
vent the  diforders  and  mifchiefs,  which,  in  the  pre- 
fent ftate  and  temper  of  both,  mufl  be  the  unavoid- 
able confequences  of  their  being  quartered  upon 
the  inhabitants.  Such,  however,  was  the  diflike  to 
their  being  provided  for  in  any  manner,  that  the 
feleft-men  and  the  committees  obliged  the  work- 
men to  quit  their  employment,  though  the  money 

for 
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/or  their  labour  would  have  been  paid  by  the  crown.  1774. 
The  general  had  as  little  fuccefs  in  endeavouring  to  ^^-^^vn^ 
procure  carpenters  from  New- York,  fo  that  it  was 
with  the  greateft  difficulty  he  could  get  thofe  tem- 
porary lodgments  erecled  ;  and  having  endeavoured 
alfo  to  procure  fome  winter  covering  from  the  latter 
city,  the  offer  to  purchafe  it  was  prefented  to  every 
merchant  there,  who  to  a  man  refufed  complying 
with  any  part  of  the  order,  and  returned  for  anfwer, 
"  That  they  never  would  fupply  any  article  for  the 
"  benefit  of  men  who  were  fent  as  enemies  to  their 
"  country.'* 

Every  thing  now  tended  to  increafe  the  mutual  State  of 
apprehenfion,  diflrull,  and  animofity  between  go- affairs  at 
vernment  and  the  people.  Thofe  of  Bofton,  either  Lofton, 
were,  .or  pretended  to  be,  under  continual  terror, 
from  the  apprehenfions  of  immediate  danger,  to 
their  properties,  liberties,  and  even  their  lives. 
They  were  in  the  hands  of  an  armed  force,  whom 
they  abhorred,  and  who  equally  detefted  them. 
The  foldiers,  on  the  other  hand,  confidered  them- 
felves  in  the  midfl  of  enemies,  and  were  equally 
apprehenfive  of  danger  from  within  and  without. 
Each  nde  profefled  the  befl  intentions  in  the  world 
for  itielf,  and  fhewed  the  greateft  fufpicion  of  the 
other.  In  this  ftate  of  doubt  and  profellion,  things 
were  rendered  ftill  worfe,  by  a  meafure,  which  did 
not  feem  of  fufficient  importance  in  its  confequences, 
to  jullify  its  being  hazarded  at  fo  critical  a  feafon. 
This  was  the  landing  of  a  detachment  of  failors  by 
night,  from  the  fhips  of  war  in  the  harbour,  wh© 
fpiked  up  all  the  cannon  upon  one  of  the  principal 
batteries  belonging  to  the  town. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Provincial  Congrefs,  not-  Furtber 
wlthftanding  the  cautions  given,  and  dangers  held  proceed- 
out  bv  the  f^overnor,  not  only  continued  their  affem-  ^"S^  °^ 

,  ,       /         ,  ".  r  1      •  I        •  •       1     r        ^-u      the  pro- 

bly,  but  tneir  rclolutions  havmg  acquired,  rrom  the  Yhicial 
diipoGtion  and  promptitude  of  the  people,  all  the  congrefs. 
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weight  and  efficacy  of  laws,  they  feemed  to  have 
founded  in  effect  fomething  hke  a  new  and  inde- 
pendent government.  Under  the  ftyie  of  recom- 
mendation and  advice,  they  fettled  the  mihtia  ;  and 
regulated  the  public  treafures  ;  and  they  provided 
arms.  They  appointed  a  day  of  public  thankfgiv- 
ing,  on  which,  among  the  other  enumerated  blelT- 
ings,  a  particular  acknowledgment  was  to  be  m.ade 
to  the  Almighty,  for  the  union  which  fo  remarkably 
prevailed  in  all  the  colonies. 

Nov.  10,  Thefe  and  fimilar  meafures,  induced  General 
Procla-  Gage  to  ilTue  a  proclamation,  in  which,  tho'  the 
mation.  dired:  terms  are  avoided,  they  are  charged  with  pro- 
ceedings, v/hich  are  generally  underllood  as  nearly 
tantamount  to  treafon  and  rebellion.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  province  were  accordingly,  in  the  king's 
name,  prohibited  from  complying,  in  any  degree, 
with  the  requifitions,  recommendations,  diredions, 
or  refolves  of  that  unlawful  aifembly. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Refoliitions  of  the  GeJieral  Congrefs,  held  at  Philadelphia,  and 
opened  on  Monday  the  ^th  of  September.^   I774« 

DURING  thefe  tranfaclions  in  the  province  of     j-^ 
Maflachufett's-Bay,  the  twelve   old  colonies,  Sept. 5th. 
including    that  whole  extent  of  continent  which    <.^-v-^vJ 
Hretches  from  Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia,  had  appoint- 
ed deputies  to  attend  the  General  Congrefs,  which  General 
was  held  at  Philadelphia,  and  opened  on  Monday  }^  °ld^7  ^ 
the  5th  of  September  1774.    Such  was  the  unhappy  phlladel- 
effed  of  the   meafures  purfued,    perhaps  fomewhat  phia. 
too  avowedly,  and  for  that  reafon  the  lefs  wifely, 
for  reducing  America  by  divifion,  that  thofe  twelve 
colonies,   clailiing  in  interells,  frequently  quarrel- 
ling about  boundaries  and  many  other  fubje&s,  dif- 
fering in  manners,  cuftoms,  religion,   and  forms  of 
government,  with  all  the  local  prejudices,  jealoufies, 
and  averfions,  incident  to  neighbouring  dates,  were 
now  led  to  alTemble  by  their  delegates  in  a  general 
diet,  and  taught  to  feel  their  weight  and  importance 
in  a  comm.on  union.     Whatever  may  be  the  event, 
it  was  undoubtedly  a  dangerous  experiment  to  bring 
matters  to  this  crifis. 


ions 
ruc- 


Several  of  the  colonies  had  given  inflru6lions  to  p 
their  deputies  previous  to  their  meeting  in  congrefs.  in^j-i 
In  general,  they  contained  the  ftrongefl  profelfions  tions  to 
of  loyalty  and  allegiance ;  of  affection  for  the  mo-  ^^me  of 
ther  country  ;   of  conilitutional  dependence  on  her;  "^^,^^- 
and  of  gratitude  for  benefits  already  received  in  ^ 
that   flate.     They  totally  difclaimed  eVery  idea  of 
independence,  or  of  feeking  a  feparation  ;  acknow- 
ledged the  prerogatives  of  the  crov>^n,  and  declared 
their  readinefs  and  willingnefs  to  fupport  them  with 
life  and  fortune,  fo  far  as  they  are  Vv^arranted  by  the 
coniTitution.     The  Penfylvanians,  in  particular,  de- 
clare that  they  view  the  prefent  conteils  with  the 
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1774.    deeped  concern  ;  that  perpetual  love  and  union,  an 
<^^-r>sj    interchange  of  good  offices,  without  the  lead  infrac- 
tion of  mutual  rights,  ought  ever  to  fubfift  between 
the  mother  country  and  them; 

On  the  other  hand,  they  were  unanimous  in  de- 
claring, that  they  never  would  give  up  thofe  rights 
and  liberties  which,  as  they  fay,  defcended  to  them 
from  their  anceftors,  and  which,  they  fay,  they  were 
bound  by  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  to  tranfmit 
whole  and  pure  to  their  poflerity ;  that  they  are 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Britifh-born 
fubjefts ;  that  the  power  lately  ailumed  by  parlia- 
ment is  unjuft  ;  and  the  only  caufe  of  all  the  prefent 
uneafmefs ;  and  that  the  late  a£l:s  rcfpeding  the 
capital  and  province  of  MaiTachufett's-Bay,  are  un- 
conftitutional,  opprellive,  and  dangerous. 

The  inll:ru6lions,  however,  of  the  feveral  colonies 
that  purfued  that  mode,  differed  confiderably  from 
each  other.  In  fome  great  violence  appeared. 
Others  were  more  reafonable.  In  fome  nothing 
was  fpoken  of  but  their  grievances.  Others  pro- 
pofed  likewife  terms  on  their  part  to  be  offered  to 
Great  Britain.  Such  as  an  obedience  to  all  the 
trade  laws  paffed,  or  to  be  paffed,  except  fuch  as 
were  fpecified  ;  and  the  fettling  an  annual  revenue 
on  the  crown  for  public  purpofes,  and  difpofable 
by  parliament.  The  deputies  however  were  in- 
itruded,  that  in  thefe  and  all  other  points,  they 
were  to  coincide  with  the  majority  of  the  Con- 
grefs.  This  majority  was  to  be  determined  by  reck- 
oning the  colonies,  as  having  each  a  vote,  v/ithout 
regard  to  the  number  of  deputies  which  it  Ihould 
fend. 

The  debates  and  proceedings  of  the  Congrefs 
were  conducted  with  the  greatefl  fecrecy,  nor 
h?tve  any  parts  of  them  yet  tranfpired,  but  thofe 
which  they  thought  proper  to  lay  before  the  public. 

The 
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The  numher  of  delegates  amounted  to  51,  who  '1774. 
reprefented  the  feveral  Englifh  colonies  of  New-  ^^^->ro 
Hampfhire,  Maffachufett's-Bay,  Rhode-Illand,  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connedicut,  New- York, 
New-jerfey,  Penfylvania,  the  lower  counties  on 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and 
South-Carolina. 

The  firfl  public  aci  of  the  Congrefs  was  a  decla-  Sept.  17. 
ratory  refolution  expreffive  of  their  difpofitiou  with 
refpe(5t  to   the  colony  of  Maffachufett's-Bay,  and  ^j^^  q°.^_ 
immediately  intended  to  confirm    and   encourage  grefs. 
that  people.     In  this  they  expreffed,   in  the  m.oil 
pathetic  terms,  how  deeply  they  felt  the  fuiferings 
of  their  country- men  in  that  province,  under  the  Appro- 
operation,  they  faid,  of  the  late  unjufl,  cruel,  and  7^^'^"  o^ 
opprelTive  ads  of  the  Britlfh  parliament ;  they  tho-  ^ua^^^' 
roughly  approved  of  the  wifdom  and  fortitude  with  the  pro- 
which  their  oppofition  to  thefe  miniflerial  meafures  vince  of 
had  hitherto  been  conduced,  as  well  as  of  the  refo-  MafTa- 
lutions  palled,  and  meafures  propofed,  by  the  dele-  ^""J^^^'* 
gates  of  the  county  of  Suffolk;  and  earneilly  recom- 
mended a  perfeverance   in  the  fame  firm  and  tem- 
perate condud,  according  to  the  determinations  of 
that  aifembly.     This   was   immediately  publilhed, 
and  tranfmitted  to  that  province,  accompanied  with 
an  unanim.ous  refolution,  That  contributions  from 
all  the  colonies  for  fupplying  the  neceiTities,  and 
alleviating  the  diflrefles  of  their  brethren  at  Boflon, 
ought  to  be  continued  in  fuch  manner,  and  fo  long, 
as  their  occafions  may  require. 

By  the  fubfequent  refolutions  of  the  Congrefs,  Refolutl- 
they  not   only  formally  approve  of  the  oppofition  o^-s  paiT- 
made  by  that  province  to  the  late  acls  ;  but  further  ^^l^T^lie 
declare,  that  if  it  fliould  be  attempted  to  be  carried  Suffblk^^ 
into  execution  by  force,  all  America  fhould  fupport 
it  in  that  oppofition. — That  if  it  be  found  abfolutely  Reldu- 
neceffary  to  remove   the  people  of  Bofton  into  the  tlons. 
country,   ail  America    fliouid    contribute  towards 

recom- 
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1774.  recompenfing  them  for  the  injury  they  might  there- 
^./^^r^u  by  fuftain. — They  recommended  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Maffachufett's-Bay,  to  fubmit  to  a  fufpenfion  of 
the  adminiltration  of  juftice,  as  it  cannot  Idc  procur- 
ed in  a  legal  manner  under  the  rules  of  the  charter, 
until  the  effed  of  the.  appUcation  of  the  Congrefs  for 
a  repeal  of  thofe  afts,  by  which  their  charter  rights 
are  infringed,  is  known. — And  that  every  perfon 
who  fliall  accept,  or  acl  under,  any  commiiTion  or 
authority,  derived  from  the  late  act  of  parliament, 
changing  the  form  of  government,  and  violating  the 
charter  of  that  province,  ought  to  be  held  in  detefla- 
tion,  and  confidered  as  the  wicked  tool  of  that  def- 
potifm,  which  is  preparing  to  deflroy  thofe  rights, 
which  God,  Nature,  and  Compad,  hath  given  to 
America.  They  befides  recommended  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Boflon  and  Maffachufett's-Bay,  flill  to  con- 
duft  themfelves  peaceably  towards  the  general,  and 
the  troops  ilationed  at  Boflon,  fo  far  as  it  could  pof- 
fibly  confifl  with  their  prefent  fafety  ;  but  that  they 
fliould  firmly  perfevere  in  the  defenfive  line  of  con- 
duel  which  they  are  nov/  purfuing.  The  latter  part 
of  this  inftrudion  evidently  alluded  to  and  implied 
an  approbation  of  the  late  refoiutions  of  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  relative  to  the  militia,  and  to  the  arming 
of  the  people  in  general.  The  Congrefs  conclude 
by  a  refolution,  that  the  tranfporting,  or  attempting 
t6  tranfport  any  perfon  beyond  the  fea,  for  the  trial 
of  offences  committed  in  America,  being  againfl 
law,  will  juilify,  and  ought  to  meet  with  refiflance 
and  reprifal. 

Letter  to  Thefe  refoiutions  being  pafTed,  the  Congrefs 
G.  Gage,  wrote  a  letter  to  General  Gage,  in  which,  after 
repeating  the  complaints  which  had  been  before 
repeatedly  made  by  the  town  of  Boflon,  and  by  the 
delegates  of  diiferent  counties  in  the  province  of 
Mafiachufett's-Bay,  they  declare  the  determined 
refolution  of  the  colonies,  to  unite  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  common  rights,  in  oppofition  to  the 
*  late 
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late  ads  of  parliament,  under  the  execution  of  i774« 
which  the  unhappy  people  of  that  province  are  op-  V"'^'^ 
preiTed :  that,  in  confequence  of  their  fentiments 
upon  tliatfubjecl,  the  colonies  had  appointed  them 
the  guardians  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  that 
they  felt  the  deepell  concern,  that,  whilft  they  were 
purfuing  every  dutiful  and  peaceable  meafure  to 
procure  a  cordial  and  effeftual  reconciliation  be- 
tween Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  his  excellency 
ihould  proceed  in  a  manner  thcit  bore  fo  hoftile  an 
appearance,  and  which  even  thofe  opprelTive  ads 
did  not  warrant,  They  reprefented  the  tendency 
this  condud  mufl  have  to  irritate  and  force  a  peo- 
ple, however  well  difpofed  to  peaceable  meafures, 
into  hoftilities,  which  might  prevent  the  endeavours 
of  the  Congrefs  to  reftore  a  good  underftanding 
with  the  parent  Hate,  and  involve  them  in  the  hor- 
rors of  a  Civil  War.  In  order  to  prevent  thefe 
evils,  and  the  people  from  being  driven  to  a  Hate  of 
defperation,  being  fully  perfuaded  of  their  pacific 
difpofition  towards  the  king's  troops,  if  they  could 
be  affured  of  their  own  fafety,  they  intreated,  that 
the  general  would  difcontinue  the  fortiiications  in 
Boflon,  prevent  any  further  invafions  of  private 
property,  reflrain  the  irregularities  of  the  foldiers, 
and  give  orders  that  the  communications  between 
the  town  and  country  fhould  be  open,  unmoleiled, 
and  free. 

The  Congrefs   alfo    publiflied  a  Declaration    of  j^Qch. 
Rights^  to  which,  they  fay,  the  Englifh  colonies  of  ration  of 
North- America  are  entitled,  by  the  immutable  laws  rights. 
of  nature,  tli£  principles  of  the  Englifh  conflitution, 
and  the  feveral  charters   or  compads.     In  the  firfl 
of  thefe  are  life,  liberty,  and  property,  a  right  to  the 
difpofal  of  any  of  which,  without  their  confent,  they 
had  never  ceded  to  any  fovereign  power  whatever. 
That  their  anceftors,  at  the  time  of  their  migration, 
were  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  imm*u- 
nities,  of  free  and  natural  bora  fubjeds  j  and  that 
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1774.  by  fuch  emigration,  they  neither  forfeited,  furren- 
^-^-^r^  dered,  nor  lofh,  any  of  thofe  rights.  They  then 
ftate,  that  the  foundation  of  EngUlh  hberty,  and 
-  of  ail  free  government,  is  a  right  in  the  people  to 
participate  in  their  legiflative  council ;  and  proceed 
to  fhew,  that  as  the  colonies  are  not,  and,  from 
various  caufes,  cannot  be  reprefented  in  the  Britifli 
parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a  free  and  exclufive 
power  of  legiilation  in  their  feveral  provincial  legi- 
llatures,  where  their  right  of  reprefentation  can 
alone  be  prefcrved,  in  all  cafes  of  taxation  and  in- 
ternal policy,  fubjeft  only  to  the  negative  of  their 
fovereign,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  had  been  hereto- 
fore ufed  and  accuftomed. 

In  order  to  qualify  the  extent  of  this  demand  of 
legiflative  povvcr  in  their  aiTemblies,  which  might 
feem  to  leave  no  means  of  parhamentary  interfe- 
rence for  holding  the  colonies  to  the  mother  coun- 
try, they  declare  that  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe, 
and  a  regard  to  the  mutual  intereft  of  both  coun- 
tries, they  chearfully  confent  to  the  operation  of 
fuch  ads  of  the  Britiih  parliament,  as  are,  bonafde^ 
reftrained  to  the  regulation  of  their  external  com- 
merce, for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  commercial 
advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  mother 
country,  raid  the  commercial  benefits  of  its  refpec- 
tive  members,  excluding  every  idea  of  taxation,  in- 
ternal or  external,  for  raifmg  a  revenue  on  the  fub- 
jects  in  America,  without  their  confent. 

They  aifo  refolved,  that  the  colonies  are  entitled 
to  the  common  law  of  England,  and,  more  efpe- 
cially,  to  the  great  and  ineltimable  privilege  of  being 
tried  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage.  That  they  are 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  the  Englifh  ilatutes 
'  as  exifled  at  the  time  of  their  colonization,  and 
which  they  have  by  experience  found  to  be  appli- 
cable to  their  feveral  local  and  other  circumflances. 
That  they  are  likewife  entitled  to  all  the  immunities 

and 
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and  privileges,  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by  1 774. 
royal  charters,  or  fecured  by  their  feveral  codes  of 
provincial  laws.  That  they^  have  a  right  to  alTemble 
peaceably,  confider  of  then*  grievances,  and  peti- 
tion the  king  for  redrefs  ;  and  that  all  profecutions, 
and  prohibitory  proclamations  for  fo  doing,  are  ille- 
gal. That  the  keeping  of  a  ilanding  army,  in 
times  of  peace,  in  any  colony,  without  the  confent 
of  its  legiflature,  is  contrary  to  law.  That  it  is 
effential  to  the  Englifh  conftitution,  that  the  confli- 
tuent  branches  of  the  legiflature  fhould  be  inde- 
pendent of  each  other  ;  that  therefore,  the  exercife 
of  legiflative  power,  by  a  council  appointed  during 
pleafure  by  the  crown,  is  unconflitutional,  and 
deflrudive  to  the  freedom  of  American  legiflation. 

They  declared  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their 
conftitucnts,  that  they  claimed,  and  infifled  on  the 
foregoing  articles,  as  their  indubitable  rights  and 
liberties,  which  could  not  be  legally  taken  from 
them,  altered,  or  abridged,  by  any  power  whatever, 
without  their  own  conient,  by  theip  reprefentatives 
in  their  feveral  provincial  legiflatures.  They  then 
enumerated  the  parts,  or  the  whole,  of  eleven  a6ts 
of  parliament  which  had  been  paiTed  in  the  prefent 
reign,  and  which  they  declared  to  be  infringements 
and  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  coloniits ;  and 
that  the  repeal  of  them  was  effentially  neceffary,  in 
order  to  reflore  harmony  between  Great-Britain 
and  them.  Among  the  ads  of  parliament  thus 
reprobated,  was  the  Quebec  bill,  which  had  already 
been  the  caufe  of  fo  much  difcuffion  at  home,  and 
which  they  termed,  *'  An  act  for  eflablilliing  the 
''  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  the  province  of 
*'  Quebec,  abohfhing  the  equitable  fyftem  of  En- 
glifh laws,  and  ere^ing  a  tyranny  there  ;'^  to  the 
great  danger  (as  they  aflerted)  from  fo  total  a  dif- 
fimilarity  of  religion,  law,  and  government,  of  the 
neighbouring  Britifh   colonies,   by  the  aililtance  of 

y  whofe 
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1774.  whofe  blood  and  treafure  that  country  was  conquer- 
^.y^^r^J  ed  from  France. 

After  fpecifying  their  rights,  and  enumerating 
their  grievances,  they  declared,  that  to  obtain  re- 
drefs  of  the  latter,  which  threatened  deflruction  to 
the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  people  of 
North -America,  a  non-importation,  non-confump- 
tion,  and  non  exportation,  agreement,  would  prove 
the  moil  fpeedy,  effedual,  and  peaceable  meafure ; 

Afibcia-   — t;hey  accordingly  entered  into  an  aiTociation,  by 

tion.  which  they  bound  themfelves,  and  of  courfe  their 
conflituents,  to  the  flrict  obfervance  of  the  follow- 

Artlclei.  ing  articles. 1.  That  after  the  firfl  of  the  fol- 
lowing December,  they  would  import  no  Britifh 
g>oods  or  merchandize  whatfoever,  nor  any  Eafl 
India  tea,  from  any  part  of  the  world  ;  nor  any  of 
the  produ6ls  of  the  Britifh  Weif -India  Iflands ;  nor 
wines  from  Madeira  or  the  Weflern  iflands  ;   nor 

. 2.    foreign   indigo. 2.  That,   after  that  day,   they 

would  wholly  difcontinue  the  flave  trade,  and  nei- 
ther hire  velTels,  nor  fell  commodities  or  manufac- 
tures to  any  concerned  in   that  trade. 3.  That 

3-  from  the  prefent  date,  they  will  ufe  no  tea  on  which 
a  duty  had  been  or  fhall  be  paid ;  nor  after  the 
firfl  of  March  enfuing,  any  Eaft-India  tea  what- 
e\^er,  nor  any  Britifh  goods,  imported  after  the  firfl 
of  December,  except  fuch  as  come  under  the  rules 
and  dire61:ions  which  w^e  fhall  fee  in  the  loth  article. 

4.  4.  By  this  article,  the  non-exportation  agree- 
ment is  fufpended  to  the  loth  of  September,  1775  ; 
after  which  day,  if  the  a<51:s  of  parliament  which 
they  had  before  recited  are  not  repealed,  all  expor- 
tation is  to    ceafe,  except  that  of  rice,  to  Europe. 

^.    5.  The  Britijh  merchants  are  exhorted  n€)t  to 

fhip  goods    in  violation    of  this  affociation,  under 
penalty  of  never   holding  any    commercial    inter- 

ccurfe  with  thofe  that  ad  otherwife. 6.  Owners 

of  fhips  are  warned   to   give  fuch  orders  to  their 
captains,   as  will  ellectually  prevent  their  receiving 

any 
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any  of  thofe  goods  that  are  prohibited. 7.  They    1 774. 

agree  to  improve  the  breed  of  fheep,  and  to  increafe    ^^'^^-r-^ 

their  number,  to  the  greateft  podible  extent.^^ 8. ^ 

This  article  tends  to  encourage  frugality,  cecono- '* 

my,  and  induitry  ;  to  promote  agriculture,  arts,  and 
manufadures ;  to  difcountenance  all  expenfive 
fhows,  games  and  entertainments  ;  to  lefTen  the 
expences  of  funerals  ;  to  difcontinue  the  giving  of 
gloves    and  fcarfs,  and  the    v^earing  of  any  other 

mourning  than  a  piece  of  crape  or  ribbon. — ^ — 9. g^ 

Venders  of  goods  arc  to  fell  them  at  the  ufual 
prices,  without  taking  any  advantage  of  the  prefent 

fituation  of  affairs. 10.  This  article  feems  in  a" 10. 

certain  degree  to  foften  the  rigour  of  the  firfl,  and 
permits  a  conditional  importation  for  two  months 
longer,  at  the  option  of  the  owner  ;  who,  if  he 
will  deliver  up  any  goods  that  he  imports  before 
the  I  ft.  Feb.  to  the  committee  of  the  place  that 
they  arrive  at,  they  are  to  be  fold  under  their  in- 
fpedion,  and  the  prime  coft  being  returned  to  the 
importer,  the  profits  are  to  be  applied  to  the  relief 
of  the  fufferers  at  Bofton.  All  goods  that  arrive 
after  that  day,  to  be  fent  back  without  landing,   or 

breaking   a?iy  of  the   packages. The  three  fol-    jj   ^^ 

lowing  articles,  relative  to  the  appointing  of  com-  13. 
mittees,  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the  foregoing, 
and  to  pubhfh  the  names  of  the  violaters  in  the 
Gazette,  as  foes  to  the  rights,  and  enemies  to  the 
liberty  of  BritiOi  America  ;  they  alfo  regulate  the 
fale  of  domeftic  manufadures,  that  they  may  be 
difpofed  of  at  reafonable  prices,  and  no  undue  ad- 
vantages taken  of  a  future  fcarcity  of  goods. 

By  the  14th  and  laft  article,  any  colony  or  province, i^ 

which  Ihall  not  accede  to,  or  which  fhall  hereafter 
violate  the  alTociation,  is  branded  as  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  their  country  ;  ajid  all  dealings  or  inter- 
courfe  whatever  with  fuch  colony  is  interdided. 

This  aflbciation  was  fubfcribed  by  all  the  m.em- 
bers  of  the  congrefs  ;  and  the  foregoing  refolutions 

were 
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1774.  were  marked,  nemine  contradicente.  They  after- 
^^-'^"v-xj  wards  rclalved,  that  a  congrefs  Ihould  be  held  in 
the  fame  place,  on  the  loth  day  of  the  following 
May,  unlefs  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  which  they 
have  defired,  fliould  be  obtained  before  that  time  ; 
and  they  recommended  to  all  the  colonies  to  chufe 
deputies,  as  foon  as  poffible,  for  that  purpofe.  They 
alfo,  in  their  own  names,  and  in  the  behalf  of  all  thofe 
whom  they  reprefented,  declared  their  moft  grate- 
ful acknowledgments,  to  thofe  truly  noble,  honour- 
able, and  patriotic  advocates  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  who  had  fo  generoufly  and  powerfully, 
though  unfuccefs fully,  efpoufed  and  defended  the 
caufe   of  America,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament. 

They  then  proceeded  to  frame  a  petition  to  his 
Majefly  ;  a  memorial  to  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  an  addrefs  to  the  colonies  in  general ;  and 
another  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  One- 
Petition  ^^^*  '^^^^  petition  to  his  Majeily  contained  an  en- 
to  the  umcration  of  their  grievances  ;  among  which  are 
King,  the  following,  viz.  The  keeping  of  a  Handing 
army  in  the  colonies  in  the  time  of  peace,  without 
the  confent  of  the  aflemblies  ;  and  the  employing 
of  that  army,  and  of  a  naval  force,  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  taxes. — -The  authority  of  the  command- 
er in  chief,  and  of  the  brigadiers  general,  being 
rendered  fupremc  in  all  the  civil  governments  in 
America. — The  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces, 
in  time  of  peace,  appointed  governor  of  a  colony — 
The  charges  of  ufuai  offices  greatly  increafed,  and 
new,  expenfive,  and  opprelfive  offices,  multiplied. 
— The  judges  of  the  admiralty  courts  impowered 
to  receive  their  falaries  and  fees  from  the  effects  con- 
demned by  themfelves,  and  the  officers  of  the  cuf- 
toms  to  break  open  and  enter  houfes,  without  the 
authority  of  the  civil  magiitrate. — The  judges  render- 
ei  intirely  dependent  on  the  crown  for  their  falaries, 
as  well  as  for  the  duration  of  their  commiffions.— 
Couafellors,  who  exercife  legiflative  authority,  hold- 
ing 
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ing  their  coinmiffions  during  pleafure. ^Humble    1774. 

and  reafonable  petitions  from  the  reprefentatives  of 

the  people  fruitlefs. The  agents  of  the  people 

difcountenanced,  and  inftrudions  given  to  prevent 
the  payment  of  their  falaries ;  affemblles  repeatedly 
and  injurioufiy  diffolved  ;  commerce  burthened 
with  ufelefs  and  oppreflive  reitritlions. 

They  then  enumerate  the  feveral  a«Sls  of  parlia- 
ment paffed  in  the  prefent  reign  for  the  purpofe  of 
raifmg  a  revenue  in  the  colonies,  and  of  extending 
the  powers  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts 
beyond  their  ancient  limits ;  whereby  their  property 
is  taken  from  them  without  their  confent,  the  trial 
by  jury,  in  many  civil  cafes  abohfhed,  enormous 
forfeitures  incurred  for  flight  offences ;  vexatious 
informers  are  exempted,  from  paying  damages,  to 
which  they  are  jullly  liable,  and  oppreflive  fecurity 
is  required  from  owners  before  they  are  allowed  ta 
defend  their  right. 

> 

They  complain  of  the  parliamentary  vote  for 
reviving  the  ftatutc  of  the  35th  Henry  Vlllth,  and 
extending  its  influence  to  the  colonills ;  and  of  the 
ilatute  of  the  1 2th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  whereby 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  may,  in  fundry  cafes, 
by  that  ftatute  made  capital,  be  deprived  of  a  trial 
by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage.  They  then  recite 
the  three  ads  of  the  preceding  feflion,  relative  to 
Boflon  and  the  province  of  Mailachufett's-Bay  ;  the 
Quebec  act,  and  the  ad  for  providing  quarters  for 
the  troops  in  North  America. 

The  petition  repeatedly  contains  the  flrongefl 
expreflTions  of  loyalty,  of  affeclionate  attachment 
and  duty  to  the  fovercign.,  of  love  and  veneration 
for  the  parent  flate  ;  they  attributed  thefe  their 
fentiments  to  the  liberties  they  inherited  from  their 
anceflors,  and  the  conflitution  under  which  they 
were  bred  j    while  the  necefnty  which  compelled 
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1774.  wtivS  the  apology  for  delivering  them. — They  at  the 
fame  time  promifed  themfelves  a  favourable  recep- 
tion and  hearing  from  a  fovereign,  whofe  illuftrious 
family  owed  their  empire  to  fmiiiar  principles. 

They  declare,  that  from  the  defl:rii6:ive  fyfleni 
of  colony  adminillration,  adopted  fmce  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  lafl  war,  have  flowed  thofe  diiirefles, 
dangers,  fears  and  jealoufies,  which  overwhelm  the 
colonies  with  affliftion  ;  and  they  defy  their  moll 
fubtile  and  inveterate  enemies  to  trace  the  ui^happy 
differences  between  G.  Britain  and  them  from  an 
earlier  period,  or  from  other  caufes  than  they  have 
afligned.  That  they  afk  but  for  peace,  liberty,  and 
fafety ;  they  willi  not  for  a  diminution  of  the  pre- 
rogative, nor  do  they  folicit  the  grant  of  any  new 
right  in  their  favour  ;  the  royal  authority  over  them, 
and  their  connexion  wath  Great  Britain,  they  fnall 
always  carefully  and  zealouily  endeavour  to  fupport 
and  maintain.  That,  ''  appealing  to  that  Being 
who  fearches  thoroughly  the  hearts  of  his  creatures, 
tkey  folemnly  profefs,  that  their  councils  have  been. 
influenced  by  no  other  motive  than  a  dread  of  im- 
pending deilrudion." 

They  conclude  by  imploring  his  Majefty,  In  the 
name  of  all  America,  and  a  foiemn  adjuration  by 
all  that  is  facred  and  awful,  that, — "  for  his  glory, 
w^hich  can  be  advanced  only  by  rendering  his  fub- 
]cdis  happy,  and  keeping  them  united  ;  for  the  in- 
terefls  of  his  family,  depending  in  an  adherence  to 
the  principle  tliat  enthroned  it ;  for  the  fafety  and 
welfare  of  his  kingdoms  and  dominions,  threatened 
with  almoft  unavoidable  dangers  and  difl:reflres ; 
that,  as  the  loving  father  of  his  whole  people,  con- 
neded  by  the  fame  bands  of  law,  loyalty,  faith,  and 
blood,  though  dwelling  in  various  countries,  he 
will  not  fufl:er  the  tranfcendant  relation  formed  by 
thefe  ties,  to  be  further  violated  in  uncertain  expec- 
tation of  efl^eds,  which,  if  attained,  never  can  com- 

penfate 
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penfate  for  the  calamities  througti  which  they  mufl    1774* 
be  gained."  \-^v-^ 

This  petition  was  fubfcribed  by  all  the  delegates. 

In  the  memorial  to  the  people  of  this  country,  Memo- 
they  pay  the  highcfl  praife  to  the  noble  and  gene-  rial  to 
rous  virtues  of  their  and  our  common  anceilors  ;  but  "j^  V^^ 
they  do  it  in  a  manner,  that  inftead  of  refleding  any  ^^^^^^^j^^  * 
comparative  honour  on  the  prefent  generation  in 
this  illand,  rather  reproaches  us  with  a  Ihameful 
degeneracy.  They  afterwards  fay,  that  born  to  the 
fame  rights,  liberties,  and  conflitution,  tranfmitted 
to  them  from  the  fame  anceftors,  guarantied  to  them 
by  the  plighted  faith  of  government,  and  the  mod 
folemn  compads  with  Britiih  fovereigns,  it  is  no 
wonder  they  fhould  refufe  to  furrender  them  to  men, 
whofe  claims  are  not  founded  on  any  principles  of 
reafon,  "  and  who  profecute  them  with  a  defign, 
that,  by  having  their  lives  and  property  in  their 
power,  they  might  with  the  greateil  facility  en- 
Have  us." — They  complain  of  being  opprelfed, 
abufed,  and  mifreprefented  ;  and  fay,  that  the  duty 
they  owe  to  themfelves  and  to  their  poderity,  to 
our  intereft,  and  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  empire,  leads  them  to  addrefs  us  on  this  very 
important  lubjed. 

After  complaining  of  grievances  in  the  ftyle  and 
fubftance  of  the  petition,  they  recall  the  happy  (late 
of  the  empire  on  both  fides  of  the  Atlantic,  pre- 
vious to  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war ;  and  ftate 
the  advantages  which  we  derived,  and  to  which  they 
willingly  fubmitted,  from  the  fyilem  of  colony  go- 
vernment then  purfyed  ;  they  fay,  they  looked  up 
to  us  as  to  their  parent  ftate,  to  which  they  v/ere 
bound  by  the  ilrongeil  ties  ;  and  were  happy  in  be- 
ing inftrumental  to  our  profperity  and  grandeur. 
They  call  upon  ourfelves  to  witnefs  their  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  the  cGmm.on  interelb  of  the  whole 

empire : 
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1774.  empire  :  their  efforts  in  thelafl  war  :  their  embark- 
^--^v^^  ing  to  meet  difeafe  and  death  in  foreign  and  inhof- 
pitable  climates,  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  our 
arms ;  and  our  own  acknowledgments  of  their 
zeal,  and  our  even  reimburfing  them  large  fums  of 
money,  which  we  confefled  tkey  had  advanced  be- 
yond their  proportion,  and  far  beyond  their  abili- 
ties. 

They  alk  to  what  caufes  they  are  to  attribute  the 
fudden  change  of  treatment,  and  that  fyftem  of 
llavery,  which  was  prepared  for  them  at  the  reftora- 
tion  of  peace  ;  they  trace  the  hiflory  of  taxation 
•  from  that  time,  and  alTert,  that  thofe  exadions,  in- 
ftead  of  being  applied  to  any  ufeful  purpofe,  either 
for  this  country  or  that,  have  been  lavifhly  fquan- 
dered  upon  court  favourites  and  minifterial  depend- 
ants ;  that  they  ever  were,  and  ever  flaall  be  ready 
to  provide  for  the  neceflary  fupport  of  their  own  go- 
vernment ;  and  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the 
(late  may  require  it,  they  fhall,  as  they  have  hereto- 
fore done,  chearfully  contribute  their  full  propor- 
tion of  men  and  money. 

They  then  proceed  to  (late  and  examine  the  mea- 
fures  and  the  feveral  a6ls  of  parliament,  which  they 
confider  as  hoftiie  to  America,  and  fubverfive  of 
their  rights ;  or,  in  their  words,  the  progreffion  of 
the  minifterial  plan  for  enflaving  them. — They 
reprefent  the  probable  confequences  to  this  country 
of  a  perfeverance  in  that  fcheme,  even  fuppofmg  it 
attended  with  fuccefs ;  addition  to  the  national 
debt ;  increafe  of  taxes  ;  and  a  diminution  of  com- 
jnerce,  muft  attend  it  in  the  progrefs  ;  and  if  v/c 
are  at  length  vidorious,  in  what  condition  fhall  we 
then  be  ?  What  advantages,  or  what  laurels  fhall 
we  reap  from  fuch  a  conquefl  ? 

They  artfully  endeavour  to  render  theirs  a  caufe 
common  to  both  countries,  by  fliewing  that  fuch 

fuccefs 
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fuccefs  would,  in  the  event,  be  as  fatal  to  the  1774. 
liberties  of  England  as  to  thofe  of  America,  v^-v-vj 
They  accordingly  put  the  quellion.  May  not  a 
mini  Iter  with  the  fame  armies  that  fubducd  them 
enflave  us  ?  If  to  this  it  be  anfwered,  that  we  will 
ceafe  to  pay  thofe  armies,  they  pretend  to  fliew, 
that  America,  reduced  to  fuch  a  fituation,  would 
afford  abundant  refources  both  of  men  and  money 
for  the  purpofe  *,  nor  fhould  we  have  any  reafon  to 
exped,  that  after  making  Haves  of  them,  they 
Ihould  refufe  to  affiil  in  reducing  us  to  the  fame 
abjecl  flate. — In  a  word,  (they  fay)  "  Take  care  that 
"  you  do  not  fall  into  the  pit  that  is  preparing  for 
us." 


After  denying  the  feveral  charges,  of  being  fedi- 
tious,  impatient  of  government,  and  defirous  of  in- 
dependency, all  of  which  they  alTert  to  be  calum- 
nies ;  they,  however,  declare,  that  if  we  are  deter- 
mined, that  our  minifters  iliall  wantonly  fport  with 
the  rights  of  mankind  f ,  if  neither  the  voice  of 
juftice,  the  dilates  of  the  law,  the  principles  of  the 
conflitution,  nor  the  fuggeflions  of  humanity,  can 
rellrain  our  hands  from  the  Ihedding  human  blood 
in  fuch  an  impious  caufe,  they  mud  tell  us, — "  That 
"  thev  never  will  fubmit  to  be  hewers  of  wood,  or 
"  drawers  of  water,  for  any  miniilry  or  nation  in 
"  the  world." 

They  afterwards  make  a  propofal,  which  it  were 
much  to  be  wifhed  had  been  more  attended  to,  as 
k  atlords  at  lead  no  unfavourable  bafis  for  negocia- 

Z  tion 

*  If  there  is  any  truth  in  this,  all  their  former  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  poverty  of  their  condition,  muft  have  been  egre- 
gloufly  falfe. 

f  It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark,  that  the  minifters 
accufed  by  the  Congreis  of  fporting  with  the  rights  of  man- 
kind, as  we  learn  from  their  complaints,  are  not  only  the  prc- 
fent  miniftry  under  Lord  North,  but  thofe  under  the  Hon. 
George  Grenville,  thofe  under  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
and  thofe  under  the  Duke  ojf  Grafton  and  the  Earl  of  Chatham. 
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1774.    tion. — '^Tlace  us,"  fay  they,  "in  the  fame  fitua- 
"^^^^^"^-^   "  tion  that  we  were  at  the  clofe  of  the  lail  war,  and 
"  our  former  harmony  will  be  reflored." 

They  conclude  this  memorial,  by  exprefling  the 
deepeil  regret  for  the  refolution  they  were  obliged 
to  enter  into  for  the  fufpenfion  of  commerce,  as  a 
meafure  detrimental  to  numbers  of  their  fellow- 
fubjeds  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  ;  they  account 
and  apologize  for  thi^condud,  by  the  over-ruling  prin- 
ciples of  felf-prefervation  ;  by  the  fupinenefs  and 
inattention  to  our  common  interefl,  which  we  had 
fhewn  for  feveral  years  ;  and  by  the  attempt  of  the 
miniflry,  to  influence  a  fubmilTion  to  their  meafures 
by  deftroying  the  trade  of  Boflon.  "  The  like 
fate,"  they  fay,  "  may  befal  us  all ;  we  will  endea- 
vour, therefore,  to  live  without  trade,  and  recur  for 
fubfilfance  to  the  fertility  and  bounty  of  our  native 
foil,  which  will  afford  us  all  the  neceflaries,  and  fomc 
of  the  conveniences  of  life."  They  finally  reft 
their  hopes  of  a  reftoration  of  that  harmony, 
friendfliip,  and  fraternal  affedion,  between  all  the 
iiihabitants  of  his  Majefly's  kingdoms  and  terri- 
'^ories,  fo  ardently  wifhed  for  by  every  true  Ameri- 
can, upon  the  magnanimity  and  juftice  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  nation,  in  furnifning  a  parliament  of  fuch  wif- 
dom,  independency,  and  public  fpirit,  as  may  fave 
the  violated  rights  of  the  whole  empire  from  the 
devices  of  wicked  miniflers  and  evil  counfellors, 
whether  in  or  out  of  office. 

Addrcfs  ^^  '^  ^^  papers  publifhed  by  the  American  con- 
to  the  in-  gfcfs,  their  addrcfs  to  the  French  inhabitants  of 
habitants  Canada  difcovers  the  mod  able  method  of  applica- 
01  Gana-  tion  to  the  temper  and  palfions  of  the  parties,  whom 
they  endeavour  to  gain. — They  ftate  the  right  they 
had,  upon  their  becoming  Englifli  fubjeds,  to  the 
ineitimable  benefits  of  the  Englifh  conflitution  ; 
that  this  right  was  further  confirmed  by  the  royal 
proclamation  in  the  year  1763,  plighting  tjae  public 

.  faith 
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faith  for  their  full  enjoyment  of  thofe  advantages.     1774. 
They  impute    to  fucceeding  miniflers  an  audacious    ^^■'^vv^ 
and  cruel  abufe  of  royal   authority,  in  withholding 
from  them  the  fruition    of  the   irrevocable  rights, 
to  which  they  were  thus  juflly  entitled. — That  as  they 
have  lived  to  fee  the  unexpeded  time,  when  mini- 
flers of  this  flagitious  temper  have  dared  to  violate 
the  mod  facred  compads  and  obligations,  and  as  the 
Canadians,  educated  under  another  form  of  govern- 
ment, have  artfully  been  kept  from  difcovering  the 
unfpeakable  worth  of  that,  from  which  they  are  de- 
barred, the  congrefs  think  it  their  duty,  for  weighty 
reafons,  to  explain  to  them  fome  of  its  mod  impor- 
tant branches. 

They  then  quote  paflages  on  government  from 
the  Marquis  Beccari  and  their  countryman  Mon- 
tefquieu  *,  the  latter  of  whom  they  artfully  adopt  as 
a  judge,  and  an  irrefragable  authority  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  proceed  to  fpecify  and  explain,  under 
feveral  diftincl  heads,  the  principal  rights  to  which 
the  people  are  entitled  by  the  Englifli  conilitution  ; 
and  thefe  rights  they  truly  fay,  defend  the  poor  from 
the  rich,  the  weak  from  the  powerful,  the  induflri- 
ous  from  the  rapacious,  the  peaceable  from  the  vio- 
lent, the  tenants  from  the  lords,  and  all  from  their 
fuperiors. 

They  ilate,   that  without  thefe   rights,  ?i  people 
cannot  l5e  free  and  happy  ;  and  that  under  their  pro- 
tecting and  encouraging  influence,  the  Englifli  colo- 
nies 

*  The  political  liberty  of  the  fubjecl:,  according  to  Mon- 
tefquieu,  is  a  tranquillity  c/"  w/W,  ariiing  from  the  opinion  each 
perfon  has  of  hisfafety.  In  order  to  pofTefs  this  liberty,  he' 
obferves,  it  is  requifite  the  government  be  fo  conftituted,  that 
no  one  man  be  afraid  of  another  ;  and  his  exemplication  of 
this  idea,  as  well  as  the  maxim,  is  evidently  borrowed  from  the 
Englidi  conftitution  ;  but  excellent  as  the  Englilh  courdtuticn 
is,  who  can  doubt  but  political  liberty,  cr  that  tranquillity  cf 
mind,  which  arifes  from  an  opinion  of  perfonal  fafcty,  laij 
exill  under  another  fojrm  of  government  ? 


^^^v^ 
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1774.  nies  had  hitherto  fo  amazingly  flourlflied  and  in- 
creafed.  And,  that  thefe  are  the  rights  which  a 
profligate  miniitry  are  now  ftriving  by  force  of 
arms  to  ravifh  from  themfelves  ;  and  which  they 
are,  with  one  mind,  refolved  never  to  refign  but 
with  their  lives. 

They  again  remind  the  Canadians  that  they  are 
entitled  to  thefe  rights,  and  ought  at  this  moment 
to  be  In  the  perfett  exercife  of  them.  They  then 
aik,  what  is  offered  to  them  by  the  late  ad  of  par- 
liament in  their  place  ?  And  from  thence  proceed- 
to  a  fevere  examination  of  the  Quebec  ad ;  in  which 
they  attempt  to  Iheiv,  that  it  does  not  afford  them, 
and  has  not  left  them  a  civil  right  or  fecurity  of  any 
kind  ;  as  every  thing  it  feems  to  grant,  and  even  the 
laws  they  pofleffed  before,  are  liable  to  be  altered 
and  varied,  and  new  laws  or  ordinances  made,  by 
a  governor  and  council  appointed  by  the  crown, 
and  confequently,  wholly  dependent  on,  and  re- 
moveable  at  the  will  of  a  minifler  in  England  ;  fo 
that  all  the  powers  of  legiflatlon,  as  well  as  that  of 
granting  and  applying  the  public  fupplies,  and  dif- 
pofmg  of  their  own  property,  being  thus  totally 
out  of  the  hands  and  controul  of  the  people,  they 
are  liable  to  the  moll  abject  flavery,  and  to  live  un- 
der the  mod  defpotic  government  in  the  univerfe. 

After  pretending  to  point  out  numberlefs  dc^ 
formitles  In  that  law,  and  placing  them'  in  fuch 
points  of  viev/,  as  were  fufficlent  to  render  it  odious 
to  mankind,  as  well  as  hideous  to  the  Canadians, 
they  reprefent,  as  an  infult  added  to  their  injuries, 
the  hopes  upon  which,  they  faid,  it  had  been  found- 
ed by  the  minifter  ;  he  expeding,  that  through  an 
invincible  Itupldity  In  them,'  and  a  total  inability  of 
comprehending  the  tendency  of  a  law,  which  fo 
materially  effeded  their  deareft  interefts,  theyfhould 
in  the  excefs  of  a  miffaken  gratitude,  take  up  arms, 
and  incur  the  ridicule  and  deteilation  of  the  world, 

by 
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by  becoming  willing  tools  in  his  hands,  to  affift  in  1774. 
fubverting  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  other  colo- 
nies ;  without  their  being  capable  of  feeing,  that 
the  unavoidable  confequences  of  fuch  an  attempt,  if 
fucccfsful,  would  be  the  extinclion  of  all  hopes  to 
themfelves  and  their  pofterity  of  being  ever  reflor- 
,ed  to  freedom  ;  "  For  idiotcy  itfelf,  (fay  they) 
cannot  believe,  that,  when  their  drugery  is  per- 
formed, they  will  treat  you  with  lefs  cruelty  than 
they  have  us,  who  are  of  the  fame  blood  with  them- 
felves." 

They  again  apply  to  their  paflions,  and  partiality 
for  their  countrymen,  by  calling  up  the  venerable 
Pvlontefquieu,  and  defiring  them  to  apply  thofe 
maxims,  fauclified  by  the  authority  of  a  name  which 
all  Europe  reveres,  to- their  own  ftate ;  they  fup- 
pofe  him  alive,  and  confulted  by  the  Canadians  as 
to  the  part  they  fnould  acl  in  their  prefent  fituation. 
They  are  told  (after  expatiating  on  the  fubjecl  of 
freedom  and  llavery)  that  they  are  only  a  fmail  peo- 
ple, compared  with  their  numerous  and  powerful 
neighbours,  who  with  open  arms  invite  them  into  a 
fellowfliip  ;  to  fcize  the  opportunity  in  their  favour, 
which  is  not  the  work  of  man,  but  prefented  by 
Providence  itfelf;  that  it  does  not  admit  of  a  quef- 
tion,  whether  it  is  more  for  their  intereft  and  happi- 
nefs,  to  have  all  the  relt  of  North  America  their 
unalterable  friends,  or  their  inveterate  enemies  ; 
that  as  nature  had  joined  their  countries,  let  them 
alfo  join  their  political  interefls  ;  that  they  have 
been  conquered  into  liberty,  if  they  a6t  as  they 
ought  ;  but  that  their  doing  otherwife  will  be  at- 
tended with  irremediable  evils*. 
_  They 

*  After  fuch  an  artful,  and  infiammatory  a<.kli-efsj  it  is  fur - 
prizing  that  the  Corgrefs  fliould  ever  hiivc  the  effrontery 
either  to  avow  allfgiaiice  to  Gruz'i  Britain,  or  to  difciaim  their 
ambitious  purpofe  of  iiidcpsndency.  This  aadrefs,  exclufive 
of  every  other  circumil.aace,  and  -f  the  proofs  arinng  from  their 
fubfequent  coifdudt,  is  cf  i',i':\i  lufncient  to  put  fuch  a  purpofe 
beyond  a  doubt. 
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1774,  They  endeavour  to  obviate  the  jealoufies  and 
^•■^^VN^  prejudices  which  might  arife  from  the  diiterence  of 
their  reHgious  principles,  by  inilancing  the  cafe  of 
the  Swifs  cantons,  whofe  union  is  compofed  of 
Catholic  and  Protellant  ftates  ;  who  hve  in  the 
utmofl  concord  and  peace  with  each  other,  and 
have  been  thereby  enabled  to  defeat  all  attempts 
againft  their  liberties.  This  initance,  though  per- 
haps the  mod  appofite  that  could  have  been  brought 
for  the  purpofe,  would  not,  however,  have  bo-rne 
the  tell  of  much  examination. 

Tliey  declare,  that  they  do  not  require  them  to 
commence  ads  of  hoflility  againft  the  governrjient 
of  their  common  fovereign ;  that  they  only  invite 
them  to  confult  their  own  glory  and  welfare,  and 
not  to  fuifer  themfelves  to  be  inveigled  or  intimi- 
dated by  infamous  minifters  fo  far,  as  to  become 
the  inftruments  of  their  cruelty  and  defpotifm. 
They  conclude  by  informing  them,  that  the  congrefs 
had,  v/ith  univerfal  pleafure,  and  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  refolved,  that  they  Ihould  conlider  the  viola- 
tion of  their  rights,  by  the  ad;  for  altering  the  go- 
vernment of  that  province,  as  a  violation  of  their 
own  ;  and  that  they  fhould  be  invited  to  accede  to 
their  confederation,  which  had  no  other  objects 
than  the  perfect  fecurity  of  the  natural  and  civil 
rights  of  all  the  conftituent  members,  according  to 
their  refpective  circumftances,  and  the  prefervation 
of  a  happy  and  laiting  connexion  with  Great-Bri- 
tain, on  the  f:ilutary  and  conftitutional  principles 
before  mentioned. 

Addrefs  In  the  addrefs  to  the  colonies  they  inform  them, 
to  the  that  as  in  duty  and  juftice  bound,  they  have  deli- 
Colonies,  berately,  difpaihonately,  and  impartially  examined 
and  confidercd  all  the  meafures  that  led  to  the  pre- 
fent  difturbanccs  ;  the  exertions  of  both  the  legi- 
flative  and  executive  powers  of  Great  Britain,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  conduct  of  the  colonies  on 

the 


V^/^s-/ 


Chap.  V.         Civil  War  //2  A  M  E  R  I  C  A.  [175 

the  other.  That  upon  the  whole,  they  find  them-  1774. 
feives  reduced  to  the  difagreeable  alternative,  of 
being  filent  and  betraying  the  innocent,  or  of  fpeak- 
ing  out  and  cenfurirg  thofe  they  wiih  to  revere. 
In  making  their  choice  of  thefe  diftrefTing  difficul- 
ties, they  prefer  the  courfe  dictated  by  honelly,  and 
a  regard  to  the  welfare  of  their  country. 

After  dating  and  examining  the  feveral  lav/s  that 
were  pafled,  and  the  meafures  purfued  with  refpett 
to  America,  from  the  year  1764,  to  the  prefent 
period,  (1774),  they  enquire  into  the  mo;tives  for 
the  particular  hodility  carried  on  againft  the  town 
of  Boflon,  and  province  of  Maffachufett's  Bay, 
though  the  behaviour  of  the  people  in  other  colo- 
nies, had  been  in  equal  oppofition  to  the  power  af- 
fumed  by  parliament,  and  yet  no  ftep  whatever  had 
been  taken  againil:  any  of  them  by  government. 
This  they  reprefent  as  an  artful  fyflematic  line  of 
conduct,  concealing  among  others  the  following- 
defigns  :  ift,  That  it  was  expected,  that  the  pro- 
vince of  MalTachufett's  would  be  irritated  into  fome 
violent  adion,  that  might  difpleafe  the  refl  of  the 
continent,  or  that  might  induce  the  people  of  Eng- 
land to  approve  the  meditated  vengeance  of  an 
imprudent  and  exafperated  miniflry.  If  the  unex- 
ampled pacific  temper  of  the  province  fhould  difap- 
point  that  part  of  the  plan,  it  was  in  that  cafe  hoped, 
that  the  other  colonies  would  be  fo  far  intimidated, 
as  to  defert  their  brethren,  fuifering  in  a  common 
caufe,  and  that  thus  difunited,  ail  might  be  eafily 
fubdued. 

After  examining  the  Quebec  act,  and  pretending 
to  aflign  the  motives  on  v/hich  it  was  founded,  they 
fay,  that  from  this  detail  of  facts,  as  well  as  from 
authentic  intelligence,  it  is  clear,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  a  refolution  is  formed,  and  now  is  carrying 
into  execution,  to  extinguifh  the  freedom  of  the 
colonies,  bvfubjedingthemto  adefpotic  government. 

Thev 
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1774.  They  then  proceed  to  ftate  the  importance  of  the 
^^^^r^^  trufl  which  was  repofed  in  them,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  difcharged  it.  Upon  this  occa- 
fion,  they  fay,  that  tho"*  the  ftate  of  the  colonies 
would  certainly  juilify  other  meafures  than  thofe 
which  they  have  advifed  ;  yet  drey  have,  for  weighty 
reafons,  given  the  preference  to  thofe  which  they 
have  adopted.  Thefe  reafons  are,  that  it  is  con- 
fiftent  w^ith  the  charafter  which  the  colonies  have 
always  fuftained,  to  perform,  even  in  the  midft  of 
the  unnatural  diftreiTes  and  imminent  dangers  that 
furround  them,  every  a6l  of  loyalty  ;  and  therefore 
they  were  induced  to  oifer  once  more  to  his  Ma- 
jeily  the  petitions  of  his  faithful  and  oppreflfed  fub- 
jecls  in  America. — Then  from  a  fenfe  of  their  ten- 
der afFe<5lion  for  the  people  of  the  kingdom  from 
which  they  derive  their  original,  they  could  not 
forbear  to  regulate  their  fteps  by  an  expectation  of 
receivina;  full  conviction  that  the  colonifts  are 
equally  dear  to  them.  That  they  ardently  wifh  the 
focial  band  between  that  body  and  the  colonies  may 
never  be  dilTolved  ;  and  that  it  cannot,  until  the 
minds  of  the  former  fhail  become  indifputably  hoftile, 
or  their  inattention  ihall  permit  thofe  who  are  thus 
hoftile  to  pcrfift  in  profecuting,  with  the  povvxrs  of 
the  realm,  the  deftruftive  meafures  already  ope- 
rating againil  the  colonifts ;  and^  in  either  cafe, 
fliall  reduce  the  latter  to  fucli  a  fituation,  that  they 
fhall  be  compelled  to  renounce  every  guard  'but 
that  of  felf-prefervation.—Tkat,  notwithftanding 
the  vehemence  with  which  affairs  have  been  im- 
pelled, they  have  not  yet  reached  that  fatal  point; 
that  they  ^io  not  in-line  to  accelerate  their  motion, 
already  alarmingly  rapid  ;  and  they  have  chofen  a 
method  of  oppoiition  that  does  not  preclude^a  hearty 
reconciliation  with  their  fellow  citizens  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Atlantic. 

That,  they  deeply  deplore  the   urgent  neceflity 
that  •prciies  them  to  an   immediate  interruption  ot 

com- 
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commerce,  which  may  prove  injurious  to  their  fel- 
low-fubjecls  in  England  ;  but  truft  they  will  acquit 
them  of  any  unkind  intentions,  by  receding  that 
they  fubjecl  themfelves  to  fimilar  inconveniencies  ; 
that  they  are  driven  by  the  hands  of  violence  into 
\inexperienced  and  unexpeded  pubhc  convulfions  j 
and  that  they  are  contending  for  freedom,  fo  often 
contended  for  by  their  anccftors. 

They  conclude  by  obferving,  that  the  people  of 
England  will  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  declaring 
their  fentiments  concerning  their  caufe.  "  That  in 
their  piety,  generofity,  and  good  fenfe,  they  re- 
pofe  high  confidence  ;  and  cannot,  upon  a  re- 
view of  pafl  events,  be  perfuaded  that  they,  the 
defenders  of  true  religion,  and  the  aflertors  of 
"  the  rights  of  mankind,  will  take  partagainft  their 
"  afFedion^ate  Proteftant  brethren  in  the  colonies, 
in  favour  of  their  open  and  our  own  fecret  ene- 
mies, whofe  intrigues,  for  feveral  years  paft,  have 
been  wholly  exercifed  in  fapping  the  foundation 
of  all  civil  and  religious  liberty." 


Thefe  public -ads  being  paffed,  the  delegates  put  TheCon- 
an  end  to  their  fefTion,  on  the  C2d  day  from  the  f     , 

r    T  r  ^  J  breaks  up 

opcnmg  ot  the  congrels.  q^-^^  ^^^^ 

Without  examining  the  truth  of  their  allegations, 
or  pretending  to  form  any  opinion  upon  a  fubje£l, 
on  which  the  firft  names  in  this  country  have  dif- 
fered fo  widely,  it  mufl  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
petition  and  addreffes  from  the  congrefs  have  been 
executed  w4th  uncommon  energy,  addrcfs,  and 
ability ;  and  that  confidered  abllradedly,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  vigour  of  mind,  ll:reng|h  of  fentiment,  and 
the  language,  at  leail  of  patriotilin,  they  would  not 
huvc  difgraced  any  aifembly  that  ever  exiiled. 


A  a  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      VI. 

State  of  Affairs  at  the  opening  of  the  ne^ji  parliayjzentf  luith  foifie 
account  of  the  tivo  FifJyery  Bills  pajfed  in  this  fejfion. 

WHILST  matters  of  this  magnitude  were 
tranfading  in  America,  an  unexampled 
fupinencfs,  with  regard  to  pubHc  affairs,  prevailed 
among  the  great  body  of  the  people.  Even  the 
great  commercial  and  manufacturing  bodies,  who 
mud  be  the  hrft  to  feel,  and  the  lall  to  lament  any 
fmiiter  events  in  the  colonies,  and  who  are  gene- 
rally remarkable  for  a  quick  forefight  and  provident 
fagacity  in  whatever  regards  their  intereft,  fcemed 
now  to  be  funk  in  the  fame  careleifnefs  and  inat- 
tention with  the  refl  of  the  people. 

Several  caufes  concurred  to  produce  this  apparent 
indifFerence.  The  colony  conteits  were  no  longer 
new.  From  the  year  1765,  they  had,  with  but  few, 
and  thofe  fliort  intermifrions,  engaged  the  attention 
of  parliament.  Moil  of  the  topics  on  the  fubjcd 
■^ere  exhaufled,  and  the  vehement  palfions  which 
accompanied  them  had  fubfided.  The  non-impor- 
tation agreement,  (by  divifions  within  the  colonies, 
which,  if  not  caufcd,  were  much  forwarded  by  the 
conceflions  with  regard  to  fcveral  of  the  taxes  laid 
in  1767)  had  broken  up,  before  it  had  produced 
any  fcrious  confequences.  Moil  people  therefore 
flattered  themfelves,  that  as  things  had  appeared  io 
very  frequently  at  the  verge  of  a  rupture,  without 
adually  arriving  at  it,  that  now,  as  formerly,  fomc 
means  would  be  found  for  accommodating  this  dif- 
pute.  At  worft  it  was  conceived,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans v/ould  themfelves  grow  tired.  And  as  an  opi- 
nion was  circulated  with  fome  indudry  and  fuccef ,, 
that  a  countenance  of  rcfolution,  if  perfevered  in 
for  fome  time,  would  certainly  put  an  end  to  the 
conteft,  which  (it  was  faid)  had  been  nourifhed 

wholly 
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wholly  by  former  concellions,  people  were  in  gene- 
ral inclined  to  leave  the  trial  of  the  effe<Els  of  perfe- 
verance  and  refolution,  to  a  miniflry  who  valued 
thcmfelves  on  thofe  qualities.     All  thefe  things  had 
hitherto   indifpofed  the   body  of  the  nation  from 
taking  part  in  the  fanguine  manner  they  had  hitherto 
done  on  other  fubjefts,  and  formerly  on  this.    From 
thcfe  caufes,  adminiftration  being  totally  difengaged 
at  home,  was  at  full  leifure  to  profecute  the  mca- 
fures  which  it  had  defigned  againft  America,  or  to 
adopt  fuch  new  ones,  as   the  oppofition  there  ren- 
dered neceffary  towards  carrying  the  new  laws  into 
execution.     The  times  indeed  were  highly  favour- 
able to  any  purpofc,  which  only  required  the  con- 
currence of  that  parliament,  and  the  acquiefcence 
of  the  people. 

Notwithflanding  thefe  favourable  circumflances 
on  the  one  fide,  and  that  general  indiffereace  which 
prevailed  on  the  other,  it  was  not  totally  forgotten 
by  either,  that  the  time  for  a  general  eledion  wa* 
approaching,  and  that  the  parliament  had  but  one 
fclTion  more  to  compleat  its  allotted  term. 

On  the  meeting  of  this  new  parliament,  Sir  Flet-  Nov.  30. 
cher  Norton,  was,  without  oppofition,    appointed  The  new 
Speaker.     In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,   the  two  Parlia- 
houfes  were  informed,  that  a  moil:  daring  fpirit  of  "^cnt 
refiftance  and  difobedience  to  the  law  ftili  unhappily  ^^^^^' 
prevailed  in  the   province  'of  MaiTachufett's-Bay,  Speech 
and  had,  in  divers  parts  of  it,  broke  forth  in  frefli  from  the 
violences  of  a  very  criminal  nature  ;  that  thefe  pro-  throne, 
ceedings  had  been   countenanced  and  encouraged 
in  others  of  the  colonies,  and  unwarrantable  attempts 
made  to  obilruft  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom, 
by  unlawful  combinations  ;  that  fuch  meafures  had 
been  taken,  and  fuch  orders  given,  as  were  judged 
mod  proper  and  effectual  for  carrying  iiito  execu-. 
tion  the  laws  which  were  paffed  in  the  lafl  feilion  of 
the  late  parliament,  for  the  protedion  and  fccurity 
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1774.  of  commerce,  and  for  reftoring  and  preferving 
^-'^"^^'^^  peace,  order,  and  good  government,  in  the  province 
of  MaiTachufett's-Bay ;  that  they  might  depend 
'  upon  a  firm  and  (ledfaft  refolution  to  withlland 
every  attempt  to  weaken  or  impair  the  fupremc 
authority  of  this  legiflature  over  all  the  dominions 
of  the  crown,  the  maintenance  of  which  was  con- 
fidered  as  eflential  to  the  dignity,  the  fafety,  and 
w^elfare  of  the  Britiih  empire  ;  his  Majefly  being 
afiurcd  of  receiving  their  airiftance  and  fupport 
while  ailing  upon  thefe  principles. 

Addrefs.        An  addrefs,  in  the  ufual  form,  having  been  moved 

for,   an   amendment  v/as  propofed,  on  the  fide  of 

6ppofition,  "  That  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufiy 

Amend-    pleafed  to  communicate  the  whole   intelligence  he 

"^^"^  -  ,    had   received  from  Amerrca  to  the  houfe,  as  well 

P'^°P°  ^  •  ^g  |.|^g  letters,  orders,  and  inftrudions,   upon  that 

bufmefs."     The  propofal   for  this  amendment  was 

produ^iive  of  fome  confiderable  debate,  as  well  as 

debates.   ^^  ^  divifion.     The  minority  was  but  13  to  63  on 

the   divifion.     It  was  rendered   memorable  by  the 

circumftance  of  having  produced  a  proteft,  the  firft 

Protcfl.     y^TQ   remember  to  have  heard  of  Upon  an  addrefs, 

and  that  too  very  (Irong  and  pointed. 

The  anfwer  from  the  throne  to  this  addrefs,  be- 
fides  the  ufual  thanks,  contained  an  afiurance  of 
taking  the  mod:  fpeedy  and  efFeftual  meafures,  for 
enforcing  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority 
of  the  fupreme  legillature  ;  together  with  a  decla- 
ration, that  whenever  any  oi  the  colonies  fhould 
make  a  proper  and  dutiful  application,  his  Majelty 
would  be  ready  to  concur  in  affording  them  every 
jufl  and  reaionablc  indulgence  ;  and  concluded 
with  an  earnell  v/iiTi,  that  this  difpofition  might 
have  an  happy  effedi:  on  their  temper  and  condud. 

This  anfwer  was  accom.panied  with  a  meifage  to 
the  Commons,    in  which  they  were  informed,  that 

as 


Chap.  VI.         Civil  War  //z  A  M  E  R  I  C  A. 

as  it  was    determined,  in  confequence  of  the   ad- 
drefs,  to  take  the  mod  fpeedy  and  efFed:ual    mea- 
fures  for  fupporting  the  juil:  rights  of  the  crown,  Meflage 
and  the   two  houfes  of  parhament,  fome  augmcn-  ^^^^  ^^^ 
tation  to  the  forces  by  fea  and  land  would  be  necef-  \'^^°^'^ 
fary  for  that  purpofe.     This   meflage  was  referred,  au^men- 
as  ufual,  to  the  committee  of  fupply.  tation  of 

the  for-  • 

While  meafures  were  thus  taking  to  apply  a  miii-  ^^^' 
tary  force  to  the  cure  of  the  diforders  in  America, 
other  means  were  thought  necelTary  to  come  in  aid 
of  this    expedient.     The  military  force    might   in- 
deed coerce  and  punifh  the  difobedient,  and  effec- 
tually fupport  the  magillrate  in  cafe  of  infurrection ; 
but  how  to  get  the  body  of  magiflracy  ro  a<5t,    or 
any  fulScient    number  upon  ordinary  occafions  to 
engage  heartily  in  their  caufe,  did  not  appear.    The 
change  in  the  charter  of  Maffachufett's-Bay  had  not 
produced  the  denred  effect.     Even  if  it  fliould,  the 
inferior  raafriilrates  muft  evidently  be  taken  in  the 
country  ;  flieriffs,  conllables,  feleft  men,  grand  and 
petty  juries,  mull  be   aiding  to  the  higher  magift- 
rates,    or  nothing  could  be  done  ;  and  the  idea  of 
having  troops   in  every  pariih  would  be  ridiculous. 
The  coercive  plan   being  therefore  ftill  relied  on,  it 
was  propofed  to  chufe  a  punifhment  fo  univcrfal,  as 
by  the  inconveniences  which  every  man  felt,  would 
intereil  every  man  in  procuring  obedience  and  fub- 
miffion  to  the  late  a«Sl:s  of  parliament.     For  this  rea-  peb.'io 
fon  the  miniiter  m^oved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to    i  ^y^. 
reflrain   the    trade  and  commerce  of  the  provinces  Fifhery 
of   MaiTachufett's-Bay,   and   Ncv/  Hanipihire,   the  biii 
colonies    of  Connedicut  and    Rhode  ifland,    and  brought 
Providence  Plantation,  in  North  America,  to  Great  ^"' 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britilh  illands  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  ;  and  to  prohibit  fuch  provinces  and  colonies 
from  carrying  on  any  hfiiery  on  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, or  other  places  therein  to  be  mentioned, 
under  certain  conditions,  and  for  a  liaiited  time. 

On 
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^nS'  ^^^  ^^  21  of  March,  upon  the  third  reading  of 
^'-'^^'^^  this  bill,  a  motion  was  made  for  an  amendment. 
The  bill  that  the  colonies  of  New-Jerfey,  PenXylvania,  Mary- 
returned,  land,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  ihould  be  in- 
tnth  the  eluded  in  the  fame  reftridions  with  the  New-Eng- 
rnent  to  land  provinces.  On  this  amendment  the  queftion 
the  Com-  being  put,  it  was  carried  by  52  to  21  ;  and  the 
mons.        prohibitions   of  the   bill   confequcntiy  extended  to 

the  five  new  provinces.     The  queftion  was  then  put 

upon  the  bill,  and  carried  by  a  majority  of  73  to  21 ; 

and  it  was  accordingly  returned  to  the  Commons 
Thev  ^^^^  the  amendment ;  but  this  houfe  objeding  to 
objea  J^)  as  caufmg  a  difagreement  between  the  title  and 
to  the  body  of  the  bill,  (which  would  have  caufed  great 
amend-  embarrafTnient  to  the  officers  who  were  to  carry  it 
"^^°^'        into  execution)  a  conference  was    held,    in  a  few 

days  after,  between  the  two  Houfcs,  at  which  the 
Th  b'll  ^^^^^"5  offered  by  the  Commons,  having  appeared 
receives  fatisfaftory,  the  Lords  agreed  in  rejcding  the  amend- 
the  royal  ment ;  and  the  bill  received  the  royal  affent  on  the 
alTent.       30th  of  March. 

Protefl.         This   bill  was  produdive  of  a  proteft   figned  by 
fixteen  lords.     Among  other  fevere  ftridures,  they 
reprefented  it  as  one  of  thofe  unhappy  in\^entions, 
to  which   parliament    is   driven   by  the    difficukies 
that  daily  multiply  upon  them,    from  an  obftinate 
adherence   to   an    unwife    fyftem    of    government. 
They  fay,  that  governmt^nt  which  attempts  to  pre-: 
ferve    its  authority  by  deflroying  the   trade   of  its 
fubjeds,  and  by  involving  the  innocent  and  guilty 
in  a  common  ruin,  if  it  ads  from  a  choice  of  fuch 
means,  confefics  itfelf  unworthy  ;  if  from  inability 
to  find  any  other,  admits  itfelf  wholly  incompetent 
to  the  end  of  its  inititution.    They  fevcrely  cenfure 
the  attempt  made   to   bribe  the  nation  into  an  ac- 
quiefcence   in  this  arbitary  ad,  by  holding  out  ta 
them,  as  a  temptation  for  that  purpofe,  the  fpoils  of 
the  New-England  iifhery  ;  this  they  rcprefcnt  to  be 
a  fcheaae  full  of  v/eakaefi»  and   indecency;  of  in- 
decency. 
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decency,  becaufe  it  maybe  fu{pe«fted  that  the  defire    1775. 
of  the    confifcation  has  created  the   guiit ;  and  of  ^^-^^v-sj 
weaknefs,  becaufe  it  fuppofes,  that  whatever  is  taken 
from  the  colonies,  is  of  courfe  to  be  transferred  to 
ourfelV'Cs. 

The  Fifhery-bill  had  fcarccly  cleared  the  Houfe  Mar.  9th. 
of  Corn^Bons,  when  the  minifter  brought  in  another,  Another 
*'  To  reflrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colo-  Fifhery- 
"  nies  of  Ncw-Jerfey,  Penfyivania,  Maryland,  Vir-  bill, 
ginia,  and  South  Carolina,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and   the  Britifh  iflands    in  the  Well-Indies,  under 
certain    conditions  and  limitations."  As  meafures 
of  this  nature  were  now  familiar,  he  only  thought  it 
neceifary  to  obferve,    that  as  the  fouthern  provinces 
had  acceded  to  the  non-importation  and  non-ex- 
portation agreement,  as  well  as  the  northern,  it  was 
conformable  to  reafon  and  juftice  that  they  fhould 
equally  feel  our   refentment,    and   experience  the 
fame  degree  of  punilliment.     The    matter  of  this 
bill,    being    formerly  difcuifed,    the    debate  at   the 
third  reading  was  not  long,  nor  the  attendance  con- 
fiderable  on  the  part   of  the  minority.     The  bill  a      -.t^ 
paiTed  without  difficulty. 

During  the  paiTmg  of  thefe  two  additional  Ameri- 
can bills,  feveral  conciliatory  ones  were  orlered  by 
Lord  Chatham,  and  other  lords  in  the  minority  ; 
alfo  petitions  from  the  city  of  London  and  feveral 
manufaduring  towns  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland. 

Spme  counter  petitions  were  alfo  received,  calling 
for  an  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  Great-Britain  as 
the  only  means  of  preferving  a  trade  with  the  colo- 
nies, and  afferting  that  the  trade  hitherto  had  furFer- 
ed  none,  or  an  inconhderable  diminution  by  the 
combination  of  the  Americans,  Much  altercation 
arofe  on  the  truth  of  fadts  ailed ged  on  both  fides, 
as  well  as  on  the  manner  of  obtaining  the  iigr.atures, 
and  the  quality  of  thofe  who  hgncd.     The  minori- 
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1774.  ty  infilled,  and  the  mofl  who  figned  thefe  war  peti- 
iions  (as  they  called  them)  were  perfonc  of  none  or  a 
remoter  intereft  in  the  American  trade ;  biitof  thatde- 
fcription  of  warm  and  adive  party-men  commonly 
called  Tories. — To  prove  the  truth  of  the  former 
part  of  their  aifertion,  they  entered  into  feveral  ex- 
minations,  which  produced  many  long  and  hot  de- 
debates. 

The  coercive  plan  for  fubjugating  America  being 
thus  iiniihed,  this  remarkable  felTion  was  clofed  by  a 
fpeech  from  the  Speaker  to  his  Majeily,  (tating  the 
heavinefs  of  the  grants,  (the  Money-bills  which  had 
jufl  received  the  royal  allent)  which  nothing  but  the 
particular  exigencies  of  the  times  could  jullify  in  a 
feafon  of  profound  peace  ;  he,  however,  gave  an 
alfurance,  that  if  the  Americans  fhould  perfift  in 
their  refolutions,  and  the  fword  mull  be  drawn,  his 
faithful  Commons  would  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  maintain  and  fupport  the  fupremacy  of 
this  legiflature,  and  concluded,  that  the  money  now 
raifcd,  fliould  be  faithfully  applied  to  the  purpofes 
for  which  it  was  appropriated. 


May  26. 


In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  the  mod  perfe£l: 
fatisfaclion  in  their  condud,  during  the  courfe  of 
this  important  feffion,  was  exprelfed.  It  was  faid, 
that  they  had  maintained,  with  a  firm  and  iteady 
refolution,  the  rights  of  the  crown  and  the  autho- 
rity of  parliament,  which  fhould  ever  be  confidered 
as  infeparable  ;  that  they  had  proteded  and  pro- 
moted the  commercial  interefcs  of  thefe  kingdoms ; 
and  they  had,  at  the  fame  time,  given  convincing 
proofs  of  their  readinefs  (as  far  as  the  conftitution 
would  allow  them) to  gratify  the  wiihes,  and  remove 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  fubjeds  in  America. 


CHAP. 
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■Stale  of  affairs  i?i  America  during  thejitting  of  ParUa7nent. — 
Continued  fro7n  the  breaking  up  of  the  general  Congrefsy  in 
Ocl.  26,    1774, /(?  the  re-ajfembling  ef  that  bod^  in  May   10, 
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URING  thefe  tranfadions  at  home,  affairs    ^774 


were  every  day  becoming  more  dangerous 
in  America.  Whatever  hefitation  might  before 
have  operated  with  the  timid,  or  principles  of  cau- 
tion and  prudence  with  the  moderate,  they  were  now 
all  removed  by  the  determinations  of  the  general 
congrefs.  Thefe  became  immediately  the  political 
creed  of  the  colonies,  and  a  perfed  compliance 
with  their  refolutions  was  every  where  determined 
upon,  as  foon  as  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people 
could  be  obtained.  The  unanimity  which  prevailed 
throughout  the  continent  was  amazing.  The  fame 
language  was  held  by  town  and  provincial  meetings, 
by  general  affemblies,  by  judges  in  their  charges, 
and  by  grand  juries  in  their  prefentments  ;  and  all 
their  ads  tended  to  the  fame  point.  It  was  a  new 
and  v/onderful  thing  to  fee  the  inhabitants  of  rich 
and  great  commercial  countries,  who  had  acquired 
a  long  eilabliflied  habitual  reiifh  for  the  fuperfluities 
and  luxuries  of  foreign  nations,  all  at  once  determined 
to  abandon  thofe  captivating  allurements,  and  to 
rellrain  themfelves  to  bare  neceflities.  It  was  fcarcely 
an  objed  of  greater  admiration,  that  the  merchant 
fliould  forego  the  advantages  of  commerce,  the 
farmer  fubmit  to  the  lofs  of  the  fale  of  his  products 
and  the  benefits  of  his  indullry,  and  the  feaman, 
with  the  numberlefs  other  perfons  dependant  upon 
trade,  contentedly  refign  the  very  means  of  livelihood, 
and  truii  to  a  precarious  fubfillancc  from  the  public 
fpirit  or  charity  of  the  opulent.  Such  however  was 
the  fpedacie,  which  America  at  that  time,  and  flill 
in  fome  degree,  exhibited  to  the  world. 

B  b  Great 
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Great  hopes  were  however  placed  on  the  fucccfs 
cf  the  petition  from  the  continental  congrefs  to  the 
throne.  Nor  was  it  fuppofed,  that  their  general 
appHcation  to  the  people  of  England  would  have 
been  unprodu6\:ive  of  effe^l.  A  flill'  greater  reliance 
was  not  unreafonably  placed  upon  the  efteQ  which 
.the  unanimity  and  determinations  of  the  congrefs 
would  produce,  in  influencing  the  pubhc  opinions 
and  meafures  at  home. 

Thefe  hopes  and  opinions  had  for  a  time  a  con- 
fiderable  eifed  in  reltraining  thofe  violences  which 
afterwards  took  place.  But  however  well  they 
might  feem  to  be  founded,  and  however  general 
their  operation,  the  principal  leaders,  and  mod  ex- 
perienced men,  did  not  appear  to  build  much  upon 
them,  and  accordingly  made  fomc  preparations  for 
Warlike  the  worfl  that  might  happen.  The  Southern  colo- 
prepara*  nics  began  to  arm  as  well  as  the  Northern,  and  to 
train  and  exercife  their  militia  ;  and  as  foon  as  ad- 
vice was  received  of  the  proclam^ation  iifued  in 
England  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms  and 
ammunition  to  America,  meafures  were  fpeedily 
taken  to  remedy  the  defeat.  For  this  purpofe,  and 
to  render  themfelves  as  independent  as  poiTible  of 
foreigners  for  the  fupply  of  thofe  eifential  articles, 
mills  were  ereded,  and  manufactories  formed  both 
in  Philadelphia  and  Virginia,  for  the  making  of 
gunpowder,  and  encouragement  given  in  all  the 
colonies  for  the  fabrication  of  arms  of  every  fort. 
Great  difficulties  however  attended  thefe  begin- 
nings ;  and  the  fupply  of  powder,  both  from  the 
home  manufacture  and  the  importation,  was  for  a 
long  time  fcanty  and  precarious. 

The  Governor's  proclamation  againll  the  pro* 
vlncial  congrefs  in  Maifachufett*s  Bay,  had  not  the 
fmallefl  effed,  cither  upon  the  proceedings  of  that 
affembly,  or  the  conduct  of  the  people,  who  paid 
an.  implicit  obedience  to  its  determinations.     Aa 

ex- 
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exprefles  continually  paficd  between  that  body  and  1774. 
the  general  congrefs,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained,  v-or>^ 
that  its  meafures  were  regulated  by  their  opinion. 
The  critical  fituation  of  the  capital  was  an  objei^ 
of  much  confideration ;  nor  was  it  eafy  to  deter- 
mine in  what  manner  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  prevent  its  becoming  a  fore 
thorn  in  the  fide  of  the  province,  if  matters  fhould 
proceed  to  extremity.  From  its  natural  advantages 
of  fituation,  with  the  works  thrown  up  on  the  Neck, 
Boiton  was  already  become  a  very  flrong  hold  ; 
and  was  capable,  with  little  difficulty,  of  being  ren- 
dered a  place  of  fuch  ftrength,  as,  under  the  pro- 
tcftion  of  a  navy,  would  leave  but  little  hope  of  its  ' 

being  ever  reduced.  From  the  fame  caufes  k  was 
liable  to  be  converted,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Go- 
vernor, into  a  fecure  prifon  for  the  inhabitants, 
who  would  thereby  become  hoilages  for  the  con- 
dud:  of  the  province  at  large. 

Different  propofals  were  faid  to  be  made  to  pre- 
vent or  rem.edy  thefe  evils.  One  was,  fimply,  to 
remove  the  inhabitants  ;  another  to  fet  a  valuation 
upon  their  edates,  burn  the  town,  and  reimburfe 
them  for  their  iolTes.  Both  thefe  fchemes  were 
found  to  be  clogged  with  fo  many  difficulties  as  - 
rendered  them  impra6tic#ble.  Force  was  the  only 
expedient  which  could  be  applied  with  fuccefs  ; 
but  they  did  not  as  yet  feem  difpofed  to  proceed  to 
that  extremity.  In  the  mean  time,  numbers  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  quitted  the  town,  under  th^ 
real  or  pretended  apprehenfion  of  immediate  vio- 
lence from  the  troops,  or  of  being  kidnapped  and 
fent  to  England,  to  ftand  trial  for  fuppofed  offences. 

The  provincial  congrefs,  having  done  all  the 
bufmefs  that  was  thought  proper  or  neceifary  for 
the  prefent,  dilTolved  themfelves  towards  the  end 
of  November,  having  firll:  appointed  another  meet- 
ing to  be  held  in  the  enfuing  month  of  Februarv. 

This 


1 88]  neUlSTOKt  of  the  Chap.  VIL 

1774.  This  celTation  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the  friends 
V'V^  of  government,  or  loyalills,  as  they  now  called 
tnerTiielves,  to  fhew  themfelves  in  a  few  places  ; 
to  try  their  flrcngth  and  numbers,  and  to  endea- 
vour i'j  refill  the  general  current.  Some  affocia- 
tions  for  mutual  defence  were  accordingly  formed, 
and  a  refufal  was  made,  in  a  few  towns,  to  comply 
"with  the  rcfolutions  of  the  provmcial  congrefs  ;  but 
the  c^^ntrary  fpirit  was  io  prevaiknt,  that  thofe 
attempts  were  foon  quelled.  The  diffentients  were 
overwhelmed  by  numbers.  All  thefe  attempts 
came  to  nothi;ig. 


Ordnance  As  foon  as  an  account  was  received  at  Rhode 
^ized  in  Ifland,  of  the  piohibition  on  the  exportation  of 
Ifla^d^  military  (lores  from  Great-Britain,  the  people  feized 
upon  and  removed  all  the  ordnance  belonging  to 
the  crown  in  that  province,  which  lay  upon  fomc 
batteries  that  defended  one  of  the  harbours,  and 
amounted  to  above  forty  pieces  of  cannon  of  dif- 
ferent fiz'es.  A  captain  of  a  man  of  war,  having 
waited  upon  the  governor  to  enquire  into  the  mean- 
ing of  this  procedure,  was  informed,^,  with  great 
ffanknefs,  that  the  people  had  feized  the  cannon  to 
prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  king's 
forces  ;  and  that  they  meant  to  make  ufe  of  them 
to  defend  themfelves  againll  any  power  that  fliould 
offer  to  molell  them.  The  affembly  of  that  ifland 
alfo  paffed  rcfolutions  for  the  procuring  of  arms 
and  military  (lores j  by  every  means,  and  from  every 
quarter  in  which  they  could  be  obtained,  as  well  as 
for  training  and  arming  the  inhabitants. 

The  province  of  Nev/  Hampfhire  had  hitherto 
preserved  a  greater  degree  of  moderation  than  any 
other  of  the  New  England  governments.  As  foon, 
however,  as  intelligence  arrived  of  the  tranfaftions 
at  Rhode  Ifland,  widi  a  copy  of  their  rcfolutions, 
and  of  the  royal  proclamation  which  gave  rife  to 
them,  a  fimilar  fpirit  operated  upon   that  people. 

A 
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A  body  of  men   accordingly  affembled  in  arms,    1774. 
and  marched  to  the  attack  of  a  fiiiall  fort,  called    ^^-^"vx.^ 
Wiliiam  and  Mary,  confiderable  only  for  being  the  "\^°^ 
obJ€(fi  of  the  f.ril  movement  in  the  province.    This  ^^tyder 
was  eafily  taken,  and  fupplied  them  v/ith  a  quantity  feized  in 
of  powder,  by  which  they  were  enabled  to  put  New 
themfelves  into  a  Hate  of  defeace.  Hamp- 

fiiire. 

No  other  ads  of  extraordinary  violence  took  pl?.ce 
during  the  winter.  A  firm  determination  of  refift- 
ance,  was,  however,  univerfally  fpread,  and  grew 
the  {Iron per  by  the  arrival  of  the  King's  Ibeech,  and 
the  addrenes  of  the  new  parliament;  which  feemed, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Americans,  nearly  to  cut  oil' 
all  hopes  of  reconciliation.  It  is  remarkable  that 
ail  the  ads  and  public  declarations,  which  here  were 
recom^mcnded  as  the  means  of  pacifying,  by  inti- 
midating that  people,  conflantly  produced  the  con- 
trary clFed.  The  more  clearly  a  determination  was 
fhewn  to  enforce  an  high  authority,  the  more  ftre- 
nuoufly  the  colonifts  feemed  determ.ined  to  rcfiil  it. 
The  allembly  of  Penfylvania,  which  met  by  adjourn- 
ment towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  vv^as  the  firfl 
legal  convention  wliich  una-nimoufiy  approved  of 
and  ratified  all  the  acls  of  tjie  general  congrefs,  and 
-appointed  delegates  to  repreient  them  in  the  nev/ 
congrefs,  which  Vv-as  to  be  held  in  the  enfuing  month 
of  May. 

The  proceedings    v^ere  fimilar    in  other  places,  Refoluti- 
whether  tranfafted  by  the  alTemblies,  or  by  provin-  onsofthe 
cial  conventions  of  deputies.     The  convention   of  ^°  C-  ^p- 
Maryland    appointed  a  fum.  of  money  for    the  pur-  ?^^^,^'^^^ 
chafe  of  arms  and  ammunition.     A  provincial  con-  ent places 
vention,  which  was  held   at  Philadelphia  in  the  lat- 
ter  end  of  January,  paiTed  a  number  of  refolutions 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  mxOii:  neceilary  manu- 
faclurcs    within    themfelves ;  among    which,    fait, 
gunpowder,   faltpetre,  and  fieel,    v/ere  particularly 
recommerided.     They  alfo   pafTed   a  resolution,   in 

which 
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which  they  declared  it  to  be  their  mofl  earned:  wifh 
and  defire  to  fee  harmony  reftored  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  colonies  ;  and.  that  they  would 
exert  their  utmoll  endeavours  for  the  attainment  of 
that  i-fiofl  defirable  object.  But  that  if  the  humble 
and  loyal  petition  of  the  congrefs  to  his  Majefty 
ihould  be  difregarded,  and  the  Britllh  adminidra- 
tion,  inftead  of  redreiTmg  their  grievances  fhould 
determine  by  force  to  effed  a  fubmiiTion  to  the  late 
arbitrary  afts  of  parliament,  in  fuch  a  fituation  they 
hold  it  their  indifpenfable  duty  to  refift  fuch  force, 
and  at  every  hazard  to  defed  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  America. 

Reieaed  ^^^  aiTembly  of  New- York,  which  met  in  the 
at  "New-  beginning  of  the  year,  was,  however,  a  fingle  ex- 
York,  ception  to  the  reft  of  the  continent.  In  this  adem- 
bly,  after  very  confiderable  debates  upoil  the  quef- 
tion  of  acceding  to  the  refolutions  of  the  general 
congrefs,  it  was  rejefted  upon  a  divifion,  though  by 
ci  very  fmall  majority.  They  afterwards  proceeded 
to  flat^  the  public  grievances,  with  an  intention  of 
laying  them  before  the  king  and  parliament ;  a 
mode  of  application  in  which  they  w^crc  much  en- 
couraged by  the  lieutenant-governor,  and  from 
w^hich  they  prcfaged  the  happieft  effe£^s,  flattering 
themfelves,  that  when  ail  other  means  had  failed  of 
fuccefs,  they  (hould  have  the  lafting  honour  of 
procuring  a  thorough  reconciliation  between  the 
mother-country  and  the  colonies  :  a  hope,  however 
irultlefs,  which  probably 'had  a  great  effect  in  their 
late  determination.  It  was  alfo  laid,  that  this  me- 
thod had  been  fuggefted  to  them  from  authority  in 
England.  They  accordingly  drew  up  that  petition 
to  the  king,  memorial  to  the  lords,  and  reprefen- 
tation  and  remonftrance  to  the  commons,  the  in- 
eflicacy  of  which  wx  have  already  fcen. 

Feb.  lit.        ^i*^e  new  provincial  congrefs,  which  met  at  Cam- 
bridge, in  Maiiachufett's-Bay,   did  not  deviate  from 

the 
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the  line  which  had  been   chalked  out  by  their  pre-    1774- 
deceflbrs.     Among  other  relolutions  they  publiihed 
one,  to  inform  the  people,  that  from  the  prefent  dif- 
pofition    of  the    Britilh    miniftry  and    parliament,  JJ^^ 
there  was  real  caufe  to  fear,  that  the  rcafonable  and  provincial 
jufl  applications  of  that  continent  to  Great-Britain  Congrels 
for  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety,    would  not  meet  with  ^"  Maffa- 
a  favourable  reception  ;  but,  on  ttie  contrary,  from  ^  "  ^    * 
the  large  reinforcement    of  troops  expected  in  that 
colony,    the  tenor  of  intelligence    from  Great-Bri- 
tain,  and  general  appearances,  they  have  reafon  to 
apprehend,  that  the  fudden  deilruction  of  that  colo- 
fly  in  particular  was  intended,  for  refuung,  with  the 
other  American  colonies,  tamely  to  fubmit  to,  what 
they  termed,  the  molt  ignominious  flavery. 

They  therefore  urged,  in  the  flrongeft  terms,  the 
militia  in  general,  and  the  minute  men  in  particu- 
lar, to  fpare  neither  time,  pains,  nor  expence,  at  fo 
critical  a  jund;ure,  in  perfecting  themfelves  forth- 
with in  military  difcipline.  They  pailed  other  re- 
folutions  for  the  providing  and  making  of  fire  arms 
and  bayonets  ;  and  renewed  more  flriclly  the  pro- 
Jiibition  of  their  predeceifors,  againll  fupplying  the 
troops  at  Boflon  with  any  of  thofe  neceijaries  which 
are  peculiarly  requifite  for  the  military  fcrvice  ;  the 
markets  at  Bofton  being  {till  open  to  the  fupply  of 
provifions.  As  wc  have  made  ufe  of  a  term  which 
lias  hitherto  been  unknown  in  mUitary  tranfa£tions, 
it  may  require  fome  explanation.  By  minute  7ne?i 
are  to  be  underdood  a  felecl  number  of  militia, 
who  undertake  to  hold  themfelves  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  and  at  the  Ihortcifc  notice,  in  readinefs  for  actual 
fervice.  By  their  alertnefs  they  have  fmce  (hewn  , 
that  the  name  was  not  mifapplied. 

A  circular  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
the  American  department,  forbidding,  in  the  King's 
name,  and  under  pain  of  his  difplcafure,  the  elec  - 
tion  of  deputies  for  the  enfuing  general  congrefs, 

•    •         was 
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1774.    was  productive  of  no  manner   of  eiTed  ;  the  elec- 
'^y^'T^u    lions  every  where  took  place,  even  in  the  province 

of  New- York,   notwithftandmg   the  late  rcfolution 

in  their  alfemblv* 

Things  continued  very  quiet  at  Boflon.  To 
which  the  injun£lions  of  the  different  congrefTes 
perhaps  contributed  as  much,  as  the  iliips  of  war 
that  crowded  the  harbour,  or  the  force  that  was 
Rationed  in  the  town.  The  calm  was  however  pre- 
carious axid  fallacious  on  both  fides.  Combuftible 
matter  had  been  gathered  in  abundance.  More 
was  in  preparation,  and  the  leaft  fpark  was  likely  to 
kindle  a  general  conflagration. 

Feb.   26.       Governor  Gage  having  received  Intelligence  that 
^      ,      fomc  brafs  cannon  were  depofited  in  the  town  of 
ments,  '    Salem,  fent  a  detachment  of  troops  under  the  com- 
fcntto       mand  of  a  field   ofEccr,    onboard  a  tranfport,   in, 
ftrize  on     order   to   feize  upon  and  bring  them  to  Boflon* 
fome         'pi-^g  troops  having  landed  at  Marblehead,  proceed- 
Salem   ^    ^^  ^^  Salem,  where  they  w^ere   difappointed    as  to 
finding  the  cannon  ;  but  having  fome  reafon  to  ima- 
gine' they  had  been  only  removed  that  morning  in 
confequence  of  their  approach,  it  induced  them  to 
march   further  into    the  country  in  hopes  of  over- 
taking them.     In  this  purfuit  they  arrived  at  a  draw- 
bridge over  a  fniall  river,  where  a  number   of  the 
country  people  w'erc   afiembled,   and  thofe  on  the 
oppofite   fide   had   taken  up  the  bridge  to  prevent 
Difpute     their  paiTage.     The   commanding   officer   ordered 
at  a  draw  the  bridge  to  be  let  down,  which  the  people  peremp- 
bnuge.      torily  rcfufed,  faying,  that  it  was  a  private  road,  and 
that  he  had  no    authority  to  demand  a  pafTage  that 
way.     For  to  the  lafl  mom^ent  the  language  of  peace 
was    prefervcd,  and  until   the  fword  was  decifively 
drav/n,  ail  refinance  was  carried  on  upon  fome  legal 
ground.     Upon  this  refufal,»the  officer  determined 
to  make  ufe  of  a  boat,  thereby  to  gain  poireiTion  of 
^le  bridge  \  but  the  country  people  perceiving  his 

iu- 
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intention,  feveral  of  them  jumped  into  the  boat 
with  axes,  and  cut  holes  thro'  her  bottom,  which 
occafioned  fome  fcuiHe  between  them  and  the  fol- 
xliers  in  and  about  the  boat.  Things  were  now 
tending  to  extremities,  as  the  commander  feemed 
determined  to  force  his  pafTage,  and  the  others  as 
refokitely  bent  to  prevent  it.  In  this  fituation,  a 
neighbouring  clergyman,  who  had  attended  the 
whole  tranfadion,  remond rated  with  the  lieutenant- 
colonel^  upon  the  fatal  confequences  which  would 
inevitably  attend  his  making  ufe  of  force.  And 
finding  that  the  point  of  military  honour,  v/ith  re- 
fpecl  to  making  good  his  paiTage,  was  the  principal 
obje<!^  with  that  gentlemen,  it  being  then  too  late 
in  the  evening  to  profecute  his  original  defign,  he 
prevailed  upon  the  people  to  let  down  the  bridge^ 
which  the  troops  took  poifefTion  of;  and  the  colo- 
nel having  pulhed  a  detachment  a  little  way  into 
the  country,  in  exercife  of  the  right  which  he  aiTum- 
ed,  they  immediately  after  returned,  without  mo- 
leftation,  on  board  the  tranfport.  Thus  ended  this 
firfl  expedition,  without  effeft,  and  happily  without 
mifchief.  Enough  appeared  to  ilicw  upon  v/hat  a 
{lender  thread  the  peace  of  the  empire  hung  ;  and 
that  the  lead  exertion  of  the  military  would  cer- 
tainly bring  things  to  extremities.  The  people, 
fmce  the  ads  for  calling  away  their  charter,  and 
for  proteding  the  foldiery  from  any  trial  in  the 
province,  confidered  thcmieives  as  put  under  mili- 
tary government.  Every  motion  of  that  body  be- 
came fufpedled,  and  was  in  their  eyes  un  exertion  of 
the  moll  odious  and  moft  dreadful  tyranny. 

This  appearance  of  refinance  feems,  on  the  other 
fide,  to  have  greatly  irritated  the  military,  for  jfrom 
this  time  they  appear  to  have  lived  upon  worfe 
terms  with  the  inhabitants  of  Boilon  than  they  had 
hitherto  done  ;  fome  general  and  wanton  infults,  as 
well  as  particular  outrages  having  been  complained 
of.     But  the  crifis  was  now  fafl  approaching,  in' 

C  c  which 
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ijj^*   which  all  her  leffer  evils  and  calamities  were  to  be 
*^>'^'^^   loft  and  forgotten  in  the  contemplation  of  thofe  of  a 
great  and  ferious  nature. 


Affair  at  The  Provincials  having  collected  a  confiderable 
Lexmg-  quantity  of  military  ftorcs  at  the  town  of  Concord, 
c"  ^'^'d  ^'^'^^^  ^^^  provincial  congrefs  was  alfo  held,  Gen. 
Gage  thought  it  expedient  to  detach  the  grenadiers 
and  light  infantry  of  the  army,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Smith,  and  major  Pitcairn  of 
the  marines,  in  order  to  deftfoy  them.  It  is  faid 
and  believed,  that  this  expedition  had  another  object 
in  view,  which  was  to  feize  on  the  perfons  of  Mefirs. 
Hancock  and  Adams,  thofe  great  and  obnoxious 
leaders  of  the  faction  which  oppofed  the  new  fyftem 
of  government.  The  detachment,  which  was  fup- 
Apr.  1 8.  pQfej  to  confift  of  about  900  men,  embarked  at 
Bollon  on  the  Qight  preceding  the  1 9th  of  April, 
and  having  gone  a  little  way  up  Charles  river, 
landed  at  a  place  called  Phipps's  Farm,  from  whence 
they  proceeded  with  great  filence  and  expedition 
towards  Concord.  Several  officers  on  horfe  back 
in  the  mean  time  fcoured  the  roads,  and  fecured 
fuch  country  people  as  they  chanced  to  meet  wdth 
at  that  early  time.  Notwithftanding  thefe  precau- 
tions, they  difcovered,  by  the  firing  of  guns  and 
the  ringing  of  bells,  that  the  country  was  alarmed, 
and  the  people  adually  began  to  aflemble  in  the 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages  before  day-light. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  Lexington,  about  five  in 
the  morning,  they  found  the  company  of  militia, 
belonging  to  that  town,  aHembled  on  a  green  near 
the  road ;  upon  which  an  officer  in  the  van  called 
out,  Difperfe^  you  rebels :  throw  down  your  artns, 
and  difperfe  :  the  foldiers  at  the  fame  time  running 
up  wdth  loud  huzzas,  fome  fcattcring  fhots  were  firft 
fired,  and  immediately  fucceeded  by  a  general  dif- 
charge,  by  which  eight  of  the  militia  were  killed 
and  feveral  wounded. 

Thus 
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Thus  was  the  Rrfl  blood  drawn  in  this  unhappy 
civil  conteil:.  Great  pains  v/ere  taken  on  each  fide 
to  ihew  the  other  to  have  been  the  aggreflbr  upon 
this  occafion.  A  matter  of  little  coniequence,  in  a 
political  view,  as  things  were  now  too  far  advanced 
to  leave  rooai  for  a  propable  hope  of  any  other 
than  fuch  a  final  iifue.  \\  waa  faid  in  the  Gazette, 
that  the  troops  were  firft  fired  upon  from  fome 
neighbouring  houfes.  There  is  fome  obfcurity  in 
this  bufmefs,  for  it  appears,  from  the  general  tenor 
of  the  evidence,  as  well  as  of  fome  of  our  own  people 
who  were  taken  prifoners,  as  of  a  great  number  of 
the  provincials,  all  whofe  depofiticns  were  regularly 
taken  and  attcfled  by  proper  magiflrates,  that  the 
firing  both  at  Lexington  and  Concord  was  com- 
menced by  the  troops.  Indeed  it  feem.s  evident, 
that  a  fnigle  company  of  militia,  (landing,  as  it  may 
be  faid  under  the  muzzles  of  our  foldiers  guns, 
would  have  been  fufHcient  pledges  to  prevent  any 
outrage  from  their  friends  and  neighbours  in  the 
adjoining  houfes. 

After  this  execution,  the  detachment  proceeded 
to  Concord,  the  commanding  officer  having  pre- 
vioully  difpatched  fix  companies  of  light  infantry  to 
poifefs  two  bridges  v/hich  lay  at  fome  didance  be- 
yond the  town,  probably  with  a  view  of  preventing 
any  of  the  fhores  from  being  carried  off  that  way ; 
or,  if  he  had  orders  about  the  feizure  of  perfons, 
to  prevent  the  efcape  of  thofe  whom  it  was  his  ob- 
jed:  to  fecure.  A  body  of  militia  who  occupied  a 
hill  in  the  way,  retired  at  the  approach  of  the  troops, 
and  paiTed  over  one  of  thofe  bridges,  which  was 
immediately  after  taken  pofl'effion  of  by  the  light 
infantry.  The  m.ain  body  having  arrived  at  the  town, 
proceeded  to  execute  their  commiiTion,  by  render- 
ing three  pieces  of  iron  cannon  unferviceable,  de- 
flroying  fome  guns  and  other  carriages,  and  throwing 
feveral  barrels  of  flour,  gunpowder,  and  muilvct  ball 
into  the  river.     In  the  mean  time,  the  militia  which 

retired 
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lyjS*  retired  from  the  hill,  feeing  feveral  fires  in  the  town 
^^^^r^-  which  they  apprehended  to  be  of  houfes  in  flames, 
returned  towards  the  bridge  which  they  had  lately 
paUtd,  and  which  lay  in  their  way  thither.  Upon 
this  movement,  the  light  infantry  retired  on  the 
Concord  ndc  of  the  riv^r,  and  began  to  pull  up  the 
bridge  ;  but  upon  the  near  approach  of  the  militia, 
(who  feemed  Itudloufly  to  have  avoided  all  appear- 
ance of  beginning  the  attack,  and  made  as  if  they 
only  wanted  to  pafs  as  common  travellers)  the  fol- 
diers  immediately  hred,  and  killed  two  men.  The 
provincials  returned  the  fire,  and  a  fkirmiih  enfued 
at  the  bridge,  in  which  the  former  feem  to  have 
been  under  fome  difadvantage,  and  were  forced  to 
retreat,  having  feveral  men  killed  and  wounded, 
and  a  iieu,tenant  and  fome  others  taken. 

Province  About  this  time  the  country  rofe  upon  them. 
The  troops  were  attaci^yed  on  all  quarters  ;  ikirmilli 
fucceeded  upon  fkirniifli ;  and  a  continued,  thougli 
fcatterhig  and  irregular  lire,  was  fupported  ihrough 
the  whole  of  a  long  and  very  hot  day.  In  the  m-:irch 
baclv  of  nx  miles  to  Lexington,  the  troops  w^re 
exceedingly  annoyed,  not  only  by  the  purfuers,  but 
by  the  iire  from  houies,  wails,  and  other  coverts, 
all  of  which  were  filled  or  lined  with  armed  men. 


me;  in 
arms. 


tachment 


L.  Per-  It  happened  fortunately,  that  General  Gage,  ap- 
cj'T.  de-  prehenlive  of  the  danger  of  the  fervice,  had  de- 
tached Lord  Percy  early  in  the  morning  with  16 
companies  of  foot,  a  detachment  of  marines,  and 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  to  fupport  Colonel  Smith's 
detachment,  and  that  they  were  arrived  at  Lexing- 
ton, by  the  time  the  others  had  returned  from  Con- 
cord. This  circumftance  was  the  more  fortunate, 
as  it  is  reported  the  firfl;  detachment  had  by  that 
time  expended  all  their  ammunition  ;  but  if  that 
even  had  not  been  the  cafe,  it  fcarccly  feems  pof- 
jQble  that  they  could  have  efcaped  being  cut  off  or 
taken  in  the  long  iubfequent  retreat  of  fifteen  miles. 

This 
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This  powerful  fupport,  efpeciaiiy  the  cannon, 
afforded  a  breathing-time  to  the  firit  detachment  at 
Lexington,  which  they  already  much  wanted.  The 
field  pieces  obliged  the  provincials'  to  keep  their 
diftance.  But  as  fdon  as  the  troops  refumed  their 
march,  the  attacks,  as  the  country  people  became 
more  numerous,  grew  in  proportion  more  violent, 
and  the  danger  was  continually  augmenting,  until 
tliey  arrived  about  fun-fet  at  Charieflown  ;  from 
whence  they  palTed  over  dirediy  to  Boflon,  under 
the  protetiiion  (as  the  provincials  lay)  of  the  guns 
of  the  Somerfet  man  of  Vv'ar  ;  the  troops  being  en- 
tirely fpent  and  worn  down,  by  the  exceffive  fatigues 
they  had  undergone.  They  had  marched  that  day 
near  35 -miles. 

The  lofs  vv^as  not  fo  great  on  cither  fide,  as  the  T,ors  oa 
length,  irregularity,  and  variety  oi  the  engagement  both 
might  feem  to  indicate  ;  which  may  be  attributed  ^^^-s* 
to  the  provincials  not  being  at  hril  powerful  in  num- 
ber, and  to  their  behig  afterwards  kept  at  fome 
diftance  by  the  field  pieces.  The  king's  troops,  as 
may  be  expeded,  were  the  greater  fulierers,  havin?" 
loif  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoncrs,  273  men, 
of  which  6^  were  killed,  2  lieutenants,  and  above 
20  private  men  taken  prifoners,  and  Colonel  Smith, 
with  another  lieutenant-colonel  and  leveral  ofEcers, 
wounded.  By  the  provincial  accounts,  which  gives 
the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  thofe  who  fell  on 
their  fide,  their  loiis  in  killed  and  wounded  (in- 
cluding thofe  who  fell  by  the  firil  lire  in  the  morn- 
ing at  Lexington)  amounted  only  to  about  fixty, 
of  which  near  two  thirds  were  killed. 

By  the  neareft  calculation  that  can  be  made, 
there  were  from  1800  to  2000  or  the  beft  troops  in 
the  fervice  (being  about  half  the  force  that  was  then 
flationed  at  Bofton)  employed  upon  this  expedition. 
The  event  fufficiently  fhewed  hov^'  ill-informed  thofe 
were  who  had  fo  often  allerted  at  home,  that  a  regi- 
ment or  two  eouid  force  their  way  tinough  any  part 

of 
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I  jy^.   oi  the  continent,   and  that  the  very  fight  of  a  grena- 
^^y^-r^  dier's  cap,  would  be  fuliicient  to  put  an  Americaa 

army  to  flight. 

Upon  this  occafion,  each  fide  charged  the  other 
with  the  mod  inhuman  cruelties.  Civil  wars  pro- 
duce many  luch  charges  ;  but  w^e  have  good  rea-. 
fon,  and  lome  authority  for  believing,  that  thefe 
accounts,  if  at  all  true  on  either  fide,  Avere  mucli 
exaggerated.  On  one  fide,  it  is  certain,  that  an 
officer  and  fome  of  the  foidiers  who  were  wounded 
and  prifoners,  gave  public  teftimonials  of  the  hu- 
manity with  v/hich  they  were  treated  ;  and  that  the 
provincial  commanders  lent  an  offer  to  General 
Gage,  to  admit  his  furgeons  to  come  and  drefs  the 
wounded. 

Although  on  the  other  fide,  the  regulars  were 
charged  with  killing  the  old,  the  infirm,  the  un- 
armed, and  the  v/ounded,  without  mercy  ;  wdth 
burning  feverai  houfes,  and  plundering  every  thing 
that  came  in  their  way  ;  we  have  had  too  conlf  ant 
and  uniform  an  experience  of  the  honour  of  our 
officers,  and  the  humanity  of  our  foidiers,  not  to 
confider  this  account  as  equally. exaggerated. 

Boftoi^  This  affair  im.mediately  called  up  the  whole  pro- 

iHvePced    vincc  in  arms  ;  and  though  a  fufficient  number 
nu.^b^^^    were  fpeedily  affembled  effedually   to   invefl  the 
of  the       king's  troops  in  Bofton,  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
militia,      the  crowds  who  were  hafiily  marciiing  from  diffe- 
rent parts,   could   be  prevailed  upon  to  return  to 
their  refpeclive  homes.     The  body  of  militia  which 
furrounded  Bofton,  amounted,  as  it  was  faid,  to 
above  20,000   men,    under  the  command  of  the 
Colonels  Ward,  Pribble,  Heath,  Prefcot,  and  Tho- 
mas, who  for  the   prefent  a<3:ed  as  generals,  and 
having   fixed  their  head   quarters   at  Cambridge, 
formed  a  line  of  encampment,  the  right  w^ing  of 
which  extended  from  that  town  to  Roxbury,  and 
the  left  to  Myflick,  the  dillance  between  the  points 

being 
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being  about  thirty  miles.    This  line  they  flrengtheri-    1 775. 
ed  with  artillery.     They  were  fpeedily  joined  by   ^^>"*^^~^ 
Colonel  Putnam,  an  old  and  brave  provincial  offi- 
cer, who  had  acquired  experience  and  reputation 
in  the  two  lail  wars.     He  encamped  with  a  large 
detachment  of  Connefticut  troops  in  luch  a  polition, 
as  to  be  readily  able  to  fupport  thofe  who  were  be- 
fore the  town. 

In  the  mean  time  the  provincial  congrefs,  which  Provln- 
was  now  removed  to  Watertov/n,  drew  up  an  ad-  cial  cou- 
drefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,   in  which  S^^^^^^^^ 
tliey  Hated  the  moll  material  particulars,   relative  ^j^Jp^^_ 
to  the  late  engagement,  and  took  pains  to  (hew,  pi^  of  G. 
that  hortilities  were  firll  commenced,  and  blood  Britain, 
drawn,  both  at  Lexington  and  Concord  by  the  regu- 
lars.    They  complain  of  the  ravages  committed  by 
them  in  their  retreat ;  place  much  dependence  on 
the  honour,  wifdom,  and  valour  of  Britons,  from 
which  they  hope  their  interference   in  preventing 
the  profecution  of  meafures,  which,  they  reprefent, 
as  equally  ruinous  to  the   mother  country  and  the 
colonies ;   they  make  great  profeilions  of  loyalty  ; 
but  declare,  that  they  will  not  tamely  fubmit  to  the 
perfecution  and  tyranny  of  a  cruel  miniflry,  and 
(appealing  to  Heaven  for  the  juflice  of  their  caufe) 
that  they  are  determined  to  die  or  h^frev. 

The  provincial  congrefs  alfo  paiTed   a  vote  for  Meafures 
the  array  and  fupport  of  an  army  ;  fixed  the  pay  purfued 
of  the  officers  and  foldiers,  and  publilhed  rules  and  ^^^  ^^^ 
orders  for  its  regulation  and  government.     To  pro-  ^J"^^^^" 
vide    for    the    military    expence,     they  palTed    a  ^f  an  ar- 
vote  for  the  iffuing  of  a  confiderablc  fum  in  paper  my. 
currency,  which  w^as    to  be  received  in  all  cafes  as 
money,  and  the  faith  of  the  province  pledged  for 
its    payment.     As   the   term   for  which  they  were 
chofen  was    to   expire  on  the   30th  of  May,   they 
gave  notice  for  the  eleci:i9n  of  a  new  congrefs,  to 
meet  on  the   31(1  of  that  month  at  the  fame  place, 
and  to     be    continued  for  fix    months,  and  no 

longer. 


soo]  Vje  HIS  T  O  R  Y  ^/  the  Chap.  VII. 

1775,  longer.  They  alfo  paiTed  a  refolutlon,  that  General 
May,  ^\\\  Gage  had,  by  the  late  tranfadions,  and  many  other 
^^^^■^  means,  utterly  difqualified  himlelf  from  ferving  that 
the^o^-  colony  as  a  governor,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  and 
cers  and  ^^^^^  therefore  no  obedience  was  in  future  due  to 
fold^ers  him  ;  but  that  on  the  contrary  he  ought  to  be 
fixed,  &c.  conhdered  and  guarded  againft,  as  an  unnatural 
and  inveterate  enemy  to  the  country. 

The  affair  at  Lexington  (though  fome  fuch  event 
mull  have  been  long  forefccn  and  expeded)  ex- 
cited the  greatefl  indignation  in  the  other  colonies, 
and  they  prepared  for  war  with  as  much  eagernefs 
and  difpatch  as  if  an  enemy  had  already  appeared 
at  each  of  their  doors.  The  bravery  ihewn  by  the 
mihtia  in  this  their  hrfl  effay,  and  the  fuppofed 
advantages  they  had  obtained  over  the  regulars, 
were  matters  of  great  exultation  ;  while  thole  who 
fell  in  the  action  were  regretted  with  the  deeped 
concern,  and  honoured,  not  only  as  patriots,  but  as 
martyrs,  who  had  died  bravely  in  the  caufe  of  their 
country.  The  outrages  and  cruelties  charged  upon 
the  king's  forces,  however  unjuftly  founded,  pro- 
duced a  great  effed,  and  increafed  the  public 
fever. 

In  fome  places  the  magazines  were  fcized,  and 
in  New-Jeriey  the  treafury  ;  a  confiderable  fum 
of  money  in  w4iich  was  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  troops  they  were  raifmg.  At  the 
fame  time,  without  waiting  for  any  concert  or 
advice,  a  flop  was  almofl  every  where  put  to  the 
exportation  of  provifions  ;  and  in  fome  places  all 
exportation  was  flopt,  till  the  opinion  of  the  general 
congrefs  upon  that  fubjed  was  known.  Lord 
North's  conciliatory  plan,  or  the  refolution  founded 
upon  itjW^as  totally  rejected  by  the  affemblies  of  Pcnfyl- 
vania  andNew  Jcrfey ;  nor  was  it  received  any  where. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  governor  and  forces  at 
Boilon,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants,  continued  clcfely 

blocked 
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blocked  up  by  land ;  and  being  fhut  out  from  all    1775. 
fupplies  of  frefh  provifions  and  vegetables,  which  v.^^v>s^ 
the  neighbouring  counties  could  have  afforded  by 
fea,  they  began  to  experience  thofe  inconveniencies 
which  afterwards  amounted  to  real  diflrefs.    As  the 
inhabitants  had  now  no  other  refource  for  their 
fubuftancc  than  the  king's  {lores,  the  provincials 
were  the  more  (Irid  in  preventing  all  fupplies,  hop- 
ing that  the  want  of  provifions  would  lay  the  gover- 
nor under  a  neceflity  of  confenting  to  their  departure 
from  the  town  ;    or  at  lead  that  the  women  and 
children  would  be  fuffered  to   depart,  which  was 
repeatedly  applied    for.     It  is    probable   that  the 
governor  confidered  the  inhabitants   as  neceffary 
hoftages  for  the  fecurity  of  the  town,  at  leaft,  if  not 
of  the  troops.     However  it  was,  he  at  length  en-  c^pitu^ 
tered  into  a  capitulation  with  the  inhabitants,  by  lation 
which,  upon  condition  of  delivering  up  their  arms,  with  the 
they  were  to  have  free  liberty  to  depart  with  all  inhabi- 

their  other   effeds.     The  inhabitants  accordingly  tj"^^  ^ 

,,.  ,  -.  ,  .,  ^'r  i3oitoa 

delivered  up  their  arras  ;  but  to  their  utter  diimay  ^^^  ^^^ 

and  aftonifliment,  the  governor  refufed  to  fulfil  the  hercd  to* 
conditions  on  his  fide.  This  breach  of  faith,  and 
the  confequenccs  that  attended  it,  were  much  com- 
plained of.  Many,  however,  both  then,  and  at 
different  times  after,  obtained  permiffion  to  quit  the 
town  ;  but  they  were  obliged  to  leave  all  their 
effects  behind  ;  fo  that  thofe  who  had  hitherto  lived 
in  eafe  and  affluence,  were  at  once  reduced  to  the 
extremity  of  indigence  and  mifery.  The  general 
congrefs  ranked  amongfl  their  bitterefl  complaints 
the  fufferings  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  refped. 
They  fay,  that  paffports  were  granted  or  retained 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  families  were  broken  and 
the  deareft  connedions  feparated  ;  part  being  com- 
pelled to  quit  the  town,  and  part  retained  againll 
their  will.  This,  by  far  the  raoll  diffionourable  to 
government,  we  are  obliged  in  fairnefs  to  ftate 
according  to  the  provincial  narrative,  no  other  having 
appeared  to  contradid  or  qualify  it.  The  poor  and 
helplefs  were  all  fent  out. 

D  d  CHAP. 
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Fro?n  the  meeting  of  the  General  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia^  May 

lo,    17"/ Sy    ( purfiiant    to  adjournment^  from  Gi},  26,    1774^ 

to   the   blockade   of  Boflon,    in  fuly  folloix^ing^    hy  the  generals 

,  Wafjington  and  Lee  j   mjlth  a  particular  accoiuit  of  the  a^iojt 

of  Bunker' s-Hill. 

^775'  '^  I  ^HE  Continental  Congrefs  having  met  at  the 

May  10.  J_     time  appointed  at  Philadelphia,  loon  adopted 

*^^"''^^  fuch  meafures  as  confirmed  the  people  in  their  refo- 

Refolu-  lution  and  condud.     Among  their  firfl  ads  were 

tions  for  refolutions  for  the  raifmg  of  an  army,  and  the  efta- 

raiiing  an  bliihment  of  a  large  paper  currency  for  its  payment ; 

^n^-lvfh^  the  "  United  Colonies,"   (by  which  appellation  they 

^1.4.  ^  f "  I'efolved  that  they  fliould  be  known  and  didinffuifli- 

mentof  a  {    1     -         r         -  -       r  i-    ■  ^      t 

paper  ^d  tor  the  future)  bemg  lecurities  for  reaiizmg  the 
currency  nominal  value  of  this  currency.  They  alfo  flridly 
and  to  prohibited  the  fupplying  of  the  Britiih  fiiheries  with 
^J5^7f  "^  any  kind  of  provifions  ;  and  to  render  this  order 
lifheries  ^^^  more  elTedual,  ftopt  all  exportation  to  thofe 
from  be-  colonics,  iflands,  and  places  which  flili  retained 
ing  fup-  their  obedience.  This  meafure,  which  does  not 
pliedvvith  fecm  to  have  been  expecled,  or  even  apprehended 
P^^^'^"  at  home,  occafioned  no  fmall  diftrefs  to  the  people 
at  Newfoundland,  and  to  all  thofe  employed  in  the 
fifheries  ;  infomuch  that  to  prevent  an  abfolute- 
famine,  feveral  ihips  were  under  a  neceiTity  of  re- 
turning light  from  that  flation,  to  carry  out  cargoes 
of  provihcns  from  Irelemd. 

The  city  and  province  of  New-York,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  former  moderation,  feemed,  upon 
receiving  an  account  of  the  late  a6iion,  to  receive 
alfo  a  plentiful  portion  of  that  fpirit  which  operated 
in  the  other  colonies.  A  mod  numerous  aiTocia- 
tion  was  accordingly  form.ed,  and  a  Provincial  Con^ 
grcfs  elevrted.  But  as  fome  regiments  from  Ireland 
were  expecled  fpeedily  to  arrive  there,  and  that 
capital,  befides,   lies  open  to  the  fea,  its  fituation 
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became  very  critical.  In  thefe  circumftances,  a  body    1775. 
of  Connecticut  men  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood   ^^^^"^"^^ 
of  that  city,  avowedly  for  its  protedion,   and  pro- 
bably alfo  to  fupport  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the 
people.    Their  itrength  was  not,  however,  fufhcient 
to  afford   an   efteclual   protection ;    nor,   if  it  had 
been  greater,  would  it  have  availed  againfl:  an  at- 
tack by  fea.     The  city  accordingly  applied,  through  AppUca- 
its  delegates,  to  the  Continental  Congrefs  for   in-  tion  from 
flru£lions  how  to  a6t  upon  the  arrival  of  the  troops.  ^^^  P^o- 
The  Congrefs  advifed  them  for  the  prefent,  to  ad  ^'^  ^^  ^^• 
defcnfively  with  refpe£l  to  the  troops,   fo  far  as  it  the^Q^^ 
could  be  done  confiltcHtly  with  their  own  fecurity  ;  Congrefs. 
~— to  fuffer  them  to  occupy  their  barracks,  fo  long 
as  they  behaved  peaceably  and  quietly  ;  but  not  to 
fuller  them  to  ered  any  fortification,   or  in  any 
manner  to  cut  off  the  communications  between  the 
city  and  country;  and  if  they  attempted  hoflilities, 
that  they  fhould  defend  themfclves,  and  repel  force 
by  force.     They  alfo   recommended   to  them,   to 
provide  for  the  worfl  that  might  happen,  by  fecuring 
places  of  retreat  for  the  women  and  children  ;  by 
removing  the  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  maga- 
zines ;  and  by  keeping  a  fuilicient  number  of  men 
embodied  for  the  protedion  of  the  inhabitants  in 
general. — The  departure  of  fo  many  helplefs  objeds 
from  the  places  of  their  habitation,  was  a  very  affed- 
ing  fpedacle.     That  once   fiouriihing  commercial 
city  was  now  become  almofl  a  defart.     It  w^as  by 
its  own  inhabitants  devoted  to  the  fames.     It  hap- 
pened,  verhaps   happily  for  Nev/-York,    that  the 
troops  being   m^ore  w^anted  at  Bofton,   were  not 
landed  there. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  private  perfons  belong-  Crown- 
ing to  the  back  parts  of  Connedicut,  MaiTacuufeit's,  point  and 
and  New-York,  undertook  at  their  own  rifque,  and  Ticonde- 
without  any  public  command  or  Darticipaiion,   an  ^°S'^  ^^^' 
expedition  of  the  utm.Oil  importance,   and  which  ^' 
not  only  in  its  confcquences  mofl  materially  afied- 
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cd  the  intereft  and  power  of  government  in  the 
colonies  ;  but  had  brought  the  qucflion  to  the  criti- 
cal nicety  of  a  point,  and  the  decifion  to  depend 
merely  upon  accident,  whether  wc  Ihould  have  a 
fmgle  polleffion  left  in  North-America.  This  was 
the  furprize  of  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  and 
other  fortreffes,  fituated  upon  the  great  lakes,  and 
commanding  the  paiTes  between  the  Britifh  colonies 
and  Canada.  It  feems  that  fome  of  thofc  who  were 
among  the  firfl  that  formed  this  defign,  and  had  fet 
out  with  the  greateft  privacy  in  its  profecution,  met 
by  the  way  with  others,  who,  without  any  previous 
concert,  were  embarked  in  the  fame  projedl ;  fo 
cxtenfivc  was  that  fpirit  of  enterprize  which  thefc 
unhappy  contefts  called  into  adion.  Thefe  adven- 
turers, amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  240  men, 
under  the  command  of  a  Colonel  Eaflon,  and  a 
Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  with  great  perfeverance  and 
addrefs,  furprifed  the  fmall  garrifons  of  Ticonde- 
roga and  Crown  Point.  Thefe  fortreffes  were  taken 
without  the  lofs  of  a  man  on  either  fide.  They 
found  in  the  forts  a  confiderable  artillery,  amount- 
ing, as  they  faid,  to  above  200  pieces  of  cannon, 
beildes  fome  mortars,  howits,  and  qifiantities  of 
various  (lores,  which  were  to  them  highly  valuable; 
they  alfo  took  two  velTcls,  which  gave  them  the 
command  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  materials  ready 
prepared  at  Ticonderoga  for  the  building  and  equip- 
ping of  others. 


May  35, 

Generals 

and 

troops 

arrive  at 
Bofton. 


During  thefe  tranfadions  the  Generals  Kovv^e, 
Burgoyne,  and  Clinton,  arrived  at  Bofton  from 
England,  together  with  a  confiderable  number  of 
marines,  and  draughts  from  other  regim.ents,  to 
fupply  the  vacancies  there.  Thefe  were  foon  fol- 
lowed by  fever al  regiments  from  Ireland,  fo  that 
the  force  at  Bofton,  with  refped:  to  number,  the 
goodneis  of  the  troops,  and  the  charafter  of  the 
commanders,  was  become  very  refpcctable  \  and  it 
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was  generally  believed,  that  matters  could  not  con-    1775. 
tinue  much  longer  in  their  then  fituation.  v,-/-y^v> 

Nothing  remarkable  had  yet  happened  fince  the  Enn-ao-o. 
commencement  of  the  blockade,  except  two  fmail  ments^in 
engagements  which  arofe  from  the  attempts  of  either  the 
party  to  carry  off  the  flock  of  fome  of  thofe  iflands,  li^ands 
with  which  the  bay  of  Bofton  is  interlperfed,  and  "^"*^       " 
which  afforded  the  mixed  fpeclacle  of  fnips,  boats, 
and  men,   engaged  by  land  and  water.     In  both 
thefe  fkirmilhes  (each  of  which  continued  for  feveral 
hours)  the   king's  troops  were  foiled,  with  fome 
lofs ;  and  in  the  lad,  which  happened  at  Hogg  and 
Noddle^s-Iilands,  an  armed  fchooner  being  left  by 
the  tide,  the  people  after  {landing  a  feverc  (ire  of 
fmail  arms,   and  two  pieces  of  artillery  from  the 
fhore,  were  at  length  obliged  to  abandon  her,  and 
fhc  was  burned  by  the  provincials. 

Notwithdanding  the  late  reinforcements,  and 
the  arrival  of  generals  of  the  mofl  a(Pcive  character, 
the  troops  continued  for  fome  time  very  quiet  at 
Bofton.  On  the  other  fide,  it  is  probable  that  an 
attempt  would  have  been  made  to  ftorm  that  town,  • 
while  the  people  were  hot  in  blood  after  the  affair 
of  Lexington,  if  a  concern  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  inhabitants  had  not  prevailed  over  every  other 
confideration.  It  muft  however  be  allowed,  that 
from  the  number  of  veffels  of  war,  vv'hich  nearly 
furrounded  the  peninfula,  as  well  as  the  vaft  artil- 
lery by  which  it  was  protected,  and  the  excellency 
of  the  troops,  that  fuch  an  attempt  mull  have  been 
attended  with  great  difficulty  and  danger,  and  that 
the  deftrudion  of  the  town  muft  have  been  laid 
down  as  an  inevitable  confequence.  There  were 
other  matters  alfo  of  confideration.  A  repulfe  to 
new  troops,  or  the  carnage  that  v/ould  even  attend 
fuccefs  in  fo  arduous  a  conflict,  might  have  been 
attended  with  fatal  confequeis.ces  ;  the  people  were 
not  only  new  to  war,  but  they  v/ere  in  a  new  and 
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flrangc  ftate  and  fituation  ;  they  were  entering  into 
an  untried,  unthought-oi",  and  unnatural  contefl, 
loaded  with  the  mofi  fatal  confequences,  without 
experience  to  guide,  or  precedent  to  direft  them  ; 
they  had  not  yet  in  general  renounced  all  hopes  of 
an  accommodation,  and  thofe  who  had  not,  would 
totally  condemn  any  violence  which  Thut  them  out 
from  fo  defirable  an  event ;  in  fuch  a  wavering  date 
of  hope,  fear,  and  uncertainty,  much  caution  v/as 
to  be  ufed,  as  any  untoward  event,  might  fuddenly 
damp  the  ardour  of  the  people,  difTolve  their  refo- 
lutions,  and  Ihake  all  their  confederacies  to  pieces. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Continental  Conrrefs  re- 
folved,  that  the  compaft  between  the  crown  and 
the  people  of  MafTachufett's-Bay,  was  dillblved,  by 
the  violation  of  the  charter  of  William  and  Mary ; 
and  therefore  recommended  to  the  people  of  that 
province,  to  proceed  to  the  eflabliihment  of  a  new 
government,  by  elefting  a  Governor,  AiTiftants, 
and  Hou'c  of  Ailembly,  according  to  the  powers 
contained  in  their  original  charter.  They  paiTed 
another  refolution,  that  no  bill  of  exchange,  draught, 
or  order,  of  any  officer  in  the  army  or  navy,  their 
agents,  or  contractors,  fliould  be  received  or  nego- 
ciated,  or  any  money  fupplied  to  them  by  any  per- 
fon  ;  and  prohibited  the  fupplying  of  the  army, 
navy,  or  iliips  employed  in  the  tranfport  fervice, 
with  proviiicns  or  neceffaries  of  any  kind.  They 
alfo  ereclcd  a  general  poil-oitice  at  Philadelphia, 
which  alfo  extended  through  all  the  united  colo- 
nies ;  and  fome  tune  after  placed  Dr.  Franklin, 
who  had  been  difgraced  and  removed  from  that 
office  in  England,  at  the  head  of  it.  Thus  had 
they,  in  elfecl,  only  under  the  name  of  recommen- 
dation and  council,  affumed  ail  the  powers  of  a  fu- 
preme  government. 


June  12.        About  the  fame  time  General  Gage  iffued  a  pro- 
clamation, by  which  a  pardon  was  offered  in  the 

king's 
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king's  name,  to  all  thofe  who  fhould  forthwith  lay    1775. 
down  their   arms,  and  return  to  their   refpeftive    '^y^^'^^ 
occupations   and  peaceable  duties,   excepting  only  Procla- 
from  the  benefit  of  the  pardon,   Samuel  Adams  "l^*^?", 
and  JOHN  Handcock,  whofe   ofiences   were  faid  f.  ^1  "* 
to  be  or  too  tiagitious  a  nature  to  admit  or  any  other  q^  Gao-c. 
confideration  than  that  of  condign  puniihrnent.  All 
thofe  who  did  not  accept  of  the  proiier'd  mercy,  or 
who  fliouid  proted;,  afhii:,  fupply,  conceal,  or  corref- 
pond  with  them,  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  trakors. 
It  alfo  declared,   that  as  a  flop  Vv'as  put  to  the  due 
courfe  of  jufiice,  marihal  law  Ihould  take  place  till 
the  laws  were  rellored  to  their  due  efEcacy.     It  is 
needlefs  to  obferve,  that  this  proclamation  had  as 
little  efieft  as  any  of  thofe  that  preceded  it.     Mr. 
Handcock*  was  about  that  time  chofen  prefident 
of  the  Continental  Congrefs. 

*  This  gentlemen  was  born  in  the  province  of  Maflachufet's  Mr.  Hail' 
Bay,  in  North  America,  in  which  he  enjoyed  a  very  confiderable  ^Q^jj^'g 
fortune.  From  the  firil  dillurbances  in  America,  about  the  charader 
Stamp-a6l,  he  took  a  very  a6live  part  in  the  defence  of,  what  he 
concluded  to  be,  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  his  native  country. 
When  delegates  were  firll  chofen  tomeet  in  continental  congrefs, 
he  was  eleiled  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  his  province  ;  and 
on  the  death  of  Peyton  Randolph,  efq;  ananimoufiy  chofen 
Prefident.  His  eloquence  was  manifeiied  by  his  very  Ipirited 
oration  on  the  anniverfary  of  the  mafiacre  at  Boiton  ;  and  his 
coolnefs  rnuil  be  acknowledged,  when  it  is  known  that  moil  of 
the  dutiful  addrefles,  and  conciliatory  prcpofals,  originated 
from  his  pen,  Hv  is  at  prefent  in  his  3Sta  year,  ar.d  was  mar- 
ried lafl  Autumn,  to  one  of  the  m.oit  beautiful  and  accomplifhed 
ladies  in  America,  who  bro\ight  him  a  very  confiderable  addi- 
tion to  his  paternal  fortune,  yet  he  iccrned  to  lie  down  in  the 
lap  of  eafe,  but  refolved  to  devote  ail  lis  abilities  to  the  bene- 
fit of  that  country,  whofe  united  voice,  from  t;  e  knowledge  cf 
his  many  virtues,  called  him  to  prehde  over  the  free  elected 
reprefentatives  of  the  vvhole  continent. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  is  a  gentlemen  who  has  made  a  great  figure  Mr. 
in  America,  and  has  taken   fo  aflive   a  part  in  all  her  difputes  Adams's, 
with  the  mother  country,  that  he  v/as  joined  with  Mr.  Handcock 
in  beinp-the  only  perfons  refufcd  pardons  on  returning  to  their 
duty  to  the  Britiin  acrniniftration,  in  the  prociamation  juli  ilTued 
by  General  Gage.     He  is  a  man  of  fortune,   and  a   native  cf 
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1775,  This  proclamettion  was  looked  upon  as  the  preli- 
minary to  immediate  aclion.  Accordingly,  from 
that  moment  both  fides  held  themfelves  in  readinefs 
for  it.  The  poll  of  Charleflown  had  hitherto  been 
negle6:ed  by  both  the  parties.  The  provincials 
thought  it  neceffary  for  them,  whether  they  ihould 
chufe  to  a6i:  on  the  defenfive  or  offennve.  They  ac- 
cordingly made  the  neceflary  preparations,  and  fent 
a  body  of  men  thither  at  night  with  the  greateft 
privacy^  to  throw  up  works  upon  Bunker's-Hili,  an 
high  ground  that  lies  juft  within  the  illhmus,  or 
neck  of  land  that  joins  the  peninfula  to  the  conti- 
nent. This  peninfula  is  very  fimilar  to  that  on 
which  Boflon  (lands,  excepting  that  the  iflhmus  is 
confiderably  vv'ider,  and  that  Bunker's  Hill  is  much 
higher  than  any  hill  in  the  latter.  The  towns  are 
only  feparated  by  Charles-River,  which  in  that 
part  is  only  about  the  breadth  of  the  Thames  be- 
tween London  and  Southwark ;  fo  that  Charlef- 
lown feemed  to  hold  the  fame  connexion  with  Bof- 
ton,  that  the  Borough  does  with  that  city. 

The  party  that  was  fent  upon  this  fervice,  car- 
ried on  their  works  with  fuch  extraordinary  order 
and  filence,  that  though  the  peninfula  was  furround- 
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New-England ;  about  54  years  of  age,  and  early  imbibed  a 
love  for  a  conftitutional  Liberty,  which  love  he  carried  to  a 
degree  of  enthufiafm,  that  would  not  admit  him  to  be  a 
iilent  fpedlator  of  the  difputes  which  arofe  lirft.  about  the 
Stamp-a6l,  and  fmce  on  the  Tea.  He  took  every  opportunity 
to  warn  his  countrymen  of  the  dangers  arifing  to  their  liberties; 
and  however  fome  may  think  the  quellion  problematical,  yet  as 
he  always  adted  froni  principle,  if  he  is  even  miftaken,  he  has  a 
juft  claim  to  the  title  of  an  honefi  man.  When  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  convene  deleQ;ates,  from  the  different  provinces,  he 
was  fent  to  the  Gen.  Continental  Congrefs,  as  one  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  for  the  province  of  MafTachufett^s  Bay.  In  what 
.  light  he  is  held  by  the  Americans  may  be  eafily  gathered,  from 
his  being  lately  appointed  to  a  poft  equivalent  to  that  of  Se- 
cretary of  ftatc.  In  (hort,  he  is  an  able  politician  ;  and  the 
attack  on  Canada  by  the  Provincials  was  iu  confequencs  oi  a 
plan  laid  down  by  him. 
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ed  with  fliips  of  war,  they  were  not  heard  during    1775. 
the  night,  and  ufed  fuch  incredible  difpatch  in  the    <-^^^<^^ 
exec ution,"  that  they  had  a  fmall  but  flrong  redoubt, 
confiderable    entrenchments,    and   a   bread-work, 
that  was  in  feme  parts  cannon  proof,  far  advanced 
towards  completion   by  break  of  day.     The  fight 
of  the  works,  was  the   firfl  notice  that  alarmed  the  June  17, 
Lively  man  of  war  early  in  'the  morning,   and  her         « 
guns  called  the  town,  camp,   and  fleet  to  behold  a 
fight,  which  feemed  little  lefs  than  a  prodigy. 

A  heavy  and  continued  fire  of  cannon,  howit- 
zers, and  mortars,  was  from  thence  carried  on  upon 
the  works,  from  the  fliips,  floating  batteries,  and 
from  the  top  of  Cop's-Hill  in  Boilon.  Such  a 
great  and  inceflant  roar  of  artillery,  would  have 
been  a  trial  to  the  firmnefs  of  old  foldiers,  and 
mufl  undoubtedly  have  greatly  impeded  the  com- 
pletion of  the  works  ;  it  is  however  faid,  that  they 
bore  this  fevere  fire  with  wonderful  firmnefs,  and 
feemed  to  go  on  with  their  bulinefs  as  if  no  enemy 
had  been  near,  nor  danger  in  the  fervice. 

About  noon,  General  Gage  caufed  a  confiderable  Aaion  at 
body  of  troops  to  be  embarked  under  the  command  Bunker'%. 
of  Major-Gcneral  Howe,  and  Brigadier-General  '^^^•* 
Pigot,  to  drive  the  Provincials  from  their  works. 
This  detachmxcnt  confifled  of  ten  companies  of 
grenadiers,  as  many  of  light  infantry,  and  the  5th, 
38th,  43d,  and  5 2d  battalions,  with  a  proper  artil- 
lery, who  were  landed  and  drawn  up  without  oppo- 
fition,  under  the  fire  of  the  fliips  of  war.  The 
two  generals  found  the  enemy  fo  numerous,  and  in 
fuch  a  pofl:ure  of  defence,  that  they  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  fend  back  for  a  reinforcement  before  they 
commenced  the  attack ;  they  were  accordingly 
joined  by  fome  companies  of  light  infantry  and 
grenadiers,  by  the  47th  regiment,  and  by  the  firfl- 
battalion  of  marines  amounting  in  the  v/hole,  as  re- 
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1775.    prefented  by  General  Gage's  letter,  to  fomething 
^^-^^^''^^   more  than  200Q  men. 

The  attack  was  begun  by  a  mod  fevere  fire  of 
cannon  and  howitzers,  under  which  the  troops  ad- 
vanced very  fiowly  towards  the  enemy,  and  halted 
feveral  times,  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  artil- 
lery to  ruin  the  works,  and  to  throw  the  provin- 
cials into  confufion.  Whatever  it  proceeded  fi'om, 
v/hether  from  the  number,  fituation,  or  countenance 
of  the  enemy,  or  from  all  together,  the  king's 
forces  feem  to  have  been  unulually  daggered  in 
this  attack.  The  provincials  threw  fome  men  into 
the  houfcs  of  Charleflown,  which  covered  tlieir 
right  flank,  by  which  means.  General  Pigot,  who 
commanded  our  left  wing,  and  to  whofe  aftivity, 
bravery,  and  firmnefs,  much  of  this  day's  fuccefs 
was  owing,  was  at  once  engaged  with  the  lines, 
and  with  thofe  in  the  houfes.  In  this  conflid, 
Charleflown,  whether  by  carcailcs  thrown  from  the 
burnt.  ihips,  or  by  the  troops,  is  uncertain,  was  unfortu- 
nately fet  on  fire  in  feveral  places,  and  burnt  to  the 
ground.  The  provincial^  flood  this  fevere  and  con- 
tinual fire  of  fmall  arms  and  artillery,  with  a  refo- 
lution  and  perfeverance,  which  would  not  have 
done  difcredit  to  old  troops..  They  did  not  return 
a  (hot,  until  the  king's  forces  had  approached  almofl 
to  the  works,  when  a  mofl  dreadful  fire  took  place, 
by  which  a  number  of  our  braveft  men  and  officers 
fell.  Some  gentlemen,  who  had  ferved  in  the  mofl 
diftinguiihed  adions  of  the  laft  war,  declared,  that 
for  the  time  it  lafled,  it  was  the  hottefl  engagement 
they  ever  knew.  It  is  then  no  wonder,  if  under 
fo  heavy  and  deflrudive  a  fire,  our  troops  were 
thrown  into  fome  diforder.  It  is  faid,  that  General 
Hovv^e,  v/as  for  a  few  feconds  left  nearly  alone  ;  and 
it  is  certain,  that  mofl:  of  the  officers  near  his  per- 
fon,  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  His  coolnefs, 
firmnefs,  and  prefence  of  mind  on  this  occafion  can- 
not be  too  much  applauded.     It  fully  anfwered  all 

the 
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the  ideas  fo  generally  entertained  of  the  courage  of    1775. 
hi^  family.     It  is  faid,  that  in  this  critical  moment,    ^^^^r^ 
General  Clinton,   who  arrived  from  Bofton  during 
the  engagement,  by  a  happy  mancsuvrc,  rallied  the 
troops  almoil   inftantaneouily,   and  brought  them 
again  to  the  charge.     Hov/ever  that  was,  their  ufual 
intrepidity  now    produced  its   ufual  efieds ;    they 
attacked  the  works  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  irre- 
fiilible  fury,  and  forced  them  in  every  quarter. — 
Though  many  of  the  provincials  were  deftitute  of 
bayonets,  and,  as  they  afErm,  their  ammunition  was 
expended,  a  number  of  them  fought  defperately 
wdthin  the  works,  and  were  not   drove  from  them 
without  difficulty.     They  at  length  retreated  over 
Charlellown  neck,  which  was  enliladed  by  the  guns 
of  the  Glafgow  man  of  war,  and  of  two  floating  bat- 
teries.    They  fuffered  but  little  lofs  from  this  for- 
miuable  artillery,  though  the  dread  of  it  had  pre^ 
Yt^nted  fome  regiments  who  v/ere  ordered  to  fupport 
them  from  fulfiling  their  duty. 

Thus  ended  the  hot  and  bloody  afFair  of  Bunker's-  Killed  & 
Hill,  in  which  we  liad  more  men  and  officers  killed  wounded 
and  wounded,  in  proport'on  to   the  number  en-  oftheK's 
gaged,  than  in  any  other  accion  which  we  can  recol-  ^^^^P^* 
led.     The   whole    lofs    in   killed    and    wounded, 
amounted  to  1054,  of  wliom  226  were  killed;  of 
thefe,    19  were  commiffioned  officers,  including  a 
lieutenant  colonel,  2  majors,  and  7  captains  j    '/o 
other  officers  were  wounded.     Among  thofe  who 
were  more  generally  regretted  upon  this  occafion, 
were    Lieutenant-colonel    Abercromby,    and    the 
brave  Major  Pitcairnc  of  the  marines.     The  Majors 
Williams  and  Spendlove,  the  lad  of  whom  died  of 
his  wounds  fome  time  after  the  adion,   had  alfo 
fealed  their  lives  with  fuch  diilinguifhed  honour,  as 
to   render  their  lofs  the  more  lenfibly  felt.     The 
event  fufficiently  (hewed  the  bravery  of  the  king's 
troops.    There  was  fcarcely  a  fmgle  offixcer  who  had 
not  fome  opportunity  of  fi^nahzing  himfelf ;  the 
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I  j^  j;.  generals  and  field  officers  ufed  the  rnofl  extraor- 
v.-^'vx^l  dinary  exertions.  All  thefe  circuaiflances  concur 
in  fliewlng  the  hard  and  dangerous  fervice  in  which 
they  were  engaged.  The  battle  of  (^ebec,  in  the 
late  war,  with  all  its  glory,  and  the  vailnefs  of  the 
confequences  of  which  it  was  produftive,  was  not 
fo  deltrudtive  to  our  officers,  as  this  affair  of  a 
retrenchment  cait  up  m  a  few  hours.  It  was  a  mat- 
ter of  erievous  reflexion,  that  thofe  brave  men, 
many  of  whom  had  nobly  contributed  their  fhare, 
when  engaged  againft  her  natural  enemies,  to  ex- 
tend the  military  glory  of  their  country  into  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  fhould  now  have  fuffisred  fo 
i'evereiy,  in  only  a  prelude  to  this  unhappy  civil 
contefl. 

The  fate  of  CharlePcown  was  alfo  a  matter  of 
melancholy  contemplation  to  the  ferious  and  unpre- 
judiced of  all  parties.  It  was  the  firft  fettlemcnt 
made  in  the  colony,  and  wa5  confidered  as  the 
•  mother  of  Bofton,  that  town  owing  its  birth  and 
nurture  to  emigrants  from  thie  former.  Charleilown 
was  large,  handfome,  and  well  built,  both  in  re- 
fped:  to  its  public  and  private  edifices  ;  it  contained 
about  400  houfes,  and  had  the  greatefl  trade  of  any 
port  in  the  province  except  Bollon..  It  is  faid,  that 
the  two  ports  cleared  out  a  thoufand  velTeis  annually 
for  a  foreign  trade,  exclufive  of  an  infinite  number 
of  coafters.  li:  is  now  .buried  in  its  ruins.  Such  is 
the  termination  of  human  labour,  induflry,  and 
wifdom  ;  and  fuch  are  the  fatal  fruits  of  civil 
diiientions. 

Killed  &      The  king's  troops  took  five  pieces  of  cannon 

vvouided  out  of  fix,  which  the  provincials  brought  into  the 

^    -^'^       p-ninfula  ;  and  they  left  about  about  30  wounded 

clals^"'      hfhind    them.     No   other   prifoners   were   taken. 

Taeir  lofs,  according  to  an  account  publifhed  by 

the  provincial  congrcfs,  was  comparatively  fmail, 

amounting  to  about  450,  killed,  wounded,  miffing, 

and 
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and  prifoners.  On  our  iide  they  are  confident,  that  1775. 
the  riaughcer  was  much  more  confiderable ;  but  ot  ^^-v-^^ 
this  we  had  no  particulars^  as  the  account  faid,  that 
the  provincials  buned  a  great  number  of  their  dead 
during  the  engagement.  This  is  an  extraordii^ary 
circumilance.^  But  the  lols  they  lamenied  molt, 
v/as  that  of  Dr.  Warren,  who  ading  as  a  major-  j^^^  War- 
general,  commanded  the  party  upon  this  occaticri,  renkilkd, 
and  was  killed,  fighting  bravely  at  their  head,  Ui.  a 
little  redoabt  to  the  right  of  their  lines.  This  gen- 
tlemen, who  was  rendered  confpicuous  by  his  gene- 
ral merit,  abilities,  and  eloquence,  had  been  one 
of  the  delegates  to  the  hrll  general,  and  was  at  this 
time  prefident  of  the  provincial  congrefs ;  but  quit- 
ting the  peaceable  walk  of  his  profeiTion  as  a  phyfi- 
cian,  and  breaking  tlirough  the  endearing  ties  of 
family  fatisfadion,  he  ihewed  himfelf  equally  cal- 
culated for  the  held,  as  for  pubhc  bulmefs  or  pri- 
vate iludy,  and  fhed  his  blood  gallantly  in,  whac  he 
deemed,  the  fervice  of  his  country.  They  lull 
fome  other  officers  of  name,  one  of  whom,  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, died  of  his  w^ounds  in  the  prifoa  at 
Bofion. 

Both  fides  claimed  much  honour  from  this 
aclion.  The  regulars,  from  having,  it  was  faid, 
beaten  three  times  their  own  number,  out  of  a 
flrongly  fortified  poft,  and  under  various  other  dif- 
advantages.  On  the  other  fide,  they  reprefented 
the  regulars  as  am.ounting  to  3000  men,  and  rated 
their  own  number  only  at  1500;  and  pretended, 
that  this  imall  body  not  only  v/itbi^ood  their  attack, 
and  repeatedly  repulfed  them  with  great  lofs,  not- 
withftanding  the  powerful  artillery  they  had  brought 
with  them,  but  that  they  had  ae  the  fame  time,  and 
for  fever&l  hours  before,  funained  a  mod  intole- 
rable nre,  from  the  iliips  of  vvar,  floating  batteries, 
and  fixed  battery  at  Eoilon,  which  prevented  them 
from  being:  able  in  any  deo-ree  to  fmilh  their  works. 
What  their  exad  number    was  cannot  be  cahly 

known 
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1775.  known.  It  was  not  probably  fo  large  as  it  was  made 
^-"^^^r^  in  the  Gazette  account ;  nor  fo  fmali  as  in  that 
given  by  the  Americans.  However,  the  provincial^ 
were  by  no  means  difpirited  by  the  event  of  this 
engagement.  They  had  fhewn  a  great  degree  of 
adivity  and  fKiil  in  the  con(l:ruO:ion  of  their  works ; 
and  of  conflancy,  in  maintaining  them  under  many 
difadvantages.  They  faid,  that  tho'  they  had  lofl  a 
pod,  they  had  almoft  all  the  eifecls  of  the  mod  com- 
plete vidory  ;  as  they  entirely  put  a  flop  to  the  of- 
fenfive  operations  of  a  large  army  fent  to  fubduc 
them  ;  and  which  they  continued  to  blockade  in 
a  narrow  tov/n.  They  now  exulted,  that  their 
actions  had  thoroughly  refuted  thofe  afperfions 
which  had  been  thrown  upon  them  in  England,  of 
a  deficiency  in  fpirit  and  refolution. 

Bunker's  ^  T   •         .  rr   n-  r     ^ 

Hill  for-  rrom  this  time,  the  troops  kept  poneiiion  of  the 
tified  by  peninfula,  and  fortified  Bunker's-Hill  and  the  cn- 
the  regu-  trance  ;  fo  that  the  force  at  Boflon  was  now  divided 
lars.  into  two  diillnd:  parts,   and  had  two  garrifons  to 

maintain.  In  one  fenfe,  this  was  ufeful  to  the 
troops,  as  it  enlarged  their  quarters ;  they  having 
been  before  much  incommoded  by  the  ftreightneis 
in  wliich  they  were  conhned  in  Bofion,  during  the 
exceiiive  heats  that  alv/ays  prevail  there  at  that  fea- 
fon  of  the  year ;  but  this  advantage  was  counter- 
ballanced  by  the  great  additional  duty  which  they 
were  nov/  obliged  to  perform.  Their  fituation  was 
irkfome  and  degrading.  They  v/ere  furrounded 
and  iniulted  by  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been 
taught  to  defpife.  They  were  cut  off  from  frefh 
provifions,  and  all  thofe  refrefhm.ents  of  which  they 
ftood  in  the  greateO:  need,  and  which  the  neighbour- 
ing countries  afforded  in  the  grcatefl  plenty.  Thus 
their  wants  were  continual  and  aggravating  remem- 
brancers of  the  circumflances  of  their  fituation. 
Bad  and  fait  provifions,  with  confinement  and  the 
heat  of  the  climate,  naturally  filled  the  hofpitals ; 
•  and  the  number  of  fick  and  wounded  was  now  faid 

to 
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to  amount  to  1600.  Under  thefe  circumflances  it  1775. 
was  rather  wonderful  that  the  number  was  not  *^>^>^^ 
greater.     But  few  in  comparifon  died. 

The  provincials,  after  the  aifiion  of  Bunker's-  Provmci- 
Hill,  immediately  threw  up  works  upon  another  hill  ^^^^^^^^^"^ 
oppofite  to  it  on  their  fide  of  Charleftown  neck  ;  fo  ^^  ^ch  J, 
that  the  troops  were  as  clofely  inveiled  in  that  penin-  leRowa 
fula  as  they  had  been  at  Boflon.     They  v/ere  alfo  neck, 
indefatigable  in  fecuring  the  mod  expofed  pods  of 
their  lines  with  ftrong  redoubts  covered  with  artil- 
lery, and  advanced  their  works  clofe  to  the  fortifi- 
cations on  Boilon  neck  ;  while,  with  equal  boldnefs 
and  addrcfs,  they  burnt   an  advanced  guard-houfe  Guard 
belonging  to  our  people.    As  the  latter  were  abun-  ^^oufe 
dauntly  furniilicd  v/ith  all  manner  of  rnihtary  itores  '^^"'^■"^• 
and  artillery,   they  were   not  fparing  in  throv/ing 
Ihells,  and  iapporting  a  great  cannonade  upon  the 
works  of  the  provincials,  which  had  little   other 
effed  than  to  inure  them   to  that  fort  of  fcrvice, 
and  to  wear  oif  the  dread  of  thofe  noify  meffengers 
of  fate.     On  the  other  fide,  they  feem  to  have  been 
cautious  in  expending  their  powder. 

A  regiment  of  light  cavalry  which  arrived  at 
Boflon  from  Ireland,  and  which  were  never  able 
to  fet  foot  beyond  that  garrifon,  fcrved  only  to 
create  new  wants,  and  to  increafe  the  incommo- 
dities  of  the  people,  as  well  as  of  the  arm^y.  The 
hay  which  grew  upon  the  illands  in  the  bay,  became 
now  an  objed:  of  necelfary  attention,  as  well  as 
the  iheep  and  cattle  which  thev  contained-;  but  the 
provincials  having  procured  a  number  of  whaling- 
boats,  and  being  m.aiters  of  the  iliore  and  inlets  of 
the  bay,  were  notwithilanding  the  vigilance  and 
number  of  the  Ihips  uf  war  and  armed  vefTels,  too 
fuccefsful  in  burning,  deltroying,  or  carrying  avv^ay, 
.thofe  elTsntial  articles  of  fupply.  Thefe  enterprizes 
brought  on  feveral  fivirmilhes,  and  they  grew  at 
length  fo  daring,  that  they  burnt  the  iight-houfe, 

%Yhich 
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1775.    which  was  fituated  on  an  iiland  at  the  entrance  of 

v>-v"\^    the  harbour,  though  a  man  of  war  lay  within  a  mile 

Light-      of  them  at  the  time;    and  fome  carpenters  being 

houfe        afterwards   fent,   under  the  protedion  of  a  fmall 

^^"^*       party  of  marines,  to  ereft  a  temporary  light-houfe, 

they  killed  or  carried  off  the  whole  detachment.  • 

During  thefe  tranfadions  a  kind  of  predatory 
war  commenced,  and  has  fmce  continued,  between 
the  ihips  of  war,  and  the  inhabitants  on  different 
parts  of  the  coafts.  The  former,  being  refufed  the 
fupplies  of  provifions  and  neceffaries  which  they 
wanted  for  themfelves  or  the  army,  endeavoured 
to  obtain  them  by  force,  and  in  thefe  attempts  were 
frequently  oppofed,  and  fometimes  repulled  with 
lofs  by  the  country-people.  The  feizing  of  fhips 
in  conformity  to  the  new  iaw^s,  or  to  the  commands 
of  the  admiral,  was  alfo  a  continual  fource  of  ani- 
mofity  and  violence,  the  proprietors  naturally 
hazarding  all  dangers  in  the  defence,  or  for  the 
iTcovery  of  their  property.  Thefe  contefls  drev^ 
the  vengeance  of  the  men  of  war  upon  feveral  of 
the  fmall  towns  upon  the  fea  coalls,  fome  of  which 
underv/ent  a  fevere  chaftifement. 

Confe-  "1"^^  pernicious  confequences  of  the  late  Quebec- 

quenccs     acl,  with  refpccl  to  the  very  purpofes  for  which  it 

of  the       was  framed,  were  now  difplayed  in  a  degree,  which 

C^ebec      '^.g  ^^^{i  fanguins  opponents  could  fcarcely   have 

expefted.    Inilead  of  gaining  the  French  Canadians 

to  the  interefl:  of  government  by  that  law,  the  great 

bodv  of  the  inhabitants  were  found  as  adverfe  to  it, 

and  as  much  difgufled  at  its  operation,  as  even  the 

Britifli  fettlers.    General  Carleton,  the  governor  of 

Canadian  ^^^^t  province,  who  had  placed  much  confidence  in 

trocps       the  raifmg  of  a  confiderable  army  of  Canadians, 

under  G.    and  being  enabled  to  march  at  their  head  to  the 

Carleton    ^^j-^r  ^£  General  Gaee,  (a  matter  which  was  fo 

retuie  to  11.,  '^        ^         i  /i      j       r 

aa  ofFen-  ^^ch  relied  upon  at  home,  that  20^000  itancls  ot 

fivsly.       arms,  and  a  great  quantity  of  other  military  ilores"^ 

had 
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had  been  fent  out  for  that  purpofe)   found  himfelf    1775. 


V^<V>w/ 


now  totally  difappointed.  The  people  faid  that 
they  were  now  under  the  Britifli  government ;  that 
they  could  not  pretend  to  underfland  the  caufes  of 
the  prefent  difputes,  nor  the  juftice  of  the  claims 
on  either  fide ;  that  they  did,  and  would  fliew 
themfelves  dutiful  fubjecls,  by  a  quiet  and  peace- 
able demeanor,  and  due  obedience  to  the  govern- 
ment under  which  they  were  placed  ;  but  that  it 
was  totally  inconfiftcnt  with  their  (late  and  condi- 
tion, to  interfere,  or  in  any  degree  to  render  them- 
felves parties,  in  the  contefls  that  might  arife  be- 
tween that  government  and  its  ancient  fubjecls. 
It  was  in  vain  that  the  governor  ilTued  a  proclama- 
tion for  allembling  a  militia,  and  for  the  execution 
of  martial  law ;  they  faid  they  would  defend  the 
province  if  it  was  attacked-;  but  they  abfolutcly 
refufed  to  march  out  of  it,  or  to  commence  hofti- 
lities  with  their  neighbours.  The  governor,  as  the 
lad  refort,  applied  to  the  Bifliop  of  Oiiebec,  to  ufe 
his  fpiritual  influence  and  authority  with  the  people 
towards  difpofmg  them  to  the  adoption  of  this 
favourite  meafure,  and  particularly  that  he  would 
KTue  an  epifcopJ  mandate  for  that  purpofe,  to  be 
read  by  the  pariih  priefls  in  time  of  divine  fervice ; 
but  the  bifliop  excufed  himfelf  from  a  compliance 
with  this  propofition,  by  reprefenting,  that  an  epif- 
copal  mandate  on  fuch  a  fubjed,  would  be  contrary 
to  the  canons  of  the  Roman  CathoHc  church.  The 
ecclefialHcs,  in  the  place  of  this,  iiTued  other  letters, 
which  were,  however  pretty  generally  difregarded. 
The  noblelfe  alone,  who  were  chiefly  confidered  in 
th^  Quebec-acl,  Ihewed  a  zeal  againfl  the  EngliiTi 
coionifts.  But  ftparated  as  they  were  from  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  they  exhibited  no  formi- 
dable degree  of  flrength. 

Other  endeavours  wh'ch  were  ufed  to  involve  indJans 
the  colonics  in  domeiic  troubles  proved  equally  applied 
aDurtive.     Couilaerable  pains  weie  taken,  by  the  tg. 

F  f  .  means 
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1775.  means  of  feveral  agents  who  had  influence  on 
C/'"^^'^^*  thera,  to  engage  thoie  numerous  tribes  of  Indians 
that  ilretch  along  the  backs  of  the  colonies,  to  caufe 
a  diverfion,  by  attacking  them  in  thofe  weak  and 
tender  parts.  But  neither  prefents,  nor  periuafions 
were  capable  of  producing  the  defired  effe£l.  From 
whatever  chance  or  fortune  it  preceded,  thofe  favagc 
warriors,  who  had  at  other  times  been  fo  ready  to 
take  up  the  hatchet  without  fupport  or  encourage- 
ment, now  turned  a  deaf  car  to  all  propofals  of  that 
nature,  and  declared  for  a  neutrality.  They  ulcd 
much  the  fame  reafons  for  this  conduct  that  the 
Canadians  had  done ;  they  did  not  underfland  the 
fubjed  ;  were  very  forry  for  the  prelent  unfortu- 
nate difputes  ;  but  it  was  not  fit  nor  becoming  for 
them,  to  take  any  part  in  quarrels  between  Eng- 
lilhmen,  for  all  of  whom,  on  both  fides  of  the  wa- 
ter, they  had  the  highefl  affection.  This  was  an 
obje6l  of  two  much  importance,  to  be  overlooked 
by  the  congrefs.  They  accordingly  employed  pro- 
per  perfons  to  cultivate  favourable  difpofitions  in 
the  Indians ;  and  by  degrees  took  fuch  meafurcs 
as  obliged  the  agents  for  government  to  provide  for 
their  own  fafety.  It  is  faid,  that  fome  of  the  Indians 
made  propofals  to  take  up  arms  on  their  fide  ;  but 
that  they  were  only  requeiled  to  obferve  a  ilrict 
neutrality. 

General  Gage's  late  proclamation  increafed  the 

animofity,  indignation,   and  rage,   which  were   al- 

Juiy  6tli,  ready  fo  generally  prevalent,   and   brought   out   a 

Declara-   Declaration  from  the  general  congrefs,  which  in  the 

tion  of      nature  of  thofe   general    appeals  that  are  made  to 

the  Gtn,    ixiankind,   as  well  as  to  heaven,  in  a  declaration  of 

In  affvve^r  ^^^^9    ^^^  forth  the    caufes    and   neceflity  of  their 

to  the  iate  taking  up  arms.     Among  the  long  lifl  of  thofe  fup- 

procla-      pofed  caufes  befides   the  iate  holtilities,    they  llatc 

mation.     ^-j^^  endeavours  ufed  to  infligate  the  Canadians^and 

Indians  to  attack  them,  and  feverely  reproach  Gen. 

Gage,  for,  what  they  call,  perfidy,   cruelty,  and 

breach 
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breach  of  faith,  in  breaking  the  conditions  which     1775. 
he  had  entered  into  with  the  inhabitants  of  Boflon ;    ^^-^^^^^ 
they  are  not  lefs  free  in  the   cenfure  of  the  army, 
whom  they  charge   with  the  burning    of  Charlef- 
town,  wantonly  and  unncceffarily. 

In  ftating  their  refources,  they  reckon  upon  fo- 
reign a-Ii-Lance  as  undoubtedly  attainable,  if  necef- 
faiy.  They,  however,  afterwards  fay,  that,  left 
this  Declaration  fhould  di.quict  the  minds  of  their 
friends  and  fellow  fubjeds  in  any  part  of  the  em- 
pire, they  alTure  them,  that  they  n;^ean  not  to 
dilTolve  that  union  which  has  fo  long  and  happily 
fubfilled  between  them,  and  which  they  fmcerely 
wiih  to  fee  reftored  ;  that  necefTity  has  not  yet  dri- 
ven them  to  that  defperate  meafure,  or  induced 
them  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  war  againft  them ; 
they  have  not  raifed  armies  with  ambitious  defigns 
of  feperating  from  Great  Britain,  and  eflabhlhmg 
independent  ftates  ;  they  fight  not  for  glory  or  for 
conqueft.— — This  declaration  was  read  with  great, 
ferious,  and  even  religious  folemnity,  to  the  diffe- 
rent bodies  of  the  army  who  were  encamped 
around  Bollon,  and  was  received  by  them  with 
loud  acclamations  of  approbation. 

This    declaration  w^as  followed   by  an  addrefs  to  Addrefs 

the   inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  ;  another  to  the  to  the  in- 

people  of  Ireland  ;  and  a  petition  to  the  King.     All  ^^^^^"^* 

thefe   writings  were    drawn   up  in  a  very  maiferly  ^{q^i^^ 

manner ;  and   are,  in  refpedl  to  art,   addrefs,    and  people  of 

execution,    equal  to  any  public  Declarations  made  ireland. 

by  any  pov/ers  upon  the  greatell  occafions.  Petition 

to  the 

The  Ccngrefs  had  in  their  Declaration,  without  ^"^* 
naming  it,  reprobated  the  principles  of  Lord  North's' 
conciliatory  proportion,  which  they  call  an  infidi- 
ous  m^anoeuvre  adopted  by  parliament.  They  how- 
ever, afterwards,  took  the  refolution  more  formally 
kito  confideration.     It  had  been  communicated  to 

them 


^ 
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1775.  tliem  by  direclion,  or  at  lead  permiilion  from  that 
^^"^^"^  miniiier,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Sir  Grey  Cowper, 
one  of  the  two  principal  fecretaries  of  the  treafwryl 
.In  the  courfe  of  a  long  and  argumentative  difcuffion, 
they  condemn  it,  as  unrealonable  and  infidious ; 
that  it  is  unreafonable,  becaufe,  if  they  declare 
they  will  accede  to  it,  they  declare,  without  refer- 
vation,  that  they  will  purchafe  the  favour  of  parlia- 
ment, not  knowing  at  the  lame  time  at  what  price 
they  will  pleafe  to  eltimate  their  favour  ;  that  it  is 
infidious,  becaufe  individual  colonies,  having  bid, 
and  bidden  again,  till  they  find  the  avidity  of  the 
feller  too  great  for  all  their  powers  to  fatisfy,  are 
thew  to  return  into  oppohtion,  divided  from  their 
filler  colonies,  whom  the  miniiter  will  have  pre- 
vioully  detached  by  a  grant  of  eafier  terms,  or  by 
an  artful  procrailination  of  a  definitive  anfwer. 
They  conclude  upon  the  whole,  that  the  propofitlon 
was  held  up  to  the  world,  to  deceive  it  into  a  be- 
lief, that  there  was  nothing  in  difputc  but  the  mode 
of  levying  taxes  ;  and  that  parliament  having  nov/ 
been  fo  good  as  to  give  up  that,  the  colonies  mufl 
be  unreaionable  in  the  higheil  degree  if  they  were 
not  perfeilly  fatisfied, 

Georgia        The    colony  of  Georgia    at  length  joined  in  the 

accedes     general    alliance.      A    provincial    congrels    having 

*"  ^^^       affembled  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  July, 

conS  -    ^^^y  fpeedily  agreed  to  all   the  refoiutions   of  the 

racjr.         two  General  Congreiles  in  their  utmoll  extent,  and 

appointed  five  delegates  to  attend  the  prefent.     As 

it  were  to  make  amends  for  the  delay,  thev  at  once 

entered  into  all  the  fpirit  of  the  reiolutlons   formed 

by   the  other   colonies,  and  adopted  fimilar  ;  and 

declared,  that  though  th^ir   province  wasT  not  in- 

ciLided  in  any  of  the   opprefiive  a6;s   lately  palled 

againfl  America,  they  conlidered  that  circumflance 

as  1:1)  iniuit  rather  than  a  favour,  as  being  done 

only  with  a  view  to  divide  them  from  th^r  AmCii- 

can  bicihrtn.    They  alfo  addreiied  a  petition,  under 

%  the 


9 


Chap.  VIH.      Civil  War  in  AMERICA.  [221 

the  title  of  an  humble  addrefs  and  reprgfentation,  1775. 
to  his  Majefty;  which,  however  threadbare  the  ^^-^^^"^^ 
fubjed  had  already  been  worn,  was  not  deficient  in 
a  certain  freflmefs  of  colouring,  which  gave  it  the 
appearance  of  novelty.  From  this  accefTion  to  the 
confederacy,  they  henceforward  afiumed  the  appel- 
lation of  the  Thirteln  United  Colonies. 

In  the  mean  time  the  General  Congrefs,  in  com-  General 
pliance  with  the  willies  of  the  people  in  general,  and  ^^A^^* 
the  particular  application  of  the  New-England  pro-  J^oj^^^^ 
vinces,  appointed  Geo.  Wailiington,  Eiq;*  a  gen-  comman- 

tleman  der  in 
.  chief. 

*  The  family  from  which  this  gentleman  is  deicended,  was 
originally  in  Lancafliire,  but  afterwards  removed  to  the  city  of 
Coventry  where  he  was  born,  on  the  3d  of  Sept.  1727.  His 
mother  was  of  the  fame  family  with  General  Monk,  who,  for 
his  fervices  at  the  Refloration,  was  created  Duke  of  Albe- 
marle. 

Mr.  Yv'a^ington  difcovered  an  esrly  inclination  to  arms  and 
fird  entered  as  a  private  man,  in  general  Wade's  regiment,  in 
the  year  1746,  being  then  not  twenty-one,  and  foon  after  he 
bought  a  cornet's  commiffion  in  the  fame  regiment,  and  ferved 
againil  th?  Scotch  rebels.  He  continued  in  the  fervice  till  the 
peace,  whfn  he  went  abroad  to  improve  himfeli  in  the  mili- 
tary profellion. 

When  the  French  war  broke  cut  in  America,  ia  the  year  1755, 
Mr.  Wafnington  wjnt  over  to  thst  country,  where  his  courajrc 
and  military  abilities  being  known,  hs  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of 
Major  in  the  provincial  forces,  and  was  at  Fort  Edward,  under 
the  command  of  General  Webb,  when  Monf,  Montcalm  ad- 
vanced, to  take  Fort  William  Henry,  on  Lake  George. 

Major  Wafliington  having  heard  of  the  intended  attack,  and  - 
being  apprchcnlive  that  lieutenant  colonel^  Monro,  wh©  then 
comminded  at  Fort  William  Henry,  would  not  be  ftrong  enough 
to  refill  the  French,  eagerly  interced-^rd  with  his  General  to  be 
ferit  with  his  forces  to  the  afTiilance  of  Monro.  But  his  ardour 
was  retrained  ;  and  the  unfortunate  comm.andcr  forced  to  make 
the  beft  terms  he  could  with  the  Fretich  general,  who  after- 
wards, in  violation  of  the  treaty  that  had  been  made,  permit- 
ted the  Indian  favages  to  fall  upon  ihem,  and  llrip  them  of 
every  thing  of  value. 

The 
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1775.  tieman  of  affluent  fortune  in  Virginia,  and  who  had 
\,^>r^  acquired  confiderable  military  experience  in  the 
command  of  ditterent  bodies  of  the  provincials 
during  the  lad  war,  to  be  general  and  commander 
in  chief  of  all  the  American  forces.  They  alfo  ap- 
pointed Artemus  Ward^  Charles  Lee,  Philip  Schuy- 
ler, and  Israel »Putnam,  Efqrs.  to  be  m.ajor-generals ; 
and  Horatia  Gates,  Efq;  adjutant-general.  Of 
thefe  general  officers,  Lee  and  Gates  were  Englilh 
ge.iilcmen,  who  had  acquired  honour  in  the  laft 
war  ;  and  who  from  difguil  or  principle  now  joined 
the  Americans.  Ward  and  Putnam  wer-e  of  Maf- 
fachufett's-Bay,  and  Schuyler  of  New-York.  The 
Congrcfs  alfo  fixed  and  afligned  the  pay  of  both 
ofriCers  and  foldiers  ;  the  latter  of  whom  were  much 
better  provided  for  than  thofe  upon  our  eilabhlh- 
mcnt. 

July  6th.  The  Generals  V/afliington  and  Lee  arrived  at 
Wajh'uig'  the  camp  before  Bofton  in  the  beginning  of  July. 
/<?;;  md      They  v/ere    treated  with  the  higheil  honours    in 

Leezxx'wt  ^ygj.,^ 
at  Bofton. __1 

The  Americans  focn  afterwards  raifcd  Tvlajor  Wafalngton  to 
the  command  of  a  regiment,  in  which  rank  he  remained  till 
the  peace,  when  he  reti  ed  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  a  very  confiderable  eilatc  he  poffefTed  in  the  province  of 
Virgiiila. 

When  the  prefent  troubles  in  America  arofe  on  account  of 
the  famous  Tea  Act,  colonel  Wafhington  was  one  of  the  fore- 
moft  in  exprelling  his  detefta^ion  in  impofmg  a  tax  on  people 
who  were  not  represented  ;  and  when  a  General  Congrefs  was 
thought  necefiary  to  be  convened,  he  was  chofcn  one  of  the  de- 
leg  ites  for  the  province  of  Virginia,  and  in  that  capacity  figned 
the  aifociation  on  QQi.  20th,  1774.  and  the  other  fubfequent 
publications  of  that  body.  The  Continental  Congrefs  appoint- 
ed General  Wartiington  to  the  fupreme  com.mand  of  their 
armies  to  which  commiffioa  was  addreffed, — *'  Tf?  our  beloved 
brother,  George  Waihington,  Efq  ;  Captain  General  and  Coni^ 
mander  in  chief  of  all  the  Forces  of  the  United  Colonies.'''  The 
Congrefs  annexed  a  very  confiderable  falary  to  this  important 
poll,  which  he  nobly  refufed  to  accept,  declaring  he  would  not 
take  \va2;esforhis  fervices  in  the  Caufe  of  Freedom,  but  defired 
only  a  reimburfement  of  the  neceffary  expences. 
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every  place    through   which    they    paiied ;    were    1775. 
cfcorted  by  large  detachments  of  volunteers,  com-   'v-or^^ 
pofed  of  gentiemLeii,   in   the   different   provinces ; 
and  received  pubUc  addrciics   from  the  provincial 
congrcffes  of  New- York  and  Mafikchufett's-Bay. 
The  mihtary  fpirit  was  now  io  high  and  fo  general, 
that  war  and  its  preparations   occupied  the  hands 
and  the  minds  of  all  orders  of  people  throughout 
the  continent.     Perfons  of  fortune  and  family,  who 
were   not  appointed  officers,  entered  chearfully  as 
private  men,  and  ferved  wuth  alacrity  in  the  ranks.   - 
Even  many  of  the  younger   quakers  forgot  their 
pafTive  principles  of  forbearance  and  non-rehilance, 
and  taking  up  arms,  formed  themfelves  into  com- 
panies at  Philadelphia,  and' applied  with  the  greatefl 
labour   and  affiduity  to   acquire   a  proficiency   in 
military  exercifes  and  difcipline.     It  was  faid.,  (t>ut  . ' 
no  computation  of  that  fort  can  be  afcertainea)  that 
no  lefs  than  200,000  men  v/ere  in  arms- and  training 
throughout  the  continent.  '         ' 

The  blockade  of  Boffon,  was  continued  with 
little  variety  throughout  the  year,  and  during  a 
coniiderable  part  of  the  enfuing.  The  troops,  as 
w^eli  as  the  remaining  inhabitants,  fuiTered  much 
from  fevers,  fluxes,  and  the  fcurvy,  which  were 
brought  on  through  coniinement,  heat  of  weather, 
and  badnefs  of  provifions.* 

*   To    alleviate  thefe  diilrefTes,    it  is  faid,  that  no  lefs  than   Provlftom 
5000  oxen,  14000  of  the  largeft  and  fatteft  flieep,   with  a  vaft  fj-jlp  d  for 
number  of  hogs,  were  purchafed  and    fent  out  alive.     Vege-  '^gofton. 
tables  of  all  kinds  .>rere  alfo  bought  up  in  incredible  quantities, 
and  new  arts  were  employed  in  curing  them,      iccoo   butts  of 
flrong  beer^  5000  chaldrons  of  coals  v/ere  purchafed  in  the  river, 
and  Ihipped  off  for  Boilon  ;  even  the  articles  of  faggots  was 
fent  from  London.   The  ieemingly  trifling  neceflaries  of  vegeta- 
bles, calks,  and  vinegar,  amount,  in  tv/o  dillincb  articles,  where 
they  are  detached  from  the   general   ccmprehenijon    of    other 
provifions,  near  22G0I.     And  tho'  there  was  but  a  Hngle  regi- 
ment of  light  cavalry  at  Boilon,  the  articles  of  hay,  oats,   and 
beans,  amouiited  to  nearly  as  much,      x  he  immeni?  charge   of 

iup*- 
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I  yy  r,     fupplying  an  army  at  fuch  a  diflance,  was  now  for  the  firft  time 
\^_,^^y>^     experimentally  felt. 

Whether  it  was,  that  thefe'  orders  were  not  IfTued  in  time,  or 
that  delays,  occurred  in  the  execHtion,  which  could  neither  have 
been  forefeen  or  prevented,  however  it  was,  the  tranfports  were 
not  ready  to  proceed  on  their  voyage,  until  the  year  was  fo  far 
advanced  as  to  render  it  nearly  impoffible.  By  this  means  they 
were  detained  upon  our  own  coafts  by  contrary  winds,  or  toll 
about  by  tempeits,  until  the  greater  part  of  their  live  cargoes 
of  hogs  and  fheep,  particularly  the  latter  perifhed,  fo  that  the 
channel  was  every  where  ilrewed  with  the  floating  carcafTes  of 
thefe  animals,  as  they  were  driven  about  by  the  winds  and  tides. 
A  great  part  of  the  vegetables,  over  fermented  and  perifhed. 

Nor  was  the  condition  of  the  tranfports  mended  when  they 
got  clear  of  our  own  coafts.  They  were  peculiarly  unfortu- 
nate as  to  winds  and  weather  in  the  rnid  feas,  and  as  they  ap- 
proached to*  the  place  of  their  deftination,  the  American  perio- 
dical winds  were  fet  in,  v/hich  blev/ in  their  teeth,  anddro\^ 
them  of  from  the  coiifls. 
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C  H  A  P.     IX.  "-^^^ 

■Motives  ^which  led  to  the  invafion  of  Cajiada.  The  taking  of 
federal  Forts  071  the  Lakes-,  by  Montgojuery  and  Arnold,  Ths 
city  of  Quebec  hejieged. 

S  the  hopes  of  a  reconciUation  with  the  mo- 
__  ther  country,  upon  the  conditicns  claimed 
by  the  Americans,  became  more  faint,  fo  they  grew 
more  daring  in  their  defigns,  and  extended  their 
views  to  the  remote  confequences,  as  well  as  to 
the  immediate  conduft  of  a  v/ar.  The  apparent 
tendency,  and  avowed  defign  of  the  Quebec  att, 
had  early  drawn  their  attention  and  awakened  their 
apprehenfions,  in  relation  to  the  dangers  with  which 
they  were  threatened  from  that  quarter.  Thefe 
apprehenfions  produced  the  addrefs  to  the  French 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  of  which  we  have  formerly 
taken  notice. 

The  fuccefs  \vhich   attended  the   expedition  to  Motives 
the  Lakes,   with    the    reduction    of  Ticonderoga  "''hJch 
and  Crown-Point,  in  ths  beginning  of  this  fummer,  .     ^?  ^"^ 
by  v/hich,  it  might  be  faid,    that  the  Gates  of  Ca-  ^f  q, 
nada  v/ere    throv/n    open,   rendered    the  affairs    of  da. 
that    country  more    immediately   intereiling,    and 
encouraged  the  Congrefs  to  a  bold  mcafure,  which 
they  would   not  otherwife    perhaps    have  ventured 
lipon.     This  was  no  iefs  than  the  fending  of  a  force 
for  the  invafion  and  reduction  of  tiiat  country. 

A  meafure  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature  required 
the  moll  ferious  confideration.  The  commencing 
an  offenfive  Vv^ar  v/ith  the  Sovereign,  was  a  new  and 
perilous,  undertaking.  It  feemed  totally  to  change 
the  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  they  flood  in 
the  prefent  difpute.  Oppofition  to  government  had 
hitherto  been  conduced  on  the  apparent  defign  and 
avowed  principle  only,  of  fupporting  and  defend- 
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^775'    ^"g  certain   rights    and  immunities  of  the  people. 


V./^vx-/ 


which  were  fuppofed,  pretended,  to  be  unjuftly  in- 
vaded. Oppofition,  or  even  refiftance,  in  fuch  a 
caie,  fuppofmg  the  premifes  to  be  fairly  dated,  is 
thought  by  many  to  be  entirely  conhftent  with 
the  principles  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  ;  and  this 
opinion  is  faid  to  have  received  the  fan£tion  of  pre- 
cedents of  the  iirft  authority.  At  any  rate,  the 
queflions  in  difpute  were  of  fuch  a  nature,  that 
mankind  might  for  ever  be  divided  in  opinion,  as 
the  matter  of  right  or  wrong,  juflice  or  injuflice, 
oppreffion  or  good  government.  But  to  render 
themfelves  at  once  the  aggreflbrs,  and  not  content 
with  vindicating  their  own  real  or  pretended  rights, 
to  fly  wantonly  in  the  face  of  the  Sovereign,  carry 
war  into  his  dominions,  and  invade  a  province  to 
which  they  could  lay  no  claim,  nor  pretend  no  right, 
feemed  fuch  an  outrage,  as  not  only  overthrew 
every  play  of  juflifiable  refiftance,  but  would  mi- 
litate with  the  eflablilhed  opinions,  principles,  and 
feelings  of  mankind  in  general. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  danger  was  prefling  and 
great.  The  extraordinary  powers  placed  in  the 
hands  of  General  Carkton,  the  Governor  of  Cana- 
da, by  a  late  commiiTion,  were  new,  alarming,  and 
evidently  pointed  out  the  purpofes  for  which  they 
were  granted.  By  thefe  he  was  authorized  to  em- 
body and  arm  the  Canadians,  to  march  them  out 
of  the  country  for  the  fubjugation  of  the  other 
colonics,  and  to  proceed  even  to  capital  puniflimcnts, 
againfl  all  thofe,  and  in  all  places,  whom  he  fhould 
deem  rebels  and  oppofcrs  of  the  laws.  The  flrong 
powers  of  government  which  he  alfo  pofi'elTed  with- 
in his  province,  were  equrd  to  thofe  of  the  mod 
arbitary  European  Monarchs,  and  had  been  already 
felt  both  by  the  Englifh  and  French  fubjeds.  Thus, 
though  the  Canadians  had  hitherto  refufed  to  be 
embodied,  or  to  march  upon  any  terms  out  of  the 
province,  it  was  eafily  feen,  that  as  foon  as  the  Go- 
vernor's 
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vcrnor's  authority  was  fupported  \)j  the  arrival  of 
a  body  of  Englifh  forces,  they  would  be  obliged 
implicitly  to  obey  him,  as  well  in  that,  as  all  other 
matters.  He  had  befides,  already  engaged  a  confider- 
able  number  of  the  Canada  and  other  Indians  in  his 
fcrvice,  and  if  his  arms  once  became  predominant, 
the  defire  of  fpoil  and  blood  would  bring  them  in 
crowds  from  the  remoteft  defarts  to  his  afiiflance. 
Befides  they  were  pcrfe6lly  acquainted  with,  and 
therefore  had  every  thing  to  dread,  from  the  zeal, 
the  fpirit  of  enterprizc,  and  the  military  talents,  of 
that  able  and  refolute  officer,  - 

In  thefe  circumftances,  confidering  a  war  as  not 
only  inevitable,  but  as  already  begun,  they  deem- 
ed it  inconfiflent  with  reafon  and  policy,  to  wait  to 
be  attacked  by  a  formidable  force  at  their  backs, 
in  the  very  inflant  that  their  utmoft  exertions  would 
be  requifite,  and  probably  infufficicnt,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  capital  cities  and  coafts,  againft  the 
refentmcnt  of  the  mighty  power  whom  they  had  fo 
grievouily  offended,  and  with  whom  they  were  en- 
tering into  fo  untried  and  arduous  a  conteft.  They 
argued,  that  preventing  the  known  hoflile  intentions 
of  an  enemy,  by  foreflalling  his  defigns  ere  they 
could  be  carried  into  execution,  was  as  much  a  mat- 
ter of  felf-defence,  and  lefs  cruel,  than  waiting  to 
be  attacked  by  him  under  every  difadvantage,  and 
when  he  had  arrived  at  his  utmoft  force.  There 
Avas  no  natural  law,  nor  convention  among  man? 
kind,  by  which  a  perfon  is  bound  to  be  a  fimplc 
and  inadive  looker-on,  while  his  enemy  was  loading 
a  gun  for  his  deftrudlion ;  was  he  to  wait  till  the 
execution  took  place,  for  fear  he  Ihould  be  deemed 
an  aggreffor  !  Queftions  in  cafuiflry,  however  edi- 
fying upon  other  occafions,  have  nothing  to  do  in 
circumilanccs  upon  which  the  fate  of  nations  de- 
pend. Were  they  only  to  fee-k  a  remedy,  when  the 
favages  had  penetrated  into  their  country,  and  the 
fury  of  the  flames  which  confumed  their  fettlemen^ts, 

w-crq 
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1775.   were  only  retarded   by  the  blood   of  their  ^omen 
W"^^"^^  and  infants. 

The  Congrefs  were  all  fenfible,  that  they  had  al- 
ready gone  inch  lengths  as  could  only  be  judified 
by  arms. -—The  fword  was  already  drawn,  and  the 
-  appeal  made.  It  was  too  late  to- look  back,  and  to, 
waver  would  be  certain  deilrudion.  If  a  certain 
degree  of  fuccefs  did  not  aftord  a  fanclion  to  their 
refiilance,  and  difpofe  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to 
an  accommodation  upon  lenient  terms,  they  would 
not  only  loofe  thofe  immunities  for  which  they  at 
prefent  contended,  but  all  others  would  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  a  jealous  and  irritated  government.  In 
fuch  a  ilatc,  their  moderation  in  the.  iingle  inftance 
of  Canada,  they  thought,  would  be  a  poor  plea 
for  companion  or  indulgence. 

The  knowledge  they  had  of  the  prefent  flate  of 
affairs,  and  the  temper  of  the  people  in  Canada, 
alfo  contributed  much  to  encourage  them  in  this 
enterprize.  They  knew  that  the  French  inhabi- 
tants, excepting  the  noblelTe  and  clergy,  were  in 
general  as  much  difcontented  .  at  the  overthrow  of 
the  Engliili  laws,  and  ^hc  introdudion  of  the  pre- 
fent fyiiicm  of  government,  as  even  the  Britilh  fet- 
tlers.  It  feemed  therefore  probable,  that  this  dif- 
content,  operating  with  the  rooted  averfion  which 
they  bore  to  their  ancient  proud  and  oppreflive- 
tyrants,  the  noblelTe,  or  lords  of  the  manors  and 
the  mortal  dread  v/hlch  they  entertained  of  being 
again  reduced  to  their  former  ilate  of  feudal  and 
military  valTalage,  v/ould  induce  them  to  conlider 
the  Provincials  rather  as  friends  than  invaders,  and 
to  embrace  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of  obtain- 
ing a  Hiare  in  that  fi-eedom  for  which  they  were 
contending.  Though  they  were  perfectly  unac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  particular  contro- 
verfy,  and  little  interelled  in  it,  it  feemed  to  be  for 
ireedom,  and  American  freedom^  and  the  name  of 
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it  was  pleafmg.     It  was  in  favour  of  colonies  j  and    1775. 
Canada  was  a  colony.  v>^>r>^ 

The  congrefs  accordingly  determined  not  to  lofc 
the  prefent  favourable  opportunity,  while  the  Bri- 
tiih  arms  were  weak  and  cooped  up  in  Bollon,  for 
attcmDting-  the  reduclion  of  that  province.  The 
Generals  Schuyler  and  Montgomery,  with  two  regi- 
ments of  New-York  militia,  a  body  of  New -Eng- 
land men,  and  feme  others,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  near  3000  men,  w^ere  appointed  to  this  fervice, 
A  number  of  batteaux,  or  flat  bcais,  were  built  at 
Ticondercga  or  Crown  Point,  to  convey  the  forces 
along  Lake  Champlain  to  the  River  Sorel,  which 
forms  the  entrance  into  Canada,  and  is  compofed 
of  the  furpluo  waters  of  ihe  lakes,  which  it  dif- 
charges  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  w^ould 
afrord  a  happy  communication  betv/een  both,  were 
it  not  for  fome  rapids  that  obilrucl  the  navigation. 

Not  above  half  the  forces  were  yet  arrived,  when 
Montgomery,  who  was  at  Crown-Point,  received 
fome  ijitelligence  which  rendered  him  apprehenfive 
that  a  fchooner  of  ccnfiderable  force,  witll  fome 
other  armed  veiTels,  which  lay  at  the  Fort  of  St. 
John's,  on  the  river  Sorel,  w^ere  preparing  to  enter 
the  Lake,  and  thereby  elfedualiy  obilrutl:  their 
paiTage.  He  thereupon,  in  the  latter  end  of  Augufl:, 
proceeded  with  fuch  force  as  he  had  to  the  iile  of 
Aux  Noix,  which  lies  in  the  entrance  of  the  river, 
arid  tool^  neceifary  meafures  to  guard  againfl  the 

pafTage  of  thofe  yeiTels  into  the  Lake.— Schuyler, 

who  at  that  tim^e  commanded  in  chief,  having  alfo 
arrived  from  Albany,  ihey  publlihed  a  declaration 
to  encourage  the  Canadians  to  join  them,  and  with 
the  fame  hope  or  dengn,  puihed  on  to  the  Fort 
of  St.  John,  which  lies  only  aoout  a  dozen  miles 
from  the  iHand.  The  fire  from  the  Fort,  as  wxll  as  Sept.  6t 
the  (Irong  appearances  of  force  and  refiflance  which 
they  obferved,  occafioned  their  landing  at  a  ccn- 
fiderable 
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1775.  fiderable  diflance,  in  a  country  compofed  of  thick 
^y'^r^u  woods,  deep  fwainps,  and  interfe6led  v/ith  creeks 
and  waters.  In  this  fituation  they  v/ere  vigoroufly 
attacked  by  a  confiderable  body  of  Indians,  who 
^d  not  negled  the  advantages  which  they  derived 
from  it ;  along  with  which,  finding  that  the  Fort 
was  well  garrifoned  and  provided,  they  found  it 
neceflary  the  next  day  to  return  to  their  former 
ftation  on  the  iiland,  and  to  defer  their  operations 
.  until  the  arrival  of  the  artillery  and  reinforcements 
which  were  expeded. 


Schuy-  Schuyler  upon  this  retreat  returned  to  Albany, 
.er  re-  ^q  conclude  a  treaty  which  he  had  for  fome  time 
Albany.  ^^^^  negociating  w^ith  the  Indians  in  that  quarter, 
and  found  himfelf  afterwards  fo  occupied  by  bufi- 
nsfs,  or  broken  in  upon  by  illnefs,  that  the  whole 
weight  and  danger  of  the  Canada  war  fell  upon 
Montgomery,  a  man  moll  eminently  qualified  for  any 
military  fervice.  His  firil  meafuVe  was  to  detach 
thofe  Indians  who  had  joined  General  Carleton 
from  his  fervice,  and  being  flrengthened  by  the  arri- 
val of  his  reinforcements  and  artillery,  he  prepared 
to  lay  fiege  to  the  fort  of  St.  John.  This  fort  was 
garrifoned  by  the  greater  part  of  the  7th  and  26th 
regiments  being  nearly  all  the  regular  troops  then  in 
Canada  ;  and  was  well  provided  with  ilores,  am- 
munition, and  artillery. 

The   provincial  parties  were  fpread  over  the  ad- 
jacent country,  and  were  every  w^here  received  with 
open  arms  by  the  Canadians,   who  befides  joining 
them  in  confiderable  numbers,   gave   them  every 
poiTible  affillance,  whether  in  carrying  on  the  fiege, 
removing   their  artillery,   or  fupplying   them  with 
Ethan       provifions  and  neceiTarics.     In  this  flate  of  things, 
Allen       the  adventurer  Ethan  Allen,  who  without  any  com- 
and  his     mlfTion  from  the  Congrefs,  had  a  principal  fhare  in 
P^^^y        the  original  expedition  to  the  lakes,  and  the  capture 
prifoners.  ^^  fo^ts,  and  who  fmcc,  under  the  title  of  colonel, 

feems 
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feems  rather  to  have  adled  as  a  partizan,  than  as    1775- 
obedient  to  any  regular  command,  thought  to  fig-   ^^^^v-"*^ 
nahze,  and  raife    himfelf  mto  importance,  by  fur- 
prifmg  the    town    of  Montreal.     This  raih  enter- 
prize  he  undertook  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  party  of 
Englilh  Provincials  and   Canadians,    without    the 
knowledge  of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  alTift- 
ancc  which  he  might  have  procured,  from  fomeof  the 
other  detached  parties.     The  event  was  fuitablc  to 
the  temerity    of  the   undertaking.     Being  met  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  town,  by  the  militia,  under 
the  command  of  EngUfh  officers,  and  fupportsd  by 
the  few  regulars  who  were  in  the  place,  he  was  de- 
feated and  taken   prifoner,  with  near  forty  of  his 
party,  the  reft  who  furvived  efcaping  in  the  woods. 
Allen,  with  his  fellow  prifoners,  were  by  General 
Carleton's  orders  loaded  with  irons,  and  fent  in 
that   condition  on  board  a  man  of  war  to  England, 
from  whence,  however,  they  were  in  fome  time  re- 
manded back  to  America. 

The  progrefs  of  Montgomery  was  for  fome  time 
retarded,  by  want  of  ammunition  fufficient  to  carry- 
ing on  a  fiege  ;  which  of  all  operations  demands 
the  greatell  fupply  of  powder  and  ball.  The  Fort 
of  St.  John's,  which  commands  the  entrance  in- 
to Canada,  could  not  be  reduced  without  a  tolerable 
provifion  of  that  kind.  A  fortunate  event  difen- 
gaged  hiiQ  from,  this  difficulty.  A  little  Fort  called 
Chainble  lay  deeper  in  the  country,  and  feemed  ^^"^^ 
covered  by  St.  John's.  It  was  garrifoned  by  a  fmall  ^':^^  ^^ 
detachment  of  the  7th  regiment,  and  was  ift  no 
very  defenfible  condition.  To  this  he  turned  his 
firft  thoughts,  and  by  pulhing  forward  a  party  join- 
ed by  fome  Canadians,  he  eafily  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  that  fort.  Here  he  found  confidcrable  (lores  ; 
but  the  article  of  greateft  confequence  to  him  was 
the  gunpowder,  which  they  were  m.uch  diflreiled 
for  i  and  of  which  they  took  abovq^  120  barrels. 

This 
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1775.     This  acquifition  facilitated  the  fiege  of  St.  John's^ 
^^y^^r>>j    which  had  ianguifned  for  want  of  ammuniticn. 

Fort  '^^^  garrifon  of  St.  John's,  tinder  the  command 

St.John*s  of  Major  Prefton,  amounted  to  betv/een  6  and  700 
bcfiegcd.  men,  of  which  about  500  were  regulars,  and  the 
red  Canadian  volunteers*  They  endured  the  dif- 
ficulties and  hardiliips  of  a  very  long  {\^g^^  aug- 
mented by  a  fcarcity  of  provifions,  with  unabating 
conftancy  and  refolution.  In  the  mean  time,  Gen, 
Carleton  was  indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  to 
raife  a  force  fufiicicnt  for  its  relief.  Attempts  had 
Carle-  ^^^^  ^^^  ^ovA^  time  made  by  Colonel  M'Lean,  for 
ton's  At'  raifmg  a  Scotch  regiment,  under  the  title  of  Royal 
feat  at  Highland  Emigrants,  to  be  com.pof(?d  of  natives  of 
Longueil  ^2X  country  who  had  lately  arrived 'in  America, 
and  w^ho  in  confequcnce  of  the  troubles  had  not 
obtained  fettlements.  With  thefe,  and  fome  Cana- 
dians, to  the  amount  of  a  few  hundred  men,  the 
Colonel  was  polled  near  the  jundion  of  the  Sorel 
v/ith  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The  General  v/as  at 
Montreal,  v/hcre,  with  the  greatefl  difficulty,  and 
by  every  poflible  micans  he  had  got  together  near  a 
tlioufand  men,  compofed  principally  of  Canadians, 
with  a  few  regulars,  and  fome  Englifh  officers  and 
volunteers.  With  thefe  he  intended  a  jundion 
w^ith  McLean,  and  then  to  have  marched  diredly 
to  the  relief  of  St.  John's.  But  upon  his  attempt- 
ing to  pafs  over  from  the  ifland  of  Montreal,  he  was 
encountered  at  Longueil  by  a  party  of  the  Provin- 
cials, who  eafdy  repuifed  the  Canadians,  and  put  a 
fcop  to  the  whole  defign.  Another  party  had  pufli- 
ed  M'Lcan  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel,  vrhcre 
the  Canadians  having  received  advice  of  the  Go* 
vernor's  defeat,  immediately  abandoned  him  to  a 
m^an,  and  he  was  oblio-ed  to  make  the  bed  of  his 
v/ay  to  Quebec,  with  the  emigrants. 

In  the  mean  time,  Montgomery  puflied  on  the 
fiege  of  St.  John's  with  great  vigour,  had  advanced 

his 
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his  works  very  near  tlie  body  of  the  fort,  and  Vv-as    1775. 


Wv^>-<' 


making  preparations  for  a  general  afTault.  Nor 
was  there  iefs  alacrity  in  the  defence,  the  fpirit  as 
well  as  the  fire  of  the  garrifon  being  equally  fup- 
port?ed  to  the  lail.  In  this  Hate  of  things,  an  ac* 
count  of  the  fuccefs  at  Longueil,  accompanied  by 
the  prifoners  who  were  taken,  arrived  at  the  camp, 
upon  which  Montgomery  fent  a  flag  and  a  letter  by 
one  of  them  to  Major  Preilon,  hoping  that  a§  all 
means  of  relief  were  now  cut  off  by  the  Governor's 
defeat,  he  would,  by  a  timely  furrender  of  the  fort, 
prevent  that  farther  efiuiion  of  blood,  which  a  fruit- 
lefs  and  obflinate  defence  mufl  necelfarily  occafion. 

The  Pvlajor  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  fev/  days 
time  in  hopes  of  being  relieved  ;  but  this  was  re- 
fufed,  on  account  of  the  latenefs  and  feveritv  of  the 
feafon  ;  he  alfo  endeavoured,  in  fettling  the  terms 
of  capitulcUion,  to  obtain  liberty  for  the  garrifon  to 
depart  for  Great-Britain,  which  proved  equally 
fruitlefs,  and  they  were  obliged,  after  being  allow- 
ed the  honours  of  war  on  account  of  their  brave 
defence,  to  lay  down  their  arm.s,  and  furrender 
themfeives  prifoners.  They  were  allowed  their  ^^''''  3^* 
baggage  and  effects,  the  officers  to  wear  their  g^^  j^/^^* 
fwords,  and  their  other  arms  to  be  prefcrved  for  taken, 
them  till  the  troubles  were  at  an  end.  In  all  tran- 
fadlons  with  our  forces,  Montgomery  Vv-rit,  fpoke, 
and  behaved  with  that  attention,  regard,  and  polite- 
nefs,  to  both  private  men  and  ofHcsrs,  which  might 
be  expciSted  from  a  man  of  worth  and  honour,  who 
found  himfelf  involved  in  an  unhappy  quarrel  with 
his  friends  and  countrymen.  All  the  prifoners  were 
fent  up  the  Lakes  by  the  w-ay  of  Ticonderago,  to 
thofe  interior  parts  of  the  col(^ies  which  were  bed 
adapted  to  provide  for  their  reception  and  fecurity. 
The  Provincials  found  a  confiderablc  quantity  of 
artillery  and  ufefal  ilores-  in  thcLpiace* 

H  h  Upon 
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1775.  Upon  McLean's  retreat  to  Quebec,  the  party  who^ 
^w^^^*^'  had  reduced  him  to  that  neceffity,  immediately 
ereiled  batteries  on  a  point  of  land  at  the  junction 
of  the  Sorel  with  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  efcape  dovvn  the  latter  of  a  number 
of  armed  vefTels,  which  General  Carleton  had  at 
Montreal  ;  they  alfo  conflrucled  armed  rafts  and 
floating  batteries  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Thefe  mea- 
fures  effe£lually  prevented  the  paiTage  of  General 
Carleton's  armament  to  Quebec,  which  were  not 
only  foiled  in  feverai  attempts,  but  purfued,  attack- 
ed, and  driven  from  their  anchors  up  the  river  by 
the  Provincials ;  fo  that  as  General  Montgom.ery 
approached  Montreal  immediately  after  the  furren- 
der  of  St.  John's,  the  Governor's  fituation,  whether 
in  the  town  or  aboard  the  veffels,  became  equally 
critical. 

Montreal  This  danger  was  foon  increafed  by  the  arrival  of 
taken.  General  P>lontgomery  at  Montreal,  where  a  capitu- 
lation was  propofed  by  the  principal  French  and 
Enghfii  inhabitants,  including  a  kind  of  general 
treaty,  v/hich  Montgom^ery  refufed,  as  they  were  in 
no  Hate  of  defence  to  entitle  them  to  a  capitulation, 
and  were  unable  to  fulfil  the  conditions  on  their 
part.  He,  however,  gave  them  a  vvTitten  anfwcr, 
in  which  he  declared.  That  the  Continental  army 
having  a  generous  difdain  of  every  ad  of  oppreiTion 
and  violence,  and  having  come  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  giving  liberty  and  fecurity,  he,  there- 
fore, engaged  his  honour  to  maintain,  in  the  peace- 
able polieiiion  of  their  property  of  every  kind,  the 
individuals  and  religious  communities  of  the  city  of 
Montreal.  He  engaged  for  the  maintenance  of  all 
the  inhabitants  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  \ 
hoped  that  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  all  the. 
Canadians  would  be  eflablilhed  upon  the  moil  per- 
manent footing  by  a  Provincial  Congrefs  ;  promifed 
that  courts  of  jullice  fliould  be  fpecdily  eltablifl:ied 
upon  the  moil  liberal  plan,    conformable  to  the 

•     Britiili 
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Britldi   Conrcltutlon ;    and,    in   genera],   complied     ^yys* 
"with  other  articles,  fo  far  as  they  were  coniiilient,    ^<-'^vn^ 
and   in  his  power.     This  fecurity  being  given  to 
the  people,  his  troops  took  poilefiion  of  the  town. 

Nothing  could  now  afford  the  flighted  hope  of 
the  Drefervation  of  anv  part  of  Canada  but  the  late- 
nefs  of  the  feafon.     Whether  through  inability  for 
fo  great   an  enterprize,  or  from  difference  of  opi- 
nion, the  invaiion  of  that  province  was  not  under- 
taken until  the  feafon  for  military  operations  \^as 
nearly  paffed.     To   balance  this,  there   remained 
but  an   handful  of  regular  troops  in  Canada,   and 
the    taking  of  General   Carleton,    which   feemed 
nearly  certain,  would  have  rendered  its  fate  inevi- 
table.    Fortune,  however,   determined  otherwife, 
and  at  the  time  that  all  hopes  of  th^  armed  veffcis 
being  able  to  get  down  the   river  v/ere  given  up, 
and  that  Montgomery  was  preparing  batteaux  with 
light  artillery  at  Montreal  to   attack  them  on  that 
fide,    and  force  them*   dowm   upon    the   batteries, 
means  w^ere  fuccefsfully  taken  for  conveying  the 
Governor,  in  a  dark  night,  in  a  boat  with  mulHed  p   ^ 
paddles,  pall:  the  enemies  guards  and  batteries,  and  retires  to 
he  arrived  fafely  at  Quebec,  which  he  found  envi-  Quebec; 
roned  with  danger  from  an   unexpected  quarter. 
As  it  was  impradicable  to  fave  the  ffiips.  General 
Preicot  was   obliged  to   enter  into  a  capitQlation 
with  the  Provincials,  by  wdiich   the   whole  of  the 
river  naval  forc^,  confiding  of  eleven  armed  veffcis, 
was  furrendcred  into  their  hands,  the  General  him-  Armed 
felf,  with  feveral  other  officers,  feme  L^entlemen  in  r^  ^  ^  •, 
tne  civil  department,  Canadian  volunteers,  and  near 
120  Englifli  foldiers,  all  of  whom  had  taken  refuge 
on  board  upon  the  approach  of  General  Montgo- 
jnery  to  Montreal,  becoming  priloners  of  war. 

Whild  the  Provincials  were  U^us  carrying  on  the  Sep.  311!^ 
war  in  Upper  Canada  from  the  New- York   fide, 
and  by  the  old  beaten  courfe  of  the  Lakes,  an  ex- 
pedition. 
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pedition,  confiderably  diflinguirhed  by  its  novelty, 
ipirit,  enterprize,  by  the  difficiildes  that  oppofcd. 
Col.  Ar-  and  the  conitancy  that  fucceeded  in  its  execution, 
nold's  Vv'as  undertaken  directly  againil  the  lower  part  of 
furprifing  j-j^g  province  and  city  of  Quebec,  from  the  New- 
expw  I-      Enpland  fide,  bv  a  route  which   had  hitherto  been 

tion  to  o .  ^       ■>      , 

Qiiebtc,  untried,  and  contidered  as  impradicable.  This 
bylar4.  expedition  was  undertaken  by  Colonel  Arnold, 
who  about  the  middle  of  September,  at  the  head 
of  two  regiments,  confifting  of  about  iioo  men, 
marched  from  the  camp  near  Bofton,  to  New^bury* 
Port,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Merrimack,  where 
veffels  were  in  readinefs  to  convey  them  by  fea  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Kennebec,  in  New-Hamp- 
lliire  J    a  voyage  of  about  forty  leagues. 

On  the  2 2d  of  the  fame  month  they  embarked 
their  (lores  and  troops  in  200  batteaux,  at  Gardi- 
ner*s  Town,  on  the  Kennebec,  and  proceeded  with 
great  difficulty  up  that  river,  having  a  rapid  ilreanr, 
with  a  rocky  bottom  and  fhores,  continually  inter- 
rupted by  falls  and  carrying  places,  with  numberlcfs 
other  impeamients  to  encounter.  In  this  paliagc 
the  baueaux  were  frequently  hiled  with  w^ater,  or 
overfei ;  in  confequence  of  which  a  part  of  their 
arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions  were  fonietimes 
lolt.  At  the  numerous  carrying  places,  Behdes  the 
labour  of  loading  and  reloading,  they  w^erc  obliged 
to  convey  tlie  boats  on  their  ihoulders.  The  great 
carrying  pjace  was  about  twelve  miles  acrofs.  Tiiat 
part  of  the  detachment  whxh  was  not  emplo^^ed  in 
the  batteaux,  marched  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
and  the  boats  and  men  being  difpofed  in  three  divi- 
fions,  each  divilion  encamped  together  every  night. 
Nor  was  the  march  by  land  more  eligible  than  the  paf- 
fagc  by  water..  They  had  thick  w^^ods,  deep  Rvampr, 
dillicuit  mountains,  and  precipices,  alternately  to  en- 
counter, and  were  at  times  obliged  to  cut  their  way 
for  miles  through  the  thickets.  At  the  carrying- 
places  they  were  obliged  to  traverfe  the  fame  ground 

feveral 
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feveral   times    heavy  loaded.     From    all   thefe  im-    1775. 
pediments   their  progrels  was   of  Gourle  very  flow,    ^^^^-^r^j  ^ 
being  in  general  only  from  4  or   5  to  9  or  10  miles 
a  day.     The   conitant   fatigue    and  labour  cauied 
many  to  fall  fick,  which  added  to  their  ditiicukies, 
and  provihons  grew  at  length  fo  fcarce,  that  fome  of 
the  men  eat  their  dogs,   and  whatever  elfe  of  any 
kind  that  could  be  converted  to  food. 

When  thev  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  Kennebec, 
they  fent  back   their  Tick,  and  one  of  the  Colonels 
took  that  opportunity  of  returning  with  his  divifion, 
under  pretence  of  the  fcarcity  of  provifions,  with- 
out the  confent  or  knowledge  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  who  had  marched  forwards.     By  this  defer- 
tlon,  and  the  fick  that  were  returned,  Arnold's  de- 
tachment were    reduced   to  about  one  third  of  its 
original  number.     They,  however,  proceeded  with 
their    ufual    conftancy  ;     and    having    eroded    the 
"heights    of  land,    as    a    ridge  that    extends    quite 
through  the  continent  is  called,   and  from  whence 
the  waters  on  cither  fide,  take  courles  dlrediiy  con- 
trary to  thole  on  the  other,  they  at  length  arrived  at 
the   head   of  the  river  Chandiere,    which  running 
through  Canada,  falls  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
near  Quebec.   Their  difliculties  were  novv''  growing  to 
an  end,  and  they  foon  approached  the  inhabited  parts 
of  Canada  ;   on  the  3d  of  November,  a  party  Vv'hich  Nov.   ^<\, 
they  had  puflied  forward   returned  with  provifions   .      ^ , 
and  they  ioon  after  came  to  a  houfe,  being  the  firll  enct^rs'the 
they  had  beheld  for  thirty-one  days,  having  fpent  river  St, 
that  whole  time  in  traverfmg  an  hideous  w^iidernefs,  Law- 
without  ever  meeting  any  thing  human.  rencoh 

The  Canadians  received  them  here  v/ith  the  fame 
good  will  that  Montgomery's  corps  had  experienced 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montreal ;  they  fupplied 
them  liberally  with  provifions  and  necelfaries,  and 
rendered  them  every  other  alliftance  in  their  pov/er, 
Arnold  immediately  publilhed    an  addreis    to   &^ 

people  ■ 
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people  figned  by  General  Wafnlngton,  of  the  fame 

nature  with    that  which  had  been  before  iifued    by 

His  Ad-    Schuyler  and  Montgomery,   They  were  invited  to  join 

drefs  to     \vith  the  other  colonies  in  an  indiiToluble  union.    To 

the  Ca-     range  themfelves  under  the    flandard    of    general 

na  lans.     p^i^ej-j-y^     They  were  informed,  that  the  armament 

was  lent  into  the  province,   not  to  plunder,  but  to 

proteft  and  animate  them  ;   that    they  themfelves 

were  enjoined  to  ad,   and  to  confider  themfelves, 

as  in  the  country  of  their  bed  friends ;  they  were 

requeftcd,  therefore,  not  to  defert  their  habitations, 

nor  fly  from  their  friends  ;  but  to  provide  them  with 

fuch  fupplies   as   their   country  afforded  ;  and  he 

pledged   himfelf  for  their    fafety  and   fecurity,    as 

well  as  for  an  ample  compenlation.- 

State  of  The  city  of  Quebec  was  at  this  time  in  a  flate  of 
attairs  at  great  weaknefs,  as  well  as  internal  difcontent  and 
Quebec,  clifordcr.  The  Britifh  merchants  and  inhabitants 
had  been  long  much  difgufted  and  diifatished.  Their 
oppofition  to  the  Quebec  Ad,  and  the  petitions 
which  they  had  fent  to  England  upon  that  fubject, 
had  been  gricvouily  refented  by  their  own  govern- 
ment ;  and  from*  that  period,  they  had,  as  the  dif- 
contented  faid,  not  only  been  flighted  and  treated 
with  indiilerence ;,  but  even  regarded  with  an  ap- 
parent eye  of  diflrufc  and  fulpicion.  They  com- 
plained, that  as  the  great  political  object  in  that 
country,  v.'as  to  attach  the  native  Canadians  inviol- 
ably  to  government,  fo  the  French  -nobleffe,  and 
civil  officers,  became,  excepting  the  Britifli  mili- 
tary, the  only  favourites ;  and  thefe  having  foon 
acquired  the  manners  and  affedations  of  all  other 
courtiers  and  favourites,  pafied  no  occafion  to  in- 
fuittbe  Engliih  as  malcontents,  with  the  violence  of 
their  zeal,  and  the  outragcoufnefs  of  their  loyalty. 
They  reprefcnted,  that  thefe  new  courtiers  induftri- 
oufly  brought  up  queilions  upon  public  aiiVirs,  and 
difcourfes  upon  government  in  their  company,  and 
then  conibued  that  freedom  of  opinion,  which  the 

native 
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native  EngliCli  had  derived  from  nature  and  habit,  1775* 
as  well  as  from  prefent  difcontent,  as  proceed-  ^<-'''"^^^"^' 
inp-  from  real  ill  dcli^n  and  difafFed:ion,  There 
needs  not  a  (Ironger  proof  how  little  they  were  trult- 
cd  or  regarded,  than  that  when  the  troops  were 
fent  off  to  Montreal  and  the  Sorel  to  oppofc  the 
rebels,  notwithllanding  the  very  alarming  ftate  of 
public  affairs,  and  that  the  city,  together  with  the 
large  property  which  they  poffeffed  in  It,  were  left 
expofed  without  a  garrifon  ;  yet  their  application 
for  leave  to  be  embodied  as  a  militia  for  its  defence, 
fo  far  from  being  complyed  with,  was  not  even,  as 
they  affirmed,  deemed  worthy  of  an  anfv/er.  How 
much  of  this  reprefentation  v\^as  the  mere  effed  of 
difcontent,  we  cannot  undertake  to  fay.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  great  heartburnings  and  animofities  pre- 
vailed among  the  Engliih  civil  fubjecls  and  the  mili- 
tary powder  in  that  government,  which  the  Quebec 
atl  irritated  and  inflamed  to  a  high  degree. 

Neither  does  it  appear  that  any  great  reliance 
could  be  placed  at  that  time  upon  the  French  in- 
habitants for  the  defence  of  the  city.  Many  of 
them  were  at  leair  wavering,  and  fome  worfe.  As 
to  other  matters,  there  v/ere  no  troops  of  any  fort  in 
the  place.,  until  McLean's  handful  of  new  raifed 
emigrants  arrived  from  the  Sorrel.  Some  marines 
v/hich  the  Governor  had  fent  for  Bofton,  w^ere  re- 
fufed  by  a  naval  council  of  war,  from  the  latenefs 
of  the  feafon,  and  the  danger  of  the  navigation. 
The  militia,  however,  had  been  lately  emboaied  by 
the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

Such  was  the   flate  of  affairs  at  Quebec,  when  Nov.  9th 
Arnold  and  his  party  appeared  at  Point  Levi,  oppo-  Amoid 
fite  the  town.     The  river  was  fortunately  between  fPF'^^^s 
them,  and  the  boats  fecurcd,   otherwife   it  ieems  n,,!"',,^ 
highly  probable  that  they  would  have  become  m af- 
ters of  the  place  in  the  hrfl  furprife  and  confufion. 
This  defect  was  indeed  remedied  in  a  few  days  by 

the 
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I  jj^,  the  alacrity  of  the  Canadians,  v/bo  fupplicd  them  with 
V'^'^^^  canoes,  and  they  effedled  their  palTage  in  a  dark 
Eight,  notwithilanding  the  vigilance  of  the  armed 
velTeis  and  frigates  of  war  in  the  river.  But  the 
critical  moment  was  nov/pafied.  Tiie  difcontentcd 
inhabitants,  Enghih  and  Canadians,  as  foon  as  dan- 
ger prciied,  united  for  their  common  defence. 
They  became  fcrioufly  alarmed  for  the  immcnfc 
property  which  Qiiebec  contained.  They  dchred 
to  be,  and  were,  embodied  and  armed.  The  iailors 
had  landed,  and  were  at  the  batteries  to  ferve  tiie 
guns,  the  defendants  were  conhdcrably  fuperior  in 
number  to  the  ahailants,  and  Arnold  had  no  artillery. 
In  thefe  circumdances,  his  only  hope  m-un:  have 
been  the  defection  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  difap- 
pointed  in  that,  nothing  remained  pradicable  for 
him,  but  intercepting  the  roads,  and  cutting  off  the 
fupplies,  until  the  arrival  of  Montgomery.  He 
accordingly  paraded  for  fome  days  on  the.  heights 
near  the  town,  and  fent  two  flags  to  fummon  the 
inhabitants  ;  but  they  were  nred  at,  and  no  mef- 
fage  admitted  ;  upon  which,  he  at  length  drew 
off  his  detachment  into  quarters  of  refrelhment. 

li\  the  mean  time,  Montgomery  having  found 
plenty  of  woollen  m.anufadures,  and  other  articles 
pf  w^ear,  at  Montreal,  took  that  opportunity  of  new-, 
death ing  his  troops,  who  had  fuffered  exceffively 
from  the  fcverity  of  the  climate,  the  deepnefs  of  the 
roads,  and  the  want  of  covering  fnitable  to  fuch 
circumftanccs.  Notwithitanding  the  fxattering 
appearance  of  h'.s  fucceffes,  the  iituation  of  that 
commander  was  far  from  being  enviable  ;  and  in- 
deed  was  attended  with  continual  and  growing  diin- 
cukies,  that  nothing  lefs  than  his  own  renins  could 
furmount.  The  difficulty  of  conducing  and  govern- 
ing an  army,  compofed  wdioily  of  new  foldiers,  and 
thefe  led  diredly  from  their  civil  occupations  to  the 
field,  even  fuppofmg  them  raifed  in  old  coun- 
tries, and  where  fubordination  is  the  moil  perfQ<!:l:ly 

cdablirn- 
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eftabliflied,  will  be  conceived  by  thofe  perfons  who  1775. 
arc  the  moil  coiiverfant  in  military  aifairs.  But  ^-^^-^^^ 
here  the  taoops  were  compofed  of  men  the  moil 
unufcd,  and  who  from  principles,  habits,  and  man- 
ner of  life,  were  the  moil  avcrfe  to  every  idea  of 
fubordination,  of  any  civilized  people  in  the  known 
world  ;  they  were  to  be  trained  on  through  num- 
berlefs  wants  and  diftreffes,  through  flrange  and 
defart  countries,  and  when  arrived  at  the  fccne  of 
action,  with  arras  in  their  hands,  in  all  the  wanton- 
nefs  of  military  parade,  their  wants  v/ere  to  be  en- 
dured, their  appetites  reflrained,  and  their  licenti- 
oufnefs  controuled,  for  fear  of  alienating  the  affcc* 
tions  of  the  Canadians,  while  every  appearance  of  a 
harih  or  ftricl:  military  difciplinc  was  equally  to  be 
avoided,  under  the  dread  of  their  own  defection. 
They  were  befides  only  enlifled  for  a  certain  iliort 
term,  according  to  the  ufual  pradlice  of  the  colo- 
nies ;  and  as  the  time  of  their  difcharge  now  drew 
near,  there  was  nothing  but  the  name  of  their  leader, 
and  atFedion  to  his  perfon,  tp  keep  them  longer 
together. 

General  Carlcton  arrived  at  Quebec  about  the 
time  that  Arnold's  detachment  had  retired  from  its 
neighbourhood, and  immediately  took  fuch  meafures 
for  its  defence,  as  were  fuitable  to  that  military 
chara£ler  which  he  had  long  eflabliihed.  His  firft 
a<il:  was  to  oblige  all  thofe  to  quit  the  town  with  their 
families,  vv^ho  refufed  to  take  up  arms  in  its  defence. 
The  garrifon,  including  ail  others  who  did  duty, 
confilted  of  about  1500  men,  a  number,  fuppofmg 
them  even  the  beft  troops,  totally  unequal  to  the 
defence  of  fuch  extenfive  works,  if  an  equal  weak-  >. 
nefs  had  not  prevailed  on  the  fide  of  the  befiegers. 
Of  thefe,  it  could  fcarcely  be  faid  that  any  were 
regulars,  M'Lean's  corps  being  newly  raifed,  and 
the  only  company  of  the  7  th  regiment  which  had 
efcaped  being  taken,  confiding  principally  of  re^ 
cruits  ;  the  reft  were  compofed  of  the  Britilh  and 

1  i  French 


57^^  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  of  the  Chap.  \1L. 

French  militia,  a  few  marines,  and  about  450  fea- 
men,  belonging  to  the  King's  frigates,  and  to  the 
merchant  fhips  that  wintered  in  the  harbour.  Thefe 
laft,  habituated  to  the  management  of  great  guns, 
^nd  to  prompt  manoeuvres  were  the  real  flrcngth 
•  of  the  garrifon. 

Is  joined       Montgomery,  having  left  fome  troops  in  Mon- 
by  Gen.    ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  forts,  and  fent  detachments  into  diffe- 
me^ry.^      rent  parts  of  the  province,  to  encourage  the  Cana- 
dians, as  well  as  to  forward  fupplies  of  provilions 
and  necefTaries,  pufhed  on  with  as   many  men  as 
could  be  fpared  from  thefe  fervices,  and  fuch  artil- 
lery as  he  could  procure,  to  join  Arnold.     Their 
march  was  in  winter  ;    through  bad  roads,  in  a 
fevere  climate ;  beneath  the  fall  of  the  firfl  fnows, 
-    and  therefore  made  under  great  hardihips ;  which, 
however,  they  encountered  with  equal  refolution  j 
and  arrived  with  incredible  expedition  at  Quebec. 

Dec.  5th       Upon  their  arrival  before  the  town,  Montgomery 
.      wrote  a   letter  to  the  Governor,    magnifying  his 
r    ^  ^^^^  own  (Ireno^th,  flatlng  the  weaknefs  of  the  e^arrifon, 
gj^  Ihewmg  the  impoflibility  of  relief,  and  recommend- 

ing an  immediate  furrender,  to  avoid  the  dreadful 
confequences  which  mufl  attend  a  florm,  irritated, 
as  he  laid,  his  victorious  troops  were,  at  the  inju- 
rious and  cruel  treatment  which  they  had  in  various 
particulars  received  at  his  hands.  Though  the  flag 
that  conveyed  this  letter,  as  well  as  every  other  was 
fired  at,  and  all  communication  abfolutely  forbid- 
den by  the  Governor,  Montgomery,  found  other 
means  to  convey  a  letter  of  the  fame  nature ;  but 
neither  threats  nor  dangers  could  produce  any 
effeCl  upon  the  inflexible  firmnefs  of  the  veteran 
V  .     Governor. 

.  It  does  not  appear  that  Montgomery's  forces 

.    were  very  much  fuperior  in  number  or  quality,  to 

^ofe,  fuch  as  they  were,  who  defended  the  town. 

His 
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His  only  profpecl  of  fuccefs  feemed  therefore  to  be  1775. 
founded  upon  the  iinprellion  which  the  parade  of  ^^-'"^^"^ 
his  preparations,  and  the  violence  of  his  attacks 
might  make  upon  the  motley  garrifon,  or  if  thofe 
failed,  to  weary  them  out  by  continual  motions  and 
falfe  alarm;?.  He  accordingly  commenced  a  bom- 
bardment, with  five  fmall  mortars,  which  continued  Szege.  ^ 
for  fom.e  days,  and  might  have  been  fuppofed  to 
have  anfwered  tlie  former  of  thofe  intentions,  by 
throwing  the  garrifon  into  diforder  ;  but. the  intre- 
pidity of  the  Governor,  leconded  by  the  bravery, 
indefatigable  induftry  and  perfeverance  of  the  chief 
officers,  as  well  as  the  adivity  of  the  feamen  and 
marines,  prevented  the  expected  efl'ed.  We  muil 
do  jullice  aifo  to  the  garrifon  in  general,  who  nobly 
followed  the  example,  and  fupported  the  bravery 
of  their  commanders,  and  endured  the  incomniodi- 
ties,'  wants  and  diftrelfes,  incident  to  fo  long  a  fiege, 
joined  to  a  mod  grievouily  fevere  and  unremitted 
duty,  with  wonderful  conflancy  and  refolution. 

In  a  few  days  Montgomery  opened  a  fix-gun 
battery  at  about  700  yards  diltance  from  the  walls; 
but  his.  metal  was  too  light  to  produce  any  coniide- 
rable  effed.  In  the  mean  time  the  fnow  lay  deep 
upon  the  ground,  and  the  feverity  of  the  climate 
was  fuch,  that  human  nature  feemed  incapable  of 
withftanding  its  force  in  the  field.  The  hardfnips 
and  fatigues  which  the  Provincial  foldiers  under- 
went, both  from  the  feafon,  and  the  fmallnefs  of 
their  nnmber,  feemed  incredible,  and  could  only 
be  endured  from  their  enthuriaftic  adherence  to 
their  caufe,  and  through  the  affe^lion  or  efteern 
which  they  bore  to  their  General.  This  cohllancy 
mud  however  fail,  if  the  evils  were  increafed,  or 
too  long  continued.  The  time  for  which  many  of 
the  foldiers  had  engaged  was  alio  expired,  or  ex- 
piring ;  and  it  could  not  be  anfwered  how  foon 
they  might  infill  upon  returning  home,  nor  whe- 
ther fuch  an  event  would  not  totally  break  up  the 

little 
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1775.    little  army.     It  is  faid,  that  the  New-York  mea 

Ky^rsj   ^vere  too  fenfible  of  the  climate,  and  did  not  ihew 

the  vigour  or  perfeverance  of  thofe  hardy  New- 

Englanders   who   hud  traverXed   the  defarts  with 

Arnold. 

Attempt  In  thefe  drcumftanccs,  Montgomery  thought  tha« 
to  take  fomething  decifive  mull  immediately  be  done,  or 
9;rY\  ^^^^^  ^^^  benefit  of  his  paft  fucceiles  would,  in  a 
sle!  ^^  *  g^^^^  degree,  be  loll  to  the  caufe  in  which  he  wa§' 
engaged,  and  liis  own  renown,  which  now  fhone  in 
great  lullre,  be  dimmed,  if  not  obfcured.  He  knew 
the  Americans  would  confider  Quebec  as  takeii 
from  the  inllant  that  they  had  heard  of  his  arrival 
before  it.  That  the  higher  their  expe&tions  were 
raifed,  the  more  grievous  the  difappointment  would 
be  in  cafe  of  a  failure.  Their  confidence  of  fuccefs> 
was  founded  upon  the  high  opinion  which  they  held 
of  his  courage  and  ability  \  to  forfeit  that  opinion, 
%vas  the  worii  of  all  poiTible  confequences.  Yet^ 
to  attempt  the  city  by  ftorm,  with  a  garrifon  equal 
in  nurnber  to  the  aifailants,  and  the  great  natural 
flrength  of  the  upper  town  to  encounter,  which  is 
one  of  thofe  places  that  are  ufually  called  impreg- 
nable, feemed  an  effort  truly  delperate.  But  great 
minds  are  feldom  good  calculators  of  danger  ;  and 
if  the  glory  in  view  be  great,  do  not  minutely  at- 
tend to  the  difficulties  which  lie  in  their  way  to  that 
object.  Indeed,  the  mod  iiluftrious  military  at- 
chievements,  in  all  ages,  have  owed  their  fuccels  to 
a  noble  conrempt  of  common  forms,  and  common 
calculations.  Fortune,  in  contempt  of  the  pride  of 
man,  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  the  great  arbiter 
in  war.  Upon  the  v^^hole,  Montgomery,  depend- 
ing much  upon  fortune,  and  not  a  little  upon  the 
nature  and  difpofition  of  the  garrifon,  determined 
upon  a  defperate  attempt  to  carry  the  place  by 
eicaladCv 

Whilil 
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Whilfl  he  was  making  the  neceflary  preparations  1775* 
for  this  purpofe,  it  is  faid  the  garrifon  received  intel- 
ligence of  it  by  feme  deferters,  and  that  he  per- 
ceived, by  their  motions,  that  the^  were  not  only 
acquainted  Vvdth  the  general  defign,  but  with  the 
particular  mode  of  carrying  it  into  execution,  which 
they  were  accordingly  preparing  with  the  utmofl 
vigour  and  order  to  oppofe.  This  untoward  circum- 
ftiince,  rendered  a  total  change  in  his  original  dif- 
pofitions  necelTary,  and  it  is  not  impoiBble,  that 
this  difarrangement  had  a  confiderabie  influence  oa 
the  fuc  ir^eding  events.  However  that  was,  early 
in  the  morning,  on  the  lafl  day  of  tke  year  1775, 
and  under  the  cover  of  a  violent  fnow  ftorm,  he 
proceeded  to  this  arduous  attempt.  He  had  dif- 
pofed  of  his  little  army  in  four  divifions,  of  which 
two  carried  on  falfe  attacks  againit  the  upper  town, 
whilfl  himfelf  and  Arnold  conducted  ttvo  real 
xigainfl  oppofite  parts  of  the  lower.  By  this  means 
the  alarm  was  general  in  both  towns,  and  might 
have  difconcerted  the  moil  experienced  troops :: 
from  the  fide  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  along  the 
fbrtified  front,  and  round  to  the  Bafon,  every  pai-t 
fcemed  equally  threatened,  if  not  equally  in  danger. 

About  five  o'clock,  Montgom.ery,  at  the  head  of 
tiie  New-York  troops,  advanced  againft  the  lower 
town,  at  Aunce  de  Mere,  under  Cape  Diamond  ; 
but  from  fome  difnculties  which  intervened  in  his 
approach,  the  f'gnal  for  engaging  had  been  given, 
and  the  garrifon  alarmed,  before  he  could  reach  ihe 
place.     He  however  preiled  on  in  a  narrow  file,, 
upon  a  fcanty  path,  with  a  precipice  to  the  river  on- 
one  fide,  and  an  hanging  rock  over  him  ;   fcizcd. 
and  pailed  the  firil  barrier,  and' accompanied  by  a 
few  of  his  braveft  officers  and  men,  marched  boldly 
at  the  head  of  the  detachment  to  attack  the  fecond. 
This  barrier  was  much  fironr.er  than  the  Mrft.     Se-- 
veral  cannon  were  there  planted,  loaded  with  grape 
fhotf     From  tkefc,  a&  well  as  from  a  weil^rc£ted 

and 
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1775.   and  fupportcd  fire  of  mufquetry,  an  end  was  at 

V""^^"^"^  once  put  to  the  hopes  of  this  enterprizing  ofHcer, 

and  to  the  fortune  of  his  party  in  Canada.     The 

General  himfelf,  with  his  Aid  de  Cannp,  fome  other 

Mont^-o-  officers,  and  mofl  of  tkofe  who  were  near  his  per- 

mery  kil-  fon,  fell  Upon  the  fpcc*     The  command  devolved 

led.  upon 

*  Thus  fell  RICHARD  MONTGOMERY,  Efq;  who 
Lharacter  ^^,^g  ^  gentlemen  of  excellent  family  of  the  North  of  Ireland, 
and  brother  to  Alex,  Montgomery.,  Efq;  one  of  the  prefent 
knights  of  the  Hiire  for  the  c^untV  of  Donegal.  Both  thefe 
gentleman  fervcd  their  country,  in  the  late  wars,  under  General 
Wolfe,  with  the  grenteft  military  abilities  ;  and  about  the  year 
1763,  the  prefeat  furvlvor  of  the  two,  threw  up  his  commiffion 
under  L.  T.  to  have  an  opportunity  of  adjufting  a  certain 
affair  of  honor,  wherein  he  thought  himfelf  flighted  by  the 
preferring  of  a  junior  ofHcer  to  a  rank  he  fhould  have  fuccceded 
to.  The  conftituents  ot  the  county  of  Donegal,  in  teflimony  of 
their  entire  approbr.tion  of  his  martial  condu£l,  generoufly 
prefented  him  with  his  feat  in  parliament,  for  that  county,  at 
the  late  general  ele^lion,  free  of  all  expcnce,  where  he  has 
now  an  opportunity  of  fhining  with  equal  lullrein  the  cabinet^ 
that  he  formerly  did  in  the  field. 

The  excellency  of  Richard's  qualifications  and  difpofition 
(who  thus  fell  in  the  prime  of  life)  had  procured  him  an  un- 
common fnare  of  private  aifeclion,  as  his  abilities  had  of  piiblic* 
e'lleem  ;  and  thfere  vvas  probably  no  man  engaged  on  the 
fame  fide^,  and  few  on  either,  Avhofe  lofs  would  have  been  fo  much 
regretted  both  in  England  and  America.  He  is  leprefentcd  as 
a  real  and  eager  lover  of  Liberty  ;  and  having  married  a  Lady, 
and  purchafed  an  eilate  in  New- York,  was  from  thence  induced 
to  confider  himfelf  as  an  American.  Thus,  fay  his  friends,  he 
was  led  by  principle,  to  quit  the  fv/eets  of  an  eafy  fortune,  the 
enjoymewt  of  a  loved  and  philofophical  rural  life,  with  the 
hlgheft  domeftii:  felicity,  to  take  an  active  fhare  in  all  the  mlfe- 
ries  and  dangers  of  the  prefent  troubles.  He  had  undoubtedly 
confiderable,  and  probably  great,  military  abilities  ;  and  it  re  • 
mains  to  be  lamented,  that  a  man  who  feemed  fo  well  formed  to 
fupport  the  interefts  and  glory  of  his  country  againft  her  natu- 
ral  foes,  fhould  have  pcrilbed  In  an  unnatural  and  moll  unhappy 
civil  conteft.  In  America,  he  was  revered  as  a  martyr,  to  the 
caufe  of  human  nature,  and  the  liberties  of  mankind.  What 
was  more  extraordinary,  the  moil  powerful  fpeakers  in  the  Bri- 
tifli  parliament  difplayed  their  eloquence  in  praifing  his  virtues 
and  lamenting  his  fate.     A  great  orator,  and  veteran  fellow. 

foldier 
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upon  a  Mr.  Campbell,   who  immediately  retired    1775. 
without   any  further  effort.     Whether  he  yielded  ^-^-^-^ 
too  eafily  to  the  firfl  imprelTion,  as  the  Anicricans  ^"""^P" 
alTerted,  it  is  impoffible  for  thofe  who  are  net  per-  ^^^fj^' 
feclly  acquainted  with  all  the  particulars  to  deter- '' 
mine. 

In  the  mean  time,  Arnold,  with  a  body  of  thofe 
troops  who  had  originally  fignalized  themfeives  by 
the  memorabl'e  expedition  under  his  command  into  .      , . 
Canada,    lupported  by  fome  New- 1  ork  arailery,  ^^p^^^^^ 
made  their  attempt  on  that  part  of  the  town  called  the  fiege. 
the  Saut  au  Matelot,  and  having  penetrated  through 
St.  Roques,  they  attacked  a  fmaii  but  well  defend- 
ed battery,  which  they  carried  with  confidcrable 
lofs,  after  an  hour*s  fliarp  engagement.     They  had 
likewife  the  fortune   m^oxl  this  occahon  te  be  left 
without  a  commander  ;  for  Arnold*s  leg  being  fhat-  Arnold 
tcrcd  by  a  fhot,  he  was  neceffarily  carried  off  to  the  wounded, 
cam.p.     His  place  was,  however,  well  fupplled  by 
the  goodnefs  of  the  officers,  and  the  refolution  of 
the  men  ;    who  being   ignorant  of  Montgomery's 
misfortune,  wTre  fo  far  from  being  diipirited  by 
their  own,  that  they  pulhed  on  with  great  vigour, 
and  made  themfeives  mafters  of  another  barrier. 

The  garrifon  now  being  recovered  from  their 
furprize,  and  their  hands  cleared  in  all  other  quar- 


ioldier  of  his  in  the  late  war,  jfhed  abundance  of  tears,  vvhilft  he 
expatiated  on  their  fail  friendfliip  and  participation  of  fervicc 
in  that  iVafon  of  enterprize  and  glory.  Even  the  miniiler  ex 
tolled  his  virtues,  while  he  condemned  the  rebellious  caufe  they 
were  employed  in,  and  the  fatal  effe6ls  which  their  miftakea 
application  had  produced. 

All  enmity  tc/thi*  veteran  foldier  expired  with  his  life,  and  re- 
fpecl;  to  his  private  charai^cr  prevailed  over  all  other  confidera- 
tions.  By  the  orders  of  General  Carlcton,  his  dead  body  re- 
ceived every  pofiible  mark  of  dillinctiou  from  the  vitlors,  and 
was  interred,  i a  Qu^ebec,  on  the  ift  day  of  Jan.  1776,  with  all 
the  (iiilitary  honours  due  to  a  brave  foldier. 


V-v^v^ 
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1775.  ters,  had  time  to  attend  to  the  fituation  of  Arnold's 
diviiion,  and  to  perceive  the  opportunity  which  was 
offered  of  cutting  them  off.  Their  fituation  was 
fuch,  that  in  attempting  a  retreat,  they  muft  pafs 
for  a  eonhderabie  way  within  fifty  yards  of  the 
walls,  cxpofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  garrifon. 
To  render  their  fate  inevitable,  a  confiderable  de- 
tachment, with  feveral  field  pieces,  ifmed  through 
a  gate  which  commanded  that  paflage,  and  attacked 
them  furioufly  in  the  rear,  whiift  they  were  already 
fully  occupied  in  every  other  part,  by  the  troops 
which  now  poured  upon  them  from  all  quarters. 
In  thefe  defperate  circumftances,  without  a  poili- 
bility  of  efcape,  attacked  on  all  fides,  and  under 
«very  difadvantage  of  ground  as  well  as  number, 
Ihey  obflinately  defended  themfclves  for  three 
hours,  and  at  length  furrendered  prifoners  of  war. 

The  prifonei^  were  treated  with  the  greateft 
humanity  by  General  Carleton  ;  a  conduct,  which 
the  habitual  military  feverity  of  his  temper,  render- 
ed the  more  honourable.  It  appears  by  comparing 
different  circumflances  ^previous  and  fubfequent  to 
this  engagement,  that  the  rebels,  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  prifoners,  did  not  lofe  fewer  than  half  their 
number ;  and  a  letter  from  Arnold,  written  foon 
a^t^r,  ftates  their  remaining  force  at  only  700  men. 

The  Governor  and  officers  acquired  great  and 
defer ved  honour  by  this  defence,  and  the  behaviour 
of  the  raw  garnfon  would  have  done  credit  to  vete- 
rans. It  afforded  an  inltance,  how  far  the  conduct 
and  example  of  a  few  brave  and  experienced  officers 
might  operate,  in  rendering  the  rawed:  and  woril 
formed  troops  refpe6lable.  Indeed,  the  emulation 
arifmg  between  the  different  orders  of  men  which 
compofed  the  garrifon,  probably  converted  an  ap- 
parent weaknefs  into  a  real  ftrength. 

^  The 
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The  befiGgers  immediately  quitted  their  camp, 
and  retired  about  three  miles  from  the  citv,  v/here 
thev  ilrencithened  their  quarters  in  the  belt  manner 
they  were  able,  being  apprehenfive  of  a  puriuit  and  cials  re- 
attack   from  the    garrifon.     The  latter,  however,  tire  from 
though  now  fuperior  ill  number,  were  unfit  for  a  ler-  before  the 
vice  of  that  nature,  and  their  able  Governor,  with  a  ^'''^'  *^* 
degree  of  wifdom  and  fbbriety  equal   to  his  intre- 
pidity and  firninefs,  contented  himfeif  with  the  un» 
expected    advantage    and  fecurity  he   had  gained, 
without   hazarding  the   fate  of  the  province,  and 
perhaps  of  America,  in  any  rafh  enterprize.      The 
city  was  now  completely  out  of  danger,   and  the 
great  fuccours  which  were  expected,    could  not  fail 
to  relieve  the  whole  province. 

By  the  death  of  Montgomery,  the  command  of 
the  American  army  devolved  upon  Arnoidj*  whofe 
wound  rendered  him,  for  the  prefent,  unequal  to  fo 
arduous  a  tailv.  Their  perfeveranct  was,  however, 
aitoniihing  in  their  circumltances.  They  had  loft 
befides  their  General,  (in  v/hom  it  might  be  faid 
all  their  hopes  and  confidence  refided)  the  bed  of 
their  officers,  and  the  braved  of  their  fellows,  with 
a  part  of  their  fmall  artillery.  The  hope  of  afiiit* 
ance  v/as  diilant,  and  at  belt,  the  arrival  of  fuccours 
mult  be  flow.  It  was  well  known  that  the  Cana- 
dians, beiides  being  naturally  quick  and  tickle  in 
their  reiolutions,  were  peculiarly  difpofed  to  be 
biaffed  by  fucceis,  fo  that  their  afiiitance  now  grew 
extremely  precarious.  The  feverity  of  a  Canada 
vrinter,  was  alfo  far  beyond  any  thing  they  were  ac- 

K  k  quainted 

*    It  is  unncceffary  here  to  trouble  the  reader  with  any  de-  \ 

tached  account  ef  this  gentlemen.  His  characler  as  a  foldier, 
(if  not  fuiiiciently  delineated  in  thi-^  wonderful  e?tpeditioR  of 
his  to  Canada  to  iiarrip  his  fame,)  fully  opens  itfelf  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  campaigns  of  theic  unhappy  troubles,  where  we  fee 
this  brave  America:"!,  anim'.'.ted  with  the  love  of  his  country, 
and  in  fupport  of  what  he  calls  her  rights  and  liberties,  always 
iwremotl  ia  every  perilous  attempt  to  her  refcuc. 
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quainted  with,  and  the  fnow  lay  above  four  feet  deep 
upon  a  level.  In  thefe  circumftances,  it  required 
no  fmall  fliare  of  adivity,  as  well  as  addrefs,  to 
keep  them  in  any  manner  together.  Arnold,  who 
had  hitherto  difplayed  uncommon  talents  in  his 
march  into  Canada,  (which  may  be  compared  to 
the  greatefl  things  done  in  that  kind)  difcovercd  on 
this  occafion  the  utmoft  vigour  of  a  determined 
mind,  and  a  genius  full  of  refources.  Defeated 
and  wounded  as  he  was,  he  put  his  troops  into  fuch  a 
fituation  as  to  keep  them  ftill  formidable.  He  dif- 
patched  an  exprefs  to  Woofter,  who  was  at  Mon- 
treal, to  bring  fuccours,  and  to  affume  the  command ; 
but  as  this  could  not  be  done  immediately,  he  bore 
up  with  the  force  he  had  againO:  the  difficulties  with 
which  he  was  furrounded.  From  that  time,  the 
fiege  was  for  fome  months  converted  into  a  block- 
ade, and  Arnold  found  means  effedually  to  ob- 
ftriidl  the  arrival  of  any  fupplies  of  provifions  or 
necelfaries  in  the  town. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     X. 

Tra7ifaflions  in  the  provhices  ^Virginia,  the  North  and  South 
■   Caroiinas,    T.y/M    the-  general  occurrences  of  other  cclo?2ies  in 
the  year  I'j'S' 

URING  thefe  proceedings  in  Canada,  a  long    iJJS" 
courle  of  jealoufy,  diflruft,  fulpicion,  and  al-   ^^-'^^"^ 
tercation,    between   the  Governor,    and  the   major 
part    of  the  governed,    in  the    colony  of  Virginia,  Virginia, 
finally  terminated  in  open  hoflility,  and  a  ruinous, 
inteftinal,    and  predatory  war-.       Thefe    unhappy 
effecls  arofe  (as  is   too  frequently  the  cafe)   iTom  a 
caufe    apparently  unimportant ;  but  as    the  heat  of 
controverfy  nouri&ed  the  quarrel,  fo  mutual    dif- 
trufl  and  apprehenfion  fupplied   the   place  of  an 
obje^l:. 

The  people  of  that  colony,  as  we  have  formerly 
flievv-n,  had  been  at  lead  as  forward  as  any  other, 
in  all  the  common  ads,  of  fending  Delegates  to  the 
General  Congrefs,  acceding  to  its  decrees,  under 
whatever  form  or  title  they  ifAied,  and  in  the  inii- 
tuting  of  committees,  and  the  entering  into  alibcia- 
tions,  among  themfelves.  They  were  alfo  among 
the  freed  in  expreiling-  their  reiolutlon,  and  the 
readied  in  (hewing  their  determination,  to  iupport 
at  all  fifques  and  events,  what  they  deemed,  or 
termed,  the  rights  of  America.  But  in  other  re- 
fpefts,  the  greated  order  and  quiet  was  preierved 
in  that  province  ;  and  notwithltanding  the  uneafi- 
nefs  excited  by  the  prorogation  or  diiTolution  of 
their  aiTemblies,  and  the  confequent  expiration 
of  their  militia  laws,  (which,  in  a  country  where 
a  e^reat  majority  of  the  .people  are  "in  a  ftaie 
oi  flavery,  was  a  circumidance  of  the  mod  alarm- 
in^  nature,  and  which  might  have  been  atiendcd 
with  the  mod  fatal  consequences)  yet  with  thefe 
caufes    of  complaint,   the  people  fcemed  to  p -y  a 

more 
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1772;.    more  than   con:mon    degree  cf  attention  and  per- 
^^^y^^    lonal  regard  to  the  Earl  of  Jyunmore,    their  Gover- 
nor. 


Provin-  In  this  (late  of  things,  however,  the  want  of  a 
cial  con-  legal  allenibly.  Teemed  to  give  fome  fanction  to  the 
grelo  holding  of  a  convention,  a  Provincial  Congrefs  was 
aifembled  in  the  month  of  March,  1773,  who  im- 
Mar.  6th  mediately  (under  the  cover  of  an  old  law  of  the  year 
1738,  which  they  f^id  to  be  flill  efledive)  took  m^a- 
fures  for  arraying  the  militia  ;  but  to  fupply  in  feme 
degree  thofe  defecls  in  that  law,  to  remedy  which, 
as  they  pretended,  ail  fubfequent  ones  had  been 
pafl'ed,  they  recommended  to  each  county  to  raife 
a  volunteer  company,  for  the  better  defence  and 
protedion  of  the  country. 


embcxil 
ed. 


powder 
removed 
from  the 
maga- 
zine at 
IVilliam' 


Ap..  2otii  This  interference  in  the  militia,  probably  alarmed 
the  Governor,  and  feems  to  have  been  the  caufe, 
that  rendered  the  public  magazine  belonging  to  the 
colony  in  the  cr.pital  city  of  Williamfburgh,  a.i^i 
objed  of  his  apprehenfion.  However  that  was,  he 
foon  afterwards  employed  the  Captain  of  an  armed 
vefl'el,  which  lay  at  a  few  miles  dillance  in  James 
River,  with  a  detachment  of  marines,  to  convey  the 
powder,  by  night,  from  the  magazine  on  board 
his  fiiip. 

Confe-  Though  this  meafure  was  conduced  with  great 

^^^''^f^  privacy,  it  was  by  ibmc  means  discovered  the  enfuing 
^^^°  *  morning,  v/lien  the  apparent  fecrecv,  and  feeming 
myfterioufnefs,  of  the  ad,  increafed  the  coulter* 
nation  and  alarm  among  the  inhabitants,  who  im- 
mediately afiembled  with  fuch  arms  as  they  had  at 
hand,  with  an  intention  of  demanding,  or,  perhaps, 
obtaining,  rcflitution  of  the  gun-powder.  The 
Mayor  and  corporation,  however,  prevented  their 
proceeding  to  any  extremities,  whilfl  they  prefented 
an  addrefs  to  the  Governor,  Hating  the  injury,  re- 
claiming the  powder  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  ihew^ 


^^Z 
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iiig  the  dangers  to  which  they  were  peculiarly  lia-     ^^JS* 
ble   from  the    infurreclion  of  their  fiaves ;  a  caia-    Sr^^-' 
mity,  which  had  for  fome   time  been  particularly 
apprehended,  and  which  the  removal   of  their  only 
means  of  defence,  would  at  any  time  have  accelerated. 

His  Lordfhip  acknowledged,  that  the  gun-pow- 
der had  been  removed  bv  his  order  ;  faid,  that  as  he 
had  heard  of  an  infurreCtion  in  a  neighbouring 
country,  and  did  not  think  it  fecure  in  the  maga- 
zine, he  had  it  conveyed  to  a  place  of  perfect  fe- 
carity  ;  but  gave  his  word,  that  whenever  an  ccca- 
fion  rendered  it  necefiary,  it  fhould  be  immediately 
returned.  He  alfo  (iiid,  that  it  had  been  removed 
in  the  night  to  prevent  giving  alarm ;  expreffed 
great  furprize  at  the  people's  aifembliug  in  arms ; 
and  obferved  that  he  could  not  think  it  prudent  to 
put  po\yder  into  their  hands  in  fuch  a  fituation. 

'Whatever  ilitisfadlon  this  anfwer  might  have 
afforded  to  the  magiifrates,  they  prevailed  on  the 
people  to  retire  quietly  to  their  houfes,  without  any 
remarkable  outrage,  that  we  can  learn,  having  been 
committed  ;  indeed  it  appeared,  from  depofitions 
afterwards  taken  by  order  of  the  aifembly,  that  the 
officers  of  the  men  of  war  on  that  ftation,  and- 
particularly  the  gentleman  who  might  be  fuppofed 
to  have  rendered  himfelf  obnoxious  by  removing 
the  powder,  appeared  publicly  in  the  flreets  during 
the  time  of  the  grearcil  commotion,  w^ithout  their 
receiving  the  fmailed  infult.  A  report,  being,  how- 
ever, fpread  in  the  evening,  that  detachments  from 
the  men  of  war  were  upon  their  march  to  the  city, 
the  people  again  took  to  their  arms,  and  continued  , 
all  night  upon  the  watch,  as  if  in  expectation  of  an 
attack  from  an  enemy.  They  alfo  from  this  time 
increafed  their  night  patroles,  and  iliew^ed  an  evi- 
dent dc^i^xi  to  protect  the  magazine  from  any  fur- 
ther attempts, 

1 


^he 
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'i77'j^.  The  whole  value  of  the  powder  and  arms  in  the 
^^^^^  mao-asine,  or  anv  rjurpofe  to  which  they  were  cav^a- 
ble  of  being  converted,  either  in  the  hands  of  friends 
or  enemies,  feenied  very  inadequate  to  the  alarm, 
fufpicion,  and  diilurbance,  which  this  meafure  ex- 
cited. The  quantity  of  powder  removed  amounted 
only  to  fifteen  half  barrels,  containing  fifty  pounds 
each,  of  a  very  ordinary  fort,  and  the  remaining 
{lock  left,  behind  in  tiie  magazine,  to  about  fix  of 
the  ilmie  kind;  neither  docs  it  appear  that  the  num- 
ber of  ferviceable  mufKets  was  iuflicient  to  amwer 
any  elfential  purpofe,  or  even  to  juflify  apprehen- 
■  -  fion,  and  the  caution  of  {Gripping  thefe  of  their 
locks,  only  marked  the  fufpicion  from  which  it  pro- 
ceeded. A  confiderable  quantity  of  old  arms,  and 
common  trading  euns,  were  not  meddled  with. 
Upon  the  whole,  this  ad  derived  its  only  mipor- 
tance,  from  time,  manner,  and  circumilance. 

The  Governor  feems  to  ha^x  been  exceedingly 
irritated  at  the  behaviour  of  the  people  in  theie  com- 
motions, and  perhaps  refented  too  highly,  for  fuch 
times,  their  aifemblinQ^  in  arm.s,  not  only  without, 
•but  with  an  evident  intention  to  oppofe  his  autho- 
rity. In  this  warmth  of  temper  fome  threats  were 
thrown  out,  which  upon  a  cooler  reflection  v/ould 
probably  have  been  avoided.  Among  thefe,  a 
threat  of  fetting  up  the  royal  flandard,  of  enfran- 
chizing tlie  negroes,  arming  them  againft  their 
mafters,-'  and  deflroying  the  city,  with  other  expref- 
fions  of  a  fmiilar  nature  and  tendency,  not  only 
fj^read  a  g;eneral  alarm  throughout  the  colony,  but 
excited  a^  kind  of  abhorrence  of  government,  and 
an  incurable  fufpicion  of  its  defigns. 

AfTem-  In  the  mean  time,  feveral  public  meetings  were 

bly  con-    held  in  different  counties,  in  all  of  which,  the  mea- 
vened.       {y^.-^.  ^f  feJ^ing  and  removing  the  powder,  as  well 
as  the  Governor's  threats,   were  reprobated  in  the 
lirongeil  terms.     Some  of  the  gentlemen  of  Han- 
over, 
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over,  and  other  of  the  neighbourlrxg.  go  unties,,  were    1775. 
noL,    however,    fatislied  witli   flmpic'  declarations,    ^-^cv^^ 
They  ailembied   in  arms  to  a  confitleral/le  number,  ^^^.^^^^j 
under  the  conduct  of  a  Mr.  Henry,  ".who  was  one  f^rce 
of  the  Provincial  Delegates  to  the  General,  Congrcfs,  headed 
and  marched  towards  WilliamPourgh,  wich  an  avow-  ^7  ^  ^*^^ 
ed  defign,  not  only  to  obtam  reftitution  of  the  gun-  -*^^^^0** 
powder,   but   to   take  fuch   eiTevlual  meaiures  for 
fecuring   the  public  treafury,   as  ihould  prevent  its 
experiencing  a  fimilar  fate  with  tl'ie  magazine.-    A 
negociacion  was,  however,    entered   into  wiLh  the 
magiilrates,   when  they  had  arrived  wiihin  a  few 
m'.Ies  of  the  city,  in  which   it   v\'as  •  finally  fettled, 
that  the  Receiver-General  of  the  corony*s  fecurity, 
for  paying  the  value  of  the  gun-pov/der,  ihould  be 
accepted  as  a  reHitution,  and  that   upon  the  inha- 
bitancs  engaging  for  the  future,  etfeduaily. to  guard 
both    the    treafury  and    magazine,  the   niiurgents 
fliould  return  to  their  habitations. 


The  alarm  of  this  affair,  induced  Lady  Li.ini?iore, 
with  the  Governor's   family  to  retire  on  board  the 
Fowey  man  of  war  in  James  River,  whilfl  his  Lord- 
ihip,  with  the  alliiiance  or  a  detachment  of  marines, 
converted  his  palace  inco  a  iitile  garrifon,  fortified 
it  in  the  beif  manner  he  was  able,  and  iurrounded 
it  with  artillery.     A  proclamation  from  the  Gcver-  Qo^.g^. 
nor  and  Council,  in  which  Henry  and  his  followers  nor's 
were  charged  with  rebellious  pradices,  in  extorting  procla- 
the  value  of  the  powder  from  the  Receiver-General,  n^^t^on 
and  the  prefent  commotions  were  atti-ibuted  to  dif-  ^S^"^^^ 
atiection  in  the  people,  and  a  tielire  or  cnangn^ig  tne 
eftabliflied  form  of  government,    Lrved  only  to 
afford  more  room  for  altercation^  and  to  increaie  the 
heat  and  difcontent.    Several  county  meetings  were  ii{^  con- 
held,  Henry's  condu<5:  vindicated  and  applauded,-  duel  ap- 
and  refolutions  paiied,   that  at  i.hz  rifque  of  every  proved 
thing  dear,  he  and  his  followers  Ihould  be  indem-  ^^  ^1.  ^"^ 
nified  fr-oni  all  iuiiering,  iofs  and  injury,  upon  that^^^^ '^^ 
account.     Th^  charge  of  difaSectioa  was  percmp- 
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ton ly  denied,  and  thofe  of  changing  the  form  of 
government,  and  caufmg  the  prcicnt  troubles,  re- 
torted. They  infifted  that  they  wanted  nothing 
but  to  preferve  their  ancient  conilitution,  and  only 
oppofed  innovatbns,  and  that  all  the  diilurbancts 
fprung  from  the  GoYernor's  late  conduct. 

As  there  are  times  when  all  circumilances  feem 
to  confpire,  towards  the  nouriHiment  and  increafe 
of  political,  as  well  as  natural  diforders,  fo  it  ap- 
peared now  in  Virginia,  every  thing  tending  to  one 
common  center  oi  diflrult,  jealo.ufy,  and  difcontent. 
The  copies  of  fome  letters  from  the  Governor  to 
the  Miniiler  of  the  American  department,  were  by 
fome  means  procured,  and  public  and  fevere  cen- 
fures  palled  upon  them,  as  containing  not  only  unfa- 
vourable, but  unfair  and  unjuft  reprefentations,  as 
well  of  fafls,  as'of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  ths 
colony.  Thus  one  diftruil  begot  another,  until 
all  confidence  being  totally  lofl  on  both  fides,  every 
falfe  report  that  was  circulated,  was  believed  on  ei- 
ther, and  ferved  for  its  time  to  keep  up  the  public 
fever^  - 

In  this  ftate  of  commotion  and  dlforder,  upon 
the  arrival  of  difpatches  from.  England,  the  General 
Affembly  was  fuddenly  and  unexpededly  convened 
by  the  Governor.  The  grand  motive  for  this  mea- 
fure,  was  to  procure  their  approbation  and  accep- 
tance of  the  terms,  included  in  Lord  North's  Con* 
dilatory  Motion^  *  and  the  parliamentary  refolutions 
founded  thereupon.     His  Lordlhip  accordingly  in 

his 

*  In  lad  Feb.  1775,  "^^'^'-il^  ^H  parties  purfued  their  debates 
with  much  eagernefs  and  animofity,  and  nothing  but  defiance 
was  hurled  at  America  ou  the  part  of  Government,  Lord 
North  at  the  head  of  adminilration  amazed  all  parties,  and 
fecmed  for  a  time  almoft  to  difTolve  his  own,  by  tliat  famcus 
conciliatory  motion  with  rcfped  to  Ame*rica,  which  was  then, 
and  has  been  fince  the  ful)jeft  of  fo  much  difcufiion  en  both 
lides  of  the  Atlantick.  The  motion  was  for  pafling  the  fol- 
lowing 
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his  fpeech,  ufed  his  utmod  addrefs  to  carry  this  1775. 
favourite  point  ;  he  dated  the  favourable  diipolition  ^^-'"^^^ 
of  parhament,  as  well  as  of  government,  towards  the 
colonies  ;  the  moderation,  equity,  and  tendernefSj 
which  induced  the  prefent  advances  towa.rds  a  hap- 
py reconciliation  ;  he  dwelt  upon  the  juilice  of  their 
cciiitributing  to  the  common  defence,  und  bearing 
an  equitable  proportion  of  the  public  burthens  ; 
obfervcd,  that  as  no  ipecihc  fum  was  demanded, 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  free  fcope  to 
their  juiiice  and  liberality,  and  that  whatever  they 
gave,  would  be  a  free  gift,  in  the  fulleit  fenfe  of 
the  terms  ;  that  thev  would  thus  fhcw  their  rever- 
~ence  for  parliament,  and  manifelt  their  duty  and  at- 
tach i-nent  to  the  Sovereign  ;  and  the  kindnefs  with 
which  it  would  be  taken,  that  they  met,  on  thtir 
fide,  the  favourable  di-pofition  fliewn  on  the  other, 
towards  bringing  the  prefent  unhappy  difputes  to  a 
period.  He  alio  took  pains  to  convince  them,  from 
the  proceedings  and  reiblutions  of  parliament,  that 
a  full  redrefs  of  all  their  real  grievances,  vvould  be 
the  immediate  confequence  of  tlieir  compliance. 

lowing    refolution. *'   Thai    wheii  the  governor,  c^uncii  J^on^ 

*'  and  alTembiy,  or  general  court  of  his  Majclty  s  provinces   or  Jsfo  th's 

*<  colonies,  in  North  America,  fliall  propofe  to  make  proviiion,  concilia* 

*<  according   to  their  refj3e£live  conditions,  circumilances  and  tory  ^no" 

**  fituaticns,  for  contributing  their  proportion   to  the    common  //^;;, 

<*  defence,  luch  proportion  to   be  raifed  under  the  authority  of 

*'  the  general  court,  or  general  aifembly  of  fuch  province  or  co- 

*•  iony  and  difpofable  by  parliament  ;  and  fhall  engage  to  make 

**  provifion  alfo  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil    p-overnment,    and 

**  the  adrainillration  of  juttice  in  fuch  province  and  solony,  it 

**  will  be  proper,  if  fuch  propofal  fliould  be  approved  of  by  his 

"  Majeily  in  parliament,  and  for  fo  lonvJ-  as  fuch  provlfion  Ihall 

**  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear,    in  refpecl  of  fuch  province 

"  or  colony,    to  levy  any  duties,  tax,  or  aiTcffment,  or  to  im- 

**  pofe  any  farther  duty,  tax,  or  aiTeiTment,  except  only  iuch  du- 

*'  ties  as    it  may  be  expedient  to  Impofe   for  the  regulation  of 

*'  government;   tliC  /z^// produce  of  the  duties  ittft  mentioned, 

**  to  be    carried  to  the  account   of  fuch  province,    colony,    or 

'*  plantation    refpevlftiveiy."       This    motion   after   undergoing 

many  fcrutinies  and  altercations  in  a  very  fuii  houfe,  pafied,  by 

a  majority  of  27S  tco  Vi. 

L.L  The 
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ly.JS*  "^^"^^  firfl  ad  of  the  afTembly,  was  the  appoint- 
v^-v-v^  ment  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of 
.  ^S^-  the  late  diflurbances,  and  particularly  to  examine 
rifled.  ''  "  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  magazme,  that  necellary  mea- 
fures  might  accordingly  be  taken  for  its  rcpleniih  - 
ment.  Though  the  magazine  was  the  property  of 
the  colony,  it  was  in  the  cuflody  of  the  Governor, 
who  appointed  a  keeper,  fo  that  an  application  to 
him  for  admittance  was  necellary.  During  an  al- 
tercation which  arofe  upon  this  fubjed,  and  before 
the  order  for  admittance  w^as  obtained,  fome  people 
of  the  town  and  neic^hbourhood  broke  into  the 
magazme,  and  carried  off  fome  of  the  arms  ;  fe- 
veral  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeifes,  however,, 
ufed  their  perfonal  intereft  and  application  in  get- 
ting as  many  of  them  as  they  could  returned.  It  ap- 
peared by  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that  they 
found  moll  of  the  remainder  of  the  pow^der  buried 
in  the  magazine  yard,  where  it  had  been  depofited 
by  the  Governor's  orders,  and  fuffered  confiderable 
damage  from  the  rain  ;  the  depriving  the  muflvcts 
of  their  locks  was  alfo  now  difcovered,  as  well  as 
the  nakednefs  and  infufEciency  of  the  mao-azine  in 
■  all  refpecls.  Among  other  matters  which  fer^'ed 
to  irritate  the  people,  was  the  planting  of  fpring- 
guns  in  the  magazine,  (without  giving  any  public 
notice  of  fuch  a  mode  of  fecurity)  and  fome  effed 
they  had  taken  at  the  time  of  the  late  depredations, 

June  Stli.      Whilll   the  Governor's  fpeech,   with  the  propo- 

fitions   which  it    recommended,   were    yet   under 

Lo'"^        the  confideration  of  the  affemblv,  and  before  their 

uunviore  ^^^^^^^  -^.^g   determined  UDon,    his  Lordfiiip,  with 

ooard  a     -"^^^   lady  and  family,  quitted   the  palace  privately, 

{]:ip  of      and  fud^enly,  at  night,  and  retired  on  board  of  the 

war.  Fov/ey  man  of  war,  which  then  lay  near  York  town, 

on  the  river  of  the  fame  name.     He  left  a  meiiage 

for  the  Houfe  of  Burgeiles,  acquainting  them,  that 

he  thought  it  prudent  to'  retire  to  a  place  of  fafety, 

SB  he  was  fully  perfuaded,  ^that  both  himfelf  and  his 

family 
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family  were  In  conftant  danger  of  falling  facrifices  to  1775. 
the  blind  and  unraeafurable  fury  of  the  people  ;  that  V-v^v^ 
fo  far  from  intending  to  interrupt  their  fitting,  he 
hoped  they  would  fuccefsfuUy  proceed  in  the  great 
bulinefs  before  tbem  ;  that  he  would  render  the 
communication  between  him  and  the  Houfe  as 
eafy  and  as  fafe  as  pofFible  ;  and  that  he  fuppofed 
it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  them  to  fend  fome  of 
their  members  to  him  as  occafion  llrould  require, 
than  to  have  the  trouble  of  -removing  their  whole 
body  to  a  nearer  place.  He  aifured  them,  that  he 
iliduld  attend  as  ufual  to  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  of  his  good  difpofition  to  reflore  that  harmony 
-which  had  been  fo  unhappily  interrupted. 

This    meffage  produced  a  joint  addrefs  from  the  Report 
Council  and  Hcufe  of  Burgeffes  ;   declaring    their  ^'o^^'^  ^^^ 
unbelief  that   any  perfons  in  that  province,  would  ^^^^f^^^" 
meditate  fo  horrid  and  atrocious    a  crime  as  his  Enc^ulry. 
Lordfliip  apprehended  ;  lamenting  that  he  had  not 
acquainted  them  with  the  ground  of  his  uneafmefs 
before  he  had  adopted  this  meafure,    as  they  would 
have  ufed  all  poffible  means  to  have  removed  every 
caufe  of  his   difquietude  ;  they  feared  that  this  re- 
moval from   the    feat  of  government   would  be    a 
means  of  increafmg  the  uneafmefs  which  unhappily 
prevailed    among  the    people  ;  declared  that   they 
would  chearfully  concur  in  any  meafure  which  he 
fhould  propofe  for  the  fecurity  of  hinifelf  and  his 
family  ;  obferving   how  impradi cable  it  would   be 
to  carry  on  the  bufmefs  of  the  lefTion  with  any  de- 
gree of  propriety  and    difpatch,   whilil  he    was  at 
fuch    a    diflance,    and    fo    inconveniently  fituated^ 
They  concluded  by  intreating  his  return,   with  his 
lady  and  family,  to  the  palace,  which  would  aiTord 
great  public  fatisfatlion,  and  be  the  likeliefl  means 
of  quieting  the  minds  of  the  people, 

I.ordDunmore  returned  a  written  anfwer,  in  which  June  10. 
he  juilificd  his  apprehenuons  of  danger,  irom  <-^e 

public 
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public  no^:oriety  of  the  commotions  among  the  peo* 
pie,  as  well  as  of  the  threats  and  menaces  with 
Refiifal  which  they  were  attended  ;  beGdes  complaints  of 
of  the  the  general  conduct  and  difpoiition  of  the  Houfe  of 
Cover-  Bu'-geireS;  he  fpecified  feveral  charges  againil  that 
nor  to  go  1^  J       ^1^^^  ^j^g  ,  v^^j  countenanced  the  violent  and 

0"i  .hore  ^  •'     ,  , 

to  nnfs  difjfderly  proceedings  of  tae  people,  particularly 
the  bills,  with  refpccl  to  the  magazine,  which  was  forced  and 
rifiedin  the  prefence  of  fom^  of  the  memoers  ;  that 
inftead  of  the  comnitmen:  of  thofe  perfons  who 
had  been  guilty  of  fo  daring  and  heinous  an  offence, 
th.:y  only  endeavou'ed  to  procure  a  reftitution  of 
the  arms.  That  the  Houe,  or  it?;  Committee,  had 
ventured  on  ^  ilep  fraught  with  the  molt  alarming 
confequen:es5  in  appointing  guards,  without  his  ap- 
probation or  confent,  under  pretence  of  proteding 
the  magazine,  (hewed  thereby  a  defign  of  ufurping 
the  executive  power,  and  of  fubverung  the  conlVu 
tution. 

He  obfervcd,  that  no  means  could  be  effeclual  for 
affording  the  fecurity  which  they  propofed  to  concur 
in,  but,  by  reindating  him  m  the  full  powers  of  his 
oiEce,  by  opening  the  courts  of  juffice,  and  reiloring 
the  energy  of  the  la^vs  ;  by  dilarming  all  indepen- 
dent companies,  or  other  bodies  of  men,  raifed 
and  ading  in  defiance  oi  legal  auihoriry  ;  by  oblig- 
ing the  immediate  return  of  the  King's  arms  and 
ftores  ;  and  by  what  \\  as  not  lefe  ciiential  than  any 
other  matter,  their  own  excimple,  and  their  endea- 
vours to  remove  that  general  deUihon  which  kept 
the  minds  of  the  people  in  a  continual  ferment, 
ai^d  thereby  to  aboliih  that  malice  and  fpirit  of 
perfecution,  which  now  operated  fo  dangerouily 
againil  all  thole,  who  from  duty  and  afi'edtion  to 
tlieir  King  snd  country,  oppofed  the  prefent  mca- 
fures,  and  who  from  principle  and  conviction  differ- 
ed with  tke  multitude  in  political  opinion.  That 
thefe  were  the  means  to  afford  the  fecurity  requiiite 
ioi  ail  parties  ',  and  that,   ior    luc  accuinpliilmient 

of 
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of  thofe  ends,   together  with  the  great  object  and    1775. 
neceiTary  bufmefs  of  the  feiTion,  he  Ihould  have  no   v.^^v^<-^' 
objeilioa  to  their  adjourning  to  the  tov/n  of  York, 
where   he  vv'ould    meet  them,    and  remain   till  the 
buiinefs  v/as  finilhed. 

He  concluded  by  reprefenting,that  unlefs  they  had 
a  fmcere  and  active  delire  of  feizing  the  opportunity 
which  was  now  oiiered  by  parliament,  of  eftabiifh- 
ing  the  freedom  of  their  country  upon  a  fixed  and 
known  foundation,  and  of  uniting  themfelves  with 
their  fellow-fubjecls  of  Great-Britain  in  one  com- 
mon bond  of  intereil  and  mutual  alliftance,  his  re- 
ctum to  Wiriiamfcurgh  would  be  as  fruitlefs  to  the 
people,  as  it  might  poflibly  be  dangerous  to  him- 
felf ;  but  that  if  their  proceedings  manifefled  that 
happy  diipoiition,  he  would  return  with  the  greated 
joy,  and  confider  it  as  the  moil  fortunate  event  of 
his  life,  if  they  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  be  an 
inflrument  of  promoting  their  happineis.  and  of 
being  a  fuccefsful  mediator  between  them  and  the 
fupreme  authority. 

The  mollifying  terms  of  the  conclufion,  wxre  by  The  Af- 
no  means  equal   to   the  removal    of  the   acrimony  ^embly 
excited  by  thofe  fevere  charges  and  im.phcations,  ^r  ^q^  ^ 
which  were  contained  in  the  foregoing  parts  of  this  on  his 
long  melTage.     It   accordingly  produced  a   reply  of  refufal. 
an  uncommon  lenoth  under  the  form  of  an  addrefs, 
vi'hich  was  fraught  wiih    all  the  bitternefs  of  recri- 
mination, as  well  as  with  defenilve  arguments,   and 
an  exaniination  of  facts.     The  Houfe  had  now  re- 
ceived   the  report   of  its  Committee  relative  to  the 
caufes  of  the  late  difturbances,   backed   by  the  de- 
poiitions   of  a  number    ot  Britifh  merchants,  who 
were  refident  in  different  anci  remote  parts  of  the 
Colony,  all  whofe  teftimony  tended  to  Ihew  the  ge- 
neral tranquility  which  prevailed  previous   to   the 
late  affair  of  the  powder,    and  the  Governor's  de« 
claration  relative  to  the  Haves,  the  latter  oi  which, 
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fo  far  as  it  was  believed,  having  particularly  irri- 
tated the  people  ;  that  notwidillanding,  quiet  and 
order  was  foon  everv  where  reftored,  and  Iciii  con- 
tinned  ;  that  there  Vv^as  a  general  acquiefcence  every 
where  in  the  determinations  of  the  General  and 
Provincial  Congrefs  ;  but  they  all  concurred  in  be- 
lieving, that  the  people  had  no  defign  or  wiHi  of  an 
independency  on  Great-Britain  ;  and  fome,  that  on 
the  contrar)',  they  had  a  molt  eager  dehre  for  fuch  a 
connection,  as  it  flood  before  the  late  acts  of  par- 
liament ;  they  were  unanimous  in  their  opinion, 
that  a  redrefs  of  the  grievances  complained  of, 
would  eflabliih  a  perfed  tranquility,  and  produce  a 
reconciliation  with  the  parent  (late. 

To  refute  the  charges  or  infmuations  of  diiiiffec- 
tion  and  dilloyalty,  the  Koufe  of  Burgeffes  took  a 
retrofpective  view  of  the  behaviour  of  the  people, 
and  of  feveral  tranfactions  in  the  colony,  for  fome 
years  back ;  they  ftated  the  happinefs  v^hicli  they 
derived  under  the  conduct  of  former  Governors,  as 
a  flrong  con  trait  to  the  prefent  htuation  ;  they  at- 
tributed that  happinefs,  particularly  in  a  very  late 
inifance,  to  the  difcountenancing  of  tale-bearers  and 
malicious  informers,  to  a  proper  examination  of 
every  fubjesft,  and  the  taking  of  nothing  upon  trtiit;- 
and,  hnaily,  to  the  tranfmitting  home  a  faithful 
reprefentation  of  thiiigs  in  the  colony.  They  ftated 
their  former  conduCf  and  behaviour  with  refpe£t  to 
his  Lordlliip,  and  obferved,  that  changes  feldom 
happened  without  fome  diificult  caufe  ;  that  refpe»£t 
was  not  to  be  obtained  by  force  fi'om  a  free  people; 
that  nothing  was  fo  likely  to  infure  it,  as  dignity  oi 
character,  a  candid  and  exemplary  conduct.  That 
they  did  not  mean  to  infmuate  his  Lordfhip  would, 
delirnedlv,  mxifreprefent  fafts ;  but  that  it  was  much 
to  be  feared,  he  too  eahiy  gave  credit  to  designing 
perfons,  who,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  community, 
i;oirc{ied  mu<^)i  too  larQ-e  z  (hare  of  his  co^lfidence. 

They 
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.  They  controverted  the  fa6>s,  and  examined,  with  1775. 
great  fevcrity,  the  reprefeniations  and  charges  con-  *s.^">^"n-> 
tained  m  thofe  two  letters  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
which  \YC  have  already  taken  notice  of;  thefe  they 
reprefented  as  exceedingly  injurious  and  unjuR,  as 
founded  on  mifconception,  mifinformatlon,  the 
height  of  colouring,  the  miiiating,  or  the  ailump- 
tion  of  fad:s,  without  evidence.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded to  juilify  the  ftcps  which  had  been  taken 
with  regard  to  the  militia  ;  their  fuppofed  counte- 
nance to  the  ads  done  concerning  the  magazine, 
and  the  other  matters  which*  hrll  excited,  and  after- 
wards inflamed,  the  controverfy. 

The  Koufe  of  Burgefles  alfo  prefented  their  ad-  June  14. 
drefs  in  anfwer  to  the  Governor's  fpeech,  in  which 
they  entered  into  a  long  difcufiion  of  the  propohtion 
contained  in  the  parliamentary  refolution,  founded 
upon  Lord  North's  conciliatory  motion.  This  they 
combated  upon  the  fame  grounds,  and  with  a  va- 
riety of  arguments  of  the  fame  nature,  that  we  have 
formerly  Itated  ;  and  they  ultimately  declared,  that 
as  it  only  changed  the  form  of  oppreflion,  v/ithout 
lefTening  its  burthen,  they  could  not  clofe  with  its 
terms.  They  obferved,  however,  that  thefe  were 
only  offered  as  the  fentiments  of  an  individual  part 
of  the  whole  empire  ;  and  for  a  final  determination, 
they  referred  the  affair  to  the  General  Congrefs, 
before  whom  they  would  lav  the  Daoers.  To  them 
alfo  they  referred  the  difccvery  of  tliat  proper  mode 
of  reprefenting  their  well-founded  grievances,  which 
his  LordOiip  allured  them,  v/ould  meet  with  the 
attention  and  regard  lO  juilly  due  to  them.  For 
themielves,  they  m.ade  the  following  declaration : 
"  We  have  exhaufted  every  mode  of  application 
v/hich  our  invention  could  fuggcit,  as  proper  and 
promiiing.  We  have  decently  remonftrated  v/ith 
parliament ;  they  have  added  new  injuries  to  the 
old.  We  have  wearied  aur  King  with  fupplications ; 
he  has  not  deigned  to  aiifv/er  U3=  We  have  ap- 
pealed 
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1775,    pealed  to  the  native  honour  and  juRice  of  the  Bri- 
v.^^v>^    tiih  nation  ;  their  eiForts   in   our  favour  have  been 
hitherto  inelle(5luaL*' 

In  this  flate  of  diflrufl  and  ill-humour  on  both 
(ides,  every  day  afforded  new  ground  tor  bickerintr, 
and  every  incident  freih  room  for  altercation,  fo 
that  there  was  a  continued  intercourfe,  by  addreifes, 
meifagcs,  and  aniwers,  between  the  Houie  of  Bur- 
geffes  and  the  Fowey.  This  was  a  fingular  fitua- 
tion  ;  an  attempt  to  govern,  without  chooiing,  or 
finding  it  fafe,  to  fet  a  foot  on  fiiore  in  the  country 
to  be  governed.  ^ 

AJ[e7nhly        At  length  the  necefiary  bills  having  palTcd  the 
will  not     aflembiy,   and  the  advanced  feafon  recjuiring  their 
attend       attendance   in  their  feveral  countries,  the  Council 
board  the  '^"^  BurgelTes  jointly  intreated  the  Governor's  pre- 
Fowey.     fence,  to  give  his   aiTent  to  them   and  finifh  the 
feihon.     They  obferved,   that   though  the  bufmefs 
had  been  greatly  impeded   by  his  abfence  from  the 
feat  of  government,   and  they  had  fubmitted  to  the 
inconvenience  of  repeatedly  fending  their  members 
twelve  miles  to  attend  his  Excellency  on  board  a 
Hiip  of  war,  they  could  not  but  think  it  highly  im- 
proper, and  too  great  a  departure  from  the  confti- 
tutional  and  accuitomed  mode  of  tranfatiing  their 
bufmefs,  to  prefent  the  bills  to  him  at  any  other 
place  than  the  capital. 

Lord  Dun  mo  re  in  his  anfwcr  was  fomewhat 
rough.  He  iniiiled  upon  his  right  of  calling  them 
to  any  place  in  the  colony,  where  the  exigencies  of 
affairs  might  render  their  attendance  neceifary. 
He  further  obferved,  that  as  he  had  not  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  hi- 
fernbly,  he  knew  of  no  bills  of  importance,  which, 
if  he  were  inclined  to  rifque  his  perfon  again  among 
the  people,  they  had  to  prefent  to  him,  nor  whether 
they  were  fuch  as  he  could  ailent  to  if  they  had. 

To 
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To  obviate  thefe  obje^^Ions,  though  it  was  an    1775. 


unprecedented  adt,  the  AiTeinbly  fent  the  bills,  as 
well  as  other  papers  which  were  afterwards  de- 
manded, on  board  the  Fowey,  for  his  infpeClion. 
The  moll  intereiling  of  thofe  bills,  feemingly  to  all 
parties,  was  that  for  the  payment  of  the  forces,  who 
had  lately,  under  his  Lordlhip's  command,  fuffered 
confiderably,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  had  done 
eflential  fervice  to  their  country,  by  their  bravery 
and  fuccefs  in  the  late  Indian  war.  This  bill  v/as 
objected  to  by  the  Governor,  for  its  impofmg  a  tax 
upon  the  importation  of  Haves,  and  for  fome  in- 
formality  in  refpe£l  to  the  emiflion  of  paper  money. 
The  other  bills  were  approved  of. 

This  produced  the  final  addrefs  from  the  Houfe 
of  Burgeffes,  in  which  they  intreated  his  Excel- 
lency, that  he  would  meet  them  the  enfuing  day  at 
Williamfburgh,  to  pafs  the  bills  that  were  ready  ; 
exprelTed  their  hopes,  that  he  could  not  flill  entertain 
any  groundiefs  fears  of  perfonal  danger  ;  but  de- 
clare, that  if  it  was  poflible  he  remained  under  fo 
ftrange  an  influence,  they  pledged  their  honours, 
and  every  thing  facred,  for  his  fecurity.  If  nothing 
could  prevail,  they  requefled  that  he  would  grant  a 
commiffion  for  palling  fujch  bills  as  he  approved. 

Lord  Dunmore  periifted  in  the  obje6:ions  he  had 
made  to  the  bill ;  faid  that  the  well-grounded  caufe 
he  had  for  believing  his  perfon  not  fafe  at  Williamf- 
burgh, had  increafed  daily.  That  he  therefore  could 
not  meet  them,  as  they  requelfed,  at  the  capital ; 
but  that  he  would  be  ready  to  receive  the  Houfe  on 
the  following  Monday,  at  his  prefent  refidence,  for 
the  purpofe  of  giving  his  aifent  to  fuch  ads  as  he 
fhould  approve  of. 

This  anfwer  put  an  end  to  all  public  correfpon- 
dence  and  bufmefs  between  the  Governor  and 
colony.     The  transferring  the  Legiuative  Council 
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and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  a  great  county  on 
board  a  man  of  war,  was  evidently  not  to  be  ex- 
pelled. Their  danger  in  fuch  a  fituation,  if  on 
other  accounts  it  were  pofTible  they  could  put  them- 
felves  into  it,  was  no  lefs  than  Lord  Dunmore's 
could  be  on  land.  It  may,  however,  be  fuppofcd, 
that  the  Governor's  condud  was  operated  upon  by 
caufcs,  or  influenced  by  motives,  with  which  we 
are  unacquainted. 

Upon  receiving  the  foregoing  anfwer,  the  Bur- 
geflfes  palled  refolutions,  in  which  they  declared, 
that  the  meflage  requiring  them  to  attend  the  Go- 
vernor on  board  a  Ihip  of  war,  was  a  high  breach 
of  their  rights  and  privileges.  That  the  unreafon- 
able  delays  thrown  into  their  proceedings,  and  the 
evafive  anfwers  to  their  fmcere  and  decent  ad- 
drelTes,  gave  them  reafon  to  fear  that  a  dangerous 
attack  was  meditated  againft  the  unhappy  people  of 
that  colony,  and  it  was  therefore  their  opinion,  that 
they  iliould  prepare  for  the  preservation  of  their 
property,  and  their  ineftimablc  rights  and  liberties. 
And  then,  flrongly  profefling  loyalty  to  the  King, 
and  amity  to  the  mother  country,  they  broke  up 
their  feiTion. 

July  iSth  Thus,  unhappily,  was  an  end  put,  for  the  prefent, 
Conven-  to  the  Englifli  government  in  the  colony  of  Virgi- 
tion  of  j^ia^  A  convention  of  delegates  was  foon  appointed 
hdd^an^d  ^°  ^^PP^Y  ^^^  place  of  the  affembly,  who  having  an 
means  unlimited  confidence  repofed  in  them  by  the  people, 
uied  to  become  accordingly  pofleffed  of  an  unlimited  power 
arm  the  in  all  public  affairs.  Thefe  immediately  took  in 
province,  j^o  j^^j  x\\c  raifing  and  embodying  of  an  armed  force, 
as  well  as  the  providing  means  for  its  fupport,  and 
purfucd  every  other  meafure  which  could  tend  to 
Declara-  place  the  colony  in  a  flrong  ilate  of  defence.  Whilll 
tion  to  they  were  purfuing  thefe  dangerous  fleps,  they  pub- 
JMOifv  Yi^htA  a  Declaration  in  jullification  of  their  conduct, 
ceedln^'^r  ^^^^ing  the  meafuresthat  led  to  the  prefent  unhappy 
""'        ■  '  iiate 
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Hate  of  public  affairs,  fetting  forth  the  caufe  of  their  1775. 
meeting,  and  fhevvdng  the  neceflity  of  immediately  ^^-^^-^ 
putting  the  country  in  a  poflure  of  defence,  for  the 
protection  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties. 
They  concluded  as  the  alTembly  had  done,  with  the 
ftrongefl  profellions  of  faith  and  loyalty,  and  de- 
clared, that  as,  on  the  one  hand,  they  were  deter- 
mined at  the  peril  of  the  extremefl  hazards,  to 
maintain  their  jufl  rights  and  privileges,  fo  on  the 
other,  it  w^as  their  fixed  and  unalterable  refolution, 
to  diiband  fuch  forces  as  were  raifed  for  the  defence 
of  the  colony,  whenever  their  dangers  were  removed 
and  America  rcftored  to  its  former  (late  of  tran- 
quility and  happinefs. 

"Whether  Lord  Dunmore  expelled  that  any  ex-  Coercive 
traordinary  advantages   might  be  derived  from  an  ^eafures 
infurredion  of  the  Haves,  or  that  he  imagined  there  j^p^^^ 
w-as  a  much  greater  number  of  people  in  the  colo-  ^^  ^-^^ 
ny,  who  were  fatisfied  with  the  prefent  fyftem  of  Gover- 
government,  than  really  was  the  caf@,   (a  miftake,  "o^. 
and  an  unfortunate  ©ne,  which  like  an  epidemical 
diftemper,   feems  to  have    fpread   through  all  our 
official   departments   in  America)   upon   whatever 
grounds  he  proceeds,   he    determined,  tho'  he  re- 
linquifhed   his  government,    not  to   abandon   his 
hopes,  nor    entirely  to  lofe  fight  of  the    country 
wkich  he   had    governed.     He   accordingly,  being 
joined  by  thofe  friends  of  government,   w^ho  had 
rendered  themfelves  too  obnoxious  to  the  people  to 
continue  with  fafety  in  the  country,  as  well  as  by  a 
ixUmber  of  runaway  negroes,  and  fupported  by  the 
frigates   of  war  which  were  upon  the  Itation,  en- 
deavoured to  eftablifli  fuch  a  marine  force,  as  would 
enable  him,  by  means  of  the  noble    rivers,    which 
render  the  molt  valuable  parts  of  that  rich  country 
accellible   by  water,  to  be   always    at  hand,    and  ; 

ready  to   profit,    of  any  favourable    occafion  that 
offered. 

Upon 
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1775.  Upon  this,  or  fome  fimilar  fyftem,  he  by  degrees 
y>y"^r^>*^  equipped  and  armed  a  number  of  veilels  of  differ- 
ent kinds  and  fizes,  in  one  of  which  he  conftantly 
refided,  never  fetting  his  foot  on  fhore  but  in  a 
hoflile  manner  ;  the  force,  thus  put  together,  was 
however,  calculated  only  for  depredation,  and  never 
became  equal  to  any  eifential  fervice.  The  former 
indeed,  was  in  part  a  matter  of  neceffity,  for  as  the 
people  on  fhore  would  not  iupply  thofe  on  board 
with  provifions  orneceflaries,  they  muft  either  ftarve, 
or  provide  them  by  force.  The  Virginians  pre- 
tend, that  while  the  depredations  were  confined 
to  thofe  neceflary  obje6:s,the  refped  which  they  bore 
to  the  rank  and  office  of  their  governor,  prevented 
his  meeting  with  any  refiflance ;  but  their  nature 
was  loon  changed  into  open  and  avowed  hoflility. 
Obnoxious  perfons  theyfaid,  were  feized  and  car- 
ried on  board  the  fhips ;  plantations  raviflied  and 
deflroyed  ;  the  negroes  carried  off;  houfes  burnt, 
and  at  length  lives  lofl  on  both  fides.  In  one  of 
thefe  expeditions,  his  I.ordfliip  deflroyed  a  num- 
ber of  iron  cannon,  and  carried  off  fome  others, 
w^hich  he  fuppofed  w^ere  provided  for  the  purpofes 
of  rebellion,  though  the  Virginians  affert  they  were 
fliip  guns.  Thefe  proceedings  occafioned  the  fend- 
ing of  fome  detachments  of  the  new-raifed  forces 
to  prote<!il  the  coafls,  and  from  thence  enfued,  a 
fmall,  mifchievous,  predatory  war,  incapable  of  af- 
fording honour,  or  benefit,  and  in  which,  at  length, 
every  drop  of  water,  and  every  neceffary,  was  pur- 
chafed  at  the  price  or  rifque  of  blood. 

Ocl.  25tli  During  this  flate  of  hoflility,  he  procured  a  few 
Lord  foldiers  from  different  parts,  with  whofe  affillance, 
Dunmore  an  attempt  w^as  made  to  burn  a  port -town,  in  an  im- 
repuiied  portant  fituation,  called  Hampton.  It  feems  the  in- 
tcn/tT"  ^^^'^^^^^^^s  had  fome  previous  lufpicion  of  the  defign, 
dcilroy  ^'^^  ^-^^7  ^^^^  funk  boats  in  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
tlie  town  hour,  and  thrown  'u-h  other  obilacles  in  the  way, 
oi  Hamp-  as  rendered  the  approach  of  the  fhips,  and  confe- 
^^^-  '  quently 
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quently  a  landing,  impracticable  on  the  day  in  which  1775. 
the  attack  was  commenced.  The  fhips  cut  a  paf-  ^^<^^ 
fage  through  the  boats  in  the  night,  and  began  to 
cannonade  the  town  furlouily  in  the  morning  ;  but 
at  this  critical  period,  they  were  relieved  from  their 
apprehenfions  and  danger,  by  the  arrival  of  a  de- 
tachment of  rifle  and  minute  men,  from  Wiiliamf- 
burgh,  wlio  had  marched  all  night  to  their  aiTil]:- 
ance.  Thefe,  joined  with  the  inhabitants,  attacked 
the  fhips  fo  vigoroufly  with  their  fmail  arms,  that 
they  were  obliged  precipitately  to  quit  their  flation 
with  the  lofs  of  fome  men,  and  of  a  tender  which 
was  taken. 

In   confequence  of  this  repulfe,  a  proclamation  Nov.  7th. 
was   iifued    by  the  Governor,    dated  on  board  the  Proda. 
ihip  William,    off  Norfolk,   declaring,   that  as  the  mation 
civil  law  was    at  prefent  infuihcient  to  prevent  and  ^"*'  ^^^^' 
punifh  treafon  and  traitors,  martial  law  fliould  take  ^\  ^^^* 
place,  and  be  executed  throughout  the  colony  :  and  emanci- 
requiring  all  perfons  capable  of  bearing  arms  to  pation  of 
repair  to  his  Majelly's  ftandard,  or  to  be  confidered  the  ne- 
as  traitors.     He  alfo  declared  all  indented  fervants,  S'^^^^* 
negroes,  or  others,  appertaining  to  rebels,  who  were 
able  and  willing  to  bear  arms,  and  who  joined  his 
Majelly's  forces,  to  be  free. 

This  meafure  of  emancipating  the  negroes,  ex- 
cited lefs  furprize,  and  probably  had  lefs  eife6l  in 
exciting  the  defired  infurreclion,  from  its  being  '\o 
long  threatened  and  apprehended,  than  if  it  had 
been  more  imm^ediate  and  unexpected.  It  was, 
however,  received  with  the  greateft  horror  in  all 
the  colonies,  and  has  been  fevcrely  condemned 
elfevv^here,  as  tending  to  loolen  the  bands  of  fociety, 
to  dedroy  domeific  fecurity,  and  encourage  the 
moft  barbarous  of  mankind,  to  the  commiilion  of 
the  mod  horrible  crimes,  and  the  molt  inhuman 
cruelties  ;  that  \^  was  confounding:  the  innocent 
With  the  guilty,  and  expohng  thofc  who  were  the 

belt 
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1775.  bell  friends  to  government,  to  the  fame  bfs  of  pro- 
^->^^^^  perty,  danger,  and  deflruftion,  with  the  mofl  incor- 
rigible rebels.  It  was  faid  to  eftabhfh  a  precedent 
,of  a  moft  dangerous  nature  in  the  new  world,  by 
giving  a  legal  fanclion  to  the  arraying  and  embody- 
ing of  African  negroes,  to  appear  in  arms  againil 
.^vhite  men,  and  to  encounter  them  upon  an  equal 
footing  in  the  field  ;  for  however  founded  diflin6:i- 
ons  with  refpecl  to  colour  may  appear,  when  ex- 
amined by  the  teds  of  nature,  reaibn  or  philofophy, 
while  thingis  continue  in  their  prefent  ftate,  while 
commerce,  luxury,  and  avarice,  render  flavery  a 
principal  object  in  the  political  fyflem  of  every 
European  power  that  poireiTes  dominion  in  Ameri- 
ca, the  idea  of  a  pre-eminence  mud  always  be 
cheridied,  and  confidered  as  a  neceflary  policy. 
This  meafure  is  perhaps  liable  to  be  charged  with 
another  political  fault,  w^hich  has  attended  too  many 
others  that  have  been  lately  adopted  with  refpeft  to 
America,  viz.  that  of  violent  irritation,  wdthout  af- 
fording any  adequate  benefit. 

The  Proclamation,  however,  with  Lord  Dun- 
morc's  prcfence,  and  the  encouragement  of  the 
fmall  marine  force  he  had  with  him,  produced,  for 
the  prefent,  fome  effect  in  the  town  of  Norfolk,  and 
the  adjoining  country,  where  many  of  the  people 
were  well-affeded  to  government.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly joined  by  fome  hundreds  both  of  blacks 
and  whites,  and  many  others.  Who  did  not  chufe  to 
take  an  adive  part,  publicly  abjured  the  Congrefs, 
witli  all  its  afts,  and  all  conventions  and  committees, 
whatever.  It  is  probable  that  Lord  Dunmore  now 
hoped,  that  the  facility  and  good  difpofition  which 
he  experienced  here,  would  have  been  fo  general, 
as  to  enable  him  to  raife  a.confiderable  armed  force, 
and  thus,  perhaps,  without  any  foreign  ailiilance, 
to  have  the  glory  of  reducing  one  part  of.  the  pro- 
vince by  the  means  of  the  other. 

This 
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This   pleafmg  hope  was  interrupted  by  intelli-    ^77 S' 
gence,   that  a  party  of  the   rebels  were  marching   ^^-^"vvy 
towards  them  with  great  expedition.     To  obftrucl  Aaion 
their  defigns,  and  protect  the  well-afFeded,  he  took  "car  the 
poffeilion  of  a  poll  called  the  Great-Bridge,  which  ^gj-j^^j^^^ 
lay  at  fome  miles  diftance  from  Norfolk,  and  was  a 
pafs  of  great  confequence,  being  the  only  way  by 
which  they  could  approach  to  that  town.     Here  he 
conftrufted  a  fort  on  the  Norfolk  fide  of  the  bridge, 
which  he  furnilhed  well  with  artillery,  and  render- 
ed as  defenfible  as  the  time  would  admit.     Not- 
withftanding  the  loyalty  of  the  people  in  this  quar- 
ter, which  included  two  fmall  counties,  it  does  not 
appear  that  his  force  was  at  all  confiderable,  either 
as   to  the  number  or  quality ;  he  had  iiKleed  200 
regulars,  including  the  grenadiers  of  the  14th  regi- 
ment, and  a  body  called  the  Norfolk  volunteers  j 
the  reft  was  a  motley  mixture  of  blacks  and  whites. 
The   enemv,    under   the   command   of  a  Colonel 
Woodford,  fortified  themfelves  alfo,  within  lefs  than 
cannon   fhot  of  our  people  ;    they  had  a  narrow 
caufeway  in  their  front,  which  muft  be  paiTed  to 
come  at  their  works,  fo  that  both  parties  feemed 
pretty  well  fecured  from  furprize.  "     '' 

In  this  ftate  they  continued  quiet  on  both  fides 
for  fome  days,  until  at  length  a  defign  was  formed, 
for  furprizing  the  enemy  in  their  entrenchments. 
This  was  undertaken  before  daylight.  Capt.  For- 
dyce,  at  the  head  of  his  grenadiers,  amounting  to  I^ec.  ptL 
about  60,  led  the  attack.  They  boldly  palTed  the 
caufeway,  and  marched  up  to  the  entrenchments 
with  fixed  bayonets,  and  with  a  coolnefs  and  intre- 
pidity, which  frrft  excited  the  aftonirnment,  and 
afterwards  the  praife  of  their  enemies ;  for  they 
Were  not  only  expofed  naked  to  the  fire  in  front, 
but  enfiladed  by  another  part  of  the  works.  The 
brave  Captain,  with  feveral  of  his  men,  fell ;  the 
Lieutenant,  with  others,  were  taken,  and  all  the  fur- 

vivors 
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1775.    vivors  of  the  grenadier  company,  whether  prifon-ers 
^^-'^^^'^^   or  not,  were  wounded. 

The  fire  of  the  artillery  from  the  fort,  enabled 
our  people  to  retire  without  purfuit,  as  well  as  to 
carry  off  many  of  their  dead  and  wounded.  It  will 
excite  no  great  furprize,  that  the  fiaves  in  this 
engagement,  did  more  prejudice  to  our  own  people, 
than  to  the  enemy.  It  has  been  faid,  that  we  were 
led  into  this  unfortunate  affair,  through  the  dehgn- 
ed  faife  intelligence  of  a  pretended  deferter,  who 
'  was  tutored  for  the  purpofe  :  however  that  may  be, 
it  was  grievious,  that  fuch  uncommon  bravery  fhould 
be  fquandered  to  no  purpofe.  Capt.  Fordyce  was 
interred  with  every  military  honour  by  the  victors, 
who  Ihewed  due  rcfped  to  his  former  merit,  as 
well  as  the  gallantry  which  fignalized  his  lad  mo- 
ments. The  Englifh  prifoners  were  treated  with 
great  kindnefs  ;  the  Americans  who  had  joined  the 
King's  ftandard  with  equal  rigour.  In  this  engage- 
ment we  are  faid  to  have  had  129  killed,  175 
wounded,  and  40  of  our  men  made  priioners. 

His  Lp.  Lord  Dunmore  with  the  remainder  of  his  forces 
again  re-  retired  from  the  poll  at  the  Great-Bridge  the  enfu- 
tires  on  jj-^g  night,  without  any  other  lofs  than  a  few  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  ibme  trifling  (tores  which  they  left 
behind  ;  and  as  all  hopes  in  this  quarter  were  now 
at  an  end,  he  therefore  thought  it  neceffary  to 
abandon  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Norfolk, 
and  retired  again  with  his  people  on  board  the 
fliips,  which  were  confiderably  mcreafed  in  num- 
ber, by  thofe  which  he  found  in  that  port.  Many  of 
the  well  affected,  or  Tories,  (which  was  the  appella- 
tion now  given  to  them  throughout  America)  thought 
it  prudent,  with  their  families,  to  feek  the  fame 
afylum,  whether  they  alfo  carried  the  mofl  portable 
and  valuable  of  their  effeds.  Thus  his  Lordiliip 
formed  a  confiderable  fleet,  with  refped  to  the  num- 
ber of  veffcls  and   tonnage,  and  thofe  were    alfo 

crouded 
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crouded  with  people  ;  but  the  fhips  were   without    iyj$. 
force,    and  contained  mouths  without  hands   fit  to   v.-^vn^ 
navigate  them.     The  rebels  took  pofleffion  of  Nor- 
folk, and  the  fleet  moved  to  a  greater  diftance. 

During  thefe  tranfadions,  a  fcheme  had  been  in  Scheme 
agitation,  for  raifmg  a  conhderable  force  at  the  back  for  rai- 
of  the   colonies,  particularly  in  Virginia  and  the  fing  the 
Carolinas,  where  it  was  known  there  were  many  Intii^ns 
\vell-affeded   to  the  King's   government ;    it  was  ^""^  i^^^^ 
hoped  that  fome  of  the  Indian  nations   might  be 
induced  to  become  parties  in  this  defign  ;  and  that 
thus  united,  they  not  only  would  make  fuch  a  diver- 
~fion,  as  muft  greatly  alarm  and  diflrefs  the  rebels^ 
but  that  they  might  penetrate  fo  far  towards  the 
eoafts,   as  to  form  a  jundion  with  Lord  Dunmore. 
One  Connolly,  a  native  of  Penfylvania,   an  adive 
enterprizing   man,   who  feems  to  have  been  well 
calculated  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  wtis  the  framer 
of  this   defign  ;  and  his   projed  being  approved  of 
by  Lord  Dunmore,  he  with    great   difficulty  and 
danger  carried  on  a   negociation   with  the   Ohio 
Indians,  and  his   friends  among  the  back  fettlers, 
upon  the  fubjed.     This  having   fucceeded  to  his 
fatisfadion,  he  returned    to  Lord  Dunmore,   who 
fent  him  with  the  neceflary  credentials  to  Boflon, 
where    he  received    a    commiffion  from    General 
Gage,  to  ad  as   colonel  commandant,  with  alTu- 
ranees  of  fupport  and  affiftance,  at  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  appointed.     It  waslintended,  that  the 
garrifon  which  we  had  at  Detroit,   and  fome  other 
of  the  remote  back  forts,  with  their  artillery  and 
ammunition,   fhould  be  fubfervient  to  this  defign, 
and  the  adventurer  expeded  to  draw  fome  affift- 
ance, at  leaft,  of  volunteers  and  officers,  from  the 
nearefl  parts  of  Canada.     He  was  to  grant  all  com- 
miffions  to  the  officers,  and  to  have  the  fupreme  di- 
redion  in  every  thing  of  ,the  new  forces,  and  as 
foon  as  they  were  in  fufficient  condition,  he  was  to 
penetrate  through  Virginia  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 

N  n  meet 
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meet  Lord  Dunmore,  at  a  given  time  in  the  month 
of  April,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria,  upon  the 
river  Potowmac,  who  was  to  bring  fuch  a  naval 
force,  and  other  ailiilance,  as  was  deemed  necef-^ 
fary  for  the  purpofe.  It  was  alfo  a  part,  and  not 
the  leafl  comprehenfive  of  this  plan,  to  cut  oil  the 
communication  between  the  northern  and  fouthern 
colonies. 

Conolly         Thus  far,  affairs  feertied  to   look  well  with  our 
taken        adventurer  ;  but  on  his  road  through  Maryland  to 
^^^d^tl^-^'   the  fcene  of  action,    and  when   he  was  fo  far  ad- 
fcheme      vanced  that  the  worfl  feemed  nearly  over,  the  vigi- 
fruflrat'd.  lance,  or  fufpicious  temper  of  one  of  the  commit- 
tees, unfortunately  fruftratcd  all  his  hopes.     Being 
taken  up   on  fufpicion,  with  two   of  his  affociates 
who  travelled  along  with  him,  his  papers  betrayed 
every  thing  ;  among  thefe  was  the  general  fcheme 
of  the  defign,-a  letter  from  Lord  Dunmore  to  one  of 
the  Indian  chiefs,  with  fuch  other  authentic  vouch- 
ers, as  left  nothing  to   be  doubted.     The  papers 
were  publifhed  by  the  Congrefs,  and   the  under- 
takers fent  to  prifon. 

As  it  does  not  appear  that  the  loyalifts  were  very, 
lenient  to  thofe  who  differed  with  them  in  political 
opinions,  during  the  fiiort  time  of  their  fuperiority  in 
the  country  adjoining  to  Norfolk,  fo  now,  upon 
the  turn  of  afi'airs,  the  obtaining  a  plaufible  Ihew  of 
juflice,  under  the  colour  of  retaliation,  afforded 
fuch  a  favourable  opportunity  for  the  pradice  of  fe- 
verity,  and  the  gratification  of  private  pique,  and 
natural  malignity,  on  the  other  fide,  as  is  never 
known  to  be  negleded  by  any  party  in  fmiilar  cir- 
cumfiances.  For  though  many  had  taken  fhelter 
on  board  the  falps,  a  much  greater  number  remain- 
ed behind,  fome  being  willing  to  hazard  fome  dan- 
ger, rather  than  abandon  their  property ;  others 
hoping  that  their  condud,  from  its  moderation, 
would  bear  enquiry  \  and  the  majority,   from  their 

having 
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having  no  profped  of  fubfiflance  if  they  quitted 
home,  and  an  expe£lation  that  their  obfcurity  would 
lave  them  from  notice.  To  conclude,  fuch  charges 
of  oppreflion,  injullice,  and  cruelty,  were  made  on 
both  fides,  as  are  ufually  done  in  fuch  cafes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  people  in  the  fleet  were  L.  Dan- 
diftrelTed  for    provihons  and  necefl'aries   of  every  ^^^^^  ^*^' 
fort,  and  w^ere  cut  off  from  every  kind  of  fuccour    J(^*^\?^ 
from  the  fnore.     This  occafioned  conftant  bicker-  town  of 
ing  between  the  armed   fhips  and  boats,  and  the  Norfolk, 
forcfes  that  were  flationed  on  the  coaft,  particularly 
at  Norfolk.      At  length,  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
Liverpool    man  of  war  from  England,   a  flag  was 
fent  on  ihore,  to   put  the  quellion,  whether  they 
would  fupply  his  Majefliy 's  ftiips  with  provifions,  which 
being  anfwered  in   the  negative,   and  the  fhips  in 
the  harbour  being  continually  annoyed  by  the  Are  of 
the  rebels,  from   that  part  of  the  town  which  lay 
next  the  water,  it  was  determined  to  diflodge  them      *  . 
by  deflroying  it.     Previous  notice  being  according- 
ly given  to  the  inhabitants,  that  they  might  remove 
from  the  danger,   the  firfl  day  of  the  new  year  was 
fignalized  by  the  attack,  v/hen  a  violent  cannonade, 
from  the  Liverpool  frigate,    two  floops  of  war,  and 
the  Governor's  armed  fliip  the  Dunmore,  feconded 
by  parties  of  the  failors  and  marines,  who  landed 
and  fet  fire  to  the  nearefl  houfes,  foon  produced  the 
dehred  efl'ecl,  and  the  whole  town  was   reduced 
to  afnes. 

It  appears  from  a  gazette  publifned  in  the  Gover- 
nor's fliip,  (who  had  removed  the  printing  prefs 
and  materials  thither  from  Norfolk)  that  it  was 
only  intended  to  deflroy  that  part  of  the  tow^n  which 
was  next  the  Vv^ater  ;  but  that  the  rebels  compleated 
the  defl:rucl:ion,  by  fetting  hre  to  the  back  and  re- 
mote ftreets,  which,  as  the  wind  was  in  their  favour, 
would  have  otherwife  been  fafe  from  the  fury  of 
the  flames.     It  is  not,  however,  eafy  to  prefcribe 

limits 
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1775.   limits  to  the  progrefs  of  a  fire  in  fuch,  or  indeed  in 
^^^"y^^  any  circumftances.     A  few  of  thofe  who  landed, 
as  well  as  of  the  rebels,  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  town  of 
Norfolk,  the  moll  confiderable  for  commerce  in. 
the  colony,  and  fo  growing  and  flourifhing  before 
thefe  unhappy  troubles,  that  in  the  two  years  from 
1773  ^^  ^77 S^  ^^  rents  of  the  houfes  increafed 
from  8,000  to  10,000  pounds  a  year.  The  whole 
lofs  is  eftimated  at  above  300,0001.  However  juft 
the  caufe,  or  urgent  the  neceffity,  which  induced 
this  meafure,  it  was  undoubtedly  a  grievous  and 
odious  tafk  to  a  governor,  to  be  himfelf  .a  principal 
aclor,  in  burning  and  deflroying  the  bell  town  in 
his  government.  The  rebels,  after  this  tranfadion, 
to  cut  off  every  refource  from  the  (hips,  and  partly 
perhaps  to  punifh  the  well-affeded,  burnt  and  de- 
Itroyed  the  houfes  and  plantations  within  reach  of 
the  water,  and  obliged  the  people  to  remove,  with 
their  cattle,  provifions,  and  portable  effeds,  farther 
into  the  country. 

Tranfac-  Nor  was  the  fituation  of  other  governors  in  Ame- 
tions  In  rlca,  much  more  eligible  than  that  of  Lord  Dun- 
S.  Caro-  jnore.  In  South-Carolina,  Lord  William  Campbell, 
having,  as  they  faid,  entered  into  a  negociation 
with  the  Indians,  for  coming  in  to  the  fupport  of 
government  in  that  province,  and  having  alfo  fuc- 
ceeded  in  exciting  a  number  of  thofe  back  fettlers, 
who  we  have  heretofore  feen  diiHnguifhed  in  the 
Carolinas,  under  the  title  of  Regulators,  to  efpoufe 
the  fame  caufe,  the  difcovery  of  thefe  meafures, 
before  they  were  fufficiently  ripe  for  execution, 
occafioned  fuch  a  ferment  among  the  people,  that 
he  thought  it  necelfary  to  retire  from  Charles-Town 
on  board  a  fnip  of  war  in  the  river,  from  whence 
he  returned  no  more  to  the  feat  of  his  government. 
In  the  mean  time  a  Mr.  Drayton,  who  was  judge 
of  the  fuperior  court,  and  one  of  the  moil  leading 

men 
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men  in  the  colony,  marched  with  a  ftrong  armed  1775. 
force  to  the  back  fettlements,  where  a  treaty  was 
concluded  between  him  and  the  leaders  of  the 
Regulators  ;  in  which  the  differences  between  them 
were  attributed  to  miiinformation,  a  miiunderftand- 
ing  of  each  others  views  and  defigns,  and  a  tender- 
ncfs  of  confcience  on  the  fide  of  the  latter,  v/hioh 
prevented  their  figning  the  aCociation,  or  purluing 
any  measures  againft  government ;  but  as  they  now 
engaged,  neither  by  word  or  ad:  to  impede  or  con- 
travene fuch  proceedings  as  fhould  be  adopted  and 
purfued  by  the  province  in  general,  nor  to  give 
any  information,  aid,  or  afliftance,  to  fuch  Britifh 
troops  as  Ihould  at  any  time  arrive  in  it,  fo  they 
were  to  be  entirely  free  in  their  condudl  otherwife, 
to  enjoy  a  fafe  neutrality,  and  to  fuffer  no  molella- 
tion,  for  their  not  taking  an  adive  part  in  the  pre- 
fent  troubles. 

The  government  of  the  province  was  lodged  in 
a  council  of  fafety  confiiling  of  13  perlons,  with 
the  occafional  ailillance  of  a  committee  of  ninety- 
Fxine.  As  they  had  intelligence  that  an  armament 
"was  preparing  in  England,  which  was  particularly 
intended  againft  it,  no  means  were  left  untried  for 
its  defence,  in  difciplining  the  forces,  procuring 
arms  and  gun-powder,  and  particularly  in  fortifying 
and  fecuring  Charles-Town. 


ac- 


Slmilar   meafures  were  purfued  in  North  Caroll-  Tranl.^ 
na,  (with  the  difference  that  Governor  Martin  was  tions  in 
more  adive  and  vigorous  in  his  proceedings)  but  N.  Caro 
was  attended  with  as  little  fuccefs.     The  Provincial  "^^ 
Congrefs,  Committee,  and  Governor  were  in  a  con- 
tinual flate  of   the  mofl  violent  warfare.     Upon  a 
number  of   charges,    particularly  of  fomenting  a 
civil  war,  and  exciting  an  infurredion  among  the 
negroes,  he  was  declared  an  enemy  to  America  in     . 
general,  and  to  that  colony  in  particular,  and  all 
perlons  forbidden  from  holding  any  communication 

with 
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1775.  with  him.  Thefe  declarations  he  anfwered  with  a 
proclamation  of  uncommon  length,  which  the  Pro- 
vincial Gongrcfs  refolved  to  be  a  falfe,  fcandalous, 
fcurrilous,  malicious,  and  feditious  libel,  and  order- 
ed to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman. 

As  the  Governor  expelled  by  means  of  the  back 
fettlers,  as  well  as  of  the  Scotch  inhabitants  and 
highland  emigrants,  who  were  numerous  in  the  pro- 
vince, to  be  able  to  raife  a  confiderable  force,  he 
took  pains  to  fortify  and  arm  his  palace  at  Newbern, 
that  it  might  anfwer  the  double  purpofe  of  a  gar- 
rifon  and  magazine.  Before  this  could  be  effeded, 
the  moving  of  fome  cannon  excited  fuch  a  commo- 
tion among  the  people,  that  he  found  it  neceifary  to 
abandon  the  palace,  and  retire  on  board  a  iloop  of 
war  in  Cape  Fear  river.  The  people  upon  this 
occafion,  difcovered  povv^der,  lliot,  ball,  and  various 
military  ftores  and  implements,  which  had  been 
buried  in  the  palace  garden  and  yard  ;  this  ferved 
to  inflame  them  exceedingly,  every  man  confidering 
it  as  if  it  had  been  a  plot  againit  himfelf  in  particular* 

In  other  refpecls,  the  province  had  followed  the" 
example  of  their  neighbours  in  South-Carohna,  by 
ei'Lablifning  a  council  and  committees  of  fafety,  with 
other  fubititutes  for  a  regular  and  permanent  go- 
vernment. They  alfo  purfued  the  fame  methods  of 
providing  for  defence,  of  raifmg,  arming  and  fup- 
porting  forces,  and  of  training  the  miUtia,  <ind 
ihewed  equal  vigour  and  eagernefs  in  all  their  pro^ 
ceedings.  The  Provincial  Congrefs  publiihed  an 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britilh  empire,  of 
the  fame  nature  with  thofe  wx  have  formerly  feen 
to  the  people  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  con- 
taining the  fame  profelfions  of  loyalty  and  affedion, 
and  declaring  the  fame  earned  defire  of  a  recon- 
liation. 

General 
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General  Gage  having  returned  in  the  beginning    1775. 
of  Odober,  to  England,  the  command  in  chief  of  ^--^^^^^ 
the  army  at  Boilon,  devolved  upon  General  Hov/e,  General 
who  foon  after  ilTued  a  proclamation,  by  which,  Gao-e  re- 
fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  attempted  to  quit  the.town  turns  to 
without  licence,  were  condemned  to  military  exe-  England, 
cution,  if  detected  and  taken,  and  if  they  efcaped,      ^l  \^^.' 
to  be  proceeded  againft  as  tr:.itors,  by  the  forfeiture  command 
of  their  effeds.     By  another,  fuch  as  obtained  per-  by  Gen. 
million  to  quit  the  town,  were  reflrained  by  fevere  Howe. 
penalties,  from  carrying  more  than  a  fmall  fpecified 
lum  of  money  with  them.     He   alfo  enjoined  the 
figning  and  entering  into  an  aflbciation,  by  which 
the  remaining  inhabitants  offered  their  perfons  for 
the  defence  of  the  town,  and  fuch  of  them  as  he 
approved  of,  were  to  be  armed,  formed  into  com- 
panies,   and   inftrutled    in   military   exercifes    and 
difcipline,  the  remainder  being  obliged  to  pay  their 
quotas  in  money,  towards  the  common  defence. 

As  the  limited  term,  for  which  the  foldiers  In  the 
army  before  Boilon  had  enliifed,  was  nearly  ex-  c^ntl- 
pired,  a  committee  from  the  General  Congrefs,  con-  rental 
lifting  of  feveral  of  its  moil  refpectable  members,  ^"^^T  ^^' 
were   fent  thither  to  take  the  neceilary  meafures, '"^^^    ^'" 

J  ton  en- 

in  coniunclion  with  General  Waihiuf^ton,  for  keeo-  un-  fr-  n 
ing  it  from  difbanding.  This,  however,  does  not  new  term. 
feem  to  have  been  a  work  of  any  great  difficulty, 
the  whole  army  having  re-enlifted  for  a  year  cer- 
tain to  come.  Of  all  the  difiTculties  which  the 
Americans  met,  in  their  attempts  towards  the  efla- 
bliiliment  of  a  military  force,  nothing  affected 
them  fo  grievoully,    or  was  found  fo  hard  to  be  re-  > 

medied,  as  the  want  oF  gun-powder.  For  tho' 
they  ufed  the  utm.oil  diligence  in  the  collecling  and 
preparing  of  nitre,  and  in  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
manufadure  ;  the  refource  from  their  indufiry  mufl 
neceffarily  be  llow^,  and  with  regard  to  any  confider- 
able  effed:  diilant.  .  Nor  had  they  yet  opened  that 
commerce,   nor  entered  into  thofe  meafures   vrith 

foreiq;n 
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1775.  foreign  dates,  which  have  fince  procured  them  a 
^^^/^"^^^  fupply  of  mihtary  articles.  Indeed  the  fcarcity  of 
powder  was  fo  great,  thatitisfaid  the  troops  at  Bun- 
ker's Hill,  had  not  a  fingle  charge  left  at  the  end  of 
that  ihort  engagement :  and  it  is  alfo  faid,  that  the 
weaknefs  of  the  army  before  Boflon  in  that  refpect, 
was  at  one  time  fo  great,  that  nothing  but  our 
ignorance  of  the  circumilance,  could  have  faved 
them  from  being  difperfed  and  ruined.  They, 
however,  left  nothing  undone  to  fupply  this  defe£c, 
and  among  many  temporary  expedients,  had  contri- 
ved to  purchafe,  without  notice  or  fufpicion,  all  the 
powder  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  plundered  the 
magazine  in  the  iiland  of  Bermuda,  of  above  100 
barrels,  which  was  carried  off  (as  it  was  pretend- 
ed) without  the  knov/iedge  of  the  inhabitants. 

Oa.  18         In  the  courfe  of  the  depredation,  threat,  and  hof- 
Falmouth  ^^^^ty?  which  continually  occurred  on  the  fea  coafts, 
cannon-     the  town  of  Falmouth,    in  the  northern  part  of  the 
aded  Sc      province  of  MalTachufett's  Bay,  was  doomed  to  ex- 
ncarlyde-  perience  a  fhare  of  thofc  calamities,  which  were 
ftroyed.     afterwards  difpenfed  in  a  greater  degree  to  Norfolk 
in  Virginia,  (already  taken  notice  of  in  the  tranf- 
adtions  of  that  colony).     Some  particular  violence 
or  mifbehaviour,    relative  to  the  loading  of  a  maft- 
fhip,  drew  the  indignation  of  the  Admiral  upon  this 
place,  and  occafioned  an  order  for  its  deftrudion. 
The  officer  who  commanded  thefhips  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,   gave  two   hours  previous  notice  to  the  in- 
habitants to  provide  for  their  fafety,  and  this  time 
was  further  enlarged  till  the  next  morning,  under 
the  cover  of  a  negociation  for  delivering  up  their 
artillery  and  fmall  arms,  at  the  price  of  faving  the 
town.     This,  however,  they  at   length  refufed  to 
comply  with  \  but  had   made  ufe  of  the  interme- 
diate time  in  removing  fo  many  of  their  effe£ts  as 
they  could  procure  carriages  for,  or  as  the  darkneft 
and  confufion  of  the  night  would  admit  of. 

About 
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About  9  o'clock  In  the  morning,  a  cannonade     1775. 
was  begun,    and  continued  with  little  intermiflion    v^^v^^-^ 
through  tha  day.     Above  300  fhot,  befides  bombs 
and  carcailes,  were  thrown  into  the  town,    and  the 
failors  landed  to  compleat  the  deftruction,  but  were  ' 
repulfed  widi  the  lofs  of  a  few  men.     The  principal 
part  of  the  town,  (which  lay  next  the  water)  con- 
fiding of  about    134  dwelling   houfes,    278   ftore 
and  ware  houfes,   with  a  large  new  church,  a  new 
handfome    court-houfe,   the   old  town-houfe,    with 
the  public   library,  were  reduced  to  aflies  ;  about 
100   of  the  worlt    houfes,    being    favoured  by  the 
_fituation  and  diilance,   efcaped  deftruftion,  though 
not  without   damage.     Though   the  fettlements  in 
this  quarter  were  new,  being  moftly  eftablifhed  fmcc 
the  lad  war,  this  fmall  town  was  amazingly  thriv- 
ing, being  fituate  on  a  fine  harbour,  and.  having  a    • 
very  confiderable  trade,  fo  that  it  was  computed  to 
contain  about  600  families,  though  little  more  than 
one-third  of  that  number  of  dwelling  houfes. 

The  deftru(^ion  which  fell  upon  Falmouth,   pro-  Nov.  13. 
bably  accelerated  in  the  Aifembly  of  Maflachufett's   .  t 
Bay,  the  darmg   meaiure  (under    pretence  or  pro-  ^^^^  f^^ 

tetling  their  coafts)  of  palling  an  a«5l, -fo?- grant-  granting 

ifig  letters   of  marque  and  reprifal,  and  the  ejiablijh-  letters  of 
mc7it  of  courts   of  admiralty ^  for  the  trial  and  con-  ^^^^^^^ 
dcmnation  of  Britijh  Jhips, — In  this  law  they  declared     -^^^ 
an  intention,  of  only  defending  the  coafts  and  navi- 
gation of  America,  extending  the  power  of  capture 
*only  to  fuch  iliips  as  Ihould  be  employed  in  bring- 
ing fupplies  to  the  armi«s  employed  againft  them. 

In  the   courfe  of  the   fummer,  Articles  of  Con-  Articles 
federation   and  Perpetual  Union,   between  the   fe-  of  confe- 
veral  colonies  which  were   already  alfociated,  with  ^<^^^tion 
liberty  of  admiifion  to  thofe  of  Quebec,  St.  John's,  ^y^Si'e^ 
Nova-Scotia,  the  two  Floridas,  and  Bermudas,  con-  Conti- 
taining  rules  for  their  general  government  in  peace  nental 
and  war,  both  with    refped:  to  foreigners  and  each  CongreA;. 

Q  o  other. 
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1775.  other,  were  drawn  up  by  the  General  Congrefs, 
\.^'y^  and  by  them  tranfmitted  to  the  different  colonies, 
for  the  infpeclion  and  confideration  of  their  refpec- 
tive  aflembhes.  As  thefc  Articles  of  Confederation, 
&c.  were  the  only  out-lines  by  which  the  general 
movements  and  operations  of  the  different  colonies 
in  future  were  regulated,  and  as  they  may  ferve  in 
a  great  meafure  to  ihew  the  general  fenfe  and  fpirit 
of  thefe  times,  we  have  given  them  at  large,  with 
many  other  interefting  Papers,  necelfary  to  eluci- 
date this  Hiflory  in  the  Appendix. 

The  people,  however,  were  not  yet  fufiiciently 
irritated,  nor  their  affections  and  prejudices  fuffi- 
ciently  broken,  to  accede  to  a  Confederacy,  which 
though  conditionally  framed  and  worded,  yet  led  to 
a  total  feparation  from  the  mother  country.  For  tho' 
they  took  up  arms  and  oppofed  government,  ftill,  it 
was  in  general,  under  the  hope  of  obtaining  thereby 
a  redrefs  of  grievances  ;  and  that  being  the  nearer 
and  more  agreeable  object,  they  would  not  willingly 
look  to  any  thing  further,  efpecially  to  one  fo 
dreadful  as  a  total  feparation.  It  required  a  longer 
time  in  the  contemplation  of  real  or  fuppofed  in- 
juries, and  in  fpecuiations  upon  future,  together 
with  freih  and  conftant  fources  of  irritation,  to 
arrive  at  that  habit  of  vexation  and  hatred,  which 
was  neceffary  to  break  ties  of  fo  long  a  Handing, 
and  to  familiarize  fo  new  an  idea. 

Commer-  *        r  i     • 

cial  rcfo-       A  refolution  was  alfo  palled  by  the  Congrefs  at 

lutlon,  the  appearance  of  autumn,  that  as  America  was 

fufpend-  bleffed  with  a  mofl  plentiful   harveif,  and  Ihould 

^"'^^"  have  a  great   fuperfluity  to  fpare  for  other  nations, 

cafes  the  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^'^^^  reflraining  laws  were  not  repealed, 

prohibi-  within  iiz-L  months  from  the  20th  of  July,  on  v.'hich 

tion  with  they  commenced,  the  cuflom-houfes  Ihould  be  every 

refped  to  ^yfiere  fhut  up,  and  their  ports  from  thenceforth  be 

tior^and  ^P^^^  ^^  every  flate  in  Europe,  (which  would  admit 

importa-  ^^^^  protect  their  commerce)  free  of  all  duties,  and 

ticji,  '                                             for 
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for  every  kind  of  commodity,  excepting,  only,  teas,    1775. 


and  the   merchandize  of  Great-Britain,    and  her 
dependencies.    And  the  more  to  encourage  foreign- 
ers to  engage  in  trade  with  them,  they  pafTed   a 
refokition,  that  they  would,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power,  maintain  and  fupport  fuch  freedom  of  com- 
merce for  two  years  certain  after  its  commencement, 
notwithilandlng  any  reconciliation  with  Great-Bri- 
tain, and  as  much  longer  as  the  prefent  obnoxious 
laws  fnould  continue.— — They  alfo,  immediately, 
fufpended  the  ndn-mportatio?i  agreement,  in   favour 
of  all  Ihips  that  Ihouid  bring  gun-powder,  nitre,  ful- 
pher,    good  mufkets  fitted  with  bayonets,  or  brafs 
field  pieces,  fuch  Ihips  being  to  be  loaded  in  return 
with  the  value  of  their  cargoes.     At  this  fitting  of 
the  General  Congrefs,  they  hkewife  fentout  a  fecond 
petition   to  the  King,  which  was  delivered  to  Lord 
Dartmouth,  by  Governor  Penn,    and  to  which  his 
Lordlhip  faid, — '^  No  anfzver  would  be  given*'*     As 
it  may  perhaps  hereafter  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  when 
•the  war  and  its   confequences  are  much  better  re- 
membered, than  the  circumilances  that   preceded, 
or  the  caufes  that  led  to  it,  whether  it  was  poifible 
that  fuch  fentiments  could  really  prevail  with  either 
of  the  parties,  at  the  time  fo  unnatural,  and  fo  un- 
happy a  conteft  took  place  between  them  ;  and  as 
the  particular  drift  of  this  Petition,    (diftinct  from 
its  great  and  general  objed  of  a  refloration  of  har- 
mony and  peace)  will,  we  apprehend,  be  more  fully 
underltood  by  their   own  fentiments  and  drefs  of 
language,  than  any  comment  of  ours    thereon,  we 
have  therefore  in  the  Appendix  given  it  in  full,  in 
their  own  cloathing,  with  all  the  fignatures  annexed 
thereto  ;  being  perfuaded,   that  whatever  were   the 
inward  intentions  of  the  parties,  the   language  was 
conciliatory,  and  the  requell  not  immoderate.     The 
Americans  are  faid  to  have  laid  great  ilrefs  upon  the 
fuccefs    of  this   final    application    to  the  Throne, 
(which  they  termed  their   Olive  Branch)  and  are 

faid 
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lyyS'    ^iiid  to  have  relaxed  their  operations  confiderably 
V^^   upon  that  idea,  until  they  heard  the  event. 


Dec.  6th.      Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,   the  General  Con- 


al  pro-^ '  ^^  ^^^^^  piece  they  combated  and  denied  the  charges 
clamatl-  of  forgetting  their  allegiance,  of  treafon,  and  rebel- 
on  of  the  lion,  and  took  particular  notice  of  the  dangerous 
3d  Aug.  tendency,  and  indifcriminate  nature  of  a  claufe, 
prohibiting  under  the  feverelt  penalties,  the  carry- 
ing on  of  any  correfpondence  from  England,  with 
any  perfons  in  rebelHon,  or  the  aiding  or  abetting 
of  fuch.  But  not  content  with  critical  obfervations, 
they  conclude  with  a  declaration  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Colonies,  That  whatever  pu- 
nifhment  fliall  be  infiicled  upon  any  perfons  in  the 
power  of  their  enemies,  for  favouring,  aiding,  or 
abetting,  thp  caufe  of  American  liberty,  fliould  be 
retaliated  in  the  fame  kind,  and  the  fame  degree, 
upon  thofe  in  their  power,  who  have  favoured, 
aided,  or  abetted,  or  fhould  favour,  aid,  or  abet, 
the  fyllem  of  miniflerial  opprellion. 

Different       '^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ourfelves  make  no  obfervations  on 
opinions    the  foremcntioned  petition,  but  will  clofe  this  chap- 
refpeft-     ter,  (as  well  as  the  American  accounts  for  this  vear) 
mg  tnis     ^yj^j^  ^Qj^g  thoughts  of  the  legillature  thereon.— 
pe  1  ion.    ^Yhoie  who  favoured  the  plan  of  pacifying  by  con- 
cefTion,  loudly  clamoured  at  the  anfwer  of  Lord 
Dartmouth,   as  calculated  to   drive  the  colonies  to 
the  lall  extremities  of  independence  pmd   foreign 
connedion  ;  for  this  reception,  they  faid,  of  fo  duti- 
ful and  decent  an  addrefs,  amounted  to  no  lefs  than 
a  renunciation  of  their  allegiance. — On  the  other 
hand,  the  friends  of  the  mmiftry  took  it  into  a  dif- 
ferent point  of  view.     The  petition,   they  allowed, 
had  a  decent  appearance.     But  did  they  formidly 
admit  the  rights  of  parliament  ?  Were  they  not  flill 
t.  in 
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in  arms  ?  and  in  that  fituution  could  their  fmcerity    1775. 
be  relied  on  ?  They  hid,  that  they  only  wanted  to    ^^--^"^^^^ 
gain  time  by  a  negociation,  until  they  had  formed 
their  government,  and  eftablifhed  their  ftrength  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  would   render  all  future  efforts 
for  their  reduction   ineffectual.     We  had  already 
gone  far  in  the  expcnces  of  a  war;  we  ihould  not 
now^  (lop  fliort ;  but  reap  the  benefits  to  government, 
which  always  arife  from  unfuccefsful  rebellion.  And 
befides  thole  great  objects,  of  punifhing  the  obnox- 
ious, and  providing  for  our  friends,  to  revit,  with- 
out leaving  room  for  a  future  contefl,  that  uncon- 
,  ditional  fub million  upon  the  Americans,  which  no 
treaty  or  negociation  could  ever  obtain.     While  on    - 
the  contrary,  if  amicable  terms  were  now  entered  .^ 

into,   all  our  expencc  and  preparation  would  be 
thrown  away  ;  we  muft  fhrink  from  the  propofals     ■ 
we  had   made  to  foreign  Princes  for  hiring  their  '^ 

troops,  which  would  degrade  us  in  their  eyes,  as 
our  tamenefs  in  putting  up  with  the  infolence  of 
our  own  people,  w^ould  in  thofe  of  all  Europe  ;  and 
all  the  buftle  we  had  made  would  pafs  over,  without 
having  imprelfed  the  colonies  with  a  fenfe  of  our 
dignity,  or  with  the  terror  of  our  power.  Befides 
the  nation  was  prepared  by  the  language  of  war  for 
the  event,  and  it  was  not  certain  that  vigorous  mea- 
fur^s,  if  it  lhoul4  be  found  neceffary  to  relume 
them,  would  be  fo  well  received  as  they  were  in 
the  prefcnt  temper  of  the  nation,  whofe  favourable 
^ifpofition  was  to  be  carefully  cultivated,  and  em- 
ployed in  the  critiq^l  moment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XI. 

Affairs  at  Boflon  continued  to  the  total  emharkatlon  of  General 
Hoive''s  army  from  that  garrifon  to  Halifax. — Froin  the 
blockade  of  ^ehec  by  Arjiold^  to  the  entire  recovery  of  all 
Canada,  particularizing  the  retaking  of  Montreal,  Chainhlee^ 
St.  John's,  l^c. — Continuation  of  affairs  in  Virginia,  North 
and  South  Carolinas. — Some  account  of  Sir  Peter  Parker'' s 
fqucidron.  Lord  Cornnvallis  and  General  CVuito?!' s  troops^ 
*with  their  attack- on  Sullivan's  Ijlatid, 

^77^-  ^  I  ^HE  delays  and  misfortunes  which  the  tran- 
January  j^  fports  and  victuallers  from  England  and  Ire- 
land had  experienced,  reduced  our  forces  at  Boflon 
Diftreffes  to  great  diftrefs.  To  their  diftrefs  was  added  the 
of  the  mortification  of  feeing  feveral  veflels  which  were 
army  at  laden  with  the  neceflaries  and  comforts  of  life, 
dmi i^'^  taken  in  the  very  entrance  of  the  harbour  ;  whilft 
the  win-  different  circumitances  of  tide,  wind,  or  fituation, 
ter.  difabled  the  (hips  of  war  from  preventing 'the  mif- 

chief.  The  lofs  of  molt  of  the  coal  fhips  was  par- 
ticularly felt,  as  fuel  could  not  be  procured,  and 
the  climate  rendered  that -article  indifpenfable.  The 
wretched  inhabitants  were  in  a  (late  ftill" more  de- 
plorable. Detained  againil  their  will,  cut  off  froni 
all  intercourfe  with  their  friends,  expofed  to  all  the 
confequences  of  that  contempt  and  averfion  with 
which  a  great  part  of  them  were  regarded  by  the 
foldiery,- and  at  the  fame  time  in  want  of  alftiofF 
every  ncceffary  of  life.  Calamitous  however  a^ 
that  fituation  was,  it  ferved  as  a  fort  of  refuge.  \d 
thofe  who  were  either  zealous  in  favour  of  the  King's 
government,  or  fo  dilTatisfied  with  the  new  flate  of 
things,  that  they  could  no  longer  live  with  comfort, 
feme  of  them  hardly  with  fafety,  in  their  own  homes. 


It  was  even  feared  that  the  military  {lores  would 
fail,  and  fait  provifions  at  lait  grew  fcarce.  The 
troops  at  Bunker's  Hill  underwent  great  hardfhips, 
being  obliged  to  lie  in  tents  all  the  winter,   under 

the 
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^he  driving  fnows,  and  expofed  to  the  alinofl  into-  1776. 
^erably  cutting  winds  of  the  climate  in  that  feaibn,  ^'^'''^ 
which  with  the  ftricl  and  conflant  duty  occafioned 
by  the  ftrength  and  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  rendered 
that  fervice  exceedingly  fevere  both  to  the  private 
men  and  officers.  Various  attempts  were  made,  to 
remedy  or  to  lefTen  fome  of  the  wants  which  now 
prevailed  in  the  army.  That  of  firing,  which  was 
the  moft  immediately  and  intolerably  prefling,  was 
in  fome  meafure  relieved  by  the  dellruction  of  houfes. 

The  attempts  made  to  procure  provifions  were  not 
attended  with  any  great  fuccefs.  Some  veffels 
which  were  fent  to  Barbadoes,  obtained  through  the 
afTiilance  of  the  Governor,  and  before  the  matter 
was  fully  known,  a  quantity  fo  moderate  that  it 
would  not  at  other  times  have  been  taken  more 
notice  of  than  any  common  occurrence  in  trade  ; 
but  being  now  cut  off  from  their  ufual  refources, 
and  having  as  they  faid,  a  famine  (taring  them  in 
the  face,  with  80,000  Blacks,  and  20,000  Whites 
to  feed,  and  no  fufficient  flock  in  hand,  nor  any 
certain  fupply  in  profpect:,  the  meafure  was  deemed 
fo  dangerous,  that  it  occafioned  a  dired  addrefs 
from  the  aflembly  to  the  king,  including  along  with 
the  detail  of  their  own  mehmcholy  fituation,  itrong 
complaints  againfl  the  condud  of  the  Governor. 

A  detachment  of  marines,  with  an  armed  fhip  Seven 
and    fome   tranfports,    were   fent    to   Savannah   in  cargoes 
Georgia,   with   a  view,   as   it  would  feem  by  the  f^Q^g^^!* 
event,  of  obtaining  cargoes  of  rice  and  other  pro-  fionedly 
vifions,  whether  by  force  or  otherwife.    The  militia,  burnt  by 
however,  took  to  their  arms,   and  would  not  permit  ^^^  F' 
the  marines  to  land,   nor  the  fhips  to  hold  any  cor-  y^""^^^^' 
refpondence  with  the  fhore.     In  the  courfe  of  the    • 
debate  which  arofe  upon  this  occaiion,  fome  officers 
belonging  to  the  Colony  were  feized  and  detained 
on  board  the  fhips,  and  their  releafe  being  refufed 
with  a  high  hand,  and  other  circumftance.s  of  aggra- 
vation 


o- 
s 

or- 
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1776,  Tatlon  occurring  on  both  fides,  Ibme  batteries  \7ere 
^-'^vN^  fpeedily  erected  by  the  mihtia  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  and  an  engagement  with  can^n  and  fmall 
arms  took  place,  in  which  fome  blood  was  fpilt,  and 
feven  loaded  velfcls  belonging  to  the  Colony,  which 
the  commanders  of  the  King's  armed  velTels,  feem- 
ingly  by  collufion  with  the  Captains  or  owners,  had 
got  poiieifion  of,  and  whofe  cargoes  would  effectual- 
ly have  anfwered  their  purpofe,  were  defignedly 
burnt  in  the  confiitl:. 

In  this  ilate  of  things  on  our  fide,  the  provincials 
before  Bofton  were  well  covered  and  fupplied  in 
their  lines.  They  expected  with  the  moil:  earned 
folicitude  the  fetting  in  of  the  frofl,  which  ufually 
takes  place  there  about  Chrijflmas,  and  generally 
covers  the  harbour,  and  all  the  adjoining  rivers  and 
creeks,  with  a  furface  of  fohd  ice.  They  founded 
great  hopes  upon  this,  as  upon  a  moll  powerful 
auxiliary,  by  whofe  aid  they  did  not  only  extend 
their  views  to  the  recovery  of  the  town,  but  to  the 
feizure  or  deflrudion  of  the  fleet,  as  well  as  of  the 
land  forces. 

In  thefe  they  were  difappolnted.  The  winter 
w^as  uncommonly  mJld,  and  the  frofl  had  none  of 
the  elfci^s  they  expeded.  The  expedation,  how- 
ever, probably  influenced  their  operations,  and 
occafioned  their  continuing  more  quiet  than  they 
otherwife  would  have  done.  The  arrival  of  a  copy 
of  the  King's  fpeech,*  with  an  account  of  the  fate 

of 

King's  *   In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  at  the  opening  of  parlia- 

fpeech.  ment,  061.  26th,  1775,  After  accounting  for  this  early  meet- 
ing by  the  fituation  of  America,  heavy  complaints  were  made 
of  the  mifreprefentations  of  the  leaders  of  fedition  in  the  colo- 
nies, who  having  firft  infufcd  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  a 
fyilem  of  opinions  repugnant  to  their  true  conilitutional  iubor- 
-dination,  had  at  length  comm.enced  hollilities,  and  ufurped  the 
whole  po^vvcrs  of  government.  His  Majedy  then  entered  into 
the  difference  of  the  views  of  thofe  leaders,  and  of  thofe  of  the 


crown 
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of  the  petition  from  the  Continental  Congrefs,  is     1776. 

faid  to  have  excited  the  greateft  degree  of  rage    ^«-^>^"^ 

and  indignation  amongfl  them;  as  a  proof  of  \Yhich  Efreas  of 

the  former  was  pubUcly  burnt  in  the  camp ;  and  ^^!  ^^^' 

^._  *,.'  ^  ,  \  J  some 

they  are  faid  upon  this  occaiion  to   have  changed  fpecch. 

their  colours  from  a  plain  red  ground,  which  they 
had  hitherto  ufed,  to  a  flag  with  thirteen  (tripes,  as 
a  fymbol  of  the  number  and  union  of  the  Co- 
lonies. 

crown  and  parliament,  from  whence  the  former  derived  their 
prcfent  advantages.  The  view  of  the  latter  was  rather  to  un- 
deceive, than  punifh.  Therefore  only  fmall  forces  were  fent, 
and  propofitions  of  a  conciliatory  nature  accompanied  the 
meafures  taken  to  enforce  authority.  The  former,  whilil  they 
endeavoured  to  delude  with  fpecious  profeinons,  had  in  view 
nothing  but  the  eftablifning  of  an  independent  empire.  That 
the  confequences  of  the  fuccefs  of  each  plan  were  too  obvious. 
The  fpirit  of  the  Britifli  nation  was  too  high,  and  its  refources 
too  numerous,  to  fuffer  her  tamely  to  lofe  what  had  been  ac- 
quired w^ith  fo  great  toil,  nurfed  with  great  tendernefs,  and.pro- 
tefted  at  much  expence  of  blood  and  treafurc.  That  wifdom, 
and  in  the  end  clemency,  required  a  full  exertion  of  thefe  re- 
fources. That  the  navy  had  been  encreafed,  and  the  land 
forces  greatly  augmented.  Foreign  fuccours  (though  no 
Ueaty  vi-as  then  concluded)  were  held  out.  The  difpofition  of 
the  Hanover  troops  in  Mahon  and  Gibraltar  was  fpecified. 
In  the  end,  an  affurance  of  the  royal  mercy  was  given,  as  foon 
as  the  deluded  multitude  fhould  become  fenfible  of  their  error, 
and  to  prevent  the  inconveniencies  which  might  arife  from  the 
great  diilance  of  their  fituation,  and  to  remove  as  foon  as  polli- 
ble  the  calamities  which  they  fufier,  authority  would  be  given 
to  certain  perfons  upon  the  fpot,  to  grant  general  or  particular 
pardons  and  indemnities,  in  fuch  manner,  and  to  fuch  perfons, 
as  they  fhould  think  fit,  and  to  receive  the  fubmiffion  of  any 
province  or  colony  which  fhould  be  difpofed  to  return  to  its 
allegiance.  It  was  alfo  obferved,  that  it  might  be  proper  to 
authorife  fuch  commifTioners,  to  reilore  any  province  or  colony, 
returning  to  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  exercife  of  its  trade  and 
com.merce,  and  to  the  fa?ne  protection  and  fecurity  as  if  it  had 

never  revolted. At  the   conciufion  they  were  informed, 

that  from  affurances  received,  as  well  as  from  the  general  ap- 
pearances of  affairs  in  Europe,  there  was  no  apparent  proba- 
bility that  the  meafures  which  they  might  adopt,  >vauld  be  in- 
terrupted by  difputes  with  any  foreign  pcwer. 

P  p        '  'In 
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In  ,thc  mean  time  the  arrival  by  degrees  of  fevc- 
ral  of  thofe  fcattered  vefiels  which  had  failed  from 
thefe  kingdoms  with  provifions  and  necelfaries, 
alleviated  in  a  confiderable  degree  the  diflrelles  of 
the  forces  at  Bofton  ^  and  though  the  winter  was 
not^  fevere^  enough  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of 
their  enemies,  the  climate  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  ren- 
der both  parties  fond  of  their  quarters ;  to  check 
the  fpirit  of  enterprize,  and  to  prevent  the  efFufion 
of  blood  ;  fo  that  for  two  or  three  months,  an  unex- 
ampled quiet  prevailed  on  both  fides. 

An  ord-  During  this  flate  of  things,  the  American  cruizers 
nance  and  privateers,  though  yet  poor  and  contemptible, 
flnp  feiz-  being  for  the  greater  part  no  better  than  whale 
boats,  grew  daily  more  numerous,  and  fuccefsful 
againfl  the  tranfports  and  ftore  ihips  ;  and  among 
a  multitude  of  other  prizes,  had  the  fortune  of 
takmg  one,  which  gave  a  new  colour  to  their  mili- 
tary operations.  This  was  an  ordnance  fhip  from 
Woolwich,  which  had  unfortunately  feperated  from 
her  convoy,  and  being  herfelf  of  no  force,  was 
taken  without  defence  by  a  fmall  privateer.  This 
velfel  contained  belides  a  large  mortar  upon  a  new 
conftruclion,  feveral  pieces  of  fine  brafs  cannon,  a 
large  quantity  of  fmall  arms  and  ammunition,  with 
all  manner  of  tools,  utenfils,  and  machines,  necef- 
fary  for  camps  and  artillery,  in  the  greatefl  abun- 
dance. The  lofs  of  this  fhip  was  much  refented  in 
England,  and  occafioned  fome  very  fevere  animad- 
verfion  upon  the  Admiralty,  both  tvithin  doors  and 
without,  for  hazarding  a  cargo  of  fuch  value  and 
importance  in  a  defencelefs  veflel. 

The  tranquility  at  Bofton,  was  In  the  beginning 
of  March  unexpeftedly  broke  in  upon,  by  fome  fud- 
den  and  unexpefted  movements  on  the  lide  of  the 
provincials.     It  is  faid,  that  as  foon  as  the  Congrefs 

had 
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had  received  Intelligence  of  the  Prohibitory  Acl,*  ^77^' 
and  of  the  hiring  of  foreign  troops,  they  immedirite-  ^-^^^^^^ 
ly  difpatched  inltrudlions  to  Gen.  Walhington,  to-  ^^^'-^  ^^' 
tally  to  change  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  S^^  "^ 
and  to  bring  affairs  at  Boflon  to  the  fpeedieil  deci-  hearinn; 
fion  that  was  polTible,  in  order  that  the  army  might  of  the 
be  difengaged,  and  at  liberty  to  oppofe  the  new  Prohibl- 
danc^ers  with  which  thev  wxre  threatened.  ton-Bili 

^  '  and 

Foreign 

However  this  was,  a  battery  was  opened  near  troobs. 
the  water  fide,  at  a  place  called  Phipp*s  Farm,  on 

the 


-  *  On  the  20tli  of  Nov.  1775.  Lord  North  brought  into  P;.^/,//;/. 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  famous  Prohibitory  Bill-  '^^^^  ,tur\  Bill 
Bill  abfolutely  intcrdicls  all  trade  and  intercourfe  with  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonies.  All  properties  of  Americans  whether 
of  fliips  or  goods,  on  the  high-feas  or  in  the  harbour,  arc  de- 
clared forfeited  to  the  captors  ;  being  the  officers  and  crews  of 
his  majefty's  Ihips  of  war  ;  and  fcverai  claufes  of  the  bill  were  . 
inferted  to  facilitate  and  to  lefien  the  expence  of  the  condem- 
nation of  prizes,  and  the  recovery  of  prize-money.  This  bill, 
befides  its  primary  objeft,  repealed  the  Boilon  port,  with  the 
Fifhery,  and  Rellraining  AAs,  their  provifions  in  fome  inftan- 
res  being  deemed  infufiicicnt  in  the  prefent  llate  of  warfare, 
and  their  operation  in  others,  being  liable  to  interfere  with  that 
of  the  intended  law.  It  alfo  enabled  the  crown  to  appoint  com- 
miffioners,  who  befides  the  power  of  fimply  granting  pardons 
to  individuals,  were  authorized  to  enquire  into  general  and  par- 
ticular grievances,  and  empowered  to  determine,  whether  any 
part,  or  the  whole  of  a  colony,  were  returned  to  that  ftate  of 
obedience,  which  might  entitle  them  to  be  received  within  the 
king's  peace  and  prote<^ion,  in  which  cafe,  upon  a  declaration 
from  the  commiffioners,  the  reftriclions  in  the  prefent  bill  were 
to  ceafe  in  their  favour. 

Treaties  lately  entered  into  between  his  Majeily,  the  Land-  Poreion 
grave  of  Heffe-CaiTel,  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  the  liere-  treaties. 
ditary  Prince  of  Hefle-CaiFel,  for  the  hiring  of  different  bodies 
of  their  troops  for  the  American  fervice,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  about  17300  men.  The  conditions  of  thefe  treaiies 
were.  That  the  troops  were  to  enter  into  pay  before  they  began 
to  march  ;  that  the  levy-money  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of 
near  7I.  los.  per  man;  that  thofe  princes  were  alfo  to  be  fub- 
fidized,  and  that  a  double  fubfidy  is  in  one  inftance  to  be  con- 
tinued for  two   years,  and  for  orle  year  in  another,    after  the 

troop3 
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17^6.    the  night  of  the  2d  of  March,  from  whence  a  fevere 
^--^"v^-^    cannonade  and  bombardment  was  carried  on  againft 
New         the   town,    and    repeated    on  the  enfuing  nights, 
batteries    WhiUl  the  attention  of  the .  army  was  occupied  by- 
opened,     ti^e  firing  of  houfes  and  other  mifchiefs  incident  to 
this  new  attack,  they  beheld  with  inexpreffible  fur- 
prize,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  fome  confide- 
rable  works  appear  on  the  other  fide  of  the  town, 
upon  the  heights  of  Dorcheiler  Point,  which  had 
been  ereded  in  the  preceding   night,   and   from 
whence  a  24  pound  and  a  bomb  battery,  were  foon 
after  opened.     Some  of  our  officers  have  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  expedition  with  which  thefe  works- 
were  thrown  up,  with  their  fudden  and  unexpected 
appearance,  recalled  to  their  minds  thole  wonder- 
ful (lories  of  enchantment  and  invifible  agency, 
which  are  fo  frequent  in  the  Eaflern  Romances. 

The 


troops  have  returned  to  their  rcfpeftive  countries  ;  and  that 
they  (the  IlefFian  troops)  fhould  be  under  no  controul  of  either 
King  or  parliament  ;  for  the  exprefs  words  of  the  treaty  are, 
*<  that  l/:ey  fliall  remain  under  the  command  of  their  genera], 
*<  to  whom  Kis  Moll  Serene  Highnefs  has  entrufled  the  fame." 

The  debates  en  thefe  affairs  were  long  and  animated 

in  both  houfes,  particularly  with  the  Lords,  where  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  moved  for  an  addrefs,  of  a  confiderable  length,  to 
his  Majeily,  in  which,  (befides  feveral  pointed  obfervations  re- 
lative to  the  treaties  at  large)  he  took  a  full  and  comprehenfive 
view  of  American  affairs  in  general,  and  demonftralively  fliewed 
from  various  laborious  and  accurate  calculations,  that  the  ufe  of 
17,300  m.ercenaries  for  the  prefent  year,  would  not,  taking  in 
all  contingencies,  cod  the  nation  lefe  than  one  million  and  an 
half  fter.  an  expence,  he  maintained,  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the 
hiflory  of  mankind,  for  the  fervice  of  an  equal  number  of  men  ; 
therefore  moved  that  his  Majeily  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  countermand  the  march  of  the  troops  of  Heffe,  Hanau,  and 
Erunfwick  ;  and  likewife  give  direftions  for  an  immiCdiate  fuf- 
peniion  of  hoftilities  in  America,  in  order  to  lay  a  foundation 
for  a  happy  and  permanent  reconciliation  between  the  divided 
parts  of  this  dillraftcd  empire.  This  motion  was,  however, 
reje£led  by  the  ufual  majority,  of  about  looto  32,  including 
proxies,  but  was  attended  with  an  unufual  proteft,  reciting  the 
V:vn\9  of  tile  addrefs  at  large. 
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The  fituation  of  the  army  was  now  very  critical.  1776. 
The  new  works,  along  with  thofe  others  which  it  ^•^'^n^ 
was  evident  would  now  be  fpeedily  conftrufted  on 
fome  of  the  neighbouring  hills,  would^  command  the 
town,  a  Gonfiderablc  part  of  the  harbour,  of  the 
beach,  from  whence  an  embarkation  muft  take 
place  in  the  event  of  a  retreat,  and-  rendered  the 
communication  between  the  troops  in  the  works 
at  Bofton  Neck,  and  the  main  body,  difficult  and 
dangerous. 

In  thefe  circumxflances  no  alternative  remained, 
but  to  abandon  the  town,  or  dillodge  the  enemy 
and  deftroy  the  new  works.  General  Howe,  with 
his  ufual  fpirit  and  refolution,  adopted  the  latter, 
and  took  the  necefiary  meafures  for  the  embarka- 
tion of  that  very  evening  of  five  regiments,  with 
the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  upon  a  fervice, 
which  the  whole  army  muft  of  courfe  been  ulti- 
mately engaged  in.  This  defign  was  fruftrated  by 
the  intervention  of  a  dreadful  florm  at  night,  which 
rendered  the  embarkation  impracticable,  and  there- 
by probably  prevented  the  lofs  of  a  great  number 
of  brave  men,  if  not  of  the  whole  army. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  with 
a  high  fenfe  of  the  Britilh  military  honour,  as  well 
as  of  his  own,  the  General  fhould  hazard  much, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  the  indignity  of  abandoning 
the  town.  He  commanded  a  force,  which  he  knew 
had  been  confidered  and  reprefented  here,  as  fuffi- 
cient  to  look  down  all  oppofition  in  America  ;  and 
which,  in  reality,  with  refped  to  the  number  of  regi- 
ments, if  not  of  men,  the  excellency  of  the  troops, 
and  charader  of  the  officers,  and  the  powerful  artil- 
lery which  they  poiTefled,  would  have  been  deemed 
reipedable  in  any  country,  and  dangerous  by  any 
enemy.  With  fuch  troops  to  give  up  that  town 
which  had  been  the  original  caufe  of  the  war  j  and 
the  conflant  object  of  contention  fmce  its  com- 
mencement. 
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1776.  mencement,  to  a  raw  and  defpifed  militia,  feemed 
cxclufive  of  all  other  ill  confequences,  a  difgrace  not 
to  be  borne.  But  thefe  brave  men  had,  by  a  variety 
of  events,  and  perhaps  it  will  be  thought,  through 
original  error  and  mifcondud:  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  war,  been  reduced  to  fuch  circumltances, 
■  and  hedged  in,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  means 
were  left  for  an  exertion  of  their  force  and  courage^ 
that  were  not  fubjed  to  the  greatefl  danger  without 
affording  a  profped  of  fuccefs. 

Fortune  prevented  this  perilous  trial  in  the  firll: 
inftance.  On  the  day  that  fucceeded  the  temped, 
the  defign  was  reaflumed,  but  upon  a  nearer  infpec- 
tion  it  was  difcovered,  that  a  new  work  had  been 
thrown  up,  which  was  ftronger  than  any  of  the  former, 
and  that  the  whole  were  now  fo  completely  fortified, 
that  all  hope  of  forcing  them  was  at  an  end.  It 
became  clear  alfo  that  Boflon  was  not  a  fituation 
very  happily  chofen  for  the  improvement  of  any 
advantage  which  might  be  obtained  towards  the 
redudion  of  the  Colonies. 

Nothing  now  remained  but  to  abandon  the  town, 
and  to  convey  the  troops,  artillery,  and  (lores,  on 
board  the  fliips.  Nor  was  this  lait  refort  free  froiu 
difficulty  and  danger.  The  enemy,  however,  con- 
tinued quiet  in  their  works,  and  made  not  the  fmal- 
left  attempt  to  obflrud  the  embarkation,  or  even 
to  moled  the  rear,  it  is  faid,  and,  though  it  was  pofi- 
tively  denied  by  the  miniders  in  both  houfes,  feems 
to  be  generally  believed,  that  fome  kind  of  conven- 
tion or  agreement,  whether  verbal,  or  only  under- 
dood  by  fecondary  means,  was  edabhdied  between 
the  Commanders  in  Chief  on  each  fide,  and  that 
the  abdaining  from  hodility  on  the  one,  was  the 
condition  of  faving  the  town  on  the  other.  In 
proof  of  this  it  is  affirmed,  that  combudibles  were 
ready  laid  for  firing  the  town,  and  that  the  feled 

men 
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men  were  permitted  to  go  out,  and  to  hold  a  con-    1776. 
ference  with  General  Walhington  upon  the  fubjed.   ^^^^^<^^ 

Notwithllanding  this  fecurity,  the  embarkation 
could  not  be  regulated  in  fuch  a  manner,  though 
ten  days  were  fpent  iu  carrying  it  into  execution, 
as  to  prevent  Ibme  degree  of  precipitation,  diforder, 
and  lofs.  It  refembled  more  the  emigration  of  a 
nation,  than  the  breaking  up  of  a  camp.  Fifteen 
.hundred  of  the  inhabitants,  whofe  attachment  to 
the  royal  caufe  had  rendered  them  obnoxious  to 
their  countrymen,  incumbered  the  tranfports  with 
their  families  and  effecLS.  The  Officers  had  laid  out 
their  money  in  furniture,  and  fuch  other  conve- 
niencies  as  were  necelTary  to  render  their  fituation 
tolerable ;  no  purchafers  could  be  procured  for 
thefe  eftecls ;  and  it  would  have  been  cruelty  in  the 
extreme  to  many  of  them,  to  have  been  under  a 
ncceflity  of  leaving  their  whole  fubftance  behind. 
The  foldiers  were  embarraiTed  by  their  continual 
duty,  and  all  carriages  aild  labour  that  could  be 
procured,  in  the  town,  were  of  courfe  monopolized 
by  the  emigrant  inhabitants.  Every  perfon  had 
fome  private  concern,  which  was  fufficisnt  to  occupy 
his  time  and  thoughts.  The  fick,  wounded,  wo- 
men, and  children,  called  for  every  care  and  atten- 
tion, and  of  courfe  increafed  the  embarrafl'ment  and 
diftrefs.  It  w^ill  not  be  difficult  to  fuppofe  fome 
part  of  the  confufion  incident  to  fuch  circumftances. 

The  General's  fituation  was  truly  pitiable.     But  Embark- 
he  bore  it  with  great  fortitude  ;  and  conduclied  the^^^^^^^* 
whole  with   admirable  temper.     Some  difcontents 
appeared,  which  were  to  be  endured  and  allayed. 
Scarcity  of  provifions,  and  ill  fuccefs,  always  bred 
dilcontent  in  camps.     This  was  in  fome  meafure     - 
the  cafe  at  prefent.     The  General  having  received 
no  advices  from  England  fmce  the  preceding  month 
of  Oclober,  they  confidered  themfelves  in  a  great 
-meafure  as  abandoned,   and  left  to  extricate  them- 
felves 
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1776.  felves  as  they  might  out  of  the  unfortunate  fituation 
<y^rsu  in  which  they  had  been  involved.  Difcontents  are 
exceedingly  fruitful ;  one  generating  a  number  of 
others  in  a  very  fmall  period  of  time.  Mutual  jea- 
louiies  prevailed  between  the  army  and  navy;  each 
attributing  to  the  other,  tt|g  caufe  of  fome  part  of 
that  uneafmefs  which  itfeif  felt.  The  intended 
voyage  to  Halifax,  was  fiibjed  to  circumftances  of 
a  very  alarming  nature.  The  coaft,  at  all  times 
dangerous,  was  dreadfully  fo  at  this  tempeftuous 
cquhiodial  feafon,  and  the  multitude  af  fliips,  which 
amounted  to  about  150,  increafed  the  difficulty  and 
apprehenfion.  As  the  high  north-eaft  winds  now 
prevailed,  they  were  alfo  liable  to  be  blown  off  to 
the  Weil  Indies,  without  a  flock  of  provifions  in 
any  degree  fufficient  to  fubfift  them  in  fuch  a  pafTage. 
And,  to  render  matters  ftill  more  irkfome,  they 
were  going  to  a  ilerile  miferable  country,  which 
was  incapable  of  affording  thofe  reliefs  which  they 
fo  much  wanted.  It  could  not  pafs  the  obferva- 
tion,  and  was  highly  vexatious  to  the  military,  that 
all  this  dangerous  voyage,  if  compleated,  was  di- 
rectly fo  much  out  of  their  way.  They  were  going 
to  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Continent,  when 
their  bufmefs  lay  in  the  fouthern,  or  at  leaft  about 
the  center. 

Mar.  17.        The  neceiHty  of  the  fituation  left  no  choice  of 

C  IV  /]    "^^^^^^s,  and  regret  was  ufelefs.     As  the  rear  em- 

inptontv^.  barked,    General  Walhington    marched   into  the 

ters  Bof-   town  with  Drums  beating,  colours  flying,  and  in 

to?u  all  the  triumph  of  vidory.    He  was  received  by  the 

remaining  inhabitants,   and  acknowledged  by  the 

refugees,  who  now  recovered  their  ancient  polTef- 

fions,  with  every  mark  of  refpecl  and  gratitude,  that 

could  poffibly  be  ihewn  to  a  deliverer.     The  aifem- 

bly  of  the  province  were  no  lefs  zealous  in  their 

public  acknowledgments.     His  anfwer  was  proper, 

moderate  and  becoming  his  fituation.     The  king's 

forces  were  under  the  neceffity  of  leaving  a  confide- 

rable 
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rable  quantity  of  artillery  and  fome  floras  behind.  1776. 
The  cannon  upon  Bunker's  Hill,  and  at  Bofton  *<.>^v>-/ 
Neck,  could  not  be  carried  off.  Attempts  were 
made  to  render  them  unferviceable  ;  but  the  hurry 
which  then  prevailed,  prevented  their  having  any 
great  efFed.  Some  mortars  and  pieces  of  cannon 
which  were  thrown  into  the  water,  were  afterwards 
weighed  up  by  the  town's  people. 

Thus  was  the  long  con|pfted  town  of  Bofton  at  q  ^^^^ 
length  given  up,  the  colon^of  MaiTachufett's  Bay,  departs 
for  the  prefent  freed  from  war,  and  left  at  liberty^  with  the 
adopt  every  meafure  which  could  tend  to  its  futur^^"^y  ^^ 
llrength  and  fecurity.     It  was  above  a  week  before  -"^^^^^ 
the  weather  permitted  the  fleet  to  get  entirely  clear 
of  the  harbour   and   road ;    but   they  had   ample 
amends   made  them  in  the  paiTage,  the  voyage   to 
Halifax  being  fhorter  and  happier  than  could  be  hoped 
for.    Several  fliips  of  war  were  left  behind  to  protect 
the  veffels  which  fhould   arrive  from  England  ;  in 
which,  however,  they  were  not  perfe(^tly  fuccefsful, 
the  great  extent  of  the  Bay,  with   its   numerous 
iflands  and  creeks,   and  the  number  of  fmall  ports 
that  furrounded  it,  affording  fuch  opportunities  to 
the  provincial  armed  boats,  and  feveral  privateers, 
that  they  took  a  number  of  thefe  fhips,  which  were 
flill  in  ign(*ance  that  the  town  had  changed  maflers. 

As  feveral  movements  made  by  the  enemy,  and  portifica- 
particularly  their  taking  flations  on  the  neighbour-  tions  of 
ing  iflands,  indicated  a  defign  of  attacking  Caftle  Caftle- 
William,  the  pofTefTion  of  which  would  be  the  means  William 
of  locking  up  the  (hips  of  war  in  the  harbour,  and  °^ow"*P' 
of  rendering  all  future  attempts  upon  the  town  by 
fea  imprafticable.  General  Howe  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  blow  up  and  demolifh  the  fortifications  on 
that  ifland  before  his  departure. 

General  Wafhington  was  now  in  pofTefTion  of  the 
capital  of  MafTachufett's  Bay  j   but  bemg  ignorant 

Q^q  of 
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of  the  deflination  of  the  fleet,  and  apprehenfive  of 
an  attempt  upon  New-York,  he  detached  feveral 
regiments  for  the  protection  of  that  city,  on  the 
very  day  upon  which  he  took  pofleffion  of  Bofton. 
The  royal  army  were  not  however  at  that  time  in 
circumflances  that  admitted  of  their  undertaking 
any  expedition.  They  did  not  exceed,  it  is  faid, 
nine  thoufand  healthy  and  effective  men,  and  were 
in  other  rejpects  by  no  means  fufficiently  provided. 

The  eftates  and  efFecls  of  thofe  emigrants  who 
had  accompanied  General  Howe  to  Halifax,  were 
ordere.d  to  be  fold,  and  the  produce  applied  to  the 
public  fervice.  Some  who  ventured  to  ilay  behind, 
though  they  knew  themfelves  to  be  obnoxious  to 
the  prefent  government,  were  brought  to  trial  as 
public  enemies,  and  betrayers  of  their  country  ;  and 
the  eflates  of  fuch  as  were  found  guilty  were  con- 
fifcated  in  the  fame  manner.  But  nothing  occupied 
fo  much  at  prefent  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Bofton, 
or  had  fo  much  attention  paid  to  it  by  the  province 
in  general,  as  the  putting  of  that  town  in  fuch  a  ft  ate 
of  defence,  as  might  prevent  a  repetition  of  thofe 
evils  which  it  had  lately  undergone.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  greateft  diligence  was  ufed  in  fortifying 
the  tov/n  and  harbour  ;  fome  foreign  engineers 
were  procured  to  fuperintend  the  works,  and  every 
inhabitant  dedicated  two  days  in  the  week  to  their 
conftruclion.  Great  doubts  may,  however,  be 
entertained,  whether  Bofton  can  be  rendered  tena- 
ble againft  an  army,  though  thefe  works  jnay  pre- 
ferve  it  from  infult. 

Skge  of  During  thefe  tranfa6lions  at  Bofton,  the  Blockade 
Quebec  of  Quebec,  was  continued  under  great  difficulties 
by  Arnold..  Reinforcements  arrived  flowly,  and 
the  Canadians,  who  are  not  by  any  means  remark- 
able for  conftancy,  were  diiheartened  and  wavering. 
It  feems,  as  if  the  Congrcfs  was  unequal  in  condud:, 
as  well  as  reiburces,  to  the  management  of  fo  many 

ope- 
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operations  at  the  fame  time.  The  fuccours  that  1776. 
were  fent,  fufFered  incredible  hardfhips  in  their  ^^>^v>^ 
march ;  which  they  endured  with  that  fortitude 
which  had  hitherto  diftinguiflied  the  Provincials  in 
this  war.  On  the  other  hand,  General  Carleton 
guarded,  with  his  ufual  vigilance  againfl  every 
effort  of  fraud,  force,  and  furprize ;  but  as  all  fup- 
plies  were  cut  off  from  the  country,  the  inhabitants 
and  garrifon  experienced  many  diftreffes. 

As  the  feafon  approached,  in  which  fupplies  from  Fruitlefs 
England  were  inevitable,  the  Americans  grew  more  attempts 
active  in  their  operations.     They  again   renewed  ^?  ^^^  ^^^^ 
the  fiege,  and  ereded  batteries,  and  made  feveral  r'?^  °" 
attempts  by  fire  Ihips,  and  otherwife,  to  burn  the 
veffels  in  the  harbour.     They  failed  in  thefe  at- 
tempts, though  fome  of  them  were  very  boldly  con- 
ducted ;  and  their  troops  were  at  one  time  drawn 
up,  and  fcaling  ladders,  with  every  other  prepara- 
tion, in  readinefs   for  ftorming  the  town,   during 
the  confufion  which  they  expected  the  fire  would 
have  produced.     Though  they  had  not  all  the  fuc- 
ccfs  they  wiflied,  they  however  burnt  a  great  part 
of  the  fuburbs,   and  the   remaining  houfes  being 
pulled  down  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the  confla- 
gration, afforded  a  moll  feafonable  relief  of  fuel  to 
the  town,  which  had  for  fome  time  been  exceed- 
ingly diitreffed  through  the  want  of  that  neceffary. 
During  this   ftate  of  things,   a  party  of  Canadians  Mar.  25. 
which  had  been  embodied  by  Mr.  Beaujeu,  with  a 
defign  of  rafiing  the  fiege,  were  encountered  on 
their  march,  and  eafily  difperfed  by  a  detachment 
of  the  rebels. 

This  fmall  fuccefs  was  not  long  fufEcient  to  fup- 
port  the  fpirits  of  the  Provincials.  Having  failed  in 
all  their  attempts  with  fliells,  firefnips,  and  red  hot 
bails,  to  caufe  a  conflagration  in  the  city,  their  hope 
of  taking  it  by  ftorm  ceafed,  whilfl  that  of  fucceed- 
ing  by  a  regular  fiege  was  daily  leffened  j  indeed 

their  . 
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1776.    their  artillery  was  far  from  being  equal  to  any  great 
^y"^^^   fervice.     Although  confiderable  reinforcements  ar- 
rived in  the  remote  parts  of  the  Province,  the  various 
impediments  of  bad  roads,  bad  weather,   and  the 
want  of  neceflaries  fuitable  to  the  fervice,  prevented 
their  being  able  to  join  them.     In  the  flate  of  de- 
SmaUpo)i  fpondency  confequent  of  thefe  circumflances,  that 
break  out  fcourge  and  terror  of  the  weflern  Continent  and  of 
'"  ^  ^  ._  its  numerous  nations,  the  fmall  pox  broke  out,  and 
al  camp,    ^n^ide  its  ufual  cruel  ravages  amongft  them.     Nor 
was  the  immediate  effed  with  refpedl  to  life  or 
health  the  worfl  confequence  of  the  calamity  ;  for 
that   diforder  being    confidered  as  the  American 
plague,  and  regarded  with  all  the  horror  incident  to 
that  name,  the  dread  of  infeftion  broke  in  upon 
every  other  confideration,  and  rendered  it  difficult, 
if  not  impradicable,  to  fuftain  difciphne,  or  pre- 
ferve  order. 

In  this  fituation,  the  Provincial  accounts  inform 
us,  that  they  intended  to  raife  the  fiege  before  the 
arrival  of  the  fuccours  from  England,   and  that 
General  Woofler,  who  at  that  time  held  the  com- 
mand, with  fome  other  of  the  principal  officers,  had 
already  gone  to  Montreal  to  make  fome  prepara- 
tions neceffary  for  the  facilitating  of  that  purpofe. 
II  fuch  a  defign  was  formed,  it  was  prevented  from 
being  carried  fuccefsfully  into  execution,  by  the  zeal 
Arrival     and  activity  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  Ifis 
of  the  ifis  jTQj^n  of  war,  and  of  two  frigates  which  were  the 
^Ir.  ,1m,   fij^ft  that  had  failed  from  Eng-land  with  fuccours, 

\var  w  itn.  ii»i  -i,  ■■ 

land  and    ^^^  ^ho  With  great  labour,  conduct,  and  refolution, 
marine      having  forced  their  way  through  the  ice,  arrived  at 
forces.       Quebec  before  the  paflkge  was  deemed  pradicable. 
The  unexpeded  fight  of  the  fhips,  threw  the  be- 
fiegers  into  the  greateft  confiiernation,  which  was 
•    not  leffcned  by  the  immediate  effisd,  of  their  cut- 
ting off  all  communication  between  their  forces  on 
the  different  fides  of  the  river. 

General 
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General  Carleton,  was  too  well  verfed  in  military    1776. 
affairs  to  lofe  any  time  in  feizing  the  advantages    ^-^^v^^ 
which  the  prefent  fituation  afforded.     A  fmall  de- 
tachment of  land  forces  which  arrived  in  the  fhips 
of  war,  together  with  their  marines,  being  landed 
with  the  utmoil  expedition,  and  joined  to  the  garri- 
fon,  the  Governor  immediately  marched  out  at  their  May  6th. 
head  to  attack  the  rebel  camp.     There  he  found  pj.QYjnj,j_ 
every  thing  in  the  utmofl  confufion  ;  they  had  not  ^is  before 
even  covered  themfelves  with  an  entrenchment,  and  Quebec 
having  already  begun  a  retreat,  upon  the  appear-  put  to 
ance  of  our  troops,  they  fled  on  all  fides,  abandon-  ^^S"^- 
ing  their  artillery,  military  ftores,  fcaling  ladders, 
and  other  matters  of  incumbrance.     The  flight  was 
fo  precipitate  as  fcarcely  to  admit  of  any  execution ; 
nor  were  the  King's  forces  in  any  condition  for  a 
purfuit,   if  prudence  could  even  have  juflified  the 
meafure.     Some   of    the   fick    became   prifoners. 
During  this   tranfadion,  our  fmaller  fhips  of  war 
made  their  way  up  the  river  with  fuch  expedition 
and  fuccefs,  that  they  took  feveral  fmall  velTels  be- 
longing to  the  enemy,  and  retook  the  Gafpee  floop 
of  war,  which  they  had  feized  in  the  beginning  of 
the  preceding  winter. 

Thus  was  the  mixed  fiege  and  blockade  of 
Quebec  raifed,  after  a  continuance  of  about  five 
months.  And  thus  was  Canada  preferved  by  a 
fortitude  and  conflancy,  which  mufl  ever  be  re- 
membered with  honour  to  the  Governor  and  garri- 
fon.  From  this  time  the  Provincials  and  all  their 
followers  experienced  a  continual  feries  of  loffes 
and  misfortunes,  in  that  province.  A  number 
of  their  fick  and  wounded  lay  fcattered  about  and 
hid  in  the  neighbouring  woods  and  villages,  where 
they  were  in  the  greatefl  danger  of  periffiing  under 
the  complicated  prefiure  of  want,  fear,  and  difeafe.  ^ 
To  prevent  this  melancholy  confequence.    General 

Carleton 
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1776.  Carleton  iffued  a  proclamation  *  for  their  relief? 
which  truly  hofpitable  ad  alone,  (diflind  from  al^ 
his  military  atchievements)  gives  him  defervedly 
the  name  of  a  generous,  as  well  as  great  com- 
mander. 


V^/^y-N^ 


Additi-         Towards  the  end  of  May,  feveral  regiments  from 
onal  Ireland,   one  from  England,   another  from  General 

forces  Howe,  together  with  the  Brunfwick  troops,  arrived 
Quebec,  ^^^cceflively  in  Canada  ;  fo  that  the  whole  force  in 
that  Province,  when  compleated  was  eflimated  to 
about  13,000  men.  The  general  rendezvouz  was 
at  Three  Rivers,  which  lies  half  way  between  Que- 
bec and  Montreal ;  and  at  the  computed  diflance 
of  about  ninety  miles  from  each.  This  place  hes 
on  the  north  fide  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  takes  its 
name  from  the  vicinity  of  one  of  the  branches 
of  a  large  river,  whofe  waters  are  difcharged  thro' 
three  mouths,  into  that  great  refervoir. 

The 

^  Proclamation  ^.by~G,   Carleton  for   the  relief  of  the  fugitive 
Provincials^    after  they  had  been  driven  from  before  ^lebec, 

Procla-  WHEREAS    I  am  informed,   that   many  of  his  Majelly*s 

maticn  deluded  fubj efts,  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  labouring  un- 
fcr  their  der  wounds  and  divers  diforders,  are  difperfcd  in  the  adjacent 
relief  woods  and  pari  flies,    and  in  great  danger  of  perifhing  for  want 

of  proper  aliillance  ;  all  captains  and  other  officers  of  militia  are 
hereby  commanded  to  make  diligent  learch  for  all  fuch  diftreffed 
perfons,  and  afford  them  all  neceffary  relief,  and  convey  them 
to  the  j;jeneral  hofpital,  where  proper  care  fliall  be^taken  of 
them ;  all  reafonable  expences  which  npiay  be  incurred  in  com- 
plying with  this  order  (hall  be  repaid  by  the  Receiver  General. 

And,  left  a  confcioufnefs  of  paft  offences  fhould  deter  fuch 
miferable  wretches  from  receiving  that  affiflance  which  their 
diflreffed  fituation  may  require,  I  hereby  make  known  to  them, 
that  as  foon  as  their  health,  is  reftored,  they  fhall  have  free  liber- 
ty to  return  to  their  refpe6live  provinces. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  of  arms,  at  the  Caflle  of  St. 
Lewis,  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  this  loth  day  of  May,  1776. 

GUY  CARLETON. 
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The  Provincials  continued  their  retreat  till  they  1776. 
arrived  in  the  borders  of  the  river  Sorel,  which  \..r>r>sj 
falls  into  the  St.  Lawrence  at  the  diflance  of  about 
140  miles  from  Quebec,  where  they  joined  fome 
of  thofe  reinforcements  that  had  not  been  able  to 
proceed  farther  to  their  afTiftance  -,  but  the  whole 
were  now  funk  in  fpirit,  and,  debilitated  in  ad.  To 
complete  their  misfortunes,  the  fmall-poxhad  fpread 
through  all  their  quarters. 

Thefe  difcouraglng  circumftances  were  not  fuffi-  p^,^  .^  .^ 
cient     to  damp    the  fpirit   of    enterprize  in  their  ^jg  repul- 
leaders.       A  very  daring,  and  not  ill-laid    plan,  fed  at  the 
was   formed    for  the    furprize   of  the  kings  forces  Three 
at  the  Three  Rivers  ;  which,  if  it  had  been  attend-  Ri^^^^s* 
ed  with  ail  the  fuccefs  it  was  capable  of,  might  have 
been  ranked  among  the  moft  confiderable  military 
atchievements  of  that  nature. 

The  Britifh  and  Brunfwick  forces  were  at  this 
time  much  feparated.  A  confiderable  body  were 
flationed  at  the  Three  Rivers  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Frazer.  Another  under  that 
of  Brigadier  General  Nefbit,  lay  near  them  on 
board  the  tranfport.  A  greater  than  either  along 
with  the  Generals  Carleton,  Burgoyne,  Philips  and 
the  German  General,  Reidefel,  wxre  in  feveral 
divifions  by  land  and  water,  on  the  way  to  Quebec. 
The  diflance  from  Sorel  was  about  fifty  miles,  and 
feveral  armed  veiTels,  and  tranfports  full  of  troops, 
which  had  got  higher  up  than  Three  Rivers,  lay  full 
in  the  way. 

In  the  face  of  all  thofe  difficulties,  a  body  of  about 
2000  men,  under  the  command  of  a  Major  General 
Thompfon,  embarked  at  Sorel  in  fifty  boats,  and 
coafling  the  fouth  fide  of  what  is  called  the  Lake  of 
St.  Peter,  where  the  St.  Lawrence  fpreads  to  a  great 
extent,  arrived  at  Nicolet,  from  whence  they  fell 
down  the  river  by  night,  and  palTed  to  the  other  fide, 

with 
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1776.  with  an  intention  of  furprifing  the  forces  under 
K/->r\J  General  Frazer.  Three  Rivers  is  rather  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  long  village,  than  a  regular  town  5  and 
the  defign  was,  that  it  fhould  be  attacked  a  little 
before  break  of  day,  and  at  the  fame  inflant,  by  a 
ftrong  detachment  from  each  end,  while  two  fmaller 
were  drawn  up  in  readinels  to  cover  or  fupport 
them.  If  the  fuccefs  ihould  have  proved  complete, 
the  defign  was  extended  to  the  deftrudion  of  all 
thofe  veilels  which  lay  near  the  fhore. 

The  concurrent  circumftances  neceifary  to  give 
effect  to  this  defign, were  too  numerous,  to  afford 
any  ftrong  confidence  of  fuccefs.     It  was  one  of 
thofe  bold  undertakings  which  might  have  been 
productive  of  great  advantage  ;  but  which  was  of 
too  perilous  a  nature  for  any  thing  lefs  than  the 
moft  defperate  fituation  of  affairs  to  juftify.     They 
miffed  their  time  by  about  an  hour,  which,  though 
they  paffed  the  armed  ffiips  without  obfervation, 
occafioned  their  being  difcovered,  and  the  alarm 
given  at  their  landing.     They  afterwards  got  into 
bad  grounds,  and  were  involved  into  many  other 
difficulties,   which  threw  them  into  diforder  and 
June  8th.  confufion.    In  this  ftate  they  found  General  Frazer's 
corps  in  preparation  to  receive  them,  having  landed 
feveral  light  fix  pounders,  which  were  played  upon 
them  with  great  effcd.     While  they  were  thus  en- 
gaged in  front,  Brigadier  Nefbit,  whofe  tranfports 
lay  higher  up  the  river,  landed  his  forces  full  in 
their  way  back. 

Nothing  was  left  but  a  retreat,  the  accomplilli- 
ment  of  which  was  more  to  be  wiffied  for  than 
hoped.  Nefbit's  corps  kept  the  river  fide  to  pre- 
vent their  efcape  to  the  boats,  while  Frazer's,  in 
purfuit,  galled  them  feverely  with  their  light  artil- 
lery. Between  both,  they  were  driven  fome  miles 
through  a  deep  fwamp,  which  they  traverfed  with 
inconceivable  toil,  expofed  to  conftant  danger,  and 

enduring 


Ghap.  XI.        Civil  War  in  AMERICA.  [305 

enduring  every  degree  of    diftrefs.      The   Britifh    1776. 
troops  at  length  grew  tired  of  the  purfuit,  and  the   V-^v^-' 
woods  afforded  them  a  wiihed-for  fhelter.     The  firft 
and   fecond  in   command,  with  about  200  others, 
were   taken  prifoners.     It  will  be  eafily  conceived 
that  our  lofs  was  trifling. 

This  was  the  laft  appearance  of  vigour  fhewed 
by  the  Provincials  in  Canada.  The  whole  army- 
having  joined  at  Three  Rivers,  pulhed  forwards  by 14 

land  and  water  with  great  expedition.  When  the 
fleet  arrived    at  Sorel,  they  jfound  the  enemy  had  ^ 

abandoned  that  place  fome  hours  before,  difmantled 
the  batteries  which  they  ,had  erected  to  defend 
the  entrance  into  that  river,  and  had  carried  of  their 
artillery  and  ftores.  A  ftrong  column  was  here 
landed  under  the  command  of  General  Burgoyne, 
with  orders  to  advance  along  the  Sorel  to  St.  John's 
whilft  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  and  army  failed  up 
the  river  to  Longueil,  the  place  of  paflage  from  the 
ifland  of  Montreal  to  La  Prairie  on  the  Continent. 

Here .  they  difcovered  that  the  Provincials 

had  abandoned  the  city  and  ifland  of  Montreal  on  ^  ;. 
the  preceding  evening,  and  that  if  the  wind  had 
been  favourable,  they  might  have  met  at  this  place. 
The  army  was  immediately  landed  on  the  Continent, 
and  marching  by  La  Prairie,  croflfed  the  Peninfula 
formed  by  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Sorel  in  order 
to  join  General  Burgoyne  at  St  John's,  where  they 
expeded  a  fliand,  and  a  flirong  refifliance  would  have 
been  made. 

That  General  purfued  his  march  along  the  Sorel  • 
without  intermiffion  ;  but  with  that  caution  necef- 
fary  in  a  country  not  wholly  cleared  of  the  enemy, 
and   where  their  laft  and    mofl    defpcrate  efforts 
w^ere  to  be  expecled.     He  arrived  at  St.  John's  on  Sujohi^f 
the  evening  of  the  i8th,  where  he  found  the  build-      and 
ings   in  flames,   and  nearly  every  thing   defliroyed 
that  could  not  be  carried  off-'.    The  Proviadais  aded  <^^^f  ^^^^ 

K  r  an 
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1776.  in  the  fame  manner  at  Chamblee,  and  burned  fuch 
vefTeis  as  they  were  not  able  to  drag  up  the  rapids 
in  their  way  to  Lake  Champlain,  where  they  imme- 
diately embarked  for  Crown  Point. — Though  their 
flight  was  precipitate,  they  fuftained  no  lofs,  and  a 
General  Sullivan,  who  commanded  in  the  retreat, 
received  public  thanks  for  the  prudence  with  which 
he  conduced  it,  by  which  he  faved  their  ruined 
army,  at  a  time,  they  fay,  when  it  was  encumbered 
with  a  vaft  multitude  of  fick,  moft  of  whom  were 
ill  of  the  fmall-pox. 


All  Ca-  Thus  was  an  end  happily  put  to  the  war  in 
?Wrf  re-  Canada.  The  pleafure  of  which  was,  however,  con- 
covered,  ficlerably  checked,  by  the  reftraint  which  was  now 
laid  upon  the  further  operation  of  the  army  in  that 
quarter.  For  as  the  enemy  were  mailers  of  Lake 
Champlain,  it  was  impoflible  for  the  forces  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  fouthward,  until  fuch  a  number  of  vef- 
fels  were  conilruded  or  obtained,  as  would  afford 
a  fuperiority,  and  enable  them  to  traverfe  that  lake 
with  fafety.  The  doing  this  was  a  work  of  labour 
and  time ;  for  though  fix  armed  veflels  were  fent 
from  England  for  that  purpofe,  the  falls  of  Cham- 
blee rendered  the  means  of  conveying  them  to  the 
lake  highly  difficult,  and  a  matter  which  required 
much  ingenuity  and  induflry.  A  vaft  number  of 
other  veffels  were  alfo  neceffarily  to  be  conftruded 
both  for  conveyance  and  protedion. 

Affairs  The  neceffity  under  which  we  have  feen  Gover- 

in  North  nor  Martin  obliged  to  feek  refuge  on  board  a  fhip 
Caroli7ia,  of  war  in  Cape  Fear  river,  did  not  damp  kis  ardour 
in  the  public  fervice,  nor  reftrain  his  attempts  to 
reduce  the  Province  of  North  Carolina  to  obedience. 
His  confidence  of  fuccefs  was  increafed,  by  the 
knowledge  he  had  that  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war 
with  feven  regiments,  under  the  conduct  of  Sir 
Peter  Parker  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  were  to  depart 
from  Ireland  on  an  expedition  to  the  fouthern  Pro- 
vinces 


conti- 
nued. 
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vinces  111  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  that  North    177^- 
CaroHna  was  their  firfl  if  not  principal  objed:.     He   ^^.-''>'~^" 
alfo  knew  that  General  Clinton,  with  a  fmall  detach- 
ment, was  on  his  way  from  Bofton  to  meet  them 
at  Cape  Fear. 

The  conne8;ion  he  had  formed  with  a  body  of 
defperate  people,  lately  confidered  as  Rebels  to  the 
King's  government,  now  equally  enemies  to  the 
Provincial  eftablifhment,  who  we  have  frequently  had 
occafion  to  take  notice  of  under  the  name  of  Regular 
torsy  as  well  as  with  the  Highland  emigrants,  feemed 
to  infure  the  redudion  of  the  infurgents,  even  inde- 
pendent of  the  expected  force.  That  colony  was 
deemed  the  weakell  in  America,  except  Georgia  ; 
and  the  two  parties  we  have  mentioned  were  nu- 
merous, adive,  daring,  and  the  former  were  at  this 
time,  as  well  as  the  latter,  zealoufly  attached  to  the 
royal  caufe.  The  Highlanders  were  confidered  as 
naturally  warlike,  and  the  Regulators,  from  fitua- 
tion,  habits,  and  manner  of  living,  to  be  much 
bolder,  hardier,  and  better  markfmen  than  thofe 
who  had  been  bred  to  other  courfes,  and  in  more 
civilized  parts  of  the  country. 

The  Governor  fent  feveral  commilTions  to  thefe  jt^-j^^ 
people  for  the  raifmg  and  commanding  of  regi-  ^jj^^ 
ments,  and  granted  another  to  a  Mr.  M'Donald  to  commlf- 
ad  as  their  general.     He  alfo  fent  them  a  procla-  fion. 
mation,  commanding  all  perfons  on  their  allegiance, 
to  repair  to  the  royal  flandard,  which  was  creeled 
by  General  McDonald  about  the  middle  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Upon  the   firfl   advice  of  their  affembling  at  a  Bri.  Gen. 
place  called  Crofs  Creek,  Brigadier  General  Moore  Moore 
immediately  marched  at  the  head  of  the  Provincial  ^^^^^P°^" 
regiment  which  he  commanded,  with  fuch  militia  RocTfiOi- 
as  he    could   fuddenly  colleft,  and  fome  pieces   of  bridge, 
cannon,  within   a   few   miles   of  them,   and  took 

pof- 
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1775.  pofTeflion  of  an  important  pod  called  Rockfifh" 
^"^^'^''^^  Bridge,  which,  as  he  was  much  inferior  in  flrengthj 
he  immediately  entrenched  and  rendered  defenfible* 
He  had  not  been  many  days  in  this  pofition,  where 
he  was  receiving  and  expeding  fuccours,  when  Ge-^ 
neral  McDonald  approached  at  the  head  of  his 
Feb.  15.  army,  and  fent  a  letter  to  Moore,  inclofmgthe  Go- 
vernor's proclamation,  and  recommending  to  him 
and  his  party  to  join  the  King's  ftandard  by  a  given 
hour  the  next  day,  or  that  he  muil  be  under  the  ne^ 
ceflity  of  confidering  them  as  enemies. 

As  Moore  knew  that  the  Provincial  forces  were 
marching  from  all  quarters,  he  protracted  the  ne- 
gociation,   in  hopes  that  the  Tory  army,   as  they 
called  it,    might  have   been  furrounded.     In   his 
final  anfwer  he  declared,  that  he  and  his  officers  ^ 
eonfidered  themfclves  as  engaged  in  a  caufe  the  '^ 
moil  glorious  and  honourable  in  the  world,  the  de- 
fence of  the  liberties  of  mankind  ;    he   reminded 
the  emigrants  of  the  ungrateful    return  they  made 
to  the  kind  reception  they  met  with  in  the  Colony ; 
and  the  General,  with  fome  of  his  officers,   of  an 
oath  they  had  taken  a  little  before,  and  upon  which 
they  were  permitted  to  come  into  the  country,  that 
they  only  c^me  to  fee  their  friends   and  relations, 
without  any  concern  whatever  in  public  affairs.     In 
return  to  the  proclamation,  he  fent  them  the  telt 
propofed  by  the  Congrefs,  with  a  proffer,  that  if 
they  I'ubfcribcd  it,   and  laid  down  their  arms,  they 
fhould  be  received  as  friends  ;  but  if  they  refufed 
to  comply,  they  rnuft  exped  confequences  fnnilar 
to  thofe  v/hich  they  had  held  out  to  his  people. 

In  the  mean  time,  M*^Donald  perceived  the  dan- 
;^,er  he  was  in  of  being  enclofed,  and  abruptly  quit-, 
ting  his  ground,  endeavoured  with  confiderable 
dexterity,  by  forced  marches,  the  unexpedcd  paffing 
of  rivers,  and  the  greatefl  celerity  of  movement, 
to  difengagc  hinifejf.  It  feems,  the  great  and  imme- 
diate 
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diate  obje£l  in  view  with  this  party,  was  to  bring  1776. 
Governor  Martui,  with  Lord  William  Campbell,  v..--vx> 
and  General  Clinton,  who  had  by  this  time  joined 
them,  into  the  interior  country,  which  they  judged^ 
would  be  a  means  of  uniting  all  the  back  fettiers  of 
the  fouthern  Colonies  in  the  royal  caufe,  of  bring- 
ing forward  the  Indians,  and  of  encouraging  the 
well  affected  to  ihew  themfelves  in  all  places. 

The  provincial  parties  were,  however,  fo  clofe  in  ^  ^.^^  ^^ 
the  purfuit,  and  fo  alert  in  cutting  the  country  and  jyioore^s 
fcizing  the  pailes,  that  M'Donald  at  length  found  Creek- 
himfelf  under  the  neceility  of  engaging  a  Colonel  Bridge. 
Cafwell,  who,  with  a  thouiand  militia  and  minute 
men,  had  taken  poffefiion  of  a  place  called  Moore's 
Creek  Bridge,  where  they  had  thrown  up  an  in- 
trench nient.     The  royalifts  were  by  all  accounts 
much  fuperior  in  number,  having  been  rated  from 
J  500   to    3000,    the   former    number    of    which, 
M'Donald,  after  the  adion,  acl^nowledged  them  to 
be.     The  emigrants  began  an  attack  with  great 
fury ;  but  M'Cleod,  the  fecond  in  command,  and  Feb.  ^7. 
a  few  more  of  their  braved  officers  and  men  being 
killed  at  the  firfl  onfet,  they  fuddenly  loft  all  fpirit, 
and  fled  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  and,  as  the 
provincials  fay,    deferted  their  General,  who  was 
taken  prifoner,  as  were  nearly  all  their  leaders,  and 
the  reil  totally  broken  and  difperfed. 

This  Viclory  was  a  matter  of  great  exultation  and 
triumph  to  the  Carolinians.  Ihey  had  fhewn  that 
their  province  was  not  fo  weak  as  was  imagined ; 
for  though  their  force  aftually  in  the  engagement 
was  not  confiderable,  they  had  raifed  10,000  in 
about  ten  days.  But  what  was  ftill  more  flattering, 
andj  perhaps  not  of  lefs  real  importance,  they  had 
encountered  Europeans  (who  were  hippofed  to  hold 
them  in  the  moft  iovereign  contempt,  both  as  men 
and  as  foldiers)  in  the  field,  and  defeated  them  with 
^n  inferior  force.     If  the  zeal  of  thefe  people  could 

have 
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1776.  have  been  kept  dormant  until  the  arrival  of  the 
^.y-^r^  force  from  Ireland,  it  feems  more  than  probable 
that  the  fouthern  colonies  would  have  confiderably 
felt  the  impreffion  of  fuch  an  infurredion.  But  now 
their  force  and  fpirits  were  fo  entirely  broken,  their 
leaders  being  lent  to  different  prifons,  and  the  reft 
ftripped  of  their  arms,  and  watched  with  all  the 
eyes  of  diilruft,  that  no  future  effort  could  be  rea- 
fonably  expelled  from  them.  Perhaps  too  great  a 
dependence  was  laid  on  their  power  and  prowefs, 
while  thofe  of  the  oppofite  fide  were  meafured  by 
a  fcale  equally  deceitful.  It  is,  however,  extremely 
difficult  to  regulate  or  reflrain  the  caprice  or  violence 
of  thofe  leaders  who  affume  authority  in  fuch  feafons. 

Mar.  3d.  A  fquadron  of  five  frigates  were  fent  out  by  the 
Hopkins  Congrefs  early  in  the  year,  under  the  command  of 
ftrlps  the  a  Mr.  Hopkins,*  who  failed  with  them  to  Bahama 
fn^^^T^''  ^^^^^^  \  where  they  {tripped  that  of  Providence, 
flores&^    which  IS  the  principal j  of  a  confiderablc  quantity 

artillery.     of 

Cbaraifer  *  Mr.  Robert  Hopkins  was  born  at  Portfmouth  in  New 
England,  in  the  year  i  / 1 8.  His  father  being  in  the  fea  fervice, 
and  difcovering  an  early  inclination  in  his  fon  towards  that  way 
of  life,  befides  the  Latin  and  Greek  tongues,  he  had  him 
taught  the  feveral  branches  of  the  mathematicks,  particularly 
thofe  of  navigation,  and  at  a  proper  age,  when  he  had  fuffi- 
ciently  acquired  the  theory,  to  add  practice  thereto,  he  put 
him  an  apprentice  to  a  Mr.  Wainwright,  commander  of  the 
Joieph  and  Anne,  a  veffel  of  250  tons  burthen.  It  is  to  be 
prefumed,  old  Mr.  Hopkiiis  reafons  for  indenting  his  fon  to 
another  perfon  rather  than  to  himfelf  was,  left  he  fhould  pre- 
fume  too  much  on  his  paternal  affeftion,  and  thereby  probably 
neglecl  his  other  duties  ;  but  this  caution  however  well  intend- 
ed, we  are  of  opinion,  was  premature,  our  hero,  in  this  capa- 
city, omitting  no  opportunity  of  making  himfelf  matter  of 
every  branch  of  fca-fervice,  in  teftimony  of  which,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  third  year,  capt.  Wainwright  made  him  his 
chief  mate,  in  which  ftation  he  behaved  with  great  fatisfac- 
tion  to  both  captain  and  crew. 

At  the  clofe  of  his  apprenticefhip  he  quitted  the  Jofeph  and 
Anne,   and  engaged  as  mate  with  an  old  fchool-fellow  of  his, 

who 
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of  artillery  and  (lores;    but  were  difappointed  in  1776. 

the  powder,  which  they  mofl  wanted,  through  the  ^-^^^^"^^ 

prudence 

■^i— — ^1^i«i««^   fc^i^i^— ■— ^W^I^W^— W—^^—i— <— ^— *il   '  ■     I     I      ■*"*■  111'  ■■■■■■■■I      ■         II     ■■   -■^w, 

who  had  juft  got  the  command  of  a  veffel  at  North  Carolina, 
then  bound  from  that  port  to  London.  In  this  paffage,  there 
arofe  fome  altercation  between  the  matter  and  mate,  in  confe- 
qiience  of  a  quondam  miftrefs  belonging  to  the  latter,  who  was 
then  aboard. 

About  this  time  the  war  with  Spain  raged  with  great  vio- 
lence, and  men  were  greatly  wanted  for  the  navy  ;  the  prefs- 
gangs,  and  floops  upon  the  imprefs  fervice  fwarmed  every 
where,  and  the  ufual  proteftions  were  of  no  avail.  His  cap- 
tain, through  pique,  took  this  opportunity  of  parting  with 
him  ;  for  being  boarded  by  a  man  of  war  near  the  coaft  of 
Carolina,  Hopkins  vrith  fome  of  the  common  hands  were  im- 
preffed,  and  it  proved  ufelefs  to  him  to  plead  his  protection  as 
then  chief  mate,  his  captain  telling  the  lieutenant,  that  he  had 
been  in  fuch  a  ftation,  but  was  then  broke  for  mutinous  beha- 
viour, and  therefore  defired  Hopkins  to  be  fent  aboard  par- 
ticularly, giving  a  charge  to  the  lieutenant  to  have  p.  Uriel  eye 
over  him,  he  being,  as  he  faid,  of  a  defperate  difpofition. 

This  fhip  of  war  fhortly  after  joined  Admiral  Vernon's  fleet, 
where  Hopkins  was  put  on  board  the  Burford,  the  flag  fhip. 
In  this  new  ftation,  he  endeavoured  to  ftifle  his  refentment  to 
his  late  captain,  and  to  conform  himfelf  to  his  prefent  birth  ; 
in  which  he  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  in  a  little  time,  he  was  ob- 
ferved  not  only  to  be  an  expert  feamen,  and  able  navigator,  but 
of  a  quite  contrary  difpofition  to  vi-hat  he  had  been  reprefent- 
ed  ;  and  at  the  attack  on  Portobello,  which  foon  followed,  he 
gave  an  admirable  fpecimcn  of  his  courage  and  conduct,  all 
which  being  made  known  to  his  Admiral,  our  hero  was  ordered 
to  walk  the  quarter-deck,  and  on  his  arrival  in  England,  got  to 
be  rated  as  mailer's  mate  on  board  his  Majefty's  ftore  fhip, 
Prince  Royal,  capt.  Edward  Barber  ;  and  in  the  year  1747, 
having  pafTed  his  examination  at  the  Trinity  Koufc,  he  was 
>appointed  mafter  of  tlie  Weazel  floop,  in  which  ftation  he 
continued  till  the  peace. 

In  the  year  1749  he  returned  home,  juft  tim.e  enough  to  clofe 
his  father's  eyes,  who  divided  his  fortune  equally  between  him 
and  his  ftep-brother,  (a  Mr. Whipple,  who  had  proved  a  worthy 
and  deferving  young  man).  Mr.  Hopkins  then  made  his  ciiief 
refidence  in  America,  and  bought  a  vefTel  in  which  he  ti^adcd 
to  London,   till  the  war  broke  out  in  the  year  1755,  when  he 

again 
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1776.  prudence  of  the  Governor,  who  fent  150  barrels  of 
^-^'v>s^  it  away  in  a  fmall  veffel,  the  night  before  they 
landed.  They  brought  off  the  Governor,  and  fome 
other  public  officers,  as  prifoners  ;  and  after  taking 
feveral  prizes  in  their  return,  fell  in  at  length  with 
the  Glafgow  frigate  of  war,  accompanied  with  a 
tender,  the  latter  of  which  they  took,  and  the  for- 
mer efcaped  with  difficulty  after  a  very  fharp  en- 
gagement. 

Lord         ^  Lord  Dunmore,  with  his  fleet  of  fugitives,  con- 
Dumiiore  tinned  on  the  coafts  and  in  the  rivers  of  Virginia  for 
^K^"^^A^  a  great  part  of  the  year;  as  every  place  was  now 
^oivtr-  "  ^^^^^y  guarded,  thoie  unhappy  people,  who  had 
glnia.        V^^  themfelves    under   his  proteiSlion,    underwent 
great  diflrelTes.     The  heat  of  the  weather,  the  bad- 
nefs  of  provifions,  with  the  clofenefs  and  filth  of  the 
fmall  velTels,   in  which  they  were  crouded,  by  de- 
grees produced  that  malignant  and  infedious  dif- 
temper,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Jail  or 
Peftiiential  Fever.     This   dreadful  diforder  made 
great  havock  among  them,  but  particularly  affected 
the  negroes,  mod  of  whom  it  fwept  away.     After 

various 

again  purfuing  the  calls  of  honour,  returned  to  the  navy,  and 
was  mailer  of  feveral  (liipstill  the  peace  of  1765. 

It  had  been  regulated  at  that  peace,  that  all  commifiion  and 
warrant  officers  fhould  be  employed  for  the  fpace  of  three  years 
in  rotation.  Mr.  Hopkins  waited  w^ith  patience  the  firft  three 
years,  and  came  to  London  in  1776,  expefting  to  be  employed 
in  his  turn,  but  beiug  difappointed,  and  perceiving  others  of  in- 
ferior abilities  preferred,  Hopkins  could  not  condefcend  to  foli- 
cit,and  returned  to  America,  throwing  up  his  half-pay,  and 
refolvlng  to  attach  himfelf  to  his  native  country  for  the  reft  of 
his  day*. 

When  the  American  troubles  made  it  neceffary  for  the  Con- 
grefs  to  form  a  Marine,  Mr.  Hopkins,  from  his  experience, 
courage,  and  abilities,  was  thought  a  proper  perfon  to  be  at  the 
head  of  it.  He  accepted  the  commlffion  with  chearfulnefs  and 
how  he  has  a£led  fince,  may  be  fesn  in  the  progrefs  of  this 
hi  (lory. 
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various  adventures,  in  which  they  were  driven  from     1776. 
place  to  place,  and  from  ifland  to  illand,  by  the    v-^v^ 
Virginians  5  feveral  of  the  vellels  were  driven  on 
fhore  in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  the  WTCtched  fugitives 
became   captives    to   their  own  countrymen.     At 
length,   every  place  being  Ihut  againft,  and  hofliie 
to  the  remainder,  and  neither  water  nor  provilions  Fugitlyes 
to  be  obtained,  even  at  the  expence  of  blood,  it  was  ^^fpers'd. 
found  neceffary,   towards  the  beginning  of  Augufl, 
to  burn  the  fmaller  and  lead  valuable  velfels,  and    • 
to  fend  the  remainder,  amounting  to  between  40 
and  50  fail,  with  the  exiles,  to  feek  fhelter  and 
retreat  to  Florida,  Bermudas,  and  the  Weft-Indies. 
In  this  manner  ended  the  hopes  entertained  by  the 
employment  of  the  negroes  to  fupprefs  the  rebellion 
in  the  fouthern  colonies.      This  meafure,  rather 
invidious  than  powerful,  tended  infinitely  to  inflame 
the  difcontents   in  thofe  colonies,  without  adding 
any  thing  to  the  ftrength  of  the  royal  arms.     The 
unhappy  creatures  who  engaged  in  it,   are  faid  to 
have  periihed  almoft  to  a  man. 

It  had  for  fome  time  paft  been  the  fortune  of  the  sir  Peter 
fleets,    tranfports  and  victuallers,    which  had  been  Parker's 
fent  to  America,  to  meet  with  fuch  exceedingly  bad  ^qu^dron 
weather  on  their  paffage,  fuch  delays,  and  fo  many  ^J^^^.^^/. 
untoward  circumftances  of  different  forts,    as   in  a  //j.  g^d 
great  degree  fruftrated  the  end  of  their  deftination.  troops. 
Sir  Peter  Parker's    fquadron,  which   failed   from  arrive  at 
Portfmouth  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  from  an  unex-  ^^P^^^^^ 
pedted  delay  in  Ireland,  and  bad  weather  afterwards, 
did  not  arrive  at  Cape  Fear   till  the    beginning  of 
May,  where  they  were   detained  by  various   caufes 
till  the  end  of  the  month.     There  they  found  Ge- 
neral Clinton,   who  hr.d  lately  been  at  New- York,  '^^^^ 
and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Virginia,  where  he  q^^^q^I 
had  feen  I>ord  Dunmore,  and  finding  that  no  fer- 
vice  could  be  effected  at  either  place  with  his  fmall 
force,  came  thither  to  wait  for  them. 

S  f  The 
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1776.        The  feafon   of  the  year  was  much   againfl  the 
<.^^^-''   operations  of  the  troops  at  this  time  in  the  fouthern  . 
colonies,  the  exceffive  heat  having  rendered  them 
fickly,    even  at   Cape   Fear,  notwithftanding    the 
plenty  of  refrefliments  they  procured,  and  the  little 
labour  they  had  upon   their   hands.      Something, 
Proceed  "  however,  muft  be  done,  and  Charleflown,  the  capi- 
toCharles  j-^i  Qf  South  Carolina,  was  within  the  line  of  Sir 
.5Tu;;.,       Peter  Parker   and  Lord  CornwaUis's    inftrudions. 
They  had  but  little  knowledge  of  General  Howe's 
fituation ;  the  only  information  that  General  Clin- 
ton received  of  his  evacuating  Boflon,  being  from 
the  American  news-papers.     And  it  happened  un- 
luckily, that  a  veflel,  which  General  Howe  had  dif. 
patched  from  Halifax  with  orders  for  their  proceed- 
ing to  the  northward,  met  with  fuch  delays  in  her 
palfage,  that  fhe   did  not  arrive  in  Cape  Fear  till 
after  their  departure. 

June  ifl.  The  fleet  anchored  off  Charleflown  Bar  in  the 
beginning  of  June.     They  were  joined  before  they 

force  at     pi"Oceeded  to  adion  by  the  Experiment  man  of  war ; 

Charles.    ^^^  the  naval  force  then    confifted  of  the  Commo- 

toivTtjBar.  dore  Sir  Peter  Parker's  (hip,  the  Briflol,  of  50  guns; 
the  Experiment,  of  the  fame  force  ;  the  Adive, 
Solebay,  Acleon,  and  Syren  frigates,  of  28  guns 
each  ;  the  Sphynx  of  20  guns,  a  hired  armed  Ihip 
of  22,  a  fmall  Hoop  of  war,  an  armed  fchooner, 
and  the  Thunder  bomb-ketch.  The  pafTmg  of  the 
Bar  was  a  matter  of  time,  difficulty  and  danger, 
efpecially  to  the  two  large  fliips,  which,  notwith- 
ftanding the  taking  out  of  their  guns,  and  the  ufing 
of  every  other  means  to  lighten  them  as  much  as 
poflible,  both  touched  the  ground  and  fluck  feveral 
times.  ;.      - 

The  land  forces  were  commanded  by  General 
Clinton,  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  Brigadier  General 
Vaughan.  It  was  remarkable,  that  at  the  time  Ge- 
neral Clinton  failed  from  Boiion,  General  Lee,  at 
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the  head  of  a  ftrong  detachment  from  the  army  be-  1776. 
fore  that  place,  immediately  fet  out  to  fecure  New-  v.-'^vv^ 
York  from  the  attempt  which  it  was  fuppofed  the 
former  would  have  made  upon  that  city.  Having 
fucceeded  in  that  objed:,  Gen.  Clinton  could  not 
but  be  furprized  at  his  arrival  in  A^irginia,  to  find 
Lee  in  pofTellion,  and  in  the  fame  (late  of  preparation, 
in  which  he  had  left  him  at  New-York.  Upon  his 
departure  for  Cape  Fear,  Lee  again  traverfed  the 
Continent  with  the  utmofl  expedition  to  fecure 
North  Carolina.  And  at  length,  upon  the  further 
progrefs  of  the  fleet  and  army  to  the  fouthward, 
Lee  again  proceeded  with  equal  celerity  to  the  de- 
fence  of  Charleitown. 

The  firft  objed  of  our  forces,  after  pafTmg  the 
bar,  was  the  attack  of  a  fort  which  had  been  lately 
erected,  though  not  made  altogether  complete,  upon 
the  fouth-wefl  point  of  Sullivan's  iHand.  This 
fort  commanded  the  palTage  to  Charleftown,  which 
lay  farther  weft,  at  about  fix  miles  diftance  ;  and  • 
notwithilanding  the  latenefs  of  its  conftrudion, 
was  with  propriety  confidered  as  the  key  of  that 
harbour.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  reprcfented  to  our 
com^manders  as  in  even  a  more  imperfcd:  flate  than 
it  was  found  in  ;  but  if  the  defcription  had  been 
otherwife,  it  is  not  probable  they  would  have  ex- 
pelled that  a  raw  militia  could  have  been  able,  for 
any  length  of  time,  to  have  fupported  the  great 
weight  of  fire  from  our  fhips,  even  excluding  the 
co-operation  of  thvi  land  forces. 

The  troops  w^ere  landed  on  Long  Ifland,  which  Troops 
lies  nearer,   to  the  eaftward  of  Sullivan's  ;  being  land  at 
feparated  only  by  fome  fhoals,  and  a  creek  called  Long- 
the  Breach,  which  are  deemed  palTable  at  low  wa-  ^"^"^* 
ter,  the  ford  being  reprefented  to  our  officers  as 
only   eighteen  inches  in  depth  in  that  ftate.     The 
Carolinians  had  polled  fome  forces  with  a  few  pieces 
cf  cannon  near  the  north-eaftern  extremity  of  Sul- 
livan's 
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lyyS.  livan's  Ifland,  at  the  diftance  of  near  two  miles 
^y^^*^  from  the  fort,  where  they  threw  up  works  to  pre- 
vent the  pafTage  of  the  royal  army  over  the  Breach. 
General  Lee  was  encamped  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  forces  on  the  continent,  at  the  back  and  to 
the  north-ward  of  the  ifland,  with  which  he  held  a 
communication  open  by  a  bridge  of  boats,  and 
could  by  that  means,  at  any  time,  march  the  whole, 
or  any  part  of  his  force,  to  fupport  that  poft  which 
was  oppofed  to  our  pafTage  from  Long  Ifland.  The 
latter  is  a  naked  burning  fand,  where  the  troops 
fulFered  greatly  from  their  expofure  to  the  intenfe 
heat  of  the  fun.  But  the  fleet  and  army  were  great- 
ly diflreffed  through  the  badnefs  of  the  water,  that 
which  is  found  on  the  fea  coails  of  South  Carolina 
being  every  where  brackifh.  Nor  were  they  in  a 
much  better  condition,  with  refped  either  to  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  provifions. 

Notwithflanding  the  difpatch which  thefc  inconve- 
niencies  rendered  necelTary,  fuch  delays  occurred  in 
carrying  the  defign  into  execution,  that  it  was  near 
the  end  of  the  month  before   the  attack  upon  Sul- 
livan's Ifland  took  place  ;    a  feafon  which  was   ap- 
plied by  the  Provincials  with  great  afliduity  to  the 
completion  of  their  works.  Every  thing  being  at  length 
fettled  between  the  commanders  by  fea  and  land, 
June  28.    the  Thunder  bomb,  covered   by  the  armtd  fhi'p, 
Att  ck     ^^^^"^  ^^^^  flation  in  the  morning,  and  began  the  at- 
on  Sul-     tack,  by  throwing  flieils  at  the  fort  as  the  fleet  advan- 
liVaivs       ced.     About   eleven  o'clock,   the  Briftol,  Experi- 
Ifland.      ment,  A6live,   and    Solebay,  brought   up  diredly 
againfl  the  fort  and  began  a  mofl  furious  and  incef- 
fant  cannonade.     The  Sphynx,  Adeon,  and  Syren, 
were  ordered  to  the  weftward,  to  take  their  flation 
between  the  end   of  the    ifland  and  Charleftown, 
partly  thereby  to  enfilade  the   works  of  the  fort, 
partly,  if  poflible,  to  cut  off  the  communication  be- 
tween the  ifland  and  the  continent,  which  would  of 
courfe,  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  garrifon,  as  well 

as 
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as  all  fuccours  from  the  latter  ;  and  partly  to  pre-  1776. 
vent  any  attempts  that  might  be  made  by  fire-lhips  V--^>^>s^ 
or  otherv/iie,  to  interrupt  the  grand  attack.  This 
part  of  the  defign  was  rendered  unfortunate  by  the 
ftrange  unlkilfulnefs  of  the  pilot,  who  entangled 
the  frigates  in  the  Ihoais  called  the  Middle  Grounds, 
where  they  all  iluck  fall ;  and  though  two  of  them 
were  in  fome  time  with  damage  and  difficulty  got 
off,  it  was  then  too  late,  and  they  were  befides  in 
no  condition,  to  execute  the  intended  fervice.  The 
Adeon  could  not  be  got  off,  and  was  burnt  by 
the  officers  and  crew  the  next  morning,  to  prevent 
her  materials  and  flores  from  becoming  a  prey  to 
the  enemy. 

Whilft  the  continued  thunder  from  the  fliips 
feemed  fufficient  to  fhake  the  fierccnefs  of  the 
braveff  enemy,  and  daunt  the  courage  of  the  mofl 
veteran  foldier,  the  return  made  by  the  fort,  could 
not  fail  of  calling  for  the  refpect,  as  well  as  of  high- 
ly incommoding  the  brave  feamen  of  Britain.  la 
the  midfl  of  that  dreadful  roar  of  artillery,  they 
fluck  with  the  greatcit  conftancy  and  firmnefs  to 
their  guns  ;  fired  deliberately  and  llowly,  and  took 
a  cool  and  effedive  aim.  The  fliips  fuffered  ac- 
cordingly ;  they  were  torn  almofl  to  pieces,  and 
the  llaughter  was  dreadful.  Never  did  Britifh 
valour  fliine  more  confpicuous,  and  never  did  our 
marine,  in  an  engagement  of  the  fame  nature  with . 
any  foreign  enemy,  experience  fo  rude  an  encoun- 
ter. The  fprings  of  the  Briftoi's  cable  being  cut 
by  the  Ihot,  flie  lay  for  fome  time  expofed  in  fuch 
a  manner  to  the  enemy's  fire,  as  to  be  mofl  dread- 
fully raked,  the  brave  Captain  Morris,*  after  receiv- 
ing 

*  After  having  the  two  bones  of  his  fore  arm  fhattered  by 
a  chain  fhot,  and  receiving  a  wound  from  a  ball  in  his  neck, 
^he  was  taken  into  the  cock -pit,  where  he  readily  fubmitted 
to  amputation,  which  was  performed  juil  above  the  elbow. 
During  the  operation  a  red-hot  bail  went  through  the  cockpit, 

which 
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1776.    ing  a  number  of  wounds,  which  would  have  fuffi- 


v^^^r>^ 


ciently  juftified  a  gallant  man  in  retiring  from  his 
flation,  dill  with  a  noble  obftinacy  difdained  to  quit 
his  duty,  until  his  arm  being  at  length  fliot  off, 
he  was  carried  away  in  a  condition  which  did  not 
•afford  a  poffibility  of  a  recovery.  It  is  faid  that  the 
quarter-deck  of  the  Briftol  was  at  one  time  cleared 
of  every  perfon  but  the  Commodore,  who  flood 
alone  a  fpedacle  of  intrepidity  and  firmnefs,  which 
has  feldom  been  equalled,  never  exceeded.  The 
others  on  that  deck  were  either  killed  or  carried 
down  to  have  their  wounds  drcffed.  Nor  did  Cap- 
tain Scot,  of  the  Experiment,  mifs  his  fliare  of  the 
danger  or  glory,  who  befides  the  lofs  of  an  arm, 
received  fo  many  other  wounds  that  his  life  was  at 
firil  defpaired  of. 

The  fire  from  the  Brltilli  fliips  was  not  thrown 
away ;  though  it  did  not  produce  all  the  effed  which 
was  hoped  and  expeded.  But  the  fortifications 
were  much  firmer  than  they  had  been  thought,  and 
their  lownefs  preferved  them  in  a  great  degree  from 
the  weight  oiF  our  fliot.  They  were  compofed  of 
palm-trees  and  earth,  and  the  merlons  were  of  an 
unufual  thicknefs.  The  guns  were  at  one  time  fo 
long  filenced,  that  it  was  thought  the  fort  had  been 
abandoned.     It  feems  extraordinary,  that  a  detach* 

ment 

which  kilkd  two  of  the  furgeon's  afliftants,  and  wounded  the 
purfer.  After  the  coiifufion  which  this  circumftance  occafioned 
was  over,  Capt.  Morris  infilled  on  being  carried  on  the  quar- 
ter-deck to  refume  his  command  ;  which  being  complied  with, 
he  continued  the  fight  for  a  confiderable  time  after,  till  he  was 
fhot  through  the  body.  A  prodigious  effufion  of  blood  follow- 
ing, and  his  diffolution  being  apparently  at  hand,  one  of  the 
officers  aflced  him,  if  he  had  any  diredlions  to  give  with  refpect 
to  his  family,  to  which  he  heroically  anfwered,  "  None  !— 
as  he  left  them  to  the  providence  of  God,  and  the  generofity 
of  his  country  1"  His  Majefty  accordingly.  Immediately  on 
receiving  an  account  of  this  aSair,  fent  the  Captain's  widow 
an  handfome  prefent,  and  fettled  a  penfion  on  her  and  her 
children. 
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ment  of  the  land  forces  were  not  in  readinefs  on  1776. 
board  the  tranfports  or  boats^  to  profit  of  fuch  an  ^-^^"^ 
eccafion.  But  thefe  are  only  a  part  of  the  chxum- 
flances  relative  to  the  engagement  which  have  never 
been  fufficiently  cleared  up.  The  praife  beflowed 
upon  the  garrifon  for  the  conftancy  and  bravery  of 
their  defence,  by  the  Americans  in  general,  as 
well  as  by  General  Lee,  (liew  that  they  neither  aban- 
doned their  guns,  nor  were  changed  ;'  however  they 
might  be,  and  undoubtedly  were  reinforced.  It 
appears  by  their  accounts,  that  the  filence  of  the  fort 
proceeded  from  the  expenditure  of  all  their  powder, 
and  their  waiting  for  a  fupply  from  the  Continent ; 
which,  probably,  did  not  arrive  the  fooner,  from 
the  neceflity  of  its  being  conveyed  through  the  line 
of  iire  from  the  men  of  war. 

During  this  long,  hot,  and  obftinate  conHld,  the  Probable 
feamen  looked  frequently  and  impatiently  to  the  ^^"^^^^ 
eailward,  (till  expelling  to  fee  the  land  forces  ad-  {^^d  for- 
vance  from  Long-Ifland,  drive  the  rebels  from  their  .^g  not 
intrenchment,  and  march  up  to  fccond  their  attack  engaging 
upon  the  fort.     In  thefe  hopes  they  were  grievoufiy  i"  this 
difappointed.     Such    various  accounts  have   been  ^-^^'^^• 
given  of  the  caufe  of  this  inaction  of  the  land  forces, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  decided  opinion  upon 
the  fubjed.   ^  The  Gazette,  from   whence  a  iatis- 
faclory  iblution  of  all  difficulties  might  be  exped;ed, 
is  fo  totally   defedive  and  dilTatisfaclory,    that  it 
feems  to  have  laid  a  foundation  for  every  other  error 
and  contradidion  relative  to  this  buiinefs.     That 
account  fays,  that  the  King's  forces  were  flopped 
by  an  impracticable  depth  of  water,  wliere  they 
expected  to  have  palTed  nearly  dryfiiod.     To  fup- 
pole  that  the  Generals,  and  the  officers  under  their 
command  Ihould  have  been  nineteen  days  in  that 
fmall  illand,  without  ever  examining,  until  the  very 
inftant  of  action,  the  nature  of  the  only  paifage  by 
which  they  could  render  fervice  to  their  friends  and 
fellows,   fulfil  the  purpofe  cf  their  landing,   and 

an- 
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1776.  anfwer  the  ends  for  which  they  were  embarked  in 
^-^"^^■^-^  the  expedition,  would  feem  a  great  defect  in  mili* 
tary  prudence  and  circumfpedion.  But  there  might 
be  reafons  for  conceaHng  a  true  ftate  of  the  affair. 
Until  that  ftate  appears,  it  w^ould  be  unjuft  to  lay 
any  imputation  on  the  officers  concerned  in  fo  cri- 
tical a  fervice.  The  only  rational  folution  of  the 
fad:,  muft,  for  the  prefect,  be  drawn  from  the  dif- 
ferent American  accounts  ;  from  thefe  it  is  to  be 
inferred,  that  the  poft  which  the  Provincials  pof- 
felfed  at  the  end  of  Sullivan's  Illand,  was  in  fo  ftrong 
a  ftate  of  defence,  the  approaches  on  our  fides  fo 
difadvantageous,  and  Lee's  force  in  fuch  preparation 
and  capability  of  crufhing  us  in  the  confiidt,  that 
General  Clinton  would  have  run  the  moft  manifeft 
and  inexcufable  rifque,  of  the  ruin,  if  not  total  lofs 
of  his  forces,  if  he  had  ventured  upon  an  attack. 
To  this  may  be  added,  that  it  was  only  upon  a  near 
approach,  that  our  people  acquired  any  certain 
knowledge  of  the  force  of  the  enemy. 

The  adion  continued,  until  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  compelled  that  cefTation,  which  the  eagernefs 
of  the  alTailants,  v/orn  down  as  they  were  with  fa- 
tigue, and  weakened  with  lofs,  was  ftill  unwilling  to 
accept.  Sir  Peter  Parker,  after  every  effort  of  which 
a  brave  man  is  capable,  finding  that  all  hope  of  fuc- 
cefs  was  at  an  end,  and  the  tide  of  ebb  nearly 
fpent,  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
withdrew  his  ftiattered  velfels  from  the  fcene  x>f 
adion,  after  an  engagement  which  had  been  fup- 
ported  with  uncommon  courage  and  vigour  for 
above  ten^ hours.  The  Briftol  had  iii,  and  the 
Experiment  79  men,  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  both 
ftiips  had  received  fo  much  damage,  that  the  Provin- 
cials conceived  ftrong  hopes,  that  they  could  never 
be  got  over  the  bar.  The  frigates,  though  not  lefs 
emulous  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  being 
lefs  pointed  at  than  the  great  iliips,  did  not  fuffer 
a  proportional  lofs.     The  bomb  velfels  did  not  do 

all 
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all  the  fervice  upon  this  occafion  which  was  exped-  1776. 
ed ;  whether  it  was  from  overcharging  in  confe-  ^^-''^^^ 
qiience  of  havhig  originally  taken  too  great  a  dif- 
tance,  which  has  been  faid,  or  whether  it  proceeded 
from  fome  fault  ih  the  conitrudion  which  feems 
more  probable  ;  however,  it  was,  the  beds  of  the 
mortars  were  in  fome  time  fo  loofened  and  (hattered 
as  to  become  utterly  unferviceable.  * 

Colonel  Moultrie,  who  commanded  in  the  fort, 
received  great  and  deferved  applaufe  from  his  coun- 
trymen for  the  courage  and  conduct  by  which  he 
was  fo  much  dillinguilhed  in  its  defence.  The  gar- 
rifon  alfo  received  a  great  fhare  of  praife,  and  a 
ferjeant  was  alfo  diftinguifhed  by  a  prefent  of  a 
fword  from  the  Prefident  of  the  Colony,  for  a  par- 
ticular a£l  of  great  braver^r. 

*  Including  the  lofs  that  the  Briftol  and  Experiment  fuflain- 
ed,  as  before- mentioned,  there  was  in  the  whole  of  this  unfuc- 
cefsful  engagement,  175  killed,  and  near  the  fame  comple- 
ment wounded,  of  as  brave  men  as  ever  the  Britifli  navy  pro- 
duced. 
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CHAP.     XIL 

The  General  Congrefs  thronv  off  their  allegiance  to  Great  Bri- 
tain,   and   declare  themfehes    an    Independent   Power. . 

Lord,  and  Gen.  Honve  appointed  co??i?niJfioners  for  rejloring 
peace  in  the  Colonies.  Gen.  Hoive,  luith  the  ar7Jiy^  lajid  at 
Staten  IJla?td.  Circular  letter,  fent  by  Lord  Ho^ve  to  the 
Continent,  and  publijhed  by  the  Congrefs.  Letter  to  Gen. 
Wafhyington^  refufed.  Cofiference  het^veen  Adjutant  Gen, 
Pater fn,  aud  Gen.  JVaJhington.  Plots  at  Nenv  Totik,  and 
Albany.  Ariny  landed  at  Long  Ifland.  Americans  ^defeated 
ivith  great  lofs.  Retire  filently  from  their  camp,  and  quit 
the  ijland.  Gen.  Sullivan  fent  upon  parole  ivith  a  mej/hge 
from  Lord  Honxje  to  the  Congrefs.  Fruitlefs  conference  betiveen 
his  Lordflnp  a?id  a  Committee  of  the  Congrefs.  Defcent  on 
Tork  If  and  ;  City  of  Neiu  Tork  taken  ;  Jet  on  fire,  and  a 
great  part  burnt.  Ar??iy  pafs  through  the  dangerous  naviga- 
tion  called  Hell  Gate  ;  lafid  at  Frog's  Keck  ;  Jkir?nify  at  the 
White  Plains.  Forts  Waflnngton  and  Lee  taken,  and  the 
nubole  of  Tork  If  and  reduced.  Jsf'f)'^  overrun.  Rhode 
If  and  reduced, 

URING  the  foregoing  tranfactions,  the  Con- 
grefs took  an  opportunity  of  feeling  the  ge- 
neral pulfe  of  the  people,  and  of  preparing  them 
for  the  Declaration  of  Independency  which 
was  to  follow  by  a  kind  of  Circular  Manifcfto  to  the 
feveral  Colonies,  dating  the  caufes  which  rendered 
it,  as  they  faid,  neceilary,  that  all  authority  under 
the  crown  iliould  be  totally  fuppreffed,  and  all  the 
powers  of  government  taken  refpeclively  into  their 
own  hands.  In  fupport  of  this  polition  they  inflan- 
ced  the  'Prohibitory  Ad,  by  which  they  were  exclud- 
ed from  the  protedion  of  the  crown  ;  the  rejedion 
of  their  petition  for  redrels  of  grievances  and  re- 
conciliation ;  and  the  intended  exertion  of  all  the 
force  of  Great  Britain,  aided  by  foreign  mercena- 
ries, for  their  dellruftion.  They  concluded  w^ith  a 
recommeiidation  to  thefe  Colonies  ;  whole  govern- 
nv^-nt  was  not  already  futficicnt,  to  proceed  to  the 
eliablilhment  of  fuch  a  form,  as  w^as  necefiary  to  the 
preiervation  of  internal  peace,  and  fuited  to  the 
prcfent  exigency  of  their  affairs,  for  the  defence  of 

their 
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their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  againil  the  hof-  1776. 
tile  invafions,  and  cruel  depredations  of  their  ene-  ^^^^^^^^ 
mies. 

Penfylvania  and  Maryland  were  the  only  Colo- 
nies that  in  that  part  oppofcd  the  edablilliment  of  a 
new  government,  and  the  declaration  of  Indepen- 
dency. A  majority  in  the  aifembly  of  the  form-er, 
though  eager  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  regarded 
with  horror  every  idea  of  a  total  feparation  from 
the  parent  flate.  But  though  they  knew  that  great 
numbers  in  the  Province  held  fimilar  fentiments, 
they  were  alfo  fenfible,  that  the  more  violent  formed 
a  very  numerous  and  powerful  body  5  -that  they  had 
alreadv  taken  fire  at  their  hefitation,  and  confidercd 
them  rather  as  fecret  enemies,  than  luke-warm 
friends.  Their  fituation  was  befides  difficult.  If 
they  broke  the  union  of  the  Colonies,  and  thereby 
forfeited  the  afliftance  and  prote6lion  of  the  others, 
they  had  no  certainty  of  obtaining  a  redrefs  of  thofe 
grievances,  nor  the  fecurity  of  thofe  rights,  for 
which  they  were  as  wilhng  to  contend  in  their  own 
way  as  the  moll  violent ;  but  were  not  yet  willing 
to  give  up  all  hope,  nor  to  break  off  all  poffibility  of 
accommodation.  Thus  critically  circumllanced  they 
declared  that  the  queftion  of  Independence  was  a 
matter  of  too  great  importance  for  them  to  decide 
finally  upon,  and  that  they  would  therefore  refer  it  to 
their  conflituents  together  with  the  arguments  which 
had  been  ufed  on  both  lidcs  of  the  queilion. 

It  was  manifellly  a  ifep  from  which  it  v/ould  not 
be  ealy  to  retreat.  On  one  hand,  the  feparation 
from  Great-Britain,  even  if  it  could  be  finally  ac- 
compliflied,  muft  be  attended  with  many  evident 
inconveniences.  The  protection  of  the  great  pa- 
rent Hate,  and  the  utility  of  the  power  of  a  com- 
mon fovereign  to  balance  ^o  many  feparate,  and, 
poiiibly,  difcordant  commonwealths,  befides  many 
poUtical  and  many  commercial  advantages  derived 

from 
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1 7*75,  from  the  old  union,  mufl  appear  in  a  clear  light  to 
'^^"^^'"^^  every  fober  and  difcerning  perfon.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  faid,  that  their  liberty  was  their  firfl 
good,  without  which  all  the  other  advantages  would 
be  of  no  value.  That  if  they  were  to  fubmit  to  a 
great  (landing  army,  compofed  of  foreigners  as 
well  as  Englifli,  compofed  in  part  even  of  their  own 
flaves,  and  of  favages,  what  terms  were  they  to 
hope  for  ?  The  moment  their  arms  were  laid  down 
they  muft  be  at  the  mercy  of  their  enemy.  For 
what  end  did  they  take  up  thefe  arms  ?  If  it  was  to 
fecure  their  liberty,  to  lay  them  down  without  that 
fecurity,  would  be  to  own  that  their  firfl:  refiflance 
was  caufelefs  rebellion ;  and  the  pardon  offered, 
was  the  only  fatisfadion  for  the  prefent,  or  fecurity 
for  the  future,  they  were  given  to  expect.  Did 
they  refill  power  only  to  obtain  a  pardon  ?  Were 
they  fo  abiurd  originally,  or  are  they  fo  cowardly ' 
now  ?  If  then  their  objed  is  refufed  to  all  the  en- 
treaties by  Great-Britain  ;  if  fhe  abandons  them  to 
'  plimderwithout  redemption,  except  on  unconditional 

iubmiiiion,  how  is  the  objed:  of  their  refiflance  to 
be  obtained  ?  By  war  only.  But  as  long  as  they 
acknowledged  the  claims  of  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain,  fo  long  will  their  councils  and  generals  be 
deflitutc  of  all  civil  and  military  authority.  The 
war  they  carry  on  muft  of  courfe  be  irregular, 
feeble,  and  without  the  fmallefl  profpe(Sl:  of  fuccefs. 
Orders  will  be  given,  which  none  will  be  obliged  to 
obey  ;  and  conipiracies  and  mutinies  will  be  formed, 
which  none  will  have  a  juft  power  to  punifh  or  re- 
prefs.  Neither  will  any  foreign  power  give  them 
any  fiipport  againfl  the  hodile  combination  of  Gi'eat 
Britain,  and  io  many  foreign  powers  as  ihe  has 
called  to  her  aflillance,  fo  long  as  they  hold  tliem- 
felves  to  be  fubjecls.  We  do  not  break  the  con- 
nection (faid  they),  it  is  already  broke  and  diflolved 
by  an  atl  of  parliament ;  and  thus  abandoned,  all 
laws  human  and  divine,  not  only  permit,  but  de- 
mand 


Chap.  XII.  Civil  War  //z  A  M  E  R  I  C  A.         [325 

mand  of  us,  to  provide  every  internal  and  external,    ^T"]^- 
jneans  for  our  own  prefervation.  v^y^w^ 

In  thefe  fentiments,  by  a  reference  to  the  people, 
the  matter  was  brought  to  a  fair  trial  of  ilrength 
between  the  two  parties  ;  when  it  w^as  carried  by 
great  majorities,  that  the  Delegates  Ihould  agree  to 
the  determination  of  the  Congrefs.  This  decifion, 
however  occafioned  much  diifention  in  the  Province, 
and  founded  a  confiderable  party  in  opppfition  to 
the  prefent  government. 

In  Maryland,  the  delegates  were  inftruded  by  a 
majority  of  feven  counties  to  four,  to  oppofe  the 
queftion  of  Independency  in  the  Congrefs  ;  which 
they  accordingly  did  ;  and  having  given  their  votes, 
withdrew  totally  from  that  affembly.  But  the  hor-  - 
ror  of  being  fecluded  and  abandoned,  together 
with  the  reproaches  of  the  others,  and  perhaps  the 
dread  of  their  refentment,  foon  gave  a  new  turn  to 
their  con  dud,  if  not  the  difpofition  of  that  pro- 
vince. The  delegates  were  again  inftruded  to  re- 
turn to  the  Congrefs,  and  to  ad  there,  as  they 
thought  bed  for  the  intereft  of  their  country.  This 
compleated  the  union  of  the  colonies  in  that  mea- 
fure. 

The  fatal  day  at  length  arrived,  which,  (however  j^j,  .^j^^ 
the  final  confequences  may  be)  muft  be  deeply  re- 
gretted by  every  true  friend  to  the  Bridfh  empire,  ^eclar: 
when  thirteen  EngliJJj  colonies   i?i  Ainerica^  declared  J  , 
themfelves  free  ^;z^  independent y?^/^j  ;*  abjured  ^jence. 
all  allegiance  to  the  Britilh  crown,  and  renounced 
all  political   connedion  with  this   country.     Such 
are  the   unhappy  confequences  of  civil  contention. 
Such  the  efFeds  that  may  proceed  from  too  great  a 
jealoufy  of  power  on  the  one  fide,  or  an  ill-timed 
doubt  of  obedience  on  the  other. 

There 

*   See  Appendix. 
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1776.  There  were  three  principal  obje6ls  propofed  im 
\.y^^r^  the  condud  of  the  Britilh  forces  in  the  prefent  cam- 
paign. The  firll  was  the  reUef  of  Quebec,  and  the 
redemption  of  Canada,  which  aUb  included  the  fub- 
fequent  invafion  of  the  back  parts  of  the  Colonies 
by  the  way  of  the  lakes.  The  fecond  was  the 
making  a  Itrong  imprefTion  on  the  fouthern  colo- 
nies, which  it  was  hoped  would  at  lead  have  fuc-v. 
ceeded  fo  far  as  to  the  recovery  of  one  of  them. 
The  third  was  the  gr^nd  expedition  againfl  the  city 
and  province  of  New-York. 

Of  the  two  collateral  parts  of  this  plan  we  have 
already  feen  the  event,  fo  far  as  the  hrft  was  yet 
capable  of  being  carried  into  execution.  On  the 
third,  the  greateil:  hopes  of  fuccefs  were  not  unjuft- 
ly  founded.  Much  the  better  part  of  the  province 
of  New-York  is  inclofed  in  iilands,  which  -being 
long  and  narrow,  were  expofed  on  all  fides  to  the 
holtilities  of  our  fleets',  and  to  the  defcents  of  our 
troops,  with  every  advantage  in  their  favour,  whilfl 
they  continued  in  a  ilate  of  enmity.  When  re- 
duced, the  protection  of  the  Ihips  of  wat  would  be 
as  effedlual  in  their  prefervation,  as  their  hoftility 
had  been  in  their  redudion.  The  central  fituatiou 
of  this  Province  afforded  great  advantages.  The 
war  could  be  carried  on  with  equal  facility  either 
in  Connedicut,  and  the  Continent  of  New- York 
on  the  eailern  fide,  or  m  New  Jerfey,  and  from 
thence  to  Penfylvania  on  the  weitern  ;  or  it  might 
be  transferred  to  and  from  either  at  pleafure.  So 
that  this  pofition  enabled  the  Britilh  commander  to 
prefcribe  the  fcene  of  adion,  -and  to  quit  it  when 
he  liked;  while  if  the  army  was  withdrawn  from 
the  field,  he  might  by  the  means  of  the  great  North 
river,  and  the  different  channels  between  the  iflands 
and  the  main  land,  with  his  fliips  and  detachments 
hcirrafs  and  ruin  the  adjoining  countries ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  Provincials  however  powerful 
could  make^  no  attempt  on  the  ifiands,  that  would 

not 
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not  be  attended  \vith  the  greatefl  difadvantages,  1776.  ■ 
and  liable  to  the  mofl  imminent  danger.  Another  v^^'^^w 
great  object  in  view  from  this  lituation  was,  that  if 
General  Carleton  could  penetrate  to  Hudfon's  or 
the  great  North  river.  General  Howe  might  thereby 
totally  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  nor- 
thern and  fouthern  provinces.  To  crown  theie 
advantages,  Long  liland  which  is  very  fertile  in 
wheat  and  all  other  corn,  and  abounded  with  herds 
and  flocks,  was  deemed  almofl  equal  in  itfeif  to  the 
maintenance  of  an  armv.  The  inhabitants  were 
alio  fuppofed  to  be  in  general  well  affedfed  to  the 
rovai  caufe. 

The  attainment  of  thefe  great  objeds,   and  the  r^^^^  ^  ^^ 
Gondud  of  the  grand  armament  which  was  neceffary  ^es  under 
to  the  purpofe,  were  committed  to  Admiral  Lord  Lord  and 
Howe,  and  his  brother  the  General ;  men  who  ftood  General 
high   in  the   opinion  and  confidence  of  the  nation,     -^^^ 
as  well  from  their  own  merit  and  fervices,  as  from  nature  of 
the  military  chara<Sler  and  bravery  of  the  family,  their 
To  this  fervice  was  allotted  a  very  powerful  army,  comnfiif* 
confiding:    befides  the  national  forces,    of   about  ^^^"^  ^^^ 
1 3,000  Heflians  and  Waldeckers.    The  whole  force,  ^^  °""S 
if  the   different   parts  of  which  it  was  compofed  tj^^  colo- 
could  have  been  united  in  the  beginning  of  the  cam-  nies. 
paign,   it  was  fuppofed,   would  have  amounted  to 
about  35,000  men.     It  will  be  eafily  conceived  by 
thofci  acquainted  with  military  affairs,  that  all  cal- 
culations of  this  nature,  though  founded  upon  the 
bell  official  information,  will  far  exceed  even  at  a 
much  nearer  diftance  than  America,  the  real  effec- 
tive number  that  can  ever  be  brought  to  action. 
This  force,  when  united,  was,  however,  truly  for- 
midable, and  fuch  as  no  part  of  the  nev/  world  had 
ever  feen  before.     Nor,  w^as  it,  perhaps,  ever  ex- 
ceeded by  any  army  in  Europe  of  an  equal  number, 
whether  confidered,  with  refped:  to  the  excellency 
of  the  troops,  the  abundant  provifion  of  all  manner 
of  military  ffores,  and  warlike  materials,   or  the 
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1776.  goodnefs  and  number  of  artillery  of  all  forts  with 
^-'^vxj  which  it  was  provided.  It  was  befides  fupported  by 
a  very  numerous  fleet,  particularly  well  adapted  to 
the  nature  of  the  fervice.  Befides  their  military 
powers  the  General  and  Admiral  were  appointed 
the  commiiTioners  under  the  late  Acl  of  Parliament, 
for  refloring  peace  to  the  Colonies,  and  for  grant- 
ing pardon  to  fuch  as  Ihould  defcrve  the  Royal 
mercy. 

The  fituation  of  the  army  at  Halifax,  and  the 
long   ftay  of   above   two    months,    which   it   was 
obliged  to  make  there,  flill  waiting  the  arrival  of 
fome  of  the  reinforcements  from  England  to  enable 
it  to  go  upon  fervice,  was  neither  pleafmg  to  the 
General  nor  comfortable   to  the  men.     The   coun- 
try was  in  no  fituation  to    afford  them  a  fufficient 
fupply  of  provifions   or  neceffaries  ;  nor    was   the 
place     even     capable    of    providing    quarters    on 
fhore,   for  the  private  men,  who  were  obliged  to 
continue  on  board    the  fhips  during  the  whole  of 
their  flay.     As  the  fummer  advanced,  the  General 
grew  impatient   at  the  delay,    and  was   probably 
further  urged  by  the  fcarcity  of  provifions.     He  ac- 
G  ffoiue  co^di^g^Yj   without  waiting  for  his  brother,  or  the 
with  the '  expected   reinforcements,   departed   with  Admiral 
army,        Shuldham,  and  the  fleet  and  army,  from  Halifax, 
leaves       about  the  I  oth  of  Tune,  and  near  the  end  of  the 
naiiiax.    j^ionth,  arrived   at  Sandy  Hook,  a  point   of  land 
that  fl:ands   at  the  entrance  into  that  confluence  of 
founds,  roads,  creeks,  and  bays,  which  are  formed 
by  New- York,  Staten,  and  Long  Iflands,  the  con- 
tinent on.  either  fide,  with  the  North  and  Rare- 
ton  rivers. 

Is  joined  On  their  paflage  they  were  joined  by  fix  tranf- 
t'y  fix  ports  with  Highland  troops  on  board,  who  were 
tranf-  Separated  from  feveral  of  their  companions  in  the 
wlth^  voyage.  It  appeared  foon  after,  that  fome  of  the 
troops,      niifling  fliips,  with  about  450  foldiers,  and  feveral 

officers, 


Chap.  XIL        Civil  War  //2  A  M  E  R  I  C  A.  [329 

officers,  were  taken  by  the  American  cruizers,  1776. 
The  General  found  every  approachable  part  of  v.^^vn-'. 
the  iiland  of  New-York  ilrongly  fortified,  defended 
by  a  numerous  artillery,  and  guarded  by  little  lefs 
than  an  army.  The  extent  of  Long  Ifland  did  not 
admit  of  its  being  fo  flrongly  fortihed,  or  fo  well 
guarded  ;  it  was,  however  in  a  powerful  ftate  of 
defence ;  had  an  encampment  of  confiderable 
force  on  the  end  of  the  ifland  near  New-York,  and 
feveral  works  thrown  up  on  the  mofl  acceffible 
parts  of  the  coafts  as  well  as  at  the  flrongeft  inter- 
nal pafies. 

Staten  Ifland,  being  of  lefs  value  and  confequence,  July  34 
was  lefs  attended  to.     The  General  landed  without  They 
oppofition,  to  the  great  joy  of  thofe  of  the  inhabi-  land  at 
tants  who  had  fuifered  for  their  loyalty  ;  and  the  fl^^^^ 
troops  being  cantoned  in  the  villages  received  plen-  3^^^"^/^ 
ty  of  thofe  refrefhments  which  they  fo  much  want-  joined 
ed.     He  was  met  by  Governor  Tryon,  with  feveral  there  by 
well  afFecbed  gentlemen  who  had  taken  refuge  with  feveral 
him  on  board  a  fhip,   at   Sandy  Hook,  who  gave  Wahfts. 
him   a  full  account   of  the  ilate  and  difpofition  of 
the  Province,  as  well  as  of  the  ftrength  of  the  ene- 
my.    He  had   the  fatisfadion  of  being  joined  by 
about  fixty  perfons  from  New-Jerfey,   who  came  to 
take  arms  in  the  royal  caufe,  and  about  200  of  the 
militia  of  the  ifland  were  embodied   for  the  fame 
purpofe  ;  which  afforded  the  pleafmg  profped,  that 
when  the    army  was  in  force  to  march   into   the 
country  and  proted   the    royalifts,  fuch   numbers 
would  join  it,  as  would  contribute  not   a  little  to 
bring  the  prefent  troubles  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion. 

Lord  Howe  arrived  at  Halifax,  about  a  fortnight 14. 

after  his  brothers  departure,   from  whence  he  pro-  Ld  Honjje 
ceeded  to  Staten  Ifland,  where  he  arrived  before  the  arrives  at 
middle  of  July.     His  firfl  ad  was   to  fend  afliore,  ^^^^^'^' 
by  a  flag,  a  Circular  l^etter  ta  the"  feveral  late  Go- 

U  u  vernor^ 
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J776.  vernors  of  the  Coloriics,*  acquainting  them' with 
'^■^''^^^  his  civil  and  miHtary  powers,  and  dcfiring  that 
Circular  they  would  pubHfh,  as  generally  as  poflible  Vor  the 
letter,  information  of  the  people,  a  Declaration  which  ac- 
IA.Hoiue  companied  the  letter.  In  this  piece  he  informed 
to  the  '■.•~'^-  -    the 


CGntinent 


*  Genuine  Corre/po/idence  betivf en  Lord  Howt  and  Dr.  Franklin. 

As  the  fubjed  of  the  following  aufkentic  letters^  the  time  when 
they  were  written,  and  the  rank  and  reputation  of  the 
writers,  render  them  of  much  importance  to  the  public, 
we  cannot  doubt  of  their  being  acceptable  to  the  generality 
of  our  readers. 

Eagle j  jf tine  20y   1 776. 

**  I  cannot,  my  worthy  friend,  permit  the  letters  and  parcels 
which  I  have  fent  you,  in  the  ilate  I  received  them,  to  be  landed, 
without  adding  a  word  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  injurious  extre- 
mities in  which  our  unhappy  difputes  have  engaged  us. 

**  Yon  will  learn  the  nature  of  my  miflion  from  the  official 
difpatches  which  I  have  recommended  to  be  forwarded  by  the 
fame  conveyance.  Retaining  all  the  earneftnefs  I  ever  exprcfTed, 
to  fee  our  differences  accommodated,  I  fhall  conceive,  if  I  meet 
with  the  difpofitlon  in  the  colonies  which  I  was  once  taught  to 
expect,  the  mofl  flattering  hopes  of  proving  ferviceable,  in  the 
objedls  of  the  king's  paternal  folicitude,  by  promoting  the 
eftablifhmeht  of  lafting  peace  and  union  with  the  colonies.  But 
if  the  deep-rooted  prejudices  of  America,  and  the  neceffity  of 
preventing  Her  trade  from  pafling  Into  foreign  channels,  muil 
keep  us  lliil  a  divided  people^  I  fliall,  from  every  private,  as  well 
as  public  motive,  moll  heartily  lament  that  It  Is  not  the  moment 
wherein  thofe  great  obje6^s  of  my  ambition  are  to  be  attained; 
and  that  I  am  to  be  longer  deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  affure 
you  perfonally  of  the  regard  with  which  I  am 

"  Your  hncere  and  faithful 
Humble  fervant 

Howe. 

-  ',*  P.  S.  I  was  difappolnted  of  the  opportunity  I  expeded 
for  fending  this  letter  at  the  time  it  was  dated,  and  have  been 
ever  fmce  prevented  by  calms  and  contrary  winds,  from  getting 
here  to  Inform  General  Howe  of  the  commlffion  with  which  I 
have  the  fatisfaftion  to  be  charged,  and  of  his  being  joined  in  it. 

Off  Sandy  Hook,  12  July, 
Superfcribed  ,  _ 

To  Benjamin  Franklin-, 
Efq.  Philadelphia."    • 
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the  people  of  the  powers  of  which  his  brother  and  jyj^"- 
he  were  endued  under  the  late  a(^  of  parhament,   ^^-o:^^ 

or 

.  **  Philadelphia,  July  Z^t    V776. 
**  I  Received  fafe  the  letters  your  lordililp  fo  kindly  forward- 
ed to.  me,  and  beg  you  to  except  my  thanks. 

**  The  official  difpatcheS  to  which  you  refer  me,  eontain 
nothing  more  than  \vc  had  feen  in  the  aft  of'  parliament,  viz. 
offers  of  pardon  upon  fubmiflion  ;  which  I  was  forry  to  find,  as 
it  mull  give  your  lordfhip  pain  to  be  fent  fo  f  ar  on  fo  hopelefs 
a  bufinefs.  ,  .  ■ 

f<  Direftin^  pardons  to  be  offered  to  the  colonies  who  are  th,e 
very  parties  injured,  expreffes  indeed  that  opinion  of  our  igno- 
rance, bafenefs  and  infenfibility,  which  your  uninformed  and 
proud  nation  has  long  been  pkafed  to  entertain  of  us  ;  but  it 
can  have  no  other  effed  than  that  of  encreafrng-our  refentment. 
It  is  impoffible  we  fhould  think  of  fubmiffion  to  a  government 
that  has,  wath  the  moft  v/anton  barbarity  and  cruelty,  burnt  our 
defencelefs  towns,  in  the  midff  of  winter  ;  excited  the  favages 
to  rnaffacre  peaceful  farmers,  and  our  Haves  to  murder  their  maf- 
ters  ;  and  is  even  now  bringing  foreign  mercenaries  to  deluge 
our  fettlements  with  blood.  Thefe  atrocious  injuries  have  ex- 
tinguifned  every  fpark  of  affedion  for  that  parent  country  we 
once  held  fo  dear  :  but  were  it  poffible  for  us  to  forget  and  for- 
give them,  it  is  not  poffible  fur  you,  I  mean  the  Britifh  nation, 
to  forgive  the  people  you  have  fo  heavily  injured  :  you  can  never 
confide  again  in  thofe  as  fellow-fubjedls,  and  permit  them  to 
enjoy  equal  freedom,  to  whom,  you  know,  you  have  given  jull 
caufes  of  lafting  enmity  ;  and  this  muff  impel  you,  if  we  are 
again  under  your  government,  to  endeavour  the  breaking  our 
fpirit  by  the  fevereff  tyranny,  and  obftruaing,  by  every  means 
in  your  power,  our  growing  ftrength  and  profperity. 

"  But  your  lordffiip  mentions,  <  the  king's  paternal  folici- 
tude  for  promoting  the  eftablifhment  of  laffing  peace  and  union 
with  the  colonies.'  If  by  peace  is  here  meant  a  peace  to  be 
entered  into  by  diftintl  ffates,  now  at  war,  and  his  majefty  has 
given  your  lordfliip  power  to  treat  with  us  ;  of  fuch  peace,  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  though  without  authority,  that  I  think  a 
treaty  for  that  purpofe  not  quite  imprafticable,  before  we  enter 
into  foreign  alliances  :  but  I  am  perfuaded  you  have  no  fuch 
powers.  Your  nation,  though  (by  punifldng  thofe  American 
o-overnors  who  have  fomented  the  difcord,  rebuilding  our  burnt 
towns, and  repairing  as  far  as  poffible,  the  mifchlefs  done  us)  {h^ 
mio-ht  r^ecover  a  great   (hare   of  our  regard,  and  the   greateft  ' 
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1775.    of  granting  general  or  particular  pardon  to  all  thole, 
'^•vnj   who,    in  the  tumult   and    diiafler  of  the    times, 

might 

/hare  of  our  growing  commerce,  with  all  the  advantages  of 
that  additional  ftrength,  to  be  derived  from  a  friendfhip  with 
us  ;  yet  I  know  two  well  her  abounding  pride,  and  deficient 
wifdom,  to  believe  flie  will  ever  take  fuch  falutary  meafures.  Hef 
fondnefs  for  conqueft,  as  a  warlike  nation  ;  her  lull  of  domi- 
nion, as  an  ambitious  one  ;  and  her  thirll  for  a  gainful  mono- 
poly, as  a  commercial  one,  (none  of  them  legitimate  caufes  of 
war)  will  all  join  to  hide  fram  her  eyes  every  view  of  her  true 
intereft,  and  will  continually  goad  her  on,  in  thefe  ruinous  dif- 
tant  expeditions,  fo  deftrudive  both  of  lives  and  of  treafure,  that 
they  muft  prove  as  pernicious  to  her  In  the  end,  as  the  Croifades 
formerly  were  to  molt  of  the  nations  in  Europe. 

"  I  have  not  vanity,  my  lord,  to  think  of  intimidating,  by 
thus  predlfting  the  effeds  of  this  war  ;  for  I  know  it  will  in 
England  have  the  fate  of  all  my  former  predidious,  not  to  be 
believed,  till  the  event  fhall  verify  it. 

Long  did  I  endeavour,  \vlth  unfeigned  and  unwearied  zeal, 
to  preferve  from  breaking  that  fine  and  noble  china  vafe,  the 
Britifh  empire  ;  for  I  know,  that  being  once  broken,  the  fepa- 
rate  parts  could  not  retain  even  their  fhares  of  the  ftrength  and 
value  that  exifted  in  the  whole  ;  and  that  a  perfe6l  re- union  of 
thefe  parts  could  fcarce  ever  be  hoped  for.  Your  lordfhip  may 
poflibly  remember  the  tears  of  joy  that  wet  my  cheeks,  when  at 
your  good  fiiler's  in  London,  you  once  gave  me  expectations 
that  a  reconciliation  might  foon  take  place.  I  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  find  thefe  expectations  difappointed,  and  to  be  treated 
as  the  caufe  of  the  mifchief,  I  was  labouring  to  prevent.  My 
confolation  under  that  n^roundlefs  and  malevolent  treatment  waE» 
that  I  retained  the  friendfhip  of  many  wife  and  good  men  in 
that  country,  and  among  the  reft,  fome  Ihare  in  the- regard  of 
Lord  Howe. 

**  The  well-founded  eftecm,  and  permit  me  to  fay,  affe^Llon 
which  I  fhall  always  have  for  your  lordfhip,  make  it  painful  for 
me  to  fee  you  engaged  in  conducing  a  war,  the  great  ground  of 
which,  as  defcribed  in  your  letter,  *  is  the  necefiity  of  prevent- 
ing the  American  trade  from  palTing  into  foreign  channels  :'  to 
me  it  fecms  that  neither  the  obtaining  or  retaining  any  trade, 
how  valuable  foever,  is  an  objeft  for  which  men  may  juftly  fpill 
each  others  blood  ;  that  the  true  and  fure  means  of  extending 
and  fccuring  commerce,  are  the  gpodnefs  and  cheapnefs  of 
commodities  ;  and  that  the  profits  of  no  trade  can  ever  be  equal 
to  the  cxpence  of  compelling  it,  and  holding  It  by  fleets  and 

armies. 
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might  have  deviated  from  their  juft  allegiance,  and  1776. 
who  were  wiUing  by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their  duty,  v^^^^'^sj 
to  reap  the  beneiits  of  the  royal  favour5  and  of  de- 
claring any  colony,  province,  county,  town,  port, 
diflrid,  or  place,  to  be  at  the  peace  of  his  Majefty  j 
in  which  cafe,  the  penal  proviuons  of  that  law 
would  ceafe  in  their  favour.  It  alfo  promifed  that 
a  due  coniideration  fhould  be  had  to  the  fervices  of 
all  perfons  who  contributed  to  the  reftoration  of  the 
public  tranquility. 

Thefe  papers   being   immediately  forv/arded  by  Re -pub-  - 
General    Waihington    to    the    Congrefs,    were   as  liHied  by 
fpeedlly  publiihed  by  them  in  all  the  news-papers,  tl^c  Con- 
with  a  preface  or  comment  of  their  own,    in  the  ^^^  ^*   t. 
form  of  a  Refolution  ;  that  the  publication  was  in 
order  that  the   people  of  the  united  ftates  might  be 
informed   of  what  nature    are  the   cominiffioners, 
and  what  the  terms,  with  the  expectation  of  which 
the     court   of  Great-Britain  had   endeavoured  to 
amufe  and  difarm  them  ;  and  that  the  fev/  who  llili 
remained  fufpended   by  a  hope  founded   either  in 
the  juftice  or  moderation  of  that  court,  might  now 
at  length  be   convinced,   that   the  valour  alone  of 
their  country  is  to  fave  its  liberties. 

At 
• '  .  h»  ■  

armies.  I  confider  this  war  againft  us,  therefore,  as  both  tmjujl 
and  u'nnji)ife  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  cool  and  difpafiionate 
pofterity  will  condemn  to  infarny  thofe  who  adviled  it ;  and 
that  even  fuccefswill  not  fave  from  fome  degree  of  difhonour 
thofe  who  have  voluntarily  engaged  to  condu<!il  it. 

*'  I  know  your  great  motive  in  coming  hither,  was  the  hope 
of  being  inftrumental  in  a  reconciliation  ;  and  believe,  that 
when  yoiu  find  that  to  be  impofiible,  on  any  terms  given  to  pro- 
pofe,  you  will  relinquifii  fo  odious  a  command,  and  return  to  a 
more  honourable  private  llation. 

**  With  the  greateft  and  mofl  fmcere  refpefl:,  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordftiip's  moft  obedient,  humble 
fervant,  B.  Franklin." 

Directed 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vifcount  Howe. 
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1776.        -At  and  about  the  fame  time,   different  flags  were 
*  '^^^v^-^    fent  a-fliore  by  Lord  Howe,  accompanied  by  foms 
Letter  to   of  his   ofEcers,   with   a    letter  diretled  to  George 
General     Wafliington,  Efq;  which  that  .General  refufed  to  rc- 
Wajivng-  (.gj^.g^  j^g  j^Q^  being  addreffed  with  .the  title,  and  in 
fed.         '-thefojrm,  due  to  the  rank  which  he  held  under  the 
■  United  States.     The  Congreis  highly  applauded  the 
dignity  of  this  conduct  in  a  public  refolution  pafled 
•  for  the  purpofe  ;  by  v/hich  they  dire6led  for  the  fu- 
ture, that  none  of  their  commanders  Ihould  receive 
any  letter  or  meffage  from  the  enemy,  but  fuch  as 
would  be. direcled  to  them  in- the  charaftevs  .which 
they  refpectively  fuftained. 

^Q^{^^      '    At  length,  Adjutant-General  Paterfon  was  fent  t© 

rence  be-   New-York  by  General  Howe,  with  a  letter  addreffed 

tween       .  to  George  Wafliington,  <?cc»  &c.  &c.    That  General 

Adj.  Gem   I'eceived  him  with   great  politenefs,    and  the  ufual 

v^gT   ceremony  of  blindfolding,  in  .paffxP.g  through  the 

Wajhinl--  fortifications,  was  difpenicd  with  in  his  favour.    Tl)e 

ton.  Adjutant  regretted  in  the   name  of  his   principals, 

the  difficulties  which   had  arifcn  with  refpect  to  a,d- 

dreffnig  the  letter  ;   declaring  their  high  efteeiii  for 

his  peribnand  cjiaracter,  and  that  tkey  did  not  mean  to 

derogate  from  the  refpec]:  due  to  his  rank  ;  and  tli^t 

it  was  hoped  the  et  cetera's  would  remove  the  im- 

pedkiieiits   to   their  correfpondence.     The  General 

replied,  that  a  letter   directed  to  any  perlbn  in  a 

public  character  Ihould  have  fome   deicription  or 

indication  of  it,   otherwife  it  would  appear  a  mere 

private  letter ;  that  it  was  true  the   et  cetera's  irh- 

plied  every  thing,  but  they  alfo  implied  any  thing  ; 

and  that  he  lliould  abiblutcly  decline  any  letter  di- 

re£ted  to  him  as  a  private  perfon,  when  it  related-to 

his  public  ftation. 

A  long  conference  enfued  on  the  fubje6l  of  pri- 
foners,  and  the  complaints  which  were  made  on  both 
fides,  particularly  by  the  Congrefs,  relative  to  the 
treatment  they  received.     The  Adjutant  having  ob- 

ferved 
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fcrved  that  the  commiiTioners  were  armed  with  great  1776^ 
powers ;  that  they  would  derive  the  greatdl  plea-  ^^-^^^^^ 
lure  from  effecling  an  accommodation ;  a.nd  that 
himfelt;  wilhed  to  have  that  vifit  conndered  as 
making  the  iirft  atlvanctf  towards  that  delirable  ob- 
jeft  ;  he  received  for  anfwer,  among  other  things-, 
that  by  what  had  appeared,  their  powers  were  only 
to  grant  pardons ;  that  thofe  who  had  committed 
no  fault  vvanted  no  pardon  ;  and  that  they  them- 
feh^es  were  only  defending  what  they  deemed  their 
indifputabie  right.  ThcAdjutant  was  received  by 
General  Wafhington  in  great  military  ftate,  and  the 
jLitmoil  politenefs  was  obferved  on  both  fides. 

Some  fmall  time   previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  pi^^g  ^^ 
fleet  and  army,   plots  in  favour  of  the  royal  caufe  Ne^wTork 
were   difcovered  in  New- York  and  Albany,   which  and^^/- 
were  productive  of  much  trouble.     Some  few  exe-  ^^^^y' 
cutions  took  place,  great  numbers  vv^ere  confined, 
and  many  abandoning  their  houfes,  under  the  ope- 
rations of  their  fears,  were  purfued  as  outlaws,  ancj 
enemies  to   their   country.     The   eftates   of   thofe 
unfortunate  people,  againil  whom  there  were  proofs^ 
were  feized.      In  the   mean  time,    new  forms   of  Conevefs 
government,   (under   the   ufual  title  of  Articles   of  ^^abliih 
Confederation   and  Perpetual   Union,    &c.*)  were  "^"''' 
eftabliihed   in  all  the  colonies,  they  deeming  the  rrovem- 
former  Articles  infufficient  to  co-operate  with  their  n-ient. 
new  fyflem  of  Independence.     Thefe  Articles,  as 
well  as  the  Declaration  of  Independence  were,  pub- 
liihed  in  all  the  colonies,  and  every  where  received 
and  accompanied  with  the  greateft  public  teftimo- 
nials  of  joy.     This  confidence  and  boldnefs  in  the 
midil  of  fo  untried  and  dangerous  a  ftruggle,  and 
at  the  eve  of  fo   foi^iida'ble   an  invaUon,   (hewed 
either  great  prefumption,  a  knowledge  of  internal 
If  rcngth,  or  a  certainty  of  foreign  fupport  at  a  period 
which  appeared  alarming. 

*   The  reader  will  fee  thefe  Articles  ir.fertsd  at  large  :a  the 
Appendix. 
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The  fir  ft  divifion  of  Heflians,  with  the  Britifh 
troops  by  whom  they  were  accompanied,  failed  di- 
redly  from  England  to  Halifax,  as  Lord  Howe  had 
done,  being  ftill  ignorant  of  the  General's  departure 
from  that  place.  By  this  means  the  month  of 
Auguft  was  confiderably  advanced  before  their  arri- 
val at  New- York,  and  it  was  of  courfe  fome  days 
longer  before  any  expedition  of  importance  could  be 
undertaken  by  the  commifTioners.  In  the  mean 
time  they  were  joined  by  Sir  Peter  Parker  and 
General  CHnton,  with  the  fquadron  and  forces  for 
South  Carolina,  as  well  as  by  fome  regiments  from 
Florida  and  the  Weft  Indies-. 

All  the  forces  being  now  arrived,  except  about 
one  half  of  the  HefTians,  vvho  though  on  their  way^ 
were  not  fpeedily  expected,  an  attempt  upon  Long- 
Ifland  was  refolved  upon,  as  being  more  pra6i:icable, 
and  therefore  better  fitted  for  the  firft  eifay  than 
New- York,  as  affording  a  greater  fcope  for  the  dif- 
play  of  military  fkill  and  experience,  and  as  abounding 
with  thofe  fupplies  which  fo  great  a  body  of  men 
as  were  now  alfembled  by  fea  and  land  neceflarily 
demanded. 


laand. 


Aug.  22.  The  neceflary  meafures  being  taken  by  the  fleet 
Army  f^^  covering  the  defcent,  the  army  was  landed  with- 
laaded  at  out  oppofition  near  Utrecht  and  Gravefend,  on  the 
Long-  fouth-weft  end  of  the  ifland,  and  not  far  from  the 
Narrows  v/here  it  approaches  clofeft  to  Staten-Ifland. 
General  Fntnam  was  at  that  time  with  a  ftrong 
force  encamped  at  Brookland  or  Brooklyn,  at  a 
few  miles  diftance,  on  the  North  coaft,  where  his 
works  covered  the  breadth  of  a  fmall  Peninfula, 
having  what  is  called  the  Eaft  River,  which  fepa- 
rated  him  from  New- York  on  his  left ;  a  marfli, 
which  extended  to  Gowan's  Cove,  on  his  right ; 
with  the  bay  and  Governor's  Ifland  to  his  back. 
The  armies  were  feparated  by  a  range  of  hills  co- 
vered with  wood,  w4iich  interiecl  the  country  from 

eaft. 


P-33^' 


:^^//^:'/^/  I'lTTWAM. 
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eafl,  to  weft,  and  are,  in  that  part  called  the  Heights    1776. 
of  Guana.      The   dired   road  to  the  enemy  lay   ^^-^^^^""^ 
through  a  village  called  Flat  Bulli,  where  the  hills 
commenced,  and  near  which  was  one  of  the  moPc  im- 
portant paflbs.     As  the   army  advanced,  the  north 
coaft  was  to  the  left,  the.fouth  on  the  right,    and 
Flat  Bulh  was  nearly  in  the  center  between  both. 
The  liland  in  that  part  is  kept  narrow  by  Jamaica 
bay,  on  the  right,  but  foon  widens.     General  Put- 
nam had  detached  a  confiderable  part  of  his  army 
to  occupy  the  woody  hills,  and  poffefs  the  pailes  ;  Pofition 
and  if  the  commanders  upon  this  fervice  had  been  of  the 
ikilful  and  vigilant^  they  could  not  have  been  eafily  Provm- 

fX"    \  ci3l  End 

P^^'^^^-  Britifh 

armies, 

Lord  Cornwallis  pulhed  on  immediately,  with  the  previous 
referve,  and  fome  other  troops,  to  Flat  Bufh,  where  to  the  at* 
finding  the  enemy  in  pofTeffion  of  the  pafs,  he  com-  ^^    "" 
plied  with  his  orders  in  making  no  attempt  upon  it.  ifi^nd. 
When  the  whole   army  was  landed,  the  Heilians, 
under  General  Heilter,  compofed  the  center  at  Fiat 
Bulh  ;  Major  General  Grant   commanded  the  left 
wing,  which  extended  to  the  coail ;  and  the  prin- 
cipal army,  containing  much  the  greater  part  of  the 
Britiih  forces,  under  the  command  of  General  Clin- 
ton, Earl  Percy,  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  turned  (hort 
to  the  right,  and  approached  the  oppofite  coalt  at    , 
Flat  Land* 

Every  thing  being  prepared  for  forcing  the  hills, 
and  advancing  towards  the  enemies  lines.  General 
Clinton,  at  the  head  of  the  van  of  the  army,  con- 
fiding of  the  light  infantry,  grenadiers,  light  horfe, 
referve  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  other  corps 
with  fourteen  held  pieces,  began  as  foon  as  it  was 
dark  on  the  night  of  the  l6ih^  to  move  from  Flat 
Land,  and  paiTmg  through  that  part  of  the  country 
called  the  New  Lots,  arrived  upon  the  road  which 
croil'es  the  hills  from  Bedford  to  Jamaica,  where  - 
turning  to  the  left  tov/ards  the  former  of  thele  places, 

'^  X  they 


AT 
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1776.  they  fcized  a  pafs  of  the  utmofl  importance,  which 
^"-^^^  through  fome  unaccountable  and  fatal  neglect  of 
the  enemy's  Generals,  was  left  unguarded.  The 
main  body  under  Lord  Percy  with  ten  field  pieces, 
followed  the  van  at  a  moderate  diftance,  and  the 
way  being  thus  happily  open,  the  whole  army  pafTed 
the  hills  without  noife  or  impediment,  and  defcend- 
ed  by  the  town  of  Bedford  into  the  level  country 
which  lay  between  them  and  Putnam's  lines. 

Aug.  27.  The  engagement  was  begun  early  in  the  morn- 
Attack  i"8"  ^y  t^^  HelTians  at  Flat  Bufli,  and  by  General 
commen-  Grant  on  the  coaft,  and  a  warm  ceamonade,  with  a 
ces.  briilv  fire  of  fmall  arms,  was  eagerly  fupported  on 

both  fides  for  fome  hours.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
fliips  made  feveral  motions  on  the  left,  and  attack- 
ed a  battery  en  Red  Flook,  not  only  to  diflrad  the 
right  oi  the  enemy,  who  were  engaged  with  General 
Grant,  but  to  call  off  their  attention  totally  from 
the  left  and  rear,  where  all  their  danger  lay.  Thofe 
who  oppofed  the  HelTians  in  the  left  were  the  firfl 
apprized  of  the  march  of  the  Britifn  army,  and  of 
their  own  danger.  They  accordingly  retreated  in 
large  bodies,  and  in  tolerable  order,  with  their  ar- 
tillery, in  order  to  recover  their  camp,  but  foon 
found  them.felves  intercepted  by  the  King's  troops, 
who  furioully  attacked,  and  drove  them  back  into 
the  woods.  There  they  again  met  the  Hellians, 
and  were  alternately  chafed  and  intercepted  by  the 
light  infantry  and  dragoons.  In  thefe  defperate 
circumflances,  fome  of  the  regiments,  overpov/ered 
and  outnumbered  as  they  were,  forced  their  way 
to  the  lines,  thro'  all  the  difficulties  and  dangers  that 
oppofed  and  furrounded  them.  Others,  perhaps 
not  lefs  brave,  perifiied  in  the  attempt.  Some  kept 
the  woods  and  efcaped ;  others,  lefs  fortunate, 
were  loft  under  the  fame  protection.  The  nature  of 
the  country,  and  variety  of  the  ground,  occafioned 
a  continuance  and  extention  of  fmall  engagements, 
puriuits,  and  flaughters^  which  laljed  for  many  hours. 

'  Never 
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Never  was   any  body  of  men  more  efFe^lually    1770. 
entrapped  :   their  right,  which  was  engaged  with    "^-^^^^^ 
General  Grant  on  the  coall,  were  fo  late  in  their  Ameri- 
knowledge  of  what  was  pafTmg,    that  they  were  ^^"^  de- 
intercepted  in  their  retreat  by  fome  of  the  Britifh  ^^,|^j^ 
troops,  who,  befides  turning  the  hills  on  their  left,  ^jcat 
had  in  that  morning  traverfcd  the  whole  extent  of  i]augkter. 
country  in  their  rear.     Such  of  thefe   as   did  not 
chufe  to  take  to  the  woods,  which  were  the  greater 
number,  were  obliged  to  throw  themfelves  into  the 
marfh  at  Gowan's  Cove,  which  we  have  already 
taken  notice  of,  where  many  were  drovv^ned,  and 
others  perifhed  more  miferably  in  the  mud  :  a  con- 
fiderable  number,  however,  made  their  efcape  this 
way  to  the  lines,  though  they  were  thinned  in  every 
part  of  the  courfe  by  the  fire  of  the  purfuers. 

Their  lofs  was  reprefented  as  exceeding  3000  An  ac- 
men,  including  about    1000  who  were  taken  pri-  count  of 
foners.     Almoit  a  whole  regiment  from  Maryland,  ^^^^  «-i^led 
confifling  altogether  of  young  men  of  the  beft  fa-  ^^,0^^^^^ 
milies  in  the  country,  was  cut  to  pieces.     Undoubt-  with  the' 
edly  their  lofs  mufl  have  been  great,  though  they  captures 
do  not  acknowledge  any  fuch  number  in  their  ac-  of  l^oth 
counts,  as  that  fpecified  in  the  underneath  return,*  ^**"^i^s. 
tranfmitted  to  government  by  General  Howe. 

This  adion  however  broke  their  fpirits  exceed- 
ingly. They  not  only  loft  a  number  of  their  beil 
and  braveft  men,  but  the  furvivors  loft  that  hope 
of  fuccefs,  and  confidence  in  their  own  prowefs, 
which  are  fo  eifential  to  viftory.  New  foldiers,  in 
the  fulnefs  of  fpirits  and  pride  of  bodily  ftrength, 

can 

*   Return  of  Prifoners  take?!  on  luon^'l^^nd,  z^jth.  Au^.   1776. 
COMMISSIONED      OFFICERS, 

Three  Generals  Three  Colonels. 

Major  Gen.  Sullivan,  Penfylvania  rifle  regiment,     i 

Brig.  Gen.  Lord  Stirling, mufl<eteers,  i 

Brig.  Gen.  Udell,  New  Jerfey  militia  l 

Four 


340] 
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1776,    can  fcarcely  conceive   any  advantage  over  them, 
'<,^':-^^^   which  the  old  can  derive  from  diicipUne  and  a  know- 
ledge 


Brought  over       - 
Four  Lieut.  Colonels, 
Penfilvania  rifle  regiment 

• — militia 

17th  Continental  regiment 

Three  Majors. 
Penfilvania  Militia 
17th  Continental  regiment 
22(1  ditto. 

Eighteen  Captains. 
Penfilvania  ift  reg. 

muflceteers 

'. militia 

1 7th  Continental  reg. 
Train  of  artillery- 
Maryland  Provincials 

Forty-three  Lieutenants 
Provincial  rifle  reg. 
Penfilvania  muflceteers 
'- militia 


I 

2 
I 

I 
I 
I 

2 
4 

5 

4 
I 

•2 

II 
2 
6 


17th  Continental  reg, 

Delaware  battalion 

ill  Bat.  New  York  Conti. 

nth  Bat.  Continental 

New  Jerfey  Militia 

ift  Bat.  Maryland  indep, 

Long-Ifland  militia 

Train  of  artillery 

Maryland  Provincials 

Eleven  Enfigns, 
Penfilvania  muflceteers 
17th  Continental  reg. 
Maryland  Provincials 

STAFF, 
Adjutant 
Surgeons 
Volunteers 
Privates 


49 
6 

2 

5 
I 

I 

2 

2 

I 

$ 

4 

5 

2 


I 

3 

2 

1006 
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49  (Signed)  JOS.  tORING. 

Rekirn  of  BRASSa^id  IRON  Ordnance^  taken  In  this  engagement, 

BRASS. 
I  Five-and-half-inch  howitzer 
4  Six-pounders 
I  Thx'ee-pounder. 

I  R  O  N. 
6  Tiiirty't-.vo-pounders 

1  Twenty-four-pounder 
4  Eighteen-pounders 

2  Twelve-pounders 
2  Nine-pouaders 


8  Six-pounders 
3  Three -pounders 
Total  of  Odnance  32  pieces. 
A  quantity  of  ftiot,  fliclls,  am- 
munition, intrenching  tools, 
fmall  arms,  anumber  of  lon^ 
pikes,  animunition  ^arts  and 
many  other  articles  not  afer- 
tained. 

(Signed)  W.  HOWE, 


Kcturn  of  the  killed-,  ivoiwdedi  and  mijpng  of  his  Majefy^s  forces. 


K  I  L  L  E  D. 

Cap.  Sir  A.  Murray,  17th  reg. 
Lieut,  Col.  Grant,     4,0th 
Cap.   Nelfon,  52d 

Cap.  Logjan,  2d  reg.  marines. 
Second  Lieut.  Lovell,  roy  art, 

3  Serjeants 
53  lUnk  and  File 


WOUNDED. 

Lieut.  Morgan,  17th  reg. 
Capt.  Grove,  2^d  ditto 
L'cut.  Crammond,  42d  ditto 
Lieut.  Mair,  43d  ditto 

Lieut.  Weir,  of  ditto 
Cap.  Brown,  44th  ditto 
Cap.  Kennedy  of  ditto. 

Lieut. 
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ledge  of  their  buiinefs.  And  if  they  are  well  com- 
manded, and  Ikilfully  led  to  action  in  this  temper, 
fo  that  their  opponents  are  deprived  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  turning  thefe  advantages  to  account,  they 
will  do  wonderml  execution  :  for  not  being  yet 
capable  of  thoroughly  comprehending  danger,  nor 
having  known  by  experience  the  pain  and  vexation 
of  wounds,  they  are  often  more  daring,  adventurous, 
and  violent  than  veterans.  But  if,  as  in  the  prefent 
initance,  they  hnd  courage,  and  ilrength  totally  ufe- 
leis ;  that  v.  hen  they  are  making  the  greateft,  and, 
as  they  think,  moil  effccluai  efforts  they  find  them 
all  thrown  away,  and  that  they  arc  furrounded,  over- 
powered, and  deflroyed,  by  means  which  they  can- 
not underftand,  they  withdraw  all  due  confidence 
from  thofe  things  on  which  they  had  before  placed 
too  much,  and  afcribe  an  irrefilfible  power  to  mili- 
tary fkili  and  difcipline,  which  they  do  not  really 
poiiefs.  Thus  they  abandon  their  natural  ilrength,' 
and  it  will  be  fome  tmie  before  they  have  confidence 
enough  in  their  new  knowledge  to  call  it  efieClually 
into  action. 


[34X 
1776. 


Great  errors  feem  to  have  been  committed  on  the 
fide  of  the  provincial  commanders.  They  lay,  that 
a  body  of  not  more  than  four  or  five  thoufand  men 
was  furrounded  by  the  whole  force  of  the  Britiih 
army.     They  endeavour  to   palliate  their  mifcon- 

dv£z 


Lieut.  Brown  of  ditto, 
Lieut,  col.  Monckton,  45th  do 
Lieut.  Powell,  49th  ditto, 
Lieut.  Addifon,  52d  ditto. 
Lieut.  Nugent,  ill  reg.  mar, 
11  Serjeants 
3  Drummers 
231  Rank  and  File 
MISSING. 
Lt.  Rsgg,  2d  reg.  mar.  prif. 
I  Serjeant 
29  Rank  and  File. 
Total  lofsof  Britiih  troops  347 


Hefilan  Troops. 

Major  PaoH.  "^  -d 
Cap.  O*  Reillv.  r  -f 
Lieut.  Donop.  ^  g 
23  Rank  &  file.  J  ^ 
2  Rank  and  file,  killed. 

Total  lofs  of  Heflians,  28. 
(Signed) 

W.  HOWE. 
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1776.  du6l  in  getting  into  that  fituation  by  reprefenting, 
^s^v^  that  they  had  no  idea  that  more  than  about  that 
number  of  Britifh  troops  were  landed  on  the  ifland. 
It  does  appear  as  if"  no  more  had  landed  in  the  firfl 
embarkation,  but  either  from  a  change  or  conceal- 
rnent  of  plan,  very  great  bodies  were  afterwards 
embarked  and  palled.  The  provincials  too,  as  ufual 
With  men  in  misfortunes,  hinted  treachery  in  fome 
of  thofe  who  were  employed  to  difcover  the  motions 
of  their  enemy,  and  to  guard  the  palTes,  by  the 
occupying  of  which  they  had  been  furrounded. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  fpirit  and  alacrity 
fliewn  by  all  the  difl^erent  corps  of  which  the  Britifli 
army  was  compofed  in  this  action.  The  ardour  of 
the  Ibldiers  was  fo  great,  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
the  Generals  could  call  them  off  from  attacking  the 
enemy's  lines,  in  the  eagernefs  of  their  purfuit  after 
the  fugitives.  Nor  is  it  improbable,  in  that  temper, 
that  they  would  have  carried  every  thmg  before 
them.  It  may  be  fuppofcd  that  the  emulation  be- 
tween the  foreign  troops  and  the  Britifn  did  not 
lefTen  the  defire  of  being  diftinguilhed  on  either  fide 
in  this  their  hrfl  action.  Too  much  praife  cannot 
be  given  to  the  ability  which  planned  this  enter- 
prize,  nor  to  the  promptnefs  and  exactitude  with 
w^hich  the  feveral  Generals  carried  their  refpedive 
parts  of  it  into  execution. 

Three  of  the  provincial  commanders ;  viz.  Major 
Gen.  Sullivan,  with  the  Brigadiers  General  Lord 
Stirhng*  and  Udell,  and  10  other  field  officers,  were 

among 

*  As  the  name  of  the  abovementioned  Lord  Sth'ling  is  not 
in  the  11(1  either  of  the  Englifh,  Scotch,  or  Irifh  peers,  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  him  may  be  acceptable  to  our  readers.  His 
father,  Mr.  Alexander,  (for  that  is  his  real  name)  went  over  to 
America  many  years  ago,,  where  he  acqviircd  a  confiderable 
eftatc,  and  where  the  prefent  Lord  Stirling  was,  it  is  believed, 
born.  Upon  the  death  of  Lord  Stirling,  a  Scotch  Peer,  whofe 
same  wa«  Alexander,  either  the  late  or  the  prefent  Mr  Alex- 
ander 


V.>rY^^ 
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among  the  prifoners.  The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  1776. 
Britiih  and  Heluans  was  very  triflmg,  bemg  under 
380  in  killed  and  wounded  ;  of  which  the  latter 
did  not  compofe  one  fifth.  The  victorious  army 
encamped  in  the  front  of  the  enemy's  works  on 
that  evening,  and  on  the  28th,  at  night,  broke 
ground  in  form  at  600  yards  diltance  from  a  redoubt 
which  covered  the  enemy's  left. 

General  Wafhington  pafTed  over  from  New-York 
during  the  engagement,  and  is  faid  to  have  burfi: 
into  a  poignant  exclamation  of  grief  when  he  be- 
held the  inextricable  deftruclion  in  v/hich  fome  of 
his  beft  troops  were  involved.  Nothing  was  now 
left,  but  to  prefers-e  the  remainder  of  the  army  on 
Long-Ifland.  He  knew  that  the  fuperior  power  of 
the  royal  artillery  would  foon  filence  their  batteries, 
and  that  if  their  lines  were  forced,  which,  in  the 
prefent  deprefTion  of  fpirits,  and  comparative  weak- 
nefs  in  number  as  well  as  difcipline,  there  was  little 
hope  of  preventing,  they  mull  ail  be  killed  or  taken. 
If  he  attempted  to  flrengthtn  them  by  reinforce- 
ments from  New-York,  he  hs.zarded  the  lofs  of  that 
illand,  which  was  already  menaced  on  every  fide, 
and  kept  in  continual  alarm  and  appreheniion  by  the 
fleet.  A  danger  not  lefs  than  any  other  was  nill  to 
be  confidered  ;  the  men  of  war  only  waited  for  a 
fair  wind  to  enter  and  take  poireiiion  of  the  Eait 
river,  which  would  have  totally  cut  OiT  all  commu- 
nication between  the  iflands.  In  this  fituation,  no 
hope  remained  but  in  a  retreat  ;  a  matter  of  no 
'  fmall   difficulty  and  danger,  under  the   eye    of  fo 

vigilant 

ander,  came  over  t0  England,  and  laid  cinim  to  the  title.;  \vheri 
the  caufc  was  tried  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  arsd  the  claim  re- 
jefted  ;  the  Lords  forbiddiug  him  to  aiiume  the  titie  on  pain 
of  being  led  round  Weilminller-Hall.  labelled  as  an  impoifer  ~ 
Init  ever  lince,  by  the  courtefy  of  his  coiintryiE.en,  lie  has  been 
diilinguifhed  by  the  titie  of  Lord  vStirling.  Tiie  firft  Lord 
Stirling  obtained  a  grant  of  Long-Ifland  ;  was  the  tirll  that 
fettled  it  with  Britiih  inhabitants  ;  and  was  at  a  preat  extjenct; 
m  luppyiting  tiivm.    lie  aied  in  1640. 


* 
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1776.  vigilant  an  enemy,  and  with  fo  powerful  an  army, 
</^r>u   flufhed  with  fuccefs 5  clofe  to  their  works.     This  ar- 
duous tafk  was,  however,    undertaken,  and  carried 
mto  execution  with  great   abihty  by  General  Wafh^ 
Retire       ington.     In  the    night  of  the    29th,   their   troops 
filently      were  withdrawn  from  the  camp  and  their  bao-ga^re, 
^^^         {lores,  and  part  of  their  artillery,  wefe  conveyed  to 
camp,       ^^^  water  fide,  embarked,   and  pafied   over  a  long 
and  quit    ferry  CO  New-York,  v^^ith  inch  wonderful  filence  and 
the  order,  that  our  army  did  not  perceive  the  leall  mo- 

ifland.  tion,  and  were  iarprized  in  the  morning  at  finding 
the  lines  abandoned,  and  feeing  the  lall  of  the  guard 
(or,  as  they  fay,  a  party  which  had  returned  to  car- 
ry off  fome  fiores  that  were  left  behind)  in  their 
boats,  and  out  of  danger.  Thofe  who  were  beft 
acquainted  with  the  difficulty,  embarraiirnent,  noife, 
and  tumult,  which  attend  even  by  day,  and  no 
enemy  at  hand,  a  movement  of  this  nature  with 
feveral  thoufand  men,  will  be  the  firft  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  this  retreat  Ihould  hold  a  high  place 
among  military  tranfadions. 

Gen.  Sul-      Soon  after  the  retreat  from  Long-Illand,  General 
Jivan  fent  Sullivan  was  fent  upon  parole  with  a  meffage  from 
ro^irvvUh   i^^^^Howe  to  the  Congrefs.     In    this  he   dated, 
a  mef-       ^^^^  though  he  could  not  at  prefent  treat  with  that 
fage  from  aifembly  as  fuch,  yet  he  was  very  defirous  of  having 
L.  Howe  a   conference  with  fome  of  their  members,  whom 
to  the        j^^  would  confider  for  the  prefent  only  as  a  private 
^^^S^^  ^*  gentlemen,  and  would  himfelf  meet  them  at  fuch 
place  as  they  fhould  appoint.     He  faid,  that  he  had 
in  conjunction  with  the  General,  full  power  to  com- 
promiie    the    difpute  between  Great    Britain    and 
America,  upon  terms  advantageous  to  both,  the  ob- 
taining of  which  had  decained  him  near  two  months, 
and  prevented  his  arrival  before  the  Declaration  cf 
Independency  took  place.     That  he   Vi'iflied  a    com- 
pact might  be  fettled  at  this  time,  when  no  deci- 
five  blow  was  (truck,    and  neither    party  could  fay 
thev  were  compelled  to  enter  into  the   agreement. 

That 
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That  if  the  Congrefs  were  difpofed  to  treat,  many  177^. 
things  which  they  had  not  yet  afked,  might  and  v.^^y^s^ 
ought  to  be  granted  to  them  ;  and  that  if  upon  the 
conference  any  probable  ground  of  an  accommo- 
dation appeared,  the  authority  of  Congrefs  muft  be 
afterward^  acknowledged,  or  the  compadl  could  not 
be  complete. 

The  Conorefs  returned  for  anfwer,  that  beinn* 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  Free  and  Independent 
States  of  America,  they  could  not  with  propriety 
fend  any  of  their  members  to  confer  with  him  in 
their  private  characters  ;  but  that  ever  defirous  of 
eftabliihing  peace  on  reafonable  terms,  they  would 
fend  a  committee  of  their  body  to  know  whether 
he  had  any  power  to  treat  Vvdth  perfons  authorifed 
by  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe,  in  behalf  of  America, 
and\yhat  that  authority  was,  and  to  hear  fochpropofi- 
tions  as  he  fliould  think  fit  to  make  reiJDecling  the  fame. 

Dr.  Franklin,    Mr.  Adams,    and  Mr.  Rutledge,  Fmitlefs 
being  appointed  as  a  committee  upon  this  occalion,  confcr- 
waited  accordindy  upon   Lord   Howe    in  Scaten-  ^"^^ 
Ifiand.     The  committee  fum  up  the  account  of  this  j^-g  Lord- 
conference,  which  they  laid  before  the  Congrefs  in  fliip  and  a 
the    following  w^ords  :  "  Upon   the  whole,    it  did  Commit- 
not  appear   to    your  committee,  that  his  Lordlhip's  ^^^  °^  ^"^ 
commillion  contained  any  other  authority  of  impor-  '^^"S^*^  ^• 
tance  than  what  is   contained  in  the  A61  of  Parlia- 
ment,   viz.  That   of  granting  pardons,   with   fuch 
exceptions  as  the  CommiiTioners  Ihall  think  proper 
to  make,  and  of  declaring  America,    or  any  part  of 
it^  to  be  in  the  King's  peace  upon  fubmiflion.     For, 
as  to  the  power  of  inquiring  into  the  flate  of  Ame- 
rica,  which  his  Lordlhip    mentioned  to  us,    and  of 
conferring  and  confuking  with  any  perfon  the  Coni- 
niillioners  might  think  proper,  and  reprefenting  the 
refuit   of  fuch   converiations  to  the  minillry,  (who 
provided    the  Colonies   would   fub  ect   themfelves) 
might   after   ail,   or  might  not,    at   their  pleafure, 

Yy  make 
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make  any  alterations  In  the  former  inflrudions  to 
Governors,  or  propofe  in  Parliament  any  amend- 
ment of  the  a^Sts  complained  of,  we  apprehend  any 
expectation  from  the  effect  of  fuch  a  power  would 
have  been  too  uncertain  and  precarious  to  be  relied 
on  by  America,  had  fhe  flill  continued  in  her  flate 
of  dependence. 

In  this  manner  the  hopes  of  negociation  by  the 
commillioner^  ended.  They  endeavoured  to  make 
amends  for  their  failure  in  their  civil  capacity  by  the 
vigour  of  their  military  operations.  The  royal 
army  being  now  divided  from  the  ifland  of  New- 
York  only  by  the  Eail  river  were  impatient  to  pafs 
that  narrow  boundary.  They  pofled  themfelves 
along  the  coall  wherever  they  could  fee  or  front  the 
enemy,  and  ereded  batteries  to  anfwer,  if  not  to 
fdence  theirs.  A  fleet,  confilling  of  confiderably 
more  than  300  fail,  including  tranfports,  covered 
the  face  of  the  waters,  while  the  fliips  of  war, 
hovering  round  the  ifland,  threatened  deftrudion  to 
every  part,  and  were  continually  engaged  with  one 
or  the  other  of  the  batteries  by  which  it  wasfurround- 
ed.  The  fmall  iflands  between  the  oppofite  fhores 
were  perpetual  objeds  of  contefl,  until,  by  dint  of 
well  ferved  artillery,  the  aid  of  the  fliips  and  the 
intrepidity  of  the  troops,  they  fecured  thofe  which 
were  more  neceiTary  for  their  future  operations. 
Thus,  an  afmofl  conltant  cannonade  was  kept  up  for 
many  days,  and  the  troops  who  had  lb  lately  efcap- 
ed  from  the  mofl  imminent  danger,  had  little  time 
to  quiet  their  apprehenfions. 

Defccnt  Every  thing  being  at  length  prepared  for  a  defcent, 
on  York  feveral  movements  \\ere  made  by  the  fliips  of  war 
liland  jj^  ^^  North  River,  in  order  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  enemy  to  that  fide  of  the  illand.  Other 
^arts  fcemed  equally  threatened,  and  increaied  the 
uncertainty  of  the  real  objecf  s  of  the  attack.  The 
fcizuic  of  the  iuand  of  Montrefor,  near  Hell-gate, 

and 
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and  creeling  a  battery  on  it  to  filence  one  which    1776. 
the  Provincials  had  at  Horen's  Hook,  feemed  to  in-    '^-^^vv^ 
dicate  a  defign  of  landing   in  that  part  which  was 
near  the  centre  of  New-York  Ifiand. 

While    the  provincials  were  in  this  flate   of  un-  Sep.  15th 
certainty,  the  firfl  divilion  of  the  army,  under  the  City  of 
command  of  General  Clinton,  with  Earl  Cornwallis,  AViu- 
Major  General  Vaughan,   Brigadier  General  Lefiie,     J^ 
and   the  Heffian  Colonel  Donop,  embarked  at  the 
head  of  Newtown  bay,  which  runs  pretty  deep  in- 
to Long-Ifland,  and  where  they  were  out  of  all  view 
of  the  enemy.     Being  covered  by  five  fliips  of  war 
upon  their  entrance  into  the  river,  they  proceeded 
to  Kepp's  Bay,   about  three   miles  North  of  New- 
York,  where  being  lefs  expedled  than  in  fome  other 
places,    the    preparations    for   defence   was  not  fo 
great.     The  works,    however,  were  not  inconfider- 
able,  nor  deftitute  of  troops,  but  the  fire  from  the 
fhips  was  fo  inceifant,   and  fo  well  conducted,  that 
they  were  foon    abandoned,  and  the  araiy  landed 
without  oppofition. 

The  enemy  immediately  abandoned  the  city  of 
New-  York,  with  their  other  pods  in  that  part  of  the 
ifland,  and  retired  towards  the  north  end,  Vv'here 
their  principal  ftrength  lay. — They  were  obliged  to 
leave  their  artillery,  which  was  confiderable,  and 
their  military  ftores,  (of  which  except  powder, 
there  were  plenty)  behind.  They  fuicained  fome 
lofs  in  flain,  and  a  greater  in  prifoners,  as  well 
in  the  retreat,  as  in  the  fubfequent  fkirmiilies  which 
took  place  during  the  day.  The  fore  remembrance 
of  their  late  lofs  was  flrongly  vihble  in  every  part 
of  their  conduQ:,  and  their  own  accounts  acknow- 
ledged, that  feveral  of  their  regim*  nts  behaved 
ill. 

A  brigade  of  the  Britifli  army  having  taken  pof- 
feiiiori  of  New-Y  ork,  the   reft  encamped   not  far 

from 
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1776.  from  the  centre  of  the  iiland,  with  the  right  at 
^^^^r^  Horen's  Hook,  on  the  Eaft  river,  and  the  left  at  the 
North  river,  near  Blooniingdale  ;  thus  occupying 
the  extent  of  the  ifiand  from  fnore  to  fliore,  which 
though  about  16  miles  in  leng'lih,  is  not  above  one 
in  breadth,  The  enemy  was  very  itrong  in  the 
north  of  the  ifiand,  where  they  had  great  works 
creeled,  particularly  at  Kingfcridge,. by  which  their 
communication  with  the  continent  of  New-York 
was  kept  open,  where  the  works  wxre  fo  confider- 
able  on  both  fides  of  the  paiTage,  th^t  in  their  pre- 
fent  (late  of  force,  they  feemed  to  defy  all  attempts 
on  either.  Their  neareft  encampment  Vv'as  on  the 
heights  of  Harlem,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile 
.  and  half.  M^Gowan's  pafs,  and  the  ftrong  grounds 
called  Monism's  heights,  iav  between  them  and  Kino-f- 
bridge,  and  vvere  defenfible  againft:  a  very  fuperior 
force.  In  this  ftuation  of  both  armies,  frequent 
fldrmiflies  ofcourfe  happened,  and  it  was  found  by 
,  degrees  that  their  late  appreheiifions  began  to  wear 
away. 

Sep.  20,        General  Howe  had  not  been  many  days  in  pofTcf- 
T..  fion  of  New-York,  when   fome  incendiaries,    who 

JNt'W-  . 

York  fet    P^<^t'^^--'^y  ^^^-^    flayed   behind   and  concealed  them- 

on  fire,      felves  for  that  purpcfe,  being  determined,  if  poliible, 

Jind  to  prevent  its  being  of  any  benefit  to  the  conqueror, 

s^-r.ioft       prepared  comibuffibles  with  great  art  and  ingenuity, 

^^"'•*       and    taking   the    advantage  of  dry  weather   and  a 

brifK  wind,  fet  lire  to  the  city  about  midnight,  in  fe- 

veral  places  at  the  fame   time.     Thus  near  a  third 

of  this   beautiful  citv  was  reduced  to  afhes,  and  no- 

thing    lefs    than    the    courage  and   activity  of   the 

troops,  as  v/ell  as  of  the  failors  who  were  difpatched 

frojn  the  fictt^  could  have  preferved  any  part  of  the 

remainder.     Manv  of- the  v/retches  who  were,  as  it 

is  laid,  concerned  in  this  atrocious  bufnefs,   being 

detected,  experienced  a  iunimary  jiifiice,  and  were 

precipitated    by  the   fury  of  the   foidiers  into  thofe 

Barnes  which  they  had  themfelves  kindled. 

The 
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The  General  perceiving  that  no  attempt  could  be    1776. 
made  on  the    enemy  upon  the  fide   of  New-York,    ^^^^"^^ 
which  would   not  be  attended   with  great  danger,   . 
without  alFording  any  equal  profped  of  fuccefs,  de-  paff^J 
termlned  at  length  upon  a  plan  oi  operation,  which  through 
would  either  obHge  them  to  quit  their  prefent  (Irong  the  dan- 
fituation,  or  render  their  perleverance  in  holding  it  g^^pu^  ^ 
extremely  dangerous.     For  this  purpofe  the  greater  "^^''g^^|; 
part  of  the  army  being  embarked  in  flat  boats  and  Hdl-Pau 
other  fmall  craft  proper  for  the  fervice,    palled  fuc- 
cefsfully  through  the  dangerous  navigation  of  Hell- 
gate,  which  forms   a   communication  between  the 
Ea(t  river   and  the  Sound,  and  landed  at  Frog's-  oa.  ifth 
Neck,  near  the  town  of  Weft  Chefter,    which  lies  ,. 
on   that  part  of  the  continent  belonging  to  New-  ^^^  '^  ^^ 
York,  upon  the  fide  of  Connedicut.  Neck. 

Earl  Percy,  with  two  brigades  of  Britilli  troops, 
and  one  of  HelTian,  continued  in  the  lines  near 
Harlem  to  cover  Nev/-York.  Tiiough  this  move- 
ment was  highly  judicious  in  the  prefent  critical 
Hate  of  things,  it  feems  as  if  it  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely dangerous  if  General  Wafliington  had  com- 
manded a  veteran  army  on  v/hofe  performance  he 
could  rely,  and  that  the  corps  under  Lord  Percy 
would  in  that  cafe  have  been  in  great  danger.  It  is 
however,  to  be  obferved,  that  the  powerful  fleet 
which  furrounded  that  narrow  ifland,  would  have 
afforded  fhelter  and  protection  in  almoft  any  fituation 
to  which  they  could  have  been  reduced.  This  fleet 
was  of  infinite  fervice  in  all  the  operations  of  the 
campaign.  In  this  the  inferiority  of  the  provincials 
w%is  moft  felt,  being  totally  deflitute  of  any  force  of 
that  nature. 

The  army  was  detamed  for  fome  days  at  Frog's 
Neck,  waiting  for  tiie  arrival  of  the  provifions  and 
ffores;,  ?,r^A^^\.  a  rein-brceinent  which  was  drav/n  from 
S^aten  i.^cn^d.  They  th-11  proceeded  through  Pel- 
haiu'?  M.t'ior  to  F.v  :'Iociiciic,  which  lies  on  the 
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1776.  coa-ft  of  the  Sound,  as  that  channel  Is  called,  which 
\^r-n^  feparates  the  continent  from  Long-Ifland.  At  this 
place  they  were  joined  to  a  greater  part  of  a  regi- 
ment of  hght  horfe  from  Ireland,  one  of  the  tranf- 
ports  having  been  taken  in  the  paffage.  They  were 
alfo.  joined  by  a  fecond  divifion  of  HefTians  under 
General  Knyphaufen,  with  a  regiment  of  Waideck- 
ers,  both  of  which  had  arrived  at  New  York  fmce 
the  departure  of  the  army  from  thence. 

The  firfl  obje<5c  of  this  expedition  was  to  cut  olF 
the  communication  betwieen  Wafliington  and  the 
Eaftern  Colonies ;  and  then,  if  this  meafure  did  not 
bring  him  to  an  engagement,  to  enclofe  him  on  all 
fides  in  his  fadnelles  on  the  North  end  of  York- 
Ifland.  The  King's  troous  were  now  mailers  of  the 
lower  road  to  Connefticut  and  Bofton  ;  but  to  gain 
the  upper  it  was  neceuary  to  advance  to  the  high 
grounds  called  the  V/hite  Plains ;  a  rough,  ftony, 
and  mountainous  tract  ;  which,  however,  is  only 
-part  of  the  afcent,  to  a  country  ftiil  higher,  rougher, 
and  more  diilicult.  Upon  the  departure  of  the 
^rmy  to  the  higher  country,  it  was  deemed  necef- 
.fliry  to  leave  the  fecond  divifion  of  Heilians,  with 
the  Waldeck  regiment,  at  New  Rocheile,  as  well 
'  to  preferve  the  communications,  as  to  fecure  the 
fupplies  and  provifions  and  necelTaries  that  were  to 
arrive  at  that  port.  Indeed  the  army  was  now  fp 
powerful,  that  it  was  enabled  to  fupport  every* 
lervice. 

General  Wafliington  was  not  inattentive  to  the 
danger  of  his  fituation.  He  faw,  that  if  he  conti- 
nued where  he  was,  he  would  at  length  be  com- 
pelled to  commit  the  whole  fortune  of  the  v/ar,  and 
the  faFety  of  all  the  Colonies  to  the  hazard  of  a  ge- 
neral enuaeement ;  a  decifion,  of  which  he  had 
every  caufe  to  apprehend  the  event,  and  m  which 
a  defeat, would  be  finid,  as  there  could  fcarcely  be  a 
poilibiiity  of  retreat.     His  army  likewife,  which  had 

been 
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been  difheartened  by  their  late  misfortunes,  was  1776. 
then  much  reduced  by  ficknefs,  which  the  fe verity  v^otn^ 
of  the  fervices,  indifferent  quarters,  infufficient 
cloathing,  the  want  of  fait  and  other  neceliaries, 
joined  to  a  flovenlinefs  generally  prevalent  in  Ame- 
rica, had  rendered  general,  and  very  fatal  in  his 
camp. 

A  grand  movement  was  accordingly  made,  by 
which  the  armv  was  formed  into  a  line  of  fmalL 
detached,  and  entrenched  camps,  vv'hich  occupied 
every  height  and  flrong  ground  from  Valentine's 
Hillnot  far  from  Kinglbridge,  on  the  right,  to  the 
White  Plains,  and  the  upper  road  to  Connecticut, 
on  the  left.  In  this  pofition  they  faced  the  whole 
line  of  march  of  the  King's  troops  at  a  moderate 
dillance,  the  deep  river  Brunx  covering  their  front; 
and  the  North  river  at  fome  diftance  in  their  rear, 
whilft  the  open  ground  to  the  lail  afforded  a  fecure 
paffage  for  their  ffores  and  baggage  to  the  upper 
country.  A  garrifon  was  left  for  the  protection  of 
Fort  Waihington,  the  lines  of  Harlem  and  Kingf- 
bridge. 

In  this  fituation  of  the  enemy,  Gen.  Howe  thought 
it  neceffary  to  proceed  with  great  circumfpeccion. 
The  progrefs  was  fiov/,  the  march  of  the  army 
clofe,  the  encampments  compact,  and  well  guarded 
w^ith  artillery,  and  the  moft  foidier-like  caution  ufed 
in  every  refpect.  This  did  not  reftrain  the  enemy 
from  fending  parties  over  the  Brunx  to  impede  their 
march,  which  occafioned  feveral  fkirmiihes,  in  which 
the  royal  army  were  generally  fuccefsful.  Upon  the 
approach  of  the  army  to  the  White  Plains,  the  ene- 
my quitted  their  detached  camps  along  the  Brunx, 
and  joining  their  left,  took  a  Itrong  ground  of  en- 
campment before  the  Brltiili  on  the  ibrmer.  Sep.  2$. 


,^  Skirmifh 

Cniemy  to  action,   the  army  marched  early  in  the  ^y^jtc 

morn-  Plain. 


Every  thing   being  prepared    for    bringing  the    ^ 
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1776.  morning  in  two  columns  towards  the  White  Plains, 
^^-'"^^'^^  the  left  being  commanded  by  General  Heiller. 
Before  noon,  all  the  enemies  advanced  parties  being 
driven  back  to  their  works  by  the  Light  Infantry 
and  HefTian  ChaiTeurs,  the  army  formed,  with  the 
right  upon  the  road  from  Marmoroneck,  at  about 
a  miles's  diflance  from  their  center,  and  the  left  to 
the  Brunx,  at  about  the  fame  diflanee  from  the  right 
flank  of  their  intrenchments. 

A  body  of  the  enemy  poiI^:::ired  an  advantageous 
ground,  that  was  feparated  from  the  right  iiank  by 
the  Brunx,  and  which  alfo  by  its  windings,  covered 
that  corps  in  front  from  the  left  of  our  army.  As 
this  poll  would  have  been  of  great  confcquence  in 
attacking  that  flank  of  the  entrenchments,  Briga- 
dier General  Lellie,  with  the  fccond  brigade  of  Bri- 
tifh  troops,  the  Hellian  grenadiers  under  Colonel 
Donop,  and  a  battalion  of  that  corps,  vv^ere  ordered 
to  diflodge  the  enemy.  Previous  to  their  attack. 
Colonel  Ralle,  who  commanded  a  brigade  of  the 
Heflians  on  the  left,  had  paifed  the  Brunx,  and 
gained  a  pofh,  which  enabled  him  to  annoy  the 
enemies  flank,  while  they  were  engaged  with  the 
other  forces  in  the  front. 

Though  the  paflage  of  the  river  Vv^as  difficult,  it 
was  performed  with  the  greateft  fpirit,  and  the  28th, 
and  35th  regiments,  being  the  firlt  that  pafl'cd,  form- 
ed with  the  greateil  fteadmefs,  under  the  enemies 
fire  on  the  oppofite  fide  ;  they  then  afcended  a  fl:eep 
hill,  in  defiance  of  ail  opposition,  and  rufning  on 
the  enemy,  foon  routed,  and  drove  them  from 
their  works.  No  lefs  alacrity  was  fliewn  by  the 
other  troops  in  fupporting  thefe  two  regiments. 
The  gaining  of  this  important  poll  took  up  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  Vv^hich  v/as  prolonged  by  the  ene- 
my's fl:ill  fupporting  a  bioken  and  fcattered  engage- 
ment in  defence  of  the-ac|joining  walls  and  hedges. 
In  the  evening,  tlie  Ikiiian  grenadiers  were  ordered 

forward 
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forward  upon  the  heights  within  cannon  fliot  of  the    1776. 
entrenchments,   the  2d  brigade   of  Britifh  formed    ^-^^v^-^ 
in  their  rear,  and  the  two  HelTian  brigades,  on  the 
left  of  the   fecond.     The   right  and  centre  of  the  • 
army  did  not  remove  from  the  ground  upon  which 
they  had  formed.     In  that  pofition  the  whole  army 
lay  upon  their  arms  during  the  night,  with  a  full  in« 
tention  and  in  the  higheft  expectation,  of  attacking 
the  enemy's  camp  the  next  morning. 

It  was  perceived  in  the  morning  that  the  enemy 
had  drawn  back  their  encampment  in  the  night,  and 
had  greatly  llrengthened  their  hnes  by  additional 
works.  Upon  this  account  the  attack  was  deferred, 
and  it  was  thought  necelfary  to  wait  for  the  arrival 
of  the  4th  brigade,  and  of  two  battahons  of  the 
6th,  which  had  been  left  with  Lord  Percy  at  New- 
York.  Upon  the  arrival  of  thefe  troops,  the  ne- 
ceffary  difpofitions  were  made  in  the  evening,  for 
attacking  the  enemy  early  on  the  lafl  of  Odober  ; 
but  an  extreme  wet  night  and  morning  prevented 
this  defign  from  being  carried  into  execution. 

In  the  mean  time.  General  Wafliington  had  not 
the  lead  intention  of  venturing  an  engagement, 
whilft  there  was  a  pofTibility  of  its  being  avoided. 
He  knew  that  delay  was  in  fome  fort  vidory  to  him. 
That  fmall  a6lions,  which  could  not  in  the  leafl 
affed  the  public  fafety,  would  more  efFedually  train 
his  men  to  fervice,  and  inure  them  to  danger,  than 
a  general  adion,  which  might  in  one  day  decide 
their  own,  and  the  fate  of  America.  It  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  in  the  courfe  of  this  campaign, 
and  more  particularly  in  this  part  of  it,  he  fully 
performed  the  part  of  no  mean  commander. 

The  American  accounts  fay,  that  upon  our  cover- 
ing four  or  five  batteries  with  a  powerful  artillery, 
preparatory  to  an  attack,  together  with  the  Gene- 
ral's knowledge  that  by  turning  his  camp,  the  Bri- 

Z  z  tifh 
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1775.  tifli  might  become  poiTefled  of  hills  at  his  back 
^^^^r^  which  totally  commanded  it,  he  found  it  neceffary 
to  change  his  pofition.  He  accordingly  quitted  his 
camp  on  the  night  of  the  ift  of  November,  and 
took  higher  grounds  towards  the  North  Caftle  dif- 
tricl,  having  firfl  fet  fire  to  the  town  or  village  of 
White  Plains,  as  well  as  to  all  the  houfes  and  forges 
near  the  Hnes.  The  Britilh  army  on  the  next  day 
took  polTeiTion  of  their  entrenchment. 

General  Howe  feeing  that  the  enemy  could  not 
be  enticed  to  an  engagement,  and  that  the  nature  of 
the  country  did  not  admit  of  their  being  forced  to 
it,  determined  not  to  lofe  time  in  a  fruitlefs  purfuit, 
and  to  take  this  opportunity  of  driving  them  out  of 
their  flrong  holds  in  York  liland ;  an  operation 
which  their  army  could  not  now  poilibly  prevent. 
For  this  purpofe.  General  Knyphaufen  croiTed  the 
country  from  New  Rochelle,  and  having  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  King's  Bridge  without  oppofition,  entered 
York  liland,  and  took  his  flation  to  the  north  of 
fort  Wafhington,  to  which  the  provincials  had  re- 
tired at  his  approach. 

Fort  Wafhington  lies  to  the  wefl  of  New  -York 
Ifland,  not  far  from  King's  Bridge,  near  Jefiery's 
Hook,  and  almofl  facing  Fort  Lee  on  the  Jerfey 
fide,  from  which  it  was  feparated  by  the  North 
River.  This  work  though  not  contemptible,  was 
not  fufficient  to  refill  heavy  artillery  ;  and  it  was 
by  no  means  of  a  fuilicient  extent  for  any  other 
purpofe  than  the  ftrengthening  of  lines.  But  the 
fituation  was  extremely  flrong,  and  the  approaches 
difficult. 

A  gene-  The  army  having  returned  flowlyby  the  North 
r  a^  ft  ^  River  encamped  on  the  heights  of  Fordham,  at  a 
Fort"  moderate  diflance  from  King's  Bridge,  with  the 
V/a/h-  I'iver  on  its  right,  and  the  Brunx  on  the  left.  Every 
ington.     thing  being  prepared  for  attacking  the  Fort,  and  the 

com- 
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commander  Colonel  Magaw,  refufmg  a  fummons  to  1776. 
furrender,  and  declaring  he  would  defend  it  to  the  ^'-^■^<^^' 
lait  extremity,  a  general  aiTault  was  determined  up-  j^t^v.  13. 
on,  as  faving  the  time  that  would  be  lofl  in  regular 
approaches.  The  garrifon  confifted  of  near  3000 
men,  and  the  Itrong  grounds  round  the  Fort  were 
covered  with  lines  and  works.  Four  attacks  were 
made  at  the  fame  time.  The  firft,  on  the  North  _^  ^^^-^ 
fide,  was  conducted  by  the  General  Knyphaufen,  at 
the  head  of  two  columns  of  HeiTians  and  Wal-  • 
deckers.  The  fecond  on  the  Eaft,  was  led  on  by 
Brigadier  General  Mathew,  at  the  head  of  the  ill 
and  2d  battahons  of  lieht  infantry,  and  two  batta- 
lions  of  guards,  fupported  by  Lord  Cornwallis  with 
the  I  (I  and  2d  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  the 
33d  regiment.  Thefe  forces  croffed  the  Eaft  river 
in  flat  boats,  as  the  provincial  works  there  extended 
the  breadth  of  the  Ifiand,  redoubts  and  batteries 
were  erecled  on  the  oppofite  fliore,  as  well  to 
cover  the  landing  of  the  troops,  as  to  annoy  thofe 
W'Orks  w^hich  were  near  the  water.  The  thh*d  attack, 
which  was  principally  intended  as  a  feint,  to  diftract 
the  enemy,  was  condu&d  by  Lt.  Col.  Sterling, 
with  the  42 d  regiment,  who  palled  the  Eall  river 
lower  down,  between  the  2d  and  4th  attacks.  The 
lafl  attack  was  made  by  Lord  Percy  with  the  corps 
which  he  commanded  on  the  foutli  of  the  Ifiand. 
All  the  attacks  were  fupported  with  a  numerous, 
powerful,  and  well  ferved  artillery. 

The  Heffians  under  General  Knyphaufen  had  a 
thick  w^ood  to  pafs,  where  the  provincials  were  very 
advantageoufiy  pofted,  and  a  warm  engagement 
was  continued  for  a  confiderable  time,  in  which 
the  former  were  much  expofed,  and  behaved  with 
•great  firmnefs  and  bravery.  In  the  mean  tune  the 
light  infantry  landed,  and  were  expofed  both  be- 
fore and  after  to  a  very  brifK  and  continual  fire  from 
the  provincials,  who  were  themfelves  covered  by  the 
rocks    and  trees   among  which  they  v/ere  polled. 

Ihe 
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The  former  however  with  their  ufual  alertnefs  and 
activity,  extricated  themfelves  by  clambering  up  a 
very  lieep  and  rough  mountain,  when  they  foon  dif- 
perfed  the  enemy,  and  made  way  for  the  landing  of 
the  reft  of  the  troops  without  oppofition.  During  thefe 
tranfadions.  Lord  Percy  having  carried  an  advanced 
work  on  his  fide,  Col.  Sterling  was  ordered  to  at- 
tempt a  landing,  and  two  battalions  of  the  2d  bri- 
gade to  fupport  him.  This  fervice  was  effefted  by 
the  Colonel  with  great  bravery.  He  advanced  his 
boats  through  a  very  heavy  fire,  which  they  bore 
with  the  greatefl  firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  and 
forcing  his  way  up  a  fteep  height,  gained  the  fum- 
mit,  and  took  lyopnfoners,  notwithilandmg  a  bold 
and  good  defence  made  by  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Ralle,  who   led  the 
right     column   of    General  Knyphaufen's  attack, 
having  forced  the  provincials,   aft'cr  a  confiderable 
oppofition,  from  that  flrong  poft,  in  his  line,  puflied 
forvvard   to   their  works,  and  lodged   his  column 
within   an  hundred    yards  of  the  Fort ;  and  being 
foon  after  joined   by  the  General  with  the  left  co- 
lumn, who  had  at  length  overcome  the  impediments 
which  he  met  with  in  the  wood,    the  garrifon  fur- 
GaiTli^on   rendered  prifoners  of  war.     The  lofs  on  either  fide 
lurrender  y^j^g  j|q|-  j^  j^j^^  degree  proDortioucd  to  the  warmth, 
pnioners    ,  ,  i         •  r     i     *   c-\-  r^^i  .v        r 

of  war.      length,  and  variety  01  the  action.      Ine  quantity  or 

gun-powder  found  in  the  Fort  was  utterly  inadequate 
to  the  puppofeof  almoil  the  fliorted  defence.  How 
fo  large  a  body  was  left  with  fo  poor  a  provifion,  is 
extremely  unaccountable.  But  the  narrative  of  all 
thefe  tranfaclions  is  hitherto  very  imperfecl,     ' 

Upon  this  acquifition,  a  flrong  body  of  forces 
Fort  Lee  ^-^^^^^*  ^^^^  Command  of  Lord  Cornwallis  was  palfed 
taken  and  Over  the  North  River  in  order  to  take  Fort  Lee  and 
great p-rt  make  a  further  impreilion  in  the  Jerfeys.  The  gar- 
ofthejer-  rifQj^  ^f  2000  men.  had  a  narrow  efcape,  by  aban- 
fftys  over-  ^^Qj^jj^g  ^y.^  p^,-^  j^(|•  before  his  Lordfliip's  arrival, 

leaving 


Chap.  XII.         Civil  War  in  AMERICA.         [357 

leaving  their  artillery,  ftores,  tents,  and  every  thing  1776. 
behind.  The  Britifh  troops  afterwards  overrun  the  v^^v^^-' 
greater  part  of  both  the  jerfeys  without  oppofition, 
the  provincials  every  where  flying  before  them  ;  and 
at  length  extended  their  winter  cantonments  from 
New  Brunlwick  to  the  Delaware.  If  they  had  any 
means  of  palling  that  river  upon  their  firil  arrival  in  its 
neighbourhood,  there  feems  little  doubt,  confider- 
ing  the  conilernation  and  dhmay  which  then  pre- 
vailed among  the  provincials,  that  they  might  eafily 
have  become  maflers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia ; 
but  the  former,  very  prudently,  either  deftroyed  the 
boats,  or  removed  them  out  of  the  w^ay. 

During  thefe  fuccefles  in  the  Jerfeys,  General  Rhode 
Clinton,  with  two  brigades  of  Britifh,  and  two  of  Ifland 
HefTian  troops,  with  a  fquadron  of  fhips  of  war  taken, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Peter  Parker,  were  fent 
to  make  an  attempt  upon  Rhode  Ifland.  In  this 
enterprize  they  fucceeded  beyond  expectation.  The  Dec.  8th 
provincials  having  abandoned  the  Ifland  at  their 
approach,  they  took  poffeflion  of  it  without  the  lofs 
of  a  man ;  at  the  fame  time  that  they  blocked  up 
Hopkin's  Iquadron  which  was  in  the  harbour  of 
Providence,  on  the  adjoining  Continent.  The 
fquadron  and  troops  continued  here  during  the 
winter,  where  they  had  better  quarters  than  any 
other  of  the  King's  forces.  Hitherto  the  Royal 
army  had  fuqceeded  in  every  objed  fmce  their  land- 
ing at  Staten-Ifland.  The  Provincial  army,  beiides 
the  lofs  by  fword,  by  captivity,  and  by  defertion, 
began  to  dwindle  to  very  fmall  numbers,  from  the 
nature  of  their  military  engagement.  They  were 
only  enlifted'  for  a  year  ;  and  the  Colonills,  who 
were  but  little  ufed  to  any  reH:raint,very  ill  brooked,  , 
even  fo  long  an  abfence  from  their  families.  At 
the  expiration  of  the  term,  but  few  were  prevailed 
upon  to  contifiue  in  fervice.  Every  thing  feemed 
to  promife  a  decifive  event  in  favour  of  the  royal 
arms,  and  a  fubmifhon  of  fome  of  the  principal 
colonies  was  hourly  expected. 
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CHAP.     XIII. 

Retro/pci^he  vienv  of  Aiiurican  affairs  in  the  year  1776.  P;v- 
para t ion  in  Canada  for  the  armament  on  Lake  Cha'tUplain. 
State  of  the  American  force.  Engagement  near  the  ife  Vali- 
cour.  Arnold  retires  ;  purfuii  ;  overtaken  ;  burns  his  vejfels, 
Cronun  point  deftroyed  and  abandoned.  General  Carleton  lande 
there  ixjith  the  arjnj>.  Motives  for  not  attacking  Ticonderoga, 
General C'jrleton  returns  ivith  the  army  to  Canada.-  Situation 
of  affairs  to  t>'e  foiUh-ward.  General  Lee  taken.  Peifeve- 
ranee  of  the  Congrefs.  Meaptres  for  reneauitt^  their  armies* 
Lands  allotted  for  ferving  duri?ig  the  ^uar.  Money  borroived. 
Addrsfs  to  the  people.  Petitions  from  the  inhabitants  of  Ne^ 
Tork,  and  fro7n  thefe  of  Queen's  county  in  Long  I/land,  to  the 
Co?mniffioners.  Critical  fate  of  Philadelphia.  Congrefs  retire 
to  Baltimore.  DiviCtons  in  Pennhania.  Del'ertinns.  Siir- 
pnz-e  at  I  renton.  Lord  CcrnivalUs  returns  to  the  Jerfeys. 
Preve}2tedfrom  attacking  the  enemy  at  Trenton  by  t7npedi7nents 
9f  fifuation.  General  JVafjiiigfon  quits  his  camp,  and  attacks 
Colonel  MaQ.vhoody  near  Princetoxvn.  Lord  Cornnvallis  returris 
from  the  Delaivare  to  Brunfvick.  Americans  over -run  the 
Jerfeys.  Britifo  and  Auxiliary  forces  keep  pofeffon  of  Brtmf 
nvick  and  Amhoy,  during  the  remainder  of  the  'winter.  Indian 
nvar.  Articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  hetmeen 
the  thirteen  revolted  Colonies, 

1775.  \  I  "^HE  efforts  to  remove  thofe  obftacles  that  had 
X  reftraiiicd  the  progrefs  of  the  Britifli  arms  on 
Prepara-  the  fide  of  Canada,  in  this  fummer  (1776,)  were 
tion  m  equal  to  the  importance  of  the  obje8:s  in  view,  and 
F^.^fif^  the  greatnefs  of  the  difficulties  which  were  to  be 
°|^ ''  ^  furmounted.  The  weii^ht  and  execution  of  the 
mciit  on  ii^^»'^l  equipment,  fell  of  courfe  upon  the  officers 
Lake  and  men  of  that  department,  whofe  ability,  zeal,  and 
Champ,  perfeverance  in  the  performance,  can  never  be  too 
'^^"*  much   applauded.     The  taili  was   indeed  arduous. 

A  Meet  of  above  thirty  fighting  veilels,  of  different 
kinds  and  fizes,  all  furnilhed  with  cannon,  was  to 
be  little  lefs  than  created  ;  for  though  a  few  of  the 
larged  Vvcre  recpnflructions,  the  advantage  derived 
from  thence  depended  more  upon  the  ufe  of  mate- 
rials, which  the  country  did  not  afford,  than  upon 
any  faving  as  to  time,  or  leffening  of  labour.  When 

t© 
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to  this  is  added,  tbx  tranfporting  over  land,  and  i  yjG, 
afterwards  dragging  up  the  rapids  of  St.  Therefe  ^-y^^r^j 
and  St.  John's,  thirty  long  boats,  a  number  of  fiat 
boats  of  coniiderabk  burthen,  a  gondola,  weighing 
30  tons,  with  above  400  battoes,  the  whole  prefent- 
ed  a  complexity  of  labour  and  difficulty,  which 
fecmed  fufiicient  to  appal  even  the  fpint  of  Britifh 
feamen.  However  it  muft  be  allowed  that  the  la- 
bour did  not  fall  folely  on  them.  The  foldiers  had 
their  part ;  and  v/nat  is  to  be  lamented,  the  peafants 
and  farmers  of  Canada  were  taken  from  their 
ploughs,  and  com.pelled  by  pov/er  to  bear  a  fhare  in 
toils,  from  whence  they  could  derive  no  honour  or 
advantage.  ^ 

Though  the  equipment  w^as  completed  in  about 
three  months,  the  nature  of  the  fervice,  as  well  as 
the  eagernefs  of  the  commanders  and  army,  re- 
quired, if  it  had  been  poflibie,  a  (iill  greater  dif- 
patch.  The  winter  was  fait  approaching,  tv;o  in« 
land  feas  to  be  paffed,  the  unknown  force  of  the 
enemy  on  each  to  be  fubdued,  and  the  llrong  polls 
of  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga  defended  and  fup- 
ported  by  an  army,  to  be  encountered  fword  in 
hand.  To  add  to  thefe  impediments,  the  com.mu- 
nication  between  the  Lakes  Chaniplain  and  George, 
did  not  admit  the  paflage  of  thofe  veirels  of  force, 
which,  after  being  fuccefsful  on  the  one,  might  be 
equally  wanted  on  the  other.  And  if  all  thofe  diffi- 
culties were  furmounted,  and  Lake  George  pafTed, 
there  dill  rem.ained  a  long  and  dangerous  march 
through  intricate  forefts,  extenlive  m.oralfes,  ?nd 
an  uncleared  country,  ftill  in  a  (late  of  nature,  be- 
fore they  could  reach  Albany,  which  was  the  firfl 
pofl  to  the  fouthward  that  could  aiford  them  reil:, 
and  accommodation. 

The  fpirit  of  the  commanders  rofe  in  proportion, 
to  the  difficulties  which  were  to  be  encountered. 
The  objeds  in  view  were  greats  the  glory  to  be  ac- 

.  quired 
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1776.  quired  tempting,  and  the  defire  of  the  attainment 
V-'^v^w/  feemed  to  leffen  or  remove  obflacles,  which  to  a 
cold  or  lukewarm  fpeoulation  would  have  appeared 
infuperable.  If  the  Lakes  could  be  recovered,  and 
Albany  poiTelTed,  before  the  feverity  of  the  winter 
fet  in,  the  northern  army  would  hold  a  principal 
Ihare  in  the  honour  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  fpeedy 
conclufion.  It  was  conceived  that  they  could  then 
pour  deftruclion  at  will,  into  the  heart  either  of  the 
middle  or  the  northern  colonies,  each  of  which 
would  be  expofed  to  them  in  its  mofl  tender  and 
defencelefs  part.  Whilfl  the  poffeffion  of  Hudfon's 
river  would  eilabliih  and  fecure  their  communica- 
tion with  General  Howe,  it  would  equally  fever  and 
difconned  the  fouthern  and  northern  provinces, 
leaving  thereby  the  latter  to  fmk  under  the  joint 
weight  of  both  armies,  or  to  accept  of  fuch  terms 
as  they  could  obtain,  without  the  participation  of 
the  others.  Nor  could  General  Wafliington  at- 
tempt to  hold  any  pofl  in  New  York  or  the  Jerfeys, 
with  fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force  as  already  oppreifed 
him  in  front,  and  General  Carleton's  army  at  his 
back.  The  fucceifes  of  their  fellows  on  the  fide  of 
New  York,  increafed  the  impatience,  and  excited 
the  jealoufy  of  his  army,  every  one  apprehending 
that  the  war  would  be  brought  to  an  end,  before 
he  could  have  an  opportunity  of  Iharing  in  the 
honour  of  that  happy  event. 

While  all  this  ardour,  and  the  mofl  unremitting 

induflry,  it  was  not  until  the  month  of  October,  that 

the  fleet  was  in  a  condition  to  feek  the  enemy  on 

Lake  Champlain.    The  force  was  very  confiderable 

State  of    ^'^"^  refped  to  the  place  and  fervice,  extraordinary 

the  Bil-    in  regard  to  the  little  time  fpent  in  its  formation, 

ti(h  force   and  fuch  as,  a  very  few  ages  ago,  would  have  been 

on  Lake    deemed  formidable  even  upon  the  European  feas. 

J  .  ^"^P"     The  fliip  Inflexible,  which  may  be  confidered  as " 

Admiral,  had  been  re-conftruded  at  St.  John's,  from 

whence  ihe  failed  in  28  days  after  laying  her  keel, 

and 
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and  mounted  18  twelve  pounders.  One  fchooner 
mounted  14,  and  another  12,  fix  pounders.  A  flat 
bottomed  radeau  carried  fix  24,  and  fix  12  pound- 
ers, befides  howitzers  ;  and  a  gondola,  7  nine 
pounders.  Twenty  fmaller  vefTeis,  under  the  de- 
nomination of  gun -boats,  carried  brafs  field  pieces 
from  9  to  24  pounders,  or  were  armed  v/ith  howit- 
zers. Some  long  boats  were  furnifhed  in  the  fame 
manner.  About  an  equal  number  of  large  boats 
aded  as  tenders.  Thole  we  have  taken  notice  of, 
were  all  intended  for,  or  appertaining  to  battle  ; 
we  omit  the  vaft  number  deftincd  for  the  tranfpor- 
tation  of  the  army,  with  its  ilores,  artillery,  baggage 
and  provifions. 

The  armament  was  conducted  by  Captain  Prin- 
gle,  and  the  fleet  navigated  by  above  700  prime  fea- 
men,  of  whom  200  were  volunteers  from  the  tranf- 
ports,  who  after  having  rivaled  thofe  belonging  to 
the  fhips  of  war  in  all  the  toil  of  preparation,  now 
boldly  and  freely  partook  v/ith  them  in  the  danger 
of  the  expedition.  The  guns  were  ferved  by  de- 
tachments of  men  and  oflicers  belonging  to  the 
corps  of  artillery.  In  a  word,  no  equipment  of  the 
fort  was  ever  better  appointed,  or  more  amply  fur- 
nifhed  with  every  kind  of  provinon  neceifary  for 
the  intended  fervice. 

The  enemy's  force  was  in  no  degree  equal,  either 
with  refpeiSt  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  veffels,  the  num- 
ber of  guns,  furniture  of  w^ar,  or  weight  of  metal. 
Senfible,  though  they  were,  of  the  neceffity  of  pre- 
ferving  the  dominion  of  the  Lakes,  and  aided  in 
tiiat  defign  by  the  original  force  in  their  hands,  with 
a  great  advantage  in  point  of  time  for  its  increafe, 
their  intentions  in  that  refped  were  counteracled  by 
many  eilential,  and  fome  irremediable  dehciences. 
They  wanted  rimber,  artillery,  (hip-builders,  and  all 
the  materials  neceifary  for  fuch  an  equipment.  Car- 
penters, and  all  others  concerned  iix  the  buiinefs  of 

A  a  a  fhip- 


the  Amt- 
rican 


The  HISTORY  of  the  Chap.  XIIL 

fiiipplng,  were  fully  engaged  at  the  fea  ports  in  the 
conliruclion  and  fitting  out  of  privateers,  whihl  the 
the  remotenefs,  and  difficulty  of  communication, 
rendered  the  fupply  of  bulky  materials  extremely 
tedious.  When  we  confider  the  difficulties  on  their 
part,  we  think  it  not  juft  to  deny  the  Americans  the 
praife,  of  having  combated,  and  in  part  overcome 
tiiem,  with  an  affiduity,  perfeverance,  and  fpirit, 
which  did  not  in  the  leall  fall  fnort  of  what  had  been 
Slate  of  employed  againfl  them.  For  their  fleet  amounted 
to  1 5  velTels  of  different  kinds,  confiding  of  two 
fchooners,  one  Hoop,  one  cutter,  three  gallies,  and 
eight  gondolas.  The  principal  fchooner  mounted 
12  fix  and  four  pounders.  They  were  commanded 
by  Benedicl  Arnold,  who  was  now  to  fupport  upon 
a  new  element,  that  renown  which  he  had  acquired 
on  land  in  the  Canada  expedition. 

Engage-  General  Carleton  was  too  full  of  zeal,  and  too 
meiit  ^  anxious  for  the  event,  not  to  head  the  Britiih  arma- 
"^^^"^  ment,  and  having  proceeded  up  the  Lake,  difcover- 
ed  the  enemy's  fleet  drawn  up  with  great  judgement, 
being  very  advantageoufiy  poited,  and  forming  a 
ilrong  line,  to  defend  the  paflage  between  the  ifland 
of  Valicour  and  the  weftern  main.  Indeed  they 
had  at  the  beginning  placed  themfelves  with  fo 
much  fkill  behind  the  ifland,  that  an  accident  only 
difcovered  their  pofition.  The  King's  fquadron, 
without  this  feafonable  difcovery,  would  have  left 
them  behind  ;  an  event,  .which  if  it  had  happened, 
might  have  been  attended  with  the  mod:  ferious 
confequences.  It  is  faid,  that  the  unexpeded  fight 
of  a  three  maded  fliip  of  fuch  force,  upon  the  Lake, 
threw  the  enemy  into  the  utmoft,  and  mofl  vifible 
confternation.  It  does  not  feem^  however,  prob- 
able, that  a  matter  of  fuch  public  iiotoriety  in  Cana- 
da fhould  have  been  fo  long  with-held  from  them. 

A  warm  aclion  enfued,   and  was  vigouroufly  fup- 
ported  on  both  fides  for  fome  hours  j  but  the  wind 

being 
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being  unfavourable,  fo  that  the  fliip  Inflexible,  and  1776. 
fome  other  velTcls  of  force  could  not  be  worked  up  ^^^v^-^' 
to  the  enemy,  the  weight  of  the  adlion  fell  upon  the 
fchooner  Carleton  and  the  giui-boats,  which  they 
fuftained  with  the  greateil:  firmnefs,  fuch  extraor- 
dinary efforts  of  refolution  being  difplayed  both  by 
men  and  officers,  as  merited  and  received  the  high- 
efl  applaufe  from  their  commanders.  It  is  to  be 
prefumed,  that  when  fo  much  praife  was  due  and 
given  to  the  conduct  and  valour  of  a  fuperior  force 
on  our  fide,  the  enemy  mud  not  have  acted  their 
part  amifs. 

The  detachment  belonging  to  the  corps  of  ar- 
tillery, were  highly  diftinguifhed,  and  did  moil 
eifential  fervice  in  the  gun-boats.  But  the  fame 
impediments  Hill  continuing,  which  prevented  their 
being  feconded  .by  the  other  veiiels,  Captain  Prin- 
gle,  with  the  approbation  of  the  General,  thought 
it  neceifary  for  the  prefent,  to  withdraw  thofe  that 
were  engaged  from  the  action.  At  the  approach  of 
night,  he  brought  the  whole  fleet  to  anchor  in  a 
line,  and  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  enemy,  in  order 
to  prevent  their  retreat. 

In  this  engagement  the  befl:  fchooner  belonging 
to    the  enemy  was  burnt,  and  a   gondola  carrying 
three    or  four  guns  funk,    from  whence  we    may 
form  fome  reafonabie   conjecture  of  the  execution 
done  upon  their  other  veiTels.     Being  now  fully  Arnold 
fenfible  of  their  inferiority,   they  took  the  opportu-  retires ; 
rwty  which  the  darknefs    of  the  night   afforded,  of  puriuit ; 
endeavouring  to  efcape  from  their  prefent  imminent  °^^^"^^^^* 
danger,  hoping  to   obtain  fnelter  and  protcdion  at 
Crown  Point.     Arnold  concerted  and  executed  this 
defign  with  ability,    and    fortune  feemed  at  firfl  fo 
favourable   to   his  purpofe,   that   they  were   out   of 
light   by  the   next    morning.      The   chace   being, 
however,  continued  without  intermiffion    both   on 
that,  and  the  fucceeding  day,  the  wind,  and  other 

'  cir- 
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1776.  circumflances  peculiar  to  the  navigation  ol  uie  Lake, 
\^^y^^    which  had  been  at  iirlL  in  favour  of  the  Americans, 

became  at  length  otherwife,  fo  that  they  were 
'   overtaken  and  brought  to  adion  a  few  leagues  fhort 

of  Crown  Point,  about  noon  on  the  13th. 

A  very  warm  engagement  enfued,  and  continued 
about  two  hours,  during  which  thofe  veiiels  that 
w^ere  mofl  a-head,  puflied  on  with  the  utmoft  fpeed, 
and  pafTmg  Crown  Point,  efcaped  to  Ticonderoga  ; 
but  two  galiies  and  five  gondolas  which  remained 
with  Arnold  m.ade  a  defperate  refiflance.  During 
this  a£tion,  the  Wailiington  galley,  with  Water- 
burg,  a  Brigadier  General,  and  the  feccnd  in  com- 
mand, on  board,  (truck,  and  was  taken.  Arnold, 
at  length,  finding  it  was  impofiible  to  withftand  the 
fuperiority  of  force,  (kill,  and  weight  of  metal, 
w^ith  which  he  was  overborne,  and  finding  himfelf 
but  ill  feconded  by  the  Captains  of  fome  of  his 
velfels,  determined  that  his  people  fhould  not  be- 
come prifoners,  nor  the  veiiels  a  prey  to  the  enemy. 
Burns  his  He  executed  this  defign  with  equal  refolution  and 
vcffels  dexterity,  and  ran  the  Congrefs  galley,  in  which 
himfelf  was,  with  the  five  gondolas  in  luch  a  man- 
ner, as  to  land  his  men  lafely  and  blow  up  the  vef- 
fels,  in  fpite  of  every  effort  that  was  ufed  to  prevent 
both. 

Lofs  and  defeat  W'cre  fo  far  from  producing  their 
ufual  eflecl  with  refped  to  Arnokl,  that  his  condud 
in  this  command  raifed  his  charader  (till  higher  than 
it  was  before  with  his  countrvmcn.     Thev  laid  that 
'    .  he  had  not  only  acted  the  part  of  a  brave  foldier, 

but  that  he  alfo  amply  filled  that  of  an  able  na- 
val commander.  That  the  moft  experienced  fea- 
men  could  not  have  found  a  greater  variety  of  re- 
fources,  by  the  dexterity  of  manoeuvre,  evolu- 
tion, and  the  moft  advantageous  choice  of  fituation, 
to  compenlate  for  the  want  of  force,  than  he  did ;  that 
when '  his  veiiels  were  torn  ahnoil  to  pieces,  here- 
treated 
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treated  with  the  fame  refohition  that  he  fought,  and 
by  the  happieft  and  moft  critical  judgement,  pre- 
vented his  people  and  them  from  faUing  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  But  they  chiefly  gloried  ia 
the  dangerous  attention  he  paid  to  a  nice  point  of 
honour,  in  keeping  his  flag  flying,  and  not  quitting 
his  galley  till  ihc  was  in  flames,  leil  the  enemy  ihouid 
have  boarded  and  flruck  it. 

Thus  was  Lake  Champlain  recovered,  and  the  Crown 
enemy's  force  nearly  deflroyed,  a  galley,  and  three  ^^'^"^  ^ 
fmall  veflTels  being  all  that  efcaped  to  Ticonderoga.  e^^^d" 
The  enemy,  upon  the  rout  of  their  fleet,  having  fet  deftroyed 
fire  to  the  houfes,  and  defliroyed  every  thing  which 
they  could  not  carry  ofl',  at  Crown  Point,  evacuated 
that  place,  and  retired  to  their  main  body  at  Ticon-  G.  Carle, 
deroga.     Gen.  Carleton  took  pofleflion  of  the  ruins,  ^""  ^^^^^ 
where  he  was  foon  joined  by  the  army.     As  he  con-    ^5^  , 
tinned  there  till  towards  the  end  of  the  month,  and,  army, 
befides  feveral  reconnoitring  parties,  pulhed  on  at 
one  time  flirong   detachments   on  both  fides  of  the 
Lake,   who  approached  within  a  fmall  diitance  of 
Ticonderoga,  at  the  fame  time  that  veflfels  appeared 
wdthin   cannon  Ihot  of  the  works,  to  examine  the 
nature  of  the  channel,   and  found  its  depth,  little 
doubt  can"  be  entertained  that  he  had  it  in  contem- 
plation to  attempt  that  place.     The  (trength  of  the 
works,  the  difficulty  of  approach,  the  countenance 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  ignorance  of  their  number, 
with   other  cogent   reafons,  prevented  this  dchgn 
from  taking  place. 

It  was  evident  that  this  poll  could  not  be  forced  Motivet 
in  its  prefent  fliate,   without  a  very  confiderable  lofs  ^"^^  ^^^■ 
of  blood,   whilft  the   benefit  arifmg  from  fuccefs  ^nJ^i". 
would  be  comparatively  nothing.     The  feafon  was  conder*- 
now  too  far  advanced  to    think  of  paiTmg  Lake  ga. 
George,  and  of  expofing  the  army  to  the  perils  of  a 
winter  campaign,  in  the  inhoipitable,  and  impracti- 
cable   wilds   to  the  fouthward.     As  Ticonderoga 

could 
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1776.    could  not  be  kept  during  the  winter,  the  mod  that 
\^r^r^    could  be  expeded  from  fuccels,  would  be  the  reduc- 
tion of  works,  more  indebted  to  nature  than  art  for 
their  ilrength,  and  perhaps  the  taking  of  fome  can- 
non ;  whilil  the  former  wx)uid  be  reflored,  and  the 
latter  replaced  by  the  enemy,  before  the  army  could 
interrupt  their  proceedings  in  the  enfuing  fummer. 
But  if  the  defence  fliould  be  o'bftinate,  akliough  the 
army  were  in  the  end  fuccefsful,  it  would  probably 
thereby  be  fo  much  weakened,  that  all  profpect  of 
advantage  in  the  future  campaign  would,  in  a  great 
meafure,  be  annihilated.     The   difficulty,  perhaps 
impolhbility,  of  keeping  open  the  communication 
G.  Carle-  ^^^^^  Canada,  and  fubiiiLing   the  army  during  the 
ton  re-      winter  was  obvious.     General  Carleton  therefore 
tmiis         reimbarked  the  army  without  making  any  attempt, 
with  the    ^j^^  returning-  to  Canada,  cantoned  them  for  the 
-''       wmter  in  the  befl  manner  the  country  afforded. 

Situation  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  iholild  now  turn  our  attention  t® 
of  affairs  the  important,  tranfaClioHs  in  the  South.  We  faw 
to  the  towards,  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  campaign,  that 
^oiith-  Lord  Cornwallis  had  not  only  overrun  the  Jerfeys, 
but  that  tli-f^  Delaware  was  the  only  apparent  ob- 
flacle,  w^hich  leemed  capable  of  retarding  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  army,  in  the  redu6:ion  of  Philadelphia 
and  the  adjoining  provinces.  The  American  army 
WTis  indeed  no  more.  It  is  faid  that  the  greateli 
number  which  remained  embodied  did  not  exceed 
2500  or  3000  men.  This  was  all  that  remained  of 
an  army,  wdiich  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
amounted,  as  it  is  faid,  to  at  leail  twenty-five  thou- 
hnd..  There  are  fome  who  reprefent  it  as  having 
been  at  that  time  much  Ifrono-er.  The  term  of 
their  engagement  being  expired,  which,  along  with 
the  obligation  of  duty,  difcharged  all  apprehenfion 
of  difgrace,  there  was  no  keeping  together,  at  the 
heel  of  a  ruinous  campaign,  troops  broken  and  dif- 
pirited,  equally  unaccuilomed  to  fubordination,  and 
to  a  long  abfcnce  from  their  countries  and  families. 

Thofe 


ward. 
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Thofe  fmall  bodies,  who  from  perfonal  attachment,  1776. 
local  circumilances,  or  a  fuperior  perfeverance  and  ^-''~^^^^ 
bravery,  (1111  continued  with  the  Generals  Waihing- 
ton  and  Lee,  w^ere  too  inconiiderable  in  force,  to 
demand  much  attention  on  the  one  fide,  or  to  in- 
fpire  confidence  on  the  other :  whiiil  the  fupport  to 
be  derived  from  new  levies,  not  yet  formed,  was 
too  remote  and  precarious,  to  aiford  much  prefent 
confolation  to  the  Americans. 

Gen.  Lee 
In  this  critical  fituation  of  their  airairs,  the  capture  taken. 
of  Gen.  Lee  feemed  to  render  them  flill  more  hope- 
lefs.  That  officer,  at  the  head  of  all  the  men  which 
'he  could  colled  or  keep  together,  being  on  his 
march  to  join  General  Wailiington,  who  had  aiiem- 
bled  the  Penfylvania  militia  to  fecure  the. banks  of 
the  Delaware,  was,  from  the  dillance  of  the  Britilli 
cantonments,  betrayed  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  by 
which,  in  croiTmg  the  upper  part  of  New  Jerfey 
from  the  North  river,  he  fixed  his  quarters,  and 
lay  carelefsly  guarded,  at  fome  dillance  from  the 
main  body.  The  operation  of  zeal,  or  defrre  oi 
reward  in  an  inhabitant,  having  communicated  thi<> 
fituation  to  Col.  Llarcourt,  who  commanded  the  * 
light  horfe,  and  had  then  made  a  defultory  excur- 
fion  at  the  head  of  a  finall  detachment  to  obferve 
the  motions  of  that  body,  he  condu<5ted  his  meafures 
with  fuch  addrefs  and  a8:i\'ity,  and  they  were  fo 
well  ieconded  by  the  boklnefs  and  rapidity  of  mo- 
tion Vvhich  diilinguifli  that  corps,  that  the  guard 
w^as  evaded,  the  centries  feized  without  noife,  the 
quarters  forced,  and  Lee  carried  off,  though  all  that 
part  of  the  country  was  in  his  favour,  and  that  feve- 
ral  guarded  pofls,  and  armed  patroies,  lay  in  the  way. 

The  making  of  a  fmgle  ofncer  prifoner,  in  other 
circumilances  would  have  been  a  matter  of  little 
moment ;  but  in  the  prefent  llate  of  the  rav/  Ame-^ 
rican  forces,  where  a  general  deficiency  of  military 
Ikill  prevailed,  and  the  inexperience  of  the  ofiicers 

was 
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1776.  was  even  a  greater  grievance  than  the  lack  of  difci- 
^^^'T^^  pUne  in  the  foldiers,  the  lofs  of  a  commander,  whofe 
fpirit  of  enterprize  was  direded  by  great  knowledge 
in  his  profeffion  acquired  by  adual  feiH'ice,  was  of* 
the  utmoii:  importance,  and  the  more  diftrefling, 
as  there  was  little  room  to  hope  it  could  be  foon 
fupplied.  , 

The  rejoicing  in  Great  Britain  on  this  occafion 
was  equal  at  leaft  to  the  dejection  of  the  Americans. 
It  was  conjedured,  that  fome  perfonal  animoiities 
between  this  General  and  feveral  officers  in  the 
army,  as  well  as  perfons  of  power  at  court,  contri- 
buted not  a  little  to  the  triumph  and  exultation  of 
that  time. 

The  capture  of  Gen.  Lee  was  alfo  attended  with 
a  circumftance,  which  has  fmce  been  produ6live 
of  much  inconvenience  to  both  fides,  and  of 
much  calamity  to  individuals.  A  cartel,  or  fome- 
thing  of  that  nature,  had  fome  time  before  been 
eftabliflied  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners  between  the 
Generals  Howe  and  Walhington,  which  had  hitherto 
been  carried  into  execution,  fo  far  as  time  and  other 
circumftances  would  admit.  As  Lee  v/as  particu- 
larly obnoxious  to  government,  it  was  faid,  and  is 
fuppofed,  that  Gen.  Howe  was  tied  down  by  his 
inllrudions  from  parting  with  him  upon  any  terms, 
if  the  fortune  of  war  Ihould  throw  him  into  his 
power.  Gen.  Wafliington  not  having  at  this  time 
any  prifoner  of  equal  rank  with  Lee,  propofed  to 
exchange  fix  field  officers  for  him,  the  number 
being  intended  to  balance  that  difparity  ;  or  if  this 
was  not  accepted,  he  required  that  he  fhould  be 
treated  and  confidered  fuitably  to  his  flation,  accord- 
ing to  the  pradice  eflabliflied  among  polifhed  na- 
tions, and  the  precedent  already  fet  by  the  Ameri- 
cans in  regard  to  the  Britifh  officers  in  their  hands, 
until  an  opportunity  offered  for  a  direct  and  equal 
exchange. 

To 
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To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  as  Mr.  Lee  was  a  1776. 
deferter  from  his  Majefly's  fervice,  he  was  not  to  ^s-^<^^ 
be  confidered  as  a  prifoner  of  war,  that  he  did  not 
at  all  come  within  the  conditions  of  the  cartel,  nor 
could  he  receive  any  of  its  benefits.  This  brought 
on  a  fruitlefs  difcuihsn,  whether  Gen.  Lee,  who 
had  refigned  his  half  pay  at  the  beginning  of  the 
troubles,  could  be  confidered  as  a  deferter,  or  whe- 
ther he  could  with  juftice  be  excluded  from  the  ge- 
neral benefits  of  a  cartel,  in  which  no  particular 
exception  of  perfons  had  been  made  ;  the  afilrma* 
tive  in  both  thefe  pofitions  being  treated  by  Wafh- 
ington  with  the  utmod  indignation. 

In  the  mean  time  Lee  was  confined  in  the  clofeft 
manner,  being  watched  and  guarded  with  all  that 
ftridnefs  and  jealoufy,  which  a  flate  criminal  of  the 
firfl  magnitude  could  have  experienced  in  the  mofk 
dangerous  political  conjunfture.  This  condud  not 
only  fufpended  the  operation  of  the  cartel,  but  in- 
duced retaliation  on  the  other  fide,  and  Colonel 
Campbell,  who  had  hitherto  enjoyed  every  degree 
of  liberty  confident  with  his  condition,  and  had 
been  treated  with  great  humanity  by  the  people  of 
Bofton,  was  now  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  and  treat- 
ed with  a  rigour  equal  to  the  indulgence  he  had 
before  experienced.  Thofe  ofhcers  who  were  pri- 
foners,  in  the  fouthern  colonies,  though  not  treated 
with  equal  rigour,  were,  however,  abridged  of 
their  parole  liberty,  and  deprived  of  other  comforts 
and  fatisfaclions,  wh'ch  had  hitherto  rendered  their 
condition  uncommonly  eafy.  It  was  at  the  fame 
time  declared,  that  their  future  treatment  Ihould  in 
every  degree  be  regulated  by  that  which  Gen.  Lee 
experienced,  and  that  their  perfons  fhould  be  an-  , 
fwerable,  in  the  utmoil.  extent,  for  any  violence 
that  was  oii'ered  to  him. 


This  was  not  the  only  inflance  in  which  the  Con- 
grefs  manifeiLed   a  fxrm  and  undaunted  refoiution.  tb^ 


Perfeve- 
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1776.  In  the  midfl  of  the  dangers  with  which  they  were 
S^^-^'^--^  environed,  far  from  giving  way  to  any  thing  hke 
unconditional  fubmillion,  they  made  no  overtures 
towards  any  kind  of  accommodation.  On  the 
other  fide  none  were  made  to  them.  They  pre- 
pared to  renew  the  war,  and  to  repair  their  iliattered 
forces  with  all  diligence.  They  were  now  convin- 
ced of  the  inefficacy  of  temporary  armies,  engaged 
only  for  a  iliort  time,  and  calculated  merely  to  re- 
pel a  fudden  invafion,  when  oppofed  to  the  con- 
ilant  war  of  a  powerful  enemy,  and  the  incelTant 
efforts  of  regular  forces.  It  could  never  be  hoped, 
with  new  men  thus  changed  every  year,  to  make  any 
effectual  ftand  againil  veteran  troops,  and  their  pre- 
ient  critical  fituation  afforded  too  alarming  an  expe- 
rience, of  the  fatal  confequences  which  might  at- 
tend that  period  of  utter  imbecility,  between  the 
extindion  of  the  old  army,  and  the  ellabliihment  of 
the  new.  To  guard  againfl  this  evil  in  future, 
which  could  not  be  remedied  for  the  prefent,  they 
iffued  orders  about  the  middle  of  September,  for 
the  levying  of  88  battahons,  the  foldiers  being 
bound  by  the  terms  of  enliltment  to  ferve  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war. 

Meafurcs  The  number  of  battalions  which  each  colony 
for  re-  ^^g  [^y  ^}-^jg  ordinance  appointed  to  raife  and  fup- 
the  army.  P^^^  ^^^^7  ^^  confidered  as  a  pretty  exacl  poUtical 
fcale  of  their  comparative  ftrength,  framed  by  thofe 
who  were  intereiled  in  its  corrednefs,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  their  refpeclive  circumftances.  Maf- 
fachuffett's  Bay  and  Virginia  were  the  highefl  on  this 
fcale,  being  to  furnifh  15  battahons  each  ;  Peiilyl- 
vania  came  next,  and  was  rated  at  twelve  ;  North 
Carolina  9,  Connedicut  and  Maryland  8  each ; 
New  York,  and  the  Jerfeys,  the  latter  confidered 
as  orke  government,  were,  in  confequence  of  their 
prefent  fituation,  fet  no  higher  than  4  battalions 
each. 

The 


Chap.  XIIL         Civil  War  in  AMERICA. 

The   liberty  of  the  Congrefs   in   its   encourage- 
ment to  the  troops,  was  proportioned  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  fpeedily  compleating  the  new  army.     Befides  Lands  al- 
the  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  to  each  foldier  at  the'  lotted  for 
time  of  enliiling,  lands  were  to  be  allotted  at  the  end  ^^J]"f 
of  the  war  to  the  furvivors,  and  to  the  reprefenta-  ^^^  ^f^^.^ 
tives  of  all  who  were   flain  in  aftion,   in  difterent 
flated  proportions,    from  500  acres,   the  allotment 
of  a  Colonel,  to  150,  which  was  that  of  an  Enfign  ^ 
the  private    men,   and   non-commiflioned  officers, 
were   to  have    100  acres  each.     As   a  bar  to  the 
thoughtleflnefs  and  prodigality  incident  to  foldiers, 
and  to  prevent  the   moil  worthlefs  and  undeferving 
from  obtaining  for  trifles,  thofe  rewards  due  to  the 
brave  for  their  blood  and  fervices,    all  thefe   lands 
were    rendered   unalienable    during   the  war,    no 
affignment  or  transfer  being  to  be  admitted  at  its 
conclufion. 

The  Congrefs  had  before,  as  an  encouragement 
to  their  forces  by  fea  and  land,  decreed  that  all  offi- 
cers, foldiers,  and  feamen,  who  were  or  might  be 
difabled  in  adion,  fhould  receive  during  life,  one 
half  of  the  monthly  pay  to  which  they  were  en- 
titled by  their  rank  in  the  fervice,  at  the  time  of 
meeting  with  the  misfortune.  Notwithfianding 
thefe  encouragements,  it  feems,  as  if  the  condition 
of  ferving  during  the  indefinite  term  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war,  was  not  generally  agreeable,  to 
a  people  fo  little  accuflomed  to  any  kind  of  lubor- 
nination,  or  reitraint ;  fo  that  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, the  Congrefs  found  it  neceflary  to  admit  of 
another  mode  of  enliflment  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  the  foldiers  under  this  compaQ:  receiving  the 
fame  bounty  in  money  with  the  others,  but  being 
cut  out  ft-om  any  allotment  of  lands. 

With  all  thefe  encouragements  by  the  Congrefs, 
the  bufmefs  of  recruiting  went  on,  however  but 
heavily  j    and  it  mult   not  be  imagined,  that  the 

aimy 


S72']  ne  niSTORY  of  the         Chap.  XIH 

1775.    army  adtuaily  raifed,  did  at  any  time  bear  any  pro- 
V^'^'^'^  portion  m  effedive  men  to  that  which  was  voted. 

The  holding  out  a  promife  of  lands  as  an  induce- 
ment to  iili  up  their  armies,  was  probably  intended 
to  countera*!il  the  effed  of  a  fimilar  meafure  which 
had  fonie  time  before  been  adopted  on  the  fide  of 
tloe  crown,  large  grants  of  vacant  lands,  to  be  difi-ri- 
buted  at  the  clofe  of  the  troubles  having  been  pro- 
mised in  its  name  to  the  Highland  emigrants,  and 
fome  other  new  troops  raifed  in  America,  as  a  re- 
ward for  their  expeded  zeal  and  loyalty  in  the  re- 
duction of  the  rebellious  colonies.  A  meafure  that 
tended  more  to  increafe  and  excite  the  animofity 
of  the  people,  than  any  other  perhaps  which  could 
have  been  propofed  in  the  prefent  circumftances* 
For  they  univerfally  confidered  the  term  vacant^  as 
^igm^ymg  forfeited  J  which  being  an  effed  of  the  trea- 
fon  laws  yet  unknown  in  America,  excited  the  great- 
er horror  ;  the  people  being  well  aware  from  the 
experience  of  other  countries,  that  if  the  fweets  of 
forfeiture  were  once  taited,  it  would  be  equally 
happy  and  unufual,  if  any  other  limits  than  thofe 
which  nature  had  alhgned  to  their  poiTefTions,  could 
reftrain  its  operation. 

Money  The  annual  fupplies   raifed  in  diiFerent  colonies^ 

borrow  d  by  their  refpective   aifembiies,  being  iniufficient  to 
,  provide  for  the  extraordinary  expences  of  fo  large 

an  army,  together  with  the  other  numerous  contin- 
gencies, inieparable  from  fuch  a  war,  the  Congrefs 
found  it  neceifary  to  negociate  a  loan  to  anfwer  thefe 
purpofes.  They  accordingly  palled  a  refolution  to 
borrow  five  milions  of  dollars  at  the  intereft  of  four 
per  cent,  the  faith  of  the  unitrd  dates  being  pledged 
to  the  lenders  for  the  payment  both  of  principal  and 
interefl. 

As  the  fituation  of  affairs  became  extremely  criti- 
cal, and  the  prcfervation  of  Philadelphia  to  all  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  hopelefs,  at  the  time  that  Lord  Cornwallis    1776. 

had  overrun  the  Jerfeys,  and  that  the  Britilh  forces   ^^-^^^^ 

had  taken  poiieffion  of  the  towns  and  pods  on  the 

Delaware,  the  Congrefs  pubhihed  an  aadrefs  to  the  j^^^  ^^^ 

people  m  general,   but  more   particularly  thofe  of 

Fenfylvania  and   the  adjacent  ilates.     The  general  Addref:; 

obiecls  of  this  piece,  were  to  awaken  the  attention    °    f 

--     1  >  1    .     1    -        1  people, 

ot   the  people,  remove    tneir  delpondency,    renew  " 

their  hopes  and  fpirits,  and  conhrm  their  attentions 
of  fupporting  the  war,  by  fnewing  that  no  other 
means  were  left  for  the  prefervation  of  thofe  rights 
and  liberties  for  which  they  originally  contended. 
But  it  was  particularly  and  immediately  intended 
to  forward  the  completion  of  the  new  army,  and 
to  call  out  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tries, to  the  defence  of  Philadelphia. 

For  thefe  purpofes  they  enumerated  the  caufes 
of  the  troubles,  the  fuppofed  grievances  they  had 
endured,  the  late  opprefhve  laws  v/hich  had  been 
paiTed  againil  them^,  dwelt  much  upon  the  contempt 
with  which  all  their  petitions  and  applications  for 
redrefs  had  been  treated  ;  and  to  inew  that  no  alter- 
native but  w^ar,  or  a  tam^e  refignation  of  all  that 
could  be  dear  to  mankind  remained,  they  alTerted, 
that  even  the  boafted'Commilhoners  for  giving  peace 
to  America  had  not  ottered,  nor  did  yet  offer,  any 
terms  but  pardon  on  abfohite  fubmillion.  From 
this  detail  and  thefe  premifes  they  deduced  the 
necelTity  of  the  act  of  Independency,  afferting,  that 
it  would  have  been  imponible  for  them  to  have 
defended  their  rights  againft  fo  powerful  an  aggr^f- 
for,  aided  by  large  armies  of  ioreign  mercenaries, 
or  to  have  obtained  that  ailiftance  from  other  dates 
w^hich  was  abfolutely  necellary  to  their  prefervation, 
whiiil  they  acknowledged  the  fovereignty,  and  con- 
feifed  themxfeives  the  iubjecls  of  that  power,  againil 
which  they  had  taken  up  arms,  ana  were  engaged 
in  fo  cruel  a  v/ar. 

They 
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1776.  They  boafled  of  the  fuccefs  that  had  in  general 
attended  their  caufe  and  exertions,  contending  that 
the  prefent  ftate  of  weaknefs  and  danger,  did  not 
proceed  from  any  capital  lofs,  defeat,  or  from  any 
defect  of  valour  in  their  troops,  but  merely  from 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  thofe  Ihort  enliflments, 
which  had  in  the  beginning  been  adopted  from  an 
attention  to  the  eafe  of  tlie  people.  They  allured 
them,  that  foreign  ftates  had  already  rendered  them 
effential  fervices,  and  had  given  them  the  moft  pofi- 
tive  aflurances  of  further  aid.  And  they  excited 
the  indignation  and  animofity  of  the  people,  by  ex^ 
patiating  upon  the  unrelenting,  cruel,  and  inhuman 
manner,  in  which,  they  faid,  the  war  was  carried 
on,  not  only  by  the  auxiliaries,  but  even  by  the 
Britiili  forces  themfelves. 

Complaints  of  this  kind  held  a  diPtlnguiflied  place 
in  all  the  American  pubhcations  of  that  time.  Some 
of  them  indeed  contained  nothing  elfe,  but  details 
of  rapes,  rapine,  cruelty  and  murder.  Though  thefe 
accounts  vv^ere  undoubtedly  highly  exaggerated, 
it  is,  however,  to  be  apprehended,  that  too  much 
room  was  afforded  for  complaints  of  that  nature. 
The  odium  began  with  the  Hefiians,  and  has  fmce 
ftuck  ciofcly  to  them,  though  the  Britifh  troops 
were  far  from  efcaping  a  ihare  of  the  imputation. 
The  former,  naturally  fierce  and  cruel,  ignorant  of 
any  rights  but  thofe  of  defpotifm,  and  of  any  man- 
ners, but  thofe  eftabUihed  within  the  narrow  pre- 
cinct of  their  own  government,  were  incapable  of 
forming  any  diltinction  between  ravaging  and  de- 
ftroying  an  enemy's  country,  where  no  prefent 
benefit  v/as  intended  but  plunder,  nor  any  future 
advantage  expected  but  that  of  weakening  the  foe, 
and  the  reducing  of  a  malcontent  people  (who 
though  in  a  (late  of  rebellion,  were  Itill  to  be  re- 
claimed, not  deftroyed)  to  a  due  fenfe  of  obedience 


to  their  lawful  fovereign. 


It 
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It  has  been  faid,  that  in  order  to  reconcile  them  1776. 
to  fo  new  and  flrange  an  adventure,  fome  idea  had 
been  held  out  to  them  in  Germany,  that  they  fnould 
obtain  large  portions  of  the  lands  which  they  were 
to  conquer  in  America,  and  that  this  notion,  how- 
ever abfurd,  made  them  at  firft  confider  the  antient 
poiTelTors  as  their  natural  enemies ;  but  that  when 
they  found  their  error,  they  confidered  the  move- 
able plunder  of  the  country,  not  only  as  a  matter 
of  right,  but  an  inadequate  recompenfe  for  under- 
taking fuch  a  voyage,  and  engaging  in  fuch  a 
war. 

Military  rapine  may  be  eafily  accounted  for  with- 
out any  recourfe  to  fuch  a  deception.  It  had  been 
obferved  from  the  beginning,  that  the  moil  mortal 
antipathy  fubfiiled  between  the  Americans  and 
Heffians.  The  former,  contending  themfelves  for 
freedom,  and  filled  with  the  highed  notions,  of  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind,  regarded  with  equal  con- 
tempt and  abhorrence,  a  people  whom  they  confi- 
dered  as  the  moft  fordid  of  ail  mercenary  jQaves,  in 
thus  refigning  all  their  faculties  to  the  will  of  a  petty 
deipot,  and  becoming  the  ready  inftruments  of  a 
cruel  tyranny.  They  reproached  them,  with  the 
higheft  pofTible  degree  of  moral  turpitude,  in  thus 
engaging  in  a  domeflic  quarrel,  in  which  they  had 
neither  interefl:  nor  concern,  and  quitting  their 
homes  in  the  old  world  to  butcher  a  people  in  the 
new,  from  whom  they  never  had  received  the  fmal- 
lell  injury;  but  who,  on  the  contrary,  had  for  a  cen- 
tury pad  aiforded  an  hofpitable  aiylum  to  their  har- 
rafled  and  oppreiTed  countrymen,  who  had  fled  in 
multitudes  to  efcape  from  a  tyranny,  hmilar  to  that 
under  which  they  were  now  acting,  and  to  enjoy 
the  blefTings  of  a  liberty  moll  generouily  held  out 
to  them,  of  which  thefe  mercenaries  would  impi- 
oufly  bereave  the  German  as  well  as  Engliih  Ame- 
ricans- 


K^ry-Kj 
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1776.  Such  fentiments,  and  fuch  reproaches,  did  not 
fail  to  increafe  their  natural  ferocity  and  rapaciouf- 
nefs  ;  and  it  is  faid  that  they  continued  in  a  courfe 
of  plunder,  until  they  at  length  became  fo  encum- 
bered and  loaded  with  fpoil,  and  io  anxious  for  its 
prefervation,  that  it  grew  to  be  a  great  impediment 
to  their  military  operations* 

However  difagreeable  this  conduct  was^  and  con- 
trary to  the  nature  of  the  Britiih  commanders,  it 
was  an  evil  not  eafily  to  be  remedied.  They  could 
not  venture  to  hazard  the  iuccels  of  the  war,  in  io 
diflant  a  fituation,  and  fuch  precarious  and  critical 
circumftanccs,  by  quarrelhng  with  auxiliaries,  who 
were  nearly  as  numerous  and  powerful  as  their  own 
forces.  Allowances  were  neceifarily  to  be  made 
for  a  difference  of  manners,  opinions,  and  even 
ideas  of  military  rules  and  icrvice.  Without  open- 
ing any  general  ground  of  diilike  or  quarrel,  it  re- 
quired all  the  condancy,  and  all  that  admirable 
equanimity  of  temper  which  diflinguiili  General 
Howe*s  character,  to  reflrain  the  operation  of  thofe 
piques,  jealouiies,  and  animofities,  the  effecf  of  na- 
tional pride,  emulation,  and  a  difference  of  man- 
ners, which  no  wifdom  couid  prevent  from  fpring- 
ing  up  in  the  two  armies. 

It  was  fcarcely  poffible  that  the  devaflation  and 
diforders  pradifed  by  the  Heffians,  fliouid  not  ope- 
rate in  fome  degree  in  their  example  upon  the  Bri- 
tiih troops.  It  would  have  been  difficult  to  have 
punilhed  enormities  on  the  one  fide,  which  were 
pradiifed  without  referve  or  apprehenfion  on  the 
other.  Every  fuccefsful  deviation  from  order  and 
difciphne  in  war,  is  certainly  and  fpeedily  followed 
by  others  (till  greater.  No  -relaxation  can  take 
place  in  either  without  the  moll  ruinous  confe- 
quences.  The  foldier,  who  at  firfl  (brinks  at  trifling 
exccffes,  will  in  a  little  time,  if  they  pafs  without 
queftion,  proceed,  v/ithout  heiitation,  to  the  greatefi: 
enormities.  From 
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FronpL  hence  fprung  the  clamour  raifed  in  Ame-  1776. 
rica  of  the  defolation  which  was  fpread  through  the  ^-'^^•''^^ 
Jerfeys,  and  which  by  taking  in  friends  and  mode- 
rate men,  as  well  as  enemies,  did  great  injury  to 
the  royal  caufe,  uniting  the  latter  more  firmly,  and 
urging  to  adivity,  or  detaching,  many  of  the  for- 
mer. Nor  could  the  eifed:  be  confined  to  the  im- 
mediate fuiferers  ;  the  exaggerated  details  which 
were  publiflied  of  thefe  enormities,  ferving  to  em- 
bitter the  minds  of  men  exceedingly  through  all  the 
colonies.  Thefe  accounts  being  alfo  tranfmitted  to 
Europe,  feemed  in  fome  degree  to  affecl  our  national 
character  ;  in  France  particularly,  where  the  people 
in  general,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  con- 
teft,  have  been  flrongly  American,  they  were  readi- 
ly received  and  willingly  credited.  Among  xDther 
enormities  which  received  the  cenfure  of  our  neigh- 
bours in  that  country,  the  deftruction  of  the  'public 
library  at  Trenton,  and  of  the  college  and  library 
at  Princetown,  together  with  a  celebrated  orrery 
made  by  Rittenhoufe,   faid  to  be  the  belt  and  finefl  ^^ 

in  the  world,  were  brought  as  charges  of  a  Gothic 
barbarity,  which  w^aged  war  even  with  literature 
and  the  fciences. 

In  about  a  month  after  the  taking  of  New-York,  Petitions 
the  inhabitants  of  that  city  and  ifland,  prefented  a  f^^^"^  the 
petition  to  Lord  and  General  Flowe,   the  commif-  ^"^^1"^- 
fioners   for  reftoring  peace  to  the  colonies,  figned  js^^J  ° 
by  E)aniel  Horfemanden,  Oliver  de  Lancy,  and  946  York, 
others,  declaring  their  allegiance,  and  their  acknow-  &c.  to 
ledgment  of  the  Coii/iitiit'wnal  Supremacy  of  Great  Bri-  ^^^,  con- 
tain over  the  colonies  ;  and  praying  that  in  purfuance  ^^^^"^"^^^ 
oi  the  former  declarations  iflued  by  the  commiflion- 
ers,  that  city  and  county  might  be  rellored  to  his 
Majefty's  peace  and  protection. 

This  petition  to  the  commiilioners  was  followed  Critical 
by  another  to  the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  freehold-  ^^^^.^  of 
er^  and  inhabitants  of  Queen's  county  in  LouR-ifland.  P^^^'^^^^' 
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1776.  It  was  obferved  of  thefe  petitions,  that  the  acknow- 
^^^^^^^^  kdgement  of  the  Conflitutional  fupremacy  in  one, 
and  of  the  conflitutional  authority  of  Great  Britain  in 
the  other,  were  very  guardedly  exprefled,  all  mention 
of  parliament  being  omitted,  and  the  great  queftion 
of  unconditional  fubmifTion  left  totally  at  large. 
It  is  alio  remarkable,  that  though  the  inhabitants  of 
York  Ifland  and()ueen*s  County,  befides  raifmg  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops  for  the  King's  fervice, 
and  eilablilhing  a  ftrong  militia  for  the  common  de- 
fence, had  given  everyotherteflimony  of  their  loyaltv, 
which  could  be  expeded  or  wilhed,  yet  thefe  peti- 
tions were  not  attended  to,  nor  were  they  reftorcd 
to  thofe  rights  which  they  expeded  in  confequence 
of  the  declarations,  as  well  as  of  the  late  law  for 
the  appointment  of  Commillioners. 

The  critical  fituatlon  of  Philadelphia,  which  a 
night  or  two's  froft  would  have  laid  open  to  the 
Britifh  forces,  obliged  the  Congrefs,  about  the  clofe 
of  the  year,  to  confult  their  own  fafety  by  retiring 
to  Baltimore,  in  Maryland.  In  this  flate  of  exter- 
nal danger,  the  diifentions  which  fprung  up  among 
themfelves  were  not  lefs  alarming  to  the  Americans. 
We  have  formerly  fliewn  that  the  Declaration  of 
Independency  had  met  with  a  flrong  oppofition  in 
Philadelphia,  not  only  from  thofe  who  were  called, 
or  confidered  as  Tories,  but  from  many,  who  in  all 
other  matters  had  been  among  the  moll  forward  in 
oppofmg  the  claims  of  the  crown  and  parliament. 
The  carrying  of  the  queftion  by  a  great  majority 
throughout  the  province,  was  far  from  Icffening  the 
bitternefs  of  thofe  who  oppofed  it,  amongfl  whom 
were  mod  of  the  Quakers,  a  great  and  powerful 
body  in  that  colony  ;  fo  that  the  difcontented  in  this 
bufmefs,  forgetting  in  the  prefent  their  ancient  ani- 
mofity,  with  all  its  operating  caufes,  coalefced 
with  the  Tories  or  loyalifts,  whom  they  had  formerly 
periecuted,  and  conftdcred  as  betrayers,  and  inve- 
terate 
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terate  enemies  of  their  country,  thus  compormg  all     1776. 
together  a  very  formidable  party.  v^^^v-n.; 

In  confequence  of  this  difTentlon,  and  of  the  ill  Divifions 
fiiccefs  of  the  rebelUous  arms  during  the  greater  part  J."^^"" 
of  the  campaign,  which  difpofed  many  to  look  to  ^  ^'^"^^* 
their  fafety,  a  Mr.  Galloway,  the  family  of  Aliens, 
with  other  leading  men,  either  in  Penfylvania  or  the 
Jerfeys,  fome  of  whom  had  been  members  of  Con- 
grefs,  fled  to  the  Commiffioners  at  New-York,  to 
claim  the  benefits  of  the  general  pardon  which  had 
been  offered  ;  expecting  as  matters  then  flood,  to 
return  fpeedily  home  in  triumph.  Thefe  were, 
however,  much  lefs  troublefome  and  dangerous  to 
the  Americans,  than  thofe  w^ho  kept  their  ground, 
w^ho  W'Cre  fo  numerous  and  powerful,  that  upon  the 
approach  of  the  Britifh  forces  to  the  Delaware,  they 
prevented  the  order  for  fortifying  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia from  being  carried  into  execution.  This 
eccentric  and  alarming  movement  in  the  feat  of  life 
and  aclion,  obliged  General  Wafhington  weak  as 
he  was,  to  detach  three  regiments,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lord  Sterling,  effedually  to  quell  the  op- 
pofition  of  that  party,  and  to  give  efficacy  to  the 
meafure  of  fortifying  the  city.  This  deciiive  con- 
du(5l  anfwered  all  its  purpofes,  except  that  of  forti- 
fying the  city,  a  defign  which  feems  to  have  been 
abandoned  as  not  pradicable,  or  not  necefl'ary  at 
that  time. 

As  the  feafon  grew  too  fevere  to  keep  the  field, 
and  the  frofls  were  not  yet  fuilicien.tly  fet  in  for  the 
paiTage  of  the  Delaware,  it  became  neceffary  to- 
wards the  middle  of  December  to  put  the  Britifh 
and  auxiliary  forces  under  cover.  Tliey  w^ere  ac- 
cordingly throv/n  into  great  cantonments,  forming 
an  extenfive  chain  from  Brunfwick,  on  the  Rariton 
to  the  Delaware,  occupying  not  only  the  towns, 
polls,  and  vihages,  w  hich  came  within  a  libera:  de- 
icription   of  that  line,  but  thofc  alio  on   the  banks 

of 
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1776.    of  the  Delaware  for  feveral  miles,  fo  that  the  latter 
^^•"v->s>    compofed  a  front  at  the  end  of  the  line,  which  look- 
ed over  to  Penfylvania. 

Things  were  now  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that^here 
feemed  to  be  as  little  probability  of  interrupting  the 
dcfigns,  or  endangering  the  fecurity  on  the  one 
fide,  as  of  renewing  the  fpirit,  or  retrieving  the 
weaknefs,  on  the  other.  In  this  ftate  of  affairs,  a 
bold  and  fpirited  enterprize,  which  fliewed  more  of 
brilliancy  than  real  effe£t  in  its  firil  appearance,  be- 
came capable  in  its  confequences  of  changing  in  a 
great  meafure  the  word  fortune  of  the  war.  Such 
extraordinary  effeds  do  fmall  events  produce,  in 
that  laft  and  moil  uncertain  of  human  decifions. 

uipnzc        Colonel  Rail  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  was 
t^n^  Rationed  with  a  brigade  of  Hellians,   confifling  of 

three  battalions,  with  a  few  Britiih  light  horfe,  and 
50  chalfeurs,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  14  or  1500 
men,  at  Trenton,  upon  the  Delaware,  being  the 
higheil  poll  which  the  royal  army  occupied  upon 
that  river.  Colonel  Donop,  with  another  brigade, 
lay  at  Bordentown,  a  few  miles  lower  down  the 
river  ;  and  at  Burlington  dill  lower,  and  within 
tv/enty  miles  of  Philadelphia  a  third  body  was  poll- 
ed. The  corps  at  Trenton,  as  well  as  the  others,  partly 
.  from  the  knowledge  they  had  of  the  weaknefs  of  the 
enemy,  and  partly  from  the  contempt  in  which  they 
held  him,  conndered  themfelves  in  as  perfect  a  ftate 
of  fecurity,  as  if  they  had  been  upon  garrifcn  duty 
in  their  own  country,  in  a  time  of  the  profounded 
peace.  It  is  faid,  and  feems  probable,  ihat  this  iup- 
pofed  fecurity,  increafed  that  licence  and  laxity  of 
clifclpline,  of  which  we  have  before  taken  notice, 
and  produced  an  inattention  to  the  poilibility  of  a 
furprize,  which  no  fucceis  or  fituation  can  julhfy  in 
the  vicinity  of  an  enemy,  however  weak  or  con- 
temptible. 

Thefc 
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Thefe  circumftances,  if  they  really  exifted,  feem  1776. 
not  to  have  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  General  Wafh-  v.>^^~v-4 
ington.  But,  exclufive  of  thefe,  he  fully  faw  and 
comprehended  the  danger  to  which  Philadelphia 
and  the  vi^hole  province  would  be  inevitably  ex- 
pofed,  as  foon  as  the  Delaware  was  thoroughly 
covered  with  ice,  if  the  enemy,  by  retaining  pof- 
feffion  of  the  oppofite  fliore,  were  at  hand  to  profit 
of  that  circumftance,  whiKt  he  was  utterly  incapable 
of  oppofmg  them  in  the  field. 

To  ward  off  this  danger,  he  with  equal  boldnefs 
and  ability  formed  a  defign  to  prevent  the  enemy, 
by  beating  up  their  quarters ;  intending  to  remedy 
the  deficiency  of  force  by  the  manner  of  applying 
it ;  by  bringing  it  nearly  to  a  point ;  and  by  at- 
tacking unexpe«Stedly  and  fcparately  thofe  bodies 
which  he  could  not  venture  to  encounter  if  united. 
If  the  deiign  fucceeded  only  in  part,  it  might,  how- 
ever, induce  the  enemy  to  contrad  their  canton- 
ments, and  to  quit  the  vicinity  of  the  river,  when 
they  found  it  was  not  a  fufficient  barrier  to  cover 
their  quarters  from  infult  and  danger  ;  thus  ob- 
taining that  fecurity  for  Philadelphia,  which,  at  pre- 
fcnt,  was  the  principal  objed;  of  his  attention. 

For  this  purpofe,  General  Wafhington  took  the 
neceffary  meafures  for  aifembling  his  forces  (which 
confided  mofily  of  drafts  from  the  militia  of  Penfyi- 
vaniaand  Virginia)  in  three  divinons,  each  of  which 
was  to  arrive  at  its  appointed  ilation  on  the  Dela- 
ware, as  foon  after  dark,  and  with  as  little  noife 
as  poiTible,  on  the  night  of  Chriffmas-day.  Two  of 
thefe  divilions  v/ere  under  the  command  of  the 
Generals  Erwing  and  Cadwallader,  the  firft  of  which 
w^as  to  pals  the  river  at  Trenton  Ferry,  about  a  ^ 
mile  below  the  town,  and  the  other  ftill  lower  to- 
wards Bordentown.  The  principal  body  was  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Wafliington  in  perfon,  aliiited  by 
the  Generals  Sullivan  and  Green,  and  confifted  of 

about 
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1776.    about  2500  men,  provided  with  a  train  of  20  fmall 
^^^^''^^    t>rafs  field  pieces* 

With  this  body  he  arrived  at  M'Kenky's  Ferry, 
about  nine  miles  above  Trenton,  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, hoping  to  be  able  to  pafs  the  dlvifion  and 
artillery  over  by  midnight,  and  that  it  vi^ould  then 
be  no  difficulty  to  reach  that  place  long  before  day 
light,  and  eft'edtually  to  furprize  Rail's  brigade. 
The  river  was,  however,  fo  incumbered  with  ice, 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  the  boats  could  make 
their  way  through,  v/hich  with  the  extreme  leverity 
of  the  weather,  retarded  their  paifage  fo  much,  that 
it  was  near  four  o'clock  before  it  was  compkated. 
They  were  fhill  equally  delayed  and  incommoded 
in  the  m.arch  by  a  violent  Itorm  of  fnow  and  hail, 
which  rendered  the  way  fo  llippery,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  they  reached  the  place  of  deflination  by 
eight  o'clock. 

The  detachment  had  been  formed  in  two  divi- 
fions  immediately  upon  palfmg  the  river,  one  of 
which,  turning  to  the  right,  took  the  lower  road  to 
Trenton,  whillt  the  other,  with  General  Wafliing- 
ton,  proceeded  along  the  upper,  or  Pennington  road. 
Notwithftanding  the  delays  they  met,  and  the  ad- 
vanced flate  of  daylight,  the  Hcffians  had  no  know- 
ledge of  their  approach,  until  an  advanced  poll,  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  town,  was  attacked  by  the 
upper  divifion,  the  lower,  about  the  lame  time, 
driving  in  the  outguards  on  their  iide.  The  regi- 
ment of  Rail,  having  been  detached  to  fupport  the 
picket  which  was  firil  attacked,  was  thrown  into 
diforder  by  the  ret. eat  of  that  party,  and  obliged 
Col.  Rail  ^^  rejoin  the  main  body.  Colonel  Rail  now  bravely 
mortally  charged  the  enemy,  but  being  ioon  mortally  wound- 
vrcuncled  ed,  the  troops  were  thrown  into  diforder  after  a  fhort 
engap;ement,  and  driven  from  their  artillery,  which 
coniiFled  only  of  fix  battalion  brafs  held  pieces. 
Thus  overpowered,  and  nearly  furrounded,  after  an 

in- 
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ineffectual  attempt  to  retreat  to  Princetown,  the    1776. 
three  regiments  of  Rail,  Lofsberg,  and  Knyphaufen,   ^^^-y^^ 
found  thcmfelves  under  the  unfortunate  necellity  of  ^hrce 
furrendering  prifoners  of  war.  regi- 

ments 
As  the  road  along  the  river  fide  to  Bordentown  furrender 
led  from  that  part  of  Trenton  moil  remote  from  the  ^J^^ 
enemy,  the   light-horfe,   chaffeurs,    a  confiderable  pHfoners. 
number  of  the  private  men,  with  fome  few  officers, 
made  their  efcape  that  way.     It  is  alfo  faid,  that  a 
number  of  the  HeiTians  who  had  been  out  maraud- 
ing in  the  country,  and  accordingly  abfent  from 
their  duty  that   morning,   found  the  fame  refuge, 
whilft  their  crime  was  covered  under  the  common 
misfortune. 

The  lofs  of  the  Heflians  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  very  inconfiderable,  not  exceeding  30  or  40  at 
the  molt ;  that  on  the  other  fide  was  too  trifling  to 
be  mentioned ;  the  whole  number  of  prifoners 
amounted  to  918.  Thus  was  one  part  of  General 
Wafliington's  project  crowned  with  fuccefs ;  but 
the  two  others  failed  in  the  execution,  the  quantity 
of  ice  being  fo  great,  that  the  divifions  under  Erwing 
and  Cadwallader,  found  the  river,  where  they  di- 
rected their  attempts,  impaffable.  If  this  had  not 
been  the  cafe,  and  that  the  firlt,  in  purfuance  of 
his  inftructions,  had  been  able  to  have  polfelTed  the 
bridge  over  Trenton  Creek,  not  one  of  thofe  who 
made  their  way  to  Bordentown  could  have  efcaped. 
But  if  the  defign  had  taken  effect  in  all  its  parts, 
and  the  three  divifions  had  joined  after  the  aftair  at 
Trenton,  it  feems  probable  that  they  would  have 
fwept  all  the  pofts  on  the  river  before  them. 

As  things  v/ere.  General  Wafliington  could  not 
proceed  any  further  in  the  profecution  of  his  defign. 
'f  he  force  he  had  wi^h  him  was  far  from  being  able 
even  to  maintain  its  ground  at  Trenton,  there  being 
a  ftrong  body  of  light  infantry  within  a  f^w  miles 

at 
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at  Princetown,  which  by  the  jun6lion  of  Donop's 
brigade,  or  other  bodies  from  the  cantonments, 
would  have  foon  overwhelmed  his  little  army.  He 
accordingly  repafled  the  Delaware  the  fame  evening, 
carrying  with  him  the  prifoners,  who  with  their 
artillery  and  colours,  afforded  a  day  of  new  and 
joyful  triumph  at  Philadelphia. 

This  fmall  fuccefs  wonderfully  raifed  the  fpirits 
of  the  Americans.  It  is  an  odd,  but  a  general  dif- 
pofition  of  mankind,  to  be  much  more  afraid  of 
thofe  whom  they  do  not  know,  than  of  thofe  with 
whom  th("y  are  acquainted.  Difference  of  drefs, 
of  arms  (though  lefs  ufefui),  of  complexion,  beard, 
colour  of  the  hair  or  eyes,  with  the  general  manner, 
*air,  and  countenance,  have  at  different  times  had 
furprizing  effects  upon  brave,  difciplined,  and  expe- 
rienced armies.  The  Plefflans  had  hitherto  been 
very  terrible  to  the  Americans ;  and  the  taking  of 
a  whole  brigade  of  them  prifoners,  feemed^fo-incre- 
dible,  that  at  the  very  time  they  were  marching 
into  Philadelphia,  people  w^ere  contending  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  town,  that  the  whole  ftory  was  a 
fidlion,  and  indeed  that  it  could  not  be  true.  The 
charm  was  now,  however,  diffolved,  and  the  Hef- 
fians  were  no  longer  terrible.  In  the  mean  time 
General  Wafliington  v/as  reinforced  by  feveral  regi- 
ments from  Virginia  and  Maryland,  as  well  as  with 
feveral  new  bodies  of  the  Penfylvania  mihtia,  who, 
with  thofe  of  that  province  already  under  his  com- 
mand, were  much  diftinguiffied  in  the  hard  fervice 
of  the  enfuing  winter  campaign. 

The  furprize  at  Trenton  did  not  excite  lefs  araa^e- 
msnt  in  the  Britifli  and  auxiliary  quarters,  than  it 
did  joy  in  thofe  of  the  Americans.  Blame  was 
loofely  fcattered  every  where.  That  three  old  efta- 
bliihed  regiments,  of  a  people  who  make  war  their 
profeffion,  ihould  lay  down  their  arms  to  a  ragged 
and  undifciplined  militia,  and  that  with  fcarcely  any 

lofs 
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^ofs  on  cither  fide,  feemed  an  event  of  fo  extraor-    i776» 
dinary  a  nature,  that  it  gave  full  fcope  to  the  opera- 
tion of  conjecLure,  fufpicicn,  cenfure,  and  maligni- 
ty, as  diiierent  tempers  were  differently  affected. 

The  General  was  blamed  for  laying  fo  extenfive 
a  chain  of  cantonments,*  Rail  was  condemned  for 
marching  out  of  the  town  to  meet  the  enemy,  ^nd 
the  charader  of  the  Hellians,  in  general,  did  not 
rife  in  the  opinion  of  their  allies. 

As  to  the  firfl,  the  General  had  forefeen  the  ob* 
je^lion,  but  he  depended  upon  the  weaknefs  of  the 
enemy,  the  good  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
confiderable  force  which  was  (lationed  in  the  advanced 
polls,  and  was  befides  influenced  by  a  defire  to 
cover  and  proted  the  county  of  Monmouth,  where 
a  great  number  of  the  people  were  well  afiecled 
to  the  royal  caufe.  It  may  be  added,  that  perhaps 
no  line  of  cantonment  or  pofl  can  be  contrived  fo 
compad  and  fecure,  as  not  to  admit  the  poflibility 
of  an  imprellion  in  fome  one  part,  by  a  force  much 
inferior   to  the   aggregate  power  of  the   defenlive. 

With  refped  to  Colonel  Rail,  if  the  charge 
againil  him  was  well  founded,  his  mifconduft  fprung 
from  an  error,  which  was  generally  prevalent 
among  the  ofEcers  and  men  both  of  the  Britifh  and 
HefTian  forces.  The  fad:  is,  that  from  the  fuccelfes 
of  the  preceding  campaign,  and  the  vafl  fuperiority 
which  they  perceived  in  themfelves  in  every  adion, 
they  had  held  the  Americans  in  too  great  contempt 
both  as  men  and  as  foldiers,    and  were  too  apt  to 

D  d  d  attribute 

*  As  the  conduct  of  Lord  and  General  Howe,  during  their 
CommanJ  in  America,  became  the  fubjecl  of  a  parliamentary 
enquiry  in  the  feiTion  of  1779.  We  have  given  in  the  Appen- 
dix, the  evidence,  at  large  of  the  principal  officers  under  their 
command,  ?s  delivered  before  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  we  prefume  will  prove  acceptable  to  our 
readers,  as  it  will  throw  great  light  on  many  tranfaClions,  which 
before  were  not  fully  explained. 
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1776.  attribute  thofe  advantages  to  Ibme  extraordinary 
^-^^^^^^  pcrlbnal  virtue  and  excellence,  which  were  in  reality 
derived  froin  the  concurrence  of  a  number  of  other, 
and  very  different  caufes  ;  from  military  (kill,  ex- 
perience and  difciplinc  ;  from  the  fuperior  excel- 
lence of  their  fmall  arms,  artillery,  and  of  all  other 
engines,  furniture,  and  fupplies,  neceilary  for  war  ; 
and  ftiii  more  particularly,  to  a  better  fupply,  and 
a  more  dexterous  and  efFecfive  ufe  of  bayonets  ; 
which  gave  them  a  great  fuperiority  over  the  Ame- 
ricans, who  were  poorly  furniflied  with  this  kind  of 
arms,  and  were  by  no  means  expert  in  the  ufe  of 
them. 

1;^^^^  The  alarm  now  fpread,  induced  the  Britifli   and 

Corn-       auxiliary  troops  immediately  to  allembies  and  Ge- 

wallis        neral  Grant,  with  the  forces  at  Brunfwick  and  that 

returns      quarter,  to  advance  fpeedily  to  Princetown  ;  whilil 

to  the       Lord  Cornwallis,  who  had  gone  to  New  York  in 

his  way  to  England,  found  it  neceli'ary  to  delay  his 

voyage,   and  return  pod  to  the  defence  of  the  Jer- 

feys.     They  were   not  now  without  an  enemy  to 

encounter,   for   General  Walliington,   encouraged 

by  the  reinforcements  he  had  received,  had  again 

pafled  the  Delaware,  and  was  with  his  w^hole  force 

at  Trenton. 

i 

Jan.  2,  Lord  Cornwallis  marched  immediately  to  attack 
ijyj.  the  enemy,  whom  he  found  in  a  ftrong  pofition, 
' — V — '  formed  at  the  back  of  Trenton  Creek,  being  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  bridge,  and  other  pailages,  which 
were  well  covered  with  artillery.  After  feveral 
Ikirmiflies  in  the  approach,  a  cannonade  enfued  on 
both  lides,  which  continued  until  night.  A  brigade 
of  the  Britilh  troops  lay  that  night  at  Maidenhead, 
{"r^L  miles  from  Trenton,  and  another  upon  its  march 
from  Brunfwick,  conllfling  of  the  17th,  the  40th, 
and  55th  regiments,  under  the  command  of  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Mawhood,  were  at  Princetown,  about 
the  fame  diffance  bevond  Maidenhead. 

In 
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In  this  fituation  on  both  fides.  General  Walhing-    1777. 

ton,   who  was  far  from  intending  to  rifque  a  battle,    ^--^''^^^ 

having  taken  the  necelfary  precaution  of  keeping  General 

up  the  fires,    and   every  other   appearance    of  iliil  Wa(h- 

^  occupying  his  camp,  and  leaving  imall  parties  to  go  ington  ^ 

the  rounds,    and  guard    the  bridge  and  the  fords,  ^^^^^  ^^® 

withdrew  the  reft  of  his  forces  in  the  dead  of  niirht,  ^^^"P'^" 

I'll  n  c         1   -\  -  rT-.!  t      ?  attacks 

and  with  the  moil:  proround  iilence.      Ihey  marcaed  Colonel 

with  fuch  expedition  towards  Princetown,  that  Maw- 
though  they  took  a  large  circuit  by  Allentown,  hood, 
partly  to  get  clear  of  the  Trenton,  or  Aifumpink  "^^^ 
Creek,  and  partly  to  avoid  the  brigade  which  lay  at 
Maidenhead,  their  van  fell  in  at  liinrife  the  next 
morning  with  Colonel  Mawhood,  who  had  juft  be- 
gun his  march.  That  officer  not  having  the  imalleft 
idea  of  their  forces,  the  fogginefs  of  the  morning, 
or  circumdances  of  the  ground,  preventing  him 
from  feeing  its  extent,  confidered  it  only  as  the  at- 
tempt of  lome  flying  party  to  interrupt  his  march, 
and  having  eafily  difperfed  thofe  by  whom  he  was 
firfl:  attacked,  pulhed  forward  without  further  ap- 
prehenhon.  But  in  a  little  time,  he  not  only  found 
that  the  17th  regiment  which  he  led  was  attacked 
on  all  fides  by  a  fuperior  force,  but  that  it  was  alfo 
feparated  and  cut  oit'  from  the  reft  of  the  brigade, 
whillf  he  difcovered,  by  the  continued  diftant  hring, 
that  the  55th,  which  immediately  followed,  was  not 
in  better  circumflances. 

In  this  trying  and  dangerous  fituation,  the  brave 
commander,  and  his  equally  brave  regiment,  gained 
immortal  honour.  After  a  violent  confiict,  and  the 
greatefl  repeated  exertions  of  courage  and  difcip- 
line,  they  at  length,  by  dint  of  bayonet,  forced 
their  way  through  the  thickeit  ranks  of  the  enemy,  ^ 
and  purfued  their  march-  to  Maidenhead  undiflurb- 
ed.  The  55th  regiment  was  little  lefs  preffed,  and 
finding  it  impoilible  to  continue  its  march,  wuh 
great  refolution  made  good  its  retreat,  and  returned 
by  the  way  of  HiliiLorcugh  to  Brunfw  ick.   The  40th 

-     regi- 


388]  "The  HISTORY^  ihe         Chap.  XIIL 

1777.    regiment,  which  was  flill  at  Prmcetown  when  the 
V-vN^   a£lion  began,  fuffered  lefs  than  the  others,  and  re- 
tired by  another  road  to  the  fame  place.     The  ene- 
my acknowledged  that  nothing  could  exceed  the 
gallant  behaviour  of  the  corps  under  Mawhood. 

Though  the  number  killed,  confidering  the  na- 
ture and  warmth  of  the  engagements,  was  not  fo 
confiderable  as  might  have  been  expeded ;  yet,  upon 
the  whole,  the  three  regiments  fuffered  fevereiy  ; 
their  lofs  in  prifoners,  amounting  to  about  200 ; 
the  killed  and  wounded  were  much  fewer.  The 
Americans  had  many  more  killed,  among  whom 
were  fome  brave  officers,  particularly  General  Mer- 
cer belonging  to  Virginia,  who  was  much  efteemed 
and  lamented. 

It  cannot  efcape  the  obfervation  of  any  perfon 
who  has  attended  to  the  circumitances  of  this  war, 
that  the  number  {lain  on  the  fide  of  the  Americans, 
has  in  general  greatly  exceeded  that  in  the  royal 
army.  Thougheverydefedl  in  military  ikill,  expe- 
rience, judgment,  conduct,  and  mechanical  habit, 
will  in  fome  degree  account  for  this  circumflance, 
yet  perhaps  it  may  be  more  particularly  attributed 
to  the  imperfect  loading  of  their  pieces  in  the  hurry 
of  action,  than  to  any  other  caufe  ;  a  defect,  of  all 
others,  the  moll  fatal ;  the  moll  difficult  to  be  re- 
fnedied  in  a  new  army  :  and  to  which  even  veterans 
...  are  not  fufficiently  attentive.  To  this  may  be  alio 
^^  added  the  various  make  of  their  fmall  arms,  which 
being  procured  as  chance  or  oppoitunity  favoured 
them,  from  remote  and  different  quarters,  were 
equally  different  in  fize  and  bore,  which  rendered 
their  being  fitted  with  ball  upon  any  general  fcale 
impracticable. 

This  adive  and  unexpected  movement,  with  its 
fpirited  confequences,    immediately  recalled  Lord 
Cornwalii3  from  the  Delaware  ;  who  was,  not  with- 
out 
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out  reafon,  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  the  troops  and    1777. 
magazines   at   Brunfwkk.      The    Americans    ftill   ^^-^"^"^ 
avoiding  a  general  adion,  and   fatisfied  with  their  Lord 
prefent  advantag-es,  croffed  the  Millftone  river,  with-  CGmwal. 

^  n      t      ^  T  r         1  1  lis  returns 

out  any  further  attempt.     In  a  few  days,  however,  f^^jj^^j^e 
they  overrun  Eaft  Jerfey  as  well  as  the  Weft,  fpread-  Delaware 
ing  themfelves  over  the  Rariton,   even  into  Efiex  to  Brunf- 
county,  where,    by  feizing     Newark,    Elizabeth  wick. 
Town,   and  Woodbridge,  they  became  mafters  of 
the  coaft  oppofite  to  Staten  Ifiand.     Their  principal 
polls  were  taken  and  ftrengthened  with   fo  much 
judgement,  that    it  was  not  pradicable  to  diilodge 
them.     The  royal  army  retained  only  the  tw  o  poits 
of  Brunfwick  and  Amboy,   the  one  fituated  a  fev^? 
miles  up  the  Rariton,  the  other  point  of  land  at  its 
mouth,  and  both  holding  an  open  cemmunication 
with  New-York  by  fea. 

Thus  by  a  few  well  concerted  and  fpirited  adions,  Amerl- 
was   Philadelphia   faved,    Penfylvania  freed   from  ^^^^ /^^e' 
danger,   the  Jerfeys  nearly  recovered,  and  a  vidori-  V^J^^  ^^^ 
ous  and  far  fuperior  army  reduced  to  ad  upon  the        ^ 
defenfive,   and  for  feveral  months  reftrained  within 
very  narrow  and  inconvenient  limits.  Theie  anions, 
and  the  fudden   recovery  from  the  loweft  ftate   of 
weaknefs  and  diftrefs,  to  become  a  formidable  ene- 
n:y  in  the  field,  railed  the  character  of  General 
Walliington,  as  a  commander,   very  high  both  in 
Europe  and  America  ;  and  with  his  preceding  and 
fubfequent   conduQ,    ferve  all   together  to  give  a 
fanftion   to  that  appellation,  which   is  now  pretty 
generally  applied  to  him,  of  the  American  Fabius. 

Nor  was  this  change  of  afFairs  to  be  attributed  to 
any  error  in  the  Britifli  Generals,  or  fault  in  the 
troops  which  they  commanded  ;  but  depended  en- 
tirely upon  the  happy  application  of  a  number  of 
powerful  and  concurring  circumftances,  which  were 
far  beyond  their  reach  or  controul.  Though  many 
f>f  thefe  were  forefeen  and  pointed  out  by  thofe  who 

froni 
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1777.    from  the  beginning,   either  oppofed  in  public,    or 

v>-v->^   regretted  in  private,  this  Avar,  and  that  others  are 

now  obvious  to  every  body,  it  may  not,  hovi^ever,  be 

aniifs  to  fpecify  fome  of  thofe  caufes  which  clogged 

it  with  particular  difficulties. 

Among  the  principal  of  thefe  may  be  confidered 
the  vail  extent  of  that  continent,  with  its  unufual 
diilribution  into  great  tracts  of  cultivated  and  favage 
territory ;  the  long  extent  of  fea  coail:  in  front,  and 
the  boundlefs  waites  at  the  back  of  the  inhabited 
countries,  ailording  refource  or  fhelter  in  ail  circum- 
ftances ;  the  numberlefs  inaccefnbie  polls,  and 
ftrong  natural  barriers,  formed  by  the  various  com- 
binations of  woods,  mountains,  rivers,  lakes  and 
marilies.  All  thefe  properties  and  circumltances, 
with  others  appertaining  to  the  climates  and  feafons, 
may  be  laid  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  inhabitants 
of  fuch  countries  in  a  defeniive  war.  To  thefe 
may  be  added  others  lefs  local.  The  unexpeded 
union,  and  unknown  ftrength  of  the  colonies ;  the 
judicious  application  of  that  itrength,  by  fuiting  the 
deience  to  the  narure,  genius,  and  ability  of  the 
people,  as  well  as  to  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
country,  thereby  rendering  it  a  war  of  polls,  fur- 
prizes,  and  fkirmiihes,  initead  of  a  war  of  battles. 
To  all  thefe  may  be  added,  the  people's  not  being 
bridled  by  ftrong  cities,  nor  fettered  by  luxury  to 
thofe  which  were  otherwife,  fo  that  the  redu'Sion 
Oi  a  capital  had  no  elfeQ  upon  the  reft  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  army  could  retain  no  more  territory 

Bntifn      than  what  it  occupied,  which  was  again  loft  as  foon 

and  Aux-  as  it  departed  to  anotlier  quarter. 

iliary  for- 
ces keep  TA      •  1  •    •  •  1     -  1     1        r 

pofTcirion  TJurmg  the  rcmammg  wmter,  and  tlie  whole  or 
of  Brunf-  the  fpring  the  army  under  Lord  Cornwallis  co:-iti- 
wick  and  nucd  much  ftraitened  at  Brunfwick  and  Amboy, 
Amboy,  ^{^^  troops  undergoing,  wirh  the  greateft  perfeve- 
during.  ic  j.^^^^^  ^„^j  relolucion,  the  hardfhips  of  a  moft  fevere 


reniai 


of  the       ^'^^^'  unremitting    duty ;    whiiit   their    ranks   were 
winter.  thinned 
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thinned  by  a  continued  feries  of  ikirmiihes,  which  1777. 
were  productive  of  no  real  advantage  on  either  fide,  ^^-^^"^^ 
ether  than  that  of  inuring  the  Americans  to  mili- 
tarv  fervice.  In  a  word,  every  load  of  forage  which 
was  procured,  and  every  article  of  provifion  which 
did  not  come  from  New-York,  was  fought  or  pur- 
chafed  at  the  price  of  blood. 


The  confeauence  of  the  late  militarv  outrag-es  in 
the  Jerfeys  were  feverely  felt  in  the  prefent  change 
of  circumflances.  As  foon  as  fortune  turned,  and 
the  means  were  in  their  power,  the  fuiferers  of  all 
parties,  the  well  difpofed  to  the  royal  caufe,  as  well 
as  the  neutrals  and  wavering,  now  rofe  as  a  man  to 
revenge  their  perfonal  injuries  and  particular  op- 
preffions,  and  being  goaded  by  a  keener  fpur,  than 
any  which  a  public  caufe,  or  general  motive  could 
have  excited,  became  its  bittereil  and  molt  deter- 
mined enemies.  Thus  the  whole  country.^  with  too 
few  exceptions,  became  hoftiie  ;  thole  who  wxre 
incapable  of  arms,  ading  as  fpies,  and  keeping  a 
continual  watch  for  thofe  who  bore  them ;  fo  that 
the  fmalleil  motion  could  not  be  made,  without  its 
being  expofed  and  difcovered,  before  it  could  pro- 
duce its  intended  eflecL  Such  v/ere  the  untoward 
events,  that  in  the  winter  dam.ped  the  hopes  of  a 
viftorious  army 3  and  nipped  the  laurels  of  a  fore- 
going profperous  campaign. 

V/e  have  formerly  had  occafion  to  iliew,  the  bad  Indian 
fuccefs    which    invariably    attended    the    repeated  war. 
attempts  that  had  been  made,  of  callinu'  oif  the  at- 
tention  and  force  of  the  fouthern  colonies  from  the 
fapport  (/J'  the  general  alliance  to  their  own  imme- 
diate defence,  by  involving  them  eft'edually  in  civil 
war   and  domeliic  contention,  either  through  the 
means  of  the  well  aiFeded  in  general,   the  Regu- 
lators and  Highland  emigrants  in  the  Carolinas,  or 
ot  the  Negroes  in  Virginia.     We  have  ahb  taken  ' 
fouie  fmall  notice,  of  the  charges  made  by  the  infur- 

gents 
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1777.    gents  in  fome  of  thefe  provinces  againft  their  gover- 


V-^-VN^ 


nors,  of  endeavouring  to  bring  the  favages  dewn  to 
further  thoie  defigns. 

The  failure  of  thefe  attempts,  was  not  fiifficient 
to  damp  the  zeal  of  the  Britiih  agents  among  the 
Indian  nations,  nor  to  render  them  hopelefs  of  ftill 
performing  fome  eflential  fervice,  by  engaging  thefe 
people  to  make  a  diverfion,  and  to  attack  the  fouth- 
ern  colonies  in  their  back  and  defencelefs  parts. 
The  Indians,  ever  light  in  ad  and  faith,  greedy  of 
prefents,  and  eager  for  fpoil,  were  not  difficultly 
induced,  by  a  proper  application  of  the  one,  and  the 
hope  of  the  other,  concurring  with  their  own  natu- 
ral difpofition,  to  forget  the  treaties  which  they  had 
lately  confirmed  or  renewed  with  the  colonifls,  and 
to  engage  in  the  defign. 

It  was  held  out  to  them,  that  a  Britifh  army  was 
to  land  in  Weft  Florida,  and  after  penetrating 
through  the  Creek,  Chickefaw,  and  Cherokee  coun- 
tries, and  being  joined  by  the  warriors  of  thofe 
nations,  they  were  jointly  to  invade  the  Carolinas 
and  Virginia,  whilft  another  formidable  force  by 
fea  and  land,  was  to  make  a  powerful  impreffion  on 
the  coafts.  Circular  letters  to  the  fame  import, 
were  fent  by  Mr.  Stuart,  the  principal  agent  for 
Indian  affairs,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  fettle- 
ments,  requiring  all  the  well-affeded,  as  well  as  all 
thofe,  who  were  willing  to  preferve  themfelves  and 
their  families  from  the  inevitable  calamities  and 
deftrudion  of  an  Indian  war,  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
repair  to  the  royal  ftandard,  as  foon  as  it  was  ered- 
ed  in  the  Cherokee  country,  and  to  bring  T/ith  them 
their  horfes,  cattle,  and  provifions,  for  all  of  which 
they  were  promifed  payment.  They  were  likewife 
required,  for  their  prefent  fecurity,  and  future  dif- 
tindion  from  the  King's  enemies,  to  fubfcribe  im- 
mediately to  a  written  paper,  declaratory  of  their 
allegiance* 

The 
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The  fcheme  was  fo  plaufible,  and  carried  fuch  a 
probability  of  fuccefs,  that  it  foemed  to  have  had  a 
very  extenfive  operation  upon  the  difpofition  of  the 
Indians,  and  to  have  prepared  them  in  a  great  mea- 
flure  for  a  general  confederacy  againft  the  Colonies. 
Even  the  fix  nations,  who  had  before  agreed  to  the 
.obfervance  of  a  flricl  neutrality,  now  committed 
feveral  fmall  acts  of  hoftility,  which  were  afterwards 
difowned  by  their  elders  and  chiefs.  The  Creek 
Indians,  more  violent,  began  the  iouthern  war  with 
all  their  ufual  barbarity,  until  finding  that  the 
expefted  fuccours  did  not  arrive,  they,  with  a  fore- 
fight  uncommon  among  Indians,  flopped  fuddenly 
,fnort,  and  repenting  of  what  they  had  done,  were, 
in  the  prefent  Hate  of  aiTairs,  eafily  excufedj  and 
being  afterwards  applied  to  for  airdlance  by  the 
Cherokees,  returned  for  anfwer,  'that  they,^  the  lat- 
ter, had  plucked  the  thorn  out  of  their  foot,  and 
were  welcome  to  keep  it. 

:Butvthe  Cherokees  fell  upon  the  radjoining  colo- 
nies with -determined  fury,  carrying,  for  a  part  of 
the  fummer,  ruin  and  defolation  wherever  they  came, 
fcalping  and  fiaughtering  the  people,  and  totally  de- 
(Iroying  their  fettlements.  They  were  foon,  how- 
ever checked,  and  feverely  experienced,  that  things 
were  much  altered,  fmce  the  time  of  their  former 
warfare  upon  the  fame  ground,  and  that  the  martial 
ipirit  now  prevalent  in  the  colonies,  was  extended 
to  their  remotefl  frontiers.  They  .were  not  only 
repulfed  or  defeated  in  every  action,  by  the  neigh- 
bourino-  militia  of  VirQ-inia  and  the  Carolinas,  but 
purfued  into  their  own  country,  where  their  towns 
were  demolilhed,  their  corn  deftroyed,  and  their 
warriors  thinned  in  repeated  engagements,  until  the  -  v^^.^^^^ 
nation  was  nearly  extermiivUed,  and  the  wretched 
furvivors  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  any  terms  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  vi<5lors ;  v/hile  the  neighbouring 
nations  of  Indians  were  filent  and  palTive  fpedators 
«f  their  calamities. 

Eee  Nor 
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Nor  was  this  Indian  war  more  fortunate,  with  re- 
fped  to  its  effect  on  the  well-affeclcd  on  thofe  quar- 
ters ;  who  are  not  only  faid,  to  a  man,  to  have  ex- 
preiled  the  utmoft  averlion  to  the  authors,  and  ab- 
horrence of  the  cruelty  of  that  meafure,  but  that 
fome  of  the  chief  leaders  of  the  tories,  avov;ed  a 
recantation  of  their  former  principles,  merely  upon 
that  account. 

It  was  in  the  midft  of  the  buftle  and  danger  of 
Od.  4.  the  war,  and  when  the  fcale  of  fortune  feemed  to 
hang  heavily  againft  them,  by  the  defeat  on  Long- 
Ifiand,  and  the  redudion  of  New-York,  at  a  time, 
w4ien  a  great  and  invincible  force  by  fea  and  land, 
carried  difmay  and  conquefl  wherever  it  directed 
its  courfe,  that  all  the  members  of  the  Congrefs 
ventured  to  fign  that  remarkable  treaty  of  perpetual 
compact  and  union  between  the  thirteen  revolted 
colonies,  which  lays  down  an  invariable  fyftem  of 
rules  or  laws,  for  their  government  in  all  public 
cafes  with  refpedl  to  each  other  in  peace  or  war,  and 
is  alfo  extended  to  their  commerce  with  foreign 
ifates.  This  piece,  which  may  be  confidered  as  a 
moll  dangerous  fupplement  to  the  Declaration  of 
Independency,  was  publiflied  under  the  title  of  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union  be- 
tween the  thirteen  fpecified  Hates,  and  has  fmce  re- 
ceived, as  the  neceffary  forms  would  permit,  the 
feparate  ratifications  of  each  colony.  Such  was  in 
general  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  America  at  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1776.  \_For  thefe  Art  ides  at  large  ^  fee 
Append'nK* 


CHAP. 
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State  of  affairs  at  Nenv- Tork  previous  to  the  openiiig  of  the  cam- 
paign. Loyal  provincials  embodied,  and  placed  under  the 
coi?i7nand  of  Governor  Try  on.  Expedition  to  Peeks  Kill. 
To'  Da?ihury,  under  General  Try  on.  Magazines  deflroyed. 
General  Woofer  killed.  Vejjels  and  provifons  deflroyed  at 
Sagg  Harbour,  by  a  detachment  from  ConneSficut  under  Colonel 
Meigs.  Advantages  derived  by  GeJieral  Wafhington^from  the 
deteiition  of  the  army  at  Nen.u-Tork  through  the  vjaiit  of  tents. 
Differe?it  fchemes  f'-gg^ftsd  for  conducting  the  operations  of  the 
oampaign,  all  tending  to  one  objeld.  General  Sir  William  Hoive 
takes  the  field ;  fails  in  his  attempt  to  bring  Wafhi?2gton  to 
a6lion  ;  retires  to  Amboy.  Turns  fiiddenly  and  advances  upon 
the  eneviy*  Skirmifoes.  Americans  imder  Lord  Sterling  de-- 
feated.  Wafbington  regains  his  firong  camp.  Royal  ar??iy 
pafs  over  to  Stateji  I/land.  Alarjn  excited  by  the  preparations 
'for  the  grand  expedition.  General  Prefcot  carried  off  from 
Rhode  If  and.  Rate  of  inter  ef  upon  the  public  loaji,  advanced 
hy  the  Congrefs.  Monuments  decreed  for  the  Generals  V/arren 
and  Mercer.  Fleet  and  army  depart  from  Sandy  Hook,  Force 
einbarked  on  the  expedition.  Congrefs  and  Wafbington  alarmed 
hy  the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga.  Fleet  arrives  at  the  River  Elk, 
after  a  tedious  voyage,  and  difficult  paffagc  up  Chefapeak  Bay. 
Army  lands  at  Elk  Ferry.  Declaration  iffued  by  the  General. 
Wafji?igt07i   returns  to  the  defence  of  Philadelphia.     Adva7ic,es 

.  to  the  Brandynvine,  and  to  Red-Clay  Creek.  Various  viovevients 
-tn  both  fides.  Action  at  the  Brandyn}jine.  General  Knyphaufe?!. 
tnakes  an  attack  at  Chad's  Ford.  Lord  Corfi^coallis  marches 
round  to  the  forks  of  the  Brandynvine,  n^ohere  he  paffes,  in  order 
to  attack  the  enemf  s  right.  Defeats  General  Sullivan.  Pur- 
fues  his  advantages  until ftopped  by  night.  General  Knyphaifoi 
paffes  at  Chad's  Ford.  Enemy  every  ivhere  defeated.  Lofs 
'071  both  fides.  Rcfeiflions  071  the  action.  Vi^ory  not  decifive. 
Foreig7i  officers  in  the  American  fervice.  Motions  of  the  Annies. 
Engagement  preve/ited  by  a  great  fall  of  rain.  Mnjor-General 
Grey,  furprizes  and  defeats  a  party  of  Americans  under  Get}e- 
ral  Wayne.  Royal  ar77iy  paffes  the  Schuylkill,  and  advances  to 
Ger77ian-Tonx)7i.  Lord  Cor7injjallis  takes  poffeffo7i  of  Philadcl' 
phia.      So7ne  of  the  principal  i7ihabitants  fent  prifoners  to  Vir- 

_  ginia,  upo7i  the  approach  of  the  ar7ny.  Attack  en  the  nenv  bat- 
teries at  Philadelphia.  Dela^jjare  frigate  taken.  Works  ccn- 
flruSied  by  the  A7nericans  to  render  the paffage  of  the  D.elanvare 
impraCiicablc.  Succefsful  expedltio7i  to  Billi7i£ s  Fort,  a7id  a 
p!^ff<^ge  made  through  the  lonver  barrier.  Royal  ar77:y  fnrpri zed 
and  attacked  by  the  A77iericans  at  Gervtan-Toivn.  An/eric  a  ns 
repulfed  nvith  lofs  and purfaed.  Brigadier  General  Aiiiie-w,  and 
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1777.  Colonel  Bird  killed.     Anny  refiioves  to  Philadelphia.      Unfiic* 

Ky^y'^J         cefsful  attack  upon  the  ene7?!.y*s  ivorks  on  the  Delaivare.      Hep 

fians  repulfed  ivith  great  lofs  at  Red  Bank.  Colonel  Donop  killed. 
Augujla  man  of  <ivar  and  Merlin  Jloop  dejlroyed,  Neiu  and 
efcilual  vwafures  taken  for  forcing  the  eitemf  s  <works.  Mud 
I/land  and  Red  Barik^  abandoned y  and  taken  nvith  their  artil- 
lery and  fores.  Americans  burn  their  gallic f  and  other  flip- 
ping. Pajfage  of  the  Delaivare  opened  to  Philadelphia.  Ge- 
neral Sif-  Willi  a  ju  Ho-\ve,  finding  all  his  efforts  to  bring  Wafh- 
ington  to  d  general  action  fruit lefs^  returns  ivith  the  ar7ny  t§ 
Philadelphia.     Americans  Hut  their    camp  at    Valley  Forge 

for  the  ixiirttef, 

"E  have  already  fiiewn  the  ftate  and  fituation 
of  the  armies  in  America  during  the  winter 
and  greater  part  of  the  fpring.  As  the  feafon 
opened,  and  enlarged  the  field  of  enterprize,  Our 
commanders  did  not  neglecl  feizing  thofe  advan- 
tages which  nature  and  their  naval  fuperiority  pre- 
lented,  in  a  country  deeply  interfeded  by  navigable 
rivers,  and  continually  laid  open  in  other  parts  by 
thenumberlefs  inlets  and  channels,  which  the  pecu- 
liar conftrudions  of  the  illands  and  coafLs,  admit  in 
their  junction  with  the  ocean  and  thofe  rivers. 

Loyal  ^        In  the  mean  time  a  confidcrable  body  of  provin- 
Provinci-  j,]^|  troops   was  formed  under  the  aufpices  of   Ge- 
died   and  ^^^"^"^  ^'^^  William  Howe,  Vv'hich  by  degrees  amount- 
placed       ^'^  t^  feveral  thoufand  men,   and  which   under  that 
under  the  denomination    included,    not   only  American,    but 
command  Britiih  and  Irifn  refugees  from  the  different  parts  of 
2.     '        the   continent.     This  corps   was  entirely  officered, 
either  by  thofe  gentlemen,   who  for  their    attach- 
ment to  the  royal  caufe  'had  been  obliged  to  aban- 
don   their    refpedive    provinces,   or  by  thofe   who 
hved  under  that  protedion  in  the  New- York  iilands. 
The  new  troops  were  placed  for  the  temporary  time 
oi  their  fervice,    upon  the  fame  footing  as  to  pay, 
fubhrience,  and  clothing,  with  the    eftabliihed  na- 
tional bodies  of  the  rovai   armv,    with  the  further 
aavcintaec  to  the  private  men  and  non-commiffioned 
orhcers,  that  they  v/ere  entitled  to  confiderable  al- 
lotments 


^y-r>sj 


Chap.  XIIL        Civil  War  in  A  M  E  R I C  A.  [397 

lotmentsof  vacant  lands  at  the  end  of  the  troubles.  1777. 
This  meafure,  befides  its  utility  in  point  of  (Irength, 
afforded  fome  prefent  provifion  to  thofe,  who  having 
loft  every  thing  in  this  unhappy  contefl,  were  now 
thrown  upon  the  crown,  as  their  only  refuge,  for 
fupport ;  whilft  on  the  other  fide,  inltead  of  their 
being  an  heavy  and  unprofitable  burden  to  the 
crown,  they  were  placed  in  a  condition  whi;.h  en- 
abled them  to  become  adive  and  uleful  inilrumc:rnts 
in  effeding  its  purpofes.  At  the  fame  time,  this 
acquifition  of  ftrength,  derived  from,  and  growing 
in  tlic  country,  carried  a  molt  flattering  appearance, 
and  feemed  to  indicate  refources  for  the  profecution 
of  the  war  in  the  very  theatre  of  ad:ion. 

As  all  new  forces  mud  of  courfe  be  much  fitter 
for  defence,  than  for  adive  fervice  in  the  field,  fo 
it  added  much  to  the  apparent  utility  of  this  mea- 
fure, that  the  royal  provincials  could  immediately 
be  difpofed  of  to  the  greateii:  advantage,  in  the  pro- 
teftion  and  defence  of  New- York  and  the  adjacent 
iHands,  fupplying  thereby  the  place  of  the  veteran 
troops,  and  affording  a  free  fcope  to  the  dill:ant  ope- 
rations of  the  grand  army.  To  render  this  defen- 
five  fyflem  for  the  illands  more  complete,  Governor 
Tryon,  who,  already  in  his  civil  capacity  command- 
ed the  militia,  and  who  had  taken  the  utmoft  pains 
in  its  eflablirnment,  v/as  now  placed  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief  at  the  head  of  tlie  nevv'  corps,  under 
the  title  and  rank  of  Major-General  of  the  provin- 
cials, whereby  he  was  enabled  efiedtually  to  com- 
bine and  bring  into  aQion  the  joint  force  of  thefe 
feparate  bodies. 

The  great  natural  fhrength  of  the  country,  the 
vicinity  of  the  North  River,  with  its  convenience  in 
refpcd  to  the  feat  of  war,  had  induced  the  Ameri- 
cans, during  the  vvir^tcr,  to  erecl  mills  and  eftablifh 
their  principal  magazines,  in  that  rough  and  moun- 
tainous tract  called  the  Manor  of  Courtland.     Thus 

it 
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1777.  it  became  their  grand  repofitory,  and  trufting  in 
\^r>r^  the  fecurity  of  this  natural  citadel,  neither  induilry 
was  wanting,  nor  expence  fpared,  in  abundantly  pro- 
viding it  with  immenfe  fupplies  of  provifions,  forage, 
and  Itores,  of  all  forts.  A  place,  otherwife  of  no 
importance,  called  Peek's  Kill,  which  lies  about 
fifty  miles  up  the  North  River  from  New- York, 
ferved  as  a  kind  of  port  to  Courtland  Manor,  by 
which  it  both  received  provifions,  and  difpenfed 
fupplies. 

Sir  William  Howe  was  well  aware  of  thefe  cir- 
cumilances  in  general,  and  was  as  well  convinced 
of  the  decifive  confequences  which  mull  enfue  from 
I  .  the  cutting  off  thofe  lefources,  which  the  enemy 
had  with  fuch  infinite  labour  and  expence  accumu- 
lated for  the  fupport  and  profecution  of  the  war. 
A  general  attempt  upon  Courtland  Manor,  would 
not  only  be  dangerous,  from  the  ftrength  of  the 
country,  and  impradicability  of  the  ground ;  but 
muft  frpm  its  own  nature  be  rendered  abortive ;  as 
the  length,  the  parade,  and  the  manner  of  the  pre- 
paration, Avould  afford  the  Americans  time  and 
warning  to  afiemble  their  whole  force  in  that  quar- 
ter ;  where,  if  we  Hill  perfided  in  our  defign,  we 
muit  fight  under  every  polTible  difadvantage,  and  a 
,  moral  certainty  of  great  lofs ;  and  if  they  did  not 
chufe,  even  upon  thefe  terms,  to  hazard  an  engage- 
ment with  us,  they  Vv^ouid  have  fufiicient  time  to 
remove  their  magazines,  before  we  could  bring  the 
point  to  any  decifion. 

Expcdi-  Peek's  Kill,  was,  however,  within  reach,  and  the 
tion  to  General  determined  to  profit  of  that  circumxftance. 
i-^.fj  ^  ('oloncl  Bird,  with  a  detachment  of  about  500  men, 
under  the  conducl  of  a  frigate  of  war,  and  other 
armed  veiiels,  was  fent  on  board  feme  tranfports  up 
the  North  River  for  that  fcrvice.  The  enemy  upon 
the  approach  of  the  Britilh  armament,  finding,  or 
thinking  thcnifelves,  unequal  to  the  defence  of  the 
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place,  and  being  convinced,  that  there  was  no  pof-  1777. 
fible  time  to  remove  any  thing  but  their  arms  and  ^-^-v-^-^ 
bodies,  fet  fire  to  the  barracks,  and  prhicipal  (lore- 
houfes  and  then  retired  to  a  (Irong  pafs  at  about 
tu^o  miles  diftance,  which  commanded  the  entrance 
into  the  mountains,  and  covered  a  road  which  led 
to  fome  of  the  mills  and  other  depofits.  The  Britilli 
troops  upon  their  landing,  perceiving  that  they  could 
not  have  time  or  opportunity  to  bring  off  the  provi- 
fions  or  other  articles,  completed  the  conflagration. 
All  the  magazines  were  dellroyed.  The  troops  re- 
embarked  when  the  fervice  was  performed,  and  the 
armament,  after  deftroying  feveral  fmall  craft  laden 
with  provifions,  returned. 

This  fervice,  however,  was  far  from  filling  up  the 
outhne  of  the  General's  defign.  The  magazines  at 
Peek's  Kill  were  not  of  the  importance  and  magni- 
tude \vhich  he  had  been  led  to  expecl:,  and  fome- 
thing,  if  pofTible,  muft  flill  be  done,  to  wxaken  the 
enemy  by  cutting  off  their  refources.  He  obtained 
intelligence,  that  the  Americans  had  depofited  large 
quantities  of  fiores  and  provifions  in  the  town  or 
village  of  Danbury,  and  other  places  in  the  borders 
of  Connecticut,  which  lay  contiguous  to  Courtland 
Manor.  An  expedition  was  accordingly  undertaken 
for  the  deftruclion  of  tliefe  depofits,  the  charge  of 
which,  as  an  introduction  to  his  new  military  com- 
mand, was  committed  to  Governor  Tryon,  who  was 
alFifled  by  thofe  adive  and  able  officers.  Brigadier 
General  Agnew,  and  Sir  William  Erfkine.  The 
expedition  was  laid  to  be  undertaken  on  a  plan  of 
General  Tryon,  who  had  flattered  himfelf  with  find-  April  25. 
ing  ajunclion  of  many  provincials  in  that  quarter  as 
foon  as  he  iliould  appear  with  the  troops. 

The  detachment  appointed  to  this  fervice  confill-  ^xnedl- 
ed  of  about  2000  men,  w^ho  being  pafled  through  tlonto 
the  Sound,  under  the   convoy  of  a  proper  naval  Danbury 
armament,  were  landed  near  Norw^alk  in  Connedi- 
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i^"]"]^'  cut,  about  20  miles  to  the  Southward  of  Danbury. 
As  the  country  was  in  no  ftate  of  preparation,  nor 
under  any  apprehenfion  of  the  defign,  the  troops 
advanced  without  interruption,  and  arrived  at  Dan- 
bury  the  following  day.  They  now  perceived  that 
the  country  was  rifing  to  intercept  their  return,  and 
as  no  carriages  could  be  procured,  if  it  had  been 
otherwife,  to  bring  off  the  ftores  and  provifions, 
they  immediately  proceeded  to  the  deilruclion  of 
the  magazine.  In  the  execution  of  this  prompt 
fervice,  the  town  was  unavoidably  burnt. 

The  detachment  returned  on  the  27th  by  the 
way  of  Ridgefield.  In  the  mean  time  the  Generals 
Woofter,  Arnold,  and  Silliman,  having  haftily  arriv- 
ed from  different  quarters,  and  collected  fuch  mili- 
tia as  were  within  their  reach,  endeavoured  by 
every  poffible  means  to  interrupt  their  march,  until 
a  greater  force  could  arrive  to  fupport  them  with 
effed:  in  the  defign  of  cutting  off  their  retreat.  The 
firft  of  thefe  officers  hung  upon  the  rear  of  the  de- 
tachment, whilfh  Arnold,  by  croiTmg  the  country 
gained  their  front,  in  order  to  difpute  their  palTage 
through  Ridgefield.  Ncir  could  the  excellent  order 
and  formidable  appearance  of  the  Britilh  forces, 
who  had  large  covering  parties  well  furnifhed  with 
field  pieces  on  their  flanks  and  rear,  nor  the  tumul- 
tuary manner  in  which  a  militia  not  very  numerous 
were  got  together,  prevent  the  Americans,  upon 
=  every  advantage  of  the  ground,  from  making  bold  at* 
tempts  to  interrupt  the  progrefs  of  the.King's  army. 
In  one  of  thefe  fkirmiflies,  Woofter  an  experienced 
Provincial  officer,  who  had  ferved  with  fome  repu- 
tation in  the  two  former  wars,  at  an  age  ;^pproachiTig 
clofely  to  feventy,  and  in  the  active  Exertion  of  a 
valour,  which  favoured  more  of  raflmefs,  than  of 
'the  temperance  and  difcretion  of  that  time  of  life, 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  with  the  fame  rcT 
folution  that  he  had  lived. 
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The  royal  forces  had  only  got  cult  of  Woodier,  1777. 
\vhen  they  found  themfelves  engaged  with  Arnold^  v.^^v"^ 
Avho  had  got  poifclTion  of  Ridgefield,  and  with  lefs 
than  an  hour's  advantage  of  time,  had  already 
thrown  up  fome  fort  of  an  entrenchment  to  cover 
his  front.  The  courage  and  difcipline  of  the  Britifh 
troops,  would  have  triumphed  over  an  enemy  more 
equal  in  force  and  condition.  The  village  was 
forced,  and  the  Americans  drove  back  on  all  fides. 
The  action  was  (harp,  and  Arnold  difplayed  his  ufual 
intrepidity.  His  horfe  having  been  fliot  within  a 
few  yards  of  our  foremofl  ranks,  he  fuddenly  difen- 
gaged  himklf,  and  drawing  out  a  piftol,  fhot  the 
foldier  dead  who  was  running  up  to  transfix  him 
witli  his  bayonet. 

General  Tryon  lay  that  night  at  Ridgefield,  and 
renewed  his  march  on  the  morning  of  the  28th. 
The  enemy  having  been  reinforced  with  troops  and 
cannon,  the  army  was  exceedingly  harraiTed  during 
this  day's  march.  Every  advantageous  poft  was 
feized  and  difputed,  whilft  hovering  parties  on  the 
flanks  and  rear,  continually  endeavoured  to  dillurb 
the  order  of  march,  and  to  profit  of  every  difficulty 
of  ground.  The  army  at  length  gained,  in  good 
time,  the  Hill  of  Compo,  within  cannon  Ihot  of  the 
fhips.  It  was  then  evening,  and  their  ammunition 
exhaulted,  although  it  is  reported,  that  they  had 
been  fupplied  with  fixty  rounds  a  man  at  their  outfet 
upon  the  expedition.  The  forces  immediately 
formed  upon  the  high  ground,  where  the  enemy 
feemed  more  determined  and  refolute  in  their  at- 
tack than  they  had  been  hitherto.  In  this  fituation, 
the  General  ordered  the  troops  to  advance,  and 
to  charge  with  their  bayonets.  This  order  was 
executed  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  the  enemy  was 
totally  broken,  and  every  thing  being  prepared  at 
the  fhore  for  their  reception,  the  troops  were  em- 
barked withgut  further  moleltatioru 
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1777.  Large  quantities  of  corn,  flour,  and  fcilt  provi- 
fions,  a  great  number  of  tents,  with  various  military 
ilores  and  neceifaries,  were  deftroyed  in  the  courfe 
ot  this  expedition.  The  lofs  of  men  on  the  royal 
ride,\vas,  as  ufual,  much  lefs  confiderable  than  could 
have  been  expeded  ;  the  whole,  in  killed,  wounded 
and  miffing,  amounted  to  172,  of  whom  more  than 
two  thirds  were  wounded.  The  general  lofs  under 
all  thefe  heads  on  the  American  fide  was  more  than 
double,  and  the  number  of  the  (lain  about  four  to 
one.  On  the  Britiih  fide  no  officer  was  killed.  On 
theirs,  befides  General  Wooller,  they  loll  three 
colonels,  and  a  Dr.  Atwater,  a  gentleman  of  con- 
fideration  in  that  country.  The  number  of  officers 
that  happened  to  be  in  that  country,  and  to  aflem- 
ble  on  the  occafion,  was  out  of  all  proportion  to  that 
of  the  private  men  ;  whilft  the  raw  and  undifciplin- 
ed  flate  of  the  militia,  together  with  their  weaknefs 
and  point  of  number,  obliged  the  former,  as  well 
as  thofe  volunteer  gentlemen  who  joined  them,  to 
uncommon  exertions,  and  to  expofe  themfelves  in 
an  extraordinary  degree.  Thefe  circumftances 
may  account  for  the  number  of  men  of  rank,  in 
their  fervice  who  fell  on  that  fide. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  effe£l  of  this  expedition  did 
not  probably  anfwer  the  expectation  upon  which  it 
was  founded.  The  adual  public  Itores  at  Danbury 
and  other  places  were  far  inferior  to  what  they  had 
been  fuppofed  or  reprefented ;  and  though  much 
mifchief  was  done,  it  may  appear  doubtful,  whether 
the  lofs  fuftained  on  the  one  fide  %yas  equivalent  to 
the  rifque  encountered  on  the  other.  Events,  how- 
ever, are  not  to  be  confidered  as  teds  of  condudl, 
and  it  milfl  ever  be  one  of  the  firft  objeds  with  a 
great  general,  to  render  the  force  of  the  enemy  in- 
efficacious by  cutting  off  their  refources. 

It  was  perhaps  in  return  for  this  expedition  that 
the  Connecticut  men  not  lon^  after  paid  a  vilit  to 
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Long-IHand.  Having  received  intelligence  that 
CommiiTaries  had  for  fome  time  been  employed  on 
the  eaft  end  of  Long-lfland,  in  procuring  forage, 
grain,  and  other  neceifaries  for  the  Britifh  forces, 
and  that  thefe  articles  were  depofited  for  embarlva- 
tion  at  a  little  port  called  Sagg  Harbour  ;  the  di£- 
tance  of  that  place  from  New  York,  and  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  protection,  which  confided  only  of  a 
company  of  foot  and  an  armed  fchooner  of  twelve 
guns,  aiforded  encouragement  for  a  defign  to  fruf- 
trate  the  fcheme  of  fupplying  the  wants  of  the 
army.  The  principal  difficulty  and  danger  lay  in 
palTmg  and  repafling  of  the  Sound,  which  was  con- 
tinually traverfed  by  the  Britifli  cruizers. 

Colonel  Meigs,  an  enterprizing  officer,  who  had  Veflels 
attended  Arnold  in  the  expedition  to  Quebec,  and  and  pro- 
had  been  taken  prifoner  in  the  attempt  to  florm  that  j'^'°"^    , 
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City,  conducted  this  enterprize.  Havmg  palled  nis  ^^  Sagg- 
detachment  in  whale-boats  through  the  Sound,  and  Harbour, 
landed  on  the  north  branch  of  the  Ifland,  where  it 
is  interfered  by  a  bay  that  runs  in  far  from  the  Eaft 
end,  it  feems  by  the  account,  which  is  not  in  that 
part  very  clear,  as  if  they  had  carried  their  boats 
over  that  arm  of  the  land.  They,  however,  em- 
barked again  on  the  bay,  which  he  croffied  with  139 
men,  and  landed  on  the  fourth  branch  of  the  ifland, 
within  four  miles  of  Sagg  Harbour.  They  arrived 
at  the  place  before  day,  and  notwithftanding  the  re- 
fiftance  they  met  with  from  the  guard  and  crews  of 
the  veflels,  and  the  vigorous  efforts  of  the  fchooner, 
which  kept  up  a  continued  fire  of  round  and  grape 
fhot  at  150  yards  diftance,  they  fully  completed 
their  defign  ;  having  burnt  a  dozen  brigs  and  (loops 
which  lay  at  the  wharf,  and  entirely  deliroyed  every 
thing  on  the  fhore.  They  brought  off  with  them 
about  90  prifoners,  confining  of  the  officer  who 
commanded  with  his  men,  the  cpmmilTaries  and  moll 
of  the  maflers  and  crews  of  the  Imall  veffels  which 
they  defiroyed,      A  circumftance  which   renders 
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1777.  this  expedition  particularly  curious,  if  a  fact,  is 
^•-v->w'  alTerted  by  the  Americans.  They  fay,  that  the 
party  returned  to  Guilford,  in  Connetlicut,  in  25 
hours  from  the  time  of  their  departure,  having 
during  that  fpace,  not  only  elfedually  completed 
the  defign  of  their  expedition,  but  having  traverfed 
no  lefs  by  land  and  by  water,  than  90  miles.  A 
degree  of  expedition,  which  requires  fome  credulity 
to  be  admitted;  and  from  whence,  if  the  fad  is 
.  eftablifhed,  it  would  appear  that  Meigs  poffefles  no 

inconfiderable  portion  of  that  fpirit  which  operates 
ill  the  Canada  expedition. 

The  feafon  for  adion  was  now  advanced  ;  but 
from  fome  improvidence  or  inattention  unaccounted 
for,  at  home,  the  army  was  reftrained  from  taking 
the  field  through  the  want  of  tents  and  field  equi- 
page. Lord  Cornwallis  however  made  fhift  with  the ' 
old  tents  to  encamp  the  forces  at  Brunfwick  on  the 
hills  that  commanded  the  Rariton,  and  along,  the 
communications  upon  that  river  to  Amboy ;  the 
example  being  followed  at  the  latter  place  by  Gene- 
ral Vaughan. 

This  delay  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
Am.ericans.  The  winter  campaign  had  been  prin- 
'cipally  carried  on  by  detachments  of  the  militia, 
the  greater  part  of  whom  returned  home  when 
the  time  of  their  fervice  was  expired.  Others 
more  generous,  more  patient  of  toil,  or  more  fan- 
guine  in  the  common  caufe,  outftayed  the  allotted 
time,  merely  from  a  confideration  of  the  weaknefs 
of  the  army,  and  the  ruin  v/hich  mud  attend  their 
departure  before  it  v.^as  reinforced.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  bufmefs  of  recruiting  under  an  engage^^ 
ment  of  ferving  during  the  war,  or  even  for  three 
years,  went  on  but  ilowly.  The  term  of  fervice 
v/as  contrary  to  the  genius  and  habits  of  the  people, 
and  the  different  provinces  found  the  greateil  diili- 
rulty  in  raifmg  any  thing  near  the  flipuhted  pro- 
portion 
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portion  of  troops  wlilch  had  been  allotted  for  each  1777. 
by  the  Congrefs.  In  this  extremity,  the  making  of  ^oors7 
draughts  from  the  militia,  was  looked  to  in  feveral 
as  the  dernier  refort.  Such  an  adl  of  force,  how- 
ever, upon  thole  who  were  contending  for  liberty 
on  the  molt  enlarged  plans,  and  who  confidered  all 
the  rights  of  freemen  as  uicred,  was  irkfomc  and 
dangerous.  Every  method  was  tried  to  avoid  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  this  dliagreeable  meafure  and  final 
relburce.  In  fome  of  the  colonies  the  enliiling  of 
apprentices,  and  of  Irifli  indented  fervants  was  per- 
>  mitted,  contrary  to  former  refolutions  and  decrees, 
with  a  promife  of  indemnification  io  their  mailers. 
As  a  farther  check  upon  the  increafe  of  the  force 
in  the  Jerfeys,  the  New-England  provinces  which 
abounded  with  men,  were  taken  up  with  their  do* 
meftic  concerns.  An  invafion  was  expected  on  the 
fide  of  Canada  ;  Hudfon's-River  and  Rhode -Ifland 
afibrded  continual  room  for  apprehenfion  ;  nor  did 
any  expedition  againfl  Bofton  appear  at  all  impro- 
bable ;  efpecially  as  the  great  number  of  Britidi 
prizes  which  were  brought  into  that  port,  had,  be- 
iides  rendering  it  an  object  of  the  firll  importance, 
renewed,  and  even  increafed,  if  pollible,  the  de- 
tellation  and  abhorrence  with  which  that  people 
had  been  long  regarded. 

In  fuch  circumftances  the  advantages  of  an  early  Advan- 
campaign,  and  the  benefit  which  the  enemy  derived  tages  de- 
fi-om  the  delay,    were  obvious.     The  fine  weather  rived  by 
brcughL  reinforcements  from  all  quarters  to  the  Jer-  p-^aai- 
feys.     Thofe  wholhuadered  at  a  winter's  campaign  ^"S'^^"' 
grew   bold  in  fummer ;    and  the    certainty   of  a 
future  winter,  had  no  greater  efled  than  diilant  evils 
ufually  ha.ve.     Upon  this  increafe   of  ftrength,  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  May,  General  Wafliington 
quitted  his  former  pofition  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Morris-Town,  and  advancing  within  a  few  miles  of 
Brunfwick,  took  poiielTiou  of  the  ftrong   country 
along  Middle  Brook. 

Upot. 
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Upon  this  fingle  movement,  hung  a  great  part  of 
the  future  events  of  the  war  in  the  Jerfeys.  Wafh- 
ington  turned  that  advantageous  fituation  to  every 
account  of  which  it  was  capable.  His  camp  winding 
along  the  courfe  of  the  hills,  was  ftrongly  en- 
trenched, fortified,  and  well  covered  with  artillery  ; 
nor  was  it  better  fecured  by  its  immediate  natural 
or  artificial  defences,  than  by  the  difficulties  of  ap- 
proach which  the  ground  in  front  threw  into  the 
way  of  an  enemy.  In  this  fituation  he  commanded 
a  view  of  the  Britifli  encampments  on  the  hills  of 
Brunfwick,  and  of  much  of  the  intermediate  coun- 
try towards  that  place  and  Amboy. 

Different  '^^'^^  great  obje£l  of  the  campaign  on  the  fide  of 
fchemes  New-York  feems  to  have  l^een,  that  Sir  William 
refped-  Howe  Ihould  have  penetrated  through  the  Jerfeys 
mgthe  ^^  the  Delaware.,  driving 'Wafninotan  before  him, 
^  10  as  to  clear  thoie  provinces  entirely  or  the  enemy, 
at  the  fame  time  reducin,T  the  inhabitants  to  fo 
efi-ectual  a  ilate  of  fubjection,  as  to  ellablilh  a  fafe 
and  open  communication  between  that  city  and  the 
army.  If  in  the  profecution  of  this  dciign  the  enemy 
hazarded  a  bardc,  nothing  was  more  wiflied,  nor 
could  any  great  doubt  be  entertained  of  fuccefs ; 
or  if  they  conftantly  retired,  which  was  more  to  be 
expected,  the  confequences  in  regard  to  the  general 
objecls  would  be  nearly  the  fame,  and  the  army 
having  by  the  reduclion  of  the  Jerfeys,  left  every 
thing  fafe  in  its  rear,  and  fecured  the  paffage  of  the 
Delaware,  would  of  courfe  become  mailers  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, which  from  its  fituation  was  incapable 
of  any  effeclual  defence,  and  could  only  be  protei^t- 
ed  by  Walhington,  at  the  certain  expence  and  ha- 
zard of  a  battle. 

In  this  manner  feveral  conceived  and  reafoned  on 
the  operations  in  Jerfey.  Others  were  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  the  bringing  of  Walhington  to  a  dcci- 
five  adicn   upon  terms  of  any  tolerable  equality 

with 
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with  regard  to  ground,  in  fuch  a  country  and  1777* 
againll  his  inclinations,  was  a  thing  inipradicable.  ^^-^'""^"^ 
That  if  he  could  not  be  brought  to  fuch  an  action 
in  fuch  a  manner,  fo  as  wholly  to  drive  him  out  of 
the  Jerfeys,  the  attempt  to  pafs  a  river  like  the  Dela- 
w^are,  full  of  armed  velfels  in  its  flream,  ftrong 
forts  in  its  illands,  great  obftruftions  in  its  channels, 
with  an  enemy  in  front,  and  leaving  a  ilrong  army 
in  rear,  would  be  a  very  unadvifed  enterprize  :  and 
the  failure  in  it  would  be  the  total  and  immediate 
ruin  of  the  royal  caufe  in  America. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  oblliacles  in  the  Jer- 
feys were  found  fo  great  that  they  could  not  be 
overcome  without  much  lofs  of  time  and  expence 
of  blood,  it  was  thought  advifeable,  in  thofe  circum- 
flances,  to  proiit  of  the  powerful  naval  force,  and 
the  infinite  number  of  tranfports  and  veifels  of  all 
forts  which  lay  at  New-York  \  to  combine  this 
powerful  auxiliary  (which  had  hitherto  produced 
fuch  fignal  advantages,  in  every  inflance  where  it 
could  be  brought  into  a^lion)  with  the  land  force, 
and  by  conveying  the  army  by  fea  to  the  place  of 
its  deftination,  to  elude  all  thofe  difHculties  by  which 
the  pafl'agc  through  the  Jerfeys  might  be  clogged. 
In  this  alternative,  the  objecl:  was  flill  the  fame, 
the  means  of  attaining  it  being  only  changed.  Phi- 
ladelphia was  the  immediate  point  in  view.  If 
that  objed:  was  properly  chofen,  and  the  general 
opinion  at  that  time  pointed  it  out  as  the  mofl  eli- 
gible, the  paffage  by  fea  feemed  the  moft  fecure  of 
its  effects,  though  unqueilionably  the  lloweil  in  the 
operation.  The  Delaware,  or  the  great  bay  of 
Chefapeak,  opened  the  way  into  the  heart  of  the 
richeil  and  bell  of  the  central  colonies,  and  led 
either  directly,  or  by  crofling  a  country  of  no  great 
extent,  to  the  pofleilion  of  that  place.  That  point 
gained,  Philadelphia  was  to  become  the  place  ci 
arms,  and  center  of  adion,  whilfl  every  part  of  the 
three  hoftile  and  flourifliing  Provinces  of  Penfyi- 

vania. 
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1777.  vania,  Virginia,  and  Maryland,  would,  from  their 
^fi-'^v^^"^  deep  bays  and  navigable  rivers,  be  expofed  to  the 
compofed  powerful  adion,  and  continual  operation 
of  the  land  and  marine  force.  However,  before 
this  plan  was  adopted,  as  we  (hall  fee,  meafures 
were  taken  in  the  Jerfeys,  if  polTible,  to  bring  Walh- 
ington  to  an  action. 

The  operations  in  the  fouthcrn  or  central  pro- 
vinces, however  efficacious  or  extenfive,  did  not, 
by  any  means  include  all  the  great  objects  of  the 
campaign.  Something  was  of  courfe  to  be  expect- 
ed on  the  fide  of  Canada,  where  a  very  confidcrablc 
army  had  been  colle'3:ed,  and  by  the  fuccefs  of  the 
lafl  campaign  on  the  lakes,  had  a  way  opened  for 
it  to  penetrate  into  the  back  parts  of  the  New- 
England  and  New-York  provinces.  The  command 
in  this  expedition  was  commttied  to  General  Bur-, 
goyne,  who  w;is  reported  to  be  author  of  the  plan. 
The  great  body  was  to  be  i'econded  by  a  lefTer  expe- 
dition from  the  upper  part  of  Canada,  by  the  way 
of  Oiwego  to  the  Alohawk  River.  This  fcheme 
was  eagerly  adopted  by  the  Miniders,  who  founded 
the  greateff  hopes  upon  its  fuccefs.  All  the  advan- 
tages that  had  ever  been  expeded  from  the  complete 
poileiTion  of  Hudfon's  River,  the  eflablifhment  of 
a  communication  between  the  two  armies,  the  cut- 
ting off  the  intercourfe  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  Colonies,  with  the  confequent  opportunity 
of  cruihing  the  former,  detached  and  cut  off  from 
all  afiiflance,  it  was  now  hoped  would  have  been 
realized.  The  greater  hopes  were  conceived  of  it, 
from  the  opinion  entertained  of  the  eifed  of  the 
favages  on  the  minds  of  the  Americans.  It  was 
known,  that  the  Provincials  in  general  were  in  great 
dread  of  them,  from  their  cruel  and  defolating 
manner  of  making  vs^ar.  Thefe  were  therefore  col- 
lected at  great  expence,  and  with  much  labour, 
from  all  parts  of  the  continent.  In  a  word,  this 
expedition  feemed  to  become  the  favourite  object 
of  the  prefent  year.  The 
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The  tents  and  field  equipage,  with  a  body  of  1777. 
Anfpach  troops,  and  a  number  of  Britifh  and  Ger- 
man recruits,  having  at  length  arrived  at  New- York 
by  the  beginning  of  June,  the  General,  Sir  William 
Howe,  paifed  over  to  the  Jerfeys,  and  took  the  held 
about  the  middle  of  that  month.  The  enemy  were 
now  in  a  ftrong  flace  of  defence.  Wafliington's 
army,  befides  the  advantages  it  derived  from  the 
inaccellible  .pofts  which  it  occupied,  was  become 
more  confiderabie  as  to  number  and  force.  Several 
bodies  of  the  New-England  troops,  under  the  Gene- 
rals Gates,  Parfons,  and  Arnold,  advanced  to  the 
borders  of  the  North  River,  where  they  were  ready 
to  pafs  over  to  the  Jerfeys,  whenever  opportunity  in- 
vited their  adion,  or  the  neceiTity  of  their  friends 
demanded  their  afliftance.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
Jerfey  militia  aifembled  from  every  quarter  with  the 
greateO:  alacrity,  fo  that  in  every  pofition  it  took, 
and  motion  it  made,  the  army  was  watched  and  en- 
vironed by  enemies. 

The  General  left  nothing  untried  that  could  pro- 
voke Wafliington  to  an  engagement,  and  no  mea- 
fure  uneffayed  that  could  induce  him  to  quit  his  po- 
fition. He  pullied  on  detachments  ;  and  made 
movements,  as  if  he  intended  to  pafs  him,  and  ad- 
vance to  the  Delaware.  This  manoeuvre  proving 
ineffedual,  he  advanced  in  the  front  of  his  lines, 
where  he  continued  for  four  days,  exploring  the 
approaches  to  his  camp,  and  accurately  examining 
the  fituation  of  his  polls,  hoping  that  fome  weak 
or  unguarded  part  might  be  found,  upon  which  an 
attack  could  be  ventured  w-itli  a  probability  of  fuc- 
cefs,  or  that,  in  the  nearnels  of  the  armies,  chance, 
inadvertence,  impatience,  or  error,  might  occafion 
fome  movement,  or  be  productive  of  fome  circum- 
flances,  which  would  open  the  way  to  a  general  en- 
gagement. All  thefe  hopes  v/ere  fruilrated.  Waih- 
ington  knew  the  full  value  of  his  fituation.  As  he 
had  too  much  temper  to  be  provoked  or  furprized, 
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into  a  derelidion  of  his  advantages,  fo  he  had  too 
much  penetration  to  lofe  them  by  circumvention  or 
Height.  And  he  had  too  long  profited  of  that  rule 
of  condud  from  which  he  had  not  once  hitherto 
deviated  during  the  courfeof  the  troubles,  of  never 
committing  the  fortune  of  America  to  the  hazard 
of  a  fmgie  adion,  to  depart  from  it  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  when  it  was  not  even  demanded  by  any  ur- 
gent nee  eility. 

Sir  William  Howe  did  not  yet  feem  to  have  aban- 
doned  bis  defign,  of  enticing  Wafhington  to  quit 
his  fallnefies.  He  fuddenly  retreated,  and  with 
fome  apparent  marks  of  precipitation,  fronl  his  po- 
fition  in  the  front  of  the  enemy,  and  withdrawing 
his  troops  from  Brunfwick,  returned  with  the  whole 
'  army  towards  Amboy.  If  the  General's  defign 
was  W'hat  we  have  fuppofed,  this  movement  pro- 
duced all  the  immediate  effe£t  which  he  could  have  . 
expected.  The  army  was  eagerly  purfued  by  feve- 
ral  large  bodies  of  the  American  regular  forces  as 
well  as  of  the  Jerfey  militia,  under  the  command 
of  the  Generals  Maxwel,  Lord  Sterling  and  Con- 
way ;  the  latter  of  whom  was  a  Colonel  of  the 
Iiiih  Brigade,  and  one  of  that  numerous  train  of 
officers  in  the  French  fervicc,  who  had  taken  an 
active  part  agaiuit  Great  Britain  in  this  unhappy 
civil  war. 

Such  trifiinc:  advantag-es  as  the  btil  recfulated  re- 
treat  mufl  alford  to  the  purfuers,  and  fome  excelTes 
committed,  perhaps  with  a  view  to  the  general  de- 
fign, by  the -retiring  foldiers,  ferved  to  increafe  the 
ardour,  and  iiiflame  the  paflions  of  the  Americans. 
The  meaiiires,  which  the  General  immediately 
adopted  at  Amboy:  compleated  the  delufion.  The 
bridge  which  was  intended  for  the  Delaware,  was 
thrown  over  the  channel  v/hich  feparates  the  Con- 
tinent from  Staten  iiland.  The  heavy  baggage,  and 
ail  the  incLiii  branc:s  of  the  army,  were  palled  over. 

Some 
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Some  of  the  troops  followed,  and  every  thing  was  1777. 
in  immediate  preparation  for  the  paiTage  of  the  reft  '^^*v-\>' 
of  the  army.  By  thefe  judicious  meafures,  if  the 
immediate  defign  failed  of  effe£l,  every  thing  was 
forwarded  as  much  as  it  could  be  for  the  intended 
embarkation ;  a  meafure  of  which  the  Americans 
had  as  yet  no  knowledge. 

Every  thing  concurred,  along  with  the  vanity  na- 
tural to  mankind,  in  inducing  the  Americans  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  retreat  was  not  only  real,  but  that  it 
proceeded  from  a  knowledge  of  their  fuperiority, 
and  a  dread  of  their  power :  Even  Wafhington 
himfelf  with  all  his  caution  and  penetration,  was  fo 
far  impofed  upon  by  the  feint,  that  he  quitted  his 
fecure  pods  upon  the  Hills,  and  advanced  to  a  place 
called  Quibble-town,  to  be  the  nearer  at  hand  for 
the  protedion  or  fupport  of  his  advanced  parties. 

The  Britifli  General  loft  no  time  in  endeavouring  Turns 
to  profit  of  thofe  circumftances.     He  immediately  fuddenly 
marched  the  army  back  by  different  routes,   from  ^"d  ad- 
Amboy.     He  had  three  objeds  in  view.     To   cut  ^^^"'^^^ 
oft^ome  of  the  principal  advanced  parties  ;  to  come  ^f^^^xiy, 
up  with,  and  bring  the  enemy  to  an  engagement  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Quibble-town  j  or,  if  this  dc- 
iign,  through  the  celerity  of  the  enemy,  failed  in 
the   effect,  it  was  intended  that  Lord  Cornwallis, 
■who,  with  his  column,  w^as  to  take   a  confiderable 
circuit  to  the  right,  fhould,  by  turning  the  enemy's 
left,  take  poffeflion  of  fome  paffes  in  the  mountains, 
which,   their  fituation    and    command  of  ground, 
would  have  reduced  them  to  a  neceility  of  abandon- 
ing that  ftrong    camp,  which  had  hitherto  afforded 
them  fo  advantageous  a  fecurity. 

Lord  Cornwallis  having  difperfed  the  fmaller  ad-  g|^j^_ 
vanced  parties  of  the  enemy,  fell  in  at  length  v/ith  miihes. 
Lord  Sterling,  who  with  about  3000  men,  Itrongiy 
polled  in  a  woody  country,  and  v/ell  covered  by  ar- 
tillery 
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tillery  judicioully  dlfpofed,  not  only  lay  full  in  his 
way,  but  fhewed  a  determination  to  difpute  his  paf- 
fage  with  vigour  and  firmnefs.  The  ardour  excited 
upon  this  occafion  by  an  emulation  between  the 
der  Lord  Britilli  and  Heilian  troops  was  confpicuous  and  ir- 
defeated.  ^^^i^^^^^^*  A^  obfcacles  gave  way  to  their  impe- 
tuofity  in  preffing  forward,  to  try  who  ihould  obtain 
the  honour  of  firll  coming  to  a  clofe  engagement 
with  the  enemy.  The  party  of  Americans  firfl  at- 
tacked, unable  to  withitand  the  fhock,  were  foon 
routed  on  all  fides,  having  fuilained,  befides  no  in- 
confiderable  lofs  in  men,  that  of  three  pieces  of 
brafs  ordnance,  which  were  taken  by  the  Britifli 
Guards,  and  the  Heilian  grenadiers.  The  purfuit 
was  continued  as  far  as  Weflfield,  but  the  woods, 
and  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  weather,  prevented  its 
efied:. 
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In  the  mean  time,  General  Waihington  foon  per- 
ceived, and  as  fjieedily  remedied  his  error,  by  with- 
drawing his  army  from  the  plains,  and  again  re- 
covering his  ftrong  camp  on  the  hills.  At  the  fame 
time,  penetrating  into  Lord  Cornwallis's  further  de- 
fign,  he  fecured  thofe  ftrong  paifes  in  the  mountains, 
the  pofiefiion  of  which  by  the  Britifh  troops,  would 
have  expofed  him  to  the  neceffity  of  a  critical  chan.^e 
of  polition,  which  could  not  have  been  executed 
Without  danger. 

Thus  was  this,  apparently  well  concerted  fcheme 
of  bringing  the  enemy  to  an  action,  or  at  kail  of 
withdrawing  them  from  their  ftrong  holds,  rendered 
abortive,  by  ih^  caution  and  prudence  of  General 
Waihington.  Sir  William  Howe  was  now  convin- 
ced, that  he  was  too  firmly  attached  to  his  defcnfive 
plan  of  conducting  the  war,  to  be  induced  by  any 
means,  other  than  by  fome  very  clear  and  decided 
advantage,  to  hazard  a  general  engagement.  No- 
thmg  then  remained  to  be  done  in  the  Jerfeys.  To 
advance  to  the  Delaware,  through  a  country  entirely 
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hoflile,  and  with  fuch  a  force  in  his  rear,  appeared  1777. 
to  the  Britiili  commanders  no  better  than-  madnefs.  <^^^^ 
All  delay  was  therefore  not  only  fruitlefs,  but  a  wafte 
of  that  time  and  feafon,  which  might  be  employed  to 
great  advantage  elfewhere.  The  General  accord- 
ingly returned  with  the  army  to  Am  boy,  on  the 
fecond  day  from  its  departure  on  the  expedition, 
and  palTed  it  over  on  the  next  to  Staten-IHand,  from 
"U'hence  the  embarkation  was  intended  to  take  place. 

The  preparations  for  this  grand  expedition  excited  Alarm 
a  general  alarm  throughout  the  Continent.  Bolton,  excited 
the  North  River,  the  Delaware,  Chefapeak  Bay,  ^7  ^^^ 
and  even  Charles-Town.  Vv^ere   alternately  held  to  -F'P^^^" 

,       .  1  .    .-^  /-,  1  TTr    p  •  •  r  tians  tor 

be  Its  objects.     General  Walnmgton,  m  puriuance  ^^^^ 
6f  the   intelligence  which  he  continually  received  grand 
from  New- York,  and  the  other  iilands,   was  con-  expedi- 
ftantly  difpatching  exprelies  to  put  thofe  places  upon  ^^^"* 
their  guard,   againfl  which,  from  immediate  infor- 
mation, he  fuppofed  for  the  time  the   florm  to  be 
directed.     It  v/as  one  of  the  manifeil  advantages  of 
proceeding  by  fea,  that  it  was  impoilible  for  Waili- 
ing'con  diredly  to  know  where  the  dorm  would  fall. 
He  mufl  therefore  keep  his  pohtion  ;  and  the  King's 
army  mufl  neceflarily  make  a  confiderable  progrcfs 
towards  its  objeft,  before  he  could  be  m  a  condi- 
tion to  refiif  them ;  and  fuch  a  progreis  would  not 
leave  him  that  choice  of  polls,  by  which  hitherto 
he  had  avoided  a  general  adion. 

During  the  ceffation  procured  by  preparation  on  General 
the   one   fide,   and   apprehenfion  on  the  other,  a  Prefect 
fpirited  adventure  on  the  fide  of  Rhode  Ifland,  not  carried 
only   retaliated   the  furprize  of  General  Lee,   but  ^^7"^ 
feemed  to  procure  an  indemnification  for  his  perfon.  ifl^n^/ 
Colonel  Barton,    a  Provincial,  wich   ieveral  other 
ofiicers  and  volunteers,  paiTed  by  night  from  Provi- 
dence to  Rhode  Ifland,  and  though  they  had  a  long 
paiTage  by  water,  they  eluded  the  watchfulnefs  of 
the  fhips  of  war  and  guard  boats  which  furrounded 
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the  iHand,  and  conduced  their  enterprize  with  fiich 
filence,  boldnels,  and  dexterity,  that  they  lurprized 
Gen.  Prefcot,  who  commanded  in  chief,  in  his  quar- 
ters, and  brought  him  and  his  Aid-de-Camp,  through 
all  thofe  perils,  fafe  to  the  Continent.  This  little 
adventure  produced  much  exultation  on  the  one 
iidc,  and  more  regret  than  it  feemed  to  deferve  on 
the  other,  from  the  inliuence  which  it  mud  necefla- 
rily  have  on  the  deilination  of  General  Lee.  It  was, 
however,  particularly  galhng  and  grievous  to  Gene- 
ral Prefcot,  who  not  long  before  had  carried  mat- 
ters to  fuch  a  length,  as  to  fet  a  price  upon  Arnold, 
and  offer  a  reward  for  taking  his  perfon,  as  if  he 
had  been  a  common  out-law  or  robber ;  an  infult 
w^hich  Arnold  immediately  returned,  by  fetting  an 
inferior  price  upon  the  General's  perfon. 

Some  time  previous  to  thefe  tranfaftions,  the 
Congrefs  had  found  it  neceffary  to  advance  the  rate 
of  interefl  upon  the  large  loan  which  they  propofed 
for  the  fervice  and  upon  the  credit  of  tne  united 
Provinces,  from  four,  v/hich  was  firil:  offered,  to  fix 
per  cent.  As  a  teilimony  of  public  gratitude,  and 
a  future  incitement  to,  what  they  conudered  or 
held  out,  as  virtue  and  patriotifm,  they  ordered, 
that  a  monument  ihould  be  erected  at  Bofton,  in 
honour  of  Major  General  Warren,  who  commanded 
and  fell  in  the  engagement  at  Bunker's  Hill,  and 
another  in  Virginia,  in  honour  of  Brigadier  General 
Mercer,  who  was  llain  in  the  action  near  Prince- 
Town  ;  the  refolution  conveying  in  a  very  few 
words,  the  higheft  eulogium  on  the  character  and 
merits  of  the  deceafed.  They  likewife  decreed, 
that  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  former  of  thefe  gentlemen, 
and  the  younged  fon  of  the  latter,  fliould  be  edu- 
cated at  the  expence  of  the  United  States.  As 
Mercer  had  a  good  landed  eflate,  the  propriety  of 
adopting  his  youngeft  fon  as  the  child  of  the  public 
is  obvious. 

Not 
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Notwithllanding  the  preparations  that  had  already    1777. 
been  made  for  the  embarkation,  and  the  alhilance   ^-^^^'^^ 
afforded  by  the  crews  of  near  300  velTels,  yet  fuch  Fleet  and 
are  the  unavoidable  delays  incident  to  fuch  opera-  ^^^J  ^^- 
tions  when  at  all  extenfive,  that  it  was  not  until  the  P^^^/^om 
23d  of  July  that  the  fleet  and  army  were  able  to  de-  Hook, 
part  from  Sandy  HoqIc.     In  order  more  effectually 
to  perplex  and  deceive  the  enemy,  the  General  or- 
dered fome  tranfports,  with  a  ihip  cut  down  to  act 
as  a  floating  battery,   up  the  North  River,  a  little 
before  the   embarkation  was  completed  ;    a  feint 
which  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  induce  Wafliington 
to  detach  a  confiderable  body  of  his  army  acrofs 
that  river. 

The  force  that  embarked  upon  the  expedition  Force 
conliflied  of  36  Britifli  and  Heffian  battalions,  in-  embarked 
eluding  the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  with  a  ^^  %  ^''^" 
powerful  artillery,  a  New-York  corps  called  the  P^  i^i®"- 
Queen's  Rangers,  and  a  regiment  of  light  horfe. 
Seventeen  battalions,  with  a  regiment  of  light  horfe, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  new  Provincial  corps, 
were  left  for  the  prote£lion  of  New- York,  and  the 
adjoining  iflands.  Rhode  illand  was  occupied  by 
feven  battalions.  So  much  v/as  the  aftive  force  of 
the  army  reftralned,  by  the  poffeffion,  which  it  was, 
however,  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  hold,  of  thefe 
important  poflis.  It  is  faid,  that  the  General  intended 
to  have  taken  a  greater  force  with  him  upon  the 
expe-dition  ;  but  that  upon  the  reprefentations  of 
General  Clinton,  who  was  to  command  in  his  ab- 
fence,  of  the  danger  to  w^hich  the  iflands  would  be 
expofed,  from  the  extenfivenefs  of  their  coafl:s,  and 
the  great  number  of  pofl:s  that  were  neceffariiy  to 
be  maintained,  he  acknowledged  the  force  of  thefe 
arguments  by  relanding  feveral  regiments.  Conorefs 


&Wan:- 


Whilfl  both  Gen.  Walliington  and  the  Congrefs  ii^gton 
were  fuiliciently  engaged,  by  their  attention  to  the  f^'^'Tff  ^ 
moveineats,  and  apprehcniion  of  the  dellgns  of  the  ofTkon- 

powerful  dero^a. 
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1777.  powerful  fleet  and  army  which  was  conduced  by 
"^^^^r^-J  the  brother  Generals  and  Commiirioners,  the  rapid 
progrefs  of  General  Burgoyne  on  the  fide  of  the 
Lakes,  and  the  unaccountable  condud  of  their 
commanders  in  abandoning  Ticonderoga,  were 
events  fo  alarming  and  unexpected,  that  they  could 
not  fail  to  perplex  their  counfels,  and  confiderably 
to  impede  their  defenfive  preparations  in  other  parts. 
The  Congrefs  behaved  wiih  firmness  in  this  exigen- 
cy. They  immediately  iffued  orders  for  a  recal  to 
head  quarters,  and  an  enquiry  into  the  condud:  of 
the  general  officers  who  had  abandoned  Ticonde- 
roga ;  they  directed  Wafliington  to  appoint  other 
commanders  ;  and  they  likewife  directed  him  ta 
fummon  fuch  numbers  of  the  militia  from  the 
eallern  and  central  provinces  for  the  northern  fer- 
vice,  as  he  ihould  deem  fulficient  for  reftraming  the 
progrefs  of  the  enemy. 

The  voyage  was  far  from  being  favourable  to  the 
fleet  and  army,  engaged  on  the  expedition.  It  coft 
them  a  week  to  gain  the  Capes  of  Delaware.  1  he 
inlormation  which  the  commanders  received  there, 
of  the  meafures  taken  by  the  enemy  for  rendering 
the  navigation  of  that  river  impracticable,  afforded 
fo  little  encouragement  to  the  profecution  of  their 
defign  by  that  way,  that  it  was  given  up,  and  a 
paflkge  by  Chefapeak  Bay,  to  that  part  of  Maryland, 
•which  lies  to  the  Eaft  of  that  vail  inlet,  and  not  at  a 
very  great  diitance  to  the  South- Welt  of  Philadel- 
phia, was  adopted  in  its  place,  as  prefenting  fewer 
obltacles  to  their  operations.  The  winds  were  fo 
contrary  in  this  part  of  the  voyage,  that-  the  middle 
of  Auguil  was  turned  before  they  entered  Chefa- 
peak Bay  ;  a  circumfiance  highly  inconvenient  and 
irkfome  in  that  hot  feafon  of  the  year,  with  fo  great 
a  number  of  men  and  horfes,  crowded  and  cooped 
up  in  the  veiTels ;  but  v/hich  muft  have  been  attend- 
ed with  the  moil  fatal  confequences,  if  the  forefight 
of  the  commanders  had  not  guarded  againft  every 

event 
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event  by  the  unbounded  provifion  they    had  made    1777. 
for  the  voyage,  as  a  failure  in  any  one  article,  even  ^^^^v-n^ 
that  of  water,  would  have   been  probably  irreme- 
diable. 

The  winds  fortunately  proved  fair  In  the  bay,  fo  Fleet  ar-. 
that  the  fleet  gained  the  mouth  of  the  River  Elk  """^^  ^} 
near  its  extremity,  in  fafety,  through  a  mod  intri-  ^,^^^^'^^ 
cate  and  dangerous  navigation  for  fuch  a  multitude 
of  veifels,  in  which  the  Admiral  performed  the  dif- 
ferent  parts  of  a  commander,  inferior  officer,  and 
pilot,  with  his  ufual  ability  and  perfeverance.  Hav- 
ing proceeded  up  the  Elk  as  far  as  it  was  capable  of 
admitting  their  pafrage,  the  army  was  at  length  re- 
heved  from  its  long  and  tireiome  confinement  on 
board  the  tranfports,  being  landed  without  any  op- 
polition  at  Elk  Ferry,  in  a  degree  of  health  and  con- 
dition which  could  fcarceiy  have  been  expeded  on 
the  25th  of  Auguft.  Whilfl  one  part  of  the  army 
advanced  to  the  head  of  Elk,  the  other  continued  at 
the  landing  place,  to  pro. eel  and  forward  their  ar- 
tillery, ftores,  and  neceiiary  provifions,  the  General 
not  permitting  the  troops  to  be  much  incumbered 
with  baggage  ;  indeed  the  fcarcity  of  carriage  ren- 
dered even  a  great  abridgment  in  the  arucle  of  tents 
neceiiary. 

In  the  mean  time,  General  Wafhington,  with  the  Wafliing  ' 
army  from  the  Jerfeys,  had  returned  to  the  defence  t«"  ^e- 
of  Philadelphia,   and  upon  advice  of  the  defcent  at  ^"^"J  ^^ 
Elk,  advanced  to  the  Brandywine  Creek,  or  River,  ^^^^^  ^^ 
which,  crofling  the  country  about  half  way  to  that  Philadel* 
city,  falls  into  the  Delaware.     Their  force,  includ-  phia. 
ing  the  militia,  amounted  to  1 5,000  men,  which  was 
probably  about  the  number,  making  the  neceflary 
allowance  for  polls  and  communications,  that  the 
Toyai  army  could  bring  into  action. 

Sir  William  Howe,  in  order  to  quiet  and  concili- 
ate the  minors  at  the  people  in  Penfylvania,  the  De- 

H  h  h  lawarc 
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1777,    laware  Counties  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Maryland, 
'^-^"'^^   and  to  prevent  a  total  defertion  and  defolation  of  the 
Declam-   Country  in  the  front  of  the  army,  pubiiihed  a  decla- 
tion  iifa-   ration,  in  which  he  promifed,  that  the  {trideit  re- 
ed by  the  gularity,  good  order  and  difcipline,  lliould  be  obfer- 
Gcncral.   y^d  by  the  army,  and  the  mod  perfect  fecurity  and 
elFcdual  proteAion    afforded    to   all   his   Majefty's 
peaceable  and  well  difpofed  fubjeds  ;    extending  at 
the  fame  time  this  fecurity  and  protection  to  inch 
perfons,  who  not  having  been  guilty  of  alTuming 
legillative  or   judicial    authority,    might    otherwife 
have    acted   illegally  in   fubordinate  liations,    upon 
the  provifo  of  their  immediate  return  to  their  habi- 
tations, and  peaceable    demeanor    for    the  future. 
He  alfo  offered  a  free  and  general  pardon  to  all  offi- 
cers  and  foldiers    in  arms,  who  Ihould   furrender 
themlelves  to  the  royal  army. 

It  was  not  till  the  3d  of  September,  that  the  ar-v 
my  was  enabled  to  quit  the  head  of  Elk,  and  pur- 
fue  its  courfe  towards  Philadelphia.  In  the  mean 
"time  the  enemy  had  advanced  from  the  Brandywine, 
and  taken  poll  on  Red  Clay  Creek,  from  whence 
•they  pulhed  detachments  forward,  to  occupy  difiicult 
pofis  in  the  woods,  and  to  interrupt,  by  continual 
Iklrmiflies,  the  line  of  march.  As  the  country  was 
difficult,  woody,  and  not  v>'ell  known,  and  that  the 
genius  of  the  enemy  lay  to  profit  of  fuch  circum- 
ilances,  the  General  advanced  ilowly,  and  with  ex- 
traordinary caution.  He  was  from  necelfity,  as  well 
as  difpofition,  fparing  of  his  troops.  Recruits  were 
brought  from  a  prodigious  diilance,  and  procured 
with  difficulty  even  at  the  fource.  Every  man  kill- 
ed, wounded,  or  taken,  was  to  him  an  irreparable 
lofs,  and  fo  far  as  it  went,  an  incurable  v/eakening 
of  the  army,  for  the  prefcnt  year  at  leail.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  enemy  were  at  home.  Every  iofs 
they  fuflercd  was  not  only  immediately  repaired, 
but  the  military  ability  of  the  furvivors  was  incrcafed 
by  every  deflruction  of  their  fellows. 

This 
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This  caution  could  not,  however,  prevent  feme  1777. 
fkirmiflies,  in  which  the  royal  forces  were  almoil  ^^-^""^^"^-^ 
always  victorious.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
Americans  made  all  the  ufe  that  might  be  expected 
of  the  advantage  which  the  country  afforded  for 
harrailing  and  impeding  the  progrefs  of  the  Britiih 
army.  After  feveral  movements  on  both  fides,  the 
enemy  retired  beyond  the  Biandywine,  where  they 
took  poifeffion  of  the  heights,  and  covered  the  fords, 
•with  an  evident  intention  of  difputing  the  paifage 
of  that  river. 

In  this  fituation  the  Britifli  army,  at  day  break,  Sept.  n 
advanced  in  two  columns  towards  the  enemv.     The    ^ — v — ' 
right,  under  the  command  of  General  Knyphaufen,    . 
marched  directly  to  Chad's  Ford,  which  lay  in  the  ^^^  ^^  ^-^^ 
center    of  the    enemy's  line,  where  they  expected,  Brandy- 
and  were  prepared   for   the  principal   attack  ;  their  wine,  aud 
right  and  left  covering  other  lefs  practicable  fords  ^^  ^^^ 
and  pafiages   for   fome   miles  on   either  hand.     A  p.^\ 
heavy  cannonade    commenced  on  both  fides  about 
ten    o'clock,  which  was  well  fupported  during  tlie 
day,  whilft  the  General,    to  amufe  and  deceive  the 
enemy,  made  repeated  difpofitions  for  forcing  the 
Ford,  the  paifage  of  the  river  feeming  to  be  his  im- 
mediate and    determined    object.     To   impede   or 
fruflrate  this  defign,  they  had  palfed  feveral  detach- 
ments to  the  other  fide,  who,  after  a  courfe  of  fKlr- 
mixhes,  fometimes  advancing,  and  at  others  obliged 
to  retire,  were  at  length  hnally,    with  an  eager  pur- 
fuit,    driven  over  the  river.     Thus  the  noife  and 
femblance  of  a  battle  was  held  up,  and  the  expecta- 
tion kept  continually  alive  to  the  mod  immediate 
and  decifive  confequences. 

Whilft  the  attention  of  the  Americans  Vvas  thus  Various 
fully  occupied  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chad's  Ford,  J'^^o^e- 
and  that  they  fuppofed  the  royal  force  was  in  their  '^-^^^^-^  °" 
front.    Lord  Cornwallis,   at  the  head  of  tlie  fecond  ^^^^^ 
cojuinn,    took  a  long  circuitous   march  to  the  left, 

until 
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until  he  gained  the  Forks  of  the  Brandy  wine,  "where 
the  divifion  of  the  river  rendered  it  of  courfe  more 
practicable.  By  this  very  judicious  movement,  his 
Lordfliip  pafled  both  branches  of  the  river  at  Trim- 
bles, and  at  Jeffery*s  Ford,  without  oppofition  or 
difHculty,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
then  turning  ihort  down  the  river,  took  the  road 
to  Dilworth,  in  order  to  fall  upon  the  enemy's 
right. 

General  Wafhington  haYing,however,  receivedin- 
telligence  of  this  movement  about  noon,  endeavour- 
ed, as  well  as  he  could,  to  provide  againfl  its  elfetf, 
by  detaching  General  Sullivan  with  all  the  force  he 
could  venture  to  withdraw  from  the  main  body,  ta> 
oppofe  Lord  Cornwallis.  Sullivan  fhewed  a  con- 
iiderable  ihare  of  judgment  and  ability  in  the  exe* 
cution  of  this  commilTion.  He  took  a  very  (Irong 
poiition  on  the  commanding  grounds  above  Bn*m-' 
ingham  church,  with  his  left  extending  towards  the 
Brandy  wine,  his  artillery  advantageoufly  difpoied, 
and  both  flanks  covered  with  very  thick  v/oods. 

Aclion  at  As  this  difpofition  obliged  Lord  Cornwallis  to 
the  Bran-  form  a  line  of  battle,  it  was  about  four  o'clock  be- 
dywinc.  f^j.^  ^^^  aclion  began.  Neither  the  good  difpofition 
of  the  enemy,  the  advantages  of  fituation,  nor  a 
heavy  and  well  fupported  fire  of  fmail  arms  and  ar- 
tillery, were  at  all  fuiticicnt  to  reltrain  the  impe- 
tuofity  of  the  Briti Ih  and  HeiTian  troops.  The  light 
infantry,  challeurs,  grena-iiers,  and  guards,  ruihrng 
on  through  all  obflacles  and  dangers,  drove  the  ene- 
my, in  fpite  of  all  their  efforts,  though  not  without 
a  fpirited  oppofition,  from  their  polls,  and  purfued 
them  pellmell  into  the  woods  on  their  rear.  In  the 
mean  time,  a  part  of  the  enemy's  right,  which  had 
not  been  broken,  took  a  fecond  lirong  pofition  in  a 
v/ood  on  the  fame  fide,  from  whence,  after  fome 
confiderablc  refill  ancc,  they  were  dillodgcd  and  pur- 
fued by  detachmeiits  from  the  fecond  line. 

Several 
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Several  bodies  of  the  troops  that  were  firfl  en-  1777. 
gaged,  got  i"o  deeply  entangled  in  the  woods  through  ^^^^^'^^ 
the  eagernefs  of  purfuir,  that  they  were  not  able  to 
rejoin  the  army  before  night.  In  the  mean  time, 
as  the  main  and  coiiecled  body  continued  advan- 
cing, they  came  upon  a  corps  of  the  enemy  which 
had  not  yet  been  engaged,  and  which  had  taken 
pofTelTion  of  a  (Irong  poit,  to  cover  the  retreat  of 
the  defeated  wing  of  their  army.  A  very  warm 
engagement  now  enfued,  and  this  pofl  was  fo  v Igo- 
roufly  defended,  that  it  was  fome  time  after  dark 
before  it  could  be  forced.  The  darknef?,  the  un- 
certainty of  the  ground,  of  General  Knyphaufen's 
fituation,  together  with  the  extreme  fatigue  which 
the  troops  had  undergone,  in  a  long  march  and 
fevere  adion,  which  had  fcarcely  admitted  of  the 
fmallcll  refpite  duriiig  the  whole  cour'b  of  the  day, 
all  concurred  in  preventmg  the  army  from  puriui.^g 
its  advantages  any  farther. 

General  Knyphaufen,  after  fuccefsfully  amufnig  General 
the  enemy  all  day  with  the  apprchenfion  of  an  at-  Knyp- 
tack  which  he  did  not  intend,  made  his  palTage  good  l^aulen 
in  the  evening,    when    he  found  that  they  were  "^'^^"  ^" 
already  deeply  engaged  on  the  right.     He  carried  q]^^^  ^ 
the  entrenchment,  and  took  the   battery  and  can-  Ford. 
Ron,  which  defended  and  covered  Chad's  Ford.    At 
this   inilant,  fome  of  the  Britifh  trooos,  who  had  ^"^      1 
been  entangled  m,  and  had  penetrated  througa  tne  ijs  attacks 
woods,  threw  the  enemy  into  fuch  a  confufion,  that  the  ene- 
an  immediate  retreat,   or  rather  flight,   took  place '^y's 
in  all  parts.    The  latenefs  and  darknefs  of  the  even-  ^^"^* 
ing,  prevented  a  purfuit  here,  as  it  had  clone  on  the 
right. 

A  few  hours   m.ore  daylight  would  have  been  Lofs  on 
undoubtedly  producfive  of  a  total  and  ruinous  defeat  l^^^^i  *^^«s 
to  the  Americans. 

A 
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^777'  xlpart  of  their  troops,  among  whom  were  parti- 
^-'^"'^'^^  cularly  nun)bered  ibme  of  the  Vh-einia  regiments, 
and  the  whole  corps  of  artillery,  behaved  exceeding 
well  in  fome  of  the  aclions  of  this  day,  exhibiting  a 
degree  of  order,  hrmnefs,  and  refolation,  and  pre- 
ferving  fuch  a  countenance  in  extremely  Iharp  fer- 
vice,  as  would  not  have  difcredited  veterans.  Some 
other  bodies  of  their  troops;  behaved  very  badly. 
Their  lofs  was  very  confiderable,  which  probably 
was  the  caufe  that  it  was  not  particularly  fpecified  in 
their  own  accounts.  In  the  Gazette  it  was  com- 
puted, at  about  300  killed,  600  wounded,  and  near 
400  taken  prifoners.  They  alfo  loll  ten  fmail  fie-d 
pieces,  and  a  howitzer,  of  which  iiil,  but  one,  were 
brafs. 

The  lofs  in  the  royal  army  was  not  in  proportion, 
being  fomeihing  under  five  hundred,  of  v/hich  the 
flain  did  not  amount  to  one  lifth.  The  officers  luf- 
fered  confiderably,  efcecially  in  wounded,  though 
no  one  of  higher  rank  than  a  captain  was  killed. 
The  enemv  retreated  hrit  to  Cheiler,  and  on  the 
next  day  to  Philactlphia. '  The  victorious  army  lay 
that  night  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Reflecti-  vVafliington,  fo  far  as  we  can  judge  at  this  dif- 
ons on  the  tance,  fecms  to  have  been  more  out-p-eneralled  in 
adion.  this  a-ction,  than  any  other  fmce  the  beginning  of 
the  war.  This  conclufion  is  not,  however,  to  be 
confidered  as  ellabliihed ;  as  we  are  fenfibie  that  it 
may  be  well  queftioned,  from  the  premifes  even 
before  us.  The  defence  of  fuch  a  length  of  river, 
interjected  with  fords,  and  fome  at  remote  didances^ 
was  undoubtedly  impradicable.  Ifit  be  aiked  then 
why  the  attempt  was  made,  it  may  be  anfwered, 
that  his  great  objeft  was  to  harrafs,  and  to  interrupt 
the  progrefs  of  the  royal  army  to  Philadelphia,  by 
every  poiiible  means,  v/hicli  did  not  involve  his 
ov/n  in  the  rifque  of  a  general  engage-ment ;  that 
even  a  fupcrior  lofs  of  men,  was  not  to  be  confi- 
dered 
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dered  by  him,  to  whom  perhaps  it  was  neceiTary  to 
learn,  even  by  a  dangerous  experiment^  the  improve- 
ment and  (late  jot  his  own  troops.  His  choice  of  a 
pofl  on  the  Brandy  wine,  in  preference  to  thofe  more 
defenfible  that  w^ere  nearer  to  Phihideiphia,  has  been 
ccnfured  ;  but  how  far  this  choice  was  altogether 
in  his  power  does  not  fully  appear.  And,  however 
difficult  he  was  in  point  of  intehigence,  with  refped: 
to  Lord  Cornwallis's  movement,  he  fhewed  great 
abihty  in  his  endeavours  to  remedy  that  negligence, 
by  the  prompt  and  judicious  meafures  which  he 
took  to  cover  his  right.  Whatever  the  merits  or 
demerits  were  on  this  fide  of  the  quellion,  it  mull 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  movements  of  the  royal 
army  were  judicious  and  mafterly. 

The  prefcnt  unhapppy  contefl:  was  fo  interefting 
to  foreigners,  and  rendered  America  fo.  confpicuous  qI^^\^^' 
a  theatre  of  action,  that  it  drev/  bold  and  enterpriz-  armies, 
ing  fpirits,  from  different  parts  of  Europe,  either 
merely  in  fearch  of  glory  and  rank,  or  to  acquire 
military  experience  and  improvement.  i\-mong  the 
numerous  inftances  oi  this  nature  which  might  be 
given,  a  few  are  neceiTary,  and  will  be  fuificient. 
The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  a  young  French  noble- 
man, of  the  firfl  rank,  and  of  large  fortune,  was  fo 
carried  away  by  this  enthuliafm,  as  to  purchafe  and 
freight  a  Ihip  with  military  llores  (in  which  he  em- 
barked with  feveral  of  his  friends)  for  the  fervice 
of  the  Americans ;  he  bore  a  command,  and  was 
\voundcd  in  this  action.  The  Baron  St.  Ovary, 
another  French  volunteer,  for  whofe  releafe  the 
Congrefs  fliewed  a  particular  attention,  was  foon 
after  made  a  prifoner.  De  Coudry,  a  French  Gene- 
ral, was  about  this  time  drowned  in  the  Schuylkill, 
through  his  eagernefs  to  come  in  time  into  action. 
Roche  de  Fermoy,  was  a  member  of  the  council  of 
war,  who  had  figned  the  refoiution  for  abandoning 
Ticonderoga.  Pulawiki,  a  noble  Pole,  commanded 
a  detachment  of  American  light-horfe  in  the  ad:ion 
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of  the  Brandywine.  Count  Grabouikie,  another 
Polifli  nobleman,  was  about  the  fame  time  killed 
on  the  North  River,  exhibiting  great  intrepidity 
on  the  Britiih  fide,  and  bellowing  his  lafl  breath  in 
encomiums  on  the  undaunted  courage  difplayed  by 
the  partners  of  his  danger,  and  witneifes  of  his  fall. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the  battle  of  the 
Brandywine,  the  provincial  forces  were  met  in  the 
field,  and  with  no  very  great  advantage  of  fitua- 
tion.  A  victory  was  clearly  obtained  over  them  : 
bu:  it  was  not  of  that  final  and  decifive  kind  which 
the  public  h^d  expected  as  the  certain  coniequence 
or  iucii  a  meeting.  People  rarely  confider  how 
much  trivial  and  accidental  circumltances  render 
ail  things  of-'  this  k.nd  extremely  uncertain,  even 
with  any  iuperiority  of  troops,  or  goodnefs  of 
gencralihip. 

Nntwithftanding  the  victory  of  the  king's  troops, 
and  the  precipitate  tiight  of  the  enemy,  the  royal 
army  proceeded  with  caution  and  circumfpe61:ion ; 
and  it  did  not  feem  unneceifary  ;  for  the  enemy- 
did  not  ieem  difheartened ;  and  Mr.  Wafhington 
exerted  himfelf  v/ith  ability  and  diligence  to  repair 
his  defeat.  The  army  was  polled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Concord  and  Afhtown,  whilit  a  detachment 
was  fent  to  leize  on  Wilmington  which  was  made 
a  receptacle  for  the  fick  and  wounded.  Upon  a 
movement  towards  Goihen,  the  General  received 
intelligence  upon  his  march,  that  the  enemy  had 
quitted  Philadelphia,  and  were  advanced  upon  the 
Lancader  road,  a  few  miles  above  that  place.  Upon 
this  advice,  he  took  fuch  eifedual  meafures  for 
bringing  them  to  an  immediate  engagement,  that 
nothing  but  the  event  which  followed  could  have 
fruflrated  his  defign.  An  exceflive  fall  of  rain, 
which  overtook  both  armies  upon  their  march,  and 
which  continued  without  any  intermiffion  for  24 

hours, 
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hours,   rendered   both  parties    equally  and  totally    1777. 
incapable  of  adion.  v^^^r>^ 

In  the  courfe  of  a  number  of  movements  on  Major- 
both  fides,  which  took  place  for  fome  days  after,  General 
and  in  which  every  mealure  was  ineiiedually  ufed,  ^^'^^ ^^' 
to  involve  the  enemy  in  funilar  circumllances  to  Wayne! 
thofe  which  they  had  fo  lately  and  with  fuch  lofs 
efcaped,  intelligence  having  been  received,  that 
General  Wayne,  with  1500  men,  was  lying  in  the 
woods  upon  fome  fcheme  of  enterprize,  in  the  rear, 
and  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  left  wing  of  the 
army,  Major-General  Grey  was  detached  at  night,  g  ^o. 
with  2  regiments,  and  a  body  of  light  infantry,  to 
furprize  that  corps.  That  General  conducted  the 
enterprize  with  equal  ability  and  fuccefs ;  and,  per- 
haps, in  emulation  of  a  remarkable  action  of  the 
late  war  in  Germany,  took  eifedtual  meafures  that  a 
fmgle  (hot  fliould  not  be  tired  in  the  courfe  of  the 
expedition,  and  that  the  execution  Ihould  only  be 
done  by  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  In  the  profecu- 
tion  of  this  defign,  the  enemy's  out  polls  and  pic- 
kets were  compleatly  furprized  and  forced  without 
noife,  about  one  in  the  morning,  and  the  troops 
being  guided  by  the  light  of  their  fires,  rulhed  m 
upon  the  encampment,  where  a  fevere  and  filent 
execution  took  place,  about  300  being  killed  or 
v^ounded  upon  the  fpot,  and  a  number  of  prifoners 
taken  ;  the  remainder  efcaping  by  the  darknefs  of 
the  night,  and  fome  prudent  diipofitions  made  by 
the  otiicer  who  commanded  the  Americans,  with 
the  lofs  of  the  greater  part  of  their  baggage,  arms, 
and  (lores.  The  vidors,  in  this  brifk  action,  lofl 
only  a  captain  of  light  infantry^nd  three  private 
men,  with  about  the  fame  nunibe^vounded. 

The  General  finding  that  the  enemy  could  not  by  Royal 
any  means  be  brought  to  action,  and  tiiat  they  were  army  ad*. 
evidently  abandoning  even   the   proteclion  of  che  ^'^'^^  ^^ 
caoital,  rather  than  hazard  that  final  decifioa,  .made  S^^"^^^" 

^         ^  ,  .  .  '   '  >     ,     i  own. 

1  i I  iuch 


425] 


L.  Corn- 

takes 
poiTeiTion 


ne  niSliORY  of  ih$         Ghap.  XIV. 

fuch  movements  and  took  fuch  pofitions  as  gave  him 
the  command  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  enabled  him,  at 
length,  to  pafs  the  army  over  that  river  without 
2^-  oppofition.  Th'ere  being  nothing  now  to  impede 
his  progrefs,  the  army  advanced  to  German  Tow^n, 
and  Lord  Cornwallis,  on  the  next  morning  took 
poxTeilion  of  Philadelphia.  Thus  was  the  rich  and 
ilourifhing  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  capital  late  of 
of  Plilia-  the  mofl:  riling  colony,  and  attended  with  the  mofl 
delpuia.  fjngular  circumftances,  that  hiflory  can  give  any 
example  of,  and  the  f^at  of  that  General  Congrefs 
of  delegates,  who  difpenfed  laws  and  government 
to  the  Continent  of  North  America,  reduced  with- 
out oppofition,  and  confequently  without  damage. 


This  circumftance  was  more  fortunate  than  had 
been  expedled  ;  for  it  was  even  fpoken  of  by  them- 
felves  as*  a  fettled  and  fixed  determination,  to  de- 
llrdy  the  city,  whenever  it  was  found  that  it  could 
be  no  longer  proteded,  rather  than  fuffer  it  to  be- 
come a  place  of  arms,  and  the  centre  of  operation 
to  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies.  A  number  of  the 
Quakers,  and  fome  other  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  Philadelphia,  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
twenty,  who  had  been  juftly  confidered  as  ftrongly 
attached  to  the  royal  caufe,  and  violently  inimical 
to  the  prefent  ruling  powers,  had  been  taken  into 
cuilody  upon  the  immediate  danger  of  an  invafion. 
Thefe  ge'ntlemen  pofitively  refufed  to  give  any  fe- 
curity  in  writing,  or  even  verbal  atteftation,  of  at- 
tachment, fubmiiTion,  or  allegiance,  to  the  prefent 
government,  or  of  not  holding  a  correfpondence 
with  thofe  wliomthey  reprefented  as  enemies.  They 
even  refufed  to  confine  themfelves  to  their  re- 
fpeclive  dweHing.4iGufes,  and  boldly  appealing  to 
the  laws  for  redrefs  and  feciirity  to  their  pcrfons, 
itrongly  reproached  thofe,  who  under  the  pretence 
of  aiterthig  and  proteding  the  liberties  of  the  fub- 
jccl,  had  involved  the  whole  continent  in  civil  war 
and  contention^  and  who  thus,  at  the  fame  time,  in 

the 


Some  of 
the  prln- 
cipal  in- 
habitants 
fent  pri- 
foners  to 
Virginia 


V./-V>^ 


Chap*  XlV.        Civil  War  /;?  A  M  E  R  I  C  A.         [427 

the  mod  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  manner,  deprived  1777. 
himof  hisperfonal  liberty,  andof  every  fccurity  which 
he  derived  from  the  laws.  They  were  anfwered, 
that  the  laws  themfelves,  and  all  other  confiderations 
muft  gave  way  to  the  public  fafety,  in  cafes  of  great 
and  imminent  danger ;  that  there  was  no  new  or 
particular  hardfhip  in  the  prefent  meafure,  which 
was  julHfied  by  the  pradlice  of  all  dates  in  fimilar  cir- 
cumllances  ;  that  in  England,  in  its  higheft  (late  of 
freedom,  and  under  its  happieft  governments,  the 
Habeas  Corpus  law  was  fufpended  in  cafes  of  inter- 
nal commotion,  or  the  apprehenfion  of  foreign  in- 
vafion  ;  that  there,  fufpicion  only  was  a  fufficient 
ground  for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the  fubjeci:,  with- 
out regard  to  rank,  quality,  or  any  fecurity  he 
might  propofe  to  give  for  his  peaceable  demeanor  ; 
but  that  their  fituation  was  much  more  favourable 
to  themfelves,  if  their  incorrigible  obflinacy,  their 
dangerous  defigns  againil  the  (late,  and  their  mortal 
enmity  to  the  government,  had  not  precluded  them 
from  its  benefit ;  they  were  not  retained  in  prifon 
merely  upon  fufpicion,  however  (trong  and  well 
founded  that  was,  and  however  juftifiable  the  mea- 
fure would  be  upon  that  ground  only  ;  it  was  im- 
mediately in  their  power  to  return  in  the  moil  unre- 
ftrained  liberty  to  their  habitations,  only  by  com- 
plying with  that  very  moderate  teft  of  their  princi- 
ples and  conduct  which  was  required,  and  fhewing 
that  obedience  to  government,  and  good  difpofition 
to  the  ftate,  which  every  member  of  fociety  owed  to 
the  community  to  which  he  belonged,  as  a  return 
for  the  protection  which  he  received.  But  that  as 
they  denied  all  allegiance  to  the  flate,  they  of  courfe 
difclaimed  its  protection,  and  forfeited  all  the  pri- 
vileges of  citizen-fhip  ;  whilfl  by  refufmg  every  fe- 
curity for  their  peaceable  demeanor,  they  could  only 
be  confidered  as  its  moil  dangerous  and  determined 
enemies.  As  thefe  gentlemen  were  unconquerable 
in  their  refolution  not  to  fubmit  to  the  propofed 
teft,  they  were  all  fent  off  to  Staunton,  in  Virginia, 

as 
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1 777.    as  a  place  of  fecurity,  upon  the  approach  of  the  roy- 
S-^vN^   al  army. 

As  foon  as  Lord  Howe  had  received  intelligence 
of  the  luccefs  at  the  Brandywine,  and  the  deter- 
liiined  progrefs  of  the  army  to  Philadelphia,  he 
took  the  moil  fpeedy  and  effedual  raeafures  for 
conducting  the  fleet  and  tranfports  round  the  Dela- 
ware, not  only  to  be  at  hand  to  concur  in  the  active 
operations  of  the  campaign,  but  to  fupply  the  army 
with  thofe  provifions,  ilores,  and  necelfaries,  which 
he  knew,  muft  by  that  time  have  been  indifpenfably 
neceffary.  The  voyage  was  intricate,  tedious,  and 
dangerous ;  and  nothing  lefs  than  the  fuperior  ikill 
and  ability  which  was  exerted,  in  the  condudt  and 
management  of  fo  great  a  number  of  fhips,  could 
have  prevented  the  lofs  from  being  confiderable. 
As  the  paiiage  to  Philadelphia,  was  yet  impracti- 
cable, the  ilect  drew  up  and  anchored  along  the 
weltern  or  Penfylvania  fhore,  from  Reedy  lilaijd  to 
Ntwcaille, 


When  the  Britlf^i  troops  had  taken  pofieiiion  of 
Philadelphia,  their  hrlt  object  was  the  erecting  of 
batteries  to  command  the  river,  as  well  to  prevent 
the  intercourfe  of  the  American  veOels  between 
their  upper  and  lower  pofts,  as  to  protect  the  city 
from  an)  miuit  by  water.  The  neceffity  of  this 
meafure  became  ohviouSj  almoft  as  toon  as  it  was 
new  bat-  determined  upon.  The  very  day  after  the  arrival  of 
terie&at  the  forccs,  the  American  frigate  Ddaware,  of  3a 
Phuadel-  guns,  anchored  within  500  yaras  of  the  unfiniflied 
batteries,  and  being  lecondeu  by  another  irigate. 
With  ibme  fmaller  veifcls,  they  commenced,  and 
fupported  for  lome  hours,  a  very  heavy  cannonade, 
botn  upon  the  batteries  and  the  town.  They  did 
not,  ho^vever,  difplay  rhe  judgement  which  their 
knowledge  of  the  riv^r  might  be  iuppofed  to  afiord. 
"C'pon  the  falHng  of  the  tide  the  Delaware  ground- 
ed fo  eriedualiy  that  fiie  cctuid  not  be  got  oil,  which 
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being  foon  perceived  by  the  grenadiers,  they  brought    i  jyy, 
their  battalion  fieid  pieces  to  play  upon  her  with  fo    ^^^'"^^v^ 
true  a  direction  and  excellent  eftecl:,  that  the  Dela-  7)^/^^^,^^^^ 
ware  being  obliged  to  ftrike  her  colours,  v/as  board-  Frigate 
ed  and  taken  by  an  officer  and  detachment  of  that  taken, 
corps.     Brigadier  General  Cleveland  immediately 
profited  of  the  efFecl  of  the  battahon  guns,  by  di- 
reding  the  whole   fire  of  the  batteries  to  the  other 
veiTels,  which  were    compelled  to    retire,   with  the 
iofs  of  a  fchooner  which  was  driven  afhore. 

The  Americans  had    at  vaft    expence,  and  with  The  paf- 
wonderful  labour  and    induilry,  conilru6ted  >{reat  ^^geof 
and  numerous  works,  to  render  the  paiTap-e  of  the  ,  ^    ^' 
Delaware  up  to  Philadelphia  impracticable.     In  the  rendered 
profecution   of  this  defign,  they  had  ereded  works  impradi- 
and  batteries  upon  a  flat,  low,  marfhy  illand,  or  ra-  cable, 
ther  a  bank  of  mud  and  fand,  which  had  been  ac- 
cumulated in   the  Delaware,  near  the    iundion  of 
the  Schuylkill,  and  which  from  its    nature  was  cal- 
led Mud,  but  fromthcfe  defences  Fort-lfland.     Oil 
the  oppofite  fliore  of  New-Jerfey,  at  a  place  called 
Red-Bank,  they  had  alfo  conitruct.*d  a  fort  or  re- 
doubt,  well  covered  with  heavy  ariiilery.      In  the 
deep  navigable  channel,  between,   or  under  the  co- 
ver of  thefe  batteries,  they  had  funk  feveral  ranges 
of  frames  or  machines,  to  which,  from  a  refemblance 
in  the  conflrudion,  they  had  given  the  appellation 
of  chevaux  de  frize,   being  compofed  of  iranfverfe 
beams,  firmly  united,  pointing  in  various  directions, 
and    ftrongly  headed  with  iron.      Thefe  were  of 
fuch  a   weight  and  ftrength,   and  funk  in  fuch  a 
depth  of  water,  as  rendered  them  equally  difficult 
to   be  weighed  or  cut  through,  and  dellructive  to 
any  (hip  which  had  the  misfortune  of  ilrik] ng  againft 
them.     No  attempt  for  raifing  them,  or  fo:-  opening 
the  channel  in  any  manner,  cotdd,  ho^vever,    be 
made,   until  the  command  cf  the  ihores  on  both 
fides  was  fully  obtained. 

About 
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About  three  miles  lower  down  the  river,  they 
had  funk  other  ranges  of  thefe  machines,  and  were 
conftruding  for  their  protection  fome  confiderable 
and  extenfive  works,  which,  though  not  yet  finifh- 
ed,  were  in  fuch  forwardnefs  as  to  be  provided  witk 
artillery,  and  to  command  their  objcd:,  at  a  place 
on  the  Jerfey  fide  called  Billing's  Point.  Thefe 
works  and  machines  were  further  fupported  by 
feveral  gallies  mounting  heavy  cannon,  together 
with  two  floating  batteries,  a  number  of  armed 
velfels  and  fmall  craft  of  various  kinds,  and  fome 
fire  fhips.  In  a  ^ord,  the  Delaware  feemed  to  teem 
with  every  dcfenfive  preparation,  which  could  render 
the  hoftile  operations  and  movements  of  a  fleet,  in 
the  confined  and  uncertain  navigation  of  a  river, 
extremely  dangerous. 

Upon  the  reprefentation  of  Captain  Hammond, 
of  the  Roebuck,  who  with  fome  other  fhips  of  war 
had  arrived  in  the  Delaware  before  Lord  Howe, 
the  General  detached  two  regiments,  conlifting  of 
three  battalions,  under  Colonel  Stirling,  to  diflodge 
the  enemy  from  Billingsfort.  The  detachment 
having  crolfed  the  river  from  Chefter,  where  the 
ihips  lays,  performed  the  fervice  efiedlually  without 
lofs  or  oppofition.  The  enemy,  without  waiting  to 
be  attacked,  as  foon  as  they  heard  of  their  approach, 
immediately  fpiked  their  artillery,  fet  fire  to  the 
barracks,  and  abandoned  the  place  with  the  greateil 
precipitation.  The  detachment  waited  to  deftroy, 
or  to  render  unferviceable,  thofe  parts  of  the  works 
which  fronted  the  river.  The  fiiccefs,  with  the 
fpirit  and  perfeverance  exhibited  by  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  fhips  under  his  command,  enabled 
Captain  Hammond,  through  great  difficulties,  and 
a  vigorous  oppofition  from  the  marine  force  of  the 
enemy,  to  carry  the  principal  obje£t  of  the  expe- 
dition into  effiscl,  by  cutting  away  and  weighing  lip 
fo  much  of  the  chevaux  de  frize,  as  opened  a  nar- 
row and  difficult  paflage  for  fhips  through  this  lower 
barrier.  _  Upon 
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Upon  the  return  of  the  detachment  from  Jerfey,  1777. 
another  regiment  was  fent  to  meet  them  at  Chefter,  ^-y-^r^j 
in  order  that  they  might  altogether  form  a  fufficient 
efcort  for  a  large  convoy  of  provifions  to  the  camp. 
The  army  flill  lay  at  German  Town,  a  very  long 
and  confiderable  village,  about  half  a  dozen  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  and  which,  flretching  on  both 
fides  of  the  great  road  to  the  northward,  forms  a 
continued  fheet  of  two  miles  in  length.  The  line 
of  encampment  paffed  German  Town  at  right  angles 
about  the  centre,  the  left  wing  extending  on  the 
weft  from  the  town  to  the  Schuylkill.  That  wing 
was  covered  in  front,  by  the  mounted  and  difmount- 
ed  German  chafleurs ;  a  battalion  of  light  infantry, 
and  the  Queen's  American  rangers,  were  in  the 
front  of  the  right,  and  the  40th  regiment,  with 
another  battalion  of  light  infantry,  w^ere  ported  at 
the  head  of  the  village.  Lord  Gornwallis  lay  at 
Philadelphia,  with  four  battalions  of  grenadiers ; 
and  we  have  already  feen,  that  three  regiments  had 
been  detached  on  the  fide  of  Chefter. 

The  enemy  w-ere  encamped  at  Skippach  Creek,  Royal  ^ 
about    1 6   miles  from  German  Town.     They  had  army  fur- 
received  fome  reinforcements,  and  they  were  not  P"zcd  at 
ignorant  that  the  royal  army  was  weakened  by  the  ^^''■"^^" 
detachments  it  had  made  to  Philadelphia  and  Chefter. 
Thefe  circumftances  induced  an  enterprize,  Uttle 
expelled,  and  feemingly  as  little  fuited,  to  the  gene- 
ral caution,  and  to  the  fuppofed-  genius  and  difpo- 
fition   of  Waftiington.     Inftead   of  ftiunning,    at 
ufual,  every  thing  that  might  lead  to  an  adion,  the 
American  army  quitted  its  ftrong  poft  at  Skippach 
Creek  at  fix  in  the  evening,  and  ir.arched  all  night 
to  furprize  and  attack  the  royal  army  in  its  camp  at 
German  Town. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  their  approack 
was  difcovered  by  the  patroles,  and  the  army  was 
immediately  called   to  arms.     They  began    their 

attack 
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1777.    attack  upon  the  40th  regiment,  and  the  battalion 


\y-r^^ 


of  Hght  infantry  by  which  it  was-  accompanied. 
Thefe  corps,  aRer  a  vigorous  reliiiance,  being  at 
length  overpowered  by  numbers,  were  prefied  and 
purfued  into  the  village.  In  this  exigence,  a  mea- 
fure  upon  which  much  of  the  future  fortune  of  the 
day  depended,  was  inftantiy  and  happily  adopted 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mufgrave,  who  threw  himfelf 
with  fix  compaaies  of  the  40th  regiment  into  a  large 
and  Ifrong  Itone  home,  which  lay  full  in  the  front 
of  the  enemy. 

By  this  meaAiire  they  were  checked  In  their  for- 
ward hope  and  defign  of  gaining  complete  and 
immediate  poueillon  of  that  long  town,  which  among 
other  great  and  obvious  advantages,  would  have 
enabled  them  effedually  to  feparate  the  right  and 
left  wings  of  the  royal  army.  The  Colonel  and 
his  brave  party,  furrounded  by  a  whole  brigade, 
and  attacked  on  every  fide  with  great  refolution, 
defended  the  houfe  with  the  moil  undaunted  cou- 
rage ;  and  though  the  enemy  at  length  brought 
cannon  up  to  the  ailault,  he  ftill  maintained  his 
pofl  with  equal  intrepidity,  pouring  a  dreadful  and 
unceafmg  hre  through  the  windows,  until  affairs 
had  taken  fuch  a  turn  as  afforded  him  relief. 

This  was  accompliilied  by  Major-General  Grey, 
who  bringing  the  front  of  a  great  part  of  the  left 
wing  by  a  timely  movement  to  the  village,  led  on 
three  battalions  of  the  3d  brigade,  who  attacked 
the  enemy  with  vigour,  and  were  as  bravely  fup- 
ported  and  feconded,  by  Brigadier-General  Agnew, 
at  the  head  of  the  4th  brigade.  The  engagement 
was  now  for  fome  time  very  warm  ;  but  the  enemy 
being  attacked  on  the  oppofitc  fide  of  the  village  by 
two  regiments  of  the  right  wing,  were  thrown  into 
total  diforder,  and  driven  out  of  the  town  with  con- 
fidcrable  llaughter. 

In- 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  light  infantry  and  pickets    'iyyj, 
of  the  right  wing,  fupported  by  the  4th,  and  fecond-    V-.^^^^* 
ed   by  the   49th  regiment,  were  w^armly  engaged  a 
with  the  enemy's  left ;    but  General   Grey,  after  cans  re- 
forcing  their  troops  in  the  village,  having  palTed  it,  puifed. 
and  bringing  the  left  wing  forward,  they  immedi- 
ately retired  on  all  fides.     The  enemy  was  purfued 
for    fome   miles ;    but   the  country  being  woody, 
ilrong,  and  enclofed,  the  purfuit  v/as  attended  with 
fo  little  effed:,  that  they  carried  their  cannon  clear 
off.     Lord  Cornw^ailis   arrived  with  a  fquadron  of 
light-horfe  from  Philadelphia,  towards  the  clofe  of 
the  engagement,  and  joined  in  the  purfuit ;    whilft 
three  battalions  of  grenadiers  from  the  fame  place, 
who  had  run  themfelves  out  of  breath  in  the  ardour 
of  fuccouring  their  fellows,.  "V\^ere  too  late  to  come 
in  for  any  fhare  of  the  aclion. 

It  appears  that  the  morning  was  exceedingly 
foggy,  to  which  the  Americans  (who  had  confide- 
rable  fuccefs  in  the  beginning  of  the  aclion)  attri- 
bute their  not  im^proving  the  advantages  they  at  lirll 
gained,  in  the  manner  which  they  would  otherwife 
have  done.  For  they  were  not  only,  as  they  alTert, 
through  this  circumftance,  prevented  from  obferv- 
ing  the  new  lituation  of  the  enemy,  by  which  the 
latter  had  time  to  recover  from  the  effect  of  the 
firft  impreliion  they  had  made  on  them ;  but  thq 
diiferent  bodies  of  their  ov/n  army  were  kept  in 
ignorance  of  each  others  movements  and  fuccefs, 
and  were  confequently  incapable  of  acting  in  con- 
cert. It  is  even  faid,  that  fome  of  their  parties,  in 
die  thicknefs  of  the  fog,  had  poured  their  fire  upon 
each  other,  under  a  blind  miftake  on  both  fides  of 
being  engaged  with  the  enem.y.  Wafliington  paid 
great  compliments  to  the  right  wing  for  its  good 
behaviour,  of  which  he  had  been  a  witnefs,  but  he 
left  the  conducl  of  the  left,  at  leail,  doubtful,  by 
favin?  that  lie  had  not  vet  received  fufncient  infor» 
mat  ion  to  found  anv  opinion  on. 

Kkk  The 
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1777.  The  lofs  of  the  royal  army  in  this  aclion,  include 
^^^^'"^  ing-  the  wounded  and  a  few  prifoners,  rather  exceed- 
Lofs  on  ^^  ^"^  ^^  ^^  Brandywine,  the  whole  amounting  to 
botii  fides  535  ;  but  the  proportion  of  the  flain  was  ilill 
fmaller  than  in  that  engagement,  and  fcarcely  ex- 
ceeded 70.  Inthis  number  were  unhappily  fome  very 
brave  and  diftinguifhed  officers ;  particularly  Briga- 
dier General  Agnew,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bird. 
The  number  of  officers  wounded  was  confiderable. 
The  Americans  lofs  was  eftimated  in  the  Gazette, 
at  between  2  and  300  llain,  600  wounded,  and 
above  400  prifoners.  Among  the  llain  was  General 
Nalh,  and  feveral  other  officers  of  all  ranks ;  54 
officers  were  taken  prifoners.  In  this  adion  the 
Americans  aded  upon  the  offenfive ;  and  though 
repulfed  with  lofs,  Ihewed  themfelves  a  formidable 
adverfary ;  capable  of  charging  with  refolution, 
and  retreating  with  good  order.  The  hope  there- 
fore entertained  from  the  effiscl  of  any  action  with 
them  as  decifive,  and  likely  to  put  a  fpeedy  termi- 
nation to  the  war,  was  exceedingly  abated. 

Army  re-      The  taking  of  Philadelphia  v/as  not  attended  with 
moves  to  all  the  advantages  expelled  from  that  conqueft.  The 
Philadel-  j-gb^i   army  however  flraltened,  Hill  kept  the  field  ; 
^  *^'        and   until   the  Delaware    could  be  cleared,  it  was 
obvious   that  the  army  could   not  fupport  itfelf  in 
that  town  for  the  winter.     Therefore,  as  the  whole 
effect  of  the  campaign   depended  upon   that  opera- 
tion, about  a  fortnight  after  the  battle,  the  King's 
army  removed  from  German-Town  to  Philadelphia, 
as  being  a  more  convenient  place  for  the  reduction 
of  Mud,  or  Fort  Ifland,   and  for  co-operating  with 
the  naval  force  in  opening  the  navigation   of  the 
river.     The  enemy  had  returned  after  the  action  of 
German-Tov/n,    to   tlieir   old    Camp  at  Skippach 
Creek,  where  thev  ftiil  continued. 

Meafures    beina-   concerted  between  the  General 

o 

and  Admiral   for  removing   the  obftrudious  of  the 

river 
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river,  the  former  ordered  batteries  to  be  ereded  on    1777. 
the  weftern  Ihore,    or  Penfylvania  fide,  in  hopes  of  ^^-^^^"^^ 
aififling  in    diilodging  the  enemy  from  Mud-lfland,  u^r^^., 
the  difficulty  of  accefs  to  which,  was  found  to  ren-  ccfsfulat- 
der  its  reduction  a  much  more  tedious  and  difficult  tack  on 
operation  than  had  been  expected.     He  alfo  detach-  ^^^  'Och- 
ed  a  flrong  body  of  Heffians    acrofs    the  river  at  ^^^^* 
Cooper's  Ferry,  oppofite  the   town,    who  were  to 
march  down   and  force  the  redoubt  of  Red  Bank, 
whilfl  the  ihips,  and  the  batteries  on  the  other  fide, 
were  to  carry  on  their  attacks   againft  Mud  IHand 
and  the  enemy's  marine  force.     The  Heffian  de- 
tachment was  led  by  Colonel  Donop,    (who  had 
gained  great  reputation    in  various  aftions   of  this 
war)    and    confiited  befides  of  light  infantry   and 
Chafleurs,  of  three  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  the 
regiment  of    Mirbach.      The  American  force   at 
Red  Bank  was  eltimated  at  about  800  men. 

Though  nothing  could  exceed  the  good  difpofition  Heffians 
made   for  thefe  feveral  attacks,  nor  the  exertions  of  repulfed 
vigour  and  courage   difplayed  both  by  land   and  ^^^^ 
naval  force  on  their  different  elements,  yet  this  en-  f[*^^^^^°  * 
terprize  not  only  failed  of  fuccefs,  but  was  in  every  -q^^^i^^ 
refpe6t  unfortunate.     Colonel  Donop  attacked   the 
enemy's  entrenchments  with   the  utmoit  gallantry,  ^^^*  ^^' 
and  after  a  very  fharp  aclion,  fucceeded  in  carrying 
an  extenfive   out-work ;  but  he  found  the  enemy 
better  covered  in  the  body  of  the  redoubt,    and  the 
defence  more  vigorous    than   he  expected;     The 
brave  Colonel  was  there  mortally  wounded  and  ta-  Colonel 
ken  prifoner.     Some  of  his  beil  officers  were  killed  j^-|p^^ 
or  difabled,  and  the  Heffians  after  a  delperate  en- 
gagement, were  repulfed  with  great  lofs.     Colonel 
Mingerode,   the  next  in  command,  being  likewife 
dangcroully  wounded,  the  detachment  was  brought 
off  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Linfmg,    having  fuffered 
much  in  the  approach  and  retreat  from  the  affault 
by  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  gallies  and  floating  bat- 
teries.    The  lofs  of  the  Heffians,   whether   as   to 

private 
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1777.    private  men  or  officers,   was  never  particularly  au- 
^^^'"^^^^   thcnticated  ;    it  was   however,   known  to  be  very 

confiderable  :    probably  not   lels  than  four  or  fiv^ 

hundred  men. 

The  men  of  war  and  frigates  deflined  for  the  at- 
tack, having  made  their  way  with  difficulty  through 
the  lower  barrier,  took  every  poffibic  difpoiition  that 
the  nature  and  fituation  of  the  river  would  ad- 
mit for  the  deilruttion  of  the  upper  works  and  de- 
fences, where  they  commenced  their  affault,  at  the 
fame  time  that  Colonel  Donop  was  engaged  at  Red 
Bank.  Fortune  was  not  more  favourable  here  than 
afliore*  The  Ihips  could  not  bring  their  fire  to 
bear  v/ith  any  great  efFetl"  upon  their  works.  The 
extraordinary  obftruclion  with  which  the  enemy 
had  interrupted  the  free '  courfe  of  the  river,  had 
even  effiscled  its  bed,  and  wrought  fome  alteration 
in  its  known  and  natural  channel.  By  this  means, 
the  Augufla  man  of  war  and  Merlin  iloop,  were 
grounded  fo  fail  at  fome  diihmce  from  the  chevaux- 
'  de-frize,   that  there  vv^as  no  poffibility  of  getting 

them  off.     In  this    fituation,   thouQ-h  the  ikill  and 

.0 

courage  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  feveral 
veifels,  prevented  the  effis6r  of  four  fire  fliips  which 
the  enemy  had  fent  to  deftroy  the  Augufca,  ihe  un- 
fortunately took  fire  in  the  engagement,  which 
placed  the  others  under  the  neceffity  of  retiring  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  to  get  beyond  the  effect 
of  the  explofion.  In  thefe  urgent  and  difficult  cir- 
cumitances,  the  Merlin  vras  haftily  evacuated,  and 
laid  in  a  train  of  deltruclion,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Auguila  faved  ;  but 
the  fecond  Lieutenant,.  Chaplain,  and  gunner,  with 
no  inconfiderable  number  of  the  common  men, 
unhappily  periffied. 

F  a^- 1        '^^^^    '^^^   fuccefs   of  this  enterprize  by  no  means 
ni'eafureG    ^^iT^p^d  the   rcfolutiou  of  tlie  commanders,  in  pro- 
lakcn.      fecution  of  the  abib lately  ncceffary  work  of  open- 
ing 
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ing  the  navigat'on  of  the  Delaware.  New  ground  1777 
was  taken,  new  meafures  adopted,  and  every  pre-  ^•'v^^ 
paration  made  that  could  infure  iuccefs  in  ihe  de- 
fig  n.  Nor  were  the  enemy  idle  on  their  fide.  They 
well  underftood  the  great  coniequence  it  was  of  to 
them  to  keep  the  naval  force  feparated  from  the  ar- 
my, and  to  render  the  communication  between  them 
tedious  and  difficult.  They  accordingly  left  nothing 
undone  to  flrengthen  their  defences. 

The  officers  and  feamen  of  the  fleet  were  incef- 
fantly  employed  in  conveying  heavy  artillery,  pro- 
vifions  and  ilores,  up  the  river,  by  a  difficult  chan- 
nel on  the  wefl  fide,  to  a  fmall  morally  ifland,  where 
they  ereded  batteries,  which  greatly  incommoded 
the  enemy's  works  on  Mud  Illand.  Every  thing  °^*  ^^' 
being  prepared  for  an  attack,  the  Ifis  and  Somerfet 
men  of  war,  pafTed  up  the  eafl  channel,  in  order 
to  attack  the  enemy's  works  in  the  front ;  feveral 
frigates  drew  up  againfl  a  fort  newly  eredied  on  the 
Jerfey  fide,  near  Manto  Creek,  which  was  fo  fitu- 
ated  as  to  flank  the  men  of  war  in  their  ftation ; 
and  two  armed  veffels,  mounted  24  pounders,  fuc- 
cefsfully  made  their  way  through  the  narrow  chan- 
nel on  the  weftern  fide  at  the  back  of  Hogg  Illand  ;. 
a  matter  of  the  greateft  importance  with  refpeft  to 
the  fuccefs  of  the  attack,  as  thefe  two  veffels,  in  con- 
cert with  the  batteries  newly  erected  in  province 
Ifland,  enfiladed  the  principal  works  which  the  ene- 
my had  ereded  on  Mud-Ifland. 

A  heavy  fire  w^as  fupported  on  both  fides.     At  j^^j 
length  the  vigorous  attack  made  by  the  Ifis  in  front,  ifiand,  & 
and  by  the  two  armed  veffels,  and  the  batteries  in  Red  Bank 
other  quarters,  fo  overpowered  the  enemy  in  the  fort  ^^^^^' 
and  v/orks   on  Mud-Ifland,   that  towards    evening 
their  artillery  was  entirely  filenced.     And  they  per- 
ceiving that  meafures  were  taking  for  forcing  their 
works  on  the   following  morning,  and   being  alfo 

fenfible 
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1777-    fenfible  that,    in  the  prefect  flate    of  things,  they 

^^^^^"^  were  not  defcnfible,  they  let  fire  to  e^ery  thing  that 

was    capable  of  receiving  it,  and   abandoning  the 

place  in  the  night. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  in  men  was  faid  to  be  very 
confiderable  ;  that  of  the  fleet,  was  more  trifling 
than  could  have  been  fuppofed.  Their  artillery  and 
fome  flores  were  taken  at  Mud  IPiand.  In  two  days 
after,  Lord  Cornwallis  pafTed  over  with  a  detach- 
ment from  Chefter  to  Billin^-'s  Fort,  where  he  was 
jomed  by  a  body  of  forces  jull:  arrived  from  New 
York.  They  proceeded  all  together  to  Red  Bank, 
which  the  enemy  abandoned  at  their  approach, 
leaving  their  artillery  with  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  cannon-ball  and  ftores  behind  them.  The  works 
-       .      were  demoliflied. 

Amen- 
cans  burn 

their  The  enemy's  Hiipping  having  now  lofl  all  pro- 

veJlels.      tecllon  on  their  fide  of  the  river,  feveral  of  their 
galiies  and  other  armed  velfels  took  the  advantage 
of  a  favourable  nighty  to  pafs  the  batteries  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  efcape  to  places  of  fecurity  farther 
up.     The  difcovery  of  this  tranfaclion  occafioned 
the  fending  an  oilicer  vv^ith  a  party  of  feemen  to  man. 
the  Delaware  frigate  lately  taken,  and  lying  at  Phi- 
ladelphia; and  the  taking  of  fuch  other  meafures, 
as  rendered  the  efcaping  of  the  remainder  imprac- 
ticable.   Thus  environed,  the  crews  abandoned  and 
fet  fire  to  their  veifels,  which  were  all  confumed  to 
the  amount  of  fcventeen  of  different  forts,  including 
the  two  floating  batteries,   and  fire-fliips.     With  all 
thefe  advantages,  the  feaibn  of  the  year,  and  other 
impediments,  rendered  the  clearing  of  the  river,  in 
any  confiderable  degree,  impradicable  ;  fo  that  the 
making  or  difcovering  of  fuch  a  channel,  as  might 
admit  the  paffage  of  tranfports  and  veifels  of  eafy 
burden  with  provifions  and  necelTaries  for  the  ufc 
of  the  army  at  Philadelphia,  was  all  that  could  be 
obtained  at  preient. 

General 
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General  Wafhington  being  reinforced  by  4000  1777. 
men  from  the  northern  army,  advanced  within  14  ^^^^^'v^ 
miles  of  Philadelphia,  to  a  place  called  White  Marfh, 
where  he  encamped  in  a  very  Itrong  pofition,  with 
his  right  to  the  Wiffahichon  Creek,  and  the  front 
partly  covered  by  Sandy  Run.  As  this  movement 
feemed  to  indicate  a  difpofition  to  adventure.  Gen. 
Howe  was  not  without  hopes,  that  the  late  rein- 
forcement would  encourage  them  to  hazard  a  battle 
for  the  recovery  of  Philadelphia.  If  fuch  was  their 
intention,  he  was  determined  that  they  Ihould  not 
cool  in  it,  for  want  of  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
it  into  action  ;  or  if  they  flill  adhered  to  their  ufual 
fyftem  of  caution  and  defence,  it  was  flill  reafonably 
to  be  hoped  that  upon  a  clofe  infpection  of  their 
fituation,  fome  part  of  their  camp  would  be  found 
fo  vulnerable  as  to  admit  of  a  fuccefsful  im- 
preifion. 

Upon  thefe  grounds  the  general  marched  the 
army  from  Philadelphia  on  the  4th  of  December  at 
night,  and  took  pod  at  Chefnut  Hill,  in  the  front 
of  the  enemy's  right  on  the  next  morning.  Finding 
that  their  right  aSbrded  no  opening  for  an  attack, 
he  changed  his  ground  before  day  on  the  7th,  and 
took  a  new  pofition  oppofite  to  their  centre  and  left. 
Some  ikirmilhes  happened  in  which  the  enemy  were 
conflantly  defeated,  and  their  flying  parties  purfued  , 
home  almofl  to  their  works.  The  General  at  length, 
after  continuing  above  three  days  conflantly  in  their 
fight,  advancing  within  a  mile  of  their  lines,  and 
examining  their  works  with  the  clofelt  attention, 
finding  that  nothing  could  provoke  or  entice  them 
to  action,  and  that^  their  camp  was  in  every  part 
inacceffible,  gave  up  the  profecution  of  a  defign 
which  was  evidently  fruitlefs.  The  army  alfo  fuf- 
fered  greatly  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  both 
officers  and  foldiers  being  totally  defcitute  of  tents 
and  field  equipage. 

The 
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1777.  The  General  accordingly  began  his  march  to 
V-^"<^^  Philadelphia  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th,  in  full 
G  Howe  ^^^^^  °^  ^^^  enemy,  without  being  purfucd,  or  in 
returns  to  the  fmalleft  degree  incommoded  on  his  return.  As 
Philadel-  the  feafon  was  now  too  far  advanced,  to  admit  of 
pl^a*  any  6dier  attention  than  what  related  to  the  accom- 
modation of  the  army,  a  grand  detachment  was 
fent  out  to  procure  forage  for  the  winter,  w^hich 
was  fuccefsfully  performed.  In  the  mean  time 
Wafliington  removed  his  camp  from  White  Marfh 
to  Valley  Forge,  upon  the  Schuylkill,  about  15  or  16 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  in  a  very  flrong  and  con- 
fequently  fecure  pofition.  Nothing  could  afford  a 
ftronger  proof,  to  whoever  confiders  the  nature  and 
difpofition  of  thofe  people,  of  the  unbounded  in- 
fluence on  the  minds  both  of  his  officers  and  men 
which  that  General  pofTeffed,  than  his  being  able 
not  only  to  keep  them  together,  but  to  fubmit  to  the 
incommodities  and  diflrelTes  incident  to  living  in 
a  hutted  camp,  during  the  fevere  winter  of  that 
climate,  and  where  all  his  fuppUes  of  provifion  and 
llores  mufl  come  from  a  great  diftance,  at  much 
expence  and  no  fmall  hazard.  It  was  alfo  a  proof 
with  many  others,  of  the  general  flrong  difpofition 
of  America,  to  fuffer  all  things  rather  than  fubmit 
to  force. 

Such  was  the  ilTuc  of  the  campaign  upon  the 
Delaware.  A  campaign  which  affords  much  room 
for  the  mofl  ferious  refleclion.  The  Britifli  arms 
were  crowned  with  the  moil  brilliant  fuccefs.  Tv/o 
very  confiderable  victories  were  obtained.  In  ail 
leffer  actions,  bating  the  affair  at  Red-Bank,  they 
were  equally  triumphant.  Yet  with  all  this  tide  of 
fuccefs,  all  the  fruit  derived  from  our  vidories  a' 
the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  amounted  to  no  m.ore 
than  fiinply  a  good  winter  lodging  for  our  army  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  whillt  the  troops  poffeifed 
no  more  of  the  adjacent  country  than  what  they 
immediately  commanded  with  their  arms.     It  v>^as 
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ftili  more  difcouraging,  that  the  enemy  had  given  1777. 
repeated  proofs,  that  however  he  might  engage 
them  when  he  thought  it  to  his  advantage,  it  was 
impoffiDle  for  the  royal  army  to  bring  him  to  a£lioa 
againft  his  confent.  This  gave  occafion  to  much 
uneafinefs  in  England  ;  where  the  news  of  the  fir(t 
fuccelfes  had  caufed  the  greateft  exultation,  which 
was  now  fucceeded  with  very  gloomy  reflections  on 
the  peculiar  and  fatal  circumliances,  which,  from 
the  nature  of  the  country,  and  other  co-operating 
caufes,  had  diftinguiihed  this  war,  from  all  others 
in  which  we  had  ever  been  concerned ;  and  in  which 
victory  and  defeat  were  nearly  produ^ive  of  the 
fame  confequcnces. 


L 11  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XV. 

Canada.  Condiicl  of  the  norikcrn  expeditioii  cotimi'itted  to  General 
Biirgo\ne.  Prepeiration  made  h  General  Carleton,  Line  of 
condiLLi  purfiied  by  hi?n  upon  the  neiv  arrangement.  Different 
opinions  upon  the  utility  and  propriety  of  c7nployi?ig  the  Savages. 
State  of  the  force  under  the  covwiand  of  General  Burgoyne. 
Canadians  obliged  to  contribute  largely  to  the  fervice.  Expedi- 
tio7i  under  Colonel  St.  heger.  IVar  feafi,  andfpeech  to  the  In- 
dians at  the  riz'er  Bouquet.  Manifejio.  Royal  army  inve^ 
Ticondercga  and  Mount  Independeyice.      Council  of  ivar  heldy 

■  and  the  forts  abandoned  by  the  Americans.  Boojn  and  Bridge 
cut  through.  Purfuit  by  land  and  nvater.  Americans  fet  f  re 
to,  and  abando?i  their  -ojorks.  Rear  of  the  Americans  overta-. 
ken  by  General  Frazer  near  Huhberton.  Colonel  Francis  defeat- 
ed and  killed.  General  St.  Clair,  ivith  the  rejuains  of  the  army 
take  to  the  ivoods  ;  and  arrive  at  length  at  Fort  Ednvard.  Ene- 
my  bravely  repulfed  by  Colonel  Hill,  and  the  ^th  regiment,  nvho 
are  obliged  to  engage  under  a  vaft  fuperiority  of  force.  Ame- 
ricans fet  fire  to,  and  abandon  Fort  Anne.  Extraordinary 
difficulties  encountered  by  the  royal  army  171  the  march  to  Fort 
Edivard.     A}iierica7z  aritiy  retires  to  Saratoga. 

E  now  turn  from  exemplifying  viclory  with- 
out equivalent  advantage  in  one  quarter, 
to  behold  the  moil  mifchievous  confequenccs  of  de- 
feat in  another.  The  war  upon  the  fide  of  Canada 
and  the  lake,  was  committed  to  the  charge  of  Lieu- 
tenant General  Burgoyne  ;  an  officer  v/hofe  ability 
was  unquedioned,  and  whofe  fpirit  of  enterprize, 
and  thirft  for  military  glory,  however  rivalled,  could 
not  poifibly  be  exceeded. 

This  appointment,  however  palliated  or  jupLified, 
by  the  ]n-opriety  or  fuppofcd  necellity  of  the  Go-  - 
vernor's  conilant  refidence  in  his  province,  could 
not  fail  of  being  feftfibly  felt,  and  could  fcarccly  be 
fuppolcd  not  to  give  umbrage,  to  General  Carleton, 
to  wliole  abilities,  and  refolution,  this  nation  in 
general  acknovvledgcd,  and  the  world  attributed, 
the  prciervation  of  C'anada.  it  was  faid,  that  his 
powers  had  been  diminifned  in  prcportion  to  the 
grcatnefs   of  hi>;  fcrvices.     Kis  military  command 
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extended  before  to  every  part  of  America,  whither 
he  might  find  it  fitting  to  condud;  the  army  under 
his  direclion.  It  was  now  faddenly  refliralned  to 
the  narrow  limits  or  his  own  province.  He  had, 
laid  his  friends,  in  the  preceding  campaign,  not 
only  driven  the  enemy  out  of  Canada,  but  a  great 
naval  armament  had  been  formed,  the  enemy's 
force  on  Lake  Champlain  deftroyed,  and  Crown- 
point  recovered,  under  his  auchority.  The  latenefs 
of  the  feafon  only,  prevented  him  from  attacking 
Ticonderoga,  and  immediately  profecuting  the  war 
to  the  Southward.  He  had,  during  the  winter, 
exerted  his  ufual  induftry,  and  applied  his  military 
{kill  and  judgment,  in  the  forwarding  of  every  pre- 
paration, which  might  conduce  to  the  fuccefs  of 
the  delign  in  the  enfuing  campaign.  At  the  open- 
ing of  the  communication  with  England,  infiead 
of  the  reinforcement  which  he  had  required  and 
expected  for  the  com.pletion  of  his  purpofe,  he  re- 
ceived an  arrangement  totally  new,  which  as  it  had 
been  framed  without  any  reference  to  his  iuds^ment, 

J  ^  JO? 

or  attention  to  his  approbation,  left  nothing  to  his 
difcretion  or  opinion  in  the  execution.  Two  ex- 
peditions were  to  be  formed,  in  each  of  which, 
the  number  and  nature  of  the  troops  to  be  empiov- 
ed,  the  particular  fervice  of  each  corps,  with  its 
fubdivifions  and  the  fmalleil  detachment  to  be  made 
from  it,  had  been  minutely  and  precifely  fpccilied 
by  the  minifter.  He  was  not  even  confulted  as  to 
the  number  and  nature  of  the  troops  which  were 
to  remain  in  his  hands  for  the  defence  or  fecurity 
of  Canada.  In  a  word,  the  army  which  he  had 
lately  commanded  was  taken  out  of  his,  and  placed 
in  other  hands,  and  oflicers  who  lately  acted  under 
his  direction,  were  by  a  detraction  from  his  autho- 
rity, virtually  placed  in  independent  commands  ; 
for  their  inftruftions  to  put  themfcives  under  the 
orders  of  Sir  William  Howe,  feemed  little  more 
than  a  mockery,  as  that  General  had  informed  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  that  the  concerted  operations  of  the 

campaign 
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1777.    campaign  on  his  fide,  would  lead  him  to  fuch  a  dif- 
<y^s^^^   tance,    as   to  render  any    communication   of  that 
nature  impradicable. 

That  the  governor  felt  and  underllood  his  ar- 
rangement and  thefe  appointments  in  the  manner 
we  have  related  from  the  complaints  of  his  friends 
in  England,  feems  evident  from  the  immediate  re- 
fignation  of  his  government  which  then  took  place  ; 
but  as  the  notification,  the  appointment  of  another, 
and  the  paffage  of  his  fucceffor  from  Europe,  were 
all  works  of  time,  he  was  ftill,  however  ungrateful 
the  talk,  obliged  to  continue  in  the  exercile  of  his 
oliice,  during  a  longer  pcnod  than  that  of  which 
we  are  treating. 

Under  thefe  circumllances,  atid  in  this  trying 
and  difficult  fituation,  he  endeavoured  to  Ihew  that 
,  refentment  could  nor  warp  him  from  his  duty,  and 

he  applied  himfelf  with  the  fame  diligence  and  ener- 
gy, to  forward  by  every  poflible  means,  and  to 
fupport  in  all  its  parts  the  expedition,  as  if  the  ar- 
rangement was  entirely  his  own.  Ihis  condudl, 
however  praife-worthy,  was  not  leis  neceliary,  from 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  fervice  which  was  to  be 
performed  ;  a  fervice  excec^dingiy  complicated  in 
the  arrangement,  uncommonly  num.erous  in  the 
parts  ;  and  many  unufual  in  pradice.  It  will  not 
be  difficult  to  conceiv-e,  how  efieQually  negligence, 
diilike,  obffinacy,  or  even  a  colourable  and  rational 
diil'erence  of  opinion  in  fome  diiputable  points, 
mighty  frulirate  all  ihe  hopes  founded  upon  inch  a 
fyliem. 

Nothing  of  this  fort  intervened,  to  damp  the 
fpirit  or  to  defeat  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition.  The 
preparations  were  carried  on  with  vigour. 

We  have  before  taken  notice,  that  the  miniflers. 
and  more  particularly  the  noble  iora  at  the  li^h.^  oi 

thv- 
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the  American  department,  were  not  only  partlcu-    1777. 
larly  interefted  in  the  event,  but  had  founded  the    ^^^"^ 
moil  fangume  hopes  upon  the  fuccefs  of  this  expe- 
dition.    Nothing  was  accordingly  left  undone  on 
their  fide,  which,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
regular  troops  that  could  be  fpared  for  that  particu- 
lar fervice,  might  conduce  to  give  efficacy  to  their 
operations.     Befides,  Canada  it  was  hoped  would 
fupply  a  warlike  though  undifciplined  militia,  well ' 
Ccticuiated   for,  and  acquainted  widi,  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  fervice  and  country. 

To  ilrengthen  and  increafe  this  irregular,  but 
neceifary  aid,  arms  and  accoutrements  were  amply 
provided,  to  fupply  thofe  numerous  loyaliifs,  who 
Were  expected  to  join  the  royal  army  as  foon  as  it 
approached  or  penetrated  the  frontiers  of  the  adja- 
cent provinces.  As  a  powerful  artillery  is  confi- 
dered  to  be  the  great  and  effective  arm  in  an  Ame- 
rican war,  v/here  a  numerous  and  undifciplined 
enemy  is  to  be  continually  attacked  in  difficult  pofts, 
and  driven  out  of  woods  and  faflneiles,  fo  this  part 
of  the  fervice  was  particularly  attended  to,  and  the 
brafs  train  that  was  fent  out  upon  this  expedition, 
was  perhaps  the  fineft,  and  probably  the  moit  excel- 
lendy  fupplied  as  to  officers  and  private  men,  that 
had  ever  been  allotted  to  fecond  the  opera-ions  of 
any  army,  which  did  not  far  exceed  the  prefent  ia 
number. 

« 

Bcfides  thefe  forces,  feveral  nations  of  favages 
had  been  induced  to  come  into  the  field.  This 
meafure  was  defended  upon  the  fuppo  ed  neceffity 
of  the  cafe ;  as  if  from  their  character  it  was  pre- 
fumed  they  could  not  lie  Hill,  and  if  not  engaged  in 
the  King's  fervice,  would  have  jomed  the  Ameri* 
cans.  Whatever  advantages  were  hoped  from  them. 
General  Carleton  did  not  in  the  precedmg  year 
make  much  ufe  of  them  ;  but  civiliy  difmiifed  them 
at  the  clofe  of  the  campaign^  on  a  promife  of  ap- 
pearing 
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pearing  in  the  next  if  required.  There  has  been 
a  good  deal  of  difculhon,  which  we  want  materials 
to  fettle,  how  far  he  approved  of  their  employment 
at  all.  The  friends  of  miniflry  laid,  that  he  had 
recommended  and  forwarded  the  meafure.  Others 
faid,  that  partly  from  humanity,  partly  from  his 
forming  a  jull  ellimate  of  their  fervices,  and  know- 
ing by  experience  the  extent  of  their  powers  and 
abiUty  in  war,  he  was  unwilling  to  ufe  them,  know- 
ing that  they  were  capricious,  inconllant,  and  in- 
tractable. That  as  their  ideas  of  war  and  af  cou- 
rage were  totally  different  from  thofe  of  civilized 
nations,  fo,  notwlthilanding  their  ferocity  of  cha- 
racter, and  the  incredible  fpecimens  of  palTive  valour 
which  they  fometimes  exhibited  in  cafes  adapted  to 
their  own  opinions,  they  not  only  abhorred,  but 
dreaded,  whatever  is  confidered  as  fair  and  generous 
fervice  among  Europeans,  wherein  the  contending 
parties  bravely  feek  and  are  included  in  one  com- 
mon danger,  trudiing  only  for  fuccefs  to  their  fupe- 
rior  fldll  and  courage.  That  their  objecl  and  dehgn 
in  all  wars,  was  not  to  fight,  but  to  murder  ;  not  to 
conquer,  but  to  deth-oy.  In  a  word,  that  their  fer- 
vice was  uncertam,  their  rapacity  infatiate,  their 
faith  ever  doubtful,  and  their  actions  cruel  and  bar- 
barous. 

Whatever  his  reafons  were  for  not  employing 
them  in  a  more  early  and  effeclual  manner,  if  it 
were  in  his  power  to  do  it,  as  early  and  effectually 
as  was  imagined,  this  conduct  was  far  from  being 
generally  approved  of  at  home.  Thofe  who  were 
particularly  v/arm  in  their  zeal  againfi  the  colonies, 
began  fomewhat  to  forget  their  natural  humanity  in 
their  anger.  They  iniilted,  that  every  appearance 
of  lenity  in  fuch  circumitances  was  a£tual  cruelty  in 
the  effect,  by  acting  as  an  incentive  to  difobedience, 
and  increaiing  the  objeds  of  punifliment.  That 
on  the  contrary,  partial  fevcrity  was  general  mercy  ; 
as  timely  exertions  of  iuflice,  and   itriCt  infiidions 

of 
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of  punifliment,  were  at  all  times  the  fure  means  of  1777. 
preventing  crimes.  That  the  only  method  of  fpeedily  v.^'-v^>-' 
crulhing  the  rebelhon,  was  to  render  the  fituation 
of  the  aclors  in  it  fo  intolerable,  that  a  ceiratlon 
from  danger,  and  the  bleilings  of  repofe,  iliouid 
become  the  only  objects  of  their  contemplation  and 
hope.  That  the  means  were  but  little  to  be  attend- 
ed to,  when  they  led  to  the  accomplilhment  of  fo 
great  and  happy  a  purpofe,  as  the  deflruclion  of 
rebellion,    and   the  reiloration   of  order   and  legal 


government. 


And  that  in  all  convulfions  of  ftates,  the  innocent 
were  too  frequently  involved  in  the  calamities  which 
were  intended  or  wilhed  to  be  confined  entirely  to 
the  guilty  ;  but  fuch  was  the  lot  and  condition  of 
mankind,  that  this  evil,  however  deplored,  could 
not  in  numberlefs  initances  be  avoided  or  prevented. 
This  do6lrine  was  fupported  by  the  avowed  friends 
of  government,  whether  out  of  office,  or  in  the  fubor- 
dinate  departments  of  the  (late  ;  it  was  alfo  gene- 
rally fuppofed  to  be  confonant  to  the  opinions  of 
the  miniilers,  and  that  General  Carleton^s  fcruples 
or  niceties  upon  this  point  were  by  no  means  ac- 
ceptable. . 

However   this  was,  in  the  prefent  arrangement,  rj^^.^  £^^^ 
the  aid  of  the  favages  was  confidered  as  a  princi-  gUfhi  em- 
pal    member  of  that   force  which   was    defcined  to  ploy  the 
the  proiecution  of  the  northern  war,  and  the  Gover-  favages. 
nor  of  Canada  was  accordingly  enjohied  to  ufe  his 
utm_oit  weight  and  influence,  in  bringing  the  Indian 
nations  forward  in  fupport  of  the   expedition.     His 
zeal  was  as  active  in  fulfilling  this  duty,  as  it  was  in 
every  other  which    appertained  to    the  prefent   fer- 
vice.     Nor  was   his   fuccefs  difproportloned  to  his 
zeal.     Whether  it  proceeded  from  the  Governor's 
inrluence  with  the  Indians,  their  avidity  to  feize  the 
prefents  which  were   now  liberally  difrributed   a- 
mongfl  them,   froir.  their  own  innate  third  for  war 

and 
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1777.  and  plunder,  or  more  probably,  from  the  joint  oper- 
^-'^^'"^^  ation  ot  all  thefe  cauTes,  their  remote  as  well  as  near 
nations  poured  forth  their  warriors  in  fuch  abun- 
dance, that  he  becamxc  at  length  apprehenfive,  that 
their  numbers  might  rendfer  them  an  incumbrance 
rather  than  an  aid  to  the  army. 

The  regular  force  allotted  to  the  expedition  con- 
du6:ed  by  General  Burgoyne,  confiding  of  Britiih 
and  German  troops,  amounted  to  7173  men,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  artillery  corps.  Of  theie,  the  Ger- 
man Corps  (confiding  moftly  of  Brunfwickers) 
amounted  to  3217.  The  force  required  by  that 
General  in  the  propofals  which  he  laid  before  the 
Miniifer,  confilled  of  8000  regulars,  rank  and  hie, 
bcfides  the  artillery,  a  corps  of  Watermen,  2000  Cana- 
dians, including  hatchetmcn,  and  other  Workman, 
"with  a  thoufand,  or  more,  favages.^  We  have  no 
certain  information  what  numbers  of  thefe  auxiha- 
ries  were  in  adual  fervice  upon  the  expedition. 

Canada  was  largely  rated,  and  its  inhabitants 
mufl  have  fenfibly  felt  the  proportion  which  they 
were  allotted  to  contribute  towards  this  fervice. 
In  the  propofals  laid  before  the  Minifter,  befides  the 
militia  and  various  fpecies  of  workmen  fuppofed 
neceflary  to  be  immediately  attached  to  the  army, 
and  to  accompany  it  on  the  expedition,  chains  of 
their  militia,  patroles,  and  pods,  were  expefted  to 
occupy  the  Woods  in  the  frontiers  on  the  rear  of 
the  army,  partly  to  intercept  the  communication  be- 
tween the  enemy  and  the  ill  afFefted  in  Canada, 
partly  to  prevent  defertion  and  to  procure  intelli- 
gence, and  for  various  other  duties  neceflary  to- 
wards keeping  the  country  in  quiet.  Another  great 
call  upon  them  was  for  workmen  to  complete  the 
fortifications  at  Sorel,  St.  John's,  Chamblee  and  llle 
au  Noix,  which  it  was  fuppofed  would  amount  to 
2000  men.  A  dill  greater  call  upon  the  Cana- 
dians, and  the  more  grievous,  as  it  was  at  their 

feed 
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feed  fowing  feafon,  was  for  the  tranfport  of  all  the  1777. 
provifions,  artillery,  llores,  and  baggage  of  the  ^^^~'<'^^ 
army,  from  the  different  repofitories  to  the  water, 
and  afterwards  at  the  carrying  places,  befides  the 
corvees  for  making  the  roads.  It  was  eflimated 
that  this  fervice  would  for  fome  time  before,  and  at 
the  opening  of  the  campaign,  require  no  lefs  than 
2000  men,  befidcs  a  very  large  proportion  of 
horfes  and  carts. 

General  Burgoyne  was  feconded  by  able  and  ex« 
cellent  officers.  Of  thefe,  Major-General  Phillips 
of  the  artillery,  who  had  gained  fuch  diflinguifhed 
renown  by  his  conduct  in  that  fervice  during  the 
late  war  in  Germany,  defcrves  to  be  particularly 
mentioned.  He  was  Ukewife  affilled  by  the  Briga- 
dier-Generals, Frazer,  Powel,  and  Hamilton,  all 
diflinguifhed  officers,  with  the  Brunfwick  Major* 
General  Baron  Reidefel,  and  Brigadier-General 
Speeht.  The  army  was,  in  every  refpedt,  in  the 
befl  condition  that  could  poffibly  be  cxpedled  or 
wifhed,  the  troops  being  in  the  highefl  fpirits,  ad- 
mirably difciplined,  and  uncommonly  healthy. 

The  detachment  on  the  expedition  to  the  Mo- 
hawk River  under  Colonel  St.  Leger,  did  not  pro- 
bably exceed  feven  or  eight  hundred  m.cn,  conhft- 
ing  of  200  drawn  from  the  8th  and  34th  regiments, 
a  regiment  of  New-Yorkers,  lately  raifed  by,  and 
under  the  command  of.  Sir  John  Johnfon,  being 
moflly  emigrants  from  his  own  country,  adjoining 
to  the  intended  fcene  of  action,  with  fome  Hauaii 
Chalfeurs,  a  company  of  Canadians,  and  another  of 
newly  raifed  rangers.  Thefe  were  joined  by  a 
ftrong  body  of  favages,  in  part  conducted,  or  if  it 
may  be  termed  officered,  by  a  number  of  Britifh 
and  Americans.  The  regular  force  left  in  Canada, 
including  the  Highland  emigrants  under  that  deno« 
mination,  amounted  to  about  3700  men. 

M  m  m  The 
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1777.  ^Ihc  army  being  at  length  arrived  and  encamped 
^^-^"^'^^  at  the  River  Bouquet,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Lake 
Champlain,  and  at  no  very  great  diftance  to  the 
northward  of  Crown  Point,  General  Burgoyne, 
there  met  the  Indians  in  congrefs,  and  afterwards, 
in  compliance  with  the  cuftoms  of  thofe  people, 
June  21.  gave  them  a  war  feaft.  The  fpeech  which  he  made 
to  the  favages  upon  this  ocafion  has  been  publiflied. 
It  was  calculated  in  thofe  powerful  ftrains  of  elocu- 
tion by  which  that  gentleman  is  diftinguifhed,  to 
excite  their  ardour  in  the  common  caufe,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  reprefs  their  barbarity.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  took  pains  in  explaining  to  them  the  diftinc- 
tion,  between  a  war  carried  on  againft  a  common 
enemy,  in  which  the  whole  country  and  people  were 
hoftile,  and  the  prefent,  in  which  good  and  faithful 
fubjects  were  largely,  and  of  necelTity,  intermixed 
with  rebels  and  traitors.  Upon  this  principle  he  laid 
down  feveral  injundions  for  the  government  of  their 
conduct,  particularly,  that  they  fliould  only  kill  thofe 
who  were  oppofed  to  them  in  arms  ;  tliat  old  men, 
women,  children,  and  prifoners,  iliould  be  held 
facred  from  the  knife  or  hatchet,  even  in  the  heat 
of  adlual  conflid  ;  that  they  Ihould  only  fcalp  thofe 
whom  they  had  flain  in  fair  oppofitioii ;  but  that 
under  no  pretence,  fubtlety,  or  colour  of  prevari- 
cation, they  fhould  fcalp  the  wounded,  or  even 
dying  ;  much  lefs  kill  prifoners  in  that  condition,  by 
way  of  evading  the  injunclion.  And  they  were 
promifcd  a  compenfation  for  prifoners,  but  informed 
that  they  fhould  be  called  to  account  for  fcalps. 
Thefe  endeavours  did  in  fome  meafure  mitigate, 
but  were  not  of  force  wholly  to  reftrain  their  fero- 
city, of  which  fome  unhappy  inftances  afterwards 
appeared. 

The  General    foon    after  difperfed  a  manifcfto, 
calculated  to  fpread  terror  among  the  contumacious, 
and  particularly  to  revive  in  their  minds  every  latent 
imprcllion  oi  fear  derived  from  knowledge  or  infor- 
mation 
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mation  of  the  cruel  operations  of  the  favages,  whofe 
numbers  were  accordingly  magnified,  and  their  ea- 
gerncfs  to  be  let  loofe  to  their  prey,  defcribed  with 
uncommon  energy.  The  force  of  that  great  power, 
which  was  now  ipread  by  fea  and  land,  to  embrace 
or  to  crufh  every  part  of  America,  was  difplayed  in 
full,  lofty,  and  exprelTive  language.  The  rebellion 
with  its  effects,  and  the  conduft  of  the  prefent  go- 
vernors and  governments,  were  charged  with  the 
higheft  colouring,  and  exhibited  a  mofl  hideous 
picture,  of  unparalleled  injultice,  cruelty,  perfecu- 
tion  and  tyranny.  Encouragement  and  emplov- 
ment  were  affured  to  thofe,  who  with  a  difpolition 
'  and  ability  fuited  to  the  purpofe,  fhould  actually 
aflifl  in  redeeming  their  country  from  ilavery,  and 
in  the  re-eftablifhment  of  legal  government.  Pro- 
tection and  fecurity,  clogged  with  conditions,  re- 
ftricted  by  circumftances,  and  rather  imperfectly  or 
inexplicity  expreffed,  were  held  out  to  the  peaceable 
and  indurtrious,  who  continued  in  their  habitations. 
And  all  the  calamities  and  outrages  of  war,  arrayed 
in  their  mofl  terrific  forms,  were  denounced  againft 
thofe  who  perfevered  in  their  hoflility. 

The  army  having  made  a  fhort  ftay  at  Crown 
Point,  for  the  eitabiifliment  of  magazines,  an  hof- 
pital,  and  other  necelfary  fervices,  proceeded,  in 
concert  with  the  naval  armament,  to  invefl  Ticon- 
deroga,  which  was  the  firfl  object  of  their  deftina- 
tion.  Although  the  rafli  and  ill  conducted  attempt 
made  upon  that  place  in  the  year  1758,  with  the 
confequent  repulie  and  heavy  lofs  fultained  by  the 
Britifli  army,  rendered  it  at  that  time  an  object  of 
general  attention,  it  may  not  at  this  diltance  of  time 
Be  wholly  unnecellary  to  take  fome  notice  of  its 
fituation,  as  well  as  of  its  flate  of  defence. 

Ticonderoga  lies  on  the  weftern  fhore,  and  only  Account 
a  few  miles  to  the  northward  from  the  commence-  "^  Ticon' 
ment  of  that  narrow  inlet,  bv  which  the  v^ater  from  '^^''"S^* 

Lake 
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1777.  Lake  George  is  conveyed  to  Lake  Champlain* 
^-^'^''"^^  Crown  Point  lies  about  a  dozen  miles  farther  north 
at  the  extremity  of  that  inlet.  The  firft  of  theie 
places  is  fituated  on  an  angle  of  land,  which  is  fur- 
rounded  on  three  fides  by  water,  and  that  covered 
by  rocks.  A  great  part  of  the  fourth  fide  was  co- 
vered by  a  deep  morafs,  and  where  that  fails,  the 
old  French  Hues  ftill  continued  as  a  defence  on  the 
north-weft  quarter.  The  Americans  ftrengthened 
thefe  lines  with  additional  works  and  a  block-houfe. 
They  had  other  pofts  with  works  and  biockhoufes, 
on  the  left,  towards  Lake  George.  To  the  right 
of  the  French  lines  they  had  alio  two  new  biock- 
houfes with  other  works. 

On  the  eaftern  fliore  of  the  inlet,  and  pppofitc  to 
Ticonderoga,  the  Americans  had  taken  llill  more 
pains  in  fortifying  a  high  circular  hill  to  which  they 
gave  the  name  of  Mount  Independence.  On  the 
fummit  of  this,  which  is  Tableland,  they  had  ere61* 
ed  a  liar  fort,  enclofmg  a  large  fquare  of  barracks, 
well  fortified  and  iupplied  with  artillery.  The  foot 
of  the  mountain,  which  on  the  weft  fide  projeded 
into  the  v/atcr,  v/as  ftrongly  entrenched  to  its  edge, 
and  the  entrenchment  well  lined  with  heavy  artil- 
lery. A  battery  about  half  way  up  the  niount, 
fuftained  and  covered  thefe  lower  works. 

The  Americans,  with  their  ufual  induftry,  had 
joined  thefe  two  pofts  by  a  bridge  of  communication 
thrown  over  the  inlet.  This  was,  like  many  other 
of  their  performances,  a  great  and  molt  laborious 
work.  The  bridge  was  fupported  on  22  funken 
piers  of  very  large  timber,  placed  at  nearly  equal 
diftances ;  the  fpaces  between  thefe  were  filled  with 
feparate  float^;,  each  about  fifty  feet  long  and  twelve 
feet  wide,  fhongly  faftened  together  with  chains  and 
rivets,  and  as  eiteclually  attached  to  the  funken  pil- 
lars.    Oil  the  Lake  Champiain  fide  of  the  bridge, 

it 
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it  was  defended  by  a  boom  compofed  of  very  large    1777. 
pieces  of  timber,  fafteiied  together  by  rivetted  bolts   S-oow' 
and  double  chains,  made  of  iron  an  inch  and  half 
fquare.    Thus  not  only  a  communication  was  mainr 
tained  between  thefe  two  pofts,  but  all  accefs  by 
water  from  the  northern  fide  was  totally  cut  off. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  as  the  inlet  immediately 
after  paiTing  Ticonderoga,  affumes  a  new  form, 
fuddenly  widening  to  a  confiderable  breadth,  and 
becoming  navigable  to  veffels  of  burden,  fo  from 
thence  it  aifo  holds  the  name  of  Champlain,  al- 
though it  is  not  properly  a  part  of  the  lake.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  fouthern  gut  from  Lake  George, 
befides  being  narrow,  is  alfo  rendered  unnavigable 
by  fnallows  and  falls ;  but  on  its  arrival  at  Ticon- 
deroga, it  is  joined  by  a  great  body  of  water  on  the 
eaflern  {\d€:,  called,  in  this  part,  South  River,  but 
higher  up  towards  its  fource,  before  the  junftion  of 
the  eider  branch  with  the  younger,  which  runs  froni 
South  Bay,  it  is  known  under  the  appellation  of 
Wood  Creek.  The  confluence  of  thefe  waters  at 
Ticonderoga,  forms  a  fmall  bay  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  bridge  of  communication,  and  the  point  of 
land  formed  by  their  jund:ion,  is  compofed  of  a 
mountain  called  Sugar  HUl. 

Notwithllanding  the  apparent  ftrength  of  Ticon- 
deroga from  wdiat  we  have  hitherto  leen,  it  is  en- 
tirely overlooked,  and  its  works  efFe6lually  com- 
manded by  Sugar  Hill.  This  circumitance  occa- 
fioned  a  coniultation  among  the  Americans  as  to 
the  fortifying  of  that  Mount ;  but  their  works  were 
already  far  too-  extenfive  for  their  powers  of  defence, 
and  would  require  ten  or  twxlve  thoufand  men  to 
be  efFeftually  manned.  It  was  likewife  hoped,  that 
the  difficulty  of  accefs  to  the  Sugar  Mount,  and  the 
favage  inequality  of  its  furface,  would  prevent  the 
enemy  irom  attempting  to  profit  of  its  fituation. 

It 
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1777.  It  would  be  exceedingly  diflicult  from  the  infor- 
mation before  us,  to  form  any  authentic  eitimate 
of  the  number  of  Americans  that  were  in  the  aftual 
defence  of  thefe  two  polls.  It  appears  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  General  St.  Clair's  exculpatory 
letter  to  the  congrefs,  as  well  as  by  the  refolutions 
of  the  council  of  war,  which  accompanies  it,  that 
his  whole  force,  including  900  militia,  who  were  to 
quit  him  in  a  few  days,  was  only  about  3000  men  ; 
that  thefe  were  ill  equipped,  and  worfe  armed  ;  par- 
ticularly in  the  article  of  bayonets,  an  arm  fo  effen- 
.  tial  in  the  defence  of  lines,  that  they  had  not  one 
to  ten  of  their  number.  This  account  would  feem 
not  only  fatisfar'Riory  but  conclufive,  if  it  had  not 
been  contradicted  by  others.  In  a  detail  of  the 
tranfadions  of  the  campaign,  tranfmitted  by  the 
war  office  of  Mairachufetts  Bay  to  the  American 
deputies  in  France,  and  for  the  conveyance  of  which 
a  light  fliip  w^as  fent  out  on  purpofe,  they  (tate  St. 
Clair's  force  at  near  5000  men  well  equipped  and 
armed.  It  is,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  they 
talk  with  great  bitterncfs  of  that  General's  conduct, 
as  he  had  done  in  his  hrft  letter  to  congrefs,  with 
refpe(^  to  the  behaviour  of  two  of  their  regiments  : 
It  may  alfo  be  fuppofcd,  that  in  a  (latcment  of  their 
affairs,  intended  to  operate  upon  the  fentiments  and 
conducl  of  a  court,  from  which  they  already  receiv- 
ed eifential  benefits,  and  looked  forward  to  much 
greater,  they  would  rather  incrcafe  the  weight  ©f 
blame  upon  an  unfortunate  officer,  than  detracl 
from  the  public  opinion  oi  their  own  conduft  and 
power,  by  attributing  weaknefs  to  their  councils, 
or  inefficacy  to  their  arms. 

As  the  royal  army  approached  to  the  objecl  of 
its  deflination,  it  advanced  v/ith  equal  caution  and 
'  order  on  both  fides  of  the  lake,  the  naval  force 
keeping  its  Ration  in  the  centre,  until  the  one  had 
begun  to  enclofe  the  enemy  on.  the  land  fide,  and 
the  frigates  and  gun-boats  caft  anchor  jufl  out  of 
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cannon  fliot  from  their  works.  Upon  the  near  ap-  1777. 
proach  of  the  right  wing  on  the  Ticonderoga  fide,  '^'^"'^^^ 
upon  the  2d  of  July,  the  Americans  immediately- 
abandoned  and  fet  fxre  to  their  works,  block-houfes, 
and  faw-mills,  towards  Lake  George,  and  without 
fally,  interruption,  or  the  fmalleft  motion  of  diver- 
fion,  permitted  Major  General  Phillips  to  take  pof- 
felTion  of  the  very  advantageous  pofl  of  Mount  Hope, 
which  bchdes  commanding  their  lines  in  a  great 
and  dangerous  degree,  totally  cut  off  their  commu- 
nication with  that  lake.  The  fame  fupinenefs  and 
total  want  of  vigour  appeared  in  every  thing  on  their 
fide,  except  in  the  keeping  up  of  an  ineffedual  roar 
of  cannon,  which  was  fo  much  contemned  on  the 
other  as  not  to  be  once  returned. 

In  the  mean  v/hile,  the  royal  army  proceeded  with 
fuch  expedition  in  the  conftrudion  of  its  works, 
the  bringing  up  of  artillery,  ftores  and  provifions, 
and  the  eltablifhment  of  its  pods  and  communica- 
tions, that  by  the  5th,  matters  were  fo  far  advanced, 
as  to  require  little  more  time  for  completely  inveft- 
ing  the  pods  on  both  fides  of  the  lake.  Sugar  Hill 
was  alfo  examined,  and  the  advantages  it  prefented 
were  fo  important,  though  attended  Vv^ith  infinite 
labour  and  difficulty,  from  the  neceffity  of  making 
a  road  to  its  top  through  very  rough  ground,  and 
conftrucling  a  level  there  for  a  battery,  that  this 
arduous  tafk  was  undertaken,  and  already  far  ad- 
vanced towards  its  completion,  through  the  fpirit, 
judgment,  and  adive  induftry  of  General  Phillips. 

In  thefe  circumflances,  a  hafty  council  was  on  that  Ticonde- 
day  held  by  the  American  Generals,  to  which  their  roga  eva- 
principal  went,  as  he  informs  us,  already  predeter-  cuated 
mined  as  to  his  conduft.     It  was  reprefented,  that  ^^^^^. 
their  whole  elFedive  numbers  were  not  fufficient  to  ^an  armv, 
man   one    half  of  the  works ;    that  as  the  whole 
muH  confequently  be  upon  conftant  duty,  it  would 
be  impolTible  for  them  to  fuftain  the  fatigue  for  any 

length 
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1777.  length  of  time;  and  that  as  the  enemy's  batteries 
^•v>^  were  ready  to  open,  and  the  place  would  be  com- 
pletely invefled  on  all  fides  within  24  hours,  nothing 
could  fave  the  troops,  but  an  immediate  evacuation 
of  both  polls.  This  determination  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  by  the  council,  and  the  place  was  accord- 
ingly evacuated  on  that  night. 

However  juftly  this  reprefentation  of  their  con- 
dition and  circumftances  v/as  founded,  and  however 
neceifary  the  determination  of  the  council  was  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  their  affairs,  one  apparently 
capital  error  on  the  fide  of  the  commanders,  mull 
ftrike  every  common  obferver.  If  their  force  was 
not  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  works,  why  did 
they  not  form  this  refolution  in  time  ?  Why  did 
they  not  withdraw  the  troops,  artillery,  and  ftores, 
and  demoiiih  the  works  before  the  arrival  of  the 
enemy  ?  Why  did  they  want  to  be  nearly  furround- 
ed,  until  their  retreat  was  more  ruinous  than  a  fur- 
render  under  any  conditions  that  could  be  propofed, 
and  little  lefs  deilructive  in  the  events  than  if  the 
works  had  been  carried  by  dorm  ? 

Thefe  are  queftions  that  time  and  better  infor- 
mation alone  can  anfwer,  if  ever  they  fhould  clearly 
anfwer,  in  favour  of  the  American  Generals. 

The  baggage  of  the  army,  with  fuch  artillery, 
ftores,  and  provifions,  as  the  necefTity  of  the  time 
would  permit,  were  embarked  with  a  ftrong  detach- 
ment on  board,  above  200  batteaux,  and  difpatched, 
under  convoy  of  five  armed  gallies,  up  the  fouth 
river,  in  their  way  to  Skenefborough.  The  main 
army  took  its  route  by  the  way  of  Caftletown,  to 
reach  the  fame  place  by  land. 

Jiyiy  6th.  The  firft  light  of  the  morning  had  no  fooner  dif- 
covcred  the  tiight  of  the  enemy,  than  their  main 
body  was  eagerly  purfued  by  Brigadier  General 

Frazer, 
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Frazer,  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  confiding  of    1777. 
the  light  troop'%  grenadiers,  and  fome  other  corps. 
Major  General  Reidefel  was  alfo  ordered  to  join  in 
tiic  purfuit  by  land,   with  the  greater  part  of  the 
Brunfwick  troops,  either  to  fupport  the  Brigadier, 
or  to  a£t  feparately,  as  occafion  might  require,  or 
circumliances  dirtd.     The  enemy  left  a  prodigious 
artillerv  behind  them,  which  With  thofe  taken  or 
deilroyed  in  the   armed  veflels  at  Skenefborough, 
amounted  to  no  lefs  than  128  pieces,  of  all  lorts, 
ferviceable  and  unferviceable.     They  alfo  left  fome 
military  (lores  of  different  forts,  and  no  inconfide-i 
i'able  ffock  of  provifions  in  the  forts- 
General   Burgoyne    condu£led    the   purfuit   by 
water  in  perfon.     That   bridge   and  thole  works, 
which  the  Americans  had  laboured   hard  for  ten 
months  to  render  impenetrable,  were  cut  through 
in  leis  time  by  the  B'-itifli  ieaiiien  and   artificers, 
than   it  would  have  cofl  them  to   have  defcribed 
their  (Iructure.     In  a  word,  they  did  their  bufinefs 
with  fuch  fpeed  and  eficd:,  that  not  only  the  gun 
boats,  but  the  Royal  George  and  Inflexible  frigates, 
had  palled  through  the  bridge  by  nine  o'clock  in 
the    morning.      Several    regiments    ernbarked    on 
board  the  veifels,  and  the  purfuit  up  the  river  was 
fupported  with  fuch  vigour,  that  by  three  o'clock  iti 
the  afternoon,  the  foremofi  brigade  of  the  gun- 
boats, was  clofely  engaged  v/ith  the  enemies  gallies 
near  Skenefborough  Falls*     In  the  mean  time,  three 
regiments  which  had  been   landed  ai  South  Bay, 
afcended  and  paffed  a  mouniain,  with  great  expc^ 
dition,  in  order  to  attack  the  enemy's  works  at  the 
falls,  and  thereby  cut  off  their  retreat.     But  their 
fpeedy  flight  prevented  the  execution  of  that  defign* 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  frigates,  the  gallies,  w^hich 
were  already  overborne  by  the  gun-boats,  lofl  all 
fpirit ;    two  of  them  were  accordingly  tiiken,  and 
three  blown  up.     The  rebels  now  giving  way  to 
their  defpair,  fet  fire  to  their  works.,  itockaded  torts, 
mills,  and  batteaux,  after  which  thty  efeaped  as  \v  elj 

K  n  u  ,      *  siS 
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ly^y*    as  they  could  up  the  Wood  Creek.     This  flroke. 

^-y^>r>sj  feemed  to  complete  the  ruin  of  their  ill-fated  army, 
for  the  batteaux  were  deeply  loaded,  befnies  their 
baggage,  with  ammunition,  (lores,  and  provifions ; 
fo  that  they  were  now  left  naked  in  the  woods, 
deftitute  of  provifion,  and  without  any  other  means 
of  defence,  than  what  they  derived  from  the  arms 
in  their  hands. 

Confufion  and  difmay,  equally  attended  their 
main  body  on  the  left.  The  foldiers  had  loft  all 
refpe^l  for,  and  confidence  in  their  commanders. 
It  would  be  fruitlefs  to  expeft  refolution,  where  no 
order  nor  command  could  be  maintained. 

Brigadier  Frazer  continued  and  fupported  the 
chace  through  the  vehement  heat  of  a  burning  day, 
with  his  ufual  activity  and  vigour.  Having  receiv- 
ed intelligence  that  the  enemy's  rear  were  at  no 
great  diftance,  and  were  commanded  by  Colonel 
Francis,  one  of  their  beft  and  braveft  officers,  his 
troops  lay  that  night  on  their  arms.  He  came  up 
with  the  enemy,  at  five  in  the  morning,  whom  he 
found  flrongly  pofted,  with  great  advantage  of 
ground,  and  a  ftill  greater  fuperiority  in  point  of 
number.  As  he  expected  every  moment  to  be 
joined  by  General  Reidefel,  and  was  apprehenfive 
that  the  enemy  might  efcape  if  he  delayed,  he  did 
not  hefitate  to  begin  the  attack.  The  advantages 
which  they  poffeired  in  ground  and  number,  and 
perhaps  more  than  both,  the  goodnefs  of  their  com- 
mander, induced  them  to  make  a  better  fland  than 
might  have  been  expeded  from  their  condition  in 
other  refpecls. 

As  Frazer's  corps  Vv'as  not  fupported  near  fo  foou 
as  had  been  expected,  the  engagement  was  long ; 
and  though  the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers  gave 
fevcral  ftriking  proofs  of  their  fuperiority,  aft'airs 
were  ftill  undecided  and  critical.  Tlie  arrival  of 
the  Germans  was  at  length  decilive.     The  enemy 
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fled  on  all  fides,  leaving  their  brave  commander, 
with  many  other  officers,  and  above  200  private 
men,  dead  on  the  field.  About  the  fame  number, 
beiides  a  Colonel,  feven  Captains,  and  ten  Subal- 
terns, were  taken  prifoners.  Above  600  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  wounded,  many  of  whom  periihed  mife- 
rably  in  the  woods.  The  principal  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  royal  army,  was  that  of  Major  Grant,  a  brave 
officer,  who  was  killed.  St.  Clair,  with  the  van  of 
the  American  army,  was  at  this  time  at  Caftletown, 
about  fix  miles  farther  on.  Upon  the  account  of 
this  difaftcr,  and  of  the  more  fatal  ftroke  at  Skenef- 
borough,  and  under  the  apprehenfion  of  being  inter- 
cepted at  Fort  Anne,  he  flruck  on  to  the  woods 
on  his  left,  probably  uncertain  whether  he  fhould 
diredl  his  courfe  towards  the  New  England  pro- 
vinces and  the  upper  part  of  the  Connedicut,  or  to 
Fort  Edward. 

During  thefe  advantages  on  the  left.  Colonel 
Hill  was  detached  with  the  9th  regiment  fromSkenef- 
borough  towards  Fort  Anne,  in  order  to  intercept 
the  fugitives  v/ho  fled  along  the  Wood  Creek,  whilfl 
another  part  of  the  army  was  employed  in  carrying 
batteaux  over  the  falls,  in  order  to  facilitate  their 
movement  to  diilodge  the  enemy  from  that  pofl. 
In  that  expedition,  the  Colonel  was  attacked  by  a 
body  of  the  enemy,  confifting  as  he  conceived,  of  fix 
times  the  number  of  his  detachment,  wbo  finding 
all  their  efforts  in  front  totally  ineffedual  to  force 
the  judicious  pofition  which  he  had  taken,  attempt- 
ed to  furround  the  regiment.  This  alarming  at- 
tempt, put  him  under  a  necelTity  of  changing  his 
ground  in  the  heat  of  action. 

Nothing  lefs  than  the  moft  perfed  difcipllne, 

fupported  by  the  cooleft  intrepidity,  couid  have 
enabled  the  regiment  to  execute  fo  critical  a  mt:ve- 
ment  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  in  inch  circum- 
ftances.  It  was  however  performed  with  fuch 
fleadinefs  and  effccl,  that  the  enemy,  after  an  attack 

of 
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1777.   of  three  hours,  were  fo  totally  rcpulfed,  and  with 
V-v-^^   fuch  lofs,  that  after  fetting  fire  to  Fort  Anne,  they 

fled   with   the   utmoli"  precipitation   towards  Fort 

-Edward,  upon  the  Hudfon's  river. 

The  lofs  of  the  royal  army,  in  all  this  fervice, 
and  in  fo  many  different  engagements,  fome  of 
which  were  warm,  and  feemed  liable  to  lofs,  was 
very  fmall.  The  whole  in  killed  and  wounded,  not 
much  exceeding  two  hundred  men. 

Such  was  the  rapid  torrent  of  fuccefs,  which  fwept 

every  thing  away  before  the  northern  army  in  its 

oiitfet.     It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  both  officers 

Succefs     .j,,^^  private  men  were  highly  elated  with  their  forv 

^^  ^^f  .     tune,  and  deemed  that  and  their  prowefs  to  be 

army  un-  irrefidible  ;  if  they  regarded  their  enemy  with  the 

dcr  Gen.   greatefl  contempt,  and  confidered  their  own  toils  to 

Bur-        be  nearly  at  an  end.     Albany  to  be  already  in  their 

l^oynp.      hands ;  and  the  reduclion  of  the  northern  provinces 

to  be  rather  a  matter  of  fome  time,  than  an  arduous 

talk  full  of  difficulty  and  danger. 

At  home,  the  joy  and  exultation  was  extreme  ; 
not  only  at  court,  but  with  all  thole  who  hoped  or 
\vifliedtheuriqualifed1utjugation,anduncciiditici.al 
fubmiffion  of  the  colonies.  The  lois  in  reputation 
was  greater  to  the  Americans,  and  capable  of  more 
fatal  conlequences,  than  even  that  of  ground,  of 
polls,  of  artillery,  or  of  men,  All  the  contemptuous 
and  moll  degrading  charges  which  had  been  madq 
by  their  enemies,  of  their  wanting  the  refolution 
and  abilities  of  men,  even  in  the  defence  of  what- 
ever was  dear  to  them,  were  now  repeated  and  be- 
lieved. Thole  who  ftill  regarded  them  as  men, 
and  who  had  not  yet  loft  ail  affection  to  them  as 
brethren  ;  who  alio  retained  hopes  that  a  happy 
reconciliation  upon  conftitutional  principles,  with' 
out  facrificing  the,  dignity  or  the  jufl  authority  of 
government  on.  the  one  fide,  or  ^  dereledion  of  the 
rights  of  freemen  on  the  uiher,  v/as  not  even  now 

impofv 
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impoflible,  notwithllanding  their  favourable  difpo-  1777. 
fitions  in  general,  could  not  help  feeling  upon  this 
occafion,  that  the  Americans  funk  not  a  little  in 
their  eftimation.  It  was  not  difficult  to  diffufe  an 
opinion,  that  the  war  in  efted  was  over ;  and  that 
a:iy  further  refiitance,  would  ferve  only  to  render 
the  terms  of  their  fubmiilion  the  worfe.  Such 
were  fome  of  the  immediate  effeds  of  the  lofs  of 
thofe  grand  keys  of  North  America,  Ticonderoga 
and  the  lakes. 

General  Burgoyne  continued  for  fome  days,  with 
the  army  partly  at  Skenefborough,  and  partly  fpread 
in  the  adjoining  country.  They  were  under  the  ne^ 
Tceility  of  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  tents,  baggage, 
and  provifions.  In  the  mean  time,  no  labour  was 
fpared  in  opening  roads  by  the  way  of  Fort  Anne, 
for  advancing  againfl  the  enemy.  Equal  induftry 
was  ufed  in  clearing  the  Wood  C/eek  from  the  ob^ 
ftacles  of  fallen  trees,  funken  (tones,  and  other  im- 
pediments, which  had  been  laid  in  the  way  by  the 
enemy,  in  order  to  open  a  paifage  for  batteaux, 
for  the  conveyance  of  artillery,  (lores,  provifions, 
and  camp  equipage.  Nor  was  lefs  diligence  ufed 
^t  Ticonderoga,  in  the  carrying  of  gun-boats,  pro*. 
vinon  veifels,  and  batteaux,  over  land  into  Lake 
George.  Thefe  were  all  laborious  works,  but  the 
fpirit  of  the  army  v/as  at  that  time  fuperior  to  toil 
or  danger. 

General  Schuyler  was  at  Fort  Edward  upon  the 
Kudfon's  river,  where  he  was  endeavouring  to  col- 
led the  militia,  and  had  been  joined  by  St.  Clair, 
with  the  wretched  remains  of  his  army,  who  had 
•taken  a  round  about  march  of  feven  days  through 
the  woods,  in  which,  from  the  exceeding  badncfs 
of  the  weather,  with  the  want  of  covering,  provifions, 
and  all  manner  of  necelTaries,  they  had  fuffered  ihe 
moft  extreme  miiery.  Many  others  of  the  fugi- 
tives had  alfo  arrived  ;  but  fo  totally  broken  dov/n, 
that  they  were  nearly  as  deititute  of  arms,  ammu- 
nition. 
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1777.    i^itlon,  and  all  the  materials  of  war,  as  they  were  of 


W-r\^ 


vigour,  hope,  fpirit,  to  ufe  them  with  effecb. 


Although  the  diredl  diflance  from  Fort  Anne, 
where  the  batteaux  navigation  on  Wood  Creek  de- 
termined, or  even  from  Skeneiborough  to  Fort  Ed- 
ward, was  no  greater,  than  what  in  England  would 
be  confidered  as  a  moderate  riae  of  exercife,  yet 
fuch  is  the  favage  face  and  impracticable  nature  of 
the  country,  and  fuch  were  the  artificial  diilicultics 
which  the  induilry  of  the  enemy  had  thrown  in  the 
way,  that  the  progrefs  of  the  army  thither,  was  a 
work  of  much  preparation,  time,  and  labour.  It 
will  fcarcely  be  beheved  in  after  times^  and  may 
now  be  received  with  difficulty  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world,  that  it  cod  an  active  and  fpirited  army, 
without  any  enemy  in  force  to  impede  its  progrels, 
not  many  fewer  days  in  pa''Iiiig  from  one  part  to 
another  of  a  country,  than  the  diltance,  in  a  direct 
line,  would  have  meafured  miles.  Yet  fuch,  hov/- 
'ever  extraordinary,  is  the  fad'.  Befides  that  the 
country  was  a  wildernefs  in  almoft  every  part  of  the 
pailage,  the  enemy  had  cut  large  timber  trees  in 
fuch  a  manner,  on  both  fides  of  the  road,  as  to  fall 
acrofs  and  lengthvv^ays,  with  their  branches  inter- 
woven ;  fo  that  the  troops  had  feveral  layers  of 
.  thefe  frequently  to  remove,  in  places  where  they 
could  not  pofiibly  take  any  other  diredion.  The 
face  of  the  country  was  likewife  fo  broken  with 
creeks  and  marflies,  that  in  that  fhort  fpace,  they  had 
no  lefs  than  forty  bridges  to  conltru£t,  befides  others 
to  repair  ;  and  one  of  thefe  was  of  log  work,  over 
a  morafs  two  miles  in  extent.  All  thefe  toils  and 
difficulties  v/ere  encountered  and  overcome  by  the 
troops  with  their  ufual  Ipirit  and  alacrity.  The  ene- 
my were  too  weak,  too  much  difpirited,  and  pro- 
bably too  nmch  afraid  of  the  Indians,  to  add  very 
materially  to  thefe  difficulties.  Some  ikirmifliing 
and  firing  there  was,  however  on  every  day's  march, 
in  which^  as  ufuaL   thev  conftantly  came  ofl^lofers. 

it 
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Il  is  true,  that  General  Burgoyne  might  have 
adoDted  another  route  to  Hudfon^s  river,  by  which 
moil  of  thefe  particular  difficulties  would  have  been 
avoided.  By  returning  down  the  South  river  to 
Ticonderoga,he  might  again  have  embarked  the  army 
on  Lake  George,  and  proceeded  to  the  fort  which 
takes  its  name,  and  lies  at  its  head,  from  whence 
there  is  a  waggon  road  to  Fort  Edward.  To  this  it 
was  objcfted,  and  probably  with  reafon,  that  a  re- 
trogade  motion  in  the  height  of  victory,  would  tend 
greatly  to  abate  that  panic  with  which  the  enemy 
were  confounded  and  overwhelmed  ;  that  it  would 
even  cool  the  ardour,  and  check  the  animation  of 
the  troops,  to  call  them  off  from  the  profecution  of 
their  fuccefs,  to  a  cold  and  fpiritlefs  voyage  ;  and 
that  their  expedition  would  midoubtedly  be  checked 
by  the  refiftance  and  delay  which  they  mud  exped  at 
Fort  George  ;  whereas  when  the  garrifon  perceived 
that  the  army  was  marching  in  a  diredion,  which 
w^as  likely  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  they  would  un- 
doubtedly confult  their  fafety  m  time,  by  abandon- 
ing the  poll. 

The  enemy  abandoned  Fort  Edward,  and  retired 
to  Saratoga,  at  the  approach  of  the  royal  army,  which, 
from  the  impediments  we  have  feen  in  the  march, 
v/as  not  until  the  end  of  July.  The  enthufiafm  of 
the  army,  as  well  as  of  the  General,  upon  their  arri- 
val on  the  Hudfon's  river,  which  had  been  fo  long 
the  object  of  their  hopes  and  wifnes,  may  be  beticr 
conceived  than  defcribed.  As  the  enemy,  by  pre- 
vioufly  abandoning  Fort  George,  and  burning  their 
veffels  had  left  the  lake  entirely  open,  a  great  em- 
barkation of  provifions,  (tores,  and  neceilaries  was 
already  arrived  at  that  poft  from  Ticonderoga.  The 
army  w^as  accordingly  fully  and  immediately  em- 
ployed, in  tranfporting  thefe  articles,  v/ith  artillery, 
batteaux,  and  fuch  other  matters  as  they  judged 
neceffary  for  the  profecution  of  their  future  mea- 
fures,  from  Fort  George  to  Hudibn's  river. 

CHAP. 


4^4]  fhUlSTOnr  of  the         Ckap.  SVL 


CHAP.     XVL 

General  terror  excited  hy  th  lofs  of  Ticbnderoga^  andtht  expefted 
progrefs  of  the  fav ages.      Nenu  England  governnie7its  nofnvjth- 
Jiaiiding  Jloe^.v  7to  appearance  of  fuhmtfion.     Arnold  fent  nvith 
a  reinforcement  to  the  northern  army.     III  e feds  produced  by 
the  cruelties  of  the  Indians.        Diffhrulties    ey.perienced  hy  the 
royal  army    in   the    neighbourhood  of  Fort  Ed'ward,  and  in 
the  conveyance   of  provi/ions   and  Jiores  from    Lake  George^ 
Move??ient  nmde  doivn  the  North  River,  and  a  bridge  of  rafts 
thronvn  over  near  Saratoga,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  operations 
of  Col6?iel  St.   Leger.     Expedition  to  fur  prize  the  Magaz  nes 
at  Bennington,    under   the  co7idu6l  of  Colonel  Bau?7i.      Colonel 
Breyman  ordered fornuard  to  fuppoft  the  expedition.     Baum  de^ 
feated  a7id  taken  prifoner  ;  Breyjnan  aijb   defeated.     Ill  confe- 
quej2ces.     Fort    Stajtivix    obftinately  defended   againft   Colo7iel 
St  Leger.     General  Harkinier  attempts  to  relieve  the  fort  'with 
a  body  of  ?Tiilitia,  nvbd  are  moJUy  cut  to  pieces.      Cruelty,  and 
ill  condu6i  of  the  fav  ages  ;  gro^u  fallen  a7id  intractable  ;   ob- 
lige Colonel  St.  Leger  to    raife  the  fiege  ivith  precipitatio7i  and 
lofs.      Villainy  of  their  behaviour  on  the  retreat.     Seige  raifed 
before  the  arrival  of  Arnold  and  his  detach?7ient  to  the  relief  of 
the  fort.      General  Gates  takes  the  comma7id  of  the  American 
army.      General  Burgoyne  ivith  the  royal  ai'my  pafs  the  North 
River  at  Saratoga,  and  advance  to  attack  the  ene77iy  7iear  Still 
Water.     Dlference  of  opinion  upon  that  77ieafure,   as  nuell  as 
the  motives   'which    led  to  its  being  adopted.     Severe  and  heavy 
adion  on  the  ninetee72th  of  Septe77iher.    Both  armies  fortify  their 
camps.      U?fcrtunate  aCiion  on  the  feventh  of  October.     Ca77tp 
formed.     Death    of  Ge72eral  Frazer,   Colonel  Brey7nan,   and 
Sir  James   Clarke.     Diftrefed  fttuation  of  the    royal  ar7??y» 
Maferly  77iovement  77iade,    and  a7i  e7itire  ncuJ pofition  take7i  in 
the  night.     Nenv  e7igage7nent  eagerly  fought,  hut  rcfufed  on  the 
next  day  by  the  enemy.      Retreat  to  Saratoga.     Previous  de- 
fertion  of  the  Indians  a7id  others.     Royal  ar77iy  reduced  to  tbe 
utmoft freights.     Nearly  furrounded  on  all  fides.      Cut  off  fro77i 
all  7?ieans  of  fubfifence,  and  poljihility  of  retreat.      Councils  of 
*war.     Convention  concluded  'with  Ge7ieral  Gates.      Ter7}is  of 
the  ccnve7iti07i.     State  of  the  army.     Succefsful  expedition    hy 
Sir  He7try  Clinton  and  Ge?ieral  Vaughan  up  the  North  River* 
Several  forts  taken  ;   E fop  us  and  other  places  defray  edi      Colo- 
nel  Ca77ipbcll,  n.vith    the  Majors  Still  and  Grant,    and  Count 
Graboujkie,  a  Pollfh  nohle:nan,  killed  in  this  expedition.     So77ie 
obfervations  on  the  ca7)ipaig7i. 

OTHING  could  exceed  the  aftonifhmeiit  and 
terror,  which  the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga  and  its 

im- 
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immediate  confequences,  fpread  throughout  the  1777. 
New-England  Provinces,  The  General's  manifeflo  ^^./^^"^^ 
in  which  he  difplayed  the  powers  and  numbers  of 
the favages,  added  perhaps  to  the  effect.  It  was  re- 
markable, however,  that  in  the  midfl  of  all  thefe  dif- 
aflers  and  coniequent  terrors,  no  fort  of  difpofition 
to  fubmit  appeared  in  any  quarter. 

The  New  England  governments  in  particular, 
though  mod  immediately  menaced,  did  not  fink 
under  their  apprehenfion  of  the  common  danger. 
They,  as  well  as  the  congrefs,  a^led  with  vigour 
and  firmnefs  in  their  efforts  to  repel  the  enemy. 
Arnold,  whom  we  have  lately  feen  at  the  engage* 
ment  at  Danbury,  was  immediately  fent  to  the  rein- 
forcement of  the  northern  army,  who  carried  with 
him  a  train  of  artillery  which  he  received  from  Wafli- 
ington.  On  his  arrival  he  drew  the  American  troops 
back  from  Saratoga  to  Still  Water,  a  central  fitua- 
tion  between  that  place,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Mohawk  River,  where  it  fails  into  Hudfon's.  This 
movement,  was  to  be  nearer  at  hand  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  Colonel  St.  Leger,  who  was  now  advanc- 
ing upon  the  former  of  thefe  rivers.  His  forces 
were  daily  increafed  through  the  outrages  of  the 
favages,  who,  notwithftanding  the  regulations  and 
endeavours  of  General  Burgoyne,  were  too  prone 
to  the  exercife  of  their  ufual  cruelties,  to  be  effec- 
tually retrained  by  any  means.  The  friends  of  the 
royal  caufe,  as  Vv^ell  as  its  enemies,  v/ere  equally 
viftims  to  their  indifcriminate  ras2:e.  Amonq;  other 
inflances  of  this  nature,  the  murder  of  Mils  - 
Mc  Crea,  which  happened  fome  fmail  time  after,  ^T-^-g  irr 
itruck  every  bread  with  horror.  Every  circum-  Ci-ea  in- 
itance  of  this  horrid  tranfadion  ferved  to  render  it  humanly 
more  calamitous  and  aliiicting.  The  young  lady  is  mmder- 
reprefented  to  have  been  in  all  the  innocence  of 
youth,  and  bloom  of  beauty.  Her  father  was  faid 
to  be  deeply  interefted  in  the  royal  caufc ;  and  to 
wind  up  the  cataftrophe  of  this  cd'icus  tragedy,  (he 

O  o  o  was 


4^6]  The  HIST  O  11 Y  of  the  Chap.  XVL 

1777.    ^^"^^^  ^^  h.'^.^'t  been  married  to  a  Britifh  officer  on  the 
^-^^^    very  day  that  llie  was  mafiacred. 

Occafion  was  thence  taken  to  exafperate  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  blacken  the  royal  party  and  army.  Peo- 
ple were  too  apt  to  jumble  promifcuouily,  and  to 
place  in  one  point  of  view,  the  cruelties  of  thefe 
barbarians,  and  the  caufe  in  which  they  were  ex- 
erted. They  equally  execrated  both.  Whilif  they 
abhorred  and  detefted  that  army,  which  uibmitted 
to  accept  of  fuch  an  aid,  they  loudly  condemned 
and  reprobated  that  government,  which  could  call 
fuch  auxiliaries  into  a  civil  conteft ;  thereby  endea- 
vouring, as  they  faid,  not  to  fubdue  but  to  exter- 
/  minate,  a  people  whom  they  affecled  to  confider, 
and  pretended  to  reclaim  as  fubjeds.  General 
Gates,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  tranfaclions,  was  not 
wanting  by  feveral  publications  to  aggravate  and 
inflame  the  pidure  of  thefe  exceffes ;  and  Vv'ith  no 
fmali  effect. 

By  this  means,  the  advantages  cxpeded  from  the 

terror  excited  by  thefe  favage  auxiliaries  were  not 

only  counteracted  ;    but  this  terror  rather,  it  may 

be  thought,   produced   a  diredly   contrary  effed:. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  open  and  frontier  countries 

had   no  choice  of  acting  ;    they  had  no   means  of 

fecurity  left,   but  by  abandoning  their  habitations, 

and  taking  up  arms.     Every  man  faw  the  neceility 

of  becoming  a  temporary  foldier,   not  only  for  his 

own  fecurity,  but  for  the  protedion  and  defence  of 

thofe  connexions  which  are  dearer  than  life  itfelf. 

Thus   an   army  was   poured   forth   by  the  woods, 

mountains,  and  marflies,   which  in  this  part  were 

thickly  fown  with  plantations   and  villages.     The 

Americans  recalled  their  courare  ;  and  when  their 

-    regular  army  feemed  to  be  entirely  vvafted,  the  fpirit 

of  the  country  produced  a  much  greater  and  more 

formidable  force. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  army  under  General  Bur-    1777. 
goyne,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Edward,  be-    ^^-^v-^ 
gan  to  experience  thofe  difficulties,  which  increafed  j^ifp^cul- 
as  it  farther  advanced,  until  they  at  length  became  ties  un- 
infurmountable.     From  the  30th  of  July,    to  the  der  which 
15th  of  AugUit,  the  army  was  continually  employed,  ^*  ^"^^* 
and   every  pofTible  meafure  ufed,  for  the  bringing  ^°-"^^^ 
forward  of  batteaux,  provifions  and  ammunition,  i^Qured. 
from  Fort  George   to  the  hrll:  navigable  part  of 
Hudfon's  River,  a  diftance  of  about  18  miles.    The 
toil  was  excelTive  in  this  fervice,  and  the  effed:  in 
no  degree  equivalent  to  the  expence  of  labour  and 
time.     The  roads  were  in  fome  parts  ileep,  and  in 
others  required  great  repairs.     Of  the  horfes  which 
had  been  fupplied  by  contract  in  Canada,  through 
the  various  delays  and  accidents  attending  fo  long 
and  intricate  a  combination  of  paiTage  by  land  and  - 
carriage  by  water,  not  more   than  one  third  vv^ere 
yet  arrived.     The  induflry  of  the  General  had  been 
able  to  collect  no  more  than  50  teams  of  oxen,  in 
all  the  country  through  which  he  had  marched,  or 
this  in  which  he  at  prefent  fojourned.     Thefe  re- 
fources  were  totally  inadequate  to  the  purpofes  of 
fupplying  the  army  with  provifions   for  its  current 
confumption,  and  to  the  eftablifliment  at  the  fame 
time  of  fuch  a  magazine  as  would  enable  it  to  pro- 
fecute  the  further  operations  of  the  campaign.     Ex- 
ceeding heavy  rains  added  to  all  thefe  difficulties  ; 
and  the  impediments  to  the  fervice  v/ere  fo  various 
and  ft ubborn,  that  after  the  utmoft  exertions  for 
fifteen  fucccihve  days,  there  was   not  above  four 
days  provifion  in  ftore,  nor  above  ten  batteaux  in 
the  Hudfon's  River. 

In  thefe  embarraffing  and  diftreffing  circum- 
ftances,  the  General  received  intelligence,  that 
Colonel  St.  Leger  had  arrived  before,  and  w^as  con- 
ducting his  operations  againft  Fort  Stanwix.  He 
inftantly  and  juftly  conceived,  that  a  rapid  move- 
ment forward  at  this  critical  junfture  would  be  of 

the 
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1777.  the  lUmofl  importance.  If  the  enemy  proceeded 
^^-^^^^"^  up  the  Mohawk,  and  that  St.  Leger  fucceeded,  he 
would  be  Hable  to  get  between  two  fires ;  or  at  any 
rate,  General  Burgoyne's  army  would  get  between 
him  and  Albany,  lb  that  he  mull  either  Hand  an 
action,  or  by  paffing  the  Hudibn's  river,  endeavour 
to  fecure  a  retreat  higher  up  to  the  New-England 
provinces.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  abandoned 
Fort  Stanwix  to  its  fate,  and  fell  back  to  Albany, 
the  Mohawk  country  would  of  courfe  be  entirely 
laid  open,  the  junclion  with  St.  Leger  eftabliHied, 
and  the  combined  army  at  liberty  and  leifure  to 
prefcribe  and  chufe  its  future  line  of  operation. 

The  propriety  of  the  movement  was  evident ; 
but  the  difficulty  lay,  and  great  indeed  it  was,  in 
finding  means  to  carry  the  defign  into  execution. 
To  maintain  fuch  a  communication  with  Fort  George 
during  the  whole  time  of  fo  extenfive  a  movement, 
as  would  afford  a  daily  fiipply  of  provifion  to  an 
army,  whilft  its  diftance  was  continually  increafmg, 
and  its  courfe  liable  to  frequent  variation,  was  ob- 
viouily  impraclicable.  The  army  was  too  wxak  to ' 
afford  a  chain  of  pods  for  fuch  an  extent ;  continual 
efcorts  for  every  feparate  fupply  would  be  a  ftill 
greater  drain  ;  and  in  either  cafe,  the  enemy  had  a 
body  of  militia  within  a  night'«  march,  at  White 
Creek,  fufficient  to  break  the  line  of  communication. 

Some  other  fource  of  fupply  was  therefore  to  be 
fought,  or  the  defign  to  be  dropped,  and  the  prof- 
pe£t  of  advantage  which  it  prefentcd  totally  relin- 
quillied.  The  enemy  received  large  fupplies  of  live 
cattle  from  the  New-England  provinces,  which 
pafling  the  upper  part  of  the  Connefticut  river,  took 
the  route  to  Mancheiter,  Arlington,  and  other  parts 
of  the  Nov/  Hampihire  grants,  a  trafc  of  land  dif- 
puted  between  that  province  and  New-York,  until 
they  were  at  length  depofited  at  Bennington,  from 
whence  they  were  conveyed,  as  occafion  required 

to 
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to  the  rebel  army.  Bennington  lies  between  the  ^777 • 
forks  of  the  Hofick  river,  before  their  obtaining 
that  name,  and  without  being  touched  by  either, 
and  not  20  miles  to  the  eaflward  of  Hudfon's,  a 
place  fo  obfcure,  and  fo  incapable  from  fituation  of 
being  otherwifejthat  nothing  but  the  prefent  troubles 
could  have  called  it  into  notice.  It  was  however  at 
this  time,  befides  being  a  (tore  for  cattle,  a  depofit 
for  large  quantities  of  corn  and  other  necelfaries  ; 
and  what  rendered  it  an  object  of  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  royal  army,  a  large  number  of  wheel 
carriages,  of  which  they  were  in  particular  want, 
were  alfo  laid  up  there.  This  place  was  guarded 
by  a  body  of  militia,  which  underwent  fuch  frequent 
changes  that  its  number  was  necelTarily  uncertain. 

The  General  faw  that  the  pofleffion  of  this  depofit 
would  at  once  remove  all  the  impediments  that  re- 
llrained the  operations  of  the  army,  and  enablehimto 
proceed  directly  in  the  profecution  of  his  defign,^ 
He  accordingly  laid  a  fcheme  to  furprize  the  place, 
and  entrufted  the  execution  of  it  to  the  German 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Beaum,  who  had  been  already 
felecled,  and  was  then  preparing  to  conduft  an  ex- 
pedition tending  to  fmiilar  purpofes,  towards  the 
borders  of  the  Connecticut  River. 

The  force  allotted  to  this  fervice  amounted  to 
about  500  men,  confifling  of  about  200  of  ReidefePs 
difmounted  German  Dragoons,  Captain  Frazer's 
markfmen,  the  Canada  volunteers,  a  party  of  pro- 
vincials who  were  perfedly  acquainted  with  the 
country,  and  about  a  hundred  Indians  ;  the  corps 
carried  with  them  two  light  pieces  of  artillery. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this  operation,  and  to  be 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  its  fuccefs,  the  army 
moved  up  the  eafl  fiiore  of  Hudfon's  river,  where  it 
encamped  nearly  oppofite  to  Saratoga,  having  at  the 
fame  time  Lieutenant-Colonel   Breyman's    corps, 

con- 
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1777.    confiding  of  the  Br unfwick  grenadiers,  light  ii 
^^.y-^^  try,  and  Chaifeurs,   polled  at  Batten  Kill,  in  c 
if  neceffary  to  fupport  Beaum. 


The  latter  in  his  march  fell  in  with  a  party  of  the 
enemy  who  were  efcorting  fome  cattle  and  provifions, 
both  of  which  he  took  with  little  diflicuhy  and  fent 
back  to  the  camp.  The  fame  fatal  impediment 
which  retarded  all  the  operations  of  the  army,  viz. 
the  want  of  horfes,  and  carriages,  concurred  with 
the  badnefs  of  the  roads  in  rendering  Bca'im's  ad- 
vance fo  tedious,  that  the  enemy  v/ere  well  informed 
of  his  defign,  and  had  time  to  prepare  for  his  re- 
ception. Upon  his  approach  to  the  place,  having 
received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  roo  ilrong 
to  be  attacked  by  his  prefent  (o'^cc  with  any  profpe6t 
of  fuccefs,  he  took  a  tolerable  good  poii  near  Sant- 
coick  Mills,  on  the  neare;  braach  of  v^rhat  becomes 
afterwards  the  Hohck  river,  wiiich  is  there  called 
Walloon  Creek,  and  at  abouc  four  miles  diflance 
from  Bennington  ;  dlfpatching  at  the  fam.e  time  an 
exprefs  to  the  General  with  an  accoun,:  of  his  fitua- 
tiou. 

Colonel  Breyman  was  accordingly  difpatched 
from  Batten  Kill  to  reinforce  Beaum.  That  evil 
fortune  novs^  began  to  appear,  which  for  fome  time 
continued  to  fweep  every  thing  before  it.  Breyman 
was  fo  overlayed  by  bad  weather,  fo  funk  and  em- 
barraffed  in  bad  roads,  and  met  with  fuch  delays 
from  the  weaknefs  and  tiring  of  horfes,  and  the 
difficulty  of  paiTmg  the  artillery  carriages,  through 
a  country  fcarcely  pradicable  at  any  time,  and  now 
rendered  much  worfe  by  the  continual  rain,  that  he 
was  from  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  Aug. 
to  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  folio  wine:  dav,  not- 
withltanding  every  poflible  exertion  of  men  and 
officers,  in  getting  forward  about  twenty-four 
miles. 

A  Gene- 
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A  General  Starke,  who  conimanded  the  militia    1777. 
at  Bennington,  determmed  not  to  wait  for  the  junc-  ^^-^^'^'^ 
tion  of  the  two  parties,   advanced  in  the  morning,  ^^^^  ^^^ 
whilli:  Breyman  was  yet  {Iruggling  with  the  difficul- 
ties of  his  march,  to  attack  Beaum  in  his  poll,  which 
he  had  entrenched,  and  rendered   as   dcfeniibie  as 
time  and  its  nature  would  permit.     The  loyal  pro- 
vincials who  were  along  Vvdth  him,  v/ere  fo  eager  in  cdonels 
their  hopes  to  find  what  they  wiihed  to  be  real,  that  Beaam 
when  the  enemy  were  furrounding  his  poR  on  all  andBrey- 
fides,  they  for  fome  time  perfuaded  him^  that  they  "^^"  ^^" 
were  bodies  of  armed  friends  who  were  coming  to  ^^^^  * 
his  afiiftance.     The   colonel  foon  difcovered  their 
error,  and  made  a  brave  defence.     His  hnall  works 
being  at  length  carried  on  every  fide,  and  his  tv/o 
pieces  of  cannon  taken,  moff  of  the  Indians,  with 
feveral  of  the  Provincials,  Canadians,   and  Britifh 
markfmen,  efcaped  in  the  woods.     The  German 
dragoons,   fliil  kept  together,  and  when  their  am- 
munition was  expended,  were  bravely  led  by  their 
Colonel  to  charge  with  their  fwords.     They  were 
foon  overv\^helmed,  and  the  furvivors,  among  whom 
was  their  wounded  Colonel,  w^ere  made  prifoners. 

Breyman,  who  had  the  hard  fortune  not  to  receive 
the  fmalleil  information  of  this  engagement,  arrived 
near  the  fame  ground  about  four  in  the  afternoon, 
where  inftead  of  meeting  his  friends,  he  found  his 
detachment  attacked  on  all  fides  by  the  enemy. 
Notwithilanding  the  fevere  fatigue  they  had  under- 
gone, his  troops  behaved  v/ith  great  vigour  and 
refolution,  and  drove  the  Americans  in  the  begin- 
ning from  two  or  three  ditierent  hills  on  v/hich 
they  had  pofis.  They  were  however  at  length  over- 
powered, and  their  ammunition  being  untortunately 
expended,  although  each  foldier  had  brought  out 
forty  rounds  in  his  pouch,  they  were  obliged  v/ith 
great  reludance  to  abandon  the  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery they  had  brought  with  them,  and  to  retreat  in  , 
the  befl  manner  they  could  j    a  circumflance  to 
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1777.    which  the  latenefs  of  the  evening  was    very  fa- 
^^^^'^^*>^   vourable. 

The  lofs  of  men  fuftained  by  thefe  two  engage- 
ments could  not  be  lefs  than  five  or  fix  hundred, 
of  whom,  however,  the  greater  part  were  prifoners. 
But  this  was  not  the  only  or  the  greateil  lofs.  The 
reputation  and  courage  which  it  afforded  to  the 
militia,  to  find  that  they  were  able  to  defeat  regular 
forces ;  that  neither  EngliHimen  nor  Germans  were 
invincible,  nor  invulnerable  to  their  impreffion  ; 
and  the  hope  and  confidence  excited  by  the  artillerv, 
and  other  trophies  of  victory,  were  of  much  greater 
confequence.  This  was  the  firil  turn  which  fortune 
had  taken  in  favour  of  the  Americans  in  the  northern 
•  war,  fince  fome  time  before  the  death  of  Montgo- 
mery ;  misfortune  had  fucceeded  misfortune,  and 
defeat  had  trod  upon  the  heels  of  defeat,  fmce  that 
period.  This  was  the  firll  inftance  in  the  prefent 
campaign,  in  vrhich  fhe  feemed  even  wavering, 
much  lefs  that  fhe  for  a  moment  quitted  the  royal 
ftandard.  The  exultation  was  accordingly  great  on 
the  one  fide ;  nor  could  the  other  avoid  feeling  fome 
damp  to  that  eagernefs  of  hope,  and  receiving 
fome  check  to  that  aifured  confidence  of  fuccefs, 
which  an  unmixed  feries  of  fortunate  events  mull 
naturally  excite. 

St.  Leger's  attempt  upon  Fort  Stanv/ix,  (now 
named  by  the  Americans  Fort  Schuyler)  was  foon 
after  its  commencement  favoured  by  a  fuccefs  fo 
fignal,  as  would  in  other  cafes,  and  a  more  fortu- 
nate feafon,  have  been  decifive,  as  to  the  fate  of  a 
flronger  and  more  important  fortrefs.  General 
Harkimer,  a  leading  man  of  that  country,  was 
marchins:  at  the  head  of  eiQ;ht  or  nine  hundred  of 
the  Tryon  county  militia,  with  a  convoy  of  provi- 
fions,  to  the  relief  of  the  fort.  St.  Leger,  well 
aware  of  the  danger  of  being  attacked  in  his  trenches,^ 
aad  of  withftanding  the  whole  weight  of  the  gar- 
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rifon  in  fome  particular,  and  probably  weak  point    1777. 
at  the  fame  inftant,  judicioully  detached  Sir  John    ^^•v^s-' 
Johnfon  with   fome  regulars,  the  whole  or  part  of 
his  own  regiment,  and  the  favages,  to  lie  in  ambufh 
in   the  woods,  and  intercept  the  enemy  upon  their 
march. 

It  fliould  feem  by  the  condu(El  of  the  militia  and 
their  leader,  that  they  were  not  only  totally  ignorant 
of  all  military  duties,  but  that  they  had  even  never 
heard  by  report  of  the  nature  of  an  Indian  war,  or 
of  that  peculiar  fervice  in  the  woods,  to  which  from 
its  nature  and  fituation  this  country  was  at  all  times 
liable.  Without  examination  of  their  ground, 
without  a  reconnoitring,  or  flanking  party,  they 
plunged  bhndly  into  the  trap  that  was  laid  for  their 
deftrutlion.  Being  thrown  into  a  fudden  and  in- 
evitable diforder,  by  a  near  and  heavy  fire  on  al- 
moll  ail  fides,  it  was  completed  by  the  Indians,  who 
inftantly  purfuing  their  fire,  ruflied  in  upon  their 
brojvcn  ranks,  and  made  a  moil  dreadful  flaughter 
amongll:  them  with  their  fpears  and  hatchets.  Not- 
withftanding  their  want  of  condud,  the  militia 
fhewed  no  want  of  courage  in  their  deplorable  fitua- 
tion. In  the  midft  of  fuch  extreme  danger,  and  fo 
bloody  an  execution,  rendered  ftill  more  terrible 
by  the  horrid  appearance  and  demeanor  of  the  prin- 
cipal adors,  they  recollected  themfelves  fo  far  as  to 
recover  an  advantageous  ground,  which  enabled 
them  after  to  maintain  a  fort  of  running  fight,  by 
which  about  one  third  of  their  number  was  pre- 
ferved. 

The  lofs  was  fuppofed  to  be  on  their  fide  about 
400  killed,  and  half  that  number  prifoners.  It  was 
thought  of  the  greater  confequence,  as  almofl  all 
thofe  who  were  confidered  as  the  pri^lcipal  leaders 
and  inftigators  of  rebellion  in  that  country  were 
now  defiroyed.  The  triumph  and  exultation  were 
accordingly  great,  anialXopporitianftpm  theniilitia 

Ppp  ill 
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1777.  in  that  country,  was  fuppofed  to  be  at  an  end.  The 
"^^rs-^^  circumflance  of  old  neighbourhood  and  perfonal 
knowledge  between  many  of  the  parties,  in  the  pre- 
fent  rage  and  animofity  of  fadion,  could  by  no 
means  be  favourable  to  the  extention  of  mercy  ; 
even  fuppofmg  that  it  might  have  been  otherwife 
praclifed  with  prudence  and  fafety,  at  a  time  when 
the  power  of  the  Indians  was  rather  prevalent,  and 
that  their  rage  was  implacable.  For  according  to 
their  computation  and  ideas  of  lofs,  the  favages  had 
purchafed  this  viiSlory  exceeding  dearly,  33  of  their 
number  having  been  flain,  and  29  wounded,  among 
whom  were  feveral  of  their  principal  leaders,  and  of 
their  moft  diftinguiflied  and  favourite  warriors. 
The  lofs  accordingly  rendered  themfo  difcontented, 
intractable  and  ferocious,  that  the  fervice  was  great- 
ly afFecled  by  their  ill  difpofition.  The  unhappy 
prifoners  were  however  its  firlt  obje<^s  ;  mod  of 
whom  they  inhumanly  butchered  in  cold  blood. 
The  New-Yorkers,  rangers,  and  other  troops,  were 
not  without  lofs  in  this  adion. 

On  the  day,  and  probably  during  the  time  of 
this  engagement,  the  garrifon,  having  received  in- 
telligence of  the  approach  of  their  friends,  endea- 
voured to  make  a  diverfion  in  their  favour,  by  a 
vigorous  and  well  conducted  fally,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Colonel  Willet,  their  fecond  in  command. 
Willet  conducted  his  buhnefs  with  ability  and  fpirit. 
He  did  confiderable  mifchief  in  the  camp,  brought 
otl  fome  trophies,  no  inconfiderable  fpoil,  fome  of 
which  confilted  in  articles  that  were  greatly  wanted, 
a  ic\Y  prifoners,  and  returned  with  little  or  no  lofs-. 
He  afterwards  undertook,  in  company  with  another 
officer,  a  much  more  perilous  expedition.  They 
pafled  by  night  through  the  befiegers  works,  and  in 
contempt  of  the  danger  and  cruelty  of  the  favages, 
made  their  way  for  50  miles  through  pathlefs  woods 
and  unexplored  morafles,  in  order  to  raife  the  coun- 
try 
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try,  and  bring  relief  to  the  fort.     Such  an  aK^lion    1777. 
demands  the  praife  even  of  an  enemy.  v.^^-^^' 

Colonel  St.  L^ger  left  no  means  untried  to  profit 
of  his  victory  biy  intimidating   the  garrifon.     He 
fcnt  verbal  and  written  mefl'ages,  dating  their  hope- 
lefs  fituation,   the  utter  deflrudion  of  their  friends, 
the  impoflibility  of  their  obtaining  relief,  as  Gene- 
ral Burgoyne,  after   deftroying    everything  in  his 
way,  was  now  at  Albany  receiving  the  fubmillion  of 
all  the  adjoinihg  countries,  and  by  prodigioufly  mag- 
nifying his  Own  force.     He  reprefented,  that  in  this 
(late  of  things,  if,  through  an  incorrigible  obftinacy, 
they  Ihould  continue  a  hopelefs  and  fruitlefs  defence, 
they  would  according  to    the  practice  of  the   moft 
civilized  nations,    be  cut  oif  from  all   conditions, 
and   every  hope  of  mercy.      But   he    particularly 
dwelt  upon  the  pains  he  had  taken  in  foftening  the 
rage  of  the  Indians  for  tlieir  late  lofs,  and  obtaining 
from  them  fecurity,  that    in  cafe  of  an  immediate 
furrender  of  the  Fort,  every  man  of  the  garrifon 
Ihould  be  fpared  :  whilll  on  the  other  hand  they  de- 
clared  with  the   utmofl  bitter  execrations,  that  if 
they  met  with  any  further  refillancc,    they  would 
not  only  maflacre  the  garrifon,  but  that  every  man, 
woman    and  child   in  the  Mohavv^k  country  would 
neceflarily,  and  however  againft  his  will,  fall  facri- 
fices  to  the  fury  of  the  favages.     This  point  he  faid 
he  prefled  entirely  on    the  fcore  of  humanity ;  he 
promifcd  on  his  part,   in  cafe  of  an  immediate  fur- 
render,  every  attention  which  a   humane  and  gene- 
rous enemy  could  give. 

The  Governor,  Colonel  Ganfevort,  behaved  v/ith 
great  firmnefs.  He  repHed,  that  he  had  been  en- 
trufted  with  the  charge  of  that  garrifon  by  the 
United  States  of  America  ;  that  he  would  defend 
the  truft  committed  to  his  care  at  every  hazard, 
and  to  the  utmofl  extremity  ;  and  that  he  neither 
thought  himfclf  accountable  for,  nor  fliould  he  at  all 

concern 
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1777.  concern  himfelf  about  any  confequences  that  at- 
^^^^^r^^  tended  the  difcharge  of  his  duty.  It  was  Ihrewdly 
remarked  in  the  fort,  that  half  the  pains  would  not 
have  been  taken,  to  difplay  the  force  immediately 
without,  or  the  fuccefs  at  a  diltance,  if  they  bore 
any  proportion  at  all  to  the  magnitude  in  which 
they  wTre  reprefentccl. 

The  Britifh  commander  was  much  difappointed 
in  the  flate  of  the  fort.  It  was  ftronger,  in  better 
condition,  and  much  better  defended  than  he  ex- 
pelled. After  great  labour  in  his  approaches,  he 
found  his  artillery  deficient,  being  infufficient  in 
weight  to  make  any  confiderable  impreffion.  The 
only  remedy  was  to  bring  his  approaches  fo  near 
that  they  mult  take  effed,  which  he  fet  about  with 
the  greateil  diligence.  In  the  mean  time,  the  In- 
dians continued  fullen  and  intradlable.  Their  late 
lofTes  might  have  been  cured  by  certain  advantages  ; 
but  the  misfortune  was,  they  had  yet  got  no  plunder, 
and  their  profpedl  of  getting  any  feemed  to  grow 
every  day  fainter.  It  is  the  peculiar  charadleriflic 
of  that  people,  to  exhibit  in  certain  inllances  de- 
grees of  courage  and  perfeverance  wTiich  fhock 
reafon  and  credibility,  and  to  betray  in  others  the- 
greatell  irreiblution  and  timidity  ;  with  a  total  want 
of  that  conftahcy  w^hich  might  enable  them  for  any 
length  of  time  to  druggie  with  difficulty. 

Col.  St.        WhilPc  the  commander  was  carrying  on  his  ope- 

Leger      rations  with  the  utmcif  indullry,  the  Indians   re- 

^^^^     ceived  a  flying  report  that  Arnold  was  coming  with 

from  Fort  *^  thoufand  men  to  relieve  the  fort.     The  command- 

Stanwix.   CI"  endeavoured  to  hearten  them,  by  promifmg   to 

lead  them  himfelf,   to  bring  all  his  bed  troops  into 

aftion,  and  by  carrying  their  leaders  out  to  mark 

a  field  of  battle,  and  the  flattery  of  confuting  them 

upon   the  intended  plan  of  operation.     Whilft  he 

was  thus  endeavouring  to  foothe  their  temper,  and 

to  revive  their  f^^igging  fpirits,  other  fcouts  arrived 

with 
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with  intelligence,  probably  contrived  in  part  by  1777. 
themfelves,  which  firft  doubled,  and  afterwards  K^>r>sj 
trebled  the  number  of  the  enemy,  with  the  com- 
fortable addition  that  Burgoyne's  army  was  entirely 
cut  to  pieces.  The  Colonel  returned  to  camp,  and 
called  a  council  of  their  chiefs,  hoping  that  by  the 
influence  which  Sir  John  Johnfon,  and  the  fuperin- 
tendants  Claus  and  Butler  had  over  them,  they 
mioht  flill  be  induced  to  md^e  a  ftand.     He  was 

o 

difappointed.  A  part  of  the  Indians  decamped 
whilfl  the  council  was  fitting,  and  the  remainder 
threatened  peremptorily  to  abandon  him  if  he  did 
not  immediately  retreat.  ^ 

The  retreat  was  of  courfe  precipitate  ;  or  it  was 
rather,  in  plain  terms,  a  flight,  attended  with  diia-     ^^'  ^^' 
greeable  circumRances.     The  tents,  with  moft  of 
the   artillerv  and  llores,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
garrifon.     It  appears  by  the  Colonel's  own  account 
that    he    was   as  apprehenhve  of  danger  from  the 
ftwry  of  his  favage   allies,    as  he  could  be  from  the 
refentment  of  his  declared  American  enemies.     It 
alfo  appears  from  the  fame  authority,  that  the  Mef- 
fafages,  a  nation   of  favages  to  the  well,  plundered 
feveral  of  the  boats  belonging  to  the  army.     By  the 
American  accounts,  which  are  in  part  confirKied  by 
others,    it   is    faid  that  they  robbed  the   officers  of 
their  baggage,  and  of  every  other  article  to  which  they 
took  any  liking  ;  and  the  army  in  general  of  their 
provifions.     They  alfo  fay,  that  at  a  few   miles  dif- 
tance  from  the    camp,  they  firfl  flripped  of  their 
arms,   and    afterv/ards   murdered   with  their  own 
bayonets,  all  thofe  Britifli,  German,  and  American 
foldiers,  who  from  an  inability  to  keep  up,  fear,  or 
any  other   caufe,   were   feparated   from   the   main 
body. 

The  flate  of  the  facl:  with  refpecl;  to  the  intended 
relief  of  the  fort  is,  that  Arnold  had  advanced  by 
the  way  of  Half  Moon  up  the  Mobav^^k  River  with 

2000 
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2000  men  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that  for  the  great- 
er expedition,  he  had  quitted  the  main  body,  and 
arrived  by  forced  marches  through  the  woods,  with 
a  detachment  of  900  at  the  fort,  oH  the  24th  in  the 
evening,  two  days  after  the  fiege  had  been  raifed. 
So  that  upon  the  whole,  the  intractablenefs  of  the 
Indians,  with  their  watchful  apprehenfion  of  danger, 
probably  faved  them  from  a  chaftifement,  which 
would  not  have  been  tenderly  adminiftered. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  untoward  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs,   than  the  unfortunate 
ilfue  of  this  expedition.      The   Americans    repre- 
fented  this  and  the  affair  at  Bennington  as  great  and 
glorious    victories.      Nothing   could  exceed  their 
exultation  and  confidence.     Ganfevort  and  Willet, 
wkh  General  Starke  and  Colonel  Warner,  who  had 
commanded  at  Bennington,   were  ranked  amongft 
thofe  who  were  confidered  as  the  faviours  of  their 
country.     The  northern  militia  began  now  to  look 
high,  and  to  forget  all  diilinctions  between  them- 
felves  and  regular  troops.     As  this  confidence,  opi- 
nion and   pride   increased,  the  apprehenfion  of  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's    army  of  courfe  declined,  until 
it  foon  became  to  be  talked  of  with  indifference  and 
contempt,  and  even  its  fortune  to  be  publicly  prog- 
noflicated.     In  the  mean  time,  General  Gates,  on 
General    whofe  conducl  and  ability  it  appears  the  Americans 
Gates       had  placed  much  reliance,   arrived  to  take  the  com- 
takes  the  maud  of  the  army  ;  an  event  which  gave  a  new  fpur 
command  ^q  ^}^^\^  exertion,  and  afforded  an  additional  fupport 
*^  ^^^.      to  their  ho}>es.     The  arrival  of  Gates  enabled  Ar- 
calTarmy.  ^^^Id,   who    flill  held  the  next  place  in  every  thing 
to  the  commander   in  chief,   and  between  whom  it 
appears  the  molt  perfecl  harmony  prevailed,   to  {fit 
out  on  that  expedition  to  Fort  Stanwix,  which  has 
been  juil  related. 

During  this  time.  General  Burgoyne  continued 
in  his  camp  on  the  eaffcrn  Ihore  of  the   Hudfon's 

river. 
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River,  nearly  oppofite   to  Saratoga,  where  he  ufed    1777. 
the   mofl  unremitting  indullry  and  perfcverance,  in    ^^-^vx^ 
bringing  ftores  and  provifions  forward   from  Fort 
George.     As  a  fwcll  of  the  water  occafioned  by 
great  rains  had  carried  away  his  bridge  of  rafts,  he 
threw  another  of  boats,  over  the  river  at  the  fame 
place.     Having  at  length  by  good  management  ob- 
tained and  brought  forward  about  thirty  days  pro- 
vifion,  with  other  neceifary  ftores,  he  took  a  refo- 
lution  of  palling  the  Hudfon's  River  with  the  army, 
which  he  accordingly  carried  into  execution  towards  q^  g^r- 
the  middle   of  September,  and   encamped  on  the  goyne  en- 
heights   and   in   the   plain  of  Saratoga,  the  enemy  camps  at 
being  then  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Still  Water.        Saratoga. 

Though  this  meafure  of  paffing  the  Hudfon's 
River,  has  not  only  been  a  fubjed  of  much  difcuf- 
fion  at  home,  but  alfo  of  parliamentary  enquiry ; 
yet  as  it  ftill  lies  open,  without  any  decifion  on  its 
merits,  and  that  the  Generals  inftruclions  are  not 
publicly  known,  nor  perhaps  all  his  motives  tho- 
roughly underftood,  we  fhall  not  prefume  to  form 
any  opinion  upon  the  queftion.  It  will  be  fufficient 
to  obfcrve,  that  in  his  letter  to  the  American  Minif- 
ter  he  fays,  That  he  thinks  it  a  duty  of  juftice  to 
take  upon  himfelf  the  meafure  of  having  palled  the 
Hudfon's  river,  in  order  to  force  a  palTage  to  Albany. 
And  that  he  did  not  think  himfelf  authorized  to  call 
any  men  into  council,  when  the  peremptory  tenor 
of  his  orders,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year,  admitted 
of  no  alternative.  He  alfo  gives,  in  a  fubfequeait  , 
part  of  the  fame  letter,  the  following  ftate  of  his 
reafoning,  at  a  time  w^hen  the  army  v/as  in  very 
<:ritical  and  hazardous  circumftances.  '^  The  expe- 
^'  dition  I  commanded  was  evidently  meant  at  tirll 
"  to  be  hazarded,  Circumftances  might  require 
"  it  fliould  be  devoted ;  a  critical  junftioji  of  Mr. 
"  Gates's  force  with  Mr.  Walliington  might  poifibly 
'^  decide  the  fate  of  the  war  ;  the  failure  of  mv 
"  junction  with  Sir  Harry  Clinton,  or  the   lofs  of 

"  my 
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1777.    "  my  retreat  to  Canada,   could  only  be  a  partial 
^^-"'^''■'^    "  misfortune."     Whether  his  retreat  was  at  this 
period  quite  practicable,  even  if  his  orders  had  not 
been  to  advance  at  ail  hazards,  is  uncertain. 

Such  it  feems  Avere  the  principles  of  the  Gene- 
ral's condud:  in  fome  of  the  fucceeding  events. 
As  the  army  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  they 
found  the  country  very  impradlicable,  being  covered 
with  thick  woods,  and  a  continual  repair  of  bridges 
€ept.  19.  neceffary.  Being  at  length  arrived  in  the  front  of 
the  enemy,  fome  woods  only  of  no  great  extent 
intervening,  the  General  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  Britifh  line  which  compofed  the  right  wing. 
That  wing  was  covered  by  General  Frazer  and  Col. 
Breyman,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of 
the  army,  who  kept  along  fome  high  grounds  which 
commanded  its  right  flank,  being  themielves  covered 
by  the  Indians,  provincials,  and  Canadians,  in  the 
front  and  flanks.  The  left  wing  and  artillery,  un- 
der the  Majors  General  Philips  and  Reidefel,  kept 
along  the  great  road  and  meadows  by  the  river 
fide. 

The  enemy,  being  incapable  from  the  nature  of 
the  country,  of  perceiving  the  different  combina- 
tions of  the  march,  iilued  from  their  camp  in  great 
force,  with  a  defign  of  turning  the  right  wing,  and 
taking  the  Britifli  line  on  the  fiank.  Being  unex- 
pededly  checked  in  this  defign,  by  the  ftrong  pofi- 
tion  of  General  Frazer,  they  immediately  counter- 
marched, and  the  fame  particularity  of  country 
which  had  occafioned  their  miftake,  now  operating 
as  effedually  to  prevent  the  difcovery,  and  confe- 
quently  the  taking  any  advantage  of  their  fubfe- 
quent  movement,  they  direded  their  principal  ef- 
fort to  the  left  of  the  fame  wing. 

The  Britifh  troops  were  not  a  httle  furprifed,  at 
the  boldnefs  vv'ith  which  they  began  the  attack,   and 

the 
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the  vigour  and  obftinacy  with  which  it  was  fuflained,  1777. 
from  three  .o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  till  after  funfet.  ^^^v^ 
Arnold  led  on  the  enemy,  and  fought  danger  with 
an  eagernefs  and  intrepidity,  which  though  much 
in  his  character,  was  at  no  time  more  eminently 
diflinguillied.  The  enemy  were,  however,  conti- 
nually fupphed  wdth  freih  trooops,  whilfl  the  weight 
of  the  atlion  lay  principally  for  a  long  time  upon 
the  20th,  the  211I,  and  62d  regiments.  It  will  be 
needlefs  to  fay  that  they  behaved  with  their  ufual  firm- 
nefs  and  gallantry,  though  it  may  not  be  totally  fu- 
perfluous  to  obferve,  that  the  greater  part  of  thefe 
three  regiments,  were  engaged  for  four  hours  with- 
out intermiffion. 

Mofl:  of  the  other  corps  of  the  army,  bore  alfo 
a  good  iliare  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  day.  The  24th 
regiment  which  belonged  to  Frazer's  brigade,  with 
the  grenadiers  and  a  part  of  the  light  infantry,  were 
for  fome  time  brought  into  adlion,  and  charged  with 
their  lifual  fpirit  and  bravery.  Brey man's  riflemen, 
and  fome  other  parts  of  his  corps,  alfo  did  good 
fcrvice  ;  but  thefe  troops  only  aded  partially  and  . 
occafionally,  as  the  heights  on  which  they  had  ori- 
ginally polled,  were  of  too  great  importance  to  be 
totally  evacuated. 

Major  General  Phillips  upon  firft  hearing  the 
firing,  made  his  way  with  Major  Williams  and  a 
party  of  the  artillery,  through  a  very  difficult  part 
of  the  wood,  and  from  that  time  rendered  mod 
eflential  fervice.  It  feems-as  if  in  one  inftance  his 
prefence  of  mind  had  nearly  faved  the  army,  when, 
in  the  mofl  critical  point  of  time,  he  reflored  the 
a£lion  by  leading  up  the  20th  regiment,  the  enemy 
having  then  obtained  a  great  fuperiority  of  fire. 
Though  every  part  of  the  artillery,  performed  almofl 
wonders,  the  brave  Captain  Johnes  (who  was  un- 
fortunately, though  gioriouHy,  killed)  with  his  bri- 
gade,  were  particularly  diilinguilhed.     Major-Ge- 

O^q  q[  neral 
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neral  Reidefel  alfo  exerted  himfelf  to  bring  up  a 
part  of  the  left  wing,  and  arrived  in  time  to  charge 
the  enemy  with  bravery  and  effeft.  Juft  as  the 
light  doled,  the  enemy  retired  ;  and  left  the  royal 
army  mafters  of  the  field  of  battle.  The  darknefs 
equally  prevented  purfuit  and  prifoners. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  royal  army  gained  nothing 
but  honour  by  this  arduous  llruggle  and  hard  fought 
battle.  They  had  now  grappled  with  fuch  an  ene- 
my as  they  had  never  before  encountered  in  Ame- 
rica ;  and  fuch  as  they  were  too  apt  to  imagine  it 
could  not  produce.  The  flattering  ideas  that  the 
Americans  fcould  fight  under  the  covert  of  walls, 
hedges,  or  entrenchments,  and  were  incapable  of 
fuftaining  a  fair  and  open  conflid  in  the  field,  were 
now  at  an  end.  This  opinion  had  alfo  been  in  fbme 
meafure  fliaken  in  the  fouth.  Here  they  met  v/ith 
a  foe  who  feemed  as  eager  for  adion,  as  carelefs  of 
danger,  and  as  indifferent  with  refpect  to  ground  or 
cover  as  themfelvcs  ;  and  after  a  hard  and  clofe 
contefl  for  four  hours,  hand  to  hand,  when  dark- 
nefs put  an  end  to  the  engagement,  the  royal  forces 
but  barely  kept  the  field,  and  the  Americans  only 
returned  to  their  camp. 

We  lofl  many  brave  men  in  this  adion,  and  it 
was  not  much  matter  of  comfort  that  the  Americans 
had  loft  a  great  number.  The  army  lay  all  night 
on  their  arms  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  in  the 
morning  took  pofition  nearly  within  cannon  fliot  of 
the  enemy's  camp,  fortifying  their  right  wing,  and 
extending  their  left  fo  as  to  cover  thofe  meadows 
through  which  the  river  runs,  and  where  their  bat- 
teaux  and  Hofpitals  were  placed.  The  47th  regi- 
ment, with  that  of  Hefle  Hanau,  and  a  corps  of 
provincials  were  encarmped  in  the  meadows  as  an 
additional  fecurity.  The  enemy's  right  was  inca- 
pable of  approach,  and  their  left  was  too  flrongly 
fortified  t©  be  infulted, 

The 
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The  zeal  and  alacrity  of  the  Indians  began  from  1777. 
that  time  to  flacken.  Though  the  General  com-  "^-^^^ 
plains  in  his  difpatches  of  the  ill  efted  of  their  de- 
lertion,  he  does  not  fpecify  the  particular  time  of 
their  abandoning  the  army.  This  clofe  and  dan- 
gerous fervice  was  by  no  means  fuited  to  their  dif- 
pofition,  and  the  profpccls  of  plunder  were  princi- 
ples for  which  they  had  no  terms,  and  of  which 
they  could  frame  no  ideas.  Some  letters  had  pafled 
between  Gates  and  General  Burgoyne,  in  which 
bitter  reproaches  relative  to  the  barbarities  com- 
mitted by  the  favages  were  thrown  out  by  the  one, 
and  thofe  charges  were  in  general  denied,  and  in 
part  palliated  by  the  other.  The  favages  likewife 
received  fome  check  on  the  account  of  the  murder 
of  Mifs  M'Crea.  Upon  fome  of  all  thefe  accounts 
they  deferted  the  army  in  the  feafon  of  its  danger 
and  diftrefs,  when  their  aid  would  have  been  molt 
particularly  ufeful ;  and  afford  a  fecond  inftance 
within  a  fhort  time  of  the  little  reliance  that  ihould 
be  placed  on  fuch  auxiliaries. 

A  great  defertion  alfo  prevailed  amongd  the  Ca- 
nadians and  Britiili  provincials,  nor  does  it  feem  as 
if  the  fidelity  or  fervices  of  thofe  who  remained 
were  much  depended  on  or  elleemed.  General 
Burgoyne  had  from  the  beginning,  nor  did  it  en- 
tirely forfake  him  to  this  time,  a  firm  hope  of  be- 
ing powerfully  fuccoured  if  wanted,  or  at  any  rate 
of  being  met  and  joined  at  Albany,  by  a  ftrong  force 
from  the  army  at  New- York.  He  now  received  with 
great  difEculty  a  letter  in  cypher  from  Sir  Hairy 
Clinton,  informing  him  of  his  intention  to  make  a 
diverfion  on  the  North  River,  by  attacking  Fort 
Montgomery,  and  fome  other  fortreffes  which  the 
rebels  had  eredted  in  the  highlands,  in  order  to 
guard  the  paffage  up  that  river  to  Albany.  Though 
this  divcrlion  fell  far  fliort  of  the  aid  which  the 
General  expelled,  he  however  hoped  that  it  might 
aiTord  elTential  fervice  by  obliging  Gates  to  divide 

his 
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1777.  his  army.  He  accordingly  returned  the  meffenger, 
^<^^^r^  and  afterwards  difpatched  two  officers  in  difguife, 
and  other  confidential  perfons,  all  feparately  and  by 
different  routes,  to  acquaint  Clinton  with  his  exaA 
flate,  fituationand  condition  ;  to  prefs  him  urgently 
to  the  profecution  of  his  defign  ;  and  to  inform 
him  he  was  enabled  in  point  of  provifion,  and 
fixed  in  his  determination,  to  hold  his  prefent  pofi- 
tion,  in  the  hopes  of  favourable  events,  until  the 
1 2th  of  the  following  month. 

In  the  mean  time  every  means  were  ufed  for  for- 
tifying the  camp,  and  ftrong  redoubts  were  ereded 
for  the  protedlion  of  the  magazines  and  hofpitals, 
not  only  to  guard  againft  any  fudden  attack;,  but 
for  their  fecurity  in  any  future  movement  which 
the  army  might  make  in  order  to  turn  the  enemy's 
flank.  The  flricleft  watch  on  the  motions  of  the 
enemy,  and  attention  on  every  quarter  to  their  own 
fecurity,  became  every  day  more  indifpenfable,  as 
Gates's  army  was  continually  increafmg  in  force  by 
the  accefTion  of  frefh  bodies  of  the  militia. 

The  fpirit  of  exertion  and  enterprize  which  was 
now  raifed  in  the  New-England  provinces,   was  be- 
come too  general,  and  too  much  animated  by  fuc- 
cefs  to  be  eafily  withftood  at  once  in  all  the  different 
parts  ^  of  its  direction.     Whilll  General  Burgoyne 
was   fully  engaged  with    Gates  and  Arnold,   and 
found    himfelf   immediately   involved   in    circum- 
ftances  fufficiently  perplexing,  all    his   difficulties 
were  increafed,  and  his  fituation  was  rendered  much 
more  critical  and  precarious,  by  an  unexpected  en- 
terprize of  the  militia  from  the  upper  part  of  New- 
Hampfhire  and  the  head  of  the  Gonnedicut,  totally 
to  cut  off  all  means  of  communication  with  Canada, 
by  recovering  the  forts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount 
Independence,  and  becoming  again  mafters  at  leafl 
of  Lake  George. 

The. 
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The  expedition  was  under  the  diredion  of  Ge-  1777. 
neral  Lincoln,  and  the  immediate  execution  was  v-^^vx^ 
committed  to  the  Colonels  Brown,  Johnfton,  and 
Woodbury,  with  detachments  of  about  500  men 
each.  They  conduded  their  operations  with  fuch  ^^P^-  ^1- 
fecrecy  and  addrefs,  that  they  effectually  furprized 
all  the  out  pofts  between  the  landing  place  at  the 
north  end  of  Lake  George,  and  the  body  of  the 
fortrefs  of  Ticonderoga,  Mount  Defiance,  Mount 
Hope,  the  French  Hnes,  and  a  blockhoufe,  with 
200  batteaux,  an  armed  iloop,  and  feveral  gun-boats, 
were  almofl  inftantly  taken.  Four  companies  of 
foot,  with  nearly  an  equal  number  of  Canadians, 
and  many  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vefTels 
were  made  prifoners  ;  whilfl  they  afforded  freedom 
to  a  number  of  their  own  people,  who  were  con- 
fined in  fome  of  the  works  they  had  taken.  In  this 
heat  of  fuccefs,  they  brought, the  cannon  out  of  the 
armed  veffel  they  had  taken,  and  after  repeated 
fummons  to  Brigadier  Powel  who  commanded,  and 
who  gallantly  rejected  all  their  propofals,  they  for 
four  days  made  reiterated  attacks  upon  the  works 
at  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence  :  until 
finding  that  they  were  repulfed  in  every  affault,  and 
totally  unequal  to  the  fervice,  they  at  length  aban- 
doned the  defign. 

In  the  beginning  of  06lober  General  Burgoyne 
thought  it  expedient,  from  the  uncertainty  of  his 
fituation,  to  lefTen  the  foldiers  ration  of  provifion ; 
a  meafure  which  however  difagreeable  to  an  army, 
was  now  fubmitted  to  with  a  chearfulnefs  which 
merited  the  highefl  regards,  and  did  the  higheft 
honour  to  the  troops.  Things  continued  in  this 
ftate  till  the  7th  of  0£l:ober,  when  there  being  no 
appearance  or  intelligence  of  the  expeded  co-ope- 
ration, and  the  time  hmited  for  the  flay  of  the  army 
in  its  prefent  camp  within  four  or  five  days  of  being 
expired,  it  was  judged  advifeable  to  make  a  move- 
ment to  the  enemy's  left,  not  only  to  difcover  whe- 
ther 
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1777.  ther  there  were  any  poffible  means  of  forcing  a 
paflage,  fhould  it  be  neceflary  to  advance,  or  of 
diflodging  them  for  the  convenience  of  retreat, 
but  alfo  to  cover  a  forage  of  the  army,  which  was 
exceedingly  diflrclTed  by  the  prefent  fcarcity. 

A  detachment  of  1500  regular  troops,  with  2 
twelve-pounders,  2  howitzers,  and  6  fix-poundcrs, 
were  ordered  to  move,  being  commanded  by  the 
General  in  perfon,  who  was  feconded  by  thofe  ex- 
cellent officers  the  Majors  General  Phillips  and 
Reidefel,  with  Brigadier  General  Frazer.  No  equal 
number  of  men  were  ever  better  commanded,  and 
it  would  have  been  difficult  indeed,  to  have  matched 
the  men  with  an  equal  number.  The  guard  of  the 
camp  upon  the  high  grounds,  was  committed  to  the 
Brigadiers  General  Hamilton  and  Speigh  ;  that  of 
the  redoubts  and  the  plain- near  the  River,  to  Bri-  . 
gadier  Goll.  The  force  of  the  enemy  immediately 
in  the  front  of  the  line,  was  fo  much  fuperior,  that 
it  was  not  thougui  fit  to  augment  the  detachment  be- 
yond the  nuxiiber  we  have  dated. 

The  troops  were  formed  within  three  quarters  of 
a  mile  of  the  enemy^s  left,  and  the  irregulars  were 
puflied  on  through  bye  ways  to  appear  as  a  check 
on  their  rear.  But  the  further  intended  operations 
of  the  detachment  were  prevented,  by  a  very  fud- 
den  and  mod  rapid  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
Britiih  grenadiers,  who  were  polled  to  fupport  the 
left  wing  bf  the  line.  Major  Ackland,  at  the  head 
of  the  grenadiers,  fuftained  this  fierce  attack  with 
great  refolution  ;  but  the  numbers  of  the  enemy 
enabling  them,  in  a  few  minutes,  to  extend  the 
attack  along  the  whole  front  of  the  Germans,  wh,o 
were  pofted  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  grena- 
diers, it  became  impracticable  to  move  any  part 
of  that  body,  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  fecond 
line  to  fupport  the  flank,  where  the  great  weight  of 
the  fire  iliU  fell. 

The 
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The  right  were  flill  unengaged;  but  it  was  foon  1777. 
perceived  that  the  enemy  were  marching  a  ftrong  ^^-^v^^ 
body  round  their  flank,  in  order  to  cut  off  their 
retreat.  To  oppofe  this  bold  and  dangerous  at- 
tempt, the  Hght  infantry,  with  a  part  of  the  24th 
regiment,  which  were  joined  with  them  at  that  poll:, 
were  thrown  into  a  fecond  line,  in  order  to  cover 
the  retreat  of  the  troops  into  camp. 

Whilll  this  motion  was  yet  in  its  procefs,  the  General 
enemy  puflied  a  frelh  and  ftrong  reinforcement  to  ^J.^^j'^ 
decide  the  action  on  the  left,  which  being  totally    ^  ^  * 
overpowered  by  fo  great  a  fuperiority,  was  com- 
pelled by  dint  of  force   to  give  way ;  upon  which 
the  light  infantry  and  24th  regiment  were  obliged 
by  a  very  quick  movement,  to  endeavour  to  lave 
that  wing  from  being  totally  ruined.    It  was  in  this 
movement  that  the  brave  Brigadier  General  Frazer 
was  mortally  wounded.    An  officer  whofe  lofs  would 
have  been  feverely  felt,  and  his  place  with  difficulty 
fupplied  in  a  corps  of  the  moll  accomplilhed  officers. 

The  fituation  of  the  detachment  was  now  ex- 
ceedingly critical ;  but  the  danger  to  which  the 
lines  were  expofed  was  (till  more  alarming  and  fe- 
rious.  Phillips  and  Reidefel  were  ordered  to  cover 
the  retreat,  and  thofe  troops  which  were  neareil, 
or  molt  difengaged,  returned  as  fall  as  they  could 
for  their  defence.  The  troops  in  general  retreated 
in  good  order,  though  very  hard  preiTed.  They 
were  obliged  to  abandon  fix  pieces  of  cannon  ;  the 
horfes  not  only  being  deftroyed,  but  moil  of  the 
brave  artillery  men,  who  had  as  ulual,  under  the 
conduQ:  of  Major  Williams,  difplayed  the  utmofl 
fkill  and  ability  in  their  profeffion,  along  with  the 
mod  undaunted  refolution,  being  cither  killed  or 
dangeroufly  wounded. 

The  enemy  purfued  this  fuccefs  with  great  eager- 
nefs.     The  troops  had  fcarce  entered  the  camp, 

when 
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1777.  '^h^^  t^^  Americans  flormed  it  with  uncommon 
^^^v>^  fiercenefs  ;  rufhing  to  the  lines  through  a  fevere 
fire  of  grape  fhot  and  fmall  arms,  with  the  utmoll 
fury.  Arnold  led  on  the  attack  with  his  ufual  impe- 
tuofity,  againfl  a  part  of  the  entrenchments  into 
which  the  light  infantry  under  Lord  Balcarras,  with 
a  part  of  the  hne,  had  thrown  themfelves  by  order. 
He  there  met  with  a  brave  and  obflinate  refiftance. 
The  adion  continued  very  warm  for  fome  time, 
each  fide  feeming  to  vie  with  the  other  in  ardour 
and  perfeverance.  In  this  critical  moment  of  glory 
and  danger,  Arnold  was  grievoufly  wounded,  juft 
as  he  was  forcing  his  way  into,  or  had  already  en- 
tered the  works.  This  could  not  fail  to  damp  his 
party,  who  after  long  and  repeated  efforts  were 
finally  repulfed. 

Affairs  were  not  fo  fortunate  in  another  quarter. 

Colonel     Colonel  Breyman,   who  commanded  the  German 

Breyman  referve,  being  killed,  the  entrenchments  defended 

killed,      by  that  corps  were  carried  fword  in  hand,  and  they 

and  the     were  totally  routed  with  the  lofs  of  their  baggage, 

^^^\t''   ^^^^^   ^^^  artillery.     This  misfortune  was  not  re- 

featcd.      trieved,  although  orders  for  the  recovery  of  the  poft 

were  difpatched  by  the  General ;   and  his  relation 

feems  to  imply  fome  blame  to  thofe  who  failed  in 

the  execution.     By  this  means  the  enemy  gained  a 

dangerous  opening  on  our  right  and  rear.     The 

night  only  put  an  end  to  the  engagement. 

It  would  feem  that  nothing  could  now  exceed 
the  diflreffes  and  calamity  of  the  army.-  They  bore 
it  with  that  excellency  of  temper,  and  refolution, 
which  are  natural  to,  and  were  worthy  of  Britifh 
foldiers.  It  was  evidently  impoilible  to'  continue  in 
their  prefent  fituation,  without  fubmitting  to  a  cer- 
tainty of  dellrudion  on  the  enfuing  day.  A  total 
change  of  pofition  was  accordingly  undertaken,  and 
as  it  feems  to  have  been  conceived  with  great  judg- 
ment, was  carried  into  execution  during  the  night 

with 
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pidity,  vvhich  has  feldom  been  equalled,  and  will 
certainly  be  never  exceeded.  It  \\  as  not  the  move- 
ment of  a  wing  or  a  part,  it  was  a  general  remove 
of  the  whole  army,  of  the  camp  and  artillery,  from 
its  ]at6  ground,  to  the  heights  above  the  hofpital  ; 
thus  by  an  entire  change  of  froht,  to  reduce  the 
enemy  to  the  necelTity  of  forming  an  entire  new  dif- 
jpofitioh.  All  this  was  accompliihed  in  the  dark- 
nefs,  and  under  the  doubt  and  apprehenlion  of 
fuch  a  night,  fo  fatally  ufhered  in,  and  accompanied 
throughout  with  circumiiances  of  fuch  uncommon 
perilj  as  were  fufficient  to  didurb  the  befl  formed 
^  mind,  and  to  fhake  the  firmed  rcfolution  without 
iofs,  and  what  was  (till  more  without  diiorder. 

Many  brave  men  fell  on  this  unfortunate  day. 
The  officers  fullered  exceedingly.  Several  who 
had  been  grievoufly  wounded  in  the  late  adion^ 
and  who  difdained  an  abfence  from  any  danger 
an  which  their  fellow^s  were  involved,  were  again 
wounded  in  this.  Among  thofe  of  greater  note,  of 
who  w^ere  diilinguidied  by  higher  rank,  who  fell, 
befides  General  Frazer,  and  Colonel  Breyman, 
whom  we  have  mentioned.  Sir  James  Clarke,  Aid 
de  Camp  to  General  Burgoyne,  was  mortally  wound- 
ed and  taken  priioner.  Major  Williams  of  the  ar- 
tillery, and  Major  Ackiand  of  the  grenadiers,  were 
alfo  taken,  the  latter  being  wounded.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  lifts  of  killed  and  w^ounded,  though  avow- 
edly imperfecl",  and  not  including  the  Germans, 
vvere  long  and  melancholy.  ^ 

On  the  next  day,  the  army  being  fenfible  that  Od  6« 
nothing  kfs  than  a  fiiccefsful  and  decifive  a6:ion 
could  extricate  them  from  their  prefent  difficulties, 
continued  -without  effecl,  during  its  courfe,  to  offer 
battle  repeatedly  in  their  new  pofition  to  the  enemy. 
They  were  preparing  \f  ith  great  coolnefs,  the  carry- 
ing -of  meafures  into   execution,  which  were  lefs 

R  r  r  dan- 
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1777.    dangerous,  though  not  lefs  effectual,  than  the  at- 

v^v^^   tack  of  a  brave  and  defperate  enemy,  in  flrong  and 

fortified  ground,  a  continued  fuccellion  of  fkirmiflies 

were,    however,  carried  on,  and  thefe  did  not  pafs 

without  lofs  on  both  fides. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Britifh  General  difcovered, 
that  the  enemy  had  puihed  a  ftrong  body  forward 
to  turn  his  right,  which  if  effected,  he  would  havcj 
been  completely  enclofed  on  every  fide.  Nothing 
was  left  to  prevent  this  fatal  confequence,  but  an 
immediate  retreat  to  Saratoga.  The  army  accord- 
ingly began  to  move  at  nine  o'clock  at  night ; 
and  tho'  the  movement  was  within  mufket  iliot  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  army  encumberiid  in  its  retreat 
with  all  its  baggage,  it  was  made  without  lofs.  A 
heavy  rain  which  fell  that  night,  and  continued  the 
enfuing  day,  though  it  impeded  the  progrefs  of  the 
army,  and  increaied  the  dilBculties  of  the  march, 
ferved  at  the  fame  time  to  retard,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  to  prevent  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy.  In 
this  unhappy  necefhty,  the  hofpital  with  the  fick  and 
wounded,  was  of  courfe,  and  muft  have  been  ine- 
vitably abandoned.  In  this  inftance,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  which  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  thefe- 
tranfadions.  General  Gates  behaved  with  an  atten- 
tion and  humanity,  to  all  thofe  whom  the  fortune  of 
war  had  thrown  into  his  hands,  which  does  honour 
to  his  character. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Americans,  t'he  lofs  in  killed 
and  v/ounded  was  great ;  and  is  fuppofed  exceeded 
that  of  the  Britilh.  They,  however,  loft  no  officer 
of  note  ;  but  the  Generals  Lincoln,  and  Arnold 
were  both  dangeroufly  wounded. 

From  the  impediments  in  the  march  wliich  we 
have  mentioned,  the  army  did  not  crofs  the  fords  of 
the  Fifli  Kill  Creek,  which  lies  a  little  to  the  north- 
ward ©f  Saratoga,  until  the  loth  in  the  morning. 

They 
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They  found  a  body  of  the  enemy  already  arrived,  1777. 
and  throwing  up  entrenchments  on  the  heights  be-  v^vv^ 
fore  them,  who  retired  at  their  approach  over  a  ford 
of  the  Hudfon's  river,  and  there  joined  a  greater  force, 
which  w^as  ftationed  to  prevent  the  paflage  of  the 
army.  No  hopes  now  remained  but  that  of  effed- 
ing  a  retreat,  at  leaft  as  far  as  fort  George,  on  the 
way  to  Canada.  For  this  purpofe  a  detachment  of 
artificers  under  a  ftrong  efcort,  was  fent  forward  to 
repair  the  bridges,  and  open  the  road  to  Fort  Ed- 
ward. But  they  were  uot  long  departed  from  the 
camp,  when  the  fudden  appearance  of  the  enemy 
in  great  force,  on  the  oppolite  heights,  with  their 
apparent  preparation  to  pafs  the  Filh  Kill  and  bring 
on  an  immediate  engagement,  rendered  it  neceflary 
to  recal  the  47th  regiment,  and  Frazer's  markfmen, 
who  with  Mackay's  provincials  compofed  the  efcort. 
The  workmen  had  only  commenced  the  repair  of 
the  iirft  bridge,  when  they  were  abandoned  by 
their  provincial  guard,  who  ran  away  and  left  them 
to  fhift  for  themfclves,  only  upon  a  very  flight 
attack  of  an  inconfiderable  part  of  the  enemy.  All 
the  force  of  difcipline,  and  all  the  ftubbornefs  de- 
rived from  its  mod  confirmed  habits  were  now  ne- 
celTary  to  fupport  even  the  appearance  of  refolution. 

The  farther  fliore  of  the  Hudfon's  river,  was 
now  lined  with  detachments  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
l^atteaux  loaden  with  provifions  and  necelfaries, 
which  had  attended  the  motions  of  the  arihy  up 
the  river,  fmce  its  departure  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Still  Water,  w^ere  expofed,  notwithfland- 
ing  any  protedion  which  could  poffibly  be  afforded, 
to  the  contmual  fire  and  attacks  of  thefe  detach- 
ments. Many  boats  were  taken,  fome  retaken,  and 
a  number  of  men  loH  in  the  fkirmifhes,  upon  thefe 
occafions.  At  length  it  was  found  the  provifions 
could  only  be  preferved  by  landing  and  bringing 
them  up  the  hill  to  the  camp ;  a  labour  which  was 
accomplifhed  under  a  heavy  tire  with  diinculty  and 
iois.  In 
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1777.  la  thefe  deplorable  circumftances  councils  of  war 
were  held,  to  confider  of  the  poffibility  of  a  further 
retreat.  The  only  meafure  that  carried  even  the 
appearance  of  pradicability,  hard,  difficult:,  and  dan- 
gerous as  it  was,  was  by  a  night  march  to  gain  Fort 
Edward,  the  troops  carrying  their  provifions  upon 
their  backs.  The  impoflibility  of  repairing  the 
roads  and  bridges,  and  of  conveying  in  their  prefent 
fituation  the  artillery  and  carriages,  were  too  evi- 
dent to  admit  of  a  queflion.  It  w^as  propofed  to 
force  the  fords  at  or  near  Fort  Edward, 

Whilfl:  preparations  w^re  making  for  carrying 
this  forlorn  and  defperate  refolve  into  execution, 
intelligence  was  received,  that  the  enemy  had  al- 
ready with  great  forefight,  provided  for  every  pof- 
fible  meafure  that  could  be  adopted  for  an  efcape, 
und  that  this  final  refort  was  accordingly  cut  off. 
Befides  being  ftrongly  entrenched  oppofite  to  the 
fords  which  it  was  intended  to  pafs,  they  had  a 
camp  in  force,  and  provided  with  artillery,  on  the 
high  and  (Irong  grounds,  between  Fort  Edward 
and  Fort  George  ;  whilfl  their  party  were  every 
where  fpread  along  the  oppofite  Ihore  of  the  river, 
to  watch  or  intercept  the  motions  of  the  army,  and 
on  their  ow^n,  the  enemy's  pofi:s  W'ere  fo  clofe,  that 
they  could  fcarcely  make  the  fiiiallefl  movement 
without  difcovery. 

Nothing  could  be  more  deplorably  calamitous, 
than  the  itate  and  fituation  of  the  army,  Worn 
down  by  a  feries  of  hard  toil,  inceifant  efTort,  and' 
fi;ubborn  action  ;  abandoned  in  their  utmoll  necef- 
fity  and  diitrefs  by  the  Indians  ;  weakened  by  the 
defertion,  or  difappointcd  and  difcouraged  by  the 
timidity  and  In^fRcacy  of  the  Canadians  and  Provin- 
cials ;  and  the  regular  troops  reduced  by  repeated 
and  lier.vy  ioires,  of  many  of  tlieir  bell  men  and 
moil  diflinguifnf  d  officers,  to  the  number  of  only 
'3  5  5;oo  eit^^^live  fighting  men,  of  w^hom  not  quite 

2,000 
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2,000  were  Britiili,  In  thefe  circumrrances,  and  1777^ 
in  this  ftate  of  weaknefs,  without  a  pofTibility  of  v./^v^k^ 
retreat,  and  their  provinon  jufl  exhaufted,  they 
were  invefted  by  an  army  of  four  times  their  owu- 
number,  whofe  pofition  extended  three  parts  in  four 
of  a  circle  round  them  ;  who  refufed  to  fight  from 
a  knowledge  of  their  condition  ;  and  who  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground  could  not  be  attacked  in  any 
part. 

In  this  helplefs  condition^  obliged  to  lie  con^ 
flantly  on  their  arms,  whiill  a  continued  cannonade 
pervaded  all  the  camp,  and  even  i^ifle  and  grape  fhot 
fell  in  every  part  of  the  lines,  the  Britiili  troops  re- 
tained their  conftancy,  temper,  and  fortitude,  in  a 
wonderful  and  almoll  unparalleled  manner.  As  true 
courage  fubmits  with  great  difficulty  to  defpair, 
they  Itill  flattered  themfelves  with  the  hope  of  fuc- 
cour  from  their  friends  on  the  New- York  fide,  or, 
perhaps  with  not  lefs  fervent  wiihes,  of  an  attack 
from  the  enemy  ;  thereby  to  quit  all  fcores  at  once, 
and  either  to  have  an  opportunity  of  dying  gallants 
ly,  or  extricating  themfelves  with  honour.  The 
enemy's  force  was  continually  increafed  by  the  pour- 
ing in  of  the  militia  from  all  parts,  who  were  all 
eager  tp  partake  of  the  glory,  the  fpoil,  or  the  plea^ 
fure  of  beholding  the  degradation  of  thofe  whom 
they  had  fo  long  dreaded,  and  whom  they  unhappily 
confidercd  as  their  mod  iniplacable  enemies. 

At  length,  no  fuccour  appearing,  and  no  rational 
ground  of  hope  of  any  kind  remaining,  an  exact 
account  of  the  provifions  was  taken  on  the  evening 
of  the  1 3th  of  October,  when  it  was  found  that  the 
whole  flock  in  hand,  would  afford  no  more  than 
three  days  bare  fubfiftence  for  the  army.  A  council 
was  immediately  called ;  and  the  General  thinking 
it  right  and  jufl,  in  a  matter  fo  momentous  to  in^ 
dividuals,  as  well  as  the  whole,  to  obtain  a  general 
opinio?!  and  fuffrage  of  the  army,  fo  far  as  it  could 

with 
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with  propriety  be  colle^led,  invited,  befides  the 
Generals  and  field  officers,  all  the  Captains  com- 
manding corps  or  divifjons,  to  aifill  at  the  council. 
The  relult  was,  an  unanimous  determination  to  open 
a  treaty  and  enter  into  a  convention  with  General 
Gates. 

Gates  fliewed  no  marks  of  arrogance,  nor  betrayed 
any  figns  of  being  carried  away  by  the  prefent  extra- 
ordinary torrent  of  fuccefs.  The  terms  were  mode- 
rate, confidering  the  ruined  Hate  and  irretrievable 
circumftances  of  the  army ;  and  that  it  was  already 
in  effe6l  at  the  enemy's  mercy,  being  equally  inca- 
pable of  fubfifting  where  it  was,  and  of  making  its 
way  to  a  better  fituatlon.  The  principal  difficulty 
related  to  a  point  of  military  honour,  in  which  the 
Britilh  Generals  and  troops  were  peremptory,  and 
Gates  far  from  being  rigid, 

Ocl.  17.        The  principal  articles  of  the  convention,  exclu- 

five  of  thofe  which  related  to  the  provifion  and 

accommodation  of  the  army,  in  its  way  to  Bofton, 

and  during  its  (lay  at  that  place,  were,  that  the  army 

ihould  march  out  of  the  camp  with  all  the  honours 

of  war,  and   its    camp  artillery,  to  a  fixed  place 

Conven-    where  they  were  to  depofit  their  arms :   To  be  al- 

tion  of      lowed  a  free  embarkation  and  paifage  to  Europe 

the  royal    from  Bofion,  Upon  condition  of  their  not  ferving 

army  vv'it    ^g^j.^  \^  America,  during  the  prefent  war  ;  the  army 

not  to  be  feparated,  particularly  the  men  from  the 

officers;  roll-calling,  and  other  duties  of  regularity 

to  be  admitted ;  the  officers  to  be  admitted  on  parole, 

and  to  wear  their  fide  arms  ;  all  private  property  to 

be  facred,  and  the  public  delivered  upon  honour  ; 

no  baggage  to  be  fearched  or  molefled  ;  all  perfons 

of  whatioever  country,  appertaining  to,  or  following 

the  camp,  to  be  fully  comprehended  in  the  terms  of 

capitulation  ;  and  the  Canadians  to  be  returned  to 

their  own  country,  liable  to  its  conditions. 

General 
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General  Gates  fulfilled  all  the  conditions,  fo  far  1777. 
as  he  was,  or  could  be  concerned  in  them,  with  the  ^.-^v^^ 
utmofl  punctuality  and  honour.  His  humanity  and  i 
politenefs,  in  every  part  of  this  bufinefs,  have  been 
much  celebrated ;  without  a  fmgle  detraction,  fo 
far  as  we  have  heard,  from  the  moil  favourable 
accounts  that  have  been  given  of  his  conduct. 
This  was  the  moll  praife-worthy,  as  fome  late,  as 
well  as  former  circumflances,  had  highly  enraged 
the  American  militia ;  the  army  in  its  lafl  move- 
ment, whether  from  military  necefTity,  or  the  vexa- 
tion and  ill-temper  incident  to  their  fituation,  or 
the  joint  operation  of  both,  having  burnt  and  de- 
llroyed  many  houfes,  and  fome  of  them  buildings 
of  great  value.  The  extraordinary  and  fevere  exe- 
cution which  now  took  place  upon  the  North  River, 
would  alfo  have  afforded  too  much  colour  for  a 
different  mode  of  conduct.  It  is  even  faid,  and 
we  do  not  find  that  it  has  been  contradicted,  that 
this  General  paid  fo  nice  and  delicate  an  attention 
to  the  Britiih  military  honour,  and  to  the  character 
and  feelings  of  tiiofe  brave  troops,  who  now  expe- 
rienced fo  deplorable  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  that  he 
kept  his  army  clofe  within  their  lines,  and  did  not 
fuifer  an  American  foldier  to  be  a  witnefs  to  the 
degrading  fpcctacle  of  piling  their  arms. 

The  Americans  (late  the  whole  number  who  laid 
down  their  arms,  including  Canadians,  Provincials, 
volunteers,  regulars,  and  irregulars,  of  all  forts, 
at  5752  men.  In  this  number  is  undoubtedly  in^ 
eluded,  though  not  fpecified,  all  the  artificers,  la- 
bourers, and  followers  of  the  camp.  They  alfo  ftate 
the  number  of  fick  and  vv'ounded  left  in  the  bofpi- 
tals  at  the  retreat  from  the  camp  near  Still  Water, 
to  528  men,  and  the  lofs  befides  in  the  army  in 
killed,  wounded,  taken,  or  deferted,  from  the  6tli 
of  July  downwards,  to  2,933  >  ^^^  ^^^^-  amount  to 
thefc  numbers  being  9,213  men.  By  another  ac- 
count. 
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1777.  count,  the  number  is  carried  to  about  ten  thoufand^ 
They  alfo  got  a  fine  train  of  brafs  artillery,  amount- 
ing to  35  pieces  of  different  forts  and  fizes. 


\ij^-sr>j 


During  thefe  unfortunate  tranfa^lions,  Lieute- 
nant General  Sir  Henry  Cunton,  condu«5ted  his 
expedition  up  the  North  River  with  great  fuccefsi 
He  had  embarked  about  3000  men  for  that  fervice, 
accompanied  by  a  fuitable  naval  force,  confiding  of 
fliips  of  war,  armed  gaUies,  and  fmaller  veiielsj 
iinder  the  conduQ:  of  Commodore  Hothani.  Their 
firfl  object  was  the  reduclion  of  the  fort  Montgo* 
mery  and  Clinton,  which  tho'  of  confiderable 
ftrength,  being  at  that  time  in  a  very  unguarded 
ftate,  it  was  determined  to  attempt  by  a  coup  de 
main.  They  were  fituated  on  either  fide  of  a 
creek,  which  ddcended  from  the  mountains  to  the 
North  River,  and  their  communications  preferved 
by  a  bridge.  Several  neceffary  motions  being  made 
to  malk  the  real  defign,  the  troops  were  landed  in 
two  diviiions,  at  fuch  a  diflance  from  their  objed, 
as  occafioned  a  confiderable  and  difficult  march 
through  the  mountains ;  which  was  however  cal- 
culated and  conducted  with  fuch  precifion,  that 
the  two  detachments  arrived  on  the  oppofite  fides 
Odi.  6.  of  the  creek,  and  began  their  feparate  attack  on  the 
forts,  at  nearly  the  fame  time.  The  furprize  and 
terror  of  the  garrifons  was  increafed  by  the  appear-* 
ance  of  the  fhips  of  war,  and  the  arrival  and  near 
fire  of  the  gallies,  which  approached  fo  clofe  as  to 
ftrike  the  walls  with  their  oars.  The  affault  on  both 
fides  of  the  creek  was  exceedingly  vigorous,  and 
the  impetuohty  of  the  troops  fo  great,  that  notv/ith- 
ftanding  a  very  confiderable  defence,  both  the  forts 
were  carried  by  ilorm.  As  the  foldiers  were  much 
irritated,  as  well  by  the  fatigue  they  had  under- 
gone, and  the  oppofition  they  met,  as  by  the  lofs 
of  fome  brave  and  favourite  officers,  the  ilaughter 
of  the  enemy  was  confiderable. 

Upo^r 
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Upon  the  lofs  of  the  forts,  the  rebels  fet  fire  to  1777. 
two  fine  new  frigates,  and  to  fome  other  veffels,  ^^-^"^^^^^ 
which  \vith  their  artillery  and  llores  were  all  con- 
fumed.  Another  fort  called  Conflitution,  was  in  a 
day  or  two  after,  upon  the  approach  of  the  com- 
bined land  and  naval  force,  precipitately  fet  on  fire 
and  abandoned.  General  Tryon  alfo,  at  the  head 
of  a  detachment,  delboyed  a  new  and  thriving 
fcttiement  called  Continental  Village,  which  con* 
tained  barracks  for  1500  men,  with  confiderable 
llores.  The  artillery  taken  in  the  three  forts^ 
amounted  to  G^j  pieces  of  different  fizes.  A  large 
quantity  of  artillery  and  other  flores,  with  ammu- 
nition and  provifions,  v/ere  alfo  taken.  A  large 
boom  and  chain,  the  making  of  which  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  coft  70,000].  and  the  ccnftrudion 
of  which  was  confidered  as  an  extraordinary  proof 
of  American  labour,  induftry,  and  fkill,  was  in  part 
deflroyed,  and  in  part  carried  away.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  American  lofs  in  value,  was  probably 
greater  than  upon  any  other  occafion  fmce  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  war.  Their  flrength^and  atten* 
tion  were  drawn  away  to  the  northward,  and  other 
things  muft  have  been  neglected,  whillt  they  applied 
both  to  the  principal  object. 

Our  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded  was  not  great  as 
to  number,  but  fome  diftinguifhed  and  much  la- 
mented officers  fell.  Of  thefe,  befides  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Campbell,  who  commanded  the  attack  on 
Fort  Montgomery,  Major  Sill,  was  from  the  general 
efleem  he  had  acquired  through  his  many  excellent 
quahties,  univerfally  regretted.  Major  Grant  of 
the  New  York  volunteers,  and  Count  Graboufki, 
a  Poiifh  nobleman,  and  Aid  de  Camp  to  General 
Clinton,  were  alfo  ilain  in  the  aiiault  on  thefe  forts. 

The  expedition  did  not  end  with  this  fuccefs. 
Sir  James  Wallace,  with  a  flying  fquadron  of  light 

S  f  f  frigates. 
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frigates,  and  General  Vaughan,  with  a  confiderabl'i: 
detachment  of  troops,  continued,  for  feveral  days, 
their  excurfion  up  the  river,  carrying  terror  and 
dedruclion  wherever  they  went.  At  the  very  time 
that  General  Burgoyne  was  receiving  the  moft 
favourable  conditions  for  himfelf  and  a  ruined 
army,  the  fine  village  or  town  of  Efopus,  at  no  very 
great  diltance,  was  reduced  to  allies,  and  not  a  houfe 
left  (landing.  The  extraordinary  devaflation  which 
attended  every  part  of  this  expedition,  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  which  we  are  not  judges,  was  productive 
of  a  pathetic  but  feverc  letter,  from  General  Gates, 
then  in  the  height  of  victory,  to  General  Vaughan. 

On  the  approach  of  Gates,  the  troops  and  velTels 
retired  to  New  York,  having  difmantled  the  forts, 
and  for  a  time  at  leaft,  having  left  the  river  defence- 
lefs.  But  that  enterprize,  though  conducted  v/ifh 
fpirit  and  ability,  was  of  little  moment  in  the  general 
account. 

Such  was  the  unfortunate  iflue  of  the  northern 
campaign  :  The  event  of  an  expedition  which  was 
undertaken  with  the  mofl  confident  hopes,  and  for 
Ibme  time  purfued  with  very  Mattering  appearances 
of  fuccefs.  It  was  fuppofed  the  principal  means  for 
the  immediate  reduction  of  the  colonies  ;  but  it  has 
only  ierved,  in  conjun(?cion  with  other  operations, 
which  in  the  firft  inlfance  have  fucceeded  better, 
to  demonfirate  the  diiliculties  attending  the  fubju- 
gation  of  a  numerous  people  at  a  great  diflance,  in 
an  extenfive  country  marked  with  if rong  lines,  and 
abounding  in  (Irong  natural  defences,  if  the  refources 
of  war  are  not  exceedingly  deficient,  and  that  the 
fpirit  of  the  people  is  in  any  degree  proportioned  to 
their  fituation.  It  may  now,  whatever  it  was  in  the 
beginning,  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  any  fupe- 
riority  of  power,  of-  wealth,  and  of  diicipline,  will 
be*  found  to  over-ballaacc  fuch  difficulties. 

It 
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iNwould  not  be  eafy  at  prefent,  as  many  things  1777. 
ncceir^ry  to  be  known  have  not  been  fully  explain-  ^^^^-^^^ 
ed,  anS  improper,  a$  the  whole  is  ftill  a  fubjecl  of 
public  investigation,  to  attempt  forming  any  judg- 
ment upon  the  general  plan  or  fyftem  of  this  cam- 
paign. The  general  conduct  of  the  war  this  year 
has  already  undergone  much  cenfure ;  and  un- 
doubtedly, the  fending  of  the  grand  army  at  fuch  a 
diftance  to  the  fouthward,  whilft  the  inferior  was 
left  (truggling  wdth  infurmountable  difficulties  in  the 
north,  when  it  would  feem  that  their  junclion  or 
co-operation,  would  have  rendered  them  greatly 
fuperior  to  any  force  which  could  have  been  poiTibly 
brought  to  oppofe  their  progrefs,  feems,  in  this 
view  of  things,  not  to  be  eafily  accounted  for.  It 
is,  however,  a  fubjed,  upon  which  no  conclufivc 
opinion  can  yet  be  formed.* 

*  As  the  misfortune  of  the  Northern  army  under  General 
Burgoyne,  was  the  fubjeft  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry  in  the 
feffion  of  1779,  we  have  inferted  in  the  Appendix  the  evi- 
dence at  large  of  the  principal  officers  under  General  Burgoyne, 
from  their  leaving  Quebec  to  the  convention  at  Saratoga.  On 
this  evidence  the  public  can  bed  form  an  opinion  to  what  caufes 
the  unfortunate  iffue  of  the  Northern  campaign  may  be  attri» 
huted. 
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CHAP.     XVIL 

State  of  Affairs  previous  to  the  Meeting  of  Parti arnent.      Confer 
quenccs    of  the  American    War    nvith    refpect   to    Covinierce. 
Condn5i  of  Fra?tce.     Stability  of  Adminifration    equally  fe- 
sured  by  good  or  bad  fticcefs.    Speech  froiti  the  Throne.      Motion 
for  certain  paper s^  after  lo?ig  dehates  rejected  upon  a  divifion* 
Clrcuntfances  attending  the  dlfclofure  of  the  unhappy   event  at 
Saratoga.      Lord  Chatham^ s  motion  for  the  orders  and  infruc- 
Jjons  to  General  Rurgoyne,    after  con llder able  debates y  rej;6ted 
npon   a  divlfion.      Debates  upon   a  fecojid  ^notion   by  the  fame 
noble  Lordy  relative   to  the  emploxyiietit  of  the  favages  in   the 
American  luar.      Motion  rejeSied  upon  a  divifron.     Subfcrip- 
tion  for    the  American  prifoners.     State  of  public    apfairs. 
Scheme  for  raifing  a  body  of  troops  to  fupply  the  lofs  at  Sara- 
toga.     Mr.  Fox's   motions  in  the  committee ^  relative  to  the 
fate  of  the  forces  In  America  fro?n ,  the  co7nme7iQement  of  the 
<voar,  and  the  lofes  fufained  on   that  ferv Ice,  rejected,  after* 
7nuch    debate.      Petition  froju  the    county  of  Norfolk.     Lord 
North's  conciliatory  propofttions.      Tnvo  bills  brought  In  thereon. 
Efefi  of  the  Mlnijhr^s  fpeech.     Conduct  of  the  minority  'with 
refpe^i  to  his  conciliatory  fcheme.     Mr.  Fox  fates  his  hiforma- 
tloti  of  .the  conchifion  of  a  treaty  betiveen  France  and  the  Ame-^ 
rlcan  deputies  ;  calls  upon  the  Mlnifer  for  an  explanation  on 
that  fubjefr.     Progrefs  of  the  hills.     Motion  by  Mr.  Greireilie 
reje^ed.     French  Declaration.     Royal  Meffage.      Great  De- 
bates  on  the  Addrefs,      Clrcumfances  relative  to  the  arrival 
of  General  Burgoyne.     Motion  by  Mr.  Vyner,  relative  to  the 
Canada  expedition.     A7nendment  i?ioved  hy  Mr.  Fox.     Expla- 
nations  of  his  fituatlon  and    conduct  hy   General  Burgoyne. 
Debate.     Mr.  Fox^s  amendment  rejected  on  a  divlfion.      Ori- 
ginal motion  fet  of  d^  by  the  previous  qu^h?}.      Speech  from  the 
Thro7ie, 

O  equal  fpace  of  time  for  feveral  years  pafi:, 
afforded  fo  little  domeflic  matter  worthy  of 
obfervation,  as  that  part  of  the  year  1777,  which 
elapfed  during  the  recefs  of  parliament.  Neither 
the  town  nor  the  country  prefented  any  new  objecb 
of  party  contention.  The  American  war,  and 
many  of  its  confequences,  were  now  fcarcely  ob- 
jects of  curiofity,  much  lefs  of  furprize  ;  and  being 
in  the  habit  of  deriving  no  benefit  from  our  colo- 
nies, and  of  confidering  them  only  in  a  liate  of  en- 
mity and  hoflility,  it  feemcd  as  if  their  total  Infs 

would 
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v/ould  be  no  longer  a  matter  of  much  wonder  or    1777. 
concern ;    but  that  rather  on  the   contrary,  that  ^-^^v^V 
cA'ent  would  be  felt,  as  a  ceiTation  from  war,  ex- 
pence  and  trouble,  ufually  is  felt  in  other  cafes. 

The  lofs  and  ruin  brought  upon  numbers  of  in-  No  appa- 
dividuals,  by  this  fatal  quarrel  between  the  mother  ^^nt 
country  and  her  colonies,  was  little  thought  of,  ^^^^E^  ^^ 
excepting   by  the   fuiierers,  and  had,   as  yet,  pro-  ^^^[1^ 
duced  no  apparent  change   in  the  face  of  public  produced 
aftairs.     For  although  our  foreign  commerce,  was  by  the 
by  this  time,  confiderably  embarrafl'ed,  and  loaded  Amen* 
with   extraordinary  charges;    although   it  was   al- ^^"^  ^^'^^* 
ready  reduced  in  fome  of  its  parts,  and  in  others, 
fuch  as  the  African  branch,  nearly  annihilated ;  it 
had  not  yet  received  thofe  ifrokes,  or  at  lead  they 
were  not  yet  fo  fenfibly  felt,    which  have  fmce 
iliaken  the  mercantile  intereif  of  this  country  to  a 
degree  which  it  had  not  often  before  experienced. 

Indeed  that  commerce,  which  had  fo  long  equally 
excited  the  envy  of  other  nations,  and  the  admi- 
ration of  mankind,  was  fo  immenfe  in  its  extent, 
and  involved  fuch  a  multitude  of  great  and  mate- 
rial objecls  in  its  embrace,  that  it  was  not  to  bc 
fliaken  by  any  ufual  convulfion  of  nature,  nor  to 
be  endangered  by  any  common  accident  of  fortune. 
It  accordingly  bore  many  fevere  fhocks,  and  fuf. 
tained  lolfes  of  a  prodigious  magnitude,  before  they 
^vere  capable  of  apparently  affeding  its  general 
fyilem. 

We  have  formerly  fhewn  that  the  American  war, 
from  its  peculiar  nature,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the 
cxpence,  with  which  it  was  condudled  and  fup- 
plied,  had  produced  a  new  fpecies  of  commerce, 
which,  however  ruinous  in  its  ultimate  efi^e£ts,  bad 
for  the  prefent  a  flattering  appearance.  For  this 
fubuitute,  including  v\l  the  traffick  appertaining  to 
or  conicquent  of  the  war,  as  well  as  the  commer- 
cial 
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1777.  cial  fpeculations  which  arofe  by  licenced  exception 
^""'^^r^u  or  evafion  of  the  feveral  retraining  afts  of  parlia- 
ment, afforded  employment,  like  a  great  and  legiti- 
mate commerce,  to  an  infinite  number  of  perlons, 
and  quantity  of  ihipping,  yielding  at  leait  equal 
benefits  to  the  grofs  of  thofe  who  were  concerned  ; 
and  far  greater  emoluments,  devoid  of  rifque,  or 
even  of  the  employment  of  much  capital,  to  the 
principals,  than  the  profits  of  any  real  or  open  trade 
could  pofTibly  admit. 

Thus,  however  frail  its  eflablifliment,  and  necef- 
farily  fhort  its  duration,  a  new,  powerful,  and  nu- 
merous connection  was  formed,  totally  diltindl 
from  the  great,  ancient,  mercantile  intereft  ;  and 
thus,  although  our  Gazettes  teemed  with  bank- 
ruptcies, generally  doubling  and  trebling  in  num- 
ber, whatever  had  been  ufually  known,  in  the  fame 
time,  in  this  country,  yet  the  gainers,  or  the  can- 
didates for  gain  in  the  new  adventures,  were  fo 
numerous,  and  prefented  fuch  an  appearance  of 
eafe,  afHuence,  and  content,  that  the  plaintive  but 
feeble  voice  of  the  unfortunate  was  little  attended 
to  ;  and  the  chearfulnefs  which  the  fplendour  and 
happinefs  of  the  former  fpread  all  around,  prevented 
any  gloomy  reiiecllons  from  arifmg  in  the  minds  of 
thofe  who  had  as  yet  no  fenfible  feeling  of  the 
public  ca.lamity. 

Coafts  of  It  is  true,  that  the  coafts  of  Great  Britain  and 
G.  Bri-  Ireland  were  infulted  by  the  American  privateers, 
tain  and  -^^  .^  manner  which  our  hardieft  enemies  had  never 
infulted  ventured  in  our  moft  arduous  contentions  with 
byArae-  foreigners.  Thus  were  the  inmoft  and  mofl  do- 
rican  meftic  rcceiTcs  of  our  trade  rendered  infecure  ;  and 
P"^'^"  a  convoy  for  the  protedion  of  the  linen  fhips  from 
Dublin  and  Newry,  was  now  for  the  firll  time  feen. 
The  Thames  alio  prefented  the  unufual  and  melan- 
choly fpeclacle,  of  numbers  of  foreign  ihips,  par- 
ticularly French,  taking  in  cargoes  of  Englilh  com- 
modities 


teers. 
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modities  for  various  parts  of  Europe,  the  property    1777. 
of  our  own  merchants,  who  were  thus  reduced  to  ^.^^v^^J 
feek   that   protection  under  the   colours    of  other 
nations,  which  the  Britifl;^  flag  ufed  to  afford  to  all 
the  world. 

Againd  this  mull  be  fet,  that  his  Majefly's  fhips 
took  a  prodigious  number  of  American  veifels, 
both  on  their  own  coalts  and  in  the  Welt  Indies. 
The  perfeverance  with  which  the  Americans  fup- 
plied  the  objects  for  thefe  captures,  by  continually 
building  new  Ihips,  and  feeking  new  adventures, 
feemed  almoft  incredible.  At  a  time  when  the 
whole  of  a  trade,  carried  on  under  fuch  difcourag- 
ing  circumltances,  feemed  to  be  extinguilhed,  the 
Gazettes  teemed  again  with  the  account  of  new  cap- 
tures ;  which,  though  for  the  greater  part,  they 
were  not  of  much  value  fmgly,  yet  furniihed,  at 
times,  fome  very  rich  prizes  ;  and,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, were  of  a  vaft  amount.  They  probably  much 
overballanced  the  loiies  which  we  fuflained  from 
their  privateers.  But  it  was,  to  a  thinking  mind, 
melancholy,  that  we  had  a  com.putation  of  that 
kind  to  make. 

The  conduct  of  France  during  this  whole  year,  Condud 
in  every  thing  that    regarded  England   and  Ame-  of  France 
rica,  was  fo  flightly  covered,  and  lo  little  quahfied,  ^^"^^  ^'^* 
that  it  feemed  to  leave  no  room  for  any  doubt,  (ex-  ^j^^j-ica. 
cepting  with  thofe  who  were   determined  to  place 
fo  implicit  a  faith  in  words,  as  to  admit  of  no  other 
fpecies  of  evidence)  as  to  the  part  which  ilie  would 
f.naliy  take  in  the  conteil.     As   ^^t  was  not  yet, 
hov/ever,  in  fufEcient  preparation  for  proceeding  to 
the  utmofi;  extremities,   nor  her  negociations  with 
the  Americans  advanced  to  an  abfoiute  determina- 
tion,   fhe    occafionally   relaxed    in   certain   points, 
when   flie  found  herfelf  fo   clofely  preffed  by  the 
Eritifh  minillers,    that    an   obilinate   perfeverance 

would 
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would  precipitate  matters  to  that  conclurion,  which 
flie  wifhed  forfome  time  longer  to  defer. 

Cunning-      Thus,  when  a  bold  American  adventurer,  one 
ham  com-  Cunningham,  had  taken  and  carried  into  Dunkirk, 
muted  to  ^^jj.j^  ^  privateer  fitted  out  at  that  port,  the  Engliih 
Dunkirk   P^^^^^  from  Holland,    and  fent   the  mail  to  the 
fortaking  American  miniilers  at  Paris,  it  then  feemed  necef- 
the  Eng-   jjary  in  fome  degree  to  difcountenance  fo  flagrant 
iifh  pac-    a  violation  of  good  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  of 
T?^/°?    the  (landing  treaties  between  the  two  nations,  and 
but  foon    even  of  the  particular  marine  laws  and  regulations 
after  re-    cftabllfhed  in  France,    in  regard  to  her  conduct 
ieafed.       with  the  people  of  other  countries.     Cunningham, 
and  his  crew,  were  accordingly  committed  for  fome 
fiiort  time  to  prifon.     Yet  this  appearance  of  fatis- 
faclion  was  done  away  by  the  circumilances  which 
attended  it.     For  Cunningham's  imprifonment  was 
reprefented  to  the  Americans,  as  proceeding  merely 
from  fome  informality  in  his  commilTion,  and  irre- 
gularity in  his  proceedings,  which  had  brought  him 
to,  if  not  within,  the  verge  of  piracy,  and  whicli 
were  too  glaring  to  be  entirely  palled  over  without 
notice.  And  he  was,  with  his  crew,  not  only  fpeedily 
releafed  from  their  mock  confmement,  but  he  was 
permitted  to  purchafe,    fit  out,  and   arm,  a  much 
ilronger  veffel,  and  better  failor  than  the  former, 

avowedly  to  infefl  as  before  the  Britifh  commerce. 
X-crd 
Stormont       j^  ^,^g  -^^  ^1^^  1^^^^^  |-j^^  ^l*  p^ijcy^  that  when  the 

order  French  Newfoundland  fiiliery  would  have  been  to- 

from  the  tally  intercepted  and  dcflroyed  in  cafe  of  an  imm.e- 

French  diatc  rupture,  and  that  the  capture  of  their  feamen 

^T^^\\  would  have  been  more  ruinous  and  irreparable,  than 

V^^  ^-       the  lofs  even  of  the  fhips  and  cargoes.  Lord  Stor- 
Ameii-  .  1  •  .     1  r         •  J 

canpii-     mont   obtamed,  m   that  cnncal  htuation,  an  order 

vateers      from  the  miniilers,  that  all  the  American  privateers, 

with  their  ^\'^\^  their  prizes,  fhould   immediately  depart   the 

P^'^f,  J     kincrdom.     Yet,  fatisfa6tory  as  this  compliance,  and 

fhouldde-  ^.^  t'  j  ^  j-  x^   .   a 

part  that   concluuvc  as  this  ordcr  appeared,  it  was  combated 
kingdom.  ^  *^" 
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\vlth  fucli  ingenuity,  and  fuch  expedients  pradifed 
to  defeat  its  eiiecls,  that  it  was  not  complied  with  in 
a  fingle  inflance  throughout  the  kingdom.  It,  how- 
ever, anfv/ered  th.e  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intend- 
ed, by  gaining  time,  and  opening  a  fubject  of  tedi- 
ous and  indecifive  controverfy,  until  the  French 
ihips  were  fafe  in  their  refpe£tive  ports-. 

It  v.-ouid  feem,  that  Monfr.  de  Sartlne,  the  French 
Miniilcr  of  the  marine,  and  great  advocate  for  the 
American  caufe,  was  determined,  that  whatever 
charges  of  duplicity  might  be  brought  againll  his 
country,  they  ihould  not  reft  perfonally  with  him- 
felf.  For  this  Miniiter,  upon  fome  reports  which 
tended  to  difcourage  the  commerce  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, as  if  the  court  would  not  protect  its  fubjedls 
in  conveying  the  produtls  of  that  continent  in  their 
yellels,  which  would  accordingly  become  legal 
prizes  to  the  Englilh  if  taken,  aifured  the  feveral 
chambers  of  commerce  by  a  public  inftrumcnt, 
and  indirect  contravention  of  all  our  navigation -^^  ^"^^ 
laws,  that  the  King  was  determined  to  afford  the 
fulled:  protection  to  their  commerce,  and  would  re- 
claim all  fliips  that  were  taken  under  that  pretext; 

Upon  the  whole,  whatever  evafion  Or  duplicity 
might  have  appeared  in  the  language  or  profeilions 
of  France,  her  conduct  was  fo  unequivocal  in  the 
courfe  of  this  bufmefs,  that  the  only  matter  of  fur- 
prize  vv'ouid  be,  if  it  could  be  thought  poiiible  that 
ihe  impofed  upon  any  people  by  the  one,  or  that 
they  could  miftake  her  defigns  in  the  other.  It  in^ 
deed  required  no  great  fagacity  to  difcover,  that  fhe 
had  now  requi  red  fo  thorough  a  reHfli  for  the  iweets  of 
the  American  commerce,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the 
moft  irrefiftible  necelTity,  could  induce  her  to  forego 
the  poffellion  cf  what  fhe  had  obtained,  and  the 
vail  hopes  with  which  Ihe  flattered  herfelf  in  future. 
But  as  yet  file  waited  the  event  of  the  American 
campaign,   and  the  completion  of  her  naval  equip- 

T  t  t  ments. 
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ments,  (which  were  ciirried  on  with  the  greateft 
dilligence  and  in  the  moft  public  manner  at  Breit 
and  Toulon,)  before  flie  rifqued  any  decifive  flep. 

No  change  of  any  fort,  whether  by  death,  removal 
or  internal  arrangement,  had  taken  place  in  admini- 
ftration  during  the  recefs.  Every  day  of  the  Ame* 
rican  war  rivetted  the  minifters  fafter  in  their  feats. 
Good  and  bad  fuccefs  produced  the  fame  efFe6t  ia 
that  relpe^t.  In  the  former  inftance,  who  could  be 
deemed  fo  fitting  to  conclude  the  bufinefs^,  as  thofe 
by  whom  it  was  framed,  and  fo  far  happily  conduct- 
ed ?  In  the  other,  who  could  be  found  hardy 
enough  to  undertake  the  completion  of  a  ruinous 
fyltem,  which,  befides  its  failure  already  in  the  exe- 
cution, was  orginally,  and  in  its  nature,  clogged  with 
infinite  difliculty  and  danger  ?  Thus  fituated,  and 
fupported  by  an  uncontroulable  force  in  parliament, 
it  feemed  that  nothing  could  difturb  their  repofe, 
until  the  prcfent  American  fyflem  was  in  feme  man- 
ner difpofed  of. 

Nov.  20.  The  fpeech  from  the  throne  exprefTed  great  fatis- 
Q  ,  fadion  in  havine;  recourfe  to  the  wifdom  and  fup- 
from  the  P^^^  ^^  parliament  m  this  conjuncture,  when  the 
throne,  continuance  of  the  rebellion  in  America  demanded 
their  mod  ferious  attention.  The  powers  with 
which  parliament  had  entrufted  the  crown  for  the 
fupprellion  of  the  revolt,  were  declared  to  have 
been  faithfully  exerted  ;  and  a  juft  confidence  was 
exprelTed,  that  the  courage  and  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers, with  the  fpirit  and  intrepedity  of  the  forces, 
would  be  attended  with  important  fuccefs  ;  but  un- 
der a  perfuafion  that  both  houfes  would  fee  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  preparing  for  fuch  further  operations,  as  the 
contingencies  of  the  war,  and  the  obflinacy  of  the 
rebels  might  render  expedient,  his  Majefty  was,  for 
that  purpofe,  purfuing  the  proper  meafures  for  keep- 
ing the  land  forces  complete  to  their  prefent  eflabhih- 
mentj  andif  helliouldhaveoccalion  toincreafethem, 

by 
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by  contracting  any  new  engagements,  a  reliance  was     1777. 
placed  on  their  zeal  and  public  Ipirit  to  enable  him 
to  make  -them  good. 

Although  repeated  afTuranccs  were  received  of 
the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  foreign  powers,  yet  as 
the  armaments  in  the  ports  of  France  and  Spain 
were  continued,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to 
make  a  confiderable  augmentation  to  our  naval 
force  ;  it  being  equally  determined  not  to  difturb 
the  peace  of  Europe  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  be  a 
faithful  guardian  of  the  honour  of  the  crown  on  the 
other. 

The  Commons  were  informed,  that  the  various 
fervices  which  had  been  mentioned,  would  una- 
voidably require  large  fupplies  ;  and  a  profcfTion 
was  made,  that  nothing  could  relieve  the  royal 
mind  from  the  concern  which  it  felt  for  the  heavv 
charge  they  mud  bring  on  the  people,  but  a  con- 
viction of  their  being  neceffary  for  the  vvelfare  and 
eflential  interefls  of  theie  kingdoms. 

The  fpeech  concluded,  with  a  refolution  of  (leadi- 
ly  purfuing  the  meafures  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged for  the  re-eftablilhment  of  that  couilitutioiaal 
fubordination,  which  his  Majefiy  was  determined 
to  maintain  through  the  feverai  parts  of  his  domi- 
nions ;  accompanied  with  a  proleliion  ot  being 
watchful  for  an  opportunity  of  putting  a  ftop  to 
the  effufion  of  the  blood  of  ins  fubjeds  ;  a  renewal 
or  continuance  of  the  former  hope,  that  the  deluded 
and  unhappy  multitude  would  return  to  their  alle- 
giance, upon  a  recoUedion  of  the  bleilings  of  their 
former  government,  and  a  comparifon  with  the 
miferies  of  their  prefent  fituation  ;  and  a  declara- 
tion, that  the  reiloration  of  peace,  order  and  confi- 
dence to  his  American  colonies,  would  be  conlidered 
by  his  Majelly  as  the  greated  happinefs  of  his  life, 
and  the  Qreatefl  glorv  of  his  reign. 

^'  Tlie 
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The  addreffes  were  fo  exactly  in  the  prefent 
eflablifhed  ftyle  and  forn^,  and  in  fuch  perfect  unifoii 
with  the  fpeech,  that  any  particular  notice  of  them 
would  be  needlefs.  All  the  meafures  which  it  held 
out,  whether  in  acl  or  defign,  were  applauded;  its 
pohtions  confirmed  ;  and  an  unlimited  concurrence 
agreed.  The  minillers  received  their  ufual  portion 
of  praife  in  that  fliare  alligned  to  the  prudence  and 
wifdoni  of  our  public  counfels  ;  and  the  lirmnefs, 
dignity,  humanity,  and  paternal  tendernefs  expreif- 
ed  in  the  fpeech,  were  highly  extolled. 

From  this  time  to  the  recefs,  and  indeed  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  feilion,  enquiry  into  the 
conducf  of  public  affairs,  whether  particular  or 
general,  became  the  great  objecl  of  oppofnion  in 
both  Houfes. 

Difclo-  On  the  difcloiure  of  the  melancholy  cataflrophe 

fure  of       of  General  Burgoyne^s  expedition,  and  the  unhappy 
the  un-      jp^^g  q£  ^I^^  brave  but  unfortunate  northern  army  afc 
frtc^of       Saratoga.     A  difclofure,  which  excited  no  lefe  con- 
General     fternation,  grief,  and  allonifliment  in  both  houfe|. 
Bur-         than  it  did  of  difmay  on  the  fide  of  the  minifters. 
goyne.       "j^|>^e  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  American  depart- 
ment, being   called  upon  by  a  gentleman  in  oppo- 
fition  for  the  purport  of  the  difpatches  which  were 
received  from  Canada,  was  the  unwilling  relater  of 
that  melancholy  event,  in  the  Hovife  of  Commons. 

This  of  courfe  brought  out,  with  frefli  fervour, 
and  additional  afperity,  all  the  cenfures  and  charges 
that  ever  had  been,  or  that  could  be  paflfed  or  made, 
whether  relative  to  tlie  principle  or  policy, of  the 
conteft,  the  conduct  of  the  war,  or  the  general  in- 
capacity of  the  miniflers.  After  condemning  and 
reprobating  the  latter  in  terms  of  the  utmofi:  feverity, 
the  oppofnion  applied  the  moll:  pathetic  exprefiions 
which  our  language  affords,  to  deplore  the  fate 
of  the  gallant  General   and  his   brave  army,  who, 

they 
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they  fald,  after  furmomiting  toils,  dangers,  and  1777. 
difficulties,  which  fhould  have  crowned  them  with  ^^^''^^"^ 
lailing  glory  and  honour,  and  fhewing  themfelves 
fiiperior  to  every  thing,  excepting  only  the  injuftice 
of  the  caufe  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  the 
inherent  flitallty  of  that  ill-ftarred  diredion  under 
which  they  acted,  were  fo  overwhelmed  in  the  joint 
operation  of  thefe  concurring  caufes,  as  not  only  to 
be  plunged  into  irretrievable  ruin,  but  alfo,  what 
had  never  before  liappeued  to  fuch  men,  nor  could 
ever  again  be  the  reward  of  fuch  aclions,  they  were 
finally  funk  into  difgrace. 

They  condemned  the  whole  plan  and  defign  of 
the  expedition  in  the  mod  unqualified  terms.  Said, 
that  it  was  an  abfurd,  an  inconhftent,  and  an  im- 
pra(flicable  fcheme,  unworthy  of  a  Britiih  minifter, 
and  Vv^hich  the  Chief  of  a  tribe  of  favages  would 
have  been  aihamed  to  acknowledge.  They  re- 
mined  the  An^erican  minliler  that  they  were  not 
judging  from  events,  but  how  often  and  earneftly 
they  had  warned  him  of  the  fatal  confequences  of 
his  favourite  plan.  When  they  had  truly  foretold 
the  event,  they  were  only  laughed  at,  and  told  they 
were  fpeaking  in  propliccy ;  was  he  yet  fati^fied  of 
the  truth  of  their  predictions  ? 

Ignorance,  they  faid,  had  flampcd  every  ftep 
taken  during  the  expedition  ;  but  it  was  the  igno- 
rance of  the  Miniiter,  not  of  the  General ;  a  minif- 
ter who  would  venture,  fitting  in  his  clofet,  to 
dire€l,  not  only  the  general  operations,  but  all  the 
particular  movements,  of  a  war  carried  on  in  the 
interior  defarts  of  America,  and  at  a  diftance  of 
three  thouland  miles.  A  jundion  between  Howe  * 
and  Burgoyne  was  the  ob{e6t  of  this  expedition ;  a 
meafure  which  might  be  eiteded  without  difficulty 
by  fea  in  lefs  than  a  month  ;  but  the  Minifter 
choofes  it  fliould  be  performed  by  land,  and  what 
means  does  he  ufe  for  the  accompUfhment  of  this 

purpofe  ? 
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1777.    purpofe  ?  Why  truly,  fald  they,  as  it  was  neceflary 


V^^>^NJ 


for  the  armies  to  meet,  it  might  have  been  reafon- 
ably  imagined,  that  the  northern  army  would  have 
advanced  to  the  fouthward,  or  the  fouthern  to  the 
northward ;  or  if  it  were  intended  that  they  Ihould 
meet  any  where  about  the  center,  that  they  would 
both  have  fet  out  in  thofe  directions  about  the  fame 
time  ;  but  the  Minifler  defpihng  fuch  fimple  and 
natural  means  of  effecting  a  junction,  difpatches  one 
army  from  New- York  dill  farther  fouth,  and  fends 
the  other  to  follow  it  from  Canada  in  the  fame  di- 
rection ;  fo  that  if  they  both  continued  their  courfe 
till  doomfday,  it  would  be  impolTible  for  them  to 
meet. 

But  the  noble  Lord,  they  faid,  was  the  implicit 
flave  of  report,  and  the  continual  dupe  to  the  falfe 
informations  of  men,  who  were  interefted  in  his 
deception  ;  men  who  profited  of  the  common  cala- 
mities of  England  and  America.  Thus  on  one 
day  we  had  only  a  trifling  mob  to  quell ;  nine  tenths 
of  the  people  were  not  only  zealoufy  but  violently 
attached  to  government  ;  and  yet,  moft  llrange  to 
tell,  this  vaft  majority  of  the  people,  as  if  loyalty 
had  deprived  them  of  all  the  powers  and  properties 
of  men,  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  fleeced  and  driven 
like  flieep,  by  that  ragged  handful  of  their  own 
rabble.  The  next  dav,  when  we  were  to  ranllick 
Europe  for  troops,  and  exhaull  Great  Britain  to 
maintain  them,  the  Americans  were  fuddenly  be- 
come numerous  and  powerful.  The  delufion  was 
then  become  highly  contagious  ;  and  they  were  to 
be  brought  to  their  fenles  by  nothing  fliort  of  the 
exertion  of  the  whole  ftrength  of  this  country. 
Again,  we  were  told  that  the  Americans  were  all 
cowards ;  a  grenadier's  cap  was  fufficient  to  throw 
whole  provinces  into  panics  ;  it  feemed,  however, 
odd  enough,  that  55,000  men,  with  an  immenfe 
naval  force,  fliould  be  fent  to  reduce  poltrons.  Will 
the   miniller  now  venture   to  fay,  that  the  gallant 

army 
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army  at  Saratoga,  with  a  noble  artillery,  and  con-  1777 
ducted  by  officers  of  the  moft  diltinguiihed  merit,  '  '^ 
were  compelled  to  the  difgrace  of  refigning  their 
arms  and  their  liberty,  by  a  wretched  contemptible 
rabble  without  Ipirit  or  diicipline  ?  But  fuch,  they 
faid,  was  the  mifreprefentation  and  falfehood,  w^hich 
partly  intended  to  impoie  upon  the  nation,  and 
partly  operating  upon  the  wretched  folly,  credulity, 
and  incapacity  of  the  miniilers  themfelves,  had  al- 
ready led  to  the  lois  of  America,  and  to  our  prefent 
Hate  of  calamity  and  difgrace ;  and  which,  under 
the  foftering  influence  of  that  preverfe  blindnefs  and 
obdinacy,  which  have  been  fo  long  the  bane,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  only  diftinclion  of  our  public 
counfels,  would  terminate  in  the  final  deftrudion  of 
this  country. 

The  time  and  occafion  did  not  ferve  for  bold 
words  or  lofty  language  on  the  fide  of  adminftra- 
tion.  The  miniiters,  indeed,  were  fuificientiy 
humbled.  The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
acknowledged  that  he  was  unfortunate.  He,  at  the 
fame  time,  juftilied  his  intentions ;  and  declared 
that  he  was  and  would  be  ready,  whenever  the  ge- 
neral voice  of  the  Houfe  defired  it,  to  enter  into  an 
explanation  of  his  condud,and  a  defence  of  his  mea- 
fures.  He  alio  declared,  that  no  man  from  the  be- 
ginning had  wiihed  more  earneftly  for  peace  than  he 
had  done  himfelf,  nor  would  do  more  to  obtain  it 
now  ;  and  that  if  the  laying  down  his  place  and  his 
honours  could  accomplilh  that  wiihed  for  purpofe, 
he  would  gladly  rengn  thv^m  all.  He  faid,  that  he 
had  been  dragged  to  his  place  agalnfl  his  will ;  but 
that  however  dil'agreeable  it  might  be,  whilfl  he 
continued  in  pofleihon,  he  would  fupport  it  to  the 
befl  of  his  power.  He  concluded  by  obferving, 
(the  Houfe  being  then  in  a  committee  of  fupply) 
that  whatever  their  future  determination  as  to  peace 
or  war  miglu  be,  it  was  neceflary  they  fhould  grant 
the  fupplies  which  were  now  demanded ,  as,  if  even 

a  ceffa- 
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1777.     a  ceflation  of  arms  flioulci  take  place,  the  expences 
VVn^    mult  ftill  continue,  until  the  armies  were  brought 
home  and  difcharged  or  reduced. 

The  American  Minifler  declared,  that  he  tvas 
ready  to  fubmit  his  conducl:  in  planning  the  late 
expedition  to  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe.  If  it 
appeared  impotent,  weak,  and  ruinous,  let  the 
cenfure  of  the  Houfe  fall  upon  him.  He  Vv'as 
ready  to  abide  it,  as  every  Minifler  who  had  the 
welfare  of  his  country  at  heart,  fhould  at  all  tiraes,^ 
he  faid,  be  ready  to  have  his  conducl  fcnitinized 
by  his  country*  But  having  alfo  faid  fomething^ 
of  willing  that  the  Houfe  would  not  be  over  haity 
in  condemnation,  that  they  would  fufpend  their 
judgment  on  the  condu6l  both  of  the  General  and 
of  the  Minifler  relative  to  this  unhappy  event ; 
hoping  that  the  conducl  of  both  would  appear  free 
from  guilt ;  thefe  expreilions,  or  fome  others  of 
the  fame  nature,  being  confidered  as  tending  to  cri- 
minate, or  infmuate  blame  on  the  General,  were 
highly  refented  on  the  other  fide,  and  contributed 
not  a  little  to  that  feverity  of  cenfure  which  he  ex- 
perienced on  this  day. 

During  thefe  tranfadions  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, the  bufmefs  in  that  of  the  Lords,  abilracled 
from  the  fupplies,  was  condu(£led  upon  the  fame 
ground,  and  in  general  with  the  fame  eirc£l.  Tlie 
Duke  of  Richmond  had  moved  for  an  enquiry 
into  the  flate  of  the  nation,  on  the  fame  day  that 
Mr.  Fox  had  made  his  motion  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons. Xhe  enquiry  v.  as  alfo  fixed  to  the  fair.e 
date  in  both  ;  and  the  fubfequent  motions  for  pa- 
pers and  information  made  by  his  grace,  corref- 
ponded  with  thofe  in  the  other  Houfe,  and  were 
agreed  to  in  the  fame  manner. 

.    On  the  5th  of  December^  the  Earl  of  Chatham 
moved,    tli?,t  copies  of  orders  and  inftrudions  to 

General 
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General 'Surgoyne,   relative   to  the  northern  expe-    1777. 
dition,  lliould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.     The  noble   ^-^^v^*-' 
Earl  introduced  his  motion  with  a  fpeech  of  confi'-  -s/r^^-^ 
derable  length,  in  which  he  dilTeded  and  reprobat-  }„  th 
ed  fevcral  parts  of  that  from  the  throne  without  re-  Houfe  of 
ferve  or  cerenioiiy  ;  and  taking   a  large  fweep  into  ^o^'^s  by 
public  mcafures.    he    feemed    to    fummon   ail  the  i'f '"^, 

ri  •      1  ITT'-  11  Lhatnam, 

powers  or  nis  eloquence, and  all  his  natural  vehemence,  i-eia^ive 
to  thcdiiedcenfurcof  the  miniilers,  andthe  mod  un-  to  the 
quahhed  condemnation  of  their  condu£l.    Among  o*-  northern 
ther  caufes,  to  which,  in  this  courfe,  he  attributed  the  e^petii- 
unhappy  change  vv'hich  had  taken  place  in  our  public  ^""""  ^ 
afiairs,  he  particularly  reprobated,   in  terms  of  the  j^^^- 
greateli   bitternefs,  a  court  fyilem,    which  he  faid,  goyne. 
had  been  introduced  and  perfevered  in  for  the  lail 
fifteen  years,  of  Icofening  and  breaking  all  connec- 
tion ;   deltroying  all  faith  and  confidence  ;  and  ex- 
tinguiliiing  all  principle,  in    different  orders  of  ths 
connnunity.     A  few  men,  he  faid,  had  got  an  afcen- 
dency,   where  no  man  ihould  have  a  perfonal  afcen-  : 

dency  ;  by  having  the  executive  powers  of  the 
irate  at  their  command,  they  had  been  furniflied 
with  the  means  of  creating  divifions,  and  familiar- 
izing treachery.  Thus  were  obfcure  and  unknown, 
men ;  men  totally  unacquainted  wdth  public  bufi- 
nefs ;  pliable,  not  capable  men  ;  and  the  dregs,  or 
renegades  of  parties,  brought  into  the  higheif  and 
mod:  refponfible  ftations ;  and  by  fuch  men,  was 
this  once  glorious  empire  reduced  to  its  prefent  ifate 
of  danger  and  difgrace.  Then  rihng  into  his  ufual 
ft)rce  of  exprefTion  :  the  fpirit  of  delufion,  he  faid^ 
had  gone  forth—The  miniilers  had  impofed  on  the 
people.— Parliament  had  been  induced  to  fanclify 
the'impofition.—Falfe  lights  had  been  held  out  to 
the  country  gcnticmen.—They  had  been  feduced 
into  the  iupport  of  a  mofi  deflructive  war  under  the 
impreffion,  that  the  land  tax  would  have  been  dimin- 
ifhed  by  the  means  of  an  American  revenue.  But 
tlie    yifionary  phantome,  thus  conjured   up  for  the 

17  u  u  bafell 
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1777.    bafell  of  all  purpofcs,    that  of  deception,  was  now 
^-v— ^   about  to  vaniih. 

The  debate  was  long,  animated,  and  well  fupport- 
ed  on  both  fides.  The  Miniflers,  though  plainly 
fomewhat  depreifed,  defended  themfelves  with  refo- 
lution.  They  faid  they  knew  nothing  of  the  private 
influence  that  had  been  talked  of.  That  it  was  a 
topic  taken  up  or  laid  down  by  men  as  it  fuited  their 
views.  That  they  never  had  impofed  on  the  peo- 
ple or  on  parliament ;  but  communicated  fuch  infor- 
mation as  was  true,  provided  it  was  fate.  That  they 
liad  never  laid  any  thing  falfe  before  them  ;  but  be 
the  event  w  hat  it  would,  they  never  would  repent 
the  vigorous  fleps  they  had  taken  for  aflerting  the 
rights  of  parliament,  and  the  dignity  of  their  coun- 
try. The  queilion  being  at  length  put,  the  motion 
was  rejected  on  a  divifion  by  a  majority  of  40  to  19. 

The  noble  Earl  then  immediately  moved  for  an 
addrefs  to  lay  before  them  copies  of  all  the  orders 
or  treaties  relative  to  the  employment  of  the  favages, 
acting  in  conjundion  with  the  Britifii  troops  againfl 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Britiili  colonies  in  North 
America,  with  a  copy  of  the  inllr  unions  given  by 
General  Burgoyne  to  Colonel  St.  Leger. 

As  no  meafure  had  ever  been  marked  with  a 
greater  feverity  of  language,  or  had  excited  ftronger 
appearances  of  difguli  and  horror,  than  that,  to 
which  the  motion  related,  the  Miniib^rs  were  accord- 
ingly very  tender  upon  the  fubjecl,  and  could  ill  dif- 
guifc  the  indignation  and  relentment  which  they 
ielt,  at  its  being  lb  frequently  and  vexatioufly  brought 
within  obfervation.  And  as  the  noble  frame?  of 
the  prefent  motion,  had  been  among  the  foremofL 
in  his  cenfures  on  the  fubjeft ,  and  that  the  bitternefs 
of  his  late  fpeech  w^as  not  yet  worn  oif  5  the  matter 
was  taken  up  with  great  warmth.  The  ilime  argu- 
ments ufed  to  defend  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 

were 
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v;ere  relied  upon  in  the  Lords.  The  Minidry  llrong-    1777. 
lyailerted  the  juftice  and  the  propriety  of  the  meafure,   ^^.^v-v^ 
on  principle  and  on    example.     As  Lord  Chatham 
had  affcrted  that  when  he  was  Minifter,    he  had  al- 
ways declined  to  make  ule  of  fo  odious  an  inflru- 
ment    in    the    lall    war,  though  a  foreign  one,  this 
aiTcrtion    was  flatly  contradicted  by  the   King's  fer- 
vants,   who  faid   they  were  able    to   lay  before  the 
Lloufe  proofs  from  the  records  of  office,  of  his  hav- 
ing given  orders  to  treat  with  the  favages  for  their 
alTiftance.     Appeals  were  made  to  the  noble  Lord 
who  then  commanded  in  America,  and  had  taken 
his  inflructions  from  Mr.  Pitt,  at  that  time  Secretary 
of  State,  whether  he  had  not  fuch  in  his  army,  and 
v/hether  he  was  not  authorifed  to  ufe  them.     The 
Lords  of  the  mmority  contended,  that  the  cafe  of  a 
foreign  war,  where  the  affeclionsof  the  people  are  no 
object,  made  a  difference  ;   and  that  the  French  had 
made  ufe  of  the  fame  inftrument  to  a  much  greater 
degree,  which  might  juilify  retaliation.     The  debate 
was   attended  with  an    unufual  degree  of  charge, 
denial,  perfonality,  and  acrimony  ;   in  which  courfe 
of  painful  altercation,^a  noble  Earl,  who  had  lately       » 
poffeffed  a  principal   government  in  America,  both 
took,    and  endured    no  inconfiderable  Ihare.     The 
motion  w^as  at  length  thrown  out  by  the  previous 
quellion,  about    1 1  o*clock   at   night,   the  majority 
being  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  foregoing  divifion. 


Great   complaints   were    about  this   time   circu- -Great 
lated,  that  the  Ajuerlcan  prifoners  in  this  country,  ^""^-      ,, 

1  1  -  I  1         1      J  i        ^    J  plaints  ot 

w^ho   amounted   to   leveral  hundreds,   ^^'^^^  ^^^-^'^-^^d  Jj^^^^^^^_ 
with  a  degree  of  rigour  winch   fell  little  ihort  of  ^ent  ^f 
cruelty.     Thefe  rumours  extended  even  to  France;  the  Ame- . 
and  occafioned  the  American  deputies  in  that  coun-  ^ican 
try,  after  an  unfuccefsfui  attempt  to  edabliili  a  cartel  P^'^^^ners. 
with  the  Britiih  Minitler  at  Paris,  to  tranfnit  a  let- 
ter, couched  in  Itrong  terms  of  complaint,  to  the 
rn-it  Lord  of  the  Treaiury  upon  the  fubjecf.     This 
letter  contained  a  particular  cir.irge,  which,  though 

we 
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1777.  we  think  not  to  be  true  in  the  manner  flated,  we 
are  forry  not  to  have  feen  publicly  refuted,  viz. 
that  a  number  of  thefe  unhappy  people,  were  now 
in  a  flate  of  bondage,  on  the  coafts  of  Africa,  and 
in  the  Eail  Indies,  who  had  been  compelled  to  fub- 
mit  to  that  condition,  under  the  menaces  of  an 
immediate  and  ignominious  death.  We  have  fome 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  this  charge  related  more  par- 
ticularly to  fome  of  thofe  prifoners  who  had  been 
taken  in  Canada,  and  who  being  partly  terrified 
by  threats,  and  partly  unable  to  v/itliflaud  the 
miferies  of  their  confinement,  which  were  aggra- 
vated for  me  purpofe,  entered  as  foidiers  into  our 
fervice,  merely  as  a  means  of  facilitating  their 
efcape.  Several  of  thefe  being  taken  in  the  a6l  of 
defertion,  and  being  liable  to  death  by  our  military 
laws,  which  could  afford  no  provifion  for  the  force 
or  terror  inider  which  they  had  atled,  poilibly 
might  have  obtained  their  forfeit  lives,  on  condi- 
tion of  their  being  lent  to  garrifon  fome  of  our 
forts  on  the  coall  of  Africa,  or  of  their  entering 
for  life  into  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  company. 

As  to  the  prifoners  who  were  kept  in  England, 
their  penury  and  diilrefs  was  undoubtedly  great, 
and  was  much  increafed  by  the  fraud  and  cruelty 
of  thofe  who  were  entrufted  with  the  government 
and  fupply  of  their  prifons.  For  thefe  perfons,  who 
indeed  never  had  any  orders  for  ill  treatment  of 
the  prifoners,  or  countenance  in  it,  having  how^ 
ever,  not  been  overlooked  with  the  utmoil  vigi- 
lance, befides  their  peculiar  prejudices  and  natural 
cruelty,  confidered  their  ofEces  only  as  lucrative 
jobs,  which  were  created  merely  for  their  emolu- 
ment. Whether  there  was  not  fome  exaggeration, 
as  ufually  there  is,  in  thefe  accounts,  it  is  certain, 
that  though  the  fubfiflencc  allowed  them  by  govern- 
ment, would  indeed  have  been  futlicient,  ii  honeftly 
adminiifered,  to  have  fuihiined  human  nature,  in 
refped  to  the  mere  article  of  food,  yet  the  want  of 

clothes, 
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clothes,  firing,  and  bedding,  with  all  the  other  va- 
rious articles  which  cuitom  or  nature  render  con- 
ducive to  health  and  comfort,  became  particularly 
infupportable  in  the  extremity  of  the  winter.  In 
confequence  of  complaints  made  by  the  prifoners, 
the  matter  was  very  humanely  taken  up  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  by  Lord  Abmgdon,  who  moved  for 
accounts  relative  to  their  treatment  ;  and  ibon 
after,  a  liberal  fubfcription  was  carried  on  in  Lon- 
don and  other  parts  with  the  enlarged  fpirit  v,^hich 
diflinguiuics  this  nation,  and  with  only  a  night  op- 
pofition  in  the  beginning,  as  being  officioully  fup- 
pofed  a  mieafvux  not  pleafmg  to  Miniltry.  This 
fubfcription,  co-operating  with  a  ilricxer  attention 
on  the  part  of  government,  provided  a  fuiHcient 
remedy  for  the  evil. 

The  lofs  of  the  northern  army  v/ith  refpe£l  to  all 
future  fervice  in  the  American  war,  feemed  a  fatal 
check  to  that  favourite  fyllem  of  conqueii:  and 
unconditional  fubmifiion,  which  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  (LedfalHy  perfevered  in  by  the  court.  Nor 
were  other  matters  relative  to  the  war,  much  more 
favourable  to  the  fcheme  of  coercion.  The  fuc- 
ceffes  on  the  fide  of  Penfylvania,  though  many  and 
Gonfiderable,  and  what  in  other  cafes  would  have 
been  followed  by  more  decifive  c£fe6:s,  by  no  means 
anfvvered  the  hopes  that  were  formed  on  that  expe- 
dition ;  nor  did  the  prefent  flate  of  affairs  there, 
indicate  any  fuch  future  advantage,  as  might  coun- 
tervail the  lofs  in  the  other.  The  refources  in  Ger- 
many were  nearly  exhauited.  Men  were  not  only 
procured  with  difficulty,  but  one  of  the  great  powers, 
actually  refufed  a  paffage  through  a  fkirt  of  his 
dominions,  to  a  body  of  thofe  which  were  already 
in  the  Britifli  fervice.  Although  this  difficulty  was 
evaded,  at  the  expence  of  a  long  circuitous  m.arch, 
and  much  lofs  of  time  ;  it  became  however  evi- 
dent, from  that  and  other  cirucmflances,  that  the 
utmoil  v/hich  could  be  expected  in  future  from  that 

coun- 


5 1 8]  rZ'^  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  ^/  the         Chap.  XVII. 

1777.    country,  would  be  to  recruit  the  German  forces 
^^-^^"^^^  already  in  America. 

Under  thefe  difagreeable  circumllances  v\M*th 
refpcd:  to  America,  the  afpecl  of  affairs  was  be- 
coming every  day  more  louring  and  dangerous  in 
Europe,  indeed  tlie  conduci:  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon had  been  long  fo  unequivocal,  that  nothing  lei's 
than  that  fort  of  blindnefs,  in  which  the  mind  is  too 
liable  to  be  involved  by  the  eagernefs  of  a  favou- 
rite purfuit,  could  have  permitted  the  poiiibility 
even  of  a  doubt,  as  to  their  prefent  views,  and  ulti- 
.  mate  defigns.  Yet  notwithilanding  all  thefe  dif- 
ficulties, loifcs,  and  dangers,  the  fyltem  of  conquell, 
or  of  compelling  the  Americans  by  force  to  a 
return  of  their  duty,  vvas  fo  ftrongly  fupported,  and 
fo  hrmly  adhered  to,  that  it  feems  to  have  been  liill 
determined  in  fpite  of  lofs  and  misfortune,  to  per- 
fcvere  in  it  to  the  lalt,  and  that  even  if  it  fliould 
be  thought  expedient  to  offer  terms  of  peace,  on 
which  point  there  feemed  to  be  fome  diiference 
among  the  Miniflers,  yet  all  agreed,  that  whatever 
terms  mipht  be  held  out  with  the  one  hand,  ihould 
be  enforced  with  the  fword  by  the  other. 

For  the  fupport  of  this  determination,  a  meafure 
of  no  fmall  difhculty  became,  however,  indifpenfa- 
bly  necelfary.  This  was  to  eltablifh  fach  a  body  of 
new  troops  at  home,  as  would  not  only  fupply  the 
place  of  Burgoyne's  army,  but  alio  help  to  fill  up 
the  wide  chahiis,  which  death,  wounds,  ficknefs 
and  desertion,  had  made  in  the  remaining  force  in 
America,  by  fending  out  full  and  complete  regi- 
ments, to  replace  thole  who  had  fullered  mod  in 
tlie  war.  For  tlie  fending  any  more  of  the  old  bat- 
ta!i(ms  from  England  or  Ireland,  without  the  leaving 
.  of  fome  corps  in  their  place,  equal  at  leaft  to  them 
in  point  of  number,  was  a  meafure  which  would 
have  met  with  a  violent  oppoiition  in  both  king- 
doms.    Nor  can   it   pofliblv  be    fuppofed    that  the 

Mi- 
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Minifters,  however  they  found  it  necelTary  to  dlf-    1777. 
guile  or  conceal  their  fentiments,  could  be  free  from  v^^v>^ 
'tipprehcnfion  that  the  time  was  approaching,  when 
our  home  force    v.ould  be   neceilary  for  our  home 
defence. 

But  although  the  neccility  of  raifmg  a  confider- 
able  body  of  new  troops,  was,  on  this  ground  of 
policy,  fufficiently  evident,  the  means  of  accomplifli- 
ing  that  purpofe  were  by  no  means  fo  obvious.  The 
late  misfortune,  and  the  little  apparent  room  for 
hope  which  now  remained  for  bettering  our  condi- 
tion by  force,  afforded  no  encouragement  for  an  ap- 
plication to  parliament  on  the  fubjecf .  It  was  evi- 
dent indeed,  that  the  Minillers,  by  the  haflinefs  and 
lenoth  of  the  proroQ-ation,  and  bv  fome  feelings  ex- 
preliions  which  dropped  from  one  of  them,  chofe  at 
that  time  as  little  pariicimentary  converfation  about 
America  as  poffible  ;  nor  did  they  wiili  to  renev/  it, 
until  they  ihould  be  able  to  afford  better  prcfpeds 
of  their  flrength  and  means  of  profccuting  the  war, 
than  at  that  time  appeared. 

In  thefe  circumflances,  it  was  thought  fitting  to 
hazard  an  experiment  on  the  zeal  of  thofe  peribns 
and  parties,  who  had  all  along  ihewn  the  greatelt 
eagernefs  in  the  profecution  of  the  American  vv'ar  ; 
an  experiment  wliich  would  afford  them  alio  an  op- 
portunity of  teilifying  their  attachment  and  loyalty 
to  the  crown  be)ond  the  m.eafure  of  parliamentary 
fupply.  By  this  means  it  was  hoped  that  fuch  a 
body  of  troops  mi^ht  be  raifed,  without  anv  pre- 
vious  application  to  parliament,  and  with  the  iiiit- 
tering  appearance  of  laving  expence  in  the  hrfl:  in- 
flance  to  the'  public,  as  would  anfwer  the  defircd 
purpofe. 

Thefe  expeccations  were  not  altogether  ill  found- 
ed. But  as  the  meafure  carried  an  unconiiitu- 
tional  appearance,  and  might  be  made  liable  to  die 
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1777.    charge  of  interfering  with  the  rights  of  piirhaTnent ; 

* — V — '  and  of  violating  feme  of  thofe  reliiriclions  which  it 
had  been  found  necelTary  to  lay  on  the  prerogative; 
befides  the  motives  jufl  now,  affigned  ;  feme  confi- 
derable  management  was  neceiiary  as  to  the  time 
and  manner  of  making  the  experiment.  For  if  it 
-  had  been  attempted  during  the  actual  fitting  of  par- 
hament,  it  would  not  oniv  have  the  whole  v/ei<rht 
of  oppofition  to  encounter  whilfi  it  was  yet  in  em- 
bryo, and  v/hilil  the  uncertainty  of  fuccefs  would 
prevent  its  being  fupported  with  any  fpirit  ;  but  it 
could  not  be  forefeen  how  far  their  example,  and 
arguments  might,  in  a  matter  of  a  nev/  and  doubtful 
nature,  have  extended  beyond  their  own  pale. 
Upon  thefe  accounts  it  was  fuppofed,  that  the  Mi- 
niller  thought  it  prudent,  not  only  to  make  the  ex- 
periment during  the  recefs,  but  to  render  that  long- 
er than  ufuai,  in  order  to  afford  time  for  difcovering 
its  operations  and  effccl  before  it  underwent  any 
difcuifion  ',  being  well  fdtisfied,  that  when  a  bufi- 
nefs  was  once  accomplilhed,  any  objedions  that  were 
then  made  to  the  propriety  or  principle  ol  the  mea- 
fure  would  be  of  little  avail. 

The  Some  men  of  rank  and  influence,  who  had  either 

towns       adopted  the  meafure  from  a  conviclion  of  its  ex- 

^f^^^"-    pedience  and  propriety,  or  who,  upon  advice,   had 

cneuer      engaged  in  its  fupport  and  furtherance,  ufed  means 

Liverpool  ^^  thofe  places  w4iere  their  intereif  lay,  both  to  found 

ofFer  to     the  difpofition  of  the  people,  and  to  give  it  that  di- 

raife  eacli  reclion  which  was  neceffary  for  the  purpofe.     The 

^  ^'^^^'      towns   of  Manchefler  and  Liverpool,    whether   of 

"^^"  '       their  own  motion,  or  through  application,  were  the 

leaders  in  this  bufmefs,  which  they  engaged  in  v/ith 

the  greatefl  fervour,  and  immediately  fent  an  offer 

to  court  to  raife  each  a  regiment  of  a  thoufand  men. 

In  other  places,  public  meetings  of  towns,  countries, 

and  great  corporate  bodies,    were  encouraged,  at 

which   refolutions  were  propofed  for»  the  general 

levyin?:  of  men  for  the  fervice. 

The 
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The  mlnifters  had  thoroughly  fliaken  of  their 
panic  during  the  recefs.  The  raifing  of  the  new 
forces  not  only  enabled  them  again  to  fupport  the 
American  fyllem,  which  fearcely  before  feenled 
tenable  ;  but  it  afibrded  no  contemptible  teftimony 
and  which  in  argum.ent  was  eahly  advanced  to  a 
proof,  that  their  condud  received  the  full  approba- 
tion of  the  people,  and  that  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
nation  went  with  them  in  their  meafures*  Thus 
they  were  enabled  to  meet  parliament  with  confi- 
dence ;  and,  under  fo  efficacious  a  fupport  as  the 
pubUc  voice  and  approbation,  to  brave  all  enquires 
into  pad  conduct,  as  well  as  into  the  prefent  Itate  or 
^  condition  of  the  nation^ 

Indeed  the  facility  with  which  thefe  enquires 
were  agreed  to  in  the  hour  of  tribulation  and  dif* 
may,  it  is  probable,  was  now  fufficiently  regrettedi 
But  it  was  hoped,  that  the  fpirit  which  was  now 
railed,  and  the  parliamentary  modes  of  defeating 
the  objecls  of  all  enquiry,  v/ould  take  away  all  ef- 
fed  of  the  advantage  which  they  had  fuffefed  the 
oppohtion  to  obtain  over  them^ 

Notwith (landing  this  fmooth  flate  of  affairs  at 
home,  the  minifters  were  far  from  being  at  eafe. 
Majorities  and  acts  of  parliament,  though  polTelling 
wonderful  efficacy  in  their  proper  place,  were  nei-^ 
ther  capable  of  reclaiming  cur  revolted  colonies, 
nor  of  preventing  the  dchgns  of  our  foreign  ene- 
mies. It  has  lince  appeared  from  the  mod  undubi- 
table  evidence,  that  adminillration  had  for  fome 
time  been  in  polfeffion  of  information  from  the  Bri- 
tilh  Miniiter  at  Paris,  not  only  of  the  negociatiou 
for  a  commercial  treaty  between  that  court  and  the 
Americans,  but  alfo  of  another  private  and  confi- 
dential treaty,  which  was  conduced  with  the  moil 
profound  fecrecy,  and  fraught  v/itli  matter  of  the 
mod  dangerous  nature  to  this  country.  How  this 
knowledge  io  to  be  reconciled  with  the  public  mea- 

X  X  :):  fures 


522]  77;^  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  0/  the  '      Chap.  XVIL 

1778.    fures   then  purfued,  we   have  no  bufinefs  to  exa* 

Tlie  Mi-        In  cc  nfeqiicnce  of  the  information  which  the  Mi- 

niller  nrflcr  had  received  of  a  commercial  and  private  treaty 

acquaints  j^g^^rociatinGC  between  France  and  America,  a  few  davs 

that  he  from  the  meetmg  or  rarhament  arter  the  C.hriltmas 

fluMildlay  recefs  having  announced  to  the  houfe  previous  to  the 

b-foie  fpeaker's  quitting  the  chair, (being  then  on  a  commit- 

them  a  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^j..^^^  ^^j.-  ^i^^  nation)  that  he  fliould  onTuef-    . 

GonciHa-    ^^Y'  ^^^  ^7^^^'  ^''^Y  t)efore  them  a  plan  of  conciliation    ; 
tion  with  with  America ;  this  notice  occafioned  much  converfa-    ■ 
America,  tion,  and  fome  animadverfion,  diftind  from  the  main 
fubjed.     The  oppohtion  declared,  that  if  the  noble 
Lord's  intended   plan  of  conciliation,  was  fair  and 
open,  founded  in  juiUce,  good  faith,  and  right  policy, 
nnd  warranted  by  the  principles  of  the  conflitution, 
it  (hould  meet  with  the  mod  hearty  and  unrefcrved 
concurrence  on  their  fide  of  the  Houfe.     But  they 
Iiad  too  much  caufe  for  fearing  that  it  w^ould   not 
*  anfwerthat  dcfcription  ;  for  they  could  fcarcely  be 

perfuaded  unlefs  the  ideas  of  cruelty  and  meannefs 
were  infeparable,)  that  the  fame  men  who  had  rC'* 
jecled  the  molt  humble  petitions  and  dutiful  remon- 
firances  with  haughtinefs  and  contempt,  could  ever 
confent  to  hold  out  any  plan  that  was  fairly  meant 
to  fecure  thofe  rights,  which  they  had  fo  long  en- 
deavoured to  annihilate  by  the  fword. 

A  young  gentleman  of  great  fortune,  and  of  ftill 
greater  cxpe<5lations,  whofe  father  had  firfl  laid  or 
adopted  the  fcheme  of  American  taxation,  and  who 
had  himlelf  hitherto  given  fome  fupport  to  the  war, 
upon  the  fame  principle,  and  in  the  common  hope 
which  operated  upon  fo  many,  of  obtaining  an 
ctiec^iive  revenue  from  the  colonies,  after  explain- 
ing the  motives  for  his  prefent  condu61:  in  votinor 
with  the  oppofition,  which  were  not  founded  upon 
any  departure  from  his  former  principles  and  opi- 
nions, but  entirely  owing  to  the  unhappy  meafures 

pur- 
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Purfued  by  government,  Vvhich   had   now  reduced    1778. 
thofe  to  be  merely  matters  of  fpeculation  ;  he  then    ^^^^^^ 
reprobated  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  feverity 
the  whole  conduct  of  adminiftration,  whether  with 
refpect  to  the  American   bufnicfs  in  general,  or  to 
the  war  in  particular. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  very  able  fpeech,  he  deplored 
the  difgrace  brought  not  only  upon  our  arms,  but 
on  our  counfcls,  by  the  ill-fated,  ralh,  and  undi- 
gcfted  expedition  from  Canada.  He  lamented  the 
want  of  protedion  to  our  commerce,  the  confequent 
weight  of  infurance  on  our  merchants,  and  the 
declining  ftate  of  public  credit.  He  hoped  a 
day  of  retribution  would  come,  when  Miniftcrs 
would  be  called  to  a  fevere  account  for  the  difgrace 
and  infamy  which  they  had  brought  upon  their 
country,  by  involving  it  in  a  war  which  they  were 
incapable  of  conducting,  and  deceiving  the  nation 
into  an  immenfe  cxpence  and  great  lofs,  by  hold- 
ing out  promifes  of  a  revenue  which  their  inability 
had  obliged  them  to  abandon.  He  fmcerely  wi(hed 
that  the  noble  Lord's  plan  of  conciliation  might 
fucceed  ;  but  he  had  every  reafon  in  the  world,  he 
faid,  to  apprehend  it  would  not.  A  previous  con- 
fidence between  the  parties,  was  the  very  lite  and 
bafis  of  all  negociation  and  treaty.  The  noble  Lord 
himfelf  would  not  venture  to  fay,  that  any  fuch 
fource  of  accommodation  fubfifled  between  Minif- 
ters  and  the  ruling  powers  In  America.  Nobody 
was  ignorant,  he  iaid,  that  every  pofTible  occafion 
had  been  given  by  the  prefent  adminiftration,  to 
fix  in  the  breall's  of  \\yc  people  of  America  and  their 
leaders,  the  moft  rooted  hatred  and  inveterate  ran- 
cour. Under  fuch  finguliu-  circumftancLS  of  difap- 
pointment  and  dii'grace  on  one  fide,  and  fuch  pro- 
vocations on  the  other,  he  would  appeal  to  the  can- 
dour of  thofe  whole  difpofitions  might  lead  them 
to  the  higheft  point  of  expectation,  whether  there 
was  the  uioft  dillant  profpecl  of  any  fuccefs  from  a 

treaty^ 
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1778.  treaty,  which  was  to  be  condu61:ed  on  the  part  of 
^'^^-r^  Great  Britahi,  by  men  who  were  univerfally  exe* 
crated  from  one  end  of  the  continent  of  North 
America  to  the  other. — Men,  he  faid,  whofe  bed 
and  iincerell  intentions  woiikl  be  only  interpreted 
as  hires  to  enfnare  and  beti;av.  Under  the  full 
influence  of  thefe  perfuahons,  he  coukl  not  but  fear, 
that  whatever  the  noble  Lord's  intentions  might 
be,  his  plan  would  be  rejecled  by  America,  which 
would  only  furnilh  Miniliers  with  an  apology  for 
trying  the  experiment  of  one  more  fatal  and  dif- 
graceful  campaign  ;  after  which  he  would  venture 
to  predict,  that  all  further  attempts  to  fubdue,  or 
hopes  to  treat  with  America  would  be  at  an  end, 
and  that  country  irretrievably  loil  for  ever  to  this* 

The  Miniiler  refrained  from  taking  I'lny  notice 
of  the  afperities  that  had  dropped  from  this  gentle- 
man, and  only  gave  a  general  anfwer  to  his  opi- 
nions, along  v/itli  thofe  wliich  had  been  throv/n  out 
by  others,  relative  to  his  propofed  fchcme  of  conci- 
liation. He  faid,  that  as  he  never  meant  to  nego- 
ciate  av/ay  the  riglits  of  this  country,  to  procure 
himfelf  any  temporary  convenience  ;  io  he  never 
wilhed  to  encroach  on  thofe  of  Anierica.  His  own 
private  opinion  never  varied  ;  but  it  his  propofitiou 
ihould  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  majo- 
rity in  that  Houfe,  or  that  it  fhouid  undergo  any 
alteration,  in  eitlier  event  he  would  gladly  acquiefce. 
As  to  tlie  particular'  favourable  difpofition  of  Ame- 
rica towards  individuals  or  parties  in  that  or  the 
other  Houfe,  he  faid,  that  by  every  thino-  that  had 
yet  appeared,  all  men  and  all  parties  leemed  equal- 
ly obnoxious  to  them  :  a. id  whenever  propofitions 
came  to  be  nu^de,  lie  was  inclined  to  believe,  that 
the  obicd  of  the  colonies  would  not  be  by  whom 
they  v.ere  nrade,  but  whether  they  were  fuch  as 
anfv/ered  their  expeclations.  For  his  own  part,  he 
was  ready  ar,d  wilhr.p-  to  reilo-u  the  difaQTceable 
tail:  to  whoever  vvas  thoiight  better  qualified,  and 

w? 
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was  contented  to  accept  of  it.     He  wifhed  as  fin-    1778. 
cerely  for  pacification  as  any  one  perfon  in  either    ^"^^^"^ 
Houie  ;  and  fo  the  end  was  obtained,  it  was  a  mat- 
ter  of  no  confequence  to  him  by  whom,  or  in  what 
manner  it  was  accomplilhed. 

A    petition   of    uncommon    energy,    figned    by  Petition 
5,400  inhabitants   of  the   comity  of  Norfolk,  in-  ^^°'^  *^^^ 
eluding  the  city  of  Norwich,  was   prefented  and  ^?orfor^^" 
read  to  the  Commons   on  the  morning  of  the  day 
that  the  Mlniller   was   to   lay  open  his  conciliatory 
plan  with  America.     In  this  piece,  a  comprehenfive 
view  was  taken  of  the  conduct   of  public  affairs, 
and  the  eiiecl  of  public  meafures,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.     Among  others,    the    meafure   of  raihng 
men  and  money  by  free  gifts  and  contributions  for 
the  fervice  of  the  crown,  a  purpofe  for  which,  they 
fay,  they  were  called  upon  themfelves,  in  a  manner 
equally  alarming,  by  perfons  of  great  power  and 
rank  in  his  Majeity's  fervice,  receives  the  mod  ex- 
plicit marks  of  their  difapprobation. 

The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  afFaira,  however 
little  fatished   he  might  be  with  the  cenfures  palTed 
or  implied  in  this  petition  upon  public  condud  and 
meafures,   could  find  nothing  in  it  to  militate  with 
any  propofitions  that  tended  to  a  conciliation  with 
America.     He  introduced  his   conciliatory  propo-  Feb.  17. 
fitions  with  a  recital  of  his  creed  in  all  American  Lord 
matters,     in  that  he  aderted,  that  peace  had  at  all  North 
times   been    his   governing    principle.     That  with  ^"ti'o- 

that  obiecl  in  view,  his  condu6t  had  been  uniform,  """^  /"* 
11-  r  ^  n  1  1  i_i   concilia- 

and   his   meaiures  connltent;    but  that  events  had  tory  pro- 
been  in  general  exceedingly  untoward.     That  he  poiition 
had  always  known,  that  American  taxation  could  withre- 
never    produce   a   beneficial  revenue ;    that   there  ^^^"^  ^^ 
wcvQ  many  forts  of  taxes  which  could  not  at  all  be 
laid  on  that  country  ;  and  of  thofe  that  could,   lev/ 
would  prove  wortli  the  charge  of  coUedion.     That 
although   the  Stamp  Act   was   the   molt  judicious 

that 
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1778.    that  could   be  cliofen   for   that  purpofe ;  yet,  not- 
^^^r^r^    withftanding  the    high   rate  at  which  that  duty  had 
been  formerly  efti mated,  he  had  not  beUeved  its  pro- 
duce would  have  been  a  very  confiderable  object. 

That  he  accordingly,  had  never  propofed  any 
tax  on  the  Americans  ;  he  found  them  already  tax- 
ed  when  he  unfortunately  came  into  adminiltration. 
That  as  his  principle  of  policy  was  to  have  as  little, 
difcuilion  on  thefe  fubjects  as  pollible,  and  to  keep 
the  axTairs  of  America  out  of  parliament  ;  fo,  as  he 
had  not  laid,  he  did  not  think  it  advifeable  for  him  to 
repeal  the  tea  tax  ;  nor  did  he  lookout  for  any  par- 
ticular means  of  enforcing  if. 

With  refped  to  the  coercive  ads,  he  fald  they 
were  called  torth  by,  and  appeared  necefiliry  in,  the 
diflemper  of  the  time  ;  but  that  in  the  event  they 
had  produced  cffeds  which  he  never  intended,  nor 
could  poflibly  have  txpecled.  That  immediately 
upon  the  difcovcry  of  that  failure,  he  propofed,  be- 
fore the  fword  was  drawn,  a  conciliatory  propoli- 
tion.  His  Lordfhip  faid  he  thought  at  the  time,  and 
Hill  continued  to  think,  the  terms  of  that  propohtion 
would  form  the  happiefl,  moil  equitable,  and  mod 
lading  bond  of  union  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies.  Bat,  that  by  a  variety  of  dilcuffions 
a  propohtion  that  was  originally  clear  and  fimple  in 
itfelf,  was  made  to  appear  fo  obfcure,  as  to  go 
damned  to  America  ;  fo  that  the  Congrefs  conceived 
or  took  occahon  to  reprefent  it  as  a  icheme  for  fov>> 
ing  divifions,  and  introducing  taxations  among 
them  in  a  worfe  mode  than  the  former,  and  they  ac- 
cordingly rejeded  it. 

He  complained  that  the  events  of  war  in  America 
had  turned  out  very  differently  from  his  expectations, 
and  from  what  he  had  a  right  to  exped  ;  and  thiit 
the  great  and  well  appointed  force  fent  out,  and 
amply  provided  for  by  government,  had  produced  a 

very 
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very  dliproportioneJ  effecl  hitherto.  That  he  could  1778. 
not  but  confefs  h'nnfclf  exceedingly  difappointed  at  ^^^^^r\^ 
this  failure  of  effect  in  our  military  force.  He  did 
not  mean  at  that  time  to  condemn,  or  even  to  call 
into  queftion,  the  condu<ft  of  any  of  our  command- 
-crs,  but  he  had  been  difappointed.  That  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe  had  been  in  the  late  actions,  and  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  campaign,  not  only  in  the 
goodnefs  of  troops,  and  in  all  manner  of  fupplies, 
but  in  point  of  numbers  too,  much  fuperior  to  the 
American  army  which  oppofed  him  in  the  field. 
That  General  Burgoyne,  who  was  at  length  over- 
powered by  numbers,  had  been  in  numbers,  till  the 
affair  at  Bennington,  near  twice  as  ftrong  as  the 
army  under  General  Gates.  Confidering  all  thefe 
things,  the  events  had  been  very  contrary  to  his  ex-  , 
pectation.  But  to  thefe  events,  and  not  to  thofe  ex- 
pectations, he  muft  make  his  plan  conform. 

As  the  foundation  of  his  conciliatory  fcheme,  he 
propofed  the  bringing  in  two  bills  under  the  follow- 
ing heads  :  "  A  bill  for  declaring  the  intentions  of 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  concerning  the 
excrcife  of  the  right  of  impofmg  taxes  within  his 
Majelty's  colonies,  provinces,  and  plantations  in 
North  America."  And  "  A  bill  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jefly  to  appoint  commiliioners,  with  fufiicient  powers 
to  treat,  confult,  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  quiet- 
ing the  diforders  now  fubiliting  in  certain  of  the  colo- 
nies, plantations,  and  provinces  of  North  America". 

The  noble  Lord  obferved,  that  it  was  intended  to 
appoint  five  commiliioners,  and  to  endow  them  with 
very  exteniive  powers.  They  fliould  be  enabled  to, 
treat  with  the  Congrcfs  by  name,  as  if  it  were  a  le- 
gal body,  and  fo  far  to  give  it  authenticity,  as  to 
fuppofe  Its  ads  and  concefTions  binding  on  all  Ame- 
rica. To  treat  with  any  of  the  provincial  allem- 
blies  upon  their  prefent  conllitution,  and  with  any 
individuals  in  their  prefent  civil  capaciueg  or  mili- 
tary 
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1778.  tary  commands,  with  General  Wafliington,  or  any 
^-'^^''^  other  officer.  That  they  fhould  have  a  power  to 
order  a  fufpenfion  of  arms.  To  fufpend  the  opera- 
tion of  all  laws.  And  to  grant  all  forts  of  pardons, 
immunities,  and  rewards.  That  they  fhould  have  a 
power  of  refloring  all  the  colonies,  or  any  of  them, 
to  the  form  of  its  ancient  conflitution,  as  it  flood 
before  the  troubles  ;  and  in  any  of  thofe  where  the 
King  nominated  the  governors,  council,  judges,  and 
other  magiftrates,  to  nominate  fuch  at  their  difcre- 
tion,  until  his  further  pleafure  was  known. 

That  as  the  deficiency  of  powers  in  the  former 
commiflioners  had  been  objected  to,  fo  the  Congrefs; 
had  raifed  a  difficulty,  on  pretence  of  the  non-ad* 
miffion  of  their  title  to  be  independent  ftates.  To 
remove  that  difficulty,  fliould  the  Americans  now 
claim  their  independence  on  the  outfet,  he  would 
not  infifl:  on  their  renouncing  it,  until  the  treaty 
had  received  its  final  ratification  by  the  King  and 
parliament  of  Great-Britain.  That  the  commiflioners 
ihould  be  inftruded  to  negociate  for  fome  reafon- 
able  and  moderate  contribution  towards  the  com- 
mon defence  of  the  empire  when  re^united  ;  but 
to  take  away  all  pretence  for  not  terminating  this  un- 
happy difference,  the  contribution  was  not  to  be  in- 
fifled  on  as  :iftne  qua  non  of  the  treaty  ;  but  that 
if  the  Americans  fliould  refufe  fo  reaibnable  and 
equitable  a  propofitlon,  they  were  not  to  complain, 
if  hereafter  they  were  not  to  look  for  fupport  from 
that  part  of  the  empire  to  w^hofe  expence  they  had 
refufed  to  contribute. 

He  obferved  it  might  be  afked,  if  his  fentimcnts 
had  been  always  fuch  with  refpe£t  to  taxation  and 
peace  as  he  had  now  fiaced  them  to  be,  why  he  had 
not  made  this  propontion  at  an  earlier  period  ?  To 
this  he  anfwered,  his  opinion  had  ever  been,  that 
the  moment  of  vi(Slory  was  the  proper  fcafon  for 
offering  terms  of  cor.cciuon.     And  with  an  eye  to 

feveral 
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feveral  refiedlons  which  had  of  late  been  thrown  1778. 
upon  him  by  the  tory  party,  and  hoping  perhaps  to 
obviate  fome  part  of  that  greater  weight  of  cenfurc 
which  he  now  apprehended  from  that  quarter,  he 
declared,  that,  for  his  part,  he  never  had  made  a 
promife  ^^  hich  he  did  not  perform,  or  receive  any 
information  which  he  did  not  communicate* 

The  Minifter  concluded  a  long,  able,  and  elo- 
quent foeech,  v/hich  kept  him  full  two  hours  up,  by 
liiying,  that  on  the  whole  his  conceffions  were  from 
reafon  and  propriety,  not  from  neceffity ;  and  that 
we  were  in  a  condition  to  carry  on  the  war  much 
longer.  We  might  raife  many  more  men,  and  had 
many  more  men  ready  to  fend ;  the  navy  was 
never  in  greater  ftrength,  the  revenue  but  little 
funk,  and  a  few  days  would  fliew  that  he  fhould 
raife  the  funds  for  the  current  year  at  a  moderate 
rate.  But  he  fubmitted  the  whole,  with  regard  to 
the  propriety  of  his  pad  and  prefent  condu^  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Houfe. 

A  dull  melancholy  filence  for  fome  time  fuc- 
ceeded  to  this  fpeech*  It  had  been  heard  with  pro- 
found attention,  but  without  a  fmgle  mark  of  ap- 
probation to  any  part,  from  any  defcription  of  men, 
or  any  particular  man  in  the  Houfe.  Aftonifh- 
ment,  dejection,  and  fear,  overclouded  the  whole 
aflembly.  Although  the  Minifler  had  declared,  that 
the  fentiments  he  expreffed  that  day,  had  been 
thofe  which  he  always  entertained ;  it  is  certain, 
that  few  or  none  had  underftood  him  in  that  man- 
ner ;  and  he  had  been  reprefented  to  the  nation  at 
large,  as  the  perfon  in  it  the  moft  tenacious  of  thofe 
parliamentary  rights  which  he  now  propofed  to 
refign,  and  the  moll  remote  from  the  fubmiffions 
w^iich  he  now  propofed  to  make.  It  was  generally 
therefore  concluded,  that  fomething  more  extraor- 
dinary  and  alarming  had  happened  than  yet  appear- 

Y  y  y  ed, 
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1778.    ed,  which  was  of  force  to  produce  fuch  an  apparent 
' — V — '   change  in  meafures,  principles,  and  arguments. 

The  bills  underwent  great  alterations  in  their  pro- 
grefs  both  through  the  houfe  and  committee.  Whe- 
ther it  proceeded  from  a  change  of  opinion,  or  from 
whatever  other  caufe,  the  powers  to  be   entrullcd 
with  the  commifnoners  were  much  narrowed  from 
what  had  been  at  hrft  held  out  by  the  minifler.  The 
oppofition  complained  that  parliament  had  divefled 
itfeif  efPedually  of  thofe   powers ;    but   inftead  of 
their  being  communicated  to  thofe  perfons  w^ho  w^ere 
to  negociate  a  treaty  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  where 
immediate  conclufions   might  be  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  a  circuml^.ance  which  alone  afforded  the  oflen- 
fible   motive  for  tiicir  being  demanded  or  granted, 
they  were  referved  at  home  in  the   hands  of  the 
mimllers,  to  be  hereafter  detailed  as  they  thought 
proper.     This  was  eafily  accomplilhed  by  the  means 
of  the  crown  lawyers,  under  the  colour  of  making 
thofe  powers  agree  with  inilruftions,    whofe  nature 
and  purpofe  were  totally  unknown  to  all  perfons  ex- 
cepting themfelves  and  the  miniders.     Some  of  the 
oppofition  complained  greatly  of  this  condud,  which 
they  faid  was  totally  fubvcrfive  of  the  great  princi^ 
pie  of  the  bill,  viz.    That  commilTioners  upon  the 
fpot  would    be  better  able    to  determine  what  was 
immediately  fitting  to  be  done,  than    parliament  or 
any  other    body  could,    at    the    diftance    of    three 
thoufand  miles ;  but  the  expunging  from  the  bill  of 
thofe  difcretionary  powers  which  were  intended  for 
the  commilTioners,   rendered  it,  they  faid,   with  re- 
fped  to  its  avowed  purpofe,  little  more  than  a  piece 
of  wafle  paper  :    fo  that   as   it  then  flood,  its  real 
effed  could  be  only  to  vefl  in  the  miniders  a  fuf- 
pending  power  out  of  parliament,   under  the  form 
and  colour  of  inftrudions  to  commiffioners,  inflead 
of  the  open  and  ufual  mode  of  carrying  it  by  bill 
through  both  houfes.     The  danger  of  the  prece- 
dent, in  this  view  of  the  bufmefs,  and  the  compe- 
tence 
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tence  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  entrufted  with  fuch  a    1778. 
power,   afforded  fufficient  ground  for  animadver-   ^w/'-v^^ 
fion  ;   but  the  eager  hope  of  attaining  the  great 
point  in  view,  fubdued  all  other  confiderations!^  and 
prevented  any  great  degree  of  oppofition. 

Although  the  third  reading  of  the  bills  brought 
out  a  confiderable  Ihare  of  mixed  debate  and  conver-  March  2. 
fation,  yet  they  were  both  palfed  without  a  divifion. 

The  time  at  lenp;th  arrived  when  France  was  to  t- 
throw  off  the  mafk  entirely  with   refpect  to  Ame-  ck^-nes 
rica,  and  to  realize  all  thofe  predictions,  which  had  in  [:<. 
been  fo  long  held  out,  and  fo  frequently  repeat  .d  ^o^r  of 
by  the  minority,  and  which  hud,  till  iiitely,  aiforded  -^'^^^^^ca. 
a  conflant  topic  of  ridicule  to  minifters  and  majo- 
rities.    It  had  been  repeatedly  faid,  that  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  would  not  fupport  the  Americans  on 
the  double  account,  that  it  would  be  teaching  an 
evil  leflbn  againft  themfelves,  and  which  might  be 
too  foon  praclifed,  to  their  own  colonies,  and  that 
the  eftablifhment  of  an  independent  Hate  and  rihng 
empire  in  the  new  world,  would  be  dangerous  to 
their  future  interefls  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

On  the  day  previous  to  the  laying  of  the  declara-  Mar.  16 
tion  from  France  before  both  Houfes,  the  minifter 
gave  notice  to  the  Commons,  that  he  fliould  have 
occafion  on  the  following  to  prefent  a  mefiage  from 
the  Throne  to  that  Houle.     Mr.  Grenville  replied, 
that  he  believed  the  fubjedt  of  the  meffage  was 
already  anticipated  by  the  Houfe ;    and,  in  order 
that  gentlemen  might  be  truly,  as  well  as  fully  in- 
formed, in  a  matter  of  fo  great  importance,  before 
they  tied  themfelves  down  to  any  particular  mea- 
fures  by  an  anfwer,  he  would  move  for  an  addrefs, 
''  to   lay  before   the  Houfe,  copies  of  all  commu- 
*'  nications   from  his  Majedy's   ambaiTador   at  the 
"  court  of  France,   or  the  French   ambaffador  at 
*'  this  court,  touching  any  treatv  of  alliance,   con- 

"  fede- 
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1778.   "  federacy,  or  commerce,    entered  into  between 
v^>^>^  "  that  court  and  the  revolted  colonies  in  North 
"  America.'* 

The  miniller  directly  moved  the  previous  quef- 
tion,  giving  as  a  reaibn,  that  the  expofure  of  the 
papers  demanded,  would  be  a  mod  unpardonable 
and  pernicious  act  of  treachery,  to  thofe,  who  at 
the  greatell  rifque,  had  communicated  fecret  intel- 
ligence to  government.  Mr.  Grenville  offered  to 
'  prevent  an  effed:  which  he  abhorred,  by  inferting 
the  words  "  or  extra(5ts,"  after,  copies,  in  the  mo- 
tion ;  but  the  miniller  infifted  that  no  amendment 
could  be  received  after  the  previous  queflion  had 
been  moved.  This  conduct  was,  however,  repro- 
bated with  fo  much  indignation  on  the  other  fide, 
and  reprefented  as  an  a6t  of  quibbling  and  chicane, 
fo  unworthy  of,  and  unfitting  for  that  place,  that 
the  minifler  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  received.  The  previous  queftion  being 
then  again  moved,  the  minifler  carried  it  upon  a 
divifion  by  a  majority  of  231  to  146. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Royal  mefiage,  accom- 
Lord  panied  by  the  French  declaration,  figned,  on  the 
^^5^^\  13th,  by  M.  de  Noalles,  the  ambaffador  from  that 
a  meffao-e  court,  were  prefented  to  the  Commons  by  the 
to  the  ^  minifler.  The  former,  after  mentioning  the  mat- 
Hovk  of  ter  of  fad,  with  refpect  to  the  notification,  ac- 
Com-  quainted  them,  that  in  confequence  of  that  offeufive 
r'°"^i  •     communication,   his  Maieity  had  fent  orders  to  his 

irom  ins  I       J 

Maiefty.  ambalfador  to  withdraw  from^  the  court  of  France, 
Then  flating  the  juflice  and  good  faith  of  his  Ma- 
Jefly^s  conduct  towards  foreign  powers,  and  the 
fmcerity  of  his  wiihes  to  preferve  the  tranqulil'ty  of 
Europe,  he  trufts,  that  he  ihall  not  fland  refponiibie 
for  the  diflurbance  of  that  tranquillity,  if  he  fhould 
find  himfelf  called  upon  to  refent  fo  unprovoked 
and  o  uniufl  an  aggreffion  on  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  eifential  mterells  of  his  kingdoms, 
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contrary  to  the  mofl  folemn  aflurances,  fubverfive  1778. 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  injurious  to  the  rights  of  v.-'-v^^ 
every  fovereign  power  in  Europe.  It  concluded 
with  a  declaration,  that,  "  his  Majefly,  relying,  with 
the  firmeil  contidence  on  the  zealous  and  atFeftionate 
fupport  of  his  faithful  people,  is  determined  to  be 
prepared  to  exert,  if  it  Ihall  become  neceffary,  all 
the  force  and  refources  of  his  kingdoms  ;  which 
he  trufts  will  be  found  adequate  to  repel  every  in- 
fult  and  attack,  and  to  maintain  and  uphold  the' 
power  and  reputation  ot  this  country." 

The  minifter  moved  an  addrefs  to  the  Throne,  The  Mf- 
which,  befides  echoing  back  and  confirming  theni^er 
principal  pofitions  in  the  mefTacre,  declares  the  hisrh-  ^^^'^^  ^^r 
eft  indignation  and  greatelt  relentment  at  the  un-  ^^  ^^^ 
iufl  and  unprovoked  conducl  of  France,  which,  in  throne, 
another  part,  it  calls  "  that  reftlefs  and  dangerous 
ipirit  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement,  which  has 
fo  often  invaded  the  rights  and  threatened  the  liber- 
ties of  Europe.''     It  concludes  with  the  ftrongefl 
aifurances  of  the  molt  zealous  affiflance  and  fup- 
port J  and  a  declaration  of  the  firmefl  confidence, 
that,  in  every  demonftration  of  loyalty  to  his  Ma- 
jefly, and  of  love  to  their  country,  his  faithful  fub- 
jecls  would  vie  with  each  other;  and  that  no  con- 
fiderations  would  divert  or  deter  them  from  ftand- 
ing  forth  in  the  public  defence,  and  from  fuflaining, 
with  a  Heady  perfeverance,  any  extraordinary  bur- 
thens and  expences,  which  fhould  be  found  necef- 
fary  for  enabling  his  Majcfty  to  vindicate  the  honour 
of  his  crown,  and  to  prote«5t  the  jufl  rights  and  eiTen- 
tial  interefls  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

Mr.  Baker  moved,  that  an  amendment,  to  the  Mr  Baker 
following  purport,    fliould    be   inferted   after  the  propofes 
words,  "  aflurances  of  fupport,"  in  the  addrefs,  viz.  a"  ^' 
"hoping  and  trufling  that  his  Majefly  will  be  gra-  J]^^°^ ' 
cioufly  pleafed  to  remove  from  his  counfels  thofe 
minillers,  in  whofe  conducl,   from  experience  of    , 
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i;^78.  the  pernicious  efteds  of  their  pad  meafures,  his 
^v^vx^  people  can  place  no  confidence  in  the  prefent 
momentous  fituation  of  public  affairs.  Sir  George 
Yonge  warmly  feconded  the  amendment,  and  was 
himfelf  as  warmly  fupported.  The  principal  ground 
of  argument  was,  the  folly  and  danger  of  commit- 
ting the  conduct  of  the  mod  arduous  war,  in  which 
this  country  was  ever  involved,  to  thofe  men,  who 
had  already  iliewn  themfelves  totally  unequal  to  its 
government  in  the  mod  profound  quiet  and  peace  j 
whofe  pernicious  counfels  and  meafures  had  con- 
verted that  feafon  of  happinefs  and  profperity  into 
all  the  horrors  and  mifchiefs  of  a  mod  unnatural, 
cruel,  and  dedruclive  civil  war ;  whofe  ignorance 
and  incapacity  in  the  management  of  that  war  of 
their  own  creation,  joined  to  that  incorrigible  ob* 
ftinacy,  which,  difdaining  all  counfel,  and  rejecting 
all  warning,  were  at  length  the  unhappy  means,  of 
for  ever  feverhig  the  Britifh  empire,  and  of  finally 
plunging  this  nation  in  all  its  prefent  danger  and 
calamity. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  the  Minider  declared  his  fixed 
and  unalterable  refolution,  that  in  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion of  public  affairs,  he  would  keep  his  place  at 
all  events.  He  faid,  that  the  intered  of  the  empire, 
no  lefs  than  his  own  pride  and  fenfe  of  honour,  now 
rendered  his  continuance  in  office  abfolutely  necef- 
fary.  It  would  be  a  difgrace,  which  he  was  deter- 
mined not  to  incur,  to  abandon  the  helm,  while  the 
Ihip  of  date  was  toffed  about  in  a  dorm,  until  he 
had  brought  her  fafely  into-  port.  He  could  fee 
but  little  foundation  for  the  prefent  public  alarm  ; 
the  fall  of  the  docks,  he  faid,  was  merely  the  efxe<5l: 
of  that  fudden  panic,  which  was  the  ufual  conco- 
mitant of  a  beginning  of  a  war.  The  apparent 
backwardnefs  to  fill  the  prefent  loan,  he,  however, 
attributed  rather  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  national 
debt,  than  to  the  mere  approach  of  a  war.  Great 
Britain  had  always  been  ib  punctual  in  the  payment 
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of  the  intereil  due  to  her  creditors,  that  fhe  could  1778. 
never  want  money  for  the  pubhc  fcrvice.  The  ^^-^-^-^ 
dread  of  an  invafion,  he  faid,  was  a  mere  bugbear; 
and  if  it  fliould  take  place,  the  nation  would  have 
but  Httle  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive  for  the  confe- 
quences.  Our  navy  never  was,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war,  in  fo  flourifhing  a  condition  as  at 
prefcnt ;  the  new  levies  were  nearly  compleated  ; 
and  that  the  public  might  be  rendered  entirely  eafy 
on  the  fubjed:  of  invafion,  his  Majefly  intended  to 
recur  to  that  conili|utional  fource  of  defence,  which 
was  fo  great  a  favourite  with  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  by  drawing  out  and  embodying  the  militia. 
He  concluded,  that  the  infult  offered  by  France  was 
of  the  moft  difgraceful  nature  ;  that  as  he  knew  the 
honour  of  the  nation  was  dear  to  every  gentleman 
in  that  Houfe,  fo  he  trufled  there  was  not  a  man 
m  it  who  would  not  rifque  his  life  and  fortune  to 
wipe  of  the  Itain  it  had  received ;  and  that  confe- 
quentiy,  no  one  would  refufe  to  agree  to  an  ad- 
drels,  which  only  went  to  affure  the  King,  that  he 
fnould  find  in  his  faithful  Commons,  every  fupport 
necelfary  to  maintain  the  honour  of  his  people,  and 
the  dignity  of  his  crown. 

The  queflion  being  at  length  put,  at  half  pad 
two  m  the  morning,  the  amendment  was  rejeded, 
and  the  original  addrefs  accordingly  carried  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  263  to  113. 

The  arrival  of  General  Burgoyne  from  America,  General 
witn    fome    peculiar    circumflances    accompanying  ^^^■ 
or  conlt^quent  of  that  event,  ferved,   all  together,  S°§"^ 
to  cauie   a  revival  of  the  bufmefs  relative  to  the  f^om 
northern  expedition,  and  feemed  to  indicate  fuch  America, 
an   acceilion   of  new    matter  of  inveftigation,    as 
might  pofTibly  keep  parliament  together  longer  than 
had  been  cxpecfed.     That  once  favourite  General, 
foon  difcovered,  upon  his  return,  that  he  was  no 
longer  an  objecl  of  court  favour,  or  of  miniilerial  ' 
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countenance.  He  was,  in  the  firll  inftance,  refufed 
admiflion  tp  the  royal  prefence,  and  from  thence 
experienced  all  thofe  marks  of  being  in  difgrace, 
which  are  fo  well  underftood,  and  fo  quickly  per- 
ceived, by  the  retainers  and  followers  of  courts* 

Under  thofe  circumftances  of  difgrace  and  inter- 
diction, a  court  of  enquiry  was  appointed  ;  but 
the  general  officers  reported,  that,  in  his  then 
fituation,  as  a  prifoner  on  parole  tp  the  Congrefs,  un- 
der the  convention — they  could  not  take  cognizance 
of  his  condu6l.  This  fpirited  officer  then  demand- 
ed a  court  martial — which  on  the  fame  grounds 
was  refufed.  He  then  declared  himfelf  under  a 
neceffity  of  throwing  himfelf  upon  parliament,  for 
a  public  enquiry  into  his  condud.  The  bufmefs 
was  not,  however  taken  up,  as  he  expedled,  by  any 
fide  of  the  Houfe  at  his  firfl  appearance.  Poffibly 
the  latenefs  of  the  feafon,  and  the  fear  of  the  deter- 
mination of  a  minillierial  majority,  might  deter  the 
oppofition  from  any  fleps  to  that  purpofe.  Mr- 
May  26.  Yyncv^  however,  removed  any  difficulty  that  oc- 
curred on  either  fide,  by  moving  for  a  committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  flate  and 
condition  of  the  army  which  furrendered  them- 
felves  prifoners,  on  convention,  at  Saratoga,  in 
America;  and  alfo  by  what  means  Lieutenant 
General  Burgoyne,  who  commanded  that  army, 
and  was  included  in  that  convention,  was  releafed, 
and  is  now  in  England. 

The  motion  was  fecondcd  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  and 
an  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Fox,  for  the  infcr- 
tion  of  the  following  words,  immediately  after  the 
w^ord  "  confider"  "  of  the  tranfadions  of  the 
'  northern  army  under  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne, 
jtnd" — .  The  motion  and  amendmeiit  afforded 
that  opportunity  to  the  General  which  he  v/as  feek- 
ing  for,  of  explaining  tue  nature  and  flate  of  his 
fituation,  and  the  p  .iticuiar  circuiuftances  of  that 
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perlecution  as  he  termed  it,    under  which,    he  de-     1778. 
icribed  himfelf  as  rnoH  iniuriouilv  fiifierin^.  ^r*^ 

The  General  feconded  the  motion  and  the  amend-  9  "'^^^' 
ment,    as  tending   to  that  general  enquiry  into  his  ^qJ.", 
conduct,  which  could  alone  vindicate  his  charaQer  Icond. 
and    honour,    from    the   aiperhons   of    minifterial  the  mo 
writers,    and  all  the  other  means  which   had  been  ^^°"  ^- 
ufed,  as  well  during  hi^  ablence,  as  fince  his  arri-  ^^'*  ^7' 
val  to  injure  both,     rie  entered  into  a  juftificatlon  Mr'plx's 
of  his  condutl:  with  refpedl  to  the  cruelties  charged  amend-' 
to  the   favages,    and   a  vindication  cf  his   regular  ment,  and 
forces,   from  the  inhumanities  attributed  to  them,  f'^^-^^s 
,He  infilled  that  he  had  not  exceeded  his  orders,  l^'l^-^ 
and  that  tney  v/ere  politive  and  peremptory.      That  tion  of 
the  Houfe  had  been  defignedly  milled    to  his  pre-  t   .  con- 
judice   in    the   former  enquiry   upon  this   fubjeft,  duft. 
by  laying  before  them   his    original  plan  for  the 
Canada    expedition,    and    leaving    them    in    the 
opinion    that    all    its   parts    had    been    pundually 
complied    with  ;     although   the  Mlnifler   who  laid 
it  before  them,   knew  the  contrary  to  be  the  fad, 
and   that  fom.e    of   its   m.ofl   material  claufes    had 
been  erafed.     He  obferved  that  the   papers  which 
had  been  laid  before  them,  were  in  fome  refoefts  de- 
ficient,  and  in  others  fuperiluous.     Among  the  lat- 
ter he  particularly  complained  of  the  expofure  of  a 
private  and  confidential  letter,   which  could  anfwer 
no  public  purpofe,  and  at   the  fame  time  evidently 
tended  to  his  perfonal  prejudice.     And  among  the 
former,   the  withholding   of  (everal  others,  which 
were  not   in  the  fame  predicament,  fome  of  which 
would  have  removed    the  ill  impreffion  and  effe^^ 
caufed  by  that  letter,  and  others  v/ould  have  afford- 
ed explanations  of  feveral  material  parts  of  his  con- 
duel,    and  rendered  a  long  train  of  correfpondence 
which  was  laid  before  them  unneceiTary.  But  he  com- 
plained ftill   more  of  the   dilclofure  of  a  paper   of 
the  mod  fecret  nature,  containing  his  thoughts  upon 
the  manner  cf  conducting  the  v^ar  from  the  fide  of 
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Canada.  Upon  this  part  of  the  fubje^l  he  exclaim- 
ed with  great  energy,  "  what  officer  will  venture 
hereafter  to  give  his  opinion  upon  meafures  or  men 
when  called  upon  by  a  Minifter,  if  his  confluence, 
his  reafonings,  and  his  preferences,  are  to  be  thus 
invidioully  expofed,  to  create  jealoufies  and  differ- 
ences among  his  fellow  officers,  and  at  iaft  to  put  an 
impofition  upon  the  world,  and  make  him  refpon- 
fible  for  the  plan  as  well  as  the  execution  of  a  ha- 
zardous campaign." 

After  dating  and  refuting  a  number  of  calum- 
nies, which,  from  interefted  or  malevolent  purpofes, 
had  been  induilriouily  propagated  againil  him,  he 
faid,  that  under  fuch  circumliances  of  the  greateft. 
injury  to  the  reputation  of  one  of  their  members, 
together  with  that  of  his  charader  having  already 
been  brought  into  queflion  before  them,  and  his  di- 
rect aflertion,  that  the  information  which  the  Houfc 
had  then  gone  upon  was  incomplete  aud  fallacious, 
he  knew  not  what  defcription  of  men  could  juflly 
refufe,  to  him  perfonally,  a  new  and  full  enquiry. 

He  put  it  flrongly  to  the  feelings  of  his  auditors, 
and  to  make  it  individually  their  own  cafe,  the 
fituation  of  an  injured  and  perfecuted  man,  debar- 
red, by  an  interdiction  from  the  poffibility  of  vin- 
dicating himfeU  to  his  Sovereign,  and  put  by,  if  not 
inevitably  precluded  from  the  judgment  of  a  mili- 
tary tribunal,  if  thus,  difgraced  at  court,  and  cut 
oflF  from  refource  in  the  line  of  his  profeffion,  he 
Ihould  alfo  at  lad,  in  his  final  appeal  to  the  juftice 
and  equity  of  his  country,  find  himfelf  difappointcd 
in  the  only  poffible  means  of  juftification  that  re* 
mained,  by  a  refufal  of  a  parliamentary  invefli- 
gation  of  a  m^eafure  of  flate,  with  which  the  recti- 
tude or  criminality  of  his  conduct  was  infeparably 
blended.  After  applying  this  matter  particularly 
and  forcibly  to  his  brother  officers  in  parliament,  as 
a„common  caufe  of  the  profeffion,  from  the  difcou- 
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^agement  and  injury  which  the  fervice  muft  fufFcr  1778. 
under  the  efi:abh(hment  of  luch  a  precedent,  and  v.-^-v^s^ 
various  other  confiderations  applied  to  different 
parts  of  the  Houfc,  he  wound  up  the  whole  of  that 
part  of  the  fubjed,  by  declaring,  that  he  waved  an 
appeal  to  private  fentiments,  and  dcfired  the  motion 
to  be  eonfidered  as  a  call  upon  the  public  duty  of 
the  Houfe  ;  and  he  required,  and  demanded,  in  his 
place  as  a  reprcfentative  of  the  nation,  a  full  and 
impartial  enquiry  into  the  caufcs  of  the  niifcariage 
of  the  northern  expedition  from  Canada. 

The  American  Minifler  declared  his  concern  for 
the  expofurc  of  the  private  letter,  which  he  attribute 
'  ed  to  accident,  or  official  miltake.  As  to  the  Ge- 
neral's not  having  accefs  to  his  Sovereign,  he  faid 
there  were  various  precedents  for  the  refufal,  until 
his  conduct  had  undergone  a  military  enquiry,  which 
could  not  yet  be  done.  And  concluded  that  as 
military  men  were  the  natural  and  proper  judges  of 
the  fubjedl,  he  could  not  fee  the  propriety  of  anv 
interference  by  parhament  in  the  bufinefs. 

The  quedion  being  at  length  put  on  Mr.  Fox's 
amendment,  it  was  rejected  on  a  divifion,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  144  to  95.  And,  the  m^ain  queftion,  after 
fome  unufual  warmth  of  altercation,  was  fet  by  at  a 
late  hour  by  the  previous  queflion,  which  was  car- 
ried without  a  divifion. 

A  few  days  after  was  brought  to  a  conclufion,  this 
long,  tedious,    and  exceedingly  laborious  feffion  of  June  3<^- 
Parliament.  A  fellion,  in  which  a  greater  number  of 
the  moll  interefling  and  important  public  queftions 
were  agitated,  although  not  generally  decided  upon, 
than  any  other,  perhaps,  within  the  fpace  of  a  cen-- 
tury  paft.     And  which  alfo  afforded  more  frequent 
room  for  expedlation  and  hope  to  the  people,   with 
refpecl  to  the  condu<3:  of  public   affairs,  than  any 
that  we  remember. 

CHAP.  . 
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CHAP,    xviir. 

State  of  the  hojlilc  armies  in  Philadelphia  and  its  veighlourhoon 
during  the  ^jointer.     Hard  condition  of  the  brave  army  under 
the  convention  of  Sarafop-a.      ouf^'enfion  of  the   treaty  hy  the 
con^refsi    until  a    ratification   is   obtained  from   the   court  cf 
Great- Britain.      rre:la'-''ri  eypeditions  from  Philadelphia  and 
Rhode  Ifland.      D^-anght  of  th'^  Conciliatory  Bills  puhlifoed-in 
America.     Effe/i  produced  by  it  on  both  f-^^s.      Condii^y  and 
refolutions    of  the  Congrefs.      Simeon  Dean   arri'u^i    nvith   the 
French   treaties.      Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrives  to  take  ihe  com- 
jnand  of  the  army  at  Philadelphia,   in  the  room  of  General ^.ir 
William   Houoe,    ^.vho   returns    to  England.      Arrival   of  the 
Comyniffioners  for  ^-eflo'-ing  peace,  iffc.     Letter  to  the  Congrefs. 
Secret  p.  ry   to   the   Conrmifi  overs    refufd   a  pa  [[port*      Anfiver 
returfied  hy  the  Congrefs    totheCominifioners.      Further  par- 
ticulars  relative  to  the  propofed  r.egociation.      Evacuation  of 
Philadelphia.     Difficulties  encountered  by  the  Britifo  army  in 
their  march  acrofs   the  ferfies.     General  Wafloington   croffes 
the  Del  any]  are.     Battle  n^ar  Monmouth.     Gen.  Lee  ^  tried  by 
a   court  martial,   and  fufpended.      Britift)   ariny  pafs   over  t(i> 
Sandy  Book  Jfand^   and  are  conveyed  by  the  f:et  to  Nciv  Tork. 
Toulon  fquadron  arrive  on  the  coafl  of  America.      Appear  before 
Sandy  Hook,  ivhcre  they  caf  anchor.     Alarm,  and  preparations 
at   Sandy    Hook  and  Kevj    Tork.      Departure  of  the  French 
fleet.      Arrival  oh'  reinforcements  to  Lord  Hoix-'e.      French  fleet 
appear  before  K'vjde  Ifland..  ■  Dsfenjive  preparations  by  General 
Sir  P^ohert   Pigot.      Invafdn   of  that  ifland  meditated  hy  the 
Americans,    to  fcccnd   t'-'e  operations   of  the    French.      Lord 
Hoive  fails  to  the  relief  of  Rhode  Ifland.      D'^Efaing,  quits  the 
harbour  and  pats  to  fea,  to  meet  the  Britifh  fquadron.     Fleets 
he  par  a  ted,  at  the , point  cf  ^na^^^ging^  hy  a  violent  form.      Capt. 
Ra.ynor,  in  t^?e  I/is,  bravely  engages  a  French  man  cfnvar  of  n^ 
puns.      D'Efiaing  returns  to  Rhode  Ifland,   and  proceeds  fro'-n 
thence  to  Bo  lion.      Is  purfned  hy  Lord  Hon.ve.      Gen.   Sullivan 
lands  in  R'->ode  Ifland.     Invefis   the  Britifo  pofls.     American 
army  greatly   difconcerted  by  ly Eftain^ s   departure.      Sulli- 
van   retreats,   and  at   length   totally   quits   ihe  ifland.     Lord 
Ho-MC,    finding  D' Eftaing  s  fquadron  fo  Jirongly  fecured  in 
Nantafket  F^oad,  as  to  render  an  attack  impraHicablej  returns 
frcni  Bcj'ion. 

"l^T^ROM  this  v^ar  of  words  and  opinions  in  the 

|j     old  work!,   vv'c  are  \t<l  to  a  war  of  deeds  and 

arms   in  the  new.     The  one  notwithilanding   the 

fup- 
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fuppofed  fuiTxrariry  decifivenefs  of  its  nature,  being  1778. 
little  more  conciufive  than  the  other.  The  hoftile  ^^-^^^^^'^ 
armies  at  Philadelphia  and  Valley  Forge,  palled  the 
fcverity  of  the  winter,  within  a  few  miles  of  each 
other,  in  great  quiet.  The  aiTailants,  however, 
contrary  to  the  general  courfe  and  circumftance  of 
war,  had  the  advantage  of  a  capital  city,  and  that 
a  fine  one,  for  their  quarters  ;  whilit  the  native 
army  was  imder  the  neceiiity  of  enduring  all  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  ieafon,  under  a  hutted  camp  in  the 
open  field.  Notwithfianding  this  great  advantage 
in  point  of  eafe  and  convenience,  the  lines  and  re- 
doubts with  which  it  was  found  neceiTary  to  cover 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  did  not  permit  the  Britifn 
or  auxiliary  forces  to  rult  in  their  military  habits, 
or  to  grow  languid  in  the  exercife  of  their  military 
duties.  Upon  the  whole,  the  army  was  well  fup- 
plied  and  lieakhy. 

In  the.  mean  time  the  gallant  and  unfortunate 
army,  that  h>d  been  under  a  neceiiity  of  fubmitting 
to  the  terms  of  the  convention  at  Saratoga,  m^et 
with  great  and  unex]:^v:6led  delays  and  difficulties 
in  refped:  to  their  return  to  Europe,  and  underwent 
many  grievous  vexations,  in  tliat  Itation  which  had 
been  allotted  for  their  reception  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Boflon.  The  former  of  thefe,  however, 
opened  the  great  ground  of  grievance,  as  the  fuc- 
ceeding  could  not  otherwife  have  been  of  any  con- 
fiderable  duration.  Notwitdanding  the  enmity 
which  unhappily  prevails  between  the  now  disjoined 
parts  of  the  Britifh  nation,  it  affords  us  no  fatisfac- 
tion  in  treating  this  fubjecl:,  that  truth  and  juflice 
com.pel  us,  ilrongly  to  condemn  the  conduct  of  the 
Congrefs ;  w^ho  ieem,  upon  this  occalion,  to  have 
departed  widely  from  that  iyitem  of  niirnei's,  equity, 
and  good  faith,  fo  effential  to  new  States,  and  which 
had  hitherto  appeared,  in  a  confiderable  degree, 
to  have  been  the  guide  of  thdr  actions. 

It 
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1778.        It  fecms  to  have  been  rather  unlucky,  at  leafl  in 


^-v>s-/ 


point  of  timCj  that  a  requifition  for  fome  deviation 
from  the  terms  of  the  convention,  had  been  made 
by  the  Bntifli  commanders.  This  was  for  the  em- 
barkation of  the  convention  troops,  either  at  the 
Sound,  near  New-York,  or  at  Rhode  Illand,  inftead 
of  Bofton,  which  was  the  place  appointed  for  their 
departure  to  Europe.  And  in  confequence  of  the 
expectation  entertained,  that  this  propofal  would 
have  been  complied  with,  the  tranfports  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  troops  were  affembled  at  Rhode 
Illand.  The  Congrefs,  hov/e/er,  not  only  refufed 
to  .comply  with  the  requifition,  but  made  it  a 
ground  of  a  pretended  fufpicion,  that  the  meafure 
was  propofed,  merely  to  afford  an  opportunity  to 
the  convention  troops  to  join  their  fellows,  with  an 
intention  then  of  making  fome  pretence  for  evading 
or  breaking  the  terms  of  capitulation,  and  con- 
tinuing to  act  in  America  to  the  great  detriment 
and  danger  of  the  common  caufe.  To  ftrengthen 
this  colour  of  fufpicion,  they  pretended,  that  the 
26  tranfports  which  were  provided  at  Rhode  Illand, 
were  infufficient  for  the  conveyance  of  above  5,600 
men,  in  a  winter  voyags  to  Europe  ;  and,  that  in 
the  prefeut  ftate  of  things,  with  refped  to  provi- 
fions,  both  in  the  Britiih  fleet  and  army,  it  was 
fcarcely  poillble  that  they  could  have  been  victualled 
for  fo  long  a  voyage,  and  fo  great  a  number,  in  fo 
fhort  a  time. 

In  the  mean  time  great  complaints  having  been 
Conprefs  "^^^^5   ^7  '^^^  Britidi   otHcers  near  Bofton,  of  the 
breaksthe  badnefs  of  the  quarters  with  which  they  had  been 
conven-     provided,    and    which  they  reprefented,    as    being 
tion  of      neither  conformable  to  their  expectation,  rank,  or 
Saratoga.  ^^  ^^^t  terms  of  the  capitulation,  the  fenfe  and  con- 
ftruction  of  fome   ftrong  expoitulation  which  was 
made    by  General  Burgoyne,   in  a  letter  of  com- 
plaint   upon   the  fubject,  was  wreded  by  the  Con- 
grefs to  a  direct   declaratiea,   that  the   convention 

had 
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had  been  broken  on  their  part,  by  a  violation  of  its  1778. 
conditions.  This  they  reprefcnted  as  a  matter  of  ^^''v>^ 
the  moil  ferious  and  alarming  nature  ;  which  indi- 
cated a  full  intention  in  the  Britifh  General  and 
army,  to  confider  the  convention  as  diffolved,  by 
this  fuppofed  violation  of  it  which  was  charged  on 
their  fide,  as  foon  as  they  got  within  the  limits  of 
their  power ;  and  a  declaration  of  the  fort  now 
made,  under  the  prefent  circumftance  of  that  army, 
would  appear,  they  laid,  no  fmail  public  juilihcation 
of  their  future  conduct,  in  ading  as  if  they  were 
in  no  degree  bound,  when  at  large,  by  a  capitu- 
lation, which  they  had  formerly  dilavov.'ed  under 
'  reflraint. 

Some  paltry  refolutions  which  were  palled,  as  to 
the  foldiers  not  having  faithfully  delivered  up  all 
their  accoutrements,  were  of  fo  fhameful  a  nature, 
as  to  be  highly  difgraceful  to  the  Congrefs  ;  and 
fcemed  (Irongly  to  indicate,  that  they  were  ready 
to  grafp  at  any  pretence,  hov/ever  weak  or  futile, 
by  which  they  could  evade  the  terms  of  the  con- 
vention, without  incurring  the  charge  of  a  direct 
breach  of  public  faith. 

It  w^as  in  vain  that  the  General  explained  the 
intention,  as  well  as  the  conilrudion  of  that  palTage 
in  his  letter,  which  went  no  farther  than  to  a  well 
founded  complaint,  and  a  demand  of  redrefs  pur- 
fuant  to  the  terms  of  the  convention.  It  was'to  as 
little  purpofe  that  his  officers,  in  order  to  remove 
this  new  difficulty,  refpeclively  figned  their  parole, 
which  they  had  hitherto  refufed  doing,  untill  they  • 
could  obtain  redrefs  in  the  article  of  quarters,  and 
which  was  not  at  any  time  granted.  The  General 
even  offered  to  pledge  himfelf,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  injurious  fufpicion  entertained  of  his  own 
honour  and  that  of  his  offi.cers,  they  would  ftill  join 
with  him  in  figning  any  writing  or  inftrument  that 
might  be  thought  neceifary,  for  llrengthening,  con- 
firming^ 


544]  T/je  HIST  DRY  of  the  Chap.  XVIII. 

1778.     firming,    or    renewing    the  validity  of    the    con- 
^^.y^nu    vention. 

But  the  Congrcfs  were  inexorable.  It  was  eafily 
feen,  that  the  meafure  which  they  had  adopted  was 
not  fo  lightly  taken  as  to  be  eafily  given  up  ;  and 
that  explanations  and  fecurities  could  produce  no 
effect  on  their  determination.  They  had  paiTed  a 
Tan.  8.  refoiution  from  w^hich  they  never  receded,  that  the 
embarkation  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army 
fhould  be  fufpendcd,  until  a  didind  and  explicit 
ratification  of  the  convention  at  Saratoga  Ihould  be 
properly  notified  by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to 
Congrefs.  Although  the  treaties  between  France 
and  America  were  not  at  that  time  concluded,  it 
does  not  feem  impofiible,  that  the  councils  of  that 
court  had  fome  confiderable  ooeration  upon  the 
condud  of  the  Congrefs  in  this  extraordinary  tranf- 
aOiion.  Perhaps  being  fo  clofely  preiTed  as  they 
were,  by  a  part  only  of  the  King's  forces,  then  in 
aftual  pofleflion  of  the  nioft  confiderable  of  their 
cities,  for  magnitude,  wealth  and  commanding  fitu- 
ation,  they  thought,  that  fuffering  thofe  convention 
troops  to  be  fent  to  Europe,  from  whence  they 
might  be  eafily  replaced,  would  entirely  turn  againlt 
them  thefcale  of  war  ;  and  therefore,  they  chofe  to 
facrifice  their  reputation,  by  an  ad;  never  excufable, 
rather  than  their  Being  at  this  critical  hour. 

Some  fuccefsful  predatory  expeditions  into  the 
Jerfies,  and  on  the  Delaware,  with  the  furprize  of 
a  party  of  the  enemy  (who  fuffered  no  inconfider- 
able  lofs  in  m.en)  on  the  Penfylvania  fide,  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Abercrombie,  were  the  only  mili- 
tary operations  w^iich  diflinguifhed  the  remaining 
adminifiration  of  General  Sir  WiUiam  Howe  in  the 
command  of  the  army.  The  lofs  of  the  Americans 
in  thefe  expeditions,  and  in  fome  others,  which 
were  undertaken  from  Rhode  Ifland  tow^ards  the 
end  of  May,  was  exceedingly  great,  both  with  re- 

foeS 
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fped  to  public  and  private  property.  Ships,  boats,  1778. 
houiles,  places  of  vvorfnip,  Itores  of  all  forts,  and  of  ^^-^^"^^^ 
whatever  nature,  whether  public  or  private  ;  in  a 
word  every  thing  ufcful  to  man  that  was  liable  to 
the  adion  of  fire,  was  in  fome  places  coafumed  by 
it.  Tl>e  officers,  however,  attributed  fome  of  the 
enormities^  with  refpecl  to  the  burning  of  private 
iiouies,  to  the  licence  and  rage  of  the  foldiers,  and 
declared  them  to  be  entirely  contrary  to  their  in- 
tentions and  orders. 

The  Americans,  as  ufual,  made  the  fevered  W^^* 
charges  of  cruelty,  many  of  which  we  hope  to  ^"S^^" 
be  unfounded,  againlt  the  troops  employed  iuf^ravi- 
thefe  expeditions.  Particularly  the  denial  of  quar-  gorous 
tcr,  and  the  llaughtering  men  in  cold  blood,  campaign 
feveral  of  whom,  they  faid,  neither  had  arms  in 
their  hands,  nor  were  in  any  military  capacity. 
They  alio  complained,  (on  the  Rhode  Illand  fide, 
where  the  charges  were  flronger  made)  as  a  lefs 
cruel,  though  not  more  defenfible  ad:  of  in- 
juiLice,  the  carrying  off  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  and  detaining  them  as  prifoners  of  war, 
until  they  Ihould  at  fome  time  or  other  be  exchang- 
ed, for  an  equal  number  of  foldiers  taken  on  their 
fide  in  arms.  And  although  it  was  replied  to  this 
complaint,  that  as  by  their  laws,  every  inhabitant 
from  16  to  60,  was  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  take 
up  arms  and  was  therefore  to  be  conhdered  and 
treated  at  all  times  as  a  foldier,  whether  he  was 
found  inaclual  fervice  or  not,  we  can  by  no  means 
think  the  reafoning  included  in  this  aniwcr  fatisfac- 
tory  or  conclufive.  L'pon  the  whole,  even  if  the 
treaty  betvveen  France  and  America  had  not  un- 
happily rendered  all  hope  ol  fuccefs  from  the  pre- 
fent  conciliatory  fyftem  hopelefs,  theie  predaiory 
irritating  expeditions  would  have  appeared  pecu- 
liarly ill  timed  and  unlucky.  Though  flrongly  and 
warmly  recom.mended  by  many  here  as  the  moii; 
eiieclual  mode  of  war,  we  fcarceiy  remember  an  in- 

A  a  a  a  fiance 
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1778.    fiance  in  which  they  have  not  been  more  mifchicv- 
v^'>~^'    ciis  than  uictui  to   the  grand  objects,   either  of  re- 
ducing, or  of  reconcihng  the  colonies. 

During  thefe  tranfadions,  neither  the  Congrefs 
nor  General  VVafhington,  omitted  any  means  or 
preparation  for  a  vigorous  campaign  *,  whilil  both, 
in  their  public  ads,  boldly  held  out  to  the  people 
the  hope  of  its  being  the  laft,  and  of  their  driving 
the  Britifh  forces  entirely  out  of  America.  The 
General,  having  now  proved  the  fubmiflion  and  pa- 
tience of  his  army  in  their  long  winter  encamp- 
ment, ftruck  of  all  the  fuperabundant  baggage  both 
of  men  and  officers,  to  the  cloiefl:  line  of  necelfity, 
and  ventured  upon  every  other  reform,  which  could 
render  them  agile  in  fervice,  and  eifeclive  in  a£fion. 
He  alfo  tried  the  influence  of  his  own  name  and 
character,  by  a  public  letter  to  the  farmer's  of  the 
Middle  colonies  to  requeft  their  providing  and  fat- 
tening cattle  for  the  fervice  of  the  army  in  the 
enfuing  campain.  The  Congrefs,  among  their 
other  attentions  to  the  war,  iffued  a  relolution, 
ilrongly  urging  the  young  gentlemen  of  the  diffe- 
rent colonies  to  raife  a  body  of  light  cavalry,  to  ferve 
at  their  own  cxpence,  during  the  campaign  ;  offer- 
ing thcmfuch  allurements  and  honorary  di(lin6lions 
in  the  fervice  as  were  calculated  to  reconcile  that 
order  of  men,  to  the  reftraints  and  duties  of  a  mili- 
tary life,  in  the  fimple  rank  and  character  of  private 
volunteers. 

A  rough  draught  of  the  conciliatory  bills,  as  they 
appeared  on  the  firff  reading  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, was  received  at  New- York  by  Governor 
Tryon,  about  the  middle  of  April,  who  ufed  all 
m.eans  to  circulate  them  among  the  people  at  large 
of  the  revolted  colonies. 

This  unexpected   meafure   of    Miniftry  in  Eng- 
^       land,  excited  equal  alloaifliment  and  indignation  in 

Gur 
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«ur  own  army,  who  thought  that  nothing  could  ex-    ^yyS, 
cecd  the  decjradation  which  they  felt  in  fuch  a  con-   ^-^"^^ 
cellion.     The  nature  and  circumftances  of  the  war, 
and  the  Ion?  courfe  of  injuries  and  lofl'es  which  had.  ,/^^!^ 
been  offered  and  received,  had  by  this  time  render-  J^^^^^     \ 
cd  eve -7  individual  a  partizan  in  the  contefl.    They  Ini^li^na- 
had  been  tan 'ht  to  think  that  nothinc:  lefs  than  ah-  tion  ex- 
folute  conquell  on  their  fide,  or  the  mod  uncondi-  /^^''^^  ^y 
tional  fubmiiTion  on  the  other,  could  brinp-  it  to  a  ^^'^^''"^'7 

o  on  the 

conclufion.     They  blufhed  at  the  recolied:ion,  and  receipt  of 
thought  their  peribnal  honour  wounded  in   the  re-  the  con- 
cantation  which  was  now  to   be  made,    of  all  that  ciliatoiy 
high  language  and  treatment  which  they  had  been 
accuilomed  to  hold  or  to  offer  to  rebels.     The  dif- 
appointment  was  the  greater,   as  thefe  papers  were 
the    fubftitute  to  a  reinforcement  of  20,000  men, 
which  they  had  expeded.     if  fuch   were  the   feel- 
ings  of  the  Britiili  army,  it  mav  not  be  eafy  to  de- 
fcribe  thofe  of  the  numerous  body  of  i^merican  re- 
fugees, whofe  paiTions  being  irritated  to  the  higheft 
degree,  thought   they  beheld   all  their  public   and 
private  hopes,  as  well  as  the  gratification  of  their  * 

peribnal  refentments,  cut  oil  at  one  blow.  The 
bills  were  not,  however,  to  produce  the  effect  that 
was  expelled  or  apprehended  ;  and,  unhappily,  an 
end  was  not  yet  to  be  put  to  the  calamities  of  war. 

The  mode  of  circulating  thefe  papers,  v/as  confi-xheCon- 
dered,    or    reprefented,   by   the  Americans,    as  an  grefscon- 
i.iiiiious   attempt  to    divide  the  people ;    and    the  ^^'^"'•'^  ^'';^^ 
Congrefs,  to  fnew  their  contempt  of  it,  ordered  them  ^°   .  '^' 
t'.     be    immediately    publiihed   in    their    Gazettes.  \^„  ^>^^^ 
G -aeral  Warning:ton,  in  anfwer  to  Governor  Trvon, 
w.iQ   had   fent    him  feveral  conies  of  the  drauQ:hts, 
with  a  requeH:  that  they  might   be  circulatd   among 
the  officers  and  men  of  his   army,    encloi'ed  in  his 
letter   to  him  a  Printed  news-paper,    in  which  they 
had  been  inferted  by  the   order   of  the  Congrefs  ; 
accompanied  by  the  printed  refolutlons  of  that  body 
upon  the  fubjcd.    And  Quveruor  Turn  bull,  upon  a 

firuilapr     * 
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1778.    fimilar  letter  and  application,    obfcrved,  that  pro- 
^^-^'^'^^^    pofitions  of  peace  were  ufually  made  from  the  fu- 
preme   authority  of  one    contending  power  to  the 
fimilar  anthority  of  the  other  ;  and  that  the  prcfent, 
was    the  firfl:  inftance   within   his   recolle£lion,  in 
which  they  had  ever  been  addreiTed  to  the  people 
at  large  of  the  oppofite  power   as  an  overture  of 
reconciliation.     He  proceeded  with  the  following, 
words,    *'  There  was   a  day  when  even  this  ftep, 
from   our  then   acknowledged  parent  flate,    might 
have  been  accepted  with    joy  and  gratitude  ;    but 
that  day,  fir,   is  pad  irrevocably.     The  repeated 
rejedion    of    our  fmccre  and  fiifficiently  humble 
petitions ;    the  commencement  of  hoftilities  ;    the 
inhumanity  which  has   marked  the  profecution  of 
the  war  on  your  part  in  its  feveral  ftages  ;  the  in- 
folence  which  difpiays  itfelf  on  every  petty  advan- 
tage ;  the  cruelties   which  have  been  exercifed  on 
thofe  unhappy  men,  whom  the  fortune  of  war  has 
thrown  into  your  hands  ;  all  thefe  are  infuperablc 
bars  to  the  very  idea  of  concluding   a  peace  with 
Great  Britain,    on  any  other  conditions,  than   the 
mofl    abfolute   perfect   Independence."      Ke   con- 
cluded   his   letter  with    the   following    obfcrvation 
upon  the   refloration  of  union  by  a  ialling  and  ho- 
nourable peace,    which  he    declared   to  be  the  ar. 
dent  wifh  of  every  honed  American,   viz.     "  The 
Britifh  nation  may  then,  perhaps,  find  us  as  affec- 
tionate and  valuable  friends  as  we  now  are  deter- 
mined and  fatal  enemies,  and  will  deiive  from  that 
friendOiip  more  folid  and    real  advantage  than  the 
meft  fanguinc  can  expect  from  conqueft. 

April  zz       The  refult  of  the  deliberations,    and    of  feveral 
refolutions    upon  the  fubjed  by  the  Congrefs,  was 
a  declaration,  that  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  who 
fhould  prefame  to  make  any  feparate  or  partial  con- 
vention   or   agreement  with  Commiflioners  under 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,    fhould  be  confidered 
a^id  treated  as  enemies  to  the  United  States.     Th^t 

the 
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the  United  States,  could  not  with  propriety  hold  1778. 
any  conference  or  treaty  with  any  Commiffioners  ^^-'^"^'^^^ 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  unlefs  they  Ihould, 
as  a  preliminary  thereto,  either  withdraw  their 
fleets  and  armies,  or  elfe,  in  pofitive  and  exprcfs 
terms,  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  faid 
States.  And,  inafmuch  as  it  appeared  to  be  the 
defign  of  their  enemies,  to  kill  them  into  a  fatal 
fecurity,  they  called  upon  the  feveral  dates,  to  ufc 
the  moft  flrenuous  exertions,  to  have  their  refpe6:ive 
quotas  of  troops  in  the  field  as  foon  as  poiTible  ; 
and  that  all  their  militia  might  be  held  in  readinefs 
to  ad  as  occafion  Ihould  require.  All  the  refolu- 
-  tions  upon  this  fubjecl  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

In  a   few  days  after,    Simeon  Deane  arrived  ex-  yr^j  2 
prefs   from  Paris,   at  York  Town  where  the   Con-  o: 
grefs  had  fat  iince  the  lofs  of  Philadelphia,  with  thofe  Deane 
fatal  inilruments,    which    feemed  to  (lamp  a  feal  arrives 
upon  the  fsparation  of  America  from  England.    He  with  the 
Iiad  been  conveyed  from  France  in  a  Royal  frigate  ^'"^^^7°^" 
of   28  guns,  appomted  for  the  purpofe,  and  brought  prance 
with  him,   for  ratification  by  the  Congrefs,   copies  and 
of  tlie  two  treaties,  of  alliance,  and  of  commerce,  Amerka 
which  had  been  concluded  between  France  and  the 
United  Srates.     The  lad  of  thele  was  the  firli:  that 
had   l)een  executed,    being  figned  on  the  30th    of 
January  ;   the  treaty  of  alliance  was  dated  the  6th 
of  February.     D:^ane  alio  brought  an  account  of 
mmy  ochjr  matters  which  were  highly  pleafmg,  as 
well  as  what  related   to  the  hiflory  of  the  negocia- 
tion,  and  of  its  coiicluilon. 

The  joy  and  exultation  of  the  Americans  upon 
this  occafion,  could  only  be  rivalled  by  their  public 
demonllrations  of  them.  Tne  Congrefs  immedi- 
ately publiflied  a  Gazette,  which,  befides  a  lum- 
inary of  the  general  information  they  had  received, 
exaibited  fome  of  the  moll:  flattering  articles  of  the 
treaties,  with  their  own  comments  upon  them,  to 

th^ 
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1773.  the  people;  in  which  the  extraordinaay  equity,gcne- 
^-^"^'^  f^^^^ty^  ^^^  unparalleled  honour,  (as  they  defcribed 
it)  of  the  French  King,  were  extolled  in  the  higheil: 
degree.  In  this  piece,  they  leemed  to  count  upon 
Spain  as  being  already  a  virtual  party  to  the  alliance, 
and  to  confider  the  naval  force  of  both  nations  as 
united  in  their  caiife.  They  alfo  built  much  upon 
the  friendihip  of  otlier  great  powers,  and  boailcd 
of  the  favourable  difpoiition  of  Europe  in  general 
to  America. 

May  %  About  the  fame  time.  Gen.  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
SirHenry  arrived  to  take  the  command  of  the  army  at  Phila- 
Srlhe  ^^H^^^^^'  ^^  ^^^"  ^oom  of  Sir  William  Howe  ;  who 
commif.  ret^i^ned  to  England,  to  the  great  regret  of  both 
fionerf}  ofiicers  and  foldiery  in  general.  In  the  beginning 
arrive  at  of  Juuc,  the  three  CommilTioners  from  England, 
Phfladcl-  being  theEarlof  Carliile,  Mr.  Eden,  and  Governor 
^  ^^  Johnilone,  (with  whom  were  joined  in  the  com- 
milTion,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton) arrived  in  the  Delaware. 

T  The    CommiiTioners    immeu.ately   difpatched    a 

III!)**    Q         1  . 

J^jf,  ^      letter,  with   the  late   a6ls  of  parliament,  a  copy  of 

patche  a   their  cotnmiffion  and  other  papers,    to  the  Prelident 

letter,  c^c  of  the  Congrels  ;  but  their  Secretary,  Dr.  Fergufon, 

to  con-     -^yi^Q  ^vas  intended  to  convey  the  papers,   and  to  ad 

®    **         as  an  agent   for  conducing  the  negociation  upon 

the  Ipot  with  the  Congrefs,  being  retufed  a  pailport 

for  that  purpoie,  they  were  obliged  to  forward  them 

by  common  means. 

The  CommifTioners  propofed,  even  at  this  outfet, 
Several  concefTions  and  arrangements,  which,  at 
an  earlier  period,  would  have  reltored  peace  and 
felicity  to  the  whole  empire.  They  offered  to  con- 
fent  to  an  immediate  celfation  of  hoflilities  by  fea 
and  land.— To  redore  a  free  intercourfe,  and  to 
renew  the  common  benefits  of  naturalization  through 
the  feyeral  parts  of  the  empire.— To  extend  every 

freedom 
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freedom  to  trade,  that  the  refpeftive  interefls  on  1778. 
both  fides  could  require.—  To  agree  that  no  mili-  V-^vv^ 
tary  force  fhould  be  kept  up  in  the  different  ftates 
of  North  America,  without  the  confent  of  the 
General  Congrefs,  or  of  the  particular  airembhes.— 
To  concur  in  meafures  calculated  to  difcharge  the 
debts  of  America,  and  to  raifc  the  credit  and  value' 
of  the  paper  circulation.— To  perpetuate  the  com- 
mon union,  by  a  reciprocal  deputation  of  an  agent 
or  Tigents,  from  the  ditlerent  (tates,  who  fhould  have 
the  privilege  of  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain  ;  or,  if  fent  from  Britain  in  that 
cafe  to  have  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  aiTemblies  of  the 
'diiferent  iiates  to  which  they  might  be  deputed 
rcfpe£liveiy,  in  order  to  attend  the  feveral  in- 
terefls of  thofe  by  v;hom  they  were  deputed.— 
And,  in  Ihort,  to  efiablifh  the  power  of  the  re- 
fpe£live  legiilatures  in  each  particular  Hate,  to  fettle 
its  revenue,  its  civil  and  militarv  cdabliHiment,  and 
to  exercil'e  a  perfed  fi-eedom  of  legillation  and  in- 
ternal government;  fothat  thcEritifh  Hates  through- 
out North  America,  ading  with  Great  Britain  in 
peace  and  war,  under  one  common  Sovereign, 
might  have  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  everv  pri- 
vilege, that  v.as  fliort  of  a  total  feparation  of  inte- 
reit,  or  confident  with  that  union  of  force,  on 
which  the  fafety  of  the  common  religion  and  liberty 
depends. 

Although   thefe  papers   produced  very  confider-  Congrefs 
nble  debates,  which  v/ere  renewed  on  diiierent  days,  anfwers 
from  the  nth  to  the  17th  of  June,  in  the  Congrefs,  '' '^ 
yettheanfwer  which  they  then  returned,  through  the 
medium  of    their  Prefident,  Henry  Laurens,    v.-as 
fufliciently  brief,    hov.'ever   conclufive.     They    ob- 
ferved  to  the  Commiflioners,    that  the  acts  of  the 
Britiih  parliament,  the  commiilion  from  their  Sove- 
reign, and  their  letter,  fuppofed  the  people  o^  thofe 
Hates  to  be  fubjecls  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
and  were  founded  on  the  idea  of  dependence,  whicl^^ 

was 
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1778.  was  totally  inadmiffible.  They  informed  them, 
* — sn—'  that  they  were  inclined  to  pc:ace,  notwithflanding 
the  unjull  claims  from  which  the  war  originated, 
and  the  favage  manner  in  which  it  had  been  con- 
ducted. 1  hey  would  therefore  be  ready  to  enter 
upon  the  confideration  oi  a  treaty  of  peace  and  com- 
merce, not  inconfnlent  with  treaties  already  fubiilt- 
ing,  when  the  King  of  Great  Britain  iliould  demon- 
flrate  a  fmcere  difpofition  for  that  purpole.  But, 
the  only  folid  proof  of  that  difpofition  would  be, 
an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  independence 
of  thofe  ftates,  orthe  withdrawing  of  his  fleets  and 
armies. 

Such  were  the  conditions,  which  an  unhappy 
concurrence  of  events  induced  on  the  one  fide,  and 
which  the  operation  of  the  fame  caufes  rendered 
inadmiflible  on  the  other.  The  Congrefs,  at  the 
fame  time,  iffued  an  unanimous  approbation  of  Gen. 
Walhington's  conduct  in  refuhng  a  palfport  to  Dr. 
Fergufon. 

Although  the  Congrefs,  as  a  body  did  not  enter 
into  any  litigation  with  the  Commiilioncrs  upon 
the  general  fubject  of  their  milfion,  yet  fome  of 
their  members,  particularly  Mr,  Drayton,  one  of 
the  delegates  for  South  Carolina,  and  others,  per- 
haps, not  officially  connected  with  them,  entered 
the  lills  of  controverfy  in  the  public  papers,  with 
no  fmall  degree  of  acrimony.  For,  as  the  Com- 
miiTioners  feemed  to  carry  along  with  them  an  idea, 
which  at  the  time  of  their  appointment,  was  endea- 
voured with  great  care  to  be  eftablilhed  in  Eng- 
land, viz.  "  that  the  bulk  of  the  Americans  were 
well  affeded  to  the  Britilli  government,  and  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  remainder  were  only  held 
in  a  ilate  of  delufion  by  the  Congrefs'*  they  accord- 
ingly, upon  this  failure  of  negociation  with  that 
body,  directed  their  future  publications,  in  the  man- 
ner   of  appeals  to   the  people  at  large  \  feeming, 

therebv. 
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thereby,  to  realize  in  fome  degree,  the  charge  fo  1778. 
repeatedly  made  on  the  other  fide,  that  their  only  Vvv-' 
objed  was,  under  the  infidious  appearance  of  con- 
ciliation, to  excite  either  a  feparation  amongft  the 
colonies,  or  the  people  to  tumults  againft  their 
refpedive  governments.  And,  as  the  Congrefs 
not  only  permitted,  but  affecled  to  forward,  the 
publication  of  all  matters  upon  the  fubjedt,  fo,  the 
writers  we  have  mentioned,  undertook  to  obviate 
the  effecl:,  which  thofe  iffued  by  the  CommifFioners 
might  have  upon  the  people  at  large. 

The  ftrongeft  argument  which  they  held  out 
upon  this  occafion  to  the  people  was,  that  they  had 
already  concluded  a  folemn  treaty  with  France,*  on 
the  footing  of,  and  for  the  eflablifhment  of  their 
independency.  That  if  they  now  treated  with  the 
CommifFioners  upon  the  ground  of  dependence, 
they  fhould  at  once  break  their  faith  with  France, 
forfeit  their  credit  with  all  foreign  nations,  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  faithlefs  and  infamous  people,  and  for 
evermore  be  cut  off  from  even  the  hope  of  foreign 
fuccour  or  refource.  At  the  fame  time  they  would 
be  thrown  totally  on  the  mercy  of  thofe,  who  had 
already  purfued  every  meafure  of  fraud,  force, 
cruelty,  and  deceit  for  their  deftrudion ;  as  nei- 
ther the  King,  the  Minifters,  nor  the  Parliament  of 
England,  would  be  under  a  neceffity  of  ratifying 
any  one  condition  which  they  agreed  upon  with 
the  CommifTioners.  Or  if  they  even  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  ratify  them  for  prefent  purpofes,  it  would 
be  only  to  call  a  new  parliament  to  undo  the  whole. 
Nothing,  they  faid,  could  be  trufted  to  an  enemy 
whom  they  had  already  found  fo  faithlefs,  and  fo 
obftinately  perfevering  in  malice  and  cruelty.  The 
fraudulent  intention  of  the  propofed  negociation, 
they  faid  was  ftrongly  evinced,  by  the  CommiiTi- 
oners  holding  out  conditions  which  went  far  beyond 
their  avowed  powers ;  being  neither  warranted  by 
B  b  b  b the 
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1778.    the  commilTion,    nor   by  the  afts    of   parliament 
^-''■^'^^   which  they  prefented. 
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If  any  ftrong  hope  of  fuccefs  in  the  negociation 
had  remained,  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  confequent  retreat  of  the  army  to  the  north- 
ward, juft  at  the  arrival  of  the  CommifTioners, 
would  have  completely  frullrated  them.  Commif- 
fioners  accompanying  a  retreating  army,  which  was 
in  the  a£l  of  abandoning  the  principal  advantage  of 
two  years  war,  could  not  promife  the mfe Ives  a  great 
fuperiority  in  any  treaty  ;  and  the  more  advantage- 
ous the  offers  which  they  fhould  make  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  the  more  their  conceflions  would  be 
confidered  as  proofs  of  weaknefs,  not  of  good  will. 
This  meafure  was  carried  into  execution  on  the  1 8th 
of  June,  and  the  whole  Britiih  army  palfed  the  De- 
laware on  the  fame  day,  without  interruption  or 
danger,  under  the  excellent  difpofitions  made  by  the 
Admiral,  Lord  HowCj  for  the  purpofe^ 

Wafhington,  having  penetrated  into  the  inten* 
tlon  of  abandoning  Philadelphia,  had  already  fent 
General  Maxwell  with  his  brigade  to  reinforce  the 
Jerfey  militia,  in  order  to  throw  every  pollible  ob- 
Ih  udion  in  the  way  of  the  Britifh  army,  fo  that  by 
impeding  their  progrefs,  he  might  himfelf  be  en- 
abled to  bring  up  his  force  in  fuch  time,  as  to  pro- 
fit of  thofe  opportunites,  which,  it  was  well  to  be 
fuppofed  fo  long  a  march  through  fo  a  dangerous  a 
country  would  have  afforded,  of  attacking  them 
with  great  advantage.  This  detached  corps  and 
the  militia,  didnot,  however,  effedany  thing  more  of 
importance  than  the  breaking  down  of  the  bridges; 
the  great  fuperiority  of  the  Britifh  force,  having 
obliged  them  to  abandon  the  ftrong  pafs  at  Mount 
Holly,  v.'itliout  venturing  an  oppofition. 

^    The  Britifli  army,  notwithflanding,  encountered 
much  toil,   difficulty,  and  numberlcfs  impediments. 

iu 
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in  their  march.      They  were  encumbered  with  an    1778. 
enormous  baggage,  including  provifions  ;  the  num-  ^^^v^^ 
ber  of  loaded  horfes  and  wheel  carriages  being   fo 
great,  as  to  cover  an  extent  of  twelve  miles,  in  the 
narrow  line  of  march,  which  the  nature   of  the 
country  and   roads  afforded.       This   incumbrance 
fo  far  at  leafl  as  related  to  the  provifion,  proeeded 
however,   from  the  forefight  and  wifdom  of    the 
General,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ;  who  being  well  aware 
that  the  hoflility  of  the  country  would  cut  off  every 
fource  of    fubfiftance  from  the  troops,   v/hich  was 
not  within  their  own  immediate  comprehenfion,  and 
being  alfo  uncertain  as  to  the  delays  and  obilruc- 
tions  which  might  occur  on  his  march,  was  too 
prudent  to  put  the  fi^te  of  a  whole  army  in  any  de- 
gree of  hazzard,  for  the  trouble  or  difficulty  that  at- 
tended the  conveyance  of  a  certain   and  fufficient 
fupply.    The  heat  of  the  weather,    which  was  then 
excefllve,   with  the  clofenefs  of  the  narrow  roads 
through  the  woods,  and  the  conflant  labour  of  re- 
newing or  repairing   bridges,   in  a  country  every 
where  interfecled  with  creeks  and  marihy  brooks, 
were,  all  together  feverely  felt  by  the  army. 

From  all  thefe  caufes  its  progrefs  was  exceeding- 
ly flow  ;  and  nothing  lefs  than  thefe  could  have  ac- 
counted, for  its  fpending  fo  many  days  in  traverfmg 
fo  narrow  a  country.  When  the  army  had  advan- 
ced to  Allen's-Town,  it  became  a  matter  of  con- 
sideration with  the  General,  whether  to  keep  the 
diredcourfe  towards  Staten  Ifland,  acrofs  the  Rari- 
ton,  or  whether,  by  taking  his  road  to  the  right,  and 
drawing  towards  the  fea  coail,  he  fliould  pufh  on  to 
Sandv-Hook.  He  knew  that  the  Generals  Wafli- 
ington  and  Lee,  with  the  whole  continental  force 
on  that  fide,  had  already  pafled  the  Delaware  ;  and 
he  had  heard,  that  General  Gates  with  the  northern 
army,  was  advancing  to  join  them  on  the  Rariton. 
Ihe  difficulty  of  palling  the  Rariton,  and  the  cir~ 
cjumilanccs  with  which  it  mi^ht  have  been  attended 

under 
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1778.   under  his  incumbrances,  in  the  face  of  an  enemy, 

^-''"^'^^  with  other  concurring  caufes,  determined  him  to  the 

right  hand-courfe,  as  much  the  more  ehgible. 

On  the  other  hand,  General  Wafhington,  who 
had  crofled  the  Delaware  far  above  Philadelphia,  at 
Coryel's  Ferry,  attributed,  with  his  ufual  forefight 
and  caution,  the  How  movements  of  the  Britilh 
army  to  a  defign  of  decoying  him  into  the  low 
country,  when,  by  a  rapid  movement  on  the  right, 
they  might  gain  pofTelTion  of  the  ftrong  grounds 
above  him,  and  fo  enclofmg  his  army  to  the  river, 
force  him  to  a  general  engagement  under  every  dif- 
advantage.  Under  this  perluafion,  in  which  it  is 
poffible  his  fagacity  deceived  him,  as  the  peculiar 
circumftances  of  the  Britifh  army  rendered  it  total- 
ly incapable  of  any  fuch  rapid  movements  as  he  ap- 
prehended, the  llownefs  on  the  one  fide  retarded  the 
motions  on  the  other.  It  is,  however,  likewife  pro- 
bable, that  Walhington  rcferved  himielF  entire  for 
the  palfage  of  the  Rariton  ;  which  he  concluded 
would  have  been  their  courie,  and  which  he  knew 
would  have  alibrded  him  great  advantage  in  an  at- 
tack. 

But  when  he  difcovered  that  the  Britifh  army 
had  departed  from  its  expected  line  of  di- 
redion,  and  was  bending  its  way  on  the  other 
fide  towards  the  fea-coall,  he  immediately  changed 
his  fyftem,  and  fent  feveral  detachments  of  chofen 
troops,  under  the  General  condud  of  the  Marquis 
de  Fayette,  to  harrafs  the  army  in  its  march,  hirafelf 
following,  at  a  fuitable  diftance,  with  the  whole 
force,  iis  affairs  grew  more  critical  upon  the  near 
approach  of  the  van  of  one  army  to  the  rear  of  the 
other.  General  Lee  was  difpatched  with  two  bri- 
gades, to  reinforce,  and  to  take  the  command  of  the 
advanced  corps  ;  which  by  Wafhington's  account 
amounted  then  to  about  5000  men,  although  from 

the 
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the  feveral  detach-ments  which  he  fpecifies,  it  would    1778. 
feem  to  have  been  flronger.  v-^o^^^ 

Sir  Henry  Chnton,  on  the  march  to  a  place  called 
Freehold,  judging  from  the  number  of  the  enemy's 
light  troops  which  hovered  on  his  rear,  that  their 
main  body  was  at  no  great  diitance,  judiciouily  de- 
termined to  free  that  part  of  the  army,  from  the 
incumbrance  and  impediment  of  the  baggage,  which 
he  accordingly  placed  under  the  condud  of  Gen- 
ral  Knyphaulen,  who  led  the  firfl  column  of 
the  army.  The  other,  which  covered  the  line  of 
march,  being  now  difengaged  and  free  for  a6lion, 
formed  a  body  of  troops  which  could  not  eafily  be 
equalled,  and  v/as  under  the  immediate  command  of 
the  General.  It  was  coinpofed  of  the  3d,  4th,  and 
5th  brigades  of  Britiih,  two  battalions  of  Britiih,  and 
the  Hefiian  grenadiers,  a  battalion  of  light  infantry, 
the  guards,  and  the  i6th  regiment  of  light  dragoons. 

On  the  morning  after  this  arrangement,  General  j^ne  28 
Knyphaui'en,  with  the  firft  divifion  and  the  carri- 
ages, began  at  the  break  of  day  to  move,  direding 
their  march  towards  Middletown,  which  lay  ten  or 
twelve  miles  on  their  way,  in  a  high  and  ftrong 
country.  The  fecond  divifion,  under  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  continued  for  fom^e  hours  on  their 
ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Freehold,  both 
to  cover  the  line  of  march,  and  to  afford  time  for 
the  chain  of  carriages  to  get  clear  on  their  way. 

Having  begun  to  march  about  eight  o'clock,  fome 
parties  of  the  enemy  which  appeared  in  the  woods 
on  their  left  flank,  were  engaged  and  difperfed  by 
the  light  troops  ;  but  as  the  rear  guard  defcended 
from  the  heights  above  Freehold,  into  a  valley 
about  three  miles  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth, 
feveral  columns  of  the  enemy  appeared,  likewife 
defcending  into  the  plain,  who  about  ten  o'clock 
began  to  cannonade  the  rear.      The  General  at  the 

fame 
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1773.  fame  inflant  received  intelligence,  that  the  enemy 
v-N-v^  were  difcovered  marching  in  force  on  both  his 
flanks.  He  was  immediately  (truck,  that  an  attack 
on  the  baggage  was  their  principal  objed  ;  and  as 
the  carriages  were  then  entangled  in  defiles  which 
continued  for  fome  miles,  it  feemed  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  difficulty  to  obviate  the  danger. 

In  this  critical  fituation,  the  General,  with  great 
quicknefs  eaid  prefence  of  mind  judged,  that  a  vigo- 
rous attack,    and  fevere  prelfure,    upon  that  body 
of  the  enemy  which  harraffed  his  rear,  would  recall 
the  detachments  on  his  flanks  to  its  aflifliance,  and 
feemed  to  be  the  only  probable  means  of    faving 
the  convoy.      For  although  he  had  good  informa- 
tion,   that    General  Wafliington  was   at  hand  with 
'  his  whole  army,  which  he  heard  was  eflimated    at 
20,000   men  ;    yet,  as  he  knew  that  his  main  body 
was  feparated  from  that  corps  which  attacked  Lord 
Cornwallis,  in  the  rear,  by  two  confiderable  defiles, 
he  was  not  apprehenfive  that  he  could  pafs  a  greater- 
bodv  of  troops  through  them,  during  the  execution 
of    the  meafure  which  he  intended,    than  what  the 
force  along  with    him,    was    well  able    to  oppofe  ; 
whilfl  on  the  other  hand,  even  with  that  divifion  of 
the  army,   Wafhington's  fituation  would  not  be  a 
little  critical,  if  he  fhould  chance  to  come  upon 
him,  when  he  was  ilruggling  in  his  paffage  through 
the  defiles. 

Guardin^g,  however,  againfl:  every  poffible  refult 
of  the  meafure,  and  to  be  in  preparation  for  the  event 
of  a  general  engagement,  he  recalled  a  brigade  of 
the  Britifli  infantry,  and  the  17th  regiment  of 
light  dragoons,  from  Knyphaufen^s  divifion,  and 
left  dircftion  for  them  to  take  a  pofition  which  would 
eflectually  cover  his  right  flank,  being  the  fide  on 
which  he  was  molt  jealous  of  the  defignof  the  ene- 
my. In  the  mean  time  the  Queen's  light  dragoons 
had  with  their  ufual  fpirit  attacked  and  routed  the 

enemy's 
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enemy's  cavalry,  under  the  Marquis  de  Fayette,  and    177  .. 
drove  them  back  in  confufion  on  their  own  infantry.    ^-^     ^ 
The  General  then   made  difpofitions  to  attack  the     , 
enemy  in  the  plain  ;    but  before  he  could  advance, 
they  fell  unexpecledly  back,  and  took  a  flrong  po- 
fition  oil  the  heights  above  Monmouth  Co-urt-Houfe* 

The  heat  of    the  weather  was  in  that  feafon  al- 
ways intenfe  ;     but  upon  that  particular  day  was  fo 
exceffive,  as  to  be  feldom  equalled,  even  in  the  ful- 
try  fummers  of  that  continent ;    fo  that  the  troops 
were   already  greatly  fatigued.     The    fituation   of 
the  army,  however,  rendered  the  mod  vigorous  ex- 
,ertion  necelTary.     The  Britifli  grenadiers,  with  their 
left  to  the  village  of  Freehold,  and  the  guards  on  sirFer>r- 
their  right,  began  the  attack  with  fuch  fpirit,  that  CHnton 
the  enemy  foon  gave  way.       But  their  fecond  line  attacks  a 
prefer ved  a  better  countenance ;  and  refilled  a  fierce  P^^^  ^^ 
and  eager  attack  with  g-reat  obftinacv.     They  were,  .    ^]  ". 
however,  at  length,  completely  routed  ;  but  in  this  ^^-^^ 
exigency,  with  a  very  unufual  degree  of  recoUec-  which  he 
tion,    as  well  as   refolution,    took   a  third  pofition  com- 
with  fo  much  iudijement,  that  their  front  was  cover-  P'^^^^y 
ed  by  a  marfhy  hollow,  which  fcarcely  admitted  the 
pradicability  of  an  attack  by  that  way. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  brought  up  part  of  the  fecond 
line,  and  made  fome  other  difpofitions  to  attack 
the  enemy  in  this  pod,  and  the  light  infantry  and 
Rangers,  had  alreadv  turned  their  left  for  that 
purpofe  ;  but  the  army  in  general  was  now  fo  over- 
powered by  heat  and  fatigue,  that  upon  confidera- 
tion,  he  thought  it  better  not  to  prefs  the  affair  any 
farther.  He  was  aUb  bv  this  time  confident,  that 
the  purpofe  which  had  induced  him  to  the  attack 
was  gained,  in  the  prefervation  of  the  convoy.  A 
bold  attempt  of  the  enemy,  to  cut  otf  the  retreat  of 
the  light  infantry,  rendered  fome  new  movements 
notwithftandir.g  the  excellive  toil  of  the  day,  (fill 
neceifary.       The  army  at  length  returned   to  that 

pofition^ 
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1778.    pofition,    from  whence   they  had   firft  driven  the 
^^-^^"^^   enemy,  after  their  quitting  the  pL  i  1. 

The  General's  opinion  with  refpc6l  to  the  defign 
on  the  baggage,  was  juftified  in  the  event ;  and 
the  propriety  of  his  fubfequent  condud  in  attack- 
ing the  enemy  on  that  principle  confirmed.  Two 
brigades  of  the  enemy's  light  troops  had  paifed  the 
army,  one  on  each  flank,  in  that  view,  and  had 
adually  made  the  attempt ;  but  by  the  good  dif- 
pofitions  made  by  the  commanders,  the  firmnefs  of 
the  40th  regiment,  and  the  ready  fervice  of  the 
light  Horfe,  they  were  repulfed  at  the  firft  onfet, 
and  the  engagement  on  the  plain  then  commencing 
were  immediately  recalled. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  having  now  fully  attained  his 
objedt,  for  the  Generals  Knyphaufen  and  Grant, 
with  the  firft  divifion  and  baggage,  were  arrived  at 
Nut  Swamp,  near  Middletown,  could  have  no  in^ 
ducement  for  continuing  in  his  prefent  fituation. 
The  troops  had  already  gained  fufficient  honour,  in 
forcing  fucceflively,  from  two  ftrong  pofitions,  a 
corps  of  the  enemy,  which  he  was  informed, 
amounted  to  near  12,000  men;  and  the  merrit  of 
the  fer\ice  was  much  enhanced,  by  the  unequalled 
circumftances  of  heat  and  fatigue  under  which  it 
was  performed.  The  enemy  were  much  fuperior 
in  force  to  the  divifion  immediately  under  his  com- 
.  mand  ;  and  if  the  equality  had  been  even  nearer, 
it  would  ftill  feem  imprudent  to  have  hazarded  an 
engagement,  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  reft  of  his 
army,  in  a  country,  not  only  entirely  hoftile,  but 
which  from  its  nature  muft  have  been  ruinous  to 
ftrangers  under  any  circumftances  of  defeat.  And 
as  the  heat  of  the  weather  rendered  marching  by 
day  intolerable,  fo  the  moon-light  added  much  to 
the  elegibility  of  the  night  for  that  purpofe.  Upon 
fome  or  all  of  thefe  accounts,  the  troops  having 
repofed  till  ten  o'clock,  the  army  was  again  put  in 

motion^ 
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motion,   and  they  marched  forward  to  join  their    1778. 
fellows,  y^^>nsJ 

Such  was  the  detail  of  the  adion  at  Freehold,  or 
Monmouth,  as  it  is  otherwife  called,  as  given  on 
our  fide.  The  lofs,  in  llain,  was  not  confiderable 
in  point  of  number,  but  rendered  grievous  by  that 
of  the  brave  Colonel  Monckton.  That  gallant 
officer,  who  had  frequently  encountered  death  in  all 
its  forms,  had  the  fortune  of  being  more  than  once 
grievoufly  wounded,  both  in  the  laft  war,  and  the 
prefent  ;  and  after  the  hair-breadth  efcape  of  a  re- 
covery, when  left  among  the  dead  on  the  field,  was 
only  referved  to  be  killed  on  this  day,  at  the  head 
of  the  fecond  battalion  of  grenadiers.  This  day 
and  action  were  alfo  rendered  remarkable  by  the 
fmgular  circumftance,  unparrelleled  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  New  World,  of  59  foldiers  perilhing  !  with- 
out receiving  a  wound,  merely  through  the  excef- 
five  heat  and  fatigue.  Several  of  the  Americans 
alfo,  inured  as  they  were  to  the  climate,  died 
through  the  fame  caufe. 

The  Americans  claim  great  honour  to  that  part 
of  their  troops  which  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
engaged  in  this  adion.  They  likewife  claim,  though 
without  any  apparent  ground,  the  advantage  as  the 
affair  now  Itands ;  but  pretend  that  they  Ihould  have 
gained  a  complete  and  decifive  viftory,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  mifcondu£t  and  dilobedience  of  orders 
of  General  Lee.  That  officer,  had  iometime  be- 
fore, by  an  exchange,  obtained  a  releaie  from  his 
long  confinement  at  New  York  ;  and  we  have  al- 
ready feen,  was  appointed  to  take  the  command  of 
thofe  different  bodies  of  troops,  which  had  been 
detached  to  harrafs  the  Britilh  army,  and  to  im- 
pede its  march. 

It  appears  from  General  Wafhington's  account 
of  the  matter,    that  he  being  well  informed,  that  if 

C  c  c  c  the 
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1778.    the  Britifh  army  once  gained   the  high  and  ftrong 
^^^"♦'■^    country  near  Middletown,    no  attempt  could  after- 
wards be  made  upon  them,  with  the  fmalleil  profped 
of  fuccefs,    he  accordingly  determined  to  fall  upon 
their  rear  immediately  upon   their  departure  from 
the  flrong  grounds  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Free- 
Wafli-       hold,  on  which  rhey  had  encamped  during  the  night 
ington's     qi  r\\t  27th.       Hc  comnmnicated  this  intention  to 
'^f^^Jii'r^     General  Lee,  with  orders  to  make  his  difpofitions 
brttif  of    ^^^  ^^^  attack,    and  to  keep  the  troops  lying  upon 
Mi.m-        their  arms  in  conftant  preparation  ;    which  he  alfo 
mouth.      pradiied  himfelf  in  the  main  body. 

Wafliington  having  received  an  exprefs  at  five 
in  the  morning,  that  the  Britifn  army  had  begun 
their  march,  immediately  difpatched  an  order  to 
Lee  to  attack  them  ;  acquainting  him  at  the  fame 
time,  ihat  he  was  marching  diredly  to  his  fupport, 
and  that  for  the  greater  expedition,  he  fhould  caufe 
^his  men  to  dihncumber  themfelves  of  that  part  of 
their  baggage,  which  (it  appears  from  hence)  they 
carried  upon  their  backs.  To  his  great  furprize 
and  mortification,  however,  when  he  had  marched* 
.  above  live  miles,  he  met  the  whole  advanced  corps 
retreating,  which  they  informed  him  was  by  Gene- 
ral Lee's  orders,  without  their  making  the  fmalleft 
oppofition,  excepting  the  fmgle  fire  of  one  detach- 
ment, to  repulfe  the  Britifh  light  horfe. 

The  General  found  the  rear  of  the  retreating 
corps  hard  preiled.  by  the  enemy  ;  but,  by  forming 
them  anew,  under  the  brave  and  fpirited  exertions 
of  i-heir  officers,  (as  he  fays)  he  foon  checked  the 
advance  of  the  Britifh  forces  ;  and,  having  by  this 
means  gained  time  to  plant  fome  batteries  of  can- 
non, and  to  bring  up  frefh  forces,  the  engagement 
hung  in  an  equal  poize.  In  this  fituation  (he  con- 
tinues) the  enemy  finding  themfelves  warmly  op- 
pofed  in  front,  made  an  attempt  to  turn  his  left 
flank ;  but  were  bravelv  repulfed  and  driven  back 

by 
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by  fome  detached  parties  of  infantry.  A  fimilar 
attempt  on  the  right,  was  repelled  by  General 
Green  ;  who  afterwards  in  conjunclion  with  Gen. 
Wayne,  took  fuch  pofitions  and  kept  up  fo  fevere 
and  well  directed  a  fire,  as  compelled  the  Britifli 
forces  to  retire  behind  that  defile,  where  the  lirfl 
(land  had  been  made  in  the  beginning  of  the  adion. 

In   that  fituation,   in  which  their  flanks  were  fe- 
cured  by  thick  woods  and  moraffes,  and  their  front 
only  alTailable  through  a  narrow  defile,  he  notwlth- 
ifanding .  made   difpofitions    (he  fays)  for  attacking 
them  ;    but  the  darknefs  came  on  fo  fall,  as  not  to 
afford  time  for  their  furmounting  the  impediments 
in  their  way.     The  main  body,  however,  lay  all 
night  upon  their  arms  on  the  place  of  aclion,  as  the 
detached  parties  did  in  the  feverrJ  pofitions  which 
they  had  been  ordered  to  take,    under  a  full  deter- 
mination of   attacking  the  Britiih    army  when  the 
day  appeared  ;  but  they  retreaied  in  fuch  profound 
filence  in   the  night,  that  the  mod  advanced  pofls, 
and  thofe  very  near  them,  knew  nothing  of  their 
departure  until  morning, 

Wafhington  reprefents  the  number  of  Britifli  buried 
by  the  Americans,  to  be  about  four  times  greater 
than  the  lofs  acknowledged  by  our  Gazzette  ;  and 
his  own,  as  much  under  that  fiate.  He  fays,  they 
carried  off  their  wounded,  excepting  four  officers, 
and  about  forty  foldiers.  He  gives  high  and  un- 
ufual  praife,  and  exprelTes  himfelf  under  the  greateff 
obligation  to  the  zeal,  bravery,  and  conduct  of  his 
officers  ;  and  fays,  the  behaviour  of  the  troops  in 
general,  after  they  had  recovered  from  the  furprize, 
occafioned  by  the  retreat  of  the  advanced  corps, 
was  fuch  as  could  not  be  furpafled.  The  public 
acknowledgements  of  the  Congrefs,  were  very  Mat- 
tering to  the  army,  but  particularly  fo  to  the  Gene- 
ral and  to  his  officers  ;  in  which  they  afleded  to 
confider  this  action  as  a  battle,   and  the  refult  as  a 

great 
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1 778.     great  and  important  vidory,  obtained  over  the  grand 
^-y^-'^^^    Britifh  army,    under   the  immediate  command  of 
their  General. 

Wafliington  took  care  to  inform  the  Congrefs, 
that  the  nature  of  the  country  rendered  any  further 
purfuit  of  the  Britifn  army  fruitlefs,  and  all  attempts ' 
to  diiiurb  their  embarkation  at  Sandy  Hook,  equally 
impradicable  and  dangerous.  He  accordingly  de- 
tached only  fome  lighJ:  troops  to  obferve  and  attend 
their  motions,  and  drew  off  the  main  body  of  the 
army  to  the  borders  of  the  North  River.  The 
Americans  loft  fome  officers  of  name  in  this  action ; 
particularly  a  Colonel  Bonnor  of  Penfylvania,  and 
a  Major  Dickenfon  of  Virginia,  both  of  whom 
were  much  regretted. 

Gen.  Lee  It  appears  that  General  Wafhington  ufed  fome 
put  under  very  harfh  and  fevere  exprelTions,  in  the  face  of  the 
an  arreft,  ^^j^y^  ^o  General  Lee,  upon  meeting  him,  on  the 
^    ^  retreat  of   his   corps  from  the  place  of  adion  ;  a 

xourt         mounting  to   a   direft    charge  of    difobedience  of 
martial      orders,  want  of  conduci:,  or  want  of  courage.  This 
produced  two   paflionate  letters  from  Lee,    (who 
was  iikewife  put  under  arreft)  with  an  anfwer  from 
Wailiington,   all  written  in  the  day  or  night  of  the 
adion.       .^  court  martial   was  inftantly  demanded, 
and  as  inftantly  ordered  ;     and  fo  readily  carried 
into   execution,   as  to  be  opened  at  Brunfwick  on 
the    4:h  of    July.     The  charges  laid  againft  Lee 
were,  firft,  difobedience  of  orders,  in  not  attacking 
the  enemy  on  the   28th  of  June,  agreeable  to  re- 
peated  iuftru6:ions.     For  mifbehaviour  before  the 
enemy  on  the  fame  day,  by  making  an  unneceffary, 
diforderly,   and  ftiameful  retreat.     And  laftly,  for 
difrefpecl  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  by  the  two 
letters  we  have  mentioned.  The  refult  of  the  Court, 
after  a  trial  which  lafted  to  the   12th  of   Auguft, 
was  the  finding   General  Lee    guilty  of    the  firft 
charge.     The  finding   him   in    part  guilty  of  the 

fecond. 
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fecond,  "Of  mifbehaviour  before  the  enemy,  by  1778. 
making  an  unneceiTary,  and,  in  fome  few  inftances,  "^ — * — ' 
a  diforderly  retreat."  They  alfo  found  him  guilty 
of  difrefped  to  the  Commander  in  Chief;  and  fen- 
tenced  him,  to  be  fufpended  from  any  command  in 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of 
twelve  months.  It  is  impollible  for  us  to  enter  into 
the  merits  oi  this  fentence  ;  in  which  party  might 
have  had  a  great  fliare.  When  a  difpute  had  been 
carried  to  fo  great  an  height,  between  an  officer 
on  whon^  the  Americans  repofcd  their  chief  confi- 
dence, and  one  fubordinate  and  lefs  popular,  it  is 
not  difiicult  to  divine  where  the  blame  will  be  laid. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Britifh  army  arrived  at 
the  hii;h  lands  of  Navefrnk,  in  the  neighbourhood 
ot  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  lall  of  June  ;  at  which  latter 
place,  the  fleet  from  the  Delaware,  under  Lord 
Ihnve,  after  being  detained  in  that  river  by  calms, 
had  molt  fortunately  arrived  on  the  preceeding  day. 
It  had  happened  in  the  preceeding  winter,   that  the 

^  peninfula  of  Sandy  Hook,  had  been  cut  off  from 
the  continent,  and  converted  to  an  abfolute  ifland, 
by  a  violent  breech  of  the  fea  ;  a  circumilance  then 
of  little  moment,  but  which  might  now  have  been 
attended  ivich  the  m.o!L  fatal  confequences.  By  the 
happy  arrival  of  the  tleet,  at  the  inflant  when  its 
aiiiltance  was  [o  critically  necelTary,  the  ability  of 
the  noble  commander,  and  the  extraordinarv  efforts 
of  the  feamen,  this  impediment  was  i|:)eedily  re- 
moved ;  a  bridge  of  boats  being  comxpleted  v/ith 
fuch  expedition,  that  the  whole  army  was  palled 
over  this  new  channel  on  the  5th  of  July;  and 
were  afterwards  conveyed  with  eafc  to  New-York; 
neither  army  nor  navy  yet  knowing  the  circum- 
fcances  of  danger  and  ruin  in  which  they  had  been 

•fo  nearly  involved. 

For  an  unexpected  enemy  had  now  arrived  on 
the  coail  of  North  iinierica,  who  v/as  to  give  a  new, 

and 
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and  a  ftrange  turn  to  the  circumftance  of  the  war- 
On  the  fecond  day  after  the  conveyance  of  the 
army  from  Sandy  Hook,  Lord  Howe  received  in- 
telligence by  his  cruizers,  that  D'Eftaing's  fleet  had 


been  ^ttn  on  the  coait  of  Virpinia,  on  the  verv  dav 

tame  -  -  -      -         _-..<->.-■'         _  -'         J 

arrives  on 


r\c?,. 


/es  on  ^^^'^^  ^^^  army  had  palled  the  bridge  at  Sandy  Hook, 
the  coaft  If  D'ERaing  had  met  the  tranfpprts  either  in  the 
of  Ame-  Delaware,  or  on  their  pafTage  from  thence,  loaded 
and  encumbered  as  they  were,  and  convoyed  only 
by  two  Ihips  of  the  line,  with  a  number  of  frigates, 
the  confequence  with  refped:  to  the  fleet  is  obvious. 
But  it  may  not  fo  immediately  appear,  that  the 
fate  of  the  army  w^as  fo  intimately  combined  with 
that  of  the  fleet,  that  the  deilrudlon  of  the  one, 
would  have  been  the  inevitable  lofs  of  the  other. 
For  as  the  army  could  not  then,  by  any  poflible 
-  means,  have  profecuted  its  way  to  New  York,  and 
would  have  been  enclofed  on  one  fide  by  the  Ame- 
rican army,  and  on  the  other  by  the  French  fleet, 
cut  o^  from  all  fupply  of  provifion,  and  defliitute 
of  every  refource,  a  repetition  of  the  Saratoga 
cataflrophe,  mud  have  been  the  certain  confequence. 

Although  this  fatal  event  was  prevented  by  the 
bad  weather,  and  unexped:ed  impediments,  which 
D^Eihiing  met  with  on  his  voyage  ;  yet,  if  he  had 
direfted  his  courie  direclly  to  New  York,  inflead  of 
the  Cheafapeak  or  Delaware,  things  could  fcarcely 
have  been  better ;  as  he  would  then  have  come 
upon  the  fleet  and  army,  when  they  were  entangled, 
either  with  the  laying  or  palEng  of  the  bridge  at 
Sandy  Hook.  In  either  circumflance  deilruclion 
'  would  have  been  inevitable  ;  and  would  have  been 
of  an  amount  and  magnitude,  with  refpedt  both  to 
the  marine  and  land  fervice,  and  the  confequences 
hanging  upon  it,  which,  perhaps,  has  not  been 
equalled  of  late  ages.  But  D'Efl:aing's  great  objed: 
was  the  furprize  of  the  fleet  in  the  Delaware,  and 
the  confequent  enclofure  of  the  army  at  Philadel- 
phia J  fortunately  the  winds  and  weather  fruilrated 

his 
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his  defign.     Upon  the  whole,    it  may  not  be  eafy    1778. 
to  point  out  a  more  fignal  or  providential  deliverance-  ..>-^'v->v^ 


The  danger,  though  lelTened,  was  not,  however  "^l^^- 

immediately  removed  ;  and  it  ilill  required  the  molt     ^  ^  f  ^ 
•'       .  .  ,      .  ^  peavs  be 

confumate    ability  and   fortitude,     to    render   the  fore  the 
kindnefs  of  fortune  eiTe>Slive.     On  the  4th  day  after  Bmifh 
the  account  was  received  of  his  arrival  on  thecoait,  A^^t  at 
and  fubfequent   advice   of   his  having  anchored  at  ?j"^l^ 
the  Delaware  being   alfo  received,   D'Eftaing    ap- 
peared fuddenly,   and  rather  unexpectedly,  in  fight  July  11. 
of  the  Britiih  fleet  at  Sandy  Hook.     His  force  was 
great,  and  in  good  condition,  confifting  of  twelve 
ihips  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates  of  fuperior  fize. 
Among  the  former,    w  ere  feveral  fhips  of    great 
force  and  weight  of  metal ;    one  carrying  90,  ano- 
ther 80,    and  lix  carrying  74  guns  each  ;    and  the 
fquadron  was  faid  to  have  no  lefs  than  eleven  thou- 
fand  men  on  board.     On  the  other  fide,  the  Britifli 
fleet  under  Eord  Howe,   confifled  of  fix  hxty-four 
gun   fliips,  three  of  fifty,    and  two  of  forty  guns, 
with  fome  frigates  and  floops.     Mofl  of  the  former 
had  been  long  on  fervice,  were  accordingly  in  bad 
condition,    and  were  alfo  wretchedly  manned.      If 
any  thing,  however,  could  remedy  fuch  eli'ential  de- 
feds,  it  might  have  been  hoped  for,  from  the  fupe- 
rior abilities   of    their  Commander,  and  the  excel- 
lency of  his  officers. 

They  had,  however,  the  advantage  of  being  in 
poffellion  of  that  port  or  harbour  which  is  formed 
by  Sandy  Hook;  the  entrance  of  wdiich  is  covered 
by  a  bar,  and  from  whence  the  inlet  palfes  to  New 
York.  The  expected  and  avowed  object  of 
D'Eltaing,  was  to  force  that  paffage  and  to  attack 
the  Engiiih  fquadron  in  the  harbour-  Notwith- 
Handing  the  utmofl  exertions  of  preparation  made 
by  Lord  Howe,  that  the  time  could  poflibly  admit ; 
yet,  from  contrary  winds,  and  other  unavoidable 
incidents,  the  fhips  were  not  completely  arrived  in 

their 
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1778.  their  refpedive  fituations  of  defence,  nor  had  there 
-^~>^^«^  been  time  to  chufe  thofe  fituations  with  the  judg- 
ment  which  was  afterwards  excrcife  d  5  when  D'Eflaing 
appeared  without  the  Hook.  Under  thefe  circum- 
frances,  which,  with  refpe£l  to  the  efFecl  might  be 
confidered  in  fome  degree,  as  affording  the  advan- 
tages of  a  furprize,  if  he  had  pufned  on  directly  to 
pafs  the  bar  and  force  the  paifage,  it  would  feem, 
that  neither  the  advantage  of  fituation,  nor  any 
eminence  of  ability  or  virtue  on  the  other  fide, 
could  be  capable  of  counterading  the  vaft  fuperiority 
of  his  force.  The  conflid:  v/ould  have  been  un- 
doubtedly dreadful ;  and  perhaps,  in  that  refpecl, 
might  have  exceeded  any  thing  known  in  naval 
hiiiory  ;  but  the  greatefl  portion  of  human  fpirit, 
mufl  require  fome  adequate  degree  of  ftrength,  to 
render  its  exertions  effedive. 

A  diverfity  of  opinion  feems  to  prevail,  on  the 
pradicability  of  the  great  fliips  of  the  French  fleet 
palling  in  force  through  the  (trait,  and  over  the  bar. 
borne  are  of  opinion  that  it  might  have  been  at- 
tempted with  prudence.  If  fo,  it  may  be  confi- 
dered as  a  happinefs  on  all  fides,  that  D'Efiaing 
"was  not  poffeifed  of  that  fpirit  of  enterprize  which 
would  have  been  equal  to  fo  arduous  an  attempt ; 
that  the  terror  of  the  Britifii  flag  was  yet  in  no  de- 
gree weakened  ;  and  that  the  name  of  the  noble 
Commander  who  oppofed  him,  added  fome  weight 
to  that  effect.  D'Eftaing  accordingly  caft  anchor 
on  the  Jerfey  fide,  about  four  miles  without  the 
Hook,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fmali  town  of 
Shrewibury. 

The  fpirit  that  was  difplayed  on  ths  occafion, 
not  only  in  the  fleet  and  army,  but  through  every 
order  and  denomination  of  feamen,  was  never  ex- 
ceeded, and  wih  not  often  be  equalled.  A  thou- 
fand  volunteers  were  immediately  dif  atched  from 
the  tranfports  to  the  fleet.     The  remainder  of   the 

crews, 
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crews,  could  not  reflrain  their  indignation  at  being  1778, 
left  behind,  and  fought  ever  poilible  means,  by  ^^--^^"^ 
hiding  in  the  boats  or  otherwife,  toeicape  on  board 
the  men  of  war  ;  fo  that  the  agents  could  fcarcely. 
keep  by  force  a  fufiicient  number  of  hands  for  the 
watch  of  their  refpe^live  Thxps.  The  mailers  and 
mates  of  the  merchantmen  aad  traders  at  New 
York,  foHcited  employment  with  the  greateitearned- 
nefs  J  and  took  their  ftations  at  the  guns  with  the 
common  failors.  Others  hazarded  every  thing,  by 
putting  to  Tea  in  light  veiTels,  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  enemy,  and  perform  other  neceffary  fervices. 
One  in  particular,  with  a  noble  difintereftednefs 
and  gallantry,  which  may  be  compared  with  any 
'  thing  known  in  hiftory,  offered  to  convert  his  veffel 
(in  which  his  whole  hope  and  fortune  lay)  into  a 
fire  Ihip,  to  be  conduced  by  himfelf ;  and  fpurned 
with  difdain  every  propofal  of  indemniiication  or  . 
reward. 

It  will  afford  no  furprife,  that  this  fpirit  fhould 
fliine  out  in  the  army  with  equal  lufture  ;  and  that 
the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  who  had  fcarcely 
recovered  the  fatigue  of  a  mod  toilfome  and  dan- 
gerous march,  wath  many  of  the  Officers  wounds 
Itill  green  and  fore,  fhould,  notwithftanding,  con- 
^  tend  with  fuch  eagernefs,  to  ferve  on  board  the 
men  of  war  as  marines,  that  the  point  of  honour 
was  obliged  to  be  decided  by  lots.  In  a  word,  the 
pubUc  fpirit,  zeal,  bravery,  and  magnanimiry,  dif- 
played  upon  this  occafion,  would  have  itamped  a 
character  upon  a  nation  that  before  had  none  ;  and 
is  an  honour  even  to  this  country.  It  mull,  how- 
ever, be  acknowledged,  that  the  popularity  of  the 
noble  Commander  and  the  confidence  founded  on 
his  great  qualities,  contributed  not  a  little  to  thefe 
exertions. 

-The  French  fleet  continued  at  anchor  in^the  pofi- 
tion  we  have  mentioned,    and  taking  in  water  and 

D  d  d  d  pro- 
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1778.  provifions,  for  eleven  days.  It  maybe  well  fup- 
^^^-y^^  pofed,  that  as  D'Eiiaing  did  not  profit  of  the  j&rfl 
opportunity  that  olfered,  that  any  attempt  made  by 
him,  after  the  exertions  on  the  other  fide  had  taken 
their  full  effeft,  and  the  judicious  defenfive  difpofi- 
tions  made  by  the  Britifli  Admiral  were  completed, 
would  have  been  not  only  ineffectual,  but  probab- 
ly (notwithilanding  the  fuperiority  cf  his  force) 
ruinous.  Neither  the  confidence  arifmg  from 
D'Eftaing's  heiitation,  or  from  their  own  couragCy 
was,  however,  any  allay  to  the  mixed  paflions  of 
gntf  and  indignation  which  now  agitated  the  Bri- 
tilh  feamen.  They  endured  the  mortification  for 
the  firit  time,  of  feeing  a  Britifh  fieet  blocked  up 
and  infulted  in  their  own  harbour,  and  the  French 
flag  flying  triumphant  without ;  and  this  v/as  ftill 
more  deeply  embittered  and  aggravated,  by  be- 
holding every  day,  veffels  under  Englifh  colours 
(who  had  (fill  been  ignorant  of  the  lofs  of  their 
uiaal  protedtion),  captured  under  their  eyes  by  the 
enemy.  1  hey  looked  out  every  hour  with  the  ut- 
moft  anxiety,  and  in  the  moft  eager  expectation, 
for  the  arrival  of  Byron's  fquadron. 

July  22.        D'Eflaing's  fleet  at  length  appeared  under  way  ; 
.^^^^'       and    as    the  wind  was    favourable,    and  the  fpring 
fails'^om  tides  at  the  higheft  (the  water  rifmg  that  afternoon 
Saiidy       thirty  feet  on  the  bar)    it  was  expected  that  he  in- 
Hook.       tended  to  carry  his  long  delayed  menace  into  exe- 
cution ;  and  that,  that  day  would  have  afforded  one 
of  the  hotted  and  moil  defperate  engagements  that 
had  ever  been  fought,   during  the  long  enmity  and 
rivalfliip  that  had  fubfifted  between  the  two  nations. 
Every  thing  was  at  (take  on  the  Britifn  fide.     If  the 
naval  force  was  deitroyed,    (and  nothing  lefs  than 
deftruction  or  victory  could  have  ended  the  conflict) 
the  vaft  fleet  of  tranfport  and  victuallers,  with  the 
army,  muft  all  have  fallen  along  with  it.    D'Eftaing, 
however,  thought  the  attempt  too  dangerous  ;  and 

llraping 
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fliaping  his  courfe  another  way,  was  in  a  few  hours    17-  3. . 
out  of  fight. 


Nothing  was  ever   more  critical  than  this  com- 
mander's   fray   at  Sandy  Kook  ;     and    few    things 
could    be    more   fortunate  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,   than  his  departure  at  the  exad  period  that 
he  did.     For  if  the  vv^hole,  or  any  part,  of  Admiral 
Byron's  iieet  had  arrived  during  his  itay,   confider- 
ing  the  ruined   (late  in  which  it  reached  the  coafts 
of  America,  there  could  fcarcely  have  been  a  hope, 
of   its  not  faUing,    almofl:,   a  defenceltfs  prey  into 
his  hands.     That  unfortunate  fquadron  is  faid  to 
'have  been,   in  many  refpeds,   badly  equipped,  and 
provided.     In   this   (late   they  had  the   fortune  of 
meeting  unufuaily  bad  weather  for  the  fcafon  ;   an=d 
being  leparated  in  different   llorms,   and   lingering 
through atediouspaffage,  arrived,  fcattered,  broken, 
fickly,   difmaded,  or  otherwife  damaged,  in  various 
degrees  of  diltrefs,   upon  different  and  remote  parts 
of  the  coail  of  America.  Between  the  departure  of 
D'Eflaing   on  the   22d  and  the  30th  of    July,  the 
Renown  of   50  guns  from  the  Weft  Indies,    the 
Raifonable  and  Centurion  of  64  and  ^o^  from  Hal- 
lifax,    and  the  Cornwall,  (one  of  Admiral  Byron's 
fquadron)  of  74  guns,  all  arrived  hngly  at  Sandy 
Hook.     The  joy  arihng   from  this  reinforcement, 
could  fcarcely  be  fuperior  to  that  excited  by  a  fenfe 
of'  the  imminent  danger  which  they  had  fo  fortu- 
nately efcaped.     It  feemed  no  lefs  an  inftance  of 
good  fortune,  that  the  Cornwall  was  in  better  con- 
dition than  moft  of  the  other  iliips  in  that  fquadron. 

This  failure  of  the  excellentlv  laid  fcheme,  v/hich 
had  been  concerted  by  the  French  miniftry  with 
the  American  deputies  at  Paris,  for  the  furprize 
and'capfure  of  the  Britifli  fieet  and  army,  vvhether 
on  the  Deleware  or  its  borders,  neceffarily  called 
for  new  counfels  and  meafures.  Rhode  Ifland  was 
the   objed  nov/  fixed    upon,    as  that  which  v/ould 

admit 
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J 778.  admit  the  mutual  operation  of  the  new  alh'es  by 
^^■^^^^^"^  land  and  fea.  This  was  the  motive  of  D'Eflaing's 
departure  from  Sandy  Hook  ;  and  for  this  purpofe. 
General  Sullivan  aifcmbled  a  body  of  Troops  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Providence,  for  an  invafion  of 
the  ifland,  on  its  north  end,  from  the  continent ; 
"whilil  D'EIlaing  was  to  enter  the  harbour  of  New- 
port, near  its  ibuthern  extremity,  and  afcer  deitroy- 
ing  the  shipping,  by  a  powerful  aiuiult  on  the  works 
facim^  the  fea,  to  place  the  Bjitifii  forces  between 
two  fires. 

D'Ef-  The  French    fleet  either  blocked  up  or  entered 

taing  the  feverai  inlets,  between  which  Rhode  Ifland,  and 
arrives  at  j|-g  j^jjoining  leffer  iilands,  are  enclofed,  and  which 
^a^  f     'form  a  communication    more  or  lefs  navio^able  in 

41i<inu..  .  _,  111  1  r  1 

the  dmerent  branches,  between  the  open  lea  and 
the  back  contingent  on  the  29th  of  July.  The  main 
body  call  anchor  without  Brenton's  Ledge,  about 
five  mxiles  from  Newport  •,  tv/o  of  their  line  of  battle 
fnips  ran  up  the  Naraganfet  pedTage,  and  anchored 
oft  the  north  end  of  the  ifland  of  Conanicut,  where 
they  were  fliut  up  for  feverai  days  from  rejoining  the 
fleet  by  contrary  winds;  while  fome  of  their  frigates, 
entering  the  Seconnet  paffage,  occafioned  the  blow- 
ing up  the  King  Fiflier  floop  and  two  armed  gal- 
lies,  which  could  not  otherv/ife  avoid  falling  into 
the  irands  of  the  enemy • 

Major  General  Sir  Robert  Pigot,  who  comnraiid- 
cd  the  Britifh  forces,  took  every  meafure  in  the 
power  of  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  that 
could  tend  to  a  vigorous  and  mofi:  obftinate  de- 
fence. The  troops,  artillery,  and  cattle,  were  im- 
mediately conveyed  from  the  ifland  of  Conanicut ; 
the  troops  at  the  out  poRs  in  Rhode  Ifland,  were 
in  conflant  readinefs  at  \\\^  firfl:  fignal,  to  join  the 
main  body  ;  tbc  v/orks  to  che  fea  were  ftrengthened 
by  every  pofTible  means,  and  the  feamen  belong- 
ing to  the  velfels  that  Were  deflroyed,  as  well  as 
i.  thofe 
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thofe  that  could  be  fpared-from  others,  were  called  1778. 
to  their  favourite  occupation  of  ferving  the  artil-  * — v — ' 
lery.  The  tranfports  (which  muil  other  wife  have 
fallen  into  the  enemies  hands)  were  funk  in  diife- 
rent  parts  of  thofe  channels  and  pailiiges,  which 
might  have  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  attack- 
ing the  works  with  advantage.  T:ie  royal  frigates 
were  removed  as  far  from  danger  as  poilible  ;  but 
as  their  lofs  or  deilruclion  muit  be  inevitable  in  the 
profrCLitio  1  of  ::he  enemy's  defign,  they  were  dif- 
mantled  of  their  artillery  and  {lores,  and  the  necef- 
fary  meafurcs  taken  for  fecuring  the  latter  part  of 
the  ahernative. 

Two  oppofite  bays,  in  the  inlets  on  the  eaftern 
and  v/cPcern  fides  of  the  irand,  comprefs  it  fo 
much,  as  to  form  a  kind  of  i  zamus,  by  which  the 
fouthein  end,  that  fpreads  into  the  ocean,  is  con- 
necled  with  the  main  body.  The  town  of  New- 
port lies  ju'l  within  this  peninfuia,  at  the  opening 
of  the  Ifthnius,  on  the  wellern  fide  of  the  ifland, 
and  facing  the  iiland  of  Conanicut ;  the  fpace  be- 
tween both  forming  a  bay,  which  includes,  or 
forms  the  harbour.  The  inlet  to  the  harbour  from 
thefea,  called  the  Pvliddle  Channel,  is  narrow,  and 
enciofed  by  Brenton's  Point,  and  the  oppofite  point 
of  C^onanicut,  which  form  the  fouthern  extremities 
of  both  iflands.  A  bar  of  high  grounds,  which 
croifes  the  Ichmus  from  channel  to  channel  above 
Newport,  vv.?.s  itrongly  covered  with  lines,  redoubts, 
and  artillery  ;  lb  that  the  Peninfuia  might  be  con- 
fideied  as  a  garrifon,  didind  from  the  reft  of  the 
ifiand  ;  ai.d  under  the  protection  of  a  fuperior 
naval  Fofce,  might  in  a  great  meafure  defy  any 
attempts  from  the  northern  fide,  fuppoinig  thataa 
enemy  had  made  good  its  landing  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances.  But  the  enemy  being  mafters  by  fea,  ren- 
dered the  talk  of  defence,  under  the  apprehenfion 
of  an  attack  on  both  fides  at  the  fame  time,  ex- 
ceeding  arduous,    the   commander   had  however, 

iuii 
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1778.     jufl:  ^jefore,    received  a  reinforce nicut  of  five  batta- 
*— V — '    lior^s  ;     the  troops  v/ere  in  excellent  condition  and 

fj:>ifit ;  and  the  body  of  feamen,  bjth  Vv^ith  refped. 

tp   labour  and  danger,  were  no   faiaH  addition  to 

iheir  means  and  refinance. 

The  force  deflined  againft  them  by  land,  was 
not  fo  confiderable  as  their  inforniatson  had  led 
them  to  apprehend.  The  bufincfs  on  that  uic 
feems  to  have  been  committed  moiliy,  if  not  en- 
tirely, to  the  northern  colonies,  who  were  thofe 
immediately  c®nccrned  in  the  event.  General  Sdl- 
livan,  is  however,  faid  to  have  aflembled  about 
lOjOoo  men  ;  of  v/aom,  at  leall  half,  v/ere  com- 
pofed  of  volunteers  from  New-England  and  Gon- 
necllcut.  As  the  operadons  (3^  t^it  French  fleet, 
were  regulated  by  thofe  of  the  army  on  land,  they 
continued  inadive,  until  Snlliv^an  was  in  condition 
to  pafs  over  from  the  continent  to  the  north  Ciid 
of  the  iiland.  On  the  Bth  of  Auguft,  finding  that 
mcafure  in  forwardnefs,  and  the  wind  being  favour- 
able, they  entered  the  harbour  under  an  eafy  fail, 
cannonading  the  batteries  and  town  as  they  pafled^ 
and  receiving  their  hre,  without  any  material  eifect 
on  either  fide.  They  anchored  above  the  town, 
between  Goat  Ifiand  and  Conanicut,  but  nearer  to 
the  latter,  on  which  both  the  French  and  Americans 
had  parties  for  fome  days  pad. 

As  foon  as  t}\t  determination  of  the  enemy  to 
.  enter  the  harbour  became  apparent,  the  command- 
ers found  themfelves  under  the  grievous  neceility  of 
burning  the  Orpheus,  Lark,  Juno,  and  Cerberus 
frigates  ;  as  they  were  foon  after  of  fmking  the 
Flora  and  Falcon. 

As  foon  as  Lord  Howe  received  advice  of  the 
danger  of  Rhode  Iiland,  he  determined  to  attempt 
every  thing,  which  refolution,  under  the  diredian 
of  rcafon  and  judgmentg   could    undertake  for  its 

pre- 
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prefervation.  ITis  fquadron,  notwithilaRding  the 
late  reinforcement,  v/as  flill,  with  refped  to  effec- 
tive force,  and  weight  of  metal,  fo  far  inferior  to 
the  enemy,  that  to  hazard  an  engagement,  without 
fome  collateral  advantage  to  counteract  fo  great  a 
fuperiority,  would  feem  a  degree  of  raflmefs  incon- 
fnlent  with  his  character.  In  point  of  number,  he 
was  indeed  fuperior  to  the  French,  his  fquadron 
now  confifhing  of  one  74,  feven  64,  and  five  50 
gun  (hips,  befides  feveral  frigates  ;  but  the  great 
deficiency  in  other  refpeds,  appears  from  the  Bare 
recital  of  the  rates.  Every  thing  in  fuch  a  fituation 
v/as,  however,  to  be  tried,  and  he  was  determined 
that  nothing  fnould  be  left  undone.  The  account 
indeed  he  received  of    the   feparate  (late   of    the  ^ 

French  fleet,  fome  of  them  involved  in  the  chan- 
nels, and  the  bulk  lying  without,  aftbrded  fome 
room  for  a  hope,  that  he  might  bring  on  an  engage- 
ment on  more  equal  terms 'tKan  could  have  been 
otherwife  expeded. 

But  notwithflanding  the  utmoft   pofiible  expedi-     ^^'  ^' 
tlon,  he  met  with  fuch  unavoidable  delays,  that  he  j     , 
was  not  able  to  reach  Rhode  Ifland,    until  the  day  Ho\ve 
after  the  French  fleet  had   entered  that   harbour,  arrives  ai 
From  the   fituation  in   which  the   enemy  now  lav,  Rhode 
he  was  enabled  to  communicate  directly  with  Ge-  ■•■"^"ci. 
neral  Pigot ;    the  refult  of    which  was,  that  under 
the  prefent  circumflances,    the   affording  him    any 
effential  relief  was  impracticable. 

.  A  fudden  change  of  wind  to  the  north-eaft, 
afforded  an  equal  change  of  circumffances,  and  on 
the  following  day,  the  French  Admiral  flood  out 
to  fea  with  the  whole  fleet,  thofe  in  the  Naraganfet 
Paffage,  as  well  as  the  port.  Lord  Howe,  jurily 
deeming  the  weather-gage  too  great  an  advantage 
to  be  added  to  the  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy, 
contended  for  that  object  with  all  the  fKill  and  judg- 
men  incident  to  an  able  and  experienced  feaman. 

On 
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1778.    On  the  other  hand,  D'Eflaing,  notwithllanding  his 
-^vx^    fuperiority,  was  as  eager  to  prcferve  this  advantage, 
as  his  adverfary  to  obtain  it.       1  his  conteft  of  {ea- 
manihip  prevented    an   engagement   on  that   day ; 
but  the  wind  on  the  following  ftill   continuing  ad- 
verfe  to  the  defign  of  the  Britilh  Admiral,  he  deter- 
mined to  make  the  bed  of  the  prefcnt  circumftances, 
and   to   engage   the  enemy  ;     forming  the  line  in 
fuch   a  manner  as  to  be   joined   by  three  fire  fliips, 
which  were  under  the  tow  of  as  many  frigates.     A 
flrong  gale   of    wind,  which   afterwards  increafed 
to  a  violent   tempeft,    and    continued  for  near  48 
hours,    not  only  put  by  an  engagement  by  feparat- 
ing  the  fleets,   for  the  prefent,  but   fcattered  them 
in  fuch  a  manner,    and  caufed  fo  much  damage  on 
both  fides,    as  rendered  an  engagement   for  fome 
time  impradiicable. 


Great 
damage 
done  to 
the 

French 
fleet  by 
a  violent 
ftorni. 


The  French    fufFered    greatly  in    this    tempeft, 
two    of    their  capital    fhips    being  difmafted,    and 
others  much  damaged.     Some  untoward  fituations, 
and  unufual  circumlfances,  were  produced  by  this 
conflidl:  of  the  elements.       The   Limguedoc  of  90 
guns,    D'Eilaing's  own  fliip,  had  lo^l  all  her  malts, 
and  was  met  in  that  condition   on  the  evening   of 
the  13th,    by  the  Renown  of  50  guns,   Capt.  Da^v- 
fon,    who   attacked  her  with  fuch  fury,  as    well  as 
judgement  and  advantage,  that  no  doubt  could  have 
been  entertained  of  the  event,   if  the  day  light  had 
continued.       But  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and 
freflmefs  of    the  gale,    whofe  violence  w^as  not  yet 
quite  allayed,   compelled    Capt.   Dawfon  to    ceafe 
from  his  attack,  after  he  had  poured  feveral  broad- 
fides  clofe  into  her,   and  had,  befides  other  apparent 
damage  fhot  away  her  rudder.     He,  however,  lay 
to,  as  clofe  as  poffible,  for  the  night,  intending  to 
renew  the  attack  in  the  morning,  and  confidering 
her  as  little  lefs  than  a  certain  prize.     The  appear- 
ance of   fix  French  men  of    war,    by  whom  he  was 
chafed  at  day  light,    and  who  were  polhbly  led  that 

way 
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way  by  the  firing,  put  an  end  to  Dawfon's  hopes,  1778. 
and  relieved  the  French  Admiral  from  this  very  ^^-^^^"^^ 
urgent  diftrefs. 

Upon  the  fame  evening,  and  about  the  fame 
hour,  the  Prefton,  likewife  of  50  guns,  Commo- 
dore Hotham,  fell  in  with  the  Tonnant,  a  French 
80  gun  fhip,  with  only  her  main  mail  ftanding. 
The  Commodore  attacked  her  with  the  fame  fpirit 
and  efFeft,  with  which  Captain  Dawfon  had  enga- 
ged the  Languedoc.  The  circumftances  were  like- 
wife  fmiiiar  in  every  refpecl:.  The  night  obHged 
him  to  drav/  oil,  with  the  fame  intention  of  renewing; 
.the  engagement,  and  under  thie  fame  certainty  of 
fuccefs  ;  whiHl  the  appearance  of  a  part  of  the 
French  fleet  in  the  morning  fruftrated  both. 

The  circumftances  of    advantage  afforded  by  the  Aug.  16. 
tempeft,    were    not,    however,  entirely  confined  to  r.  n 
one  fide.     It  held  out  one  on  the  other,  which  was  ^aion 
productive  of  one  of   the  mod  gallant  and  brilliant  between 
naval  actions,  of  this,  or  of  any  war.     The  Ifis  of  ^^^I^^^^f 
50  guns,    Capt.  Raynor,    w^as   eagerly  chaced  and  ■5°§"'^^> 
engaged  by  a  French  74  gun  fiag-fhip,    fuppofed  to  French 
be  the  Zele,  though  other  occounts  fay  the  Cefar.  74  guu 
The  Frenchman  was  much   the  better  failer,   and  flag  fliip- 
the  circumftances    of    the  fhips  with  refped  to  the 
tempefl  were  the  fame,  they  having  both  entirely 
efcaped  the  effeds  of  its  fury.     In  this  very  unequal 
conteft,   in  which  the  greatefl  refolution  and  fkill, 
would  feem  incapable  of  fupplying  the  deficiency  of 
force  on  the  one  fide,  a  clofe  and  defperate  engage- 
ment was  maintained  with  the  greatell  obftinacy  on 
both,  for  an  hour  and  an  half,  and  within  piflol  Ihot 
diftance.     At  the  end  of  that  time,  the  Ifis  had  ob- 
tained fo  manifelf  a  fuperiority  in  the  adion,    that 
the  French  (hip  was  glad  to  put  before  the  wind^ 
and  call  in  the  aid  of  all  her  fails,  to  efcape  from  fo 
determined  an  enemy.       The  Ifis  had  fufFered  fo 

E  e  e  e  much 
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1778.    much   in  her  mafts  and  rigging  as  to  be  incapable 
Ky-r^^    of  attempting  a  purfuit. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  whether  to  admire 
more,  the  gahantry  exhibited  in  this  fingular  action, 
or  the  modeliy  of  the  brave  commander  in  his  ac- 
count of  it.  This  was  indeed  fo  extreme,  that  his 
Admiral  was  obHged  in  fome  degree  to  fupply  the 
defed,  by  acquainting  the  Admirality,  that  the  ho- 
nour of  the  day  was  not  more  owing  to  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  Captain,  or  the  intrepidity  of  his  offi- 
cers and  crew,  than  to  the  profelhonal  Ikill  and  abi- 
lity of  the  former.  'The  lofs  of  men  was  confider- 
able  on  the  French  fide,  and  M.  de  Bougainville, 
the  celebrated  and  philofophic  navigator,  who  was 
their  commander,  is  faid  to  have  loit  an  arm  in  the 
aclion.  The  lofs  in  the  Ifis  was  very  moderate. 
The  high  honour  which  the  young  Duke  of  Ancaf- 
ter  acquired  as  a  volunteer  in  this  aclion,  only  ferves 
to  embitter  the  lofs  which  his  country  has  fmce  fuf- 
tained,  by  the  premature  death  of  a  nobleman,  who 
fo  early  didinguiihed  himfelf  in  her  fervice,  and 
from  whom  ilie  had  fo  much  to  exped. 

LdHowe       Although  the  Britifh  fquadron  fufFered  much  lefs 

returns  to  in  the  ftomi  than  the  French,  yet  their  damage  was 

^•'?^^'         fo  confiderable  as  unavoidably  to  cofl  fome  time  at 

®    •       Sandy  Hook  or  New  York,  in  proportion  to  their 

wants,  whether  only  to  refit,  or  to  repair.    The  French 

fleet  returned  to  Rhode  Ifland   on  the  20th,  where 

they  anchored  without  the  harbour,  and  failed  from 

thence  on  the  2  2d  for  Bofton,  in  order  to  repair  their 

fliattered    fliips.     Lord  Howe   having  got  his  fliips 

in  condition  with  an  expedition  that  furprized  every 

body,  purfued   them   with  the  greateft  eagernefs, 

hoping  to  overtake  them  by  the  way. 

In  the  mean  time.  General  Sullivan  had  landed  on 
the  north  end  of  Long  Ifland,  by  the  way  of  How- 
lanas  Ferry,   on  the  9th  of  Augufl,  being  the  day 

that 
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that  D'EftaIng   went  out  of    the  harbour  to   meet     17*78. 
Lord  Howe.     The  extreme  badnefs  of  the  weather    ^^^^-^nj 
impeded  for  fome  days  the  bringing  forward  of  his 
(lores  and  artillery,  and  of  courfe  retarded  the  pro-  ^^"; 
o^refs  of  his  armv.     On  the   I7th,    however,  they  1  ^*  ,'^^" 
broke  ground  on  Honeyman  srlill,  near  the  Britiih  Loh^ 
works,  and  began  to  conftrud   batteries,   and  to  Ifland 
form  lines  of  approach  ;  the  Britifii  forces  being  no 
lefs  active,  in   throwing  up  new  works,  and  con- 
flruding  new  batteries  to  counteradl  theirs.      We 
have  already  obferved,  that  General  Pigot  was  un- 
der no  great  apprehenuon  of  an  attack  in  front ; 
the  general  objed:  of  apprehenfion  v/as  the  concur- 
rent alTault  of  D'Eftaing  on  the  town  and  works  to 
the  water  ;    but  the  great  point  of   danger  was  his 
landing  a  body  of  troops  in  the  fouthern  peninfula, 
which  would  have  laid  the  garrifon  open  in  the  rear, 
whilft  they  were  defperately  engaged  on  the  front 
and  flank  in  defence  of  their  works. 

The  critical  and  mod  timely  appearance  of  Lord 
Howe  with  the  Britifh  fquadron,    happily  obviated 
this  apprehenfion  and  danger  in  the  firft  inilance  ; 
and  D'Eftaing's  confequent  departure  or  flight  to 
Bofton,  removed  them  entirely.     His  failing  out  of 
the  harbour  to  engage  Lord  Howe,    does  not  feem 
by  any  means  to  have  been  a  judicious   meafure." 
The  nature  of  the  port,    the  narrov/nefs  of  the  paf- 
fage  from  the  fea,  with  the  means  of  defence  afFord- 
cd  by  the  Ifland  of  Conanicut,    which   was    occu- 
pied by  himfelf  and  his  allies,   held  out,    ail  toge- 
ther, fo  flrong  a  fecurity  to  his  fleet,    that  fcarcely 
any  naval  fuperiority,  which,  however,  did  not  ex- 
id,  could  have   juflified  any  attempt  upon  it.     In 
this  (late,    it  would  feem,   that  he  fhould  fird  have 
fecured  his  object,    which   appears  to   have  been 
much  within  his  reach,  before   h^  put   out  to  fea, 
either  to  engage  or  feek  for  Lord  Howe.     But  va- 
nity feems  here  to  have  had  fome  ihare  in  his  deter- 
mination.    The  glory  of  vanquifhing  a  Britiih  fqua- 
dron. 
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1778.    dron,   and  of  obtaining  a  triumph  over  a  eomman- 
<'''^'^^>J  der  of  oTcat  name,  and  of  a  country  which  fo  fel- 

dom  afforded  fuch  laurels,  was  a  temptation  not  to 

be  refifted  by  D'Eflaing, 

Yet,  after  all  the  ill  confsqucnces  of  this  vain  and 
ruinous  purfuit,  if  he  had  entered  the  harbour, 
and  co-operated  with  the  Americans,  in  conformity 
with  their  mOit  earneft  folicitations,  when  he  an- 
chored the  fecond  time  before  Rhode  Ifland,  it 
would  feem  that  the  iiate  of  the  garrifon  would 
have  been  extremely  perilous,  and  that  he  had  a 
fair  profpeft  of  retrieving,  by  a  ftroke  of  no  fmall 
importance,  the  failure  of  fuccefs  in  his  grand  ob- 
jed:.  Such  a  fuccefsful  co-operation  would  likewife 
have  had  a  wonderful  efle^l:  in  conciliating  the  minds 
of  his  new  allies,  and  in  giving  them  an  idea, 
which  they  were  not  very  apt  to  entertain,  of  the 
vigour  and  efficacy  of  French  councils  and  arms. 
It  may  indeed  be  objected,  and  truly,  that  his  two 
difmafted  Ihips  could  not  have  been  repaired,  nor, 
perhaps,  the  reft  of  his  fquadron  refitted,  at  Rhode 
llland  ;  but  as  they  might  have  continued  there  in 
perfed  fecurity  for  any  length  of  time,  if  he  had 
fuccecdcd  in  his  objed,  this  obje^bion  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  of  fufficient  weight  for  its  being  aban- 
doned. 

Great  The  American  armv  in  Rhode  liland,   and   the 

^?   "   f.    P^^P^^  ^^   ^^^  Northern  colonies  in  general,   com- 

the  Ame-  P^^^i^^^^^   loudly  of    this  condud.     They  faid,   that 

n.  .ms        they  had  been  led  into  an  expedition,  of  prodigious 

a^uiiift      expence,  labour,   trouble,    and  danger,  under  the 

-^'■^^"       aflurance,   of  the  mod  effedive  co-operation  of  the 

taing  tor  jTj-gj^^j-^  ^etz.     That,  under  this  fandion,   they  had 

Rhode       committed  their  lives  and  liberties  on  the  invafion 

Ifland.       of    an   illand,   where,  without  a  naval  protedion, 

they  were  likely  to  be  enclofed  like  wild  beafts  in  a 

toil ;  and  that  in  this  fituation,  they  were  firft  de- 

ferted,  for  a  vain  and  fruitlefs  purfuit,  and  then  to- 

tally 
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tally  abandoned,  at  the  very  time  that  they  had  1778. 
brought  the  buiinefs  on  their  fide  to  the  point  of  ^v-'-n^^^ 
completion. 

Under  thefe  difcontents  and  apprehenfions,  SuU 
livan  wa;>  deferted  by  the  New  England  and  Gon- 
nedicut  volunteers,  who  compofed  the  better  half 
oF  h:s  army  ;  and  by  this  means  if  we  credit  the 
American  accounts,  his  numbers  were  fo  much  re- 
duced, as  to  be  inferior,  in  point  of  force  to  the 
garrifon.  In  thefe  circamflances,  and  under  the 
immediate  apprehcnfion  of  his  retreat  being  cut 
off,  Su'iivan  extricated  himfelf  with  a  degree  of 
prudence  and  ability,  which  would  have  done  ho- 
nour to  an  older  General  ;  nor  would  the  behaviour 
of  his  troops  have  difgraced  more  veteran  foldiers. 

Having  begun  to  fend  off  his  heavy  artillery  and  Q^^Q^dX 
baggage  on  the  25th  of  Auguli:,    he  retreated  from  SulHvan 
his  lines  on  the  ^gich  ;  and  though  he  was  moll  vigo-  abandons 
rouily   purdied,    and  repeatealy  attacked    in   every  l^hode 
quarter  wherever'  an  opening  was  made,    by  the  ■'•^^^"*^- 
Britifh  forces,    yet  he  took  his   meafures  fo  well, 
and  had  choi'en  his    polls  fo   judicioufly,    that  al- 
though* much  honour  was  claimed  and   deferved  on 
both  fides,  he  gained  the  north  end   of   the  iiland 
without  fuftaining    any  confiderable  lofs.     Being 
there,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  fitua- 
tion  of  his   polls,    in  a  (late  of  fecurity,   he  palTed 
his  army  over  by  the  way  of  Briflol  and  Holyland 
ferries,    on  the  night  of  the  30th,  without  interup- 
tion,   to  the  continent.     Nor  was  his  good  fortune 
inferior  to  his  coiiducl,  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived 
jull  after  with  fuch   a  force  from  New  York,    as 
would  have  left  no  doubt  of  the  fate  of  his  forces, 
if  they  had  ilill  continued  on  the  iiland. 

On  the  fame  day  that  Sullivan  abandoned  Rhode  LdHowe 
IHand,  Lord  Howe  entered  the  bay  of  Bofton,  ^"^ers  the 
where,  to  his  great   mortification,  he  found  that  ^\^^ 

D'Eftaing  ^'"^°" 
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1778.  D'Eflaing  was  arrived  before  him.  This  was,  how- 
\^<^  ever,  increafed,  when  upon  a  clofe  infpedion  he 
difcovered,  that  he  was  fo  efFedually  covered  in 
Nantafket  Road,  by  the  batteries  ereded,  and  the 
meafures  of  defence  taken,  by  the  Americans  and 
French,  on  the  adjacent  points  and  illands,  that  an 
attack  upon  him,  with  any  profpect  of  fuccefs  was 
utterly  impracticable. 

The  mod  remarkable  tranfadion  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  campaing  was  performed  in  Septem- 
ber, by  Maj.  Gen.  Grey,  at  Bedford  and  Fair  Haven, 
by  deftroying  feveral  valuable  (lores,  with  70  (hips 
and  privateers,  almofl  ready  for  failing.  The  bat- 
tery of  cannon  on  Fair  Haven  fide,  confiding  of 
eleven  pieces,  were  demolidied  by  Captain  Scott, 
commanding  officer  of  the  artillery,  and  the  maga- 
zine blown  up. 

A  requlhtion  was  made  of  the  arms  of  the  mili- 
tia,— 300  oxen,  and  10,000  (heep,  which  was  com- 
pHed  v/ith. — The  lofs  of  men  in  this  expedition  was 
inconfiderable. 

In  Oclober,  Sir  Henrv  Clinton  had  moved  into 
Jdrfey,  partly  to  favour  an  expedition  fent  to  Egg 
Harbour :  k  was  in  feveral  refpects  fuccefsful.  The 
ihips  and  detachment  under  fome  difficulty  and 
oppoution  arrived  there  on  the  5th  of  Odober  under 
the  command  of  Captains  Colhns  and  Fergufon. 

Three  fait  works,  and  feveral  ftores  were  de- 
itroyed.  The  Raleigh,  a  fine  American  frigate  was 
taken,  and  brought  to  New  York.  They  were 
informed  by  deferters,  that  Count  Polafki,  an  adive 
and  cruel  enemy  had  cantoned  his  corps,  confifling 
of  three  companies  of  foot,  three  troops  of  horfe,  a 
detachment  of  artillery,  and  a  brafs  field  piece, 
within  a  mile  of  a  bridge,  which  appeared  eafy  to 
feize.     Accordingly  250  men  were  embarked,  and 
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after  rowing  ten  miles  landed  at  four  o'clock  in  the  '^'77^^ 
morning,  within  a  mile  of  the  defile,  which  was  ^-^-"^ 
fecured.  They  then  pulhed  forward  upon  the  in- 
fantry of  Polafki's  Legion,  cantoned  in  three  dif- 
ferent houfes  ;  they  were  almoft  entirely  put  to 
the  fw^ord.  Among  them,  were  a  Lieutenant  Co-  ' 
lonel,  a  Captain,  and  an  Adjutant.  The  enemy  en- 
deavoured  to  harrafs  our  men  in  their  retreat ; 
but  with  fo  much  caution  and  modefty,  as  to  do 
them  little  mifchief*  It  feems,  that  Polaild,  had 
given  orders,  that  no  quarter  fliould  be  given  to 
our  troops.  In  this  expedition  ten  veiTels  v/ere 
deftioyed,  and  a  number  of  what  is  called  craft  ;  a 
large  brig,  like  wife,  laden  with  lumber  was  taken. 
This  place  having  been  a  neft  for  privateers,  the 
attacking  of  it  was  of  confidcrable  fervice,  and 
faved  many  of  our  trading  fliips  from  being  feized. 


wc 


Lord  Howe  having  w^ith  great  honour  to  himfelf,  ljt^q 
and  advantage  to  his  country,   brought  the   cam-  embarks 
paign  with   his   powerful  adverfary  to  a  conclufion,  for 
embarked   for  England-       With  an  inferiority  of  England. 
force,   which  held  out  mere  prefervation  as  the  lum- 
mit  of  hope,  he,  by  a  continued  and  rapid  fucceilion 
of  the  greateit  poffible  exertions,    mafterly  manoeu- 
vres, and  wife  meafures,  having  firfl  counteraded, 
and  at  length  defeated,  all  the  views  and  attempts 
of  his  enemy,  obliged  him  to  fly  for  refuge  to  thoie 
new  allies  v/hom  he  came  to  protect,  and  infulted 
him  under  that  protedlion.     Leaving  him  in  a  con- 
dition at  parting,    which  rendered  him  incapable  of 
any  further  fervice  in  thofe  feas  for  the  remainder  oi 
the  vear. 


CHAP. 


ik 
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CHAP.       XIX. 

Admiral  Byron  arrives  of  Bojlon-,   is  driven  off  the  coojl  hy  a 

violent  Jiorm,      The  Somerfet  and  Cornivall,   tnjjo  of  his  fquad 

dron,  driven  on  JJoore    and  I  eat  to  pieces.     Arrives   at  Rhode 

IJland  ivith  the  remainder  of  his  fleet,     D'Ejiai/ig,  takiiig  the 

advantage  of  a  'wejierly  nvind,  fails  out  of  Bofton  t:arbour  for 

the  Weft  Indies  ;    is   defer ied  by   the  Culloden  one  of  Byron's 

fleets   nuho  takes   one  of  his  trarfports.      Commodore  Hothain^ 

nji}ith  a  fquadron  of  7nen  of  war,  and  a   itumher  of  tranfportsy 

*with   4000  land  forces   under   the  command  of  Gen.  Grants 

fails  for  the  Wefl  Indies,      Arrives  at  Barbadoes,  is  joined  by 

Admiral  Barrington.     Proceeds  to  Sainte  Lncie.     D' EJiaing 

fuddenly  appears   before   that  place,    and  lands  5000  forces, 

..njjhich   are  totally  repulfed  by  the  Britifh  forces.     Sails  froju 

St  Lucie,  ivhich  furrenders  to  his  Britannic  Majefiy     Colonel 

Campbell,   in  conj unSiion   with  General  Prevof^   reduces  the 

■province  of  Georgia,    takes  Savaiinah.      General  Lincoln  de- 

feated    at   Brier  Creek*       Predatory  expedition   fro7n    New 

Tork,      General  Prevojl  appears   before  Charles  Town,  fum- 

.    7nons  the  garrifon    to  furrender.     Retreats   to  Fort  James. 

JD''EJlaing  appears  off  Savannah,     Summons  General  Prevojl 

to  furrender  to  the  arjjis  of  the  French  King,   nvhich  was  re- 

fufed  i  forms  the  fort,  but  repulfed  with  great  /laughter,  and 

obliged  to  fail  for  Europe,  B'c.  (^c, 

1778.  T^HE  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
'-''VN-;  j|^  Byron,  which  failc-d  from  Plymouth  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  in  order  to  counterad  the  defigns 
of  D'Eflaing,  had  the  fortune  of  meeting  unufual 
bad  weather  for  the  feafon,  and  of  being  feparated 
in  different  ftorms,  arrived  fcattered  broken,  fickly, 
difmafted,  or  other  wife  damaged,  in  various  degrees 
of  diflrefs,  upon  different  and  remote  parts  of  the 
coafts  of  America.  The  Princefs  Royal,  the  Admi- 
ral's fhip,  reached  Hallifax,  where  he  found  the 
Culloden  one  of  his  fquadron.  As  foon  as  his  two 
fhips  were  repaired  in  the  befl  manner  circumftances 
would  admit  of,  he  failed  from  Hallifax  with  the 
Diamond  frigate,  Hope  and  Difpatch  floops  of  war  ; 
being  joined  by  his  fcattered  fhips,  and  four  fliips  of 
the  line  lately  under  the  command  of  Lord  Howe, 
he  remained  off  BoHon ;    and  though  the   winter 

was 
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was   now  fetting  in  with  its  ufual   inclemency  on    1778. 
that  ftormy  and    dangerous    coafl,    yet  this  brave   ^^^<~'^ 
commander  knowing  what  importance  it  was  to  the 
fervice,  that  the  motions   of   fo  powerful  an  arma- 
ment  as  the  fleet  under  Count  D'Eftaing  ihould  be 
clofely  watched,  refolved  to  keep  his  (tation  as  long 
as  there  was   a  poffibility  of  doing  it  with  fafety  :  Nqy.  2. 
to  this,    he  v/as  ilili  the   more  induced,  by  certain 
informations,  that  the  French  fleet  were  completely 
refitted  and  ready  for  failing,  accompanied  by  feve- 
ral  American  florefliips  on  a  fecret  expedition. 

Byron's    fliips,  though  the  repairs  they  had  re- 
ceived  fince  their  arrival  on   the  coall  of  America 
were  but  flight,   and  the  crews  much   reduced  by 
the  inceflant  fatigues  they  had  undergone,  were  yet 
in  tolerable   condition  ;     and  their   number  being 
fuperior  to  the  French,  there  is  little   doubt  but  if 
the    enemy  had  come   out  of  BofLon    any  time  in 
October,    the  Britifli  flag   would  have  triumphed,  a  :.   •   t 
and  an  end  have  been  put  to  the  hofl:ile  operations  Byron 
of  D'Eflaing's  fleet  in  this  part  of  the  world.     But  driven  by 
on  the  fecond  of  November,  the  wind  which  at  this  a  ftonn 
feafon  ufualiy  blows  from  the  North- Wefl:,  fuddenly  f^°I^ 
ihifted  to  a  violent   and  heavy  gale  from  the  Eafl:,  -^Qa^ 
blowing  diredly  on  the  coafl.     Seamen  alone  can 
conceive  the  horror  of  fuch  a  fituation,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty the  bed  fliips  and  mod  experienced  failors 
have  to  efcape,   when  a  ruthlefs  tempeft  added  to 
the  mo'untainous   fwell  of  the  vaft  Atlantic,   urges 
their   deflruclion  :    the  Somerfet   of    64  guns,  the 
Cornwall  of  74.  and  Zebra  fioop,  were  fo  entangled 
with  the  coall,  that  they  could  not  clear  it,    and 
Y^ere  in  confequence  driven  on  fhore   and  beat  to 
pieces^;  great  part  of  the  crevvs  perifiied,  the  remain- 
der got  on  land,   where  it  is  faid,  they  were  treated 
by  the  i^mericans  with  humanity. 

The  florni  continued  with   unremitting  fury  all 
the  next  dav,  but  on  the  following,  which  was  the 

F  f  f  f  4.th 
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1778.    4tb  the  wind  without  abating  much  of  its  violence, 
^^^'r>^    after  veering  round  the  compafs  fettled  at  the  weft; 
of  which  circumftance  the  French  Admiral  availing 
himfelf,  failed  out  of  Bofton,   and  was  defcried  on 
the  7Lh  by  the  Culloden  of  74  guns,  one  of  Byron's 
fleet,    fleering  to  the  fouth-caft  ;  but  the  w^ind  was 
Nov.  4.      (lill  fo   tempefluous  that  they  paffed   clofe   by  the 
J.  ^r        Engllfli  fliip  without  taking  any  notice  of  her  ;  one 
taiiip-         of  ^^^  American   Itore  lliips  however  which  lagged 
fai'stor     behind  the  fleet  was   hred  upon  by  the  Culloden, 
the  Weil    made  a  prize  of    and  fent  into  New-York.     After 
ludies.      -which,   this  fhip  of  war  for  feveral  days  vainly  at- 
tempted to  regain  the  American  coaft  ;     but  the 
captain  finding  the  veffel  had  fuffered  greatly  in  her 
rigging,  and  that  her  crew  were    fickly  and   difpi- 
rited  ;  called  his  officers  to  confult  with  him,  when 
it  was   unanimoufly  refolved    to  bear  away  before 
the  gale  for  Europe,  which  they  did,  and  anchored 
the  13th  of  December  in  Milford  Haven,  at  which 
time   there  w^re  two  hundred  of  the  crew  fick  in 
their  hammocks,   and  the  remainder  in  a  condition 
little  better,    from  the  variety  of  hardfliips  they  had 
undergone.      Admiral  Byron   with  the   refidue   of 
his  fleet  got  into  Rhode  Ifland. 

There  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  the  BritiHi 
Commo-  miniflry  had  been  early  apprized  of  D'Eftaing's 
dore  further  plan  of    operations,  and  the  defigns  of  the 

Hotham  French  againll  the  Englilh  Weft-India  Iflands  ;  for 
th'wV  ^'^^'^y  ^^^  Odober,  and  long  before  any  difpatches 
Indies.  "  fi'om  London,  confequential  to  the  taking  of  Domi- 
nica could  have  reached  New  York,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  on  whom  the  command  devolved  after 
the  return  of  the  Howe's  to  Europe,  prepared  up- 
wards of  eighty  tranfport-velTels  and  furnifhing 
them  wdth  every  neceffary  accommodation,  the  24th 
of  the  liime  month,  the  4th.  5th.  15th.  27th.  28th. 
35th-,  40th.  46th.  49th.  55th.  regiments  and  a  corps 
of  ileiiians  v/ent  on  board  them  ;  in  four  days  after 
they  fell  down  to  Sandy  Hook,  from  wdiencethey 

failed 
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failed  for  the  Weii-lndies  the  firil:  of  November, 
under  the  colivoy  of  a  fmall  fquadron  of  men  of 
war,  commanded  by  Commodore  Hotham  ;  being 
jull  three  days  before  the  departure  of  D'Eftamg 
from  Bofton.  This  force  was  defigned  to 
flrengthcn  the  garrifons  of  the  Weil -India  ifiands, 
theie  important  places  having  been  fhamefuUy  neg- 
lected. 

On  the  loth  of  December  Commodore  Hotham's 
fleet  arrived  at  Barbadoes,    where  they  were  joined  Commo- 
by  a  fmall  fquadron,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  p^^^j^^ 
Barrington.      At  this  iiland    they  fiaid   only  two  arrives  at 
days,  and  proceeded  to  execute  one  of  the  intents  Berba- 
of  their  expedition,    which  was,    a  defcent  on  the  does,  fails 
ifland    of    Sainte  Lucie,    where   bv  favour  of  the   "^  . 
monfoon  they  arrived  the  day  foilov^'ing  and  niimxe-  ^^.^-,^^1^  j^^ 
diately  landed  the  troops  near  the  Carenage,  while  takesaftcr 
the  fleet  came  to  anchor  in  the  grand  Cul  de  bac.  rennlfing 
General  Grant  who  commanded  the  land  forces,  D'Ef- 
made  the  beil  difpofitions,  and  having  .polTeired  him-  tamg 
felf  of    the  Carenage,    invefled  the  principal  fort. 
While    thefe     operations     were     going    forward, 
D'Eftaing  with  a  corps  of  5000  land  forces  on  board 
failed   from  Martinique,   at   which  place    he    had 
arrived  from  Boflori,  on  an  expedition  againH:  the 
Britifh  ifiands  of  St.  Vincents  and  Grenada,  but  he 
was   fcarcely  under  way  when  pofitive   intelligence 
was   brought  him  that  Sainte  Lucie   was  attacked. 
A  place  of    fuch  importance  from  its  proximity  to 
Martinique  was    not   to    be   loil  without    making 
every  attempt  for  its  deliverance  ;  there  was  reaibn 
to  exped  Byron  would  foon  arrive  in  thefe  feas  ;   a 
coup  de  main  was  therefore  a  nieafure  of  neceiuty, 
which  if  it  fucceeded  muii:  inevitablv  be  a  decifive 
flroke  againd  the  Englifli,   as  from   the  deftrudion 
of  their  aimvand   fleet   at  Sainte  Lucie,    all   their 
Weit-lndia  pofleflions  if    not  taken  by  the  French, 
muft  be  reduced  to  fuch  difcrefs  that  its  effecls  would 
be   f(^lt  for    many   years.     D'Eftaing  fuddenly  ap- 
peared 
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1778.    peared  off   the  grand  Guide  Sac  where  the  Britifli 
^^-^'v->w'    fleet  lay.      He  did  not  find  the  Eriglifh  unprepared, 
Barrington's   fleet  was  difpofed  fo  as  to  defend  the 
entrance  of    the  harbour  againfl  any  number  that 
might  attack   it,    beiide   which,    the  General  had 
ereded   feverai  batteries   on  ihore.     Two  attempts 
were  made  by  the  French  to  force  into  the  harbour, 
but  Englifh  courage   and  conduct  prevailed  ;    the 
French  were  beat  off    with  great  lofs  :    an  attempt 
by  land  was  all  that  now  remained,  but  it  was  not 
more  fortunate.  The  army  deilined  for  the  conqueft 
of  the  Britiih  iilands  was  landed,  confiding  of  5000 
infantry  and   commanded  by  the  Count  D'Efiaing 
and  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  ;  they  advanced  rapidly 
towards    the  Englilli   entrenchments,    w-ith  all  that 
confidence    which    fuperiority    of    number    gives, 
being  twice  that  of  the  Englilli,    but  they  had  not 
the  lipht  holiday  troops  of  a  fouthern  clime  to  deal 
with,   it  was  an  iron  band  of  veterans,  who  inured 
to  toil,  joining  their  native  courage  to  the  harden- 
ing fervice  of  northern  campaigns,  were  not  to  be 
-  fubdued.     The  French  advanced  to  the  trenches  in 
two  divifions,  the  right  led  by  D  Edaing,  and  the 
left  by  Bouille,   they  advanced    amidll  their  fire, 
but  their  fire  was  not  returned  untill  they  mounted 
the  trenches,    then,  a  difcharge  from  the  firft  hne 
of   the  Englifh  flopped  them  for   a  moment,  and 
before  they  could  recover  they  were  charged  by  the 
Britiih  bayonets  ;  the  llaughter  Vv^as  dreadful,  they 
fell  upon  their  rear  in  confufion,  the  Engliih  march- 
ed out  and  attacked   in  turn  ;    and  the  vidory  was 
complete.     The  French  Generals  with  the  fliattered 
remains  of    their  army  with  difficulty  reached  their 
fhips,    which  foon  after  failed  off  with  them,    and 
while  they  were  yet   in  view  the  French  governor 
defpairing  of   any  further  fuccour,  furrendered  the 
ifland  to  his  Britannic  Majefly.     The  lofs   on  the 
fide  of  the  Britifh  was  inconiiderable,  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  killed  and  v/ounded,  w^hereas  that  of 
the  enemy  exceeded  one  thoufand. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  two  other  expeditions  were  fet  1778. 
on  foot,  one  from  New  York  with  a  body  of  troops  "^^^"^^ 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, and  another  from  St  Aiiguftine  in  Florida 
under  the  command  of  Major  General  Prevoft,  to 
a6l  in  conjundion  for  the  reduction  of  the  province 
of  Georgia. 

Having  received  Sir  H.  Clinton's  orders  to  pro-  Nov.  27. 
ceed  to  Georgia,    with  his  Majefty's  71(1  regiment  q  1     j 
of   foot,    2   battalions  of    Heliians,  4  battalions  of  Campbell 
Provincials,  and  a  detachment  of  the  royal  artillery,  fails  for 
they  friiled  from  the  Hook  on  the  27th  of  Novem-  Georgia. 
ber,  efcorted  by  a  fquadron  of  his  Majefty's  fhips  of 
war,  under  the  'command  of  Commodore  Parker, 
the  whole  fleet  arrived  oiF  the  ifland  of  Tybee,  on 
the  23d  of  December,  two  horfeiloops  excepted. 

On  the  24th  the  Commodore,  with  the  greatefl: 
part  of  the  tranfports,  got  over  the  bar,  and  anchored 
in  the  Savannah  river,  within  the  light-hoiife  of 
Tybee  j  on  the  27th  the  reft  of  the  fleet  joined 
him. 

During  the  time  occupied  in  bringing  the  laft 
divifion  of  the  fleet  over  the  bar,  they  formed  from 
the  Provincial  battalions  tw^o  corps  of  light  infantrv, 
the  one  to  be  attached  to  Sir  James  Baird's  lirht 
company  of  the  71  it:  Highlanders,  the  other  to  Capt. 
Camerons  company  of  the  fame  regiment. 

Having  no  intelligence  that  could  be  depended 
upon,  with  refpecl:  to  the  m/ilitary  force  of  Georgia, 
or  the  difpofitions  formed  for  its  defence.  Sir  James 
Baird's  Highland  company  of  light  infantry,  in  two 
fiat  boats,  with  Lieut.  Clark  of  the  navy,  was  dif- 
patched  in  the  night  of  the  25th,  to  feize  any  of 
the  inhabitants  they  might  find  on  the  banks  of 
Wilmiington  Creek.  Two  men  were  procured  by 
this  means,  by  v/hom  they  learnt  the  -moft  fatisfac- 

tory 
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1778.  tory  intelligence  concerning  the  (late  of  matters  at 
^^"'^■^'^^  Savannah,  and  which  fettled  the  Commodore  and 
the  Commander  of  the  land  forces  in  the  refolu- 
tion  of  landing  the  troops  the  next  evening,  at  the 
plantation  of  one  Gerrido,  an  important  pod, 
twelve  miles  farther  up  the  river  than  the  light- 
houfe  of  Tybee,  and  two  miles  lliort  in  a  dired  line 
from  the  town  of  Savannah,  although  the  diltance 
was  not  lefs  than  three  along  the  road.  This  pofl 
was  the  firil  pracllcable  landing  place  on  the  Savan- 
nah river,  the  whole  country  between  it  and  Tybee 
being  a  continued  tract  of  deep  marlh,  interfecled 
by  the  Creeks  of  St  Augufline  and  Tybee,  of  con- 
fiderable  extent,  and  other  cuts  of  water  impalTable 
for  troops  at  any  time  of  the  tide.  • 

The  Vigilant  man  of  war,  with  the  Comet  galley, 
the  Keppel  armed  brig,  and  the  Greenwich  armed 
floop  followed  by  the  tranfports  in  three  diviiions, 
in  the  order  eUabliflied  for  a  defcent,  proceeded  up 
the  river  with  the  tide  at  noon  ;  about  four  o^clock 
in  the  evening  the  Vigilant  opened  the  reach  to 
Gerridoe's  plantation,  and  was  cannonaded  by  two 
rebel  gallies,  who  retired  before  any  of  their  bullets 
had  reached  her  ;  a  fingle  lliot  from  the  Vigilant 
quickened  their  retreat. 

The  tide  and  evening  being  too  far  fpent,  and 
many  of  the  tranfports  having  grounded  at  the 
diflance  of  five  or  fix  miles  below  Gerridoe's  plan- 
tation, the  defcent  was  indifpenfably  delayed  till 
next  morning.  The  fird  divinon  of  the  troops, 
confiffing  of  all  the  light  infantry  of  the  army,  the 
New  York  volunteers,  and  iff  battalion  of  the  Ji^^ 
inider  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Maitland,  were 
landed  at  break  of  day  on  the  river-dam  in  front  of 
Gerridoe's  plantation,  from  whence  a  narrow  caufe- 
way,  /of  600  yards  in  length,  with  a  ditch  on  each 
fide,  led  through  a  rice  fwamp  diredly  for  Gerri- 
doe's 
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doe's  houfe,  which  flood  upon  a  blulTof  30  feet  in    1778. 
height,  above  the  level  of  the  rice  fwamps.  K.^-r\^ 

The  hght  infantry  under  Capt.  Cameron,  having 
firfl  reached  the  lliore,  were  formed  and  led  brifldy 
forward  to  the  bluff,  where  a  body  of  50  rebels  were 
polled,  and  from  whom  they  received  a  fmart  fire 
of  mufquetry  ;  but  the  Highlanders,  rulhing  on 
w  ith  their  ufual  impetuofity,  gave  them  no  time  to 
repeat  it  :  they  drove  them  infiantly  to  the  woods, 
and  happily  fecured  a  landing  place  for  the  reft  of 
the  army.  Capt.  Cameron,  a  fpirited  and  moft  valu- 
able officer,  with  two  Highlanders  were  killed  on 
this  occalion,  and  five  Highlanders  wounded. 

Upon  reconnoitring  the  environs  of  Gerridoe's  4? 

plantation,  the  rebel  army  w^as  difcovered  under 
Major  General  Robert  Howe,  drawn  up  about  a 
mile  eaft  of  the  town  of  Savannah,  with  feveral 
pieces  of  cannon  in  their  front.  The  ift  divifion 
of  troops,  together  with  one  company  of  the  2d 
battalion  of  the  71ft,  the  ift  battalion  of  Delancy's, 
the  VVellworth  and  part  of  Wilfenback's  regiment 
of  Hellians,  being  landed,  it  was  thought  expedient, 
having  the  day  before  them,  to  go  in  queft  of  the 
enemy,  rather  than  give  them  an  opportunity  of  re- 
tiring unmolefted. 

A  company  of  the  2d  battalion  of  the  7ifl:,  toge- 
ther with  the  I  ft  battalion  of  Delancy's,  were  ac- 
cordingly left  to  cover  the  landing  place,  and  the 
troops  marched  in  the  following  order  for  the  town 
of  Savannah. 

The  light  infantry,  throwing  of  their  packs, 
formed  the  advance,  the  New  York  volunteers  fol- 
lowed to  fupportthe  light  infantry,  the  ill  battalion 
of  the  7 1  it  with  two  fix-pounders  followed  the 
New  York  volunteers,  and  the  Wellworth  battalion 
of  Heiiians,  wdth  two  three-pounders,  followed  the 
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1778.    7 1  ft,  part  of  Wiflenback's  battalion  of  HelTiansclofed 
--^^-^^^    the  rear.     On  the   troops  having  entered  the  great 
road  leading  to  the  town  of  Savannah,  the  divifion 
of  WifTenback's    regiment  was   polled  on  the  crofs 
roads  to  fecure  the  rear  of  the  army  ;  a  thick  impe- 
\  netrable  wooded  fwamp  covered  the  left  of  the  line 

of  march  ;  and  the  light  infantry,  with  the  flankers 
of  each  corps,  effedually  fcoured  the  cultivated 
plantations  on  the  right. 

The    troops    reached     the    open    country   near 
Tatnal's  plantation  before  three  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing ;  and  halted  in  the  great  road  about  200  paces 
ihort   of   the  gate    leading  to   Governor   Wright's 
^^  plantation,    the  light  infantry  excepted,    w^ho  v/ere 

™  ordered  to  form  immediately  upon  our  right  of  the 

road,  along  the  rails  leading  to  Governor  Wright's 
plantation. 

The  enemy  were  drawn  up  acrofs  the  road,  at 
the  diftance  of  800  yards  from  this  gate  way  ;  one 
half,  confifting  of  Thompfon's  and  Eugee's  regi- 
ments of  Carolina  troops,  were  formed  under  Col. 
Eugee,  with  their  left  obliquely  to  the  great  road 
leading  to  Savannah,  their  right  to  a  wooded  fwamp, 
covered  by  the  houfes  of  Tatnal's  plantation,  in 
which  they  had  placed  fome  riflemen  ;  the  other 
half  of  their  regular  troops,  confifl:ing  of  part  of 
the  I  ft,  2d,  3d,  and  4th  battalions  of  the  Georgia 
brigade,  was  formed  under  Colonel  Elbert,  with 
their  right  to  the  road,  and  their  left  to  the  rice 
fwamps  of  Governors  Wright's  plantation,  wdth  the 
fort  of  Savannah  Bluif  behind  their  right  wing,  in 
the  ftile  of  fecond  flank  ;  the  town  of  Savannah, 
round  which  they  had  the  rem^ains  of  an  old  line  of 
intrenchments  covered  their  rear.  One  piece  of 
cannon  was  planted  on  the  right  of  their  line,  one 
upon  the  left,  and  two  pieces  occupied  the  traverfe, 
acrofs  the  great  road,  in  the  center  of  their  line. 
About    100  paces  in  front  of   this  traverfe,  at  a 

critical 
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critical  fpot  between  two  fwamps,  a  trench  was  cut  1779- 
acrofs  the  road,  and  about  ico  yards  in  front  of 
this  trench,  a  marjQiy  ri\ulet  run  ahnolt  parallel  the 
whole  extent  ol'  their  front ;  the  bridge  of  w^hich 
was  burned  down,  to  interrupt  the  paliage,  and 
retard  the  progrefs  of  the  Britiih  forces. 

It  was  difcovered  from  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  that  they  wllhed  and  expelled  an  attack 
upon  their  left,  and  the  General  was  dclirous  of 
cherilliing  that  opinion. 

Having  accidentally  fallen  in  with  a  negroe,  W'ho 
knew  a  private  path   through  the  wooded  Iwamp, 
upon  the  enemy's   right,   the    ift  battahon  of  the 
71(1  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
and  move  up  to  the  rear  of  the  light  infantry,  whilft 
that  corps   drew  oil'  to  the  right,  as   if  meant  to 
extend  their  front  to  that  quarter,  where  a  happy 
fall  of  ground   favoured  the  concealment  of  this 
manotuvre,  and  increafed  the  jealoufy  of  the  enemy 
with   regard   to   their   left.     Sir  James  Baird   had 
diredions  to  convey  the  light  infantry,  in  this  hol- 
low ground,   quite  to  the  rear,   and  penetrate  the 
wooded  fwamp  upon  our  left,   with  a  view  to  get 
round  by  the  new  barracks  into  the   rear  of  the 
enemy's   right  flank.     The  New  York  volunteers 
under  Colonel  1  umbuU  was  ordered  to  fupport  him. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  movement  the  artillery 
were  formed  in  a  held  on  the  left  of  the  road,  con- 
cealed from  the  enemy  by  a  fwell  of  ground  m 
front,  which  was  meant  to  run  them  up  for 
adion,  when  the  hgnal  was  made  to  engage,  and 
from  whence  they  could  either  bear  advantageoufly 
upon  the  right  of  the  rebel  line,  as  it  was  then 
formed,  or  cannonade  any  body  of  troops  in  flank 
which  they  might  detach  into  the  \YOod  to  retard 
the  progrefs  of  the  hght  infantrv. 

.     '  G  g  g  S     ^  T^^^^ 
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1779.  The  regiment  of  Willworth  was  formed  upon 
V-/'"v->^'  the  left  of  the  artillery,  and  the  enemy  continued 
to  amufe  themfeives  with  their  cannon,  without 
any  return  upon  our  part,  till  it  was  vifible  that 
Sir  James  Baird  and  the  light  infantry  had  fairly 
got  round  upon  their  rear.  On  this  occafion  the 
line  was  commanded  to  move  brifkly  forward. 
The  well  direded  artillery  of  the  line,  the  rapid 
advanqe  of  the  71(1  regiment,  and  the  forward  coun- 
tenance of  the  Hclliau  regiment  of  Willworth,  in- 
flantly  difperied  the  enemy. 

A  body  of  militia  of  Georgia  that  pafled  at  the 
nrw  bai  racks  with  fome  pieces  of  cannon  to  cover 
the  road  from  Great  Ogeeche,  were  at  this  juncture 
routed,  with  the  lofs  of  their  artillery,  by  the  light 
infantry  under  Sir  James  Baird,  when  the  fcattered 
troops  of  the  Carolina  and  Georgia  brigades  run 
acrols  the  plain  in  his  front.  This  officer  v/it  h  his 
Uiuai  gallantry,  daflied  the  light  infantry  on  their 
ilank,  and  terminated  the  fate  of  the  day  with  bril- 
liant fuccefs. 

Thirty  eight  officers  of  different  di(lin6lions,  and 
i;iy  non-commillioned  officers  and  privates,  one 
iland  of  colours,  48  pieces  of  cannon,  23  mortars, 
94  barrels  of  powder,  the  fort  with  all  its  flores, 
and  in  Ihort  the  capital  of  Georgia,  the  fliipping  in 
the  harbour,  with  a  large  quantity  of  proviiions, 
fell  into  our  polTeHion  before  it  was  dark,  without 
any  other  lofs  on  our  fide  than  that  of  Capt.  Peter 
^  Campbell,  a  gallant  officer  of  Skinner's  light  infan- 

try, and  two  privates  killed;  one  ferjeant,  and  9 
privates,  wounded  :  83  of  the  enemy  found  dead 
on  the  common,  and  1 1  wounded.  By  the  accounts 
received  from  the  prifoners,  30  loft  their  lives  in 
the  fwamp,  endeavouring  to  make  their  efcape. 

Major   General  Prevoft,    who  commanded  the 
troops  for  the  defence  of  the  fort  at  St.  Auguftinc 

in 
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in  Florida,  having  colieded  all  the  force  of  every 
kind  which  could  be  pollibly  fpared  from  the  necef- 
fary  number  for  the  defence  of  the  fort  and  garri- 
fon,   in  purfuance  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's   orders, 
immediately  marched  to  co-operate  with  the  troops 
from   the   northward ;    but   was   greatly   retarded, 
having  no  conveyance  for  the  artillery  and  ammu- 
nition but  by  water  in  open  boats.     They  were 
alfo   obliged  to  take  a  long   circuit   to   avoid  the 
enemy's  gallies;  however  by  the  adivity  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Prevoft,  who   made   a  forced   march   in  the  Tonn  of 
night,   he  lurrounded  the  town  of  Sunbury  to  i:re-  Sunbury 
vent  the  enemy  from  efcaping  in  cafe  they  dehgned  ^^^^"• 
to  abandon  the  fort;   which  he  foon  obHged  to  fur- 
render  with  the  garrifon,  making  2 1 2  prifoners  in- 
cluding officers.    On  the  fide  of  his  Majeliy's  troops 
only  one  man  killed,  and  three  wounded,  notwdth- 
flanding  they  had  two  gallies  and  an  armed  veiihl 
firing  on  our  trenches   for  three  days,  befides  21 
pieces  of  cannon   mounted    in    the    fort.       After 
fettling  a  garrifon  in  it,  and  ordering  the  neceilary 
repairs,  General  Prevofl  proceeded  to  Savannah  to 
take  the  command  of  the  army,  lately  under  Col. 
Campbell. 

As  foon  as  the  proper  arrangements  could  be 
made  Lieut.  Col.  Campbell  was  detached  up  the 
river  with  a  fdcd:  corps  of  about  800  regular  troops, 
and  fome  irregulars,  to  endeavour  to  penetrate  to 
Auguita,  and  to  open  a  comxmunication  with  the 
back  inhabitants  of  the  provinces.  The  Colonel 
efre(51:ed  his  march  to  Augufta  with  few  obflruc- 
tions,  and  without  any  lofs. 

Lieut.  Col.  Prevofl:,  with  a  confiderable  detach- 
ment, had  been  fent  to  fufrain,  join,  or  otherwife 
co-operate  with  Colonel  Campbell;  and  had  taken 
poll  at  Briar- Creek  to  keep  the  enemy  below  in 
check,  and  to  cove-r.the  advance  when  neceffarv. 

Bu 
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1779.        But  from  the  length  and  difficulty  of  the  commu* 
^^-'^^''^^  nication  it  was  judged  proper   for  the  whloe  to  fall 
back  to  Hudlbn's  Ferry,  24  miles  above  Savannah, 
-which  formed  the  upper  extremity  of  our  chain  on 
the    river.      IntelHgence   being    received    th?.t  the 
rebels,  in   confiderable   force,  had  taken  pod  at 
p  \j\       Briar-Creek  13  miles  above  the  upp^^r  poft  at  Hud- 
army  de-  ^'^^'s?  ^1"^^  that  they  were  bufy  repairing  a  bridge, 
fentedat   (which  was  deftroved  by  Colonel  Campbell)  for  the 
Brier        purpofe  of  hampering  the  troops  in  their  quarters, 
Creek.       ^i-j^l  for  cutting  off  all  communication  with  the  upper 
country  ;  and  perhaps  with  a  view  of  co-operation 
with  their  mainbodv.  It  was  deemed  neceffarvto  dif- 
.  ^  lod;_;e  them,  accordingly,  Major  I\rPlierfon5  with  the 

I  fl  battalion  of  the  7 1  (I  regiment,  a  corps  of  light  in- 
fantry commanded  by  Sir  James  Baird,  and  three 
companies  of  grenadiers  of  the  Florida  brigade,  took 
a  long  circuit  of  50  m.iles  to  crofs  the  creek  above 
them,  and  endeavour  to  gain  the  rear;  difpofitions 
were  alfo  made  by  the  main  army  to  favour  the 
attempt,  and  to  amufe  and  keep  the  Gen.  Lincoln 
in  check  fliould  he  make  any  attempt  on  Savannah, 
The  plan  was  happily  effected  by  the  furprife  of 
the  rebels,  who  were  totally  defeated  and  difperfed^ 
wirh  the  lofs  of  feven  pieces  of  cannon,  feveral  if  and 
of  colours  almofl:  all  their  arms,  all  their  ammuni- 
tion and  baggage  ;  which  were  left  to  the  viclorious 
troops.  The  fecond  in  command.  Brigadier  Gen. 
Elbert,  one  of  their  beft  officers,  feveral  of  lefs  note, 
in  the  whole  27  officers,  with  near  200  men,  were 
taken;  about  150  were  killed  on  the  field  of  battle, 
adjoining  wood?,  and  fwamps ;  but  their  chief  lofs 
confifted  in  the  numiber  of  officers  and  mendrovvned, 
in  attempting  to  fave  themfelves  from  the  ilaughter, 
by  plunging  into  a  ditt^xp  and  rapid  river.  The  lofs 
of  the  Royal  army  was  only  five  privates  killed, 
and  ont  officer  and  ten  privates  wounded.  The 
rebels,  by  the  beu  accounts,  were  above  2000  ;  on 
our  fide  three  grenadier  companies  of  the  60th  regi- 
ment. Sir  James  Baird's  light  infantry,  the  2d  batta- 
lion 
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lion  of  the  71(1  regiment,  Capt.  Taw's  troop  of  lio-ht 
dragoons,  with  about  150  provincials,  rangers,  and 
mihtia ;  making  in  all  about  900,  compofed  the 
corps  that  attacked. 

Immediately  after  the  defeat  of  the  rebels  a  pro- 
clamation  was  piibliilied  by  G^n.  Prevoft,  reciting 
that  as  the  inhabitants  of  Georgia  have  acknow- 
ledged their  fatisfaction  whh  the  concefTions  and 
overtures  of  Great  Britain,  the  General  declares  that 
the  laws  in  force  in  that  colony  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1775,  ihall  continue  in  force  until  quiet  times 
may  allov^  the  General  Affembly  to  alter  them. 
Abut  1400  of  the  inhabitants  fubmirted,  fwore  alle- 
giance to  the  King,  took  the  benefit  of  his  Majedy's 
gracious  protection,  and  were  formed  into  twenty 
companies  in  the  flile  of  militia,  for  the  defence  of 
their  property  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  rebels 
from  Carolina. 

Several  fuccefsful  predatory  expeditions  were  May  5 
undertaken  from  New  York  by  General  Mathews, 
who  commanded  the  land  forces,  aflilted  with  a 
naval  force  under  Sir  George  Collier,  having  arrived 
off  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  they  failed  up  Elizabeth 
and  James  River  to  the  Glebe  about  three  miles 
from  Portfmouth,  w-hich  was  taken  by  his  Majefty's 
forces,  together  with  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  ;  where 
they  found  large  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  naval 
flores,  a  number  of  privateers  and  veffels  on  the 
flocks,  which  were  all  dellroyed  ;  many  fhips  with 
valuable  cargos  were  alfo  captured,  which  were  fent 
to  New  York. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  beino;  fenfible  of  the  imDor-  c.^„^ 
tance  of  the  polls  of  Stony  Point  and  Verplanks,  Point  anJ 
the    molt    direct    and    convenient    communication  Ver- 
betw^een  the  provinces  on  either  fide  of  Hudfon's  P'^nks 
River,  determined  to  poffefs  himfclf  of  them  when  ^^^^°* 
the  enemy  had  nearly  compleated  their  works,  in 

order 
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1779.   order  to  fecure  the  Important  pafs  of  King's  Ferry, 


V-/^rN^ 


The  troops  dellined  for  this  fervice  was  put  under 
the  command  of  Major  General  Vaughan  ;  after 
their  embarkation  they  were  joined  by  the  corps 
from  Virginia,  which  arrived  juft  in  time  to  proceed 
up  the  North  River  on  the  30th  of  May. 

May  31  In  the  morning  of  the  31(1  Major  Gen.  Vaughan 
landed,  with  the  grofs  of  his  command,  on  the  eait 
fide  of  the  river,  8  miles  below  Verplanks,  whilfl 
■  the  lyth,  63d 5  and  64th  regiments,  wdth  100  yagers, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,'  pro- 
ceeded to  within  three  miles  of  Stony  Point,  where 
they  landed  under  Lieut.  Col.  Johnfon.  On  the 
{hips  coming  in  view  the  rebels  evacuated  their > 
works,  which  were  in  fome  forwardnefs,  and  fet  fire 
to  a  large  block-houfe.  As  the  troops  appeared  to 
take  poirellion  they  made  fome  (how  of  refinance, 
by  drawing  up  on  the  hills,  but  did  not  wait  a 
conflid. 

Sir  George  Collier  favoured  the  expedition  with 
the  ailiflance  of  the  gallies  and  gun  boats  of  the 
fleet  under  his  diredi-on  ;  thefe  exchanged  fome  lliot 
with  Fort  La  Fayette,  a  finall  but  complete  work 
on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  river,  whilft  the  troops  were 
pofTefling  themfelves  of  the  heights  of  Stony  Point 
which  commanded  it. 

The  artillery  was  landed  In  the  night  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Pattifon ;  by  his  exer- 
tions and  good  arrangements,  feconded  by  the 
chearful  labour  of  the  troops,  a  battery  of  cannon 
and  mortars  were  opened  at  five  the  next  morning 
on  the  fummit  of  this  difFicult  rock  ;  their  eiied  was 
foon  perceived  as  well  of  that  of  the  gallies.  Gen. 
Vaughan,  appearing  at  this  time  in  the  rear  of  the 
fort,  prevented  the  retreat  which  the  enemy  were 
concerting.  Under  thefe  circumftances  they  furren- 
dered  the  fort,  on  being  promifed  humane  treat- 
ment. 
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merit.  The  fuccefs  of  this  expedition  obliged  the 
rebels  to  make  a  detour  of  ninety  miles  acrofs  the 
mountains  to  communicate  with  the  country  ealt  of 
Hudfon's  River. 

Notwithftanding  the  great  importance  of  Ver- 
planks  and  Stony  Point,  and  that  they  were (trongly 
garrifoned,  the  rebels,  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  June, 
fuddenly  ali'aulted  and  carried  the  lines  at  Stony 
Point ;  the  greater  part  of  the  garrifon  confiiling 
of  the  17th  regiment  of  foot,  the  grenadier  com- 
pany of  the  yii\  regiment,  a  company  of  the  loyal 
Americans,  and  a  fmall  detachment  of  the  Royal 
,  artillery  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Johnion, 
of  the  7th  regiment,  were  either  killed  or  taken. 
The  enemy  immediately  began  a  heavy  cannonade 
with  our  guns  from  Stony  Point  upon  Lieivt.  CoL 
Webffer,  vrho  commanded  at  Verplanks;  at  the 
fame  time  he  was  informed  that  a  confiderable 
force  was  in  his  rear,  who,  if  they  did  not  mean  to 
attack  him  from  that  quarter,  at  leaf!  would  make 
his  retreat,  fhould  he  be  driven  to  that  extremity^ 
very  difEcult. 

Upon  the  firft  intelligence  received  of  the  fur- 
prize  of  thefe  important  pofts  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
at  New  York,  he  ordered  the  army  to  advance  to 
Dobb*s  Ferry,  pufning  forward  the  cavalry,  and 
fome  light  troops,  to  the  banks  of  the  Croton 
River,  to  awe  the  enemy  iii  any  attempt  by  land 
againfl  Verplanks.  Brigadier  General  Sterling  was 
in  the  mean  time  embarked  with  three  regim^ents 
for  the  relief  of  Verplanks,  or  the  recovery  of  Stony 
Point.  On  his  arrival  within  fight  of  the  latter 
place  the  enemy  abandoned  it  with  precipitation, 
and  fome  circumftances  of  difgrace. 

After  this  unfortunate  affair  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
difpatched  General  Tryon  in  hopes  to  draw  General 
Wailiington  from  the  ftrong  pofl  he  occupied  in 
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the  mountains  of  Connedicut ;  not  being  able  to 
accompliili  his  defign,  he  dellroyed  the  public  iiores, 
feme  veflels,  and  ordnance;  at  Newhaven  burnt 
the  villages  of  Fairfield  and  Norwalk,  to  refent  the 
fire  of  the  rebels  from  the  houfes ;  drove  the  main 
body  of  the  rebels  from  a  place  called  the  Northern 
Heights,  deilroyed  the  fait  pans,  magazine,  ftores; 
after  which  they  reimbarked,  and  returned  without 
moleflation  to  New  York. 

Expedi-  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton  having  thought  it 
tion  up  necelTary  for  his  Majefly's  fervice  to  ellablifli  a  poll 
Penob-  Qn  the  river  Penobfcot,  Col.  M'Lean,  about  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  arrived  in  that  river  wich  a  detach- 
ment of  450  rank  and  file  of  the  47th  regiment, 
and  200  of  the  8 2d.  On  the  arrival  the  difficulties 
of  clearing  the  woods^  landing  provifions  and  iiores, 
and  placing  them  in  fafety,  made  it  the  22d  of  July 
before  the  intended  fort  could  be  marked  out. 
On  the  2 1 11  of  July  the  Colonel  received  advice  of 
a  confiderable  armament  having  failed  from  Bolion, 
for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  the  garrifon,  two  of 
the  badions  of  the  intended  fort  were  then  untouch- 
ed, and  the  remaining  two  with  the  curtains  were 
in  no  part  above  4  or  5  feet  in  height,  and  1 2  in 
thicknefs ;  the  ditch  in  moll  parts  not  above  3  feet 
in  depth,  no  platforms  laid,  nor  any  artillery  mount- 
ed: however,  relying  on  the  zeal  and  ardour  which 
appeared  in  all  ranks,  they  laid  afide  all  thoughts 
of  finilhing  it,  and  employed  themfelves  in  putting 
the  pod  in  the  bed  polture  of  defence  theJhortnefs 
of  the  time  would  admit  of.  His  Majeity's  Ihips 
Albany,  North,  and  Nautilus  were  in  the  river,  the 
Commanders  of  which  joined  their  eiibrts  for  their 
mutual  fafety. 

On  the  25th  the  enemy's  fleet,  to  the  number  of 
37  fail,  appeared  in  fight,  and  at  two  in  the  after- 
noon their  armed  velTels  began  cannonading  the 
fhips  of  war  and  a  battery  of  four  twelve  pounders 

which 
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which  was  thrown  up  on  the  banks  of  the  river  for    1779. 
the  protedion  of  the  fhipping  ;    the  warmth  with  ^^-'^^'^^ 
which  it   was  returned  foon  obHged  them  to  retire, 
and  anchor  off  the  weft  end  of  the   peninlula  on 
which   they  were  pofted,  and  about  the  middle  of 
which  our  fort  was  intended  to  be  made.     On  the 
26th  they  renewed  their  attack  on  the  lliips,  but 
with  the  fame  fuccefs.       The  Commander  had  pre- 
vioufly  intrenched   the  Ifthmus  which  conneds  the 
peninfula  with  the  main;  and  as  the  fhipping  guard- 
ed the  entrance  of  the  river,    he  was  in  no  pain  for 
their  landing  at  any  other  part  but  the  weft    end, 
where  the  natural  ftrength  of  the  ground  gave  him 
room  to  hope  he  fhould  be  able  to  protrad:  the  time 
to    fome  length.       On  the  night  of  the  25th,  and 
during  the   26th  and  27th,   they  accordingly  made 
feveral  attempts  to    land,    but  were  conftantly  re- 
pulfedby  our  piquet,  confifting  of  a  captain  and  80 
men  ;  and    another  party  of  70  men,   pofted  in  a 
fleche,  at  hand  to  fupport  the    piquet.       However, 
on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  under  cover  of  a  very 
heavy  cannonade,  they  effeded  their  purpofe,    and 
obliged  the  piquet  to  retire  to  the    fort,  before  the 
garrifon  had  any  intelligence  of  their  being  landed, 
owing  to  the  ferjeant  who  was  fent  by  the  Captain 
iofmg  his  way  in   the    woods.       This  obliged  the 
Colonel  to  withdraw  all  his  out-pofts,  and  confine 
his   attention  to  ftrengthening  his  works.     On  the 
30th  the  enemy  opened  a  battery  at  about  750  yards 
diftance,  and   a  few  days  after  another  about  50 
yards  nearer  ;  from  both  v/hich  they  cannonaded  us 
brilkly  ;    and  which  continued  with  great  fpirit  on 
both  fides  till  the  I2th  of  Auguft,    when  a  deferter 
came  in  and  informed  the  garrifon,  that  the  rebels 
intended  attacking  the  fliips,  and  ftorming  the  fort, 
at  the  fame  time  on  the  enfuing  day  ;  but  the  un- 
expected arrival  of  a  fleet  of  {ix  frigates  from  New 
York,    under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Collier, 
obliged  them  to  make  a  precipitate  flight,   and  to 
ake  ihelter  on  board  their  ftiipping. 
'  H  h  h  h  Sir 
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Sir  George  Collier  lofl:  no  time  in  immediately 
proceeding  up  Penobfcot  bay ;  and  the  next  morn- 
ing (14th  Auguft)  about  eleven  o'clock  the  rebel 
fleet  prefented  themfelves  to  our  view,  drawn 
up  in  a  crefcent  acrofs  the  river,  and  feemed  in- 
clined to  difpute  the  pafTage  ;  their  refolution  how- 
ever foon  failed  them,  and  an  unexpected  and 
ignominious  flight  took  place.  The  Blonde,  Vir- 
ginia, and  Galatea  were  at  this  time  advanced 
about  three  miles  a-hcad  ;  neverthelefs,  without 
waiting  to  form  the  fquadron,  he  made  the  fignal 
for  battle,  and  for  a  general  chace :  the  King's 
fliips  followed  them  with  all  the  eagernefs  which  a 
defire  of  defliroying  their  enemies  could  infpire^ 
Two  of  the  enemy's  fleet  (viz.  the  Hunter  and  De- 
fence) made  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  get  off  by 
the  weft  paiTage  of  Long  Ifland ;  but  failing  in  that, 
the  Hunter  ran  afliore  with  every  fail  ftanding,  and 
the  defence  hid  herfelf  in  a  fmall  inlet,  where  fhc 
anchored,  both  intending  to  put  out  to  fea  fo  foon 
as  it  was  dark.  Lieutenant  Mackey,  of  the  Raifon- 
able,  being  fent,  and  50  men,  to  board  the  Hunter, 
they  fucceeded  without  lofs,  though  many  popping 
fhots  were  fired  at  them  by  the  rebel  crew  from  the 
woods. 


Dcftroys 
all  the 
rebel 
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The  King's  fliips  continued  their  purfult  of  the 
rebel  fleet  up  the  river  Penobfcot,  and  confiderable 
hazard  attended  this  part  of  the  chace,  from  the 
extreme  narrownefs  of  the  river,  from  the  flioals, 
and  from  the  flaming  Ihips  on  each  fide ;  the  Hamp- 
den, of  20  guns,  finding  herfelf  fo  clofely  befet  as 
not  to  be  able  to  run  afliore,  furrendered.  All  the 
reft  of  the  rebel  fleet  (amongft  which  a  beautiful 
frigate,  called  the  Warren,  of  32  guns  18  and  12 
pounders)  together  with  24  fail  of  tranfports,  were 
all  blown  up  and  deftroyed.  The  lofs  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, which  attended  every  part  of  this  expedi- 
tion, in  value,  was  probably  greater  than  upon  any 
other  occanon  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

It 
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It  is  fit  we  fhould  now  tarn  our  attention  to  the     1775. 
important   tranfa^lions  in  the  province  of  Georgia    v-^^-v-s^ 
and  Carolina.      The  latter   end  of   April   General 
Prevoft,  having  received  information  that  the  rebel  General 
General  Lincoln,    (who  till  then  had  occupied  a         |^ 
pofition  on  the  north  fide  of  Savannah  river)  had  [rates  into 
marched  the  bed  part   of  his  troops   towards  Au-  Carol!  na, 
^ufta,  with  a  defign  to  penetrate  into  Georgia,    to  ^^^^     ^P 
proted;  a  meeting  of  the  rebel  Delegates ;  to  oblige  ^^^^ 
Lincoln    to  quit  his  projecl:,  and  to   procure  provi-  pharl^e 
lions    for    the    army,     he  was   induced  to    pene-  Town, 
trate    into   Carolina.       The    corps  of    obfervation 
of  the  rebel  army  being   about  2000  men,  chiefly 
militia,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Moultrie, 
furprifed  to  fee  the  Britifn  troops  emerging  from 
fwamps  deemed  impalTable,    were  (truck  with  fuch 
a  panic  as  to  make  but  a  weak  refiflance    at  the 
feveral  ftrong  paffes    through  which  they  had  to 
pafs  in  purfuit  of  them,  and  fled  with  the  greateft 
hurry  and    confternation    towards   Charles  Town. 
The  enemy  were  fo  well  perfuaded  that  the  Britifn 
forces  only  meant  to  forage  the  country,  that  it  was 
fome  days  after  the  progrefs  of  the  royal  army  into 
South  Carolina,  before  Gen.  Lincoln  could  be  per- 
fuaded to  retreat,    and  come  to  the  affiflance  of 
Charles  Town  ;   to  the  relief  of    which  he  imme- 
diately detached   a  body  of  infantry,  mounted  for 
the  purpofe  of  difpatch ;    and,  after  colle^ling  ?M 
the  militia  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  country,   pro- 
ceeded himfelf  towards  Dorchefler  ;    by  that   time 
the  Britifli    army  had    arrived   ofi'   Charles  Town, 
notwithflanding  the  number  of  rivers,    creeks  and 
fwamps,  together  with  the  natural  impediments  of 
the  country.     Lieut.  Col.  Prevoft  who  commanded 
the  advance,  ^liad    orders   to  fummon  the  town  to 
furrender ;  but  the  want  of  a  naval  force  to  co-ope- 
rate with  the  army,  and  of  battering  artillery,  toge- 
ther with  the  approach  of  General  Lincoln's  army, 
adluated  the    town  in  the  propofal  they  made  of  a 
.neutrality  for  their  province  j    and  the  rcfufal   of 
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1779.  the  generous  offer  made  to  them,  if  they  would 
^^^^^'^^^  furrender  the  numerous  artillery  mounted  on  their 
ramparts  ;  the  fliipping  and  gallies  covering  and 
flanking  their  lines  and  the  fmall  number  of  our 
forces  fit  for  duty,  being  under  2000,  made  the 
General  refolve  to  return  to  the  South  fide  of  Afh- 
field  River,  where  a  part  of  the  troops  had  been 
left  to  fecure  the  paflage  of  that  river,  and  the  re- 
treat of  the  army,  if  necelfary.  A  few  days  after* 
wards  the  army  took  poll  on  St.  John's  llland 
12  miles  from  Charles  Town,  where  they  received 
a  fupply  of  ammunition  and  provifions,  of  which 
they  were  in  great  want. 

General         The  feafon  of    the  year  was  much  againfl  any 
Prevoft      further  operations  of  the  troops  at  this  time  ;    the 
quits   St.  excelFive  heat  having  rendered  them  fickly  notwith- 
John's       {landing  the  plenty  of  refrefhments  they  procured  : 
retires  to   ^^^  army  was  chieily  conhned    m  removmg  irom 
Savannah  o^^^  iiland  to  another,  and  in  eflablifhing  different 
pofls  intended  to  be  occuj  ied  during  the  great  heat, 
'  and  the  fickly  feafon :    however,  on    the  20th  of 
June,  after    every  preparation  had  been   made  to 
abandon  the  poil  on  the  main  at  Stony  Ferry,  and 
to  quit  the  Ifland  of  St.  John's,  the  enemy's  whole 
force  attacked  that  pod  with  eight  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  5000  men ;    their  attack  was  at  firfl  fpirited, 
but  the  good  countenance  of  the  troops,  and  the 
fire  of  the  armed  flat  that  covered  the  left  flank  of 
our  poft,  jufl  as  the  troops  were  ferrying  over  to 
reinforce  it,  obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat ;  a  favour- 
able   opportunity  of   purfuing,   and   giving   them 
a  fevere  check,  was  loft  for  the  want  of  the  horfes, 
which  had  been  fent  away  two   or  three  days  be- 
fote  ;  and  before  the  troops  arrived  on  the  ground, 
they  had   got   too  great   a  diltance   to  expe£l   to 
come  up  with  them  on  foot.     Lieutenant-Colonel 
Maitland,  who  commanded  there,  had  withtiim  the 
firfl  battalion    of  the  71  fl,   then  much  reduced,  a 
weak  battalion  of   HefTians,    and  the  refugees  of 

North 
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North  and  South  Carolina,  amounting  in  the  whole  1779. 
to  about  800  men  ;  they  all  behaved  with  coolnefs  ^^-y'^^^-^ 
and  bravery.  The  enemy  loit  a  colonel  of  artillery, 
much  efteemed  amongft  them,  about  28  officers 
of  different  ranks,  and  between  3  and  400  killed 
and  wounded  The  troops  after  remaining  three 
days  longer  on  that  ground,  at  lait  abandoned  it,  ' 
and  arrived  at  Port  Royal  ifland,  where  a  corps 
was  left  fufficient  to  acl  at  all  times  upon  a  mod  re- 
fpedable  defenfive,  and  occafionally  to  harrafs  the 
quarters  of  the  enemy,  and  thofe  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince that  are  acceffible  to  our  gallies  and  boats 
from  the  bay  of  St.  Helena.  The  General  not 
thinking  it  eligible  to  extend  the  pod  of  the  army 
far  to  the  weftward,  returned  with  the  remainder 
of  the  army  to  Savannah,  ha  i  ig  no  intelligence 
of  the  formidable  enemy  who  was  Ihortly  to  appear 
before  that  place,  and  who  was  to  give  a  new  and 
flrange  turn  to  the  circumllances  of  the  war. 

For  in  the  beginning  of    September  the  French  D'Ef- 
fleet,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  D'Eflaing,  ^^^"S 
confifling  of  twenty  fail  of  the  line,  two  of  50  guns,  ^efoTe^ 
and  eleven  frigates,    arrived  on  the  coaft,  having  a  Savannah 
large    body  of  troops,  purpofely  for  the   reduftion 
of  Georgia.     D'EIlaing  having  previoufly  difpatch- 
ed  two  (hips    of  the  line,    and  three  frigates,    to 
Charles  Town,  to  announce  his  coming,  and  to  pre- 
pare the  rebel  force  by  fea  and  land  to  join  him  ; 
thefe  two  fiiips  of  the  line  and  frigates  Vv^ere  feen 
from  Tybee  the  3d  of  September,  and  eafily  known 
to  be  French.     The  fame  day  41  fail  were  difcover- 
ed  to  the  Southward  of  Tybee,  plying  to  windward. 
Major  General  Prevoft  on  their  appearance  went  to 
work  with  every  exertion  to   increafe  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  town  :    difpatches  were  fent  to  Colonel 
Maitland,    who  was  pofled  with  part  of  the  army 
on  Port  Royal  ifland,    and  to  Cap^ain  Chriftian,  of 
his  Majefly's  Ihip  Viligant,  to  repair  to  Savannah  as 
foon  as  poiTible  with  the  troops,  fiiips,  and  galhes 

there. 
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1779.    there.     On  the  9th  of  September  the  whole  French 
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fleet  anchored  off  the  bar,  and  next  day  four  French 
frigates  came  to  Tybee  anchorage.  It  was  deter- 
mined on  their  approach  to  run  up  the  river  with 
the  King's  fhips,  and  to  join  the  naval  force  with  the 
General's  for  the  defence  of  the  town.  At  this 
time  the  French  were  fending  troops  from  their 
fhips,  in  fmail  craft  from  Charles  Town,  which  were 
landed  in  launches  at  Bowley,  1 3  miles  from  Sa- 
vannah, under  cover  of  four  gallies  and  three 
frigates. 

From  the  loth  to  the  i6th  of   September  great 
quantities  of  cannon  and  ammunition  were  landed 
at  Savannah,    in  veflels  fent  by  the  General  for  that 
purpofe,    from    the  Fowey  and  Rofe  fliips  of  war. 
The    feamen    belonging  to   thefe  veflels  were  ap- 
pointed to  different  batteries,  and  the  marines  incor- 
porated with  the  60th  regiment.      Capt.  Moncrief, 
principal  engineer,  was  indefatigable  night  and  day, 
raifmg  new  w^orks    and    batteries,  and  in  paying 
every  attention  to  increafe  the  defence  of  the  town, 
which  afloniflied  the  enemy,    who  now  fummoned 
the  General  to   furrender  the  town  to  the  arms  of 
his  Mod  Chriftian  Majeily.     D'Efliaing,  who  fent 
the  fummons,    at  the    fame  time   acquainting  the 
Commander,  that  his  troops  were  the  fame  who  had 
fo  recently  Itormed   and  conquered  the  Grenades  ; 
that  their  courage  and  prefent  ardour  was  fo  great, 
that  any  works  which  was  raifed,  or  any  oppofition 
that  could  be  made,  would  be  of  no  import.     Not 
intimidated  v*^ith  this  language,  the  gallant  General 
(for  forms  fake,    and  in  expedation  of  a  large  rein- 
forcement from  Beaufort,   which  happily  arrived  at 
a  critical  moment)  called  a  meeting  of  field  and  fea 
oflicers,  when  it  was  reloivedto   take  24  hours  to 
confider  of  it.     At  the  expiration   of  that  time  the 
Count  D'Eftaing  had  his  final  anfwer,  that  the  troops 
were  unanimoufly  determined  to  defend  the  town 
to  the  hxii  man. 

It 
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It  being  apprehended  the  enemy's  Ihips  might  1779. 
come  too  near  the  town  and  annoy  the  rear  of  our  v-"^*'^^ 
lines,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  fmk  a  number  of 
veflels  to  flop  the  paflage  :  his  Majefty's  fhip  Rofe 
making  at  this  time  feventeen  inches  water  an  hour, 
and  her  men,  guns,  and  ammunition  being  on 
fhore,  fhe  was  thought  the  mofl  eligible,  as  her 
weight  would  keep  her  acrofs  the  channel,  when 
lighter  veiTels  could  not,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of 
the  current  and  hard  fandy  bottom,  which  prevented 
the  flicking  fafl  where  they  were  funk.  The  Sava- 
nah  armed  fhip,  purchafed  into  the  King's  fervice 
by  order  of  Commodore  Sir  James  Wallace,  fome 
time  before,  was  fcuttled  and  funk  alfo  ;  four  tran- 
fports  were  funk  befides,  which  blocked  up  the 
channel;  feveral  fmallcr  velTels  were  alfo  funk  above 
the  town,  and  a  boom  laid  acrofs,  to  prevent  the 
enemy  fending  down  fire-rafts  among  the  fhipping, 
or  landing  troops  in  cur  rear. 

The  French  having  now  made  regular  approaches,  D'Ef- 
and  finiflied  their  batteries  of  mortars  and  cannon  ^^»"g 
near  enough  to  the  works,  on  the  third  of  Odober,  at  ^^J^^J  a 
midnight,  opened  their  bomb-battery  of  nine  large 
mortars  :  at  day  break  they  alfo  opened  with  thirty 
feven  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  landed  from  the  fleet, 
and  fired  on  the  lines  and  batteries  with  great  fury. 
This  laded  day  and  night  until  the  morning  of  the 
9th5  when  finding  little  notice  taken  of  their  fhot  and 
ihells,  at  day  break  ftormed,  with  their  whole  force, 
the  Count  D'Eflaing  at  their  head.      This  attempt 
proved  moll  fatal  to  them,  for  thty  met  with  ih  fcvere 
a  repulfe  from  only  three  hundred  men,   aflifled  by 
the  grape  fliot  from  the  batterivfs,  that  from  this  day 
they  wrought  with  indefatigable  labour  to  carry  olF 
their  cannon  and  mortars.  And  on  the  night  of  the 
17th  entirely  quitted  their  works  retreated  to  their 
boats,  and  embarked  under  cover  of  their  gallies. 
Gen.  Lincoln,  with  the  rebel  army,  retreated  up  the 
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1779.    country  with   great    precipitation,  burning  every 
^^^^r>J   bridge  behind  him  j    and   his   army  is  totally  dif* 
perfed. 

The  land  forces  on  board  D'Eftaing's  fleet  amount- 
ed to  about  5500  men.  The  rebel  force  confided 
of  about  3000  men,  befides  fome  hundreds  of  free 
blacks  and  mulattoes  taken  on  board  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  The  lofs  of  the  Britifh  forces  was  only  one 
Captain  and  15  rank  and  file  killed,  and  a  Captain, 
3  fubaltrens,  and  35  wounded  ;  that  of  the  enemy 
exceeded  1200  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  lat- 
ter were  Count  D*Eftaing,  M.  de  Fontagne,  Major 
General  Count  Polalki,  fmce  dead,  and  feveral 
others  of  diftindion.  The  only  officer  killed  of  the 
Britifh  was  the  gallant  Captain  Taws,  of  the  dra- 
goons, who  nobly  fell  with  his  fword  in  the  body  of 
the  third  he  had  killed  with  his  own  hand. 

Thus  was  an  end,  for  the  prefcnt,  happily  put  to 
the  ambitious  defigns  of  our  enemies  by  a  force  fo 
inferior,  that  mere  prefervation  was  the  fummit  of 
its  hope ;  when  the  whole  circumllances  are  con- 
fidered,  there  never  was  a  defence  of  fo  much  dif- 
ficulty conduced  with  more  (leady  perfeverance,  or 
accomplifhcd  with  more  vigour  and  ability  ;  yet  all 
thefe  difficulties  were  furmounted  by  the  genius  of 
the  Commander  in  chief,  the  gallantry  of  the  officers, 
and  the  bravery  of  the  Britifh  troops.  It  is  hoped, 
this  defeat  will  convince  our  enemies  of  the  folly  of 
interpofing  in  a  quarrel  between  fubje^ts  and  their 
Sovereign  ;  and  it  is  now  in  the  bofom  of  fate, 
whether  Frannce  or  Great  Britain  fliall  give  law  to 
America. 
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Contpjnlng  a  CoUeellon  of  interefting  and  authentic 
PAPERS,  relative  to  the  Contest  between 
GREAT  BRITAIN  and  HER  COLONIES, 
necelTary  to  elucidate  the  Hiftory, 

THE  difpute  between  Great- Britain  and  Amenca  commenced  in 
the  year  i  764,  with  an  attempt  to  prevent  fmuggling  in  America, 
There  are  lome  perfons  who  apprehend  the  feeds  of  it  were  fown  much 
earlier.  They  may  t»e  right.-^But  it  is  not  the  defign  of  this  com- 
pilation to  explain  motives,  or  explore  latent  caufes.  The  object  here  is, 
to  prefcnt  an  impartial  collection  of  authentic  Documents ;  with  fuch 
additions  only,  as  are  abfolutely  neceffary  to  conne<5l  the  narrative. 

In  1764,  the  Britifh  miififtiy  having  come  to  a  refolution,  to  prevent, 
as  much  as  poflible,  the  practice  of  fmuggling,  not  only  the  commanders 
of  the  armed  cutters  Rationed  on  the  Britifti  coafts,  but  of  the  (hips  fent 
to  America,  were  ordered  to  aft  in  the  capacity  of  revenue  officers,  to 
take  the  ufual  Cuftom-houfe  oaths,  and  obferve  the  Cuftom-houfe  regu- 
lations ;  by  which  that  enterprifmg  fpirit  of  theirs,  which  had  been 
lately,  vrith  great  fuccefs,  exerted  againft  the  common  enemy,  was  now 
direfted  and  encouraged  againll  the  fubject.  Trade  was  injured  by  this 
meafure.  The  gentlemen  of  the  navy  were  not  acquainted  with  Cullom- 
houfe  laws,  and  therefore  many  illegal  feizures  were  made.  The  fubjeft 
in  America  could  <ret  no  redrefs  but  from  England,  which  was  tedious 
and  difficult  to  obtain. 

A  trade  had  for  many  years  been  carried  on  between  the  Britifh  and 
Spanifh  colonies,  confifling  of  the  manufafturerf  of  Great- Britain,  im- 
ported by  the  Britifh  colonies  as  for  their  own  confumption,  and  bought 
with  their  own  produce  ;  for  which  they  were  paid  by  the  Spaniards  in 
oold  and  filver,  fometimes  in  bullion  and  fometimes  in  com,  and  with 
cochineal,  &c.  occafionally.  This  trade  was  not  literally  and  flriftly 
accordinp-  to  lavv-,  yet  the  advantage  of  it  being  obvious  on  the  fide  of 
Great-Britain  and  her  colonies,  it  had  been  connived  at.  But  the  armed 
faios,  under  the  new  rcp-ulations,  feized  the  vefTels ;  and  this  beneficial 
tragic  was  fuddenly  alrnofl  deflroyed..  Another  trade  had  been  carried 
en  betv/een  the  North  American  colonies  and  the  French  Weft  India 
iilands,  to  the  great  advantage  of  both,  as  well  as  to  the  m.other  country. 
Thefe  matters  had  been  winked  at  many  years,  in  confideration  of  the 
quantity  of  manufaftures  our  North  American  colonies  were  thereby 
enabled  to  t:ike  from  us.  This  advantageous  commerce  not  only  pre- 
vented  the  Britifli  colonies  being  drained  of  their  current  fpecie  by  the 
calk  of  the  mother  country,   but  added  to   their  common   circulavion  of 
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cafh ;  which  encreafed  in  proportion  with  the  trade.  But  this  trade 
being  alfo  cut  off,  by  the  cruizers,  <ill  America  became  imeafy. 

On  the  loth  of  March,  1 764,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  agreed  to  a  num- 
ber of  refolutions  refptfting  the  American  trade ;  upon  feveral  of  which, 
a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  paffed  into  a  law,  laying  heavy  duties  on  the 
articles  imported  into  the  colonies  from  the  French  and  other  iflands  i^ 
the  Wefl  Indies ;  and  ordering  thefe  duties  to  be  paid,  in  fpecie,  intb 
the  Exchequer  of  Great- Britain.  As  to  the  Spanidi  trade,  the  Com*t  of 
Madrid  had  always  been  againft  it ;  and  in  complaifance  to  that  Court,  as 
well  as  in  compliance  with  the  old  law,  and  treaties  with  Spain,  it  con- 
tinued to  be  prevented,  as  much  as  poffiblc. 

The  Americans  complained  much  of  this  new  law ;  and  of  the  unex- 
ampled hardfhip,  of  iirft  being  deprived  of  obtaining  fpecie,  and  next 
being  ordered  to  pay  the  new  duties,  in  fpecie,  into  the  Treafury  at  Lon- 
don ;  which  they  faid  muil  fpeedily  drain  them  of  all  the  fpecie  they  had. 
But  what  fcemed  moil  particularly  hard  upon  them,  was,  a  bill  brought 
in  the  laft  felllon,  and  paffed  into  a  law,  *^  To  ;:eftrain  the  currency  of 
paper  money  in  the  colonies. 

At  the  end  of  the  fefiion,  the  King  thanked  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
for  the  "  wife  regulations  which  had  been  eflablifhed  to  augment  the  pub- 
lic revenues,  to  unite  the  interefts  of  the  moll  diil^nt  poffeflions  of  his 
crown,  arid  to  encourage  and  fecure  their  commerce  with  Great- Britain. 

At  the  fanae  time  (March  id,  1764)  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refolved, 
that  it  was  proper  to  charge  certain  ilc^mp  duties  in  the  colonies  and  plan- 
tations. 

This  refolution  was  not  this  year  followed  by  any  bill,  being  only 
to  be  held  out  as  an  intention,  for  next  year.  It  was  propofed,  ^nd 
agreed  to,  in  a  thin  Houfe,  and  late  at  night,  and  juil  at  the  rifing  with- 
out any  debate. 

The  affemblicB  of  Maffachufett'srBay  and  New- York,  were  alarmed  at 
this  refolution.  They  came  to  fome  refolutions  upon  it  ;  vn'hich,  with  a 
petition  from  each,  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  againft  it,  were  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  England.  They  were  laid  before  the 
Privy  Council  gn  the  ilth  of  December,  1764.  Tlie  Pnvy  Council" ad- 
vifed  the  King  to  lay  them  before  Parliament.  They  wercj  never  laid 
before  Purliament—- they  were  fuppreffed. 

In  the  fpring  of  1765,  the  Anierican  agents  in  London)  ^vere  informed 
by  adminiftration.  That  if  the  colonies  would  propofe  any  other  mode  of 
raifing  the  fum  inten4ed  to  be  rajfcd  by  (lamp  duties,  their  propofals 
would  be  accepted,  and  the  ftamp  duty  laid  afide.  The  agents  faid  they 
were  not  authorized  to  give  any  anfwer,  but  that  they  were  ordered  to  op- 
pofe  the  bill  when  it  fhould  be  brought  into  the  Houfe,  by  petitions 
qiieftioTiing  the  right  claimed  by  parliament  of  taxing  the  colonies. 

The  bill  laying  a  ftamp  duty  in  America,  paffed  in  March,   1765'. 
The  following  was  printed  at  the  tinie  as  part  of  the  Debates  on  the  bill  : 

Mr.  Grenville,  after  fpeaking  long  in  favour  of  the  bill,  concluded 
with  faying,  **  Thefe  children  of  our  own  planting  (fpeaking  of  the 
A»^^ericatis)  nouriflied  by  our  indulgence,  until  they  are  grown  to  a  good 
(Jegree  ot  ftrength  and    opulence,    a1l|J  protected  by  our  arms,    will  they 
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grudge  to  contribute  their  mite  to  relieve  us  from  the  heavy  load  of  na* 
tional  expence,  which  we  He  under  ?" 

Co/o;ie/  Barre  TQpVitd,  *'  Childreji  planted  hy  your  cars  I  No!  your  op* 
prcfiion  planted  them  in  America  ;  they  fled  from  your  tyranny,  into  \ 
then  uncultivated  land,  where  they  were  expofed  to  almoll  all  the  hard  • 
Ihips  to  which  human  nature  is  liable,  and  among  others,  to  the  favagc 
cruelty  of  the  enemy  of  the  country,  a  people  of  the  moll  fubtle,  and  I 
take  upon  me  to  fay,  the  moft  truly  terrible,  of  any  people  that  ever  in- 
habited any  part  of  God's  earth;  and  yet,  aftuated  by  principles  of 
true  Englifh  liberty,  they  met  all  thefe  hardihips  with  pleafure,  compared 
wuth  thofe  they  fuffered  in  their  own  country,  from  the  h.mds  of  thofc  that 
fliouldhave  been  their  friends. 

"  They  jwuriJJ?ed  up  hy  your  i?ididgence  !  They  grew  by  your  neglect  of 
them  :  as  foon  as  you  began  to  care  about  them,  that  cnre  was  exercifed 
in  fending  perfons  to  rule  over  them,  in  one  department  and  another,  who> 
were,  perhaps,  the  deputies  of  fome  deputy,  fent  to  fpy  out  their  liberty, 
to  mifreprefent  their  actions,  and  to  prey  upon  them  ;  men,  whole  beha- 
viour, on  many  occafions,  has  caufed  the  blood  of  thofe  fons  ot  liberty  to 
recoil  within  them  ;  men  promoted  to  the  higheft  feats  of  jullice,  fome, 
to  my  knowledge,  were  glad,  by  going  to  foreign  countries,  to  efcapc 
teing  brought  to  a  bar  of  juftice  in  their  own. 

"  They  prQtefted  by  your  arms  !  They  have  nobly  taken  up  arms  in  your 
defence,  have  exerted  their  valour  amidft  their  conllant  and  laborious  In- 
duftry,  for  the  defence  of  a  country,  whofe  frontiers,  while  drenched  iii 
blood,  its  Interior  parts  have  yielded  all  its  httle  favings  to  your  enlarge- 
ment ;  and  believe  7s:e,  remember  I  this  day  told  you  fo,  That  the  fame  fpirit 
which  actuated  that  people,  at  firft,  will  continue  with  them  ftill  ;  but 
prudence  forbids  me  to  explain  myfelf  any  further.  God  knows,  I  do  not 
at  this  time  fpeak  from  motives  of  party  heat.  However  fupcrior  to 
me,  in  general  kno\/leQge  and  experience,  any  one  here  may  be,  yet  I 
claim  to  know  more  of  America,  having  feen  and  been  m.ore  converfant 
'in  that  country.  The  people  there  are  as  truly  loyal,  I  believe,  as  any 
fubjefts  the  King  has  ;  but  a  people  jealous  of  their  liberties,  and  who 
will  vindicate  them  if  they  fhouid  be  violated  ; — but  the  fubjedt  is  de- 
licate.   I  will  fay  no  mere." 

At  the  end  oV  the  fefilon,  the  King  faid  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
*'  I  have  feen,  wnth  the  moil  perfect  approbation,  that  you  bave  employed 
this  feafon  of  tranquility  In  promoting  thofe  objeds  which  I  have  recom- 
mended to  your  attention,  and  in  framing  fuch  regulations  as  may  beft 
inforce  the  jufl  authority  of  the  leglflature,  and,  at\he  fame  time,  fecure 
and  extend  the  commerce,  and  unite  the  Interefts  of  every  part  cf  my 
"dominions." 

The  objections  of  the  people  of  America  to  the  ftamp  a£t,  were  cf 
three  kinds. 


by  jury,  which  was  allowed  in  England. 

Secondly,   Becaufe  the  ilamp  duty  would  entirely  driiiu  tli'j  colonies  cf 

their  fpecie. 

'     "^  Jhlvdly,,' 
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Thirdly,  Not  being  reprcfented   in  trie  Parliament    or    Great  Britaiif, 
lliat  Parliament,    they  aiTinued,   had  no  right  to  tax  them.     Themfelves 
only  were  the  proper,   and  bdt  judges  of  "their  ability;   they  claimed  a 
right  to  the  exercJCeof  thisjudgeme^it,  and  to  the  fole'and  excluUve  right~ 
of  impofiug  taxes  upon  themfelves. 

As  foon   as   they  were  informed  the   ftamp  act  had  pafTed,    the  whole 
continent  of  America  was  thrown  into  a  fiame. 

The  province  of  Virginia  took  the  lead.      On  the  29th  of  May,  1765, 
the  Koufe  of  Bnrgeffesof  Virginia^  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas    the   HonQurable  Houfe    of  Commons  in  EnHand,   have    of 


pefent  General  Afferably  have  come  to  the  fcveral  following  refolutioriS  : 

Refokedy  That  the  firfl  adventurers  and  fettlers  of  this  his  Majeiiy'* 
colony  and  dominion  of  Virginia,  brought  with  them,  and  tranfmitted 
to  their  pofterity,  and  all  other  his  Majefiy's  fubje6h  fjnce  inhabiting  in 
this  his  Majefty's  colony,  all  the  privileges  and  imxiiunities  that  have  at 
any  time  been  held,  enjoyed,  and  polielied  by  tlic  people  of  Great 
Britain. 

RcjrJz'-dj  That  by  the  two  royal  charters  granted  by  King  James  the 
Firft,  the  coloniiU.aforcraid  are  declared  entitled  to  all  privileges  of  faith- 
ful liege  and  naturn!  born  fubjeda,  to  all  intents  and  purpoies,  as  if  the)C 
had  been  abiding  and  born  within  the  realm  of  England. 

Refched,  That  hi^  Majeily's  liege  people  of  this  his  mofl  ancient  colo- 
cy,' have  enjoyed  the  right  of  being  thus  governed  by  their  own  Affem- 
bly,  in  the  article  of  taxes  and  internal  poHce,  and  that  the  fame  havq, 
jiever  been  forfeited,  or  any  other  way  yielded  up,  but  have  been  ccnftantly 
recognized  by  the  Kiiig  and  people  of  Great  Britain. 

Rafolvedy  Thereiore,  that  the  General  Afiembly  of  this  colony,  together 
with  his  Majetty  or  his  fubilitute,  have,  in  their  repreientative  capacity^ 
the.  only  exclufive  right  and  power  to  lay  taxes  and  impofitions  upon  the 
^habitants  of  this  colony  ;  and  that  every  attempt  to  inrefl  fuch  a 
power  in  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  other  than  the  General  Affem- 
bly  aforciaid,  is  illegal,  unconftitutienal,  andunjull,  and  has  a  manifeft 
tendency  to  deuroy  BritiHij  as  well  as  American  freedom. 


The  turn  cxpecred  to  be  raifedby  the  Harap-duty,   was,  £.icc,ooopffr 

On  the  9tli  of  };;>)'  1765,  th?  bo?rc!  of  treafury  (in  London)   entered 

upon  their  books  the    foliowinp-   minute  :   "  That,  in  order  to  obviate  the 

-  •  -1...*- 

jucouveniences  ot  brmging   into  this  kingdom  the  money  to  be  raifed  by 

the   ftamp-dutles,   all  the  produce  of  the   American    duties,  arifing  01;  to 

m-iie  by  virtue  of  any  Urifciih  at^  of  parliament,  ftiould  from  time  to  time 

\ji  paid  to  tliG  dfp',ity  pay-niuilcr  in  America,  to  defray  the  fubhlience  of 

th-t  troops,  and   any  military  expences  incurred  in  the  colonies." 

Li  Jime  1765,   the  king  thought  proper  to  difmifs  his  miniilers.     The 

Marquis   of  I'vockiwglraai  v/as   appointed  iirfl  lord  of   the  Tr^erfury,   and 

othcis^  hisioi-dlliip's  fricnds;,  fucceeded  to  the  vacant  places. 

Th-e 
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TlveJ  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of  burgefTes  of  Virginia  being  laid  before 
the  nev/ board  of  trade,  they,  on  the  27th  of  AugulJ:,  represented  to  the 
ki-ng  in  council,  "  That  the  refolutions,  as  they  contain  an  abfolute  difa- 
vowal  of  the  right  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  impofe  taxes 
upon  her  colonies,  and  a  daring  attack  upon  the  conltitution  of  this 
country,  appear  to  us  to  require  an  immediate  and  ferions  attention  ;  and 
whatever  further  meafures  your  Majeity  may,  with  the  arlvice  of  your 
council,  judge  proper  to  be  taken  either  for  exprelTing  your  royal  difap- 
probation  of  thefe  proceedings,  or  for  preventing  the  fatal  confequences 
which  they  naturally  tend  to  produce,  v.--  think  it  our  dr.ty  to  fubmit  to 
your  Majelly's  confideration,  whether,  in  the  mean  time,  it  may  not  be  ex- 
pedient to  difpatch  imirvediate  inilruftions  to  your  Majeily's  fervants  in 
your  M^ijefty's  colony  of  Virginia,  who  maybe  concerned  in  enforcing  the 
execution  of  the  law  for  levying  the  duty  upon  ftamps,  that  they  do  each 
in  their  feveral  departmerrt,  in  fupport  of  the  authority  of  parliament^ 
vigoroufiy  exert  themfelves,  and  with  becoming  refokition  upon  every  oc- 
callon,  exacl  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  land." 

Parliament,  however,  did  not  meet  for  buhnefs  till  January  1776,  vv'hea 
the  follovring  papers  were  laid  before  both  houfes. 

Copy  of  a  letter  fro'tii  Mr.  Secretary  Co?ii':ay^   to  Lieut.  Got'erjior  Fauquier, 
SIR,  Sept.  14;  1765.      , 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure  I  received  liis  Tuajefty's  commands  t» 
declare  to  you  his  moft  gracious  approbation  of  your  ccnducl.  Kir>  J'.Ia- ' 
]ell:y  and  his  fervants  are  latisfied,  that  the  precipitate  refolutions  you  fent 
home  did  not  take  their  rife  from  any  remiffnefs  or  intention  in  you  ;  co^. 
is  his  Majellyat  all  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  any  inftance  of  diffidence  or' 
dilTatisfatlion  could  be  founded  in  the  general  inclination  of  his  antient 
and  loyal  colony  of  Virginia  ;  the  nature  of  the  thing  and  your  reprcfer^- 
lations  induce  a  perfup.tion,  that  thofe  ill-advifed  refolutions  ov;^d  their 
birth  to  the  violence  of  feme  individuals,  who  taking  the  advantage  of  a 
thin  affembly,  fo  far  prevailed,  as  to  publifh  their  o\rn  unformed  opinions 
to  the  world  as  the  fentiments  of  the  colony.  But  his  Majefty,  Sir,  will 
not,  by  the  prevalence  of  a  few  men,  at  a  certain  aloment,  be  perliiaded 
to  change  the  opinion,  or  lefTen  the  confidence,  he  has  ahvavs  entertained . 
of  the  colony  of  Virginia  ;  which  has  always  experienced  the  prote<3:ion'' 
of  the  crown.  His  Majeity's  fervant^;,  therefore,  withcntire  reliance  on  your 
prudence,  and  on  the  virtue  and  wifdom  of  the  colony  entnuled  to  your 
cane,  perfuade  themfelves,  tliat  when  a  full  afiembly  fhall  calmly  and  ma- 
turely deliberate  upon  thofe  refL>iution3,  they  will  fee,  snd  be  themfelves 
alarmed  at,  the  dangerous  tendency  and  mifchievotis  confequences  which 
they  might  be  productive  of,  both  to  the  mother  coimtry  and  the  colonies, 
which  are  the  equal  objects  of  his  Majeily's  paternal  csire  ;  and  whofe 
mutual  happinefs  and  profperity  certainly  require  , a  ^cCnftdential  reiiance^ 
cf  the  colonies  upon  the  m.othcr  cout^n.y.  *•'..  ,'.     . .. 

Upon  thefe  principles,  Sir,  and  upon  ycur  prudent  iilanageiiTferrit;'  and  i' ' 
proper   repreientation    to  the  wife    and  fcber    part   of  tll'e    people  hav.- 
earneil  his  Majefty  is   to  extend  the  happy  influence   of  his  fatherly  care 
over  every  part  of  his  dominions,  it  is  expe;?.ed.th^t  a  full  aflembly  '.vill^ 
form   very  diiTerent  refolutions,  fucri  as  TUaj  cen'.ent -thgt  u-aion,    which 
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alone  can  ellablifh  the  fafety  and  profpcrity  of  the  eolonies  and  tlid 
mother  country. 

As  there  is  no  intention  in  the  crown  to  attempt,  nor  in  the  King*s  fer- 
tants  to  advife,  any  incroachmenta  on  the  real  rights  and  liberties  of  any 
part  of  his  Majeiiy's  fubjecls  ;  fo  neither  will  his  Majefly  undoubtedly 
fuhmit,  or  hia  fervants  advife,  under  any  circuinftances,  that  the  refpedt 
which  is  due  to  pariiatnent,  and  which  is  neceflary  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  Britifh  empire  fiiould  any  Avhere  be  made  a  facrifice  to  local  and  dan- 
gerous prejudicies. 

As  this  important  matter  is,  however,  now  before  nis  Maj city's  privy 
council,  as  well  as  the  other  confideration  of  the  dangerous  riot  and  mu- 
tinous behaviour  of  the  people  on  the  frontiers,  I  (hall  not  pretend  to 
give  any  advice  oi*  inilrudions  upon  thefc  lubjecls  5  not  doubting,  but 
you  will  foon  have  the  fulleft  from  the  wifdom  of  that  board,  in  all  thofe 
things,  in  which,  by  your  lail  accounts,  the  moll  effential  interefts  of  the 
colony  are  fo  deeply  concerned* 

You  wdl  therefore,  in  the  riiean  time,  Idc  very  attentive,  by  every  pru- 
dent meaftire  in  yourpovver^  at  once  to  maintain  the  juft  tights  of  the 
Britifh  governftient,  and  to  preferve  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  pro- 
vinces committed  to  your  care. 

But  as  thefe  appear  to  me  matters  of  government  fit  for  his  Majefty's 
nrore  immediate  notice  and  information,  I  mini  beg  you  will  not  fail  to 
tranfmit  to  nle  fuch  occurren'ces,  from  time  to  time,  on  thefc  heads,  as  you 
may  deem  of  importance  in  the  light  I  mention.     I  am,  &c. 

H.    S.    GONWAY, 

Extras  cf  a  tetter,  from  Mr,  Secretary  CO'/invayj  to' Major  General  Gage. 
SIR,  OSloher  24,    1765. 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  concern,  that  his  Majefty  learns  the  difturbanCes 
which  have  arifen  in  fome  of  the  North  American  colonies  :  thefe  events 
will  probably  create  application  to  ydu,  in  which  the  utmoll  exertion  of 
your  prudence  mar  be  neceflary  ^  fo  as  judly  to  temper  your  conduct  be- 
tween that  caution  and  coolnefs,  which  the  delicacy  of  fuch  a  fituation 
may  demand  on  one  hand,  and  the  vigour  necelfary  to  fupprefs  outrage 
and  violence  oii  the  other.  It  is  impofiible  at  this  diftance,  to  aflift  you 
by  any  particular  or  poiitive  inftruftion,  becaufe  ycu  will  find  yourfelf 
^eccfTarily  obliged  to  take  yoiir  I'efolution  as  particular  cireumftances  and 
emergencies  may  require. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expelled,  that  this  want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  and 
tjznderncfi  of  the  mother  country,  and  this  open  refinance  to  its  authority^ 
c^n  only  have  found  place  among  the  lower  and  more  ignorant  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  better  and  wifer  part  of  the  colonies  will  know,  that  decency 
and  fubmiflion  may  prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs  grievances,  but  to  obtain 
grace  and  fayouf,  while  the  outrage  of  a  public  violence  can  expeft  no- 
thing but  fevcrity  and  chaftifement.  You,  and  all  his  Majeily's  fervants, 
frgma  fenfe  of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your  country,  will  endeavour  to 
excite  and  cficourage  thefe  fentiments. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfudlive  methods,  you  can  contribute  to  reftore 
that  peace  and  tranquility  to  the  provinces,  on  which  their  welfare  and 
happiuois  depead,  you  will  do  a  nroll  acceptable  jtnd  eifferttial  fervice  to 
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your  country  :  but  having  taken  every  ftep  which  the  utmoiT:  prudence  and 
1  enity  can  diftate,  in  compaffion  to  the  folly  and  ignorance  of  fome  mif- 
guided  people,  you  will  not,  on  the  other  hand,  where  your  afiiftance  may 
be  wanted  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  government,  fail  to  concur  in  every 
proper  meafure  for  its  fnpport,  by  fuch  a  timely  exertion  of  force,  as  may 
be  neceffiiry  to  repel  acls  of  outrage  and  violence,  and  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order  in  the  provinces. 

Ccpy  of  a  letter  from  Mr,   Secretary  Con'ivay,  to  Governor  Bernard. 
SIR,  October  2s,  1765. 

YOUR,  letters  of  the  15th,  i6th,  22d,  and  3iiiof  Ailguft,  have 
been  received  ;  the  thr(5e  former  not  till  yeilerday. 

It  is  with  the  greated  concern  his  Majeily  learns  the  difturbances  which 
have  lately  arlfen  in  your  province,  the  general  confufion  that  feems  to 
reign  there,  and  the  total  languor  and  want  of  energy,  in  your  government, 
to  exert  itfelf  with  any  dignity  or  elScacy,  for  the  fuppreffion  of  tumults, 
which  feem  to  ftrike  at  the  very  being  of  all  authority  and  fubordination 
among  you.  His  MajePcy  cannot  but,  with  the  greatell  furprlze  hear  of, 
the  refufal  of  your  councd  to  call  for  the  aid  of  any  regular  force  to  the 
fupport  of  the  civil  maglllracy,  at  a  time  when,  it  feems,  you  had  reafon 
to  think,  there  was  no  other  pov/er  capable  of  providing  for  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  province. 

Nothing. can,  certainly,  exceed  the  ill-advifed  and  intemperate  conduft 
held  by  a  party  In  your  province,  which  can  In  no  way  contribute  to  the  re- 
moval of  any  real  grievance  they  might  labour  under,  but  may  tend  to 
obilracl  and  impede  the  exertion  of  his  Majefcy's  benevolent  attention  to 
the  eafe  and  comfort,  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  all  his  people. 

It  Is  hoped,  and  expefted,  that  this  want  of  confidence  in  the  jufcice  and 
tendernefs  of  the  mother  country,  and  this  open  refillance  to  its  authority, 
can  only  have  found  place  among  the  lower  and  more  ignorant  of  the 
people  ;  the  better  and  more  wife  part  of  the  colonies  will  know,  that 
decency  and  fubmiffion  may  prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs  grievances,  but  to 
obtain  grace  and  favour,  while  the  outrage  of  a  public  violence  can  expert 
nothing  but  feverlty  and  chaftifemcnt.  Thefe  fentiments,  you,  and  all 
his  Majeily's  fervants,  from  a  fenfe  of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your 
country,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and  encourage  :  you  will  all,  in  a  parti- 
cular manner,  call  upon  them  not  to  render  their  cafe  defperate  ;  you' 
will,  in  the  (Iron p-ell  colours,  reprefent  to  them  the  dreadful  confequences 
that  mud  inevitably  attend  the  forcible  and  violent  refiftance  to  afts  of 
the  Britlfh  parliament,  and  the  fcene  of  mifery  and  dIilra6lion  to  both 
countries  Infeparable  from  fuch  a  conduct. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods,  you  can  contribute  to  reftore  that 
peace  and  tranquility  to  the  province,  on  which  their  welfare  and  hap- 
pinefs  depend,  you  will  do  a  moft  acceptable  and  effential  fervice  to  your 
country  ;  but  having  taken  every  ftep  which  the  utmoft  prudence  and 
lenity  can  diclate.  In  compaiTion  to  the  folly  and  ignorance  of  fome  mif- 
gulded  people,  you  will  not,  on  the  other  hand,  fail  to  ufe  your  utmoll 
tjower  for  reDellinp-  all  afts  of  outrage  and  violence,  and  to  provide  for 
the  maintenance  cf  peace  and  good  order  in  the  province,  by  luch  a  timely 
exertion  of  force,  as  the  occaiion  may  require  j  for  which  purpofe,  you 
will   make  the    proper  apphcatlons  to  General  G^ge,   or  Lgrd  Colvil, 
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commanders  gf  his  Majefty's  land  and  naval  forces  in  America  :  for  how- 
ever unwilling  his  Majefty  may  confeut  to  the  exertion  of  fuch  powers  as 
may  endanger  the  fafety  of  a  fmde  fubjeft,  yet  can  he  not  permit  his 
own  dignity,  and  the  authority  of  the  Britifh  legiflature,  to  be  trampled 
on  by  force  and  violence,  and  in  avowed  contempt  of  all  order,  duty  and 
decorum. 

^  If  the  fubjeft  Is  aggrieved,  he  knows  In  what  manner  legally  and  con- 
ftitutionally  to  apply  for  relief  :  but  it  is  not  fultable,  either  to  the  fafety 
or  dignity  of  the  BrItifh  empire,  that  any  individuals,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  redjreffing  grievances,  ihould  prefume  to  violate  the  public  peace. 

I  am,   (Sec.  H.   S.  Conway. 

P.  S.  The  floop  which  carries  this  will  carry  orders  to  Lord  Colvil, 
and  to  the  Gover,nor  of  Novc\  Scotia,  to  fend  to  your  afiiftance  any  force 
which  m.ay  be  thought  necefiary  from  thence,  and  which  that  province 
can  lupply. 


The  King  having,  In  his  fpeech,  recommended  to  the  confidcratlon 
of  parliament  the  affairs  of  America,  a  debate  naturally  followed  on 
the  addreffi. 

The  new  minifters  fpoke  tenderly  of  the  difturbanc£s  and  confufions 
in  America.  The  late  minifters  (at  this  time  in  oppofition)  were  quite 
the  reverfe. 

^  Earl  Nugent  (then  Mr.  Nugent)  infilled,  *  That  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  the  kingdom,  obliged  us  to  compel  the  execution  of  the  ilamp- 
aft,  except  the  right  wa.  acknowledged,  and  the  repeal  folicited  as  a 
favour.  He  computed  the  expence  of  the  troops  now  employed  in  Ame- 
rica for  their  defence,  as  he  called  it,  to  amount  to  nine-pence  In  the 
pound  of  our  land  tax  ;  while  the  produce  of  the  {lamp -ad  would  not 
raife  a  (hilling  a  head  on  the  inhabitants  of  America  ;  but  that  a  pepper- 
corn, in  acknowledgment  of  the  right,  was  of  more  value,  than  millions 
without.  He  expatiated  on  the  extreme  ingratitude  of  the  colonies  ;  and 
concluded,  with  charging  the  miniilry  w'lth  encouraging  petition^  t» 
parliament,  and  Inftrudions  to  members  from  trading  and  manufaduring 
towns,  agalnll  the  a6t. 

Mr.  Pitt  (aow  Lord  Chatham)  fpoke  next.  And  he  always  begins 
very  low,  and  as  every  body  was  in  agitation  at  his  lirll  rifing,  his  Intro- 
duftion  was  not  heard,  'till  he  faid,  <  I  came  to  town  but  to-day  ;  I  was 
a  ftranger  to  the  tenor  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  and  the  propofed  addrefs, 
^till  1  heard  them  read  In  this  houfe.  Uncoiinetled  aiid  unconfulted  I 
have  not  the  means  of  information  ;  I  am  fearful  of  oficnding  through 
mirtake,  and  therefore  beg  to  be  Indulged  with  a-  fecond  readying  of  the 
propofed  addrefs.'  The  addrefs  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  v/ent  on  : — He. 
commended  the  King's  fpeech,  adjiroved  of  the  addrefs  in  anfwer,  as  it 
decided  nothing,  every  gentleman  being  left  at  perfeft  liberty  to  take. 
fuch  a  part  concerning  America,  as  he  might  afterwards  fee  lit.  One 
word  only  he  could  not  approve  of,  an  early.  Is  a  word  that  does  not  be- 
long to  the  notice  the  miniftry  has  given  to  parlianjeRt  of  the  troubles  In 
America.  In  a  matter  of  fuch  importance,  the  communication  ought 
to  nav.'  been  immediate  ;  I  fpeak  not  with  refped  to  parties  ;  I  ftand  up 
m  this  place  fmgle  and  unconnetled.     As  to  the  late  miniftry,    (turning 
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fcimfelf  to  Mr.  Grenviile,  who  fat  within  one  of  him)  every  capital  mea- 
fure  they  have  taken,  has  been  entirely  \vron$^! 

*  As  to  the  prefent  gentlemen,  to  thofe  at  leaft  whom  I  have  In  my 
eye  (looking  at  the  bench  where  Mr.  Conway  fat,  with  the  lords  of  iht 
trcafury)  I  have  no  objcdioo  ;  I  have  never  been  made  a  facrifice  by 
any  of  them.  Their  chara^ers  arc  fair  ;  and  1  am  always  glad  when 
men  of  fair  charadler  engage  in  his  Majelly's  fervice.  Some  of  them 
have  done  me  the  honour  to  ailc  my  poor  opinion,  before  they  would 
engage.  Thefe  will  do  me  the  juftlce  to  own,  I  advlfed  them  to  engage  ; 
but  notwithftanding — I  love  to  be  explicit — I  cannot  give  them  my  con- 
fidence ;  pardon  me,  gentlemen,  (bowing  to  the  mlnillry)  ccr.fidfDce  is 
a  plant  of  flow  growth  In  an  aged  bofom  :  youth  Is  the  fcafon  of  (Credu- 
lity ;  by  comparing  events  with  each  other,  reafoning  from  effe-fls  to 
caufes,  methinks,  1  plainly  difcover  the  traces  of  an  over-i-uUng  influence. 

*  There  is  a  claufe  in  the  acl  of  fettlement,  to  oblige  every  minifler 
to  fign  his  name  to  the  advice  Vv'hich  he  gives  his  fovei-eign.  ^^^ould  it 
were  obferved  ! — I  have  hsd  the  honour  to  ferve  the  crown,  and  If  I 
could  have  fubmltted  to  influence,  I  might  have  ftill  continued  to  ferve  ; 
but  I  would  not  be  refponfible  for  others. — I  have  no  local  attachmenta: 
it  is  indifferent  to  me,  whether  a  man  was  rocked  in  his  cradle  on  this 
iide  or  that  fide  the  Tweed.-*— I  fought  for  merit  wherever  it  \\?.s  to 
be  found. — It  is  my  boafl:,  that  I  was  the  firfl:  mlnlfier  \vho  looked  for  it, 
and  I  found  it  In  the  mountains  of  the  north.  I  called  it  forth,  ?.nd 
drew  it  Into  your  fervice,  an  hardy  and  intrepid  race  of  men  !  men,  who, 
when  left  by  your  jetiloufy,  became  a  prey  to  the  artifices  of  your  enemies, 
and  had  gone  nigh  to  have  overturned  the  ftate,  in  the  war  before  the  lafl. 
Thefe  men,  in  the  lafl:  war,  were  brought  to  combat  on  your  fide  :  they 
fcrved  with  fidelity,  as  they  fought  with  valour,  and  conquered  for  you 
in  every  part  of  the  world  :  detefted  be  the  national  reflections  agalnit 
them  ! — they  are  unjuft,  groundlefs.  Illiberal,  unmanly.  When  I  ceafed 
to  ferve  his  ]VLajefl:y  as  a  minlfter,  it  was  not  the  country  of  the  man  by 
which  I  was  moved — but  the  man  of  that  country  wanted  wifdom,  and 
held  principles  incompatible  with  freedom. 

*  It  is  a  long  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  fince  I  have  attended  in  parliam.ent. 
When  the  refolution  was  taken  in  the  houfe  to  tax  America,  I  was'*  ill 
in  bed.  If  I  could  have  endured  to  have  been  carried  in  my  bed,  fo  great 
•was  the  agitation  of  m.y  mind  for  the  confequences  !  I  would  have  foll- 
cited  fome  kind  hand  to  have  laid  me  down  on  this  floor,  to  have  borne 
my  telllmony  againft  it.  It  is  now  an  a6l  that  has  pafTed — I  would 
fpeak  with  decency  of  every  aft  of  this  houfe,  but  I  pmii-beg  the  indul- 
gence of  the  houfe  to  fpeak  of  it  with  freedom. 

'  I  hope  a  day  may  be  foon  appointed  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  na- 
tion with  refpcA  to  America. — I  hope,  gentlemen  will  come  to  this 
debate  with  all  the  temper  and  impartiality  his  Majefliy  recommends, 
and  the  i-mportance  of  the  febjeel  requires.  A  fubjecl  of  greater  impor- 
tance than  ever  enrragcd  the  attention  of  this  houfe  i  that  fubjeft  only 
excepted,  when,  near  a  century  ago,  It  was  the  quefliion,  whether  you 
yourfclvcs  were  to  be  bound,  or  free.  In  the  mean  tinie,  as  I  cannot 
depend  upon  health  for  any  future  day,  fuch  Is  the  nature  of  my  infirr 
jrillies,   I  will  bee  ts  fav  a  kvr  \v<JT(h  at  prefeirt,  leaving  the  jufticc,  the 
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equity,  tlie  policy,  the  Expediency  of  the  aft,  to  another  time,     I  witC 
only  fpeak  to  one  point,  a  point  which  feems  not  to  have  been  generally 
iinderftood — I  mean  to  the   right.      Sonie  gentlen^.en    (alluding   to  Mr. 
Nugent)  feem  to  have  confidered  it  as  a  point  of  honour.     If  gentlemen 
coulider  it  in  that  light,  they  leave  all    meafiires  of  ri^rht  and  wrong,  to 
follow  a  deluiion   that  may  lead  to  deflrudion.-     It  is   my  opinion  that 
this  kmgdom  has  no  right  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  colonies.     At  the  fame 
time,   I   alTert   the  authority  of  this   kingdom   over  the  colonies,  to  be 
fovereig-n  and  fapreme,    in  every  circimillancc  of  government  and  lep;i{la- 
tion  whatfoever. — They  are  the  fubjetls  of  this  kingdom,  equally  entitled 
with  yourfelves  to   all  the    natural  rights  of  mankind   and  the  peculiar 
privileges  of  Engliihmen.      Equally  bound  by  its  laws,  and  equally  par-  • 
ticlpating  of  the  conllitution  of  this  free  country.      The  Americans  are 
the   fons,    not   the  bailards,    of  England.     Taxation   is  no  part   of  the 
Sroverninf  or  leiTiilative  power. — The  taxes  arc  a  voluntary  sfift  and  orant 
of  the  commons  alone.      In  leiriflation  the  three  efliatcs  of  the  reahn  arc 
alike   concerned,  but   the   concurrence  of  the  peers  and  the  crown  to  a 
tax,  is   only  neceffary  to  clofe   with   the  form  of  a  law.      The  gift  and 
grant  is  of  the  commons  alone.      In  ancient  days,  the  crown,  the  barons, 
and  the  clergy  pofTeiFed  the  lands.      In  thofe  days,  the  barons  and  the 
clerffv  gave  and  rrranted  to  the  crown.     They  cave   and   {^ranted  what 
was  their  ov.-n.      At  prefcnt,  fince  the  difcovery  of  America,  and  other 
circumftances  permitting,  the  commons  are  becoine  the  proprietors  of  the 
land.      The  crov/n  has  divellcd  itfelf  of  its  great   eftates.     The  church 
(God  blefs  it)  has  but  a  pittance.     The  property  of  tire  lords,  compared 
with  that  of  the  commons,  is  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean  :  and  this 
houfe  reprefents  thofe  commons,  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  ;  and  thofe 
proprietors  virtually  reprefent  the  reft  ef  the  inhabitants.     When,   there- 
fore, in  this  houfe  we  give  and  grant,  we  give  and  grant  what  is  our 
own.    But  in  an  American  tax,  v/hat  do  we  do  ?  We,  your  Majefty's  com- 
mons of  Great- Britain,  give  and  o-rant  to  your  Majefty,  what  ?  Our  ovrn 
property  ? — No.     We  give  and  grant  to  your  Majeily,  the  property  of 
your  Majefty's  commons  in  America. — It  is  an  abfurdity  in  terms. 

'  The  diftinftion  between  legifiation  and  taxation  is  CiTentially  neceffary  , 
to  liberty.  The  crown,  the  peers,  are  equally  legiflative  powers  v/ith 
the  comm.ons'.  If  taxation  be  a  part  of  fimple  legiflatisn,  the  crown, 
the  peers  have  rights  in  taxation  as  Vv^ell  as  yourfelves  :  rights  which  they 
wdl  claim,  which  they  will  exercife,  whenever  the  principle  cr^n  be  fup- 
ported  by  power. 

'  There  is  an  idea  in  fome,  that  the  colonies  are  virtually  reprefented 
in  this  houfe.  I  would  fain  know  by  whom  an  American  is  reprefented 
liere  ?  Is  he  reprefented  by  any  knight  of  the'fliire,  in  any  county  in  this 
kingdom?  Would  to  God  that  refpectable  reprefentation  was  augmented 
to  a  greater  number!   Or  will  you  tell  him  that  he  is  reprefented  by  any 

rcprefentative  of  a  borough — -a  borough  which  perhaps  no  naan  ever  faw 

This  is  what  is  called,  the  rotten  part  of  the  conllitution. — rit  cannot 
continue  the  century — If  it  dees  not  drop,  it  muil  be  amputated. — The 
idea  of  a  virtual  reprefentation  of  America  in  this  houfe,  is  the  molt 
contemptible  idea  that  ever  entered  into  the  hcfid  of  a  man — It  does  not' 
defcrve  a  ferious  refutation, 

-  <  The 
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*  The  commons  of  America,  reprefcntecl  in  tlieir  fcvcral  aiTemblles, 
liave  ever  been  in  poffeffion  of  the  exercife  of  this,  their  conllituticnal 
right,  of  giving  and  granting  their  own  money.  They  would  have  been 
flaves  if  they  had  not  enjoyed  it.  At  the  fame  time,  this  kingdom,  as 
the  fupreme  governing  and  leojiriativc  DOwer,  has  always  bound  the  colo- 
nies by  her  laws,  by  her  regulations,  and  reftriftions  in  trade,  in  navii^a- 
tion,  in  manufactures— in  every  thing,  except  that  of  taking  their 
tioney  out  of  their  pockets  without  their  confent. — Here  I  would  draw 
the  line,    ^tam  ultra  citraque  Jicqnli   conjlficre  re^lum^ 

Ke  concluded  with  a  familiar  voice  and  tone,  but  fo  low  that  it  was 
not  eafy  to  diftinguifh  what  he  faid.  A  ccnfiderable  paufe  eniued  after 
Mr.  Pitt  had  done  fpeaking. 

Mr.  Conway  at  length  got  up,  Ke  faid,  '  he  had  been  waiting  to  fee 
whether  any  anfwer  would  be  given  to  what  had  been  advanced  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  reserving  hiraiclf  for  the  reply  :  but  as  none- 
had  been  given,  he  had  only  to  Gcciare,  that  his  own  fentim.ents  were 
entirely  conformable  to  thofe  of  the  ripht  honourable  gentleman.. — That 
they  arc  fo  conformable,  he  faid,  is  a  circumftaEce  that  affects  me  with 
moll  fenfibk  pleafure,  and  does  me  the  greateft  honour.  But  two  things 
fell  from  that  gentleman  which  cive  me  pain,  as  whatever  falls  from  that 
gentleman,  falls  from  fo  great  a  height  as  to  make  a  deep  impreflicn.  I 
muft  endeavour  to  remove  it.  It  was  ol>je6ied,  that  the  notice  given  to  par^ 
jiament  of  the  troubles  in  America  was  not  early.  I  can  affure  the  houfc, 
the  firil  accounts  were  too  vague  and  imperfect  to  be  worth  the  notice  of 
parliament.  It  is  only, of  late  that  they  have  been  precife  and  iLjil.  An 
over-ruling  influence  has  alio  'been  hinted  at.  I  fee  nothing  of  it.  I 
feel  nothing  of  it.  I  difclaim  it  for  myfelf,  and  (as  far  as  my  difcern- 
ment  can  reach)   for  all  the  reil  of  his  Maj^fty's  minifters.' 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Conway,   *  The  excufe  is  a  valid  one, 
if  it  is  a  juft  one.    That   mull  appear  from  the  papers  now  before  the 
Jioufe.'     Mr.  Grenville   next  ftood  up.     He   began  with    ccnfuring  the 
miniftry  very  feverely,  for  delaying  to  give  earlier  notice  to  parliamient 
cf  the   diilurbances  \\\  America.     He   faid,  *  they   beg^an  in  July,  and 
noAv  we  are  in  the  mdddlc  of  January  ;  lately  they  were  only  occurrences, 
they  are  now  grown  to  diilurbances,   to  tumults  and  riots,     i  doubt  they 
border  on  open  rebellion  ;   and  if  the  doClrine  I  have  heard  this  day  be 
confirmed,   I  fear  they  will  lofe   that  name  to  take   that  of  revolutici;. 
The  government  over  them  being  diiTolved,  a  revolution  will  take  place 
in  America.     I  cannot  undcrlland  the  difference   between  external  and 
internal   taxes.     They  are  the  fame  in  eiFe6l,  and  only  differ  in  name. 
That  this  kingdom  lias  the  fovereign,  the  fupreme  legiilative  power  ovc 
America,  is  granted.     It  cannot   be  denied  ;    and  taxation  is  a  pnvt  • 
that  fovereign  power.     It  is  one  branch  of  the  legiflaticn.     It  is,  it  h< 
been   exercifed,    over  thofe  who   are    not,  who  were   never  reprefente* 
It  is  exercifed   over  the  India  (sompany,  the  merchants  of  London,  t) 
proprietors  of  the  flocks,  and   over   many  great  manufafturlng  towi- 
It  was  exercifed  ever  the  palatinate   of  Cheflcr^    and   the  bifhcpric   ■■ 
Durham,  before  they  lent ,  any  reprtfentatives  to  parliament.      I  app 
for  proof  to  the  preambles  of  the  ^cls  whicli  gav*  them  reprcfcntativ: 
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the  one   in  the  reign  of  Heniy  VIII.  the  other  in  that  of  Charles  11/ 
Mr.  Grenvilie  then  quoted  tlie  ads,  and  defired  that  they  might  be  read; 
which  being  done,   he  faid  :    *  When  I  propofed  to  tax  America,   I  aflvcd 
the  hoiife,  if  -any  gentleman   would  objeft   to  the  right  j    I  repeatedly 
alked  it,  and  no  man  would  attempt  to  deny  it.     Protedion  and  obe- 
dience   are   reciprocal.      Great-Britain   prote6ls   America;    America    is. 
bound^  to  yield  obedience.     If  not,   tell   me   where  the  Americans   were 
emancipated  ?  When  they  want  the  proteftion  of  this  kingdon\,  they  are 
always  very  ready  to  alk  it.     That  protedion  has  always  been  afforded  them 
in  the  moit  full  and  ample  manner.    The  nation  has  run  itfelf  into  an  im- 
menfe  debt  to  give  them  thdr  protedion  ;  and  now  they  are  called  upon 
to  contribute  a  imall  {hare  towards  the  public  expence,  an  expence  ariiing 
from  themielve^,  they  renounce  your  authority,  infult  your  ofiicers,   and 
break  out,    I  might  almoll  fay,  into  open  rebellion.     The  feditious  fpirit 
Oi  the  colonies  ow^s  its  birth  to  the   fadions  in    the  houfe.     Gentlemen 
arc  carelefs  of  the  confequences  of  what  they  fay,  provided  it  anfwers  the 
■     ipurpoles  of  oppofition.     We  were  told  we  trod  on  tender  ground  ;  we 
were  bid  to  exped  difobedience.     tVhat  was  this,  but  telling  the  Ame- 
ricans to^  ftand  out  againft  the  law,  to  encourage  their  obftinancy  with  the 
cxpedationof  fupport  from  hence  ^  Let  us  only  holj  out  a  little,they  would 
fey,  our  friends  will  foon  be  in  power.      Ungrateful  people  of  America  ! 
Bounties  have  been  extended  to  them.     When  I  had  the  honour  of  ferv- 
ing  the  crown,  while  you  yourfelves  were  loaded  with  an  enormous  debt, 
-you  .have  given  bounties  on  their  lumber,  on  their  iron,  their  hemp,  and 
many  other  articles.     You  have  relaxed,  in  their  favour,  the  ad  of  naviga- 
tion, that  palladium  of  the  Britifn  commerce  ;  and  yet  I  have  been  abuled 
in  all  the  public  papers  as  an  enemy  to  the  trade  of  America.     I  have 
been  particularly  charged  with  giving  orders  and   inilrudions   to  prevent 
X  the  Spanilh   trade,   and  thereby  iloppiug    the    channel,  by  which   alone 
North- America  ufed  to  be    fupplied    with  cafli    for  remittances  to  this 
country.     I  defy  any  man  to  produce  any  fuch  orders  or  inftrudions.     I 
difcouragcd  no  trade  but  Avhat  was  illicit,   what  was  prohibited  by  ad  of 
parliament.      I    defire  a  Weft-India  merchant,   well   known    in  the    city 
(Mr.  Long)   a  gentleman  of  charader,  maybe  examined.     He  will  teU 
you,  that  I  offered  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  advance  the  trade  of 
America.    I  was  above  giving  an  anfvver  to  anonymous  calumnies ;  but  in 
tliia  place,  it  becomes  one  to  wipe  off  the  afperfiom' 

Here  Mr.  Grenvilie  ceafed.  Several  m.embers  got  up  to  fpeak,  but  Mr. 
t^itt  fceming  to  rife,  the  houfe  was  fo  clamorous  Ifor  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Pitt, 
that  the  fpcaker  was  obliged  to  call  to  order.  After  obtaining  a  little 
quiet,  hefaid,  *  Mr.  Pitt  was  up  ;'  who  began  Avith  informing  the  houfe, 
*  That  he  did  not  mean  to  have  gone  any  further  upon  the  fubjed  that 
day  ;  that  he  had  only  defigned  to  have  thrown  out  a  few  hints,  which, 
gentlemen  who  were  fo  confident  of  the  right  of  this  kingdom  to 
fend  taxes  to  Amcricii,  might  confider  ;  might,  perhaps,  refled, 
in  a  cooler  moment,  thriL  the  right  v.-as  at  Icaft  equivocal.  But  fince  the 
gentlemen,  who  fpoke  lall,  had  not  flopped  on  that  ground,  but  had  gone 
into  the  whole  ;  into  the  juilice,  the  equity,  the  policy,  the  expediency 
of  the  flamp-ad,  as  well  ?>s  into  the  right,  he  v/ould  follow  him  through 
the  whole  field,  and  couibat  his  arguments  on  every  point.' 

#   He 
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He  was  going  on,  when  the  late  Lord  Strange  got  up,  and  called  both 
the  gentlemen,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Grenville,  to  order.  He  faid,  '  they 
had  both  departed  from  the  matter  before  the  hoiufe,  which  was  the 
King's  fpcech  ;  and  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  going  to  fpeak  twice  upon  the 
fame  debate,  although  the  houfe  was  not  in  a  committee.' 

Mr.  Onflow  (now  Lord  Onflow)  anfvvered,  <  That  they  were  both  in 
erder,  as  nothing  had  been  faid,  but  what  was  fairly  deducible  from  the 
King's  fpeech  ;'  and  appealed  to  the  Speaker.  The  Speaker  decided  in 
Mr.  Onflow's  favour 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  *  I  do  not  apprehend  I  am  fpeaking  twice  :  I  did  ex- 
prefsly  referve  a  part  of  my  fubjeti:,  in  order  to  fave  the  time  of  this 
houfe,  but  I  am  compelled  to  proceed  in  it.  I  do  not  fpeak  twice  ;  I 
only  liniihed  what  I  defignedly  left  imperfeA.  But  if  the  houfe  is  of  a 
different  opinion,  far  be  it  from  me  to  indulge  a  wifli  of  tranfgreffion, 
againfl  order.  I  am  content,  if  it  be  your  pleafui^e,  to  be  filent.' — Here 
he  paufed. — The  houfe  refounded  with,  Go  on,  go  on  ;  he  proceeded : 

*  Gentlemen,  Sir,  (to  the  Speaker)   I  have  been  charged  with  giving 
birth   to  fedition  in  America.     They  have  fpoken  their  fentiments  with 
freedom,  agaialt  this  unhappy  act,  and  that  freedom  has  become  their 
crime.     Sorry  I  am  to  hear  the  liberty  of  fpeech  in  this  houfe,   imputed 
as  a  crime.      But  the  imputation  fhall  not  difcourage  me.      It  is  a  liberty 
I  mean  to  exercife.     No  gentleman   ought  to  be  afraid  to  exercife  it. 
It  is  a  liberty  by  which  the  gentlem.an  who  calumniates  it  might  have 
profited.      He  ought  to  have  profited.     He  ought  to  have  defifled  from 
his  proje^L.     The  gentleman  tells  us,  America  is  obilinate  ;   America  12 
almofl  in  open  x-ebellion.     I  rejoice  that  America   has  refifled.     Three 
millions  of , people,  fo  dead  to   all  the  feelings  of  liberty,  as  voluntarily 
to  fubmit  to  be  flaves,  would  have  been  fit  inflruments  to  make  fiaves  of 
the  reft.      I  come  not  here  armed  at  all  points,  with  law  cafes  and.  acts  of 
parliament,  with  the  flatute  book  doubled  down  in  dogs-ears,  to  defend 
the  caufe  of  liberty  :  if  I  had,  I  myfelf  v/ould  have  cited  the  two  cafes 
of  Chefter  and  Durham.     I  v/ould  have  cited  them,  to  have  fhewn,  that, 
even   under  any  arbitrary  reigns,  parliaments  were  afliamed  of  taxing  a 
jDCople  without  their  conCent,  and  allowed  them  reprefentativcs.      Why  did 
the  oentleman  confinehimfclf  to  Chefter  andDurham  ?  He  might  have  taken 
ahif>her  esajnple  in  Wales  ;  Vv^ales,  that  never  was  taxed  by  parliament 
till  it  was  incorporated.     I  would  not  debate  a  particular  point  of  lav:  with 
the  gentleman  :   I  know  his  abilities.     I  have  been  obliged  to  his  dijigent 
refearches.     But,  for  the  aefence  of  liberty  upon  a  general  principle,  upon 
a  conftitutional  principle,  it  is  a  ground  on  which  I  ftand  firm  ;.  on  which 
I  dare  meet  any  man.     Tlie  pentleman  tells   us  of  many  who  are  taxed, 
and  are  not  reprefentcd.     The  India  coaipany,    merchants,   ftoi^k-holders, 
manufadurers.      Surely  mc-.ny  of  thefe  are  reprelentfil  in  oth^f  capacities, 
as  owners  of  land,    or   ac   freemen  01  boroughs.      It  is  a  nv'sfortunc  that 
more     are    not    ailually    reprefcuted.       But    they    are    all    inhabitants, 
and,    as  fuch,    are  virtually  reprefented.     Many  have  it   in   their  optian 
to    be  actually    reprefented.     They  have    connexions    with    tliofe   that 
ele6t,  and  they  have  influence  over  them.     The  gertleman  mentioned  the 
llock-holders  :   I    hope   he  does  not  reckon  the  debts  of  tl'.e,niuion  as  a 
part  of  the  national  eftate.     Since  >  the  accefiion  of  Kiug  William,   many 

minifters, 
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miniilers,  Tome  of  great,  others  of  mofe  moderate  abilities,  have  taken  the 
le:id  of  government. 

He  then  went  through  the  lift  of  them,  bringing  it  dov/n  till  he  came  to 
himfelf,  giving  a  Ihort  flcctch  of  the  charaftersof  each  of  them.  «  None 
of  thei>,  he  laid,  thought,  or  ever  dreamed^  of  robbing  the  colonies  ox 
their  conlHtiitional  rights.  That  was  referved  to  mark  the  rcra  of  the  hitc 
adminiilration;  not  that  there  were  wanting  fome,  when  I  had  the  hoHou- 
to  lerve  his  Majefty,  to  propofe  to  me  to  burn  my  fingers  with  an  Ame- 
rican ftarxip-aCl.  With  the  enemy  at  their  back,  witli  our  bayonets  at 
their  breails,  in  the  day  of  their  diitrcfs,  perhaps  the  Americans  would 
have  fubmitted  to  the  impofition  ;  bift  it  would  have  been  taking  an 
ungenerous,  and  unjull  advantage.  The  gentleman  boaftii  of  his  bounties 
to  America  !  Are  not  thofe  bounties  intended  finally  for  the  benefit  of 
this  kingdom  ?  If  they  are  not,  he  has  mifapplied  the  national  treafures. 
I  am  no  courtier  of  America,  I  fland  up  for  this  kingdom.  I  maintain, 
that  the  parliament  has  a  right  to  bind,  to  reftrain  America.  Our  leiri- 
ilatlve  power  over  the  colonies  is  fovereign  and  fupreme.  When  it  ceafe3 
to  be  iovereign  and  fupreme,  I  would  advife  every  gentlemen  to  fell  his 
lands,  if  he  can,  and  embark  for  that  country.  When  tv/o  countries  are 
connefted  together,  like  England  and  her  colonies,  without  being  incor- 
porated, the  one  mufl  necellarily  govern  ;  the  greater  muft  rule  the  lefs  ; 
but  10  rule  it,  as  not  to  contradict  the  fundamental  principles  tliat  arc 
common  to  both. 

*  It  the  s^entleman  does  jiot  underfland  the  difference  between  internal 
ar.d  external  taxes,  1  cannot  help  it;  but  there  is  a  plain  dirdndion  be- 
tween taxes  levied  for  the  purpofes  of  raifl ng  a  revenue,  and  duties  im- 
pofed  for  the  regulcVcion  of  trade,  far  the  accommodation  of  the  fubjecl ; 
aitho*,  in  the  Gonfequencss,  fome  revenue  might  incidentally  arife  from 
the  latter. 

'  The  gentleman  afks,  when  were  the  colonies  emancipp.ted  ?  But  I 
defire  to  know,  when  they  were  made  flaves  ?  But  I  dwell  not  upon 
words.  When  I  had  the  honour  of  ferving  his  Majefty,  I  availed  myfelf 
«f  the  means  of  information,  which  I  derived -from  my  ofHce  :  I  fpeak 
tlicreiore  from  knowledge.  My  materials  were  good*  I  v/as  at  pains  to 
Cv,)llecl,  to  digeil,  to  confider  them  ;  and  I  will  be  bold  to  afSrm,  that 
tae  profits  to  Qrea.!;  Britain  fron  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  through  all  its 
branches,  i?  two  million?  a  year.  This  is  the  fund  that  carried  you 
triumphantly  through  the  laft  war.  The  eftates  that  were  rented  at  two 
thoufand  povmds  a  year,  threcfcore  years  ago,  are  at  three  thoufand  pounds 
at  prifent.  Thofe  eftates  fold  then  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  years  pur- 
chafe  ;  the  fame  may  be  now  fold  for  thirty.  You  owe  this  to  AmxCrica. 
This  is  the  price  that  Aioerica  pay*  you  for  her  protection.  And  fliall 
u  miferable  financier  come  with  a  boail,  that  he  can  fetch  a  pepper-corn 
inj.0  the  Exehcqucr,  to  the  lofs  of  millions  to  the  nation  1  I  dare  not 
fay,  how  much  higher  thefe  profits  m^ay  be  augmented.  Omitting  the 
imviienie  increafe  of  people,  by  natural  population,  in  the  northern 
cojuule^,  and  the  migration  from  every  part  of  Europe.  I  am  con- 
vinced the  whole  commercial  fyftem  of  America  maybe  altered  to  advan- 
tage. You  have  prohibited,  where  you  ought  to  have  encouraged  ;  and 
you  have   eiicauragcd  v»'hcre   you  ought  to  have  prohibited.     Improper 

teftraint* 
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Y^itVarnts  have  been  laid  on  the  continent,  in  favour  of  the  IHands. 
You  have  but  two  nations  to  trade  with  In  America.  Would  you  had 
twenty  !  Let  adls  of  iparHament  in  confequence  of  treaties  remain^ 
but  let  not  an  Englifli  mlnliler  become  a  cuftom-houfe  officer  for  Spain, 
or  for  any  foreign  power.  Much  is  wrong,  much  may  be  mended  for 
the  general  good  of  the  whole. 

*  Does  the  gentleman  complain  he  has  been  mifreprefcnted  in  the 
public  prints  ?  It  Is  a  common  misfortune.  In  the  Spanlfh  affair  of 
the  laft  war,  I  was  abufed  In  all  the  news-papers  for  having  advlfed  his 
Maj°fty  to  violate  the  law  of  nations  with  regard  to  Spaiui  The  abufe 
was  induilrioufly  circulated  even  in  hand-bills.  If  adminiftratlon  did 
not  propagate  the  abufe>  admlnlflratlon  never  contradicted  It.  I  will 
not  fay  what  advice  I  did  give  to  the  King.  My  advice  Is  In  writings 
figned  by  myfelf,  In  the  poffeffion  of  the  crown.  But  I  will  fay  what 
iadvlce  I  did  not  give  to  the  Ivln^  :  1  did  not  advlfe  him  to  violate  any 
cf  the  laws  of  nations. 

*  As  to  the  report  of  the  gentlemen's  preventing  m  fome  way  the 
trade  far  bullion  with  the  Spaniards,  It  was  fpoken  of  fo  confidently^ 
that  I  own  I  am  one  of  thofe  who  did  believe  it  to  be  true. 

*  The  gentleman  mull  not  wonder  he  was  not  contradidled,  when,  as 
the  minlller,  he  afferted  the  right  of  parliament  to  tax  America.  I 
know  not  how  it  Is,  but  there  Is  a  modefty  In  this  houfe  which  does  not 
chufe  to  contradldl  a  minifter.  I  wifh  gentlemen  \vould  get  the  better 
oif  this  modefly.  If  they  do  not,  perhaps,  the  collective  body  may  be- 
gin to  abate  of  the  refped  for  the  reprefentatlve.  Lord  Bacon  had 
told  me,  that  a  great  queftlon  would  not  fall  of  being  agitated  at  one 
time  or  another*  I  was  willing  to  agitate  that  at  the  proper  feafon, 
the  German  war  :  my  German  war,  they  called  it.  Every  feffion  I 
tailed  out,  has  any  body  any  objedlions  to  the  German  war?  No  body 
vrouldobjecl  to  it,  one  gentleman  only  excepted,  fmce  removed  to  the 
upper  houfe,  by  fucceffion  to  an  ancient  barony,'  (meaning  Lord  le 
Ijcfpencer,  form.erly  Sir  Francis  Da(hwood  ; )  *  he  told  me  "  he  did  not 
like  a  German  war,"  I  honoured  the  man  for  It,  and  was  forry  when 
he  was  turned  out  of  his  poft, 

*  A  great  deal  has  been  fald  without  doors,  of  the  power  and  of  the 
llrength  of  America.  It  Is  atopic  that  ought  to  be  cautlbufly  med- 
dled vvlth.  In  a  good  Caufe,  on  a  found  bottomj  the  force  of  this 
tountry  can  crufh  ^America  to  atoms*  I  know  the  valour  of  your 
troops.  I  know  the  fl<ill  of  your  officers.  There  Is  not  a  company  of 
foot  that  has  ferved  in  America,  out  of  which  you  may  not  pick  a  man 
of  fufiiclent  knowledge  and  experience,  to  make  a  governor  of  a  colony 
there.  Bmt  on  this  ground,  on  the  ilamp-act,  when  fo  matiy  here  will 
think  It  a  crying  Iqjufllce,  I  am  one  who  will  lift  up  my  hands  againft 

«  In  fuch  a  calife  your  fuccefs  \Vonld  be  hazardous. — America,  if  (he 
fell,  would  fall  like  the  ftrong  man.  She  would  embrace  the  pillars  of 
the  flate,  and  puU  down  the  "conftitution  along  with  hen  Is  this  your 
"boafted  peace  ?  Not  to  fneath  the  fword  In  its  fcabbard,  but  to-flieath 
it  In  the  bowels  of  your  countrymen  ?  Will  you  quarrel  with  your- 
selves, iiijw  th«  whele  houfe  of  Bourbon  is  united  agalnft  you  ?  While 

[  C  ]  France 
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France  Jilhirbs  your  fiflierles  in  Newfoundland,  embarraffes  your  Have 
trade  to  Africa,  and  with-holds  from  your  fubjedls  in  Canada,  their 
property  lUpulated  by  treaty ;  while  the  ranfoni  for  the  Manillas  is  denied 
by  Spain,  and  its  gallant  conqueror  bafely  traduced  into  a  mean  plun- 
derer, a  gentleman  (Sir  W.  Draper)  whofe  noble  and  generous  fpirit 
Avould  do  honour  to  the  proudeil  grandee  of  the  country.  The  Ame- 
ricans have  not  in  all  things  afted  with  prudence  and  temper.  They 
have  been  wronged.  They  have  been  driven  to  madnefs  by  injuftice. 
Will  you  punifh  them  for  the  madnefs  you  have  occafioned  ?  Rather  let 
prudence  and  temper  come  firfl  from  this  fide.  I  will  undertake  for 
America,  that  (he  will  follow  the  example.  There  are  two  lines  in  a 
ballad  of  Prior's,  of  a  man's  behaviour  to  his  wife,  fo  applicable  to 
you  and  your  colonies,  that  I  cannot  help  repeating  them  : 

*  Be  to  her  faults  a  little  blin.d  : 

*  Be  to  her  virtues  very  kind. 

*  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell  the  houfe  what  is  really  my 
opinion.  It  is,  that  the  ftamp-ad  be  repealed  abfolutely,  totally,  and 
immediately.  That  the  reafon  for  the  repeal  be  affigned,  becaufe  it  was 
founded  on  an  erroneous  principle.  At  the  fame  time,  let  the  fovereign 
authority  of  this  country  over  the  colonies,  htc  afferted  in  as  ftrong 
terms  as  can  be  devifed,  and  be  made  to  extend  to  evei'y  point  of  legif- 
lation  whatfoevcr.  That  we  may  bind  their  trade,  confine  their  manu- 
fadlures  and  exercife  every  power  whatfoever,  except  that  of  taking 
their  money  out  of  their  pockets  without  their  confent !' 

This  debate  determined  the  repeal  of  the  ilamp-adl.  At  the  fame  time 
a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  paffed,  for  fecuring  the  dependence  of  Ame- 
rica on  Great  Britain,  in  which  it  was  afferted,  "  That  tl^ie  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  had  aright  to  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cafes  whatfo- 
ever." 

But  notwithftanding  the  repeal  of  the  flamp-aft,  which  had  no  other 
effe6l  than  diffolving  the  non-importation  agreements  formerly  entered 
into,  with  regard  to  all  commodities  imported  from  Britain,  the  jflame 
was  only  fmothered  for  a  little  time,  feemingly  that  it  might  break  out 
with  greater  violence,  which  it  did,  on  the  paffing  of  an  a.&.  to  allbw  the 
Eaft- India  Company  to  export  their  teas  to  America  duty  free.  Several 
(hips  freighted  with  it  were  fent  to  the  American  Colonies,, which  they 
confidered  as  a  method  of  infenfibly  fubje6ling  them  to  taxation, 
and  from  this  time  we  may  date  the  total  ceifation  of  all  kind  of 
frienddiip  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  m  will  appear  by  a. 
perufal  of  the  following  Authentic  Papers. 

/Articles  of  Cojifedsration  and  perpetual  Union,  entered  hto  ly  tl)^  Ds' 

legates  of  the  fever al  Colonies    of  New-Hampfliire,    Maffachufett's, 

^c.  ^c.  Iffe.  &c.   is'c.  id'c.  i^c.  ij^.  ^\\  l^c.    in  General  Congrefsy 

iMet  ^/Philadelphia,  May  2Cth,  1775. 

ARTICLE  I.    The  name  of  the  confederacy  fhall  henceforth  be, 

The  United  Colonies  of  North  America. 

II.   The  united  colonies  hereby  federally  enter  into  a  firm  league 

of  fricndfhip  with  each  other,  binding  on  themfclves  and  their  polte- 

rity,  f(?r  their  ewminon  d^fenjee  againit  their  eneniics,  for  tlie  fecurity 
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of  their  liberties  and  properties,  the  fafety  of  their  perfons  and  fami- 
Jies,  and  their  mutual  and  general  welfare. 

III.  That  each  colony  fliall  enjoy  and  retain  as  much  as  it  may  think 
ftt  of  its  own  prefent  laws,  cuftoms,  rights,  privileges,  and  peculiar 
jurifdidlions,  within  its  own  limits  ;  and  may  amend  its  own  conftitu- 
tion,  as  fliall  feem  bell  to  its  owm  affembly  or  convention. 

IV.  That  for  the  more  convenient  management  of  general  interefts, 
delegates  fliall  be  elected  annually,  in  each  colony,  to  meet  in  General 
Congrefs,  at  fuch  time  and  place  as  fliall  be  agreed  on  in  the  next 
preceding  Congrefs.  Only  where  particular  circumftances  do  not 
make  a  deviation  ncceffary,  it  is  under'tood  to  be  a  rule,  that  each 
fucceeding  Congrefs  is  to  be  held  in  a  different  colony,  till  the  whole 
number  be  gone  through,  and  fo  In  perpetual  rotation  ;  and  that  ac- 
cordingly, the  next  Congrefs  after  the  prefent  fliall  be  held  at  Anna- 
polis, In  Maryland. 

V.  That  the  power  and  duty  of  the  Congrefs  fliall  extend  to  the  de- 
termining on  war  and  peace,  the  entering  Into  alliances,  the  reconcilia- 
tion with  Great- Britain,  the  fettling  all  difputes  between  colony  and 
colony,  If  any  ftiould  arlfe,  and  the  planting  new  colonies  where  pro- 
per. The  Congrefs  fliall  alfo  make  fuch  general  ordinances  thought 
neceffary  to  the  genei-al  welfare,  of  which  particular  affemblies  cannot 
be  competent,  viz.  thofe  that  may  relate  to  our  general  commerce  or 
general  currency,  to  the  efl;abllfliment  of  polls,  the  regulation  of  our 
common  forces  ;  the  Congrefs  fnall  alfo  have  the  appointment  of  all 
officers .  civil  and  military,  appertaining  to  the  general  confederacy, 
fuch  as  general  treafurer,  fecretary.  See.  &c.  &c. 

VI.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  general  expences  to  be  in- 
curred 'for  the  common  welfare,  fliall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common 
treafury,  which  Is  to  be  fupplled  by  each  colony,  in  proportion  to  its 
number  of  male  polls  between  16  and  60  years  of  age  ;  the  taxes  for 
paying  that  proportion  are  to  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  laws  of  each 
colony. 

Vli.  The  number  of  delegates  to  be  elefted,  and  fent  to  the  Congrefs 
by  each  colony,  (hall  be  regulated  from  time  to  time,  -by  the  number 
of  fuch  polls  returned ;  fo  as  that  one  delegate  be  allowed  for  every 
5000  polls.  And  the  delegates  are  to  bring  with  them  to  every  Con- 
grefs an  authenticated  return  of  the  number  of  polls  in  their  refpeclive 
colonies,  which  Is  to  be  taken .  for  the  purpofes  above  mentioned. 

VII.  At  every  meeting  of  the  Congrefs,  one  half  of  the  members 
returned,  exclufive  of  proxies,  fliall  be  neceffary  to  make  a  quorum  ; 
and  each  delegate  at  the  Congrefs  fliall  have  a  vote  In  all  cales  ;  awd 
If  neceffarlly  abfent,  fliall  be  allowed  to  appoint  any  other  delegate 
from  the  fame  colony  to  be  his  proxy,  who  may  vote  for  him. 

IX.  An  executive  council  fhall  be  appointed  by  the  Congrefs  out 
of  their  own  body,  coniifliing  of  1 2  perfons,  of  vvhom  In  the  firll  ap- 
pointment, one  third,  viz.  four,  fhall -be  for  one  year,  four  for  two 
vears,  and  four  for  three  years  ;  and  as  the  faid  terms  expire,  the 
vacancies  fliall  be  filled  up  by  appointments  for  three  years,  whereby 
one  third  of  the  members  will  be  chofen  annually  ;  and  each  perfon 
who  has  ferted  the  fame  terra  of  three  years  as  counfellor,  fnall  have 

a  refplte 


20  APPENDIX. 

a  refpite  of  three  years,  before  he  can  be  elefted  again.  This  codTi- 
cil,  of  whom  two-thirds  fhall  be  a  quorum,  in  the  recefs  of  the  Con- 
grcfs,  is  to  execute  what  fnall  have  been  enjoined  thereby  ;  to  manage 
the  general  continental  buiinefs  and  interells,  to  receive  appiicationa 
from  foreign  countries,  to  prepare  matters  for  the  confideration  of  the 
Gongrefs,  to  fill  up,  pro  tempore^  continental  offices  that  full  vacant, 
?,nd  to  draw  on  the  general  treafurer  for  fuch  monies  as  may  be  necef- 
fary  for  general  fervices,  and  appropriated  by  the  Congrefs  to  fuch 
fervices. 

X.  No  colony  /liall  engage  in  an  ofTenfive  war  with  any  nation  of  In- 
dians, without  the  confent  of  the  Congrefs  or  great  council  above- 
mentioned,  who  are  firft  to  confider  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  fitch  war. 

XL  A  perpetual  alliance,  offenfive  and  defenfive,  is  to  he  entered 
into,  as  foon  as  may  be,  with  the  Six  Nations  ;  their  limits  afcer- 
tained,  and  to  be  feciired  to  them ;  their  lands  not  to  be  encroached  on> 
nor  any  private  or  colony  purchafe  to  be  mgde  of  them  hereafter  to  be 
held  good,  nor  any  contract  for  lands  to  be  made,  but  between  the 
great  council  of  the  Indians  at  Onondega  and  the  general  Congrefs^ 
The  boundaries  and  lands  of  all  the  other  Indians  dull  alfo  be  afcer- 
tained  and  fecured  to  them  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  perfona  appoint-^ 
ed  to  ref^le  among  them  in  proper  diflricls,  who  (hall  take  cnre  to  pre- 
vent injufticc  in  the  trade  with  them  ;  and  be  enabled  at  our  general 
ex'pence,  by  occalional  fmall  fupplies,  to  relieve  their  perfonal  wanta 
and  diitreffes  ;  and  all  purchafes  from  them  Hiall  he  by  the  Congrefs, 
for  the  general  advantage  and  benefit  of  the  united  colonies. 

Xlli  As  all  new  inititutions  may  have  imperfeflions,  which  only 
time  and  experience  can  difcover,  it  is  agreed  thcit  the  Gcn^eral  Con- 
grefs, from  time  to  time,  fhall  propofe  fuch  amendments  of  this  con- 
iiitution  as  may  be  found  neccifary,  which  being  approved  by  a  majo- 
rity of  the  colony  aiTemblies,  Ihall  be  equally  binding  with  the  reft  of 
the  articles  of  this  confederation, 

XIII.  Any  and  every  colony  fi-om  Great-Britain  upon  the  continent 
of  North -America,  not  at  prefent  engaged  in  our  alfociation,  oiay, 
upon  application,  and  joining  the  faid  affociation,  be  received  into  the 
confederation,  viz.  Qiiebec,  St.  John's,  Nova-Scotia,  Bermudas,  and, 
the  Eafl  and  Weft  Floridas,  and  Ihall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  all 
the  advantages  of  our  ynion,   mutual  afliftance,  and  commerce. 

Thefe  articles  fhall  be  propofed  to  the  feveral  pirovincial  conventions 
or  afTemblies,  to  be  by  them  confidered ;  and,  if  approved,  they  are 
advifed  ta  empower  their  delegates  to  agree  and  ratify  the  fame  in  the 
enfuing  Congrefs ;  after  which  the  union  thereby  eftabliihed  is  to 
continue  firm,  till  the  terms  of  reconciliation  propofed  in  the  petition 
of  the  laft  Congrefs  to  the  King  arc  agreed  to  ;  till  the  afts,  fince 
made,  reftraining  tlie  American  commcvce  and  fiflieries,  are  repealed  ; 
.till  reparation  is,  ma^e  fpr  the  injury  done  to  Bofton  by  fliutting  up 
its  port  ;  for  burning  Charles-Town,  and  for  the  cxpence  of  this  un-. 
juft  war ;  and  till  all  the  Britiih  troops  are  withdrawn  from  America, 
On  the  arrival  of  thefe  events,  the  colonies  are  to  return  to  their  for- 
TTcr  connections  an4  friendfliip  with  Great- Britain  ;  but  on  failure 
thereof,  this  confederalion  is  lo  be  perpetual. 

THS.. 
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THE  follonvbig  h  a  true  copy  of  the  Petition  from  the  General  Congrefs 

in  America.,  to  his-MajeJiy^  <^\jhich  ive  delivered  to  Lord  Dartmouth 

the  frji  of  this  month,  and  to  ivhich,  his  Lord/hip  faid,   no  anfwe-r 

would  be  given. 

c,A^   ^     ,««^  Richard  Penri. 

•^'^'•^'   *^75.  Arthur  Ue. 

To  the  K  I  N  G's  mof  Excellent  Majefy. 
Mojl  gracious  Sovereign. 

We  your  Majefty's  faithful  fubjefts  of  the  colonies  of  Nenxy-Hamp- 
Jljircj  Majfachufet  s  Bay,  Rhode  IJland,  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con- 
neSiicut,  Nenu-Tork,  Ne-vj-Jerfiy,  Penfylvafiia,  the  counties  of  A^fiu- 
Cafile,  Kent,  and  Sujfs^  in  Dela^Mare,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  and 
South  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  ourfelvcs  and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colo- 
nies, who  have  deputed  us  to  reprefent  them  in  General  Congrefs,  en- 
treat your  Majefty's  gracious  attention  to  this  our  humble  petition. 

The  union  between  our  mother-country  "and  thefe  colonies,  and  the 
energy  of  mild  and  juft  government,  produced  benefits  fo  remarkably . 
important,  and  afforded  fuch  affurance  of  their  permanency  and  increafe, 
that  the  wonder  and  envy  of  other  nations  were  excited,  while  they  be- 
held Great  Britain  rifing  to  a  power  the  moft  extraordinary  the  world 
had  ever  known.  Her  rivals  obferving  that  there  was  no  probability  of 
this  happy  connexion  being  broken  by  civil  diffentiqjis,  and  apprehend- 
ing its  future  effects,  if  left  any  longer  undiiiurbed,  refolved  to  prevent 
her  receiving  fo  continual  and  formidable  an  accefhon  of  wealth  and 
ftrength,  by  checking  the  growth  of  thefe  fettlements,  from  which  they 
were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  attempt,  events  fo  unfavourable  to  the  de- 
fign  took  place,  that  every  friend  to  the  interefl  of  Great  Britain  and 
thefe  colonies,  entertained  pleafing  and  reafonable  expeftations  of  fee- 
ing an  additional  force  and  extenfion  immediately  given  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  union  hitherto  experienced,  by  an  enlargemeat  of  the 
crown,  and  the  removal  of  ancient  and  warlike  enemies  to  a  greater 
diflance. 

At  the  ccnclufion,  therefore,  of  the  late  war,  the  moft  glorious  and 
advantageous  that  ever  had  been  carried  on  by  Britifli  arms,  your  loyal 
qolonies,  having  contributed  to  its  fuccefs  by  fuch  repeated  and  ftre- 
nuous  exertions  as  frequently  procured  them  the  diftinguilhed  approba- 
tion of  your  Majefty,  of  the  late  king,  and  of  parliament,  doubted  not 
but  that  they  fhould  be  permitted,  with  the  reil  of  the  empire,  to  (hare 
iu  the  blefTings  of  peace,  and  the  emoluments  o£  vidlory  and  conqueft. 
While  thefe  recent  and  honourable  acknowledgments  of  their  merits 
remained  on  record  in  the  journals  and  acls  of  that  auguft  legiflatui'e, 
the  parliament,  undefaced  by  the  imputation,  or  even  the  fufpicion  of 
any  offence,  they  were  alarmed  by  a  7W-i'  fyflem  of  fiatutes  and  regula- 
tions, adopted  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  colonies,  that  filled  their 
minds  with  the  moil  painful  fears  and  jealouiies  ;  and  to  their  inexpref- 
fible  allonifliment,  perceived  the  dangers  of  a  foreign  quarrel  quickly 
fucceededby  domeftic  dangers,  in  their  judgement  of  a  more  dreadful 
kind. 

Noi'  vvere  their  aaxieties  alleviated  by  any  tendency  in  this  fyftbin  to 
^  promote 
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promote  the  welfare  of  the  mother-country  :  for  though  Its  effefts  wcr« 
iriore  immediately  felt  by  them,  yet  its  influence  appeared  to  be  inju- 
rious to  the  commerce  and  profperity  of  Great  Britain. 

We  fliaJl  decline  the  ungrateful  tai]<:  of  defcribing  the  irkfome  variety 
of  artlhces  praftifed  by  many  of  your  Majeity's.miniiTrers,  the  delufive 
pretences,  fruitlefs  terrors,  and  unavailing  feverities,  which  have  from 
time  to  time  been  dealt  out  by  them  in  their  attempts  to  execute  this 
impolitic  plan,  or  of  tracing  through  a  feries  of  years  palt  the  pro- 
grcfs  of  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great  Britain  and  thefe  colo- 
nies, which  have  flowed  from  this  fatal  fource.  Your  IVIajefly's  mini- 
fters  perfevering  in  their  m>eafu.res,  and  proceeding  to  open  holtilities  for 
enforcing  them,  have  compelled  us  to  arm  in  our  own  defence,  and  have 
engaged  us  in  a  controverfy  fo  peculiarly  abhorrent  from  the  affeftions 
of  your  dill  faithful  colon  ills,  that  when  we  connder  whom  w"e  muft  op- 
pofe  in  this  contefl;,  and  if  it  continues,  what  maybe  the  confequence  ; 
our  own  particular  misfortunes  are  accounted  by  us  only  as  parts  of  our 
diilrefs. 

Knowing  to  what  violent  refentments,  and  incurable  animofities  civil 
difcords  are  apt  to  e;iafperate  and  inflame  the  contcndinp-  parties,  wc 
think  ourfelves  required  by  indifpenfable  oblig-ations  to  Almighty 
God,  to  your  Majefty,  to  our  fellow  fubjects,  and  ourielves,  immediate- 
ly to  ufe  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  incompatible  with  our  fafety, 
for  flopping  the  further  eifufion  of  blood,  and  for  averting  the  impend- 
ing calamities  that  threaten  the  Britira  empire.  Thus  called  upon  t<» 
addrefs  your  M.ujirM.y  on  affairs  of  fucli  moment  to  Ameriea,  and  pro- 
bably to  aii  your  dominions,  we  are  earneftly  defirous  of  performing 
this  office  with  the  utmofl  deference  to  your  Majefty  ;  and  we  therefore 
pray  that  your  royal  magnanimity  and  benevolence  may  make  the  moft 
favourable  conflrudlions  of  our  exprefiions  on  fo  uncommon  an  occa- 
Con. 

Could  we  reprefent,  in  their  full  force,  the  fentimcnts  which  agitate- 
the  minds  of  us,  your  dutiful  fubje<ri:s,  we  are  periuaded  your  Majefty 
would  afcribe  any  feeming  deviation  from  reverence,  in  our  language, 
and  even  in  our  conduct,  not  to  any  reprehenhble  intention,  but  to  the 
impofiibility  of  reconciling  the  ufual  appearances  of  refpedl  with  a  juil 
attention  to  our  prefervatlon  agalnft  thofe  artful  and  cruel  enemies,  who 
abufe  your  royal  confidence  and  authority  for  the  puroofe  of  effedling 
olir  deilruAion. 

Attached  to  your  Majefty's  perfon,  family  and  governmenl^  ,WT:h  all 
the  devotion  that  principle  and  affeclion  can  infpire,  connefted  with 
Great  Britain  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  that  can  unite  focieties,  and  deplor- 
ing every  event  that  tends  in  any  degree  to  weaken  thetn,  we  folemnly 
afTure  your  Majefty  that  we  not  only  moft  ardsJitly  dejire  the  former  har- 
mony hetnueen  her  and  thefe  colonies  maybe  reftored,  butthat  a  concord  may 
he  efiahlijhed  between  them  upon  fo  lirm  a  bafis  as  to  pr-epetuate  its 
bleffings  uninterrupted  by  any  future  dilTcntions  to  fucceeding  genera- 
tions in  both  countries  :  to  tranfmit  your  Majefty's  name  to  poffcrity, 
adorned  with  that  fignal  and  lalling  glory  that  has  attended  the  memory 
of  thofe  illullrious  pcrfonagcs,  whofe  virtues  and  abilities  have  extricated 
jVates  frorn.  dangerous  convulfion?,   and  by  fecuring  happinefs  to  others, 
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Kate,  ete<rte(i  the  moil  noble  and  durable  n\onuments  to  their  own 
fame. 

We  hefr  leave  fitrther  to  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  notwithftanding 
the  fufFerings  of  your  loyal  coloniits,  during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
eontroverfy,  our  breaHs  retain  too  tender  a  regard  xov  the  kingdom 
from  which  we  derive  our  origin,  to  requeft  fuch  a  reconciliation,  as 
might  in  any  manner  be  inconliitentwith/'d'r^/^w'/)'  or/:erni'iI/are.  Thefe, 
i"elated  as  we  are  to  her,  honour  and  duty,  as  well  as  inclination,  induce 
«s  to  fupport  and  advance  ;  and  the  apprchrnfions  that  now  opprefs  our 
iiearis,  with  unfpeakable  grief  being  once  removed,  your  Majeily  will  find 
your  faithful  fubjefis,  on  this  continent,  ready  and  willing,  at  all  times, 
as  they  have  ever  been,  with  their  lives  and  foftunes,  to  affert  and  main- 
tain the  rights  and  intereiis  of  your  Majefty  and  of  our  mothet- 
countrv. 

We  therefore  befeech  your  Majeily,  that  your  royal  authority  and  in- 
fluence may  be  s;racioufly  interpofed,  to  procure  us  relief  from  our 
afflifting  fears  and  jealoufies,  occafioned  by  the  fyftem  before  mentioned, 
and  to  fettle  peace  through  every  part  of  your  dominions  ;  with  all 
kumility  fubmitting  to  your  Majelly's  wife  cohfideration,  whether  it 
may  not  be  expedient,  for  facilitating  thefe  important  purpofes,  that  your 
Majefty  may  be  pleafed  to  diredfome  mode  by  which  the  united  applica-' 
tions  of  your  faithful  colonifts  to  the  throne,  in  purfuance  of  their  com- 
mon councils  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  reconcilia- 
tion ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  meafures  be  taken  for  preventing  the 
further  deftruftion  of  the  lives  of  your  Majefty's  fubjefts,  and  that 
fuch  ftatutes  as  mure  immediately  diftrefs  any  of  your  Majefty's  colohics 
be  repealed.  For  by  fuoh  arrangements,  as  your  Majefty 's  wifdom  caa 
form,  for  collecting  the  united  fenfe  of  your  American  people,  we  are 
convinced  your  Majefty  would  receive  fuch  fatifacEory  proofs  of  the 
difpofition  of  the  colonifts  towards  their  Sovereign  and  the  parent-ftat-e, 
that  the  wiftied-for  opportunity  would  be  reftored  to  them,  of  evincing 
the  fincerity  of  their  profeffions,  by  every  teftimony  of  devotion  be- 
coming'*the  moft  faithful  1  ibje(9:s,  and  the  moft  afiedlionate  colonifts. 

That  yowr  Majefty  may  enjoy  a  long  and  profpcrous  reign,  and  that 
your  defcendents  may  govern  thefe  dominions,  with  honour  to  them- 
felves  and  happinefs  to  their  fubjedls,  is  our  fmcere  and  fervent 
prayer. 

JOHN  HANDCOCK,  Prefident. 
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A  Declaration  ly   the  ReprefentrJives  cf  the  United  Colonies   of  North 
\      America,  no'w  met  in  General  Gongrejs  at  Philadelphia,  fitting  forth 

the  Caufes  a?id  Necejflty  of  their'  taking  up  Arms. 
IF  it  was  poflible  for  men,  who  exereife  their  reafon,  to  bcliev^ 
that  the  Divine  Author  of  our  eliiftence  intended  a   part  of  the  hu- 
man ra«e  to   hold  an  abfolute  property  in,  and   an  unbounded  power 
Over  others,  marked  out  by  his  iiiiinite  goodnefs  and  wifdom,  as  thtf 
objefts  of  a  legal  domination,  never  rightly  refiftible,  however  fevere 
and  oppreflive  ;  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  might  at  leaft  require, 
from  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  fome  ev^^ence,  that  this  dread- 
ful authority  over  them  has  been  granted  to  that  body.     But  a  reve- 
tence  for  our  Great  Creator,  principles  of  humanity,  and  the  diftatcs 
of  common  fenfe,  muft  convince  all  thofe  who  refle<Si  upon  the  fubjedl,- 
that  government  was  inftituted  to  promote  the  welfare  of  mankind,  • 
a^id  ought  to  b«  admiiniftered  for  the  attainment  of  that   end.     The 
legiflature  of  Great-Britain,  however  ftimulated  by  an  inordinate  paf- 
lioa  for  a  powsr  not  only  unjuftifiable,  but  w'lich   they  know  to  be 
peculiarly  reprobated  by  the   veiy  conllitution  of  that  kingdom,  and 
dsfperate  of  fuccefs  in  any  mode  of  conteil  where  regard  fhould  be  had 
to  truth,  law,  or  right,  have  at  length,  defiprting  thofe,  attempted  to 
effect  their  cruel  and  impolitic  purpofe  of  enflaving  thefe   colonies  by 
violence,  and  have  thereby  rendered  it  necefTary  for  us  to  clofe  with 
their  laft  appeal   from  reafon   to  arms.     Yet,   however  blind-^d  that 
alTerably  may  be,  by  their  intemperate  rage  for  unlimited  domination, 
fo  as  to  flight  jullice  and  the  opinion  of  mankind,  we  elleera  ourfelve* 
bound,  by  obligations  of  refpeft  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  to  make 
kiiown  the  juftice  of  our  caufe. 

Our  forefathers,  inhabitants  of  the  illand  of  Great-Britain,  left  their 
native  land,  to  feek  on  thefe  fliores  a  refidence  for  civil  and  religious 
freedom.  At  the  expence  of  their  blood,  at  the  hazard  of  their  for- 
tunes, without  the  Icaft  charge  to  the  country  from  which  they  remov- 
ed, by  unceafing  labour  and  an  unconquerable  fpirit,'  they  afFefted 
fettlemetits  in  the  diftant  and  inhofpitable  wilds  of  America,  then  filled" 
••vltii  nmawous  and  warlike  uations  of  Barbarian    Societies  or  govern-^ 
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mentS,  veiled  with  pcried  legiflatures,.\vere  formed  under  charters  rrom 
the  crown,  and  an  harmonious  intercourfe  was  ellabHflied  between 
the  colonies  and  the  kingdom  from  which  they  derived  their  origin. 
The  mutual  benefits  of  this  union  became  in  a  fliort  tim.e  fo  extraor- 
dinary, as  to  excite  aftouifliment*  It  is  univerfally  confeffcd,  that  the 
"amazing  increafe  of  the  wealth,  ilrength,  and  navigation  of  the  realm, 
arofe  from  this  fource  ;  and  the  miniikr,  who  fo  wifely  and  fuccefs  • 
fully  direded  the  meafures  of  Grent-Eritain  in  the  late  war,  publicly 
declared,  that  thefe  colonier,  enabled  her  to  triumph  over  her  enemies. 
—Towards  the  conciuhon  of  that  war,  it  pkr.fed  our  Sovereign  to 
make  a  change  in  his  counfels. — From  that  fatal  moment  the  aftairs  of 
the  Britifh  empire  began  to  fall  into  confufion,  and,  gradually  Aiding 
from  the  fummit  of  glorious  profpciity,  to  which  they  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  virtues  and  abilities  of  one  man,  are  at  length  diflraftcd 
by  the  convulfions  that  now  fliake  it  to  its  dcepeft  foundations.  The 
new  miniflry,  finding  the  bra\T  foes  of  Britain,  though  frequently 
defeated,  yet  ftill  contending,  took  up  the  unfortunate  idea  of  granting- 
them  a  haily  peace,  and  of  then  fubduing  her  faithful  friends.^ 

Theie  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch  a  ilate,  as  to  pre- 
fent.  vi(5lories  witl^out   bloodflied,  and  all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  lla- 
tutable  plunder.  >  The  uninterrupted   tenor  of  their  peaceable  and  re- 
fpe£lful  behaviour,  from  the  beginning  of  colonization  ;    their  duti- 
ful, zealous,  and  ufeful  fervices  during  the:  war,  though  fo  recently  and 
,  amply  acknowledged  in  the  mod   honourable   manner  by  his  Majeiiy, 
by  the   late  King,   and  by  Parliament;  could  not  fave   them  from  the 
meditated  innovations.      Parliament  w^as  influenced  to  adopt  the  per- 
nicious proje£l,  and,    affuming  a  new  power   over  them,  have,  in  the 
rourfc  of  eleven  years,  given  fuch  decifive  fpecimens  of  the  fpirit  and 
Gonfequences  attending   this  power,   as  to  leave   no  doubt  concerning 
the   elfefts  of  acquiefccnce   under  it.     They  have  undertaken   to  give 
and  grant  our  m.oney  without  our  confent,  though  we  have  ever  exer- 
cifcd  an  cxcludve  right  to  difpofe  of  our  own  property.      Statutes  have 
'been  palTed  for  extending  the  jurifdi£lion  of  courts  of  Admiralty  and 
Vice-admiralty  beyond  their   ancient   limits,  for  depriving  us  of  the 
pccuftomed  and  inellimable  privilege  of  trial  by  jury,  in  cafes  aftefting 
both   life  and  property  ;  for  fufpending  the   legiflature  of  one   of  the 
colonies;  for  interdi(5ling  all   commerce  of  another  ;  and   for  altering 
fundamentally  the  form  of  government  eftablilhed  by  charter,  and  fe- 
cnred  b]/  afts  of  its  own   legiflature  folemnly  confirmed  by  the  crown; 
for  exempting  the   '  m.urderers'    of  colonics  from  legal  trial,  and,    ia 
efieft,   from  punifnment ;    for  creeling   in    a   neighbouring   province, 
acquired  by  the  joint  arms  of  Great- Britain  and  America,  a  defpotifm 
dangerous  to  cur  very  exiftence  ;  and  for  quartering  foldiers  upon  the 
colonifts  in  tim.e  of  profound  peace.      It  has  alfo  been  refolvedin  par-  . 
liament,    that  coJonifts,    charged    with    committing  certain   offences, 
fnaii  be  tranfported  to  England  to  be  tried. 

But  why  diould  wc  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detail  ?  By  one  ftatute 
it  is  declared,  that  Parliament  can   '  of  right  make  laws  to  bind  us  in  • 
all   cafes  whatever.*     ^Vhat  is  to  defend   us  againll  fo  enormous,  fo 
tinlimited  a  power  ?  Not  a  fingle  man  of  thofe  who  afTum.e  it  is  chor 
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fen  by  us,  or  Is  fiibjeft  to  our  controulor  influence  ;  but  on  tlie  coJl 
trary,  they  are  all  of  them  exempt  from  the  operation  of  fuch  laws; 
and  an  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  the  ollenlible  pur- 
pcfes  for  which  it  is  raifed,  would  actually  lighten  their  own  burdens, 
in  proportion  as  they  increafe  ours.  We  faw  the  mifery  to  which  fuch 
defpotifm  would  reduce  us.  We  for  ten  years  incefTantly  and  inef- 
fectually befieged  the  throne  as  fupplicants  ;  wx^  reafoned,  we  remon- 
llrated  with  parliament  in'  the  moft  mild  and  decent  language.  But 
adminiilration,  fenfible  that  we  fhould  regard  thefe  oppreffive  meafures 
as  freemen  ought  to  do,  fent  over  fleets  and  armies  to  enforce  them. 
The  indignation  of  the  Americans  was  roufed,  it  is  true  ;  but  it  wa& 
tlie  indignation  of  a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  affectionate  people.  A  con- 
grefs  of  delegates  from  the  united  colonies  was  affcmbled  at  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  5th  day  of  laft:  September.  We  refolved  again  to  offer 
an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  the  King,  and  alfo  addrefled  our 
fellow  fubjcAs  of  Great- Britain.  We  have  purfued  every  temperate, 
every  refpcftful  mcafure  ;  we  have  even  proceeded  to  break  off  our 
commercial  intercourfe  with  our  fellow  fubjedls,  as  the  laft  peaceable 
admonition,  that  our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon  earth  would  fup- 
plant  our  attachment  to  liberty.  This,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  was  the 
ultimate  ftep  of  the  controverfy  ;  but  fubfequent  events  have  fhevva 
how  vain  was  this  hope  of  finding  moderation  in  our  enemies. 

Several  threatening  expreffions  againft  the  colonies  v^^ere  inferted  ia 
his  Majefty's  fpeech.  Our  petition,  though  we  were  told  it  was  a 
decent  one,  that  his  Majeity  had  been  pleafed  to  receive  it  gracioufly, 
and  to  promife  laying  it  before  his  parliament,  was  huddled  into  both 
houfes  amongil  a  bundle  of  American  papers,  and  there  negledled. 
The  Lords  and  Commons,  in  their  addrefs,  in  the  month  of  February, 
faid,  *  that  a  rebellion  at  that  time  a6lually  exlfted  within  the  province 
of  Maffachufett's-Bay  ;  and  that  thofe  concerned  in  it  had  been  coun- 
tenanced and  encouraged  by  unlawful  combinations  and  engagements, 
entered  into  by  his  Majelly's  fubjeAs  in  feveral  of  the  other  colonies  ; 
and  therefore  they  befought  his  Majefty  that  he  would  take  the  moft 
effedual  meafurcs  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority 
of  the  fiiprerae  legiflature.'  Soon  after  the  commercial  intercourfe  of 
whole  colonies,  with  foreign  countries  and  with  each  other,  was  cut 
off  by  an  a£t  of  parliament  ;  by  another,  fevefal  of  them  were  intirely 
prohibited  from  the  hiheries  in  the  feas  near  their  coafts,  on  which 
they  always  depended  for  their  fuftenance  ;  and  large  re-inforcements 
of  ftiips  and  troops  were  immediately  fent  over  to  General  Gage. 

Fruitlefs  were  all  the  intreaties,  arguments  and  eloquence  of  an  il- 
luftrious  band,  of  the  moft  diftinguillicd  peers  and  conmioners,  wh» 
nobly  and  ftrenuoufly  affcrted  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  to  ftay  or  even 
to  mitigate  the  heedlcfs  fury  with  which  thefe  accumulated  and  unex- 
ampled outrages  were  hurried  on.  Equally  fruitlefs  was  the  interference 
of  the  city  of  London,  of  Briftol,  and  many  other  refpeCtable  towns, 
in  our  favour.  Parliament  adopted  an  infidious  manoeuvre,  calculated 
to  divide  us,  to  eftabllfh  a  perpetual  autSlion  of  taxations,  where 
coiony  faould  bid  againft  colony,  all  of  them  uninformed  vvhat  ranfom 
fhould  redeera  their  live^j  ar.d  thus  to  extort  from  us  at  the  point  of 
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the  l9!iy«Bet  tlie  unknown  fiims  that  Hiould  be  Sufficient  to  p^ratif)-,  if 
pofiible  to  gratify,  minifterial  rapacity,  with  the  mifcrable  induleence 
left  to  us  of  raifing  in  our  own  mode  the  preicribed  tribute.  V/hat 
terms  more  rigid  and  humiliating  could  have  been  dictated  by  remorfe- 
lefs  victors  to  conquered  enemies?  In  our  circumllances,  to  accept 
them  would  be  to  deferve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceedings  ai-'rived  on  this  con- 
tinent. General  Gage,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  the  lalt  year  had  takeit 
poffcffion  of  the  town  of  Boflon,  in  the  province  of  MalTcichufett's- 
Bay,  and  ftill  occupied  it  as  a  garrifon,  on  the  19th  diy  of  April, 
fent  out  from  that  place  a  larp-e  detachment  of  his  army,  who  made 
an  unprovoked  affault  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province,  at  the 
town  of  Lexington,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  a  great  number  of 
perions,  fome  of  whom  vrere  officers  and  foldiers  of  that  detachment  ; 
murdered  eight  of  the  inhabitants,  and  wounded  many  oth:rs.  From 
thence  the  troops  proceeded  in  warlike  array  to  the  town  of  Concord, 
where  tliey  fct  upon  another  party  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  pro- 
vince, killing  feveral  and  wounding  more,  until  compelled  to  retreat 
by  the  country-people  fuddenly  affembled  to  repel  this  cruel  aggrelficn. 
Hoftilities  thus  commenced  by  the  Britilh  troops,  have  been  lince  pro- 
.  fecuted  by  them  without  rep-ard  to  faith  or  reputation.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Borton  being  confined  within  that  town  by  the  General,  their 
Governor  ;  and  having,  in  order  to  procure  their  dii'miifion,  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  him  ;  it  was  ilipulated  that  the  faid  inhabitants, 
liaving  depofited  their  arras  with  their  own  magiftrates,  fhould  have 
liberty  to  depart,  taking  with  them  their  other  effects.  They  accord- 
ingly delivered  up  their  arms  ;  but,  in  open  violation  of  honour,  in 
defiance  of  the  obligation  of  treaties,  which  even  favage  nations  efteem 
facred,  the  Governed-  ordered  the  arms  depofited  as  aforef^id,  that 
they  might  be  preferved  for  their  owners,  to  be  fcized  by  a  body  of 
foldiers  ;  detained  the  greatell  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town, 
and  compelled  the  few,  who  were  permitted  to  retire,  to  leave  their 
•  mofl  valuable  effedls  behind. 

By  this  perfidy  wives  are  fepnrated  from  their  hu (hands,  children 
from  their  parents,  the  aged  and  fick  from  their  relations  and  friends, 
who  wifh  to  attend  and  comfort  them  ;  and  thofe  who  have  been  ufed 
to  live  in  plenty,    and  even  elegance,  are  reduced  to  deplorable  diilrels. 

The  General  further  emulating  his  Minifterial  Mailers,  by  a  pro- 
clamation bearing  date  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  after  venting  the 
grpfleil  falfhoodi  and  cajumnies  againfl:  the  good  people  of  thefe  colo- 
nies, proceeds  to  <  declare  them  all,  either  by  name  or  defcripticn, 
to  be  rebels  and  traitors,  to  fuperfede  the  courfe  of  the  common  lav/, 
and  inilead  thereof  to  publilh  and  order  the  ufc  and  exercife  of  the 
law  martial.^ — His  troops  have  butchered  our  countrymen  ;  have  wan- 
tonly burnt  Charles-Town,  befides  a  confiderable  number  of  houfcs  in 
other  places  ;  our  fiiips  and  veffels  arc  feized  ;  the  neceffary  fupplies  of 
provifions  are  intercepted ;  and  he  is  exerting  his  utmoll  power  to 
Ipread  dellruclion  and  devafl:ation  around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  General  Carleton,  the 
G©vernor  ef  Canada,  h  iftiu'gayr.g  the  p^eoplc  of  that  province  and  the 
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Indians  to  fall  upon  us  ;  and  we  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  appre- 
hend, that  fchemes  have  been  formed  to  excite  domelHc  enemies  aga-inft, 
us.  In  brief,  a  part  of  thefe  colonies  now  feels,  and  all  of  them  are 
fure  of  feelinp-,  as  far  as  the  vengeance  of  adminillration  can  inilid: 
them,  the  complicated  calamities  of  fire,  fword,  and  famine.  Wc 
are  reduced  to  the  altci  native  of  chufing  an  unconditional  fubmilTion 
to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  miniders,  or  reiiftance  by  force.  The 
latter  is  our  choice.  We  have  counted  the  coil  of  this  conteft,  and 
■find  nothing  fo  dreadful  as  voluntary  flavcry.  Honour,  juftiee,  and 
humanity  forbid  us  tamely  to  furrender  that  freedom  u'hieh  we  received 
from  our  gallant  anceftors,  and  which  our  innocent  poilerity  have  a 
right  to  receive  from  us.  We  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of 
refi2;ning  fucceeding  generations  to  that  wretchednefs  which  inevitably 
awaits  them,  if  we  bafely  intail  hereditary  bondage  upon  them. 

Our  caufe  is  juft  :  Our  union  is  perfect :  Our  internal  refources  are 
great,  and,  if  neceffary,  foreign  affillance  is  undoubtedly  attainable. 
We  gratefully  acknowledge,  as  fignal  inftances  of  the  divine  favour 
towards  us,  that  his  Providence  would  not  permit  us  to  be  called  into 
this  fevere  controverfy,  until  we  were  grown  up  to  our  prefent  llrength, 
had  been  previoufly  exercifed  in  warlike  operations,  and  poflelfed  of 
the  means  of  defending  ourfelves.  With  hearts  fortified  w-ith  thefe 
animating  reflections,  we  moll  folemnly  before  God  and  the  world 
declare,  that,  exerting  the  utmofl  energy  of  thofe  powers  which  our 
beneficent  Creator  hath  gracioufly  bellowed  upon  us,  the  arms  wc 
have  been  compelled  by  our  enemies  to  adhme,  we  will,  in  defiance  of 
every  hazard,  with  unabated  firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  employ  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  liberties,  being  with  one  mind  refolved  to  die  free- 
men rather  than  to  live  Haves. 

Left  this  declaration  fiiould  difquiet  the  minds  of  our  friends  and 
fellow-fubjeAs  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  we  alTure  them-,  tbat  Ave 
mean  not  to  diffolve  that  union  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  happily  fub' 
filled  between  us,  and  which  we  fincerely  wifli  to  fee  reftored.  Ne- 
cefiity  has  not  yet  driven  us  into  that  defperate  meafure,  or  induced 
us  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  w^ar  againft  them.  We  have  not  raifed 
armies,  with  ambitious  defigns  of  feparating  from  Great-Britain,  and 
cflablifiiing  independent  ftates.  We  fight  not  for  glory,  or  for  con- 
queft.  We  exhibit  to  mankind  the  remarkable  fpeclacle  of  a  people 
attacked  by  unprovoked  enemies,  without  any  imputation,  or  even 
fufpicion,  of  offence.  They  boaft  of  their  privileges  and  civilization, 
and  yet  proffer  no  milder  conditions  than  fervitude  or  death. 

In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom  that  is  our  birth- 
right, and  which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  violation  of  it  ;  for  the 
proteftion  of  our  property,  acquired  folely  by  the  honcft  induftry  of 
our  forefathers,  and  ourfelves  ;  againft  violence  actually  offered,  wc 
have  taken  up  arms.  We  fiiall  lay  them  down  v/hen  hoftilities  fhall 
ceafe  on  the  part  of  the  aggrefTors,  and  all  dangers  of  their  being  re-* 
newed  Ihali  be  removed,  and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the  fupreme  and  impar-? 
tial  judge  and  ruler  of  the  yniverfe,  we  moft  devoutly  implore  his   di-^ 
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vine  goodnefs  to  coudutl  us  happily  through  this  great  confllA,  to  dif- 
pofe  our  adverfaries  to  reconciliation  on  reafonable  terms,  and  thereby 
to  relieve  the  enapire  from  the  calamities  of  civil  war. 

'''t^;^;St4:^'•   }   JOHN  HANDCOCK,    Pr.^,. 

AtfeJ},    Charles  Thompson,  Secretary^ 


Reafons  afigned  hy  the  C*ntinental  Congrefs^  for  the  North  American 
Colonics  and  Provinces    ivithdraiving    their  xillegiance  to  the  King  of 
Great- Britain. 

A  DECLAP.ATION/;yzf/'^  Representatives  oftheUNITED 
STATES  of  AMERICA,  in  General  Congress  ajfemhled, 
July  4,    1776. 

WHEN  in  the  courfe  of  human  events  it  becomes  necelTary  for  one 
people  to  diiTolve  the  political  bands  which  have  connefted  them  vt'ith 
another,  and  to  affume  among  the  powers  of  the  earth  the  feparate  and 
equal  ilation  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  Nature^ s  God  intitle 
them,  a  decent  refpeft  to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they 
fnould  declare  the  caufes  which  impel  them  to  the  feparation. 

We  hold  thefe  truths  to  \be  felf-cvident ;  that  all  men  are  created 
equal  ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable 
rights  ;  that  among  thefe  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  purfult  of  happi- 
nefs.  That  to  fecure  thefe  rights,  governments  are  inllituted  among 
men,  deriving  their  juft  powera  from  the  confent  of  the  governed  ;  and 
whenever  any  form  of  government  becom.es  deilrudlive  of  thefe  ends,  it 
is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolifh  it,  and  to  infcitute  a  new 
governraent,  laying  Its  foundation  on  fuch  principles,  and  organizing  its 
powers  In  fuch  form,  as  to  them  (hall  feem  moft  likely  to  effeft  their 
fafcty  and  happinefs.  Prudence  indeed  will  di6late  that  governments  long 
eftabliihed  fnould  not  be  chano-cd  for  liffht  and  tranfient  caufes  ;  and 
acordingjly  all  experience  hath  (hewn  that  mankind  are  more  difpofcd  to 
fuffer,  while  evils  are  fufferablc,  than  to  right  themfelves  by  abolifhing 
the  forms  to  which  they  are  accuftomed  ;  but  when  a  long  train  of 
abufes  and  ufurpations,  purfuing  Invariably  the  fame  objeft,  evinces  a 
defign  to  reduce  them  under  abfolute  defpotlfm,  it  Is  their  right,  it 
13  their  duty,  to  throw  off  fuch  government,  and  to  provide  nev\r 
guards  for  their  future  fecurlty.  Such  has  been  the  patient  fufierance  of 
thefe  colonies,  and  fuch  ia  now  the  necefiity  which  conllrains  them  to 
alter  their  former  fyftems  of  government.     The  hillory  of  the  prefent 

of— ,  Is  a  hi  (lory  of  repeated   injuries  and  ufurpations; 

all  having  in  dirtft  objeft  the  efhiblifliment  of  an  abfolute  t3''ranny  over 
theie  S'^it'^.s,     To  prove  this,  let  fa6ls  be  fubmitted  to  a  candid  world. 
11^   h  c  refafed  his  adtnt  to  laws  the  moil  whclefome  and  neceflary 
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He  lias  forlndden  Lis  governors  co  pafs  laws  of  inimediiitc  and  prer- 
fing  ifnportance,  iinlefs  fulpended  in  their  operation  till  his  aflent  fhould 
be  obtained  ;  and,  when  fo  fufpended,  he  has  utterly  negleded  to  at- 
tend them. 

He  has  refufed  to  pafs  other  laws  for  tJie  accommodation  of  large 
difi:ri£ls  of  people,  unlefs  thofe  people  would  rclinquifli  the  rights  of 
reprefentation  in  the  legiflaturc  ;  a  right  ineftimable  to  them,  and  for- 
midable to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legiflative  bodies  at  places  unufual,  uncom- 
fortable, and  diftant  from  the  depofitory  of  their  public  records,  for  the 
fole  purpofe  of  fatiguing  them  into  complian.'e  with  his  meafures. 

He  has  difiblved  Reprefentative  Houfes  repeatedly,  for  •  oppoiing 
with  manly  firmnefs,  his  invafions  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 

He  has  refufed,  for.a  long  time  after  fuch  dilfolution,  to  caufe  others 
to  be  erefted  ;  whereby  the  legiflative  powers,  incapable  of  annihilation 
have  returned  to  tiie  people  at  large  for  their  exercife  ;  the  State  re- 
maining in  the  mean  time  expofcd  to  all  the  dangers  of  invaiien  from 
Without,  and  convulfions  w/thin. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  population  of  thefe  States  ;  for 
that  purpofe  obftrutting  the  laws  for  naturalization  of  foreigners,  re- 
fufmg  to  pafs  others  to  encourage  their  emigratioas  hither,  and  raifmg 
the  conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  laods. 

He  has  obllrufted  the  adminiflration  of  jiitlice,  by  refufing  his  aflent 
to  laws  for  eilablifhing  judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  liis  will  alone,  for  the  tenure  of 
their  ojfficcs,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  falaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  fent  hither  fwarms  of 
officers  toharrafs  our  people,  and  eat  out  their  fubfiltance. 

He  has  kept  among  us  in  times  of  Peace  {landing  armies,    without 
ic  confent  of  our  legiflatures. 

He  has  affedled  to  render  the  military  iniilependent  of,  and  fuperior 
to,  the  civil  power.  .^. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  fubjcdl  us  to  a  jurifdiftion  foreign 
to  our  conftitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  laws,  giving  his  aflent  to 
their  pretended  afts  of  legiflation  : — For  quartering  large  bodies  of 
armed  troops  among  us  : — For  prote61Ing  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from 
punifhmont  for  any  murders  which  they  fhould  commit  on  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  States.- — For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world: 
— -For  impofing  taxesupon  us  without  our  confent  : — For  depriving  us, 
in  many  cafes,  of  the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury: — For  tranfporting  us 
be^^ond  fcas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  oflences  : — For  abolifliing  the 
free  fyflem  of  Englifli  laws  in  a  neighbouring  province,  eftablifliing 
therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and  enlarging  its  boundaries  fo  as  to 
render  it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  inftrument  for  introducing  the  fame 
abfolute  rule  into  th-zfe  colonies  ; — For  taking  away  our  charters,  abo- 
lifhingour  rnofl  valuable  laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of 
our  governments  : — For  fufpending  our  ov.  n  legiflatures,  and  declaring 
thcmfclves  inveflcd  v.ith  power  to  legifliUe  for  us  in  all  cafes  what- 
fucver; 

He 
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He  has  abdicated  government  here  by  declaring  us  out  of  his  pro- 
t*c<ftion,  and  waging  war  with  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  feas,  ravaged  our  coafls,  burnt  onr  towns,  and 
deflroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  tranfporting  large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaries, 
to  complete  the  works  of  death,  defolation,  and  tyranny,  already  begun 
with  circumftances  of  cruelty  and  perhdy  fcarcciv  paralL'led  in  the 
moft  barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  Head  of  a  civilized 
nation. 

He  has  conflrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  hi^h 
feas,  to  bear  arms  againft  their  country,  to  become  the  CMecutioners  of 
their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themfelves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  dorscllic  infarrcilions  amongft  us,  and  has  endeavour- 
ed to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers  tlie  mercilefs  Indian  fa- 
vages,  whole  known  rule  of  warfare  Is  an  undiillnguifhed  deilru^Ioa 
m  all  ages,  fexes,  and  conditions. 

In  every  ftage  of  thefe  opprefilons  we  have  petitioned  for  redrefs,  in 
the  moil  humble  term-s  ;  our  repeated  petitions  have  been  anfweredonly 
by  repeated  injury.  A  Prince,  wliofe  charadter  is  thus  marked  by 
every  d.€t  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free 
people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attention  to  our  Britirti  brethern.  Wc 
have  warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  of  attempts,  by  their  le^iflature, 
to  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurifditlion  over  us  ;  v/c  have  itJminded 
them  of  the  circumilances  of  our  emigration  and  fettlement  here  ;  we 
have  appealed  to  their  native  juiUce  and  magnanimity  ;  and  v/e  have 
conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred,  to  difavow  thef* 
ufurpxtions,  which  would  inevitably  Interrupt  our  conne6lion.  and  cor- 
refpondence.  They  too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  juftice  and  con- 
fanguinlty.  We  muil  therefore  acquiefce  in  the  necelHty  which  de- 
nounces our  feparation,  and  hold  them  as  we  hold  the  reil  of  mankind^ 
enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends. 

•  We,  therefore,  the  Reprefcutatlves  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, In  General  Congrefs  aifembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  JUDGE 
of  the  world  for  the  reclltude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  naaie,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  Colonies,  folemnly  pub- 
Hlh  and  declare  that  thefe  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  oup;ht  to  be 
FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  STATES,  and  that  they  are  abfoU'cd  froiTi  all 
allegiance  to  the  Britifli  Crown,  and  that  all  political  connections  be- 
tween them  and  the  State  of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally 
diiTolved  ;  and  that,  as  free  and  independent  States,  they  have  full  power 
to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  eftabllili  commerce,  and 
to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  Independent  States  may  of  right 
do.  And  for  the  fupport  of  this  Declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on 
the  protedlion  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  othcr^ 
OUT  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facred  honour. 
%.W  by  orJ,r,  audin   behalf  1     ^^^  HANDCOCK,  Prej^d.ut, 

Attest,  Charles  Tk'^mpson,  Secretary, 

,  Article^ 
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Articles  of  Coiife deration  and  perpetual  Unien    het'ween  the  States   af 
New-Hampfhire,   MafTachufett's  Bay,    Rhode- Ifland,   Conneaiciit> 
New-York,    Penfylvania,     the  Counties    of  Newcaflle,     Kent,     and 
SufTex,    on  Delaware- River^.   Maryland,   Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South-Carolina,   Georgia. 

N.  B,  Thefe  articles  of  Confederation,  after  having  been  long  weigh*" 
ed  and  difcuffed,  line  by  line,  ia  the  Congrefs,  were  at  length  re- 
folved  upon  and  figned  by  all  the  Delegates,  the  4th  o£  October, 
1776,  at  Philadelphia,  fuch  as  they  arc  here  fet  forth  ;  and  in  con- 
fequence  were  immediately  fent  to  the  other  States  to  be  confirmed 
by  them.  ^ 

ARTICLE  I.  The  Thirteen  States  above  mentioned,  confederate 
themfeives  under  the  title  of  The  United  States  of  America, 

II.  They  contraft,  each  in  theh-  own  name,  by  the  prefent  confti- 
tution,  a  reciprocal  treaty  of  alliance  and  friendfhip  for  their  common 
defence,  for  the  maintenance  of  their  liberties,  and  for  their  general 
and  mutual  advantage  ;  obliging  themfeives  to  afiiil  each  othef  againft 
all  violence  that  may  threaten  all,  or  anyone  of  them,  and  to  repel  in 
common  all  the  attacks  that  may  be  levelled  againft  all  or  any  one  of 
them,  on  account  of  religion,  fovereignity,  commerce,  or  under  any 
other  pretext  whatfoever. 

III.  Each  State  referves  to  themfeives  alone  the  exclufive  right  of 
regulating  their  internal  government,  and  of  framing  laws  in  all  matters 
that  are  not  included  in  the  articles  of  the  prefent  Confederation,  and 
which  cannot  any  way  prejudice  the  fame. 

IV.  No  State  In  particular  (hall  either  fend  or  receive  embaflies, 
begin  any  negoclations,  contrail  any  engagements,  form  any  alliances, 
conclude  any  treaties  vvith  any  king,  prince,  or  power  whatfoever  with- 
out the  confent  of , the  United  States,  affembled  in  General  Congrefs. 

No  perfon,  Invefted  with  any  poll  whatever  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  them,  whether  he  has  appointments 
belonging  to  his  employment,  or  whether  it  be  a  commiflion  purely  con- 
fidential, fhall  be  allowed  to  accept  any  prefents,  gratuities,  emoluments, 
nor  any  offices  or  titles  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  kings,  princes, 
or  foreign  powers. 

And  the  General  AlTembly  of  the  united  States,  nor  any  State  in 
particular,  fliall  not  confer  any  title  of  nobility. 

V.  Two,  nor  feveral  of  the  fald' States,  fiiall  not  havis  power  to 
form  alliances  or  confederations,  nor  conclude  any  private  treaty  among 
themfeives,  without  the  confent  of  the  United  States  affembled  ia 
General  Congrefs,  and  v/Itliout  the  aim  and  duration  of  that  private 
convention  be  cxaclly  fpecilicd  In  the  confent. 

VI.  No  State  fjiall  lay  on  atiy  Impofls,  nor  edablidi  any  duties 
whatever,  the  efiecl  of  which  might  alter  direftly,  or  indlred^tly,  the 
cjaufes  of  the  treaties  to  be  concluded,  hereafter  by  the  AiTemblj^t 
the  United  States  with  any  kings,  princes,  or  power  whatfoever. 

VII.  There  {hall  not  be  kept  by  any  of  the  faid  States,  in  particu- 
lar, acy  vefTcls  or  ilripa  of  war  above  the   number  judged  necelfary  by 
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the  Aflembly  of  the  United  States,  for  the  defence  of  that  State  and 
,  its  commerce  ;  and  tliere  fhail  not  be  kept  on  fbot  in  time  cf  peace  by 
any  of  the  faid  States,  any  troops  above  the  number  determined  by  the 
Afiembly  of  the  United  Slates,  to  guard  the  ftrong  places  or  forts  ne- 
ceffar^^for  the  defence  of  that  State  ;  but  each  State  fnall  always  keep 
'  a  well-difcipllned  militia,  fufficiently  armed  and  equipped,  and  fliaJl  be 
careful  to  prbcure,  and  keep  in  conftant  readincfs,  in  the  public  maga- 
zines, a  fufficient  number  of  field  pieces  and  tents,  with  a  proper  quan- 
tity  of  ammunition  and  implements  of  war. 

VIII.  When  any  of  the  faid  States,  (hall  ralfe  troops  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  all  the  officers  of  the  rank  of  colonel  and  under,  fhall  be 
appointed  by  the  leglilative  body  cf  the  State  that  fhall  have  railedthe 
troops,  or  in  fuch  manner  as  that  State  fhall  have  judged  proper  to  rc- 

^gulate  the  nominations  ;   and  when  any  vacancy  happens  in  thefe  polls, 
they  fnaii  be  filled  up  by  the  faid  State. 

IX.  All  the  expences  of  vv^ar,  and  all  other  difburfements.  that  fhall 
be  made  for  the  common  defence  or  the  general  weal,  and  that  fliall  be 
ordered  by  the  AlTembly  of  the  United  States,  fiiall  be  paid  out  of  the 
funds  of  a  common  treafuiy. 

That  common  treafury  fhall  be  formed  by  the  contribution  of  each  of 
the  aforefaid  States,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
every  age,  fex,  or  quality,  except  the  Indians  exempt  from  taxes  in 
each  State  ;  and  in  order  to  fix  the  quota  of  the  contribution,  every 
three  years  the  inhabitants  fhall  be  numbered,  in  which  enumeration  the 
number  of  v/hite  people  fhall  be  diilinguiflied :  and  that  enumeration 
fhall  be  fent  to  the  Affembly  of  the  United  States. 

The  taxes  appropriated  to  pay  this  quota,  fliail  be  laid  and  levied  In 
the  extent  of  each  State  by  the  authority  and  orders  of  Its  leglflativc 
body,  within  the  time  fixed  by  the  Affembly  of  the  United  States. 

X.  Each  of  the  faid  States  fliall  fubmit  to  the  declfions  of  the  Af- 
fembly of  the  United  States,  in  all  matters  or  queflions  referved  to 
that  Affembly  by  the  prefent  acl  of  Confederation. 

XL  No  State  fhall  engage  in  war  without  the  confent  of  the  United 
States  affembled  in  Congrefs,  except  in  cafe  of  adual  invafion  of  fome 
enemy,  or  from  a  certain  knowledge  of  a  refolution  taken  by  fome  In- 
dian nation  to  attack  them,  and  In  that  cafe  only.  In  which  the  danger 
is  too  urgent  to  allow  them  time  to  confult  the  other  States. 

No  particular  State  fhall  give  any  commifTion  to  veffels,  or  other  fhlps 
of  war,  nor  any  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal,  till  after  a  declaration  of 
war  made  by  the  Affembly  of  the  United  States  ;  and  even  In  that  cafe 
they  fhall  be  granted  only  againfl  the  kingdom  or  the  power,  oragalnfl 
the  fubjetls  of  the  kingdom,  or  of  the  power  againfl  which  war  fliall 
have  been  fo  declared  ;.  and  fhall  conform,  refpe6Ting  thefe  obje£ls,  to 
the  regulations  made  by  the  mlTembly  of  the  United  States. 

XI.  In  order  to  watch  over  the  general  Interefl  of  the  United  States, 
and  direft  the  general  affairs,  there  fhall  be  nominated  every  year  ac- 
cording to  the  form  fettled  by  the  leg^'flatlve  body  of  each  State,  a 
certain  number  of  delegates,  who  fliall  iit  at  Philadelphia  until  the  Ge- 
Beral  Affembly  of  the  Anited  States  fliall  have  ordered  otherwife  ;  and 
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firft  Monday  in  November  of  each  year,   fliall  be  the  xra  fixed  for 
their  meeting. 

Each  of  the  above  mentioned  States  fliall  preferve  the  right  and 
power  to  recall,  at  anytime  whatever  of  the  year,  their  delegates,  or 
any  one  of  them,  and  to  fend  others  in  the  room  of  them  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  year  ;  and  each  of  the  faid  States  (hall  maintain  their  dele- 
gates during  the  time  of  the  General  Affembly,  and  alfo  during  the 
time  chey  fhall  be  members  of  the  uiouncil  of  State,  of  which  mentioa 
fhail  be  made  hereafter. 

XIII.  Each  State  (hall  have  a  vote  for  the  decifion  of  queflions  in 
the  General   Aflembly. 

XIV.  The  General  Affembly  of  the  United  States,  fliall  alone  and 
excluiively  have  the  right  and  power  to  decide  of  peace  and  war,  ex-. 
ctot  in  the  cafe  mentioned  in  article  XI. — to  eftablifh  rules  for  judging 
in  ail  cafes  the  legitimacy  of  the  prizes  taken  by  fea  or  land,  and  to  de- 
tenrine  the  manner  in  vvhich  the  prizes  taken  by  the  iea  or  land  forces, 
*n  »i',j  fervtce  of  the  United  States,  (hall  be  divided  or  employed  ; — to 
g'  i  .t  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal  in  time  of  peace  ; — to  appoint  tri- 
bun  ils  to  take  cognizance  of  piracies,  and  all  other  capital  crimes 
committed  on  the  high  leas'; — to  eilablifh  tribunals  to  receive  appeals, 
and  judge  finally  in  all  cafes  of  prizes  ; — to  fend  and  receive  ambafTa- 
du.s  ;— to  negociate  and  Conclude  treaties  and  allianctir. — to  decide 
all  differences  actually  fubfdling,  and  that  may  arife  hereafter 
^etwten  two  or  feveral  of  the  aforementioned  States,  jjbout  limits, 
jur-.iiftion,  or  any  other  caufe  whatfoever  ; — to  coin  money,  and 
f^>:  ts  vahie  and  ftandard  ; — to  lix  the  weights  and  meafures  througout 
the  whole  extent  of  the  United  States  : — to  regulate  commerce,  and 
tri^'X  of  all  affairs  with  the  Indians  who  are  not  members  of  any  of 
the  States; — to  eftablifh  and  regulate  the  pofts  from  one  State  to 
another,  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  United  States,  and  to  receive  oa 
the  ktt.n-s  and  packets  fent  by  poll,  the  neceflary  tax  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  that  eltablifhment  ; — to  appoint  the  general  officers  of  the 
land  forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  ;  to  give  commiflions  to 
the  other  officers  of  the  faid  troops,  who  fhall  have  been  appointed  by 
virtue  of  article  VIII  ; — to  appoint  all  officers  of  marine  in  the  fervice 
of  the  United  States  ; — to  frame  all  the  ordinances  neceffary  for  the 
government  and.difcipline  of  the  faid  land  and  fea  forces  ;  and  to  direct 

'  their  operations. 

The  General  Affembly  of  the  United  States  fhall  be  authorifed  to 
appoint  a  Council  of  State  aud  fuch  commitees  and  civil  officers  as 
they  fliall  judge  neceflary  for  guiding  and  difpatching  the  general 
affairs,  i.nder  their  authority,  whilft  they  remain  fitting  ;  and  after  their 
reparation,  under  the  authority  of  the  Council  of  State. — They  fhall 
ciijief.i  prclident  one  of  their  members,  and  for  fecretary  the  perfon 
whom  they  fhall  judge  fit  for  that  place  ;  and  they  may  adjourn  at  what 
time  in  the  year,  and  to  what  place  of  the  United  States  they  fhall 
think  proper. — They  (hall  have  the  right  and  power  to  determine  and 
fix  tae  fum  neceffary  to  be  raifed,  and  the  difburfments  neceffary  to  be 
made  :  to  borrow  money,  and  to  create  bills  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States — to  build  and  fit  out  fleets  ;— to  determine  the  number 
of  troops  to  be  raifed  or  kept  in  pay  ; — and  t©  require  of  each  of  the 
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aforeTaJd  States,  to  compofe  the  army  a  contlno-cnt  proportioned  to  the 

aT    Kin'^?/^^    ^^'   inhabitants Theie  rcqullitions  of  the  General 

Allembly  fhall  be  binding,  and  in  confequence  the  legiilative  body  of 
cacn  btate  fhaJl  nominate  the  particular  officers,  levy  the  men,  arm  and 
equip  them  properly  ;  and  thefe  officers  and  foldlers,  thus  armed  and 
equipped,  ftall  proceed  to  the  place,  and  within  the  time  fixed  by  the 
General  Affembly. 

n.  ^M  u^-^f^  General  AfTembly  from  fome  particular  circnmftances, 
mould  think  proper  to  exempt  one  orfeveral  of  the  States  from  ralfing 
troops,  or  demand  of  them  lefs  t'han  their  contingent .  and  rnouKl  on 
the  contrary  judge  it  convenient  that  one  or  feveral  others  fhould  raife 
more  than  their  contingent ;  the  number  extraordinary  demanded  fliall 
beraifed,  provided  with  officers  armed  and  equipped  In  the  (amc  man- 
ner as  the  contingent,  unlefs  the  leglHatlve  body  of  that,  or  of  thofe 
of  the  State  to  whom  the  requlfition  (hall  have  been  made,  fhould  deem 
It  dangerous  for  themfelves  to  be  drained  of  that  number  extraordinary, 
and  m  that  cafe,  they  (hall  furniih  no  more  than  what  they  think  coin- 
patible  with  their  fafety  ;  and  the  officers  and  foldlers  fo  raifed  and 
equipped,  faall  go  to  the  place  and  vvithin  the  time  fixed  by  the  General 
Afitmbly. 

The  General  AfTembly  fhall  never  engage  in  any  war,  nor  grant  letters 
of  marque  or  reprifal  In  time  of  peace,  nor  contrail  any  treaties  of  al- 
liance or  other  conventions,  except  to  make  peace,  nor  coin  money  or 
regulate  Its  value,  or  determine  or  fix  the  funis  necefTary  to  be  raifed,  or 
the  difburfments  neceffary  to  be  made  for  the  defence  or  advantage  of 
the  Uuited  States,  or  of  fome  of  them,  nor  create  bi"s,  nor  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  nor  difpofe  of  any  furns  of 
money,  nor  refolve  on  the  number  of  fhlpsof  war  to  be  built  ov  pur- 
chafed,  or  on  the  nnmber  of  troops  to  be  raifed  for  land  or  fea  fervlce, 
nor  appoint  a  commander  or  chief  of  the  land  or  fea  forces,  but  by  the 
ynited  confent  of  nine,  of  the  States  ;  and  no  quefllon  on  any  point 
whatfoever,  except  the  adjourning  from  one  day  to  another,  fhali  be  de- 
termined but  by  a  majority  of  the  United  States. 

No  delegate  fhall  be  chofen  for  more  than  three  years  out  of  fix. 
No  perfon  invefted  with    any  employment  whatever  in    the  extent  of 
the  United  States,  and  receiving,  by  virtue  of  that  employment,   either 
by  himfelf,    or  through  the  hands  of  any  other  for  him,  any  falaries, 
wages,  emoluments  whatever,  fhall  be  chofen  a  delegate. 

The  General  AfTembly  fhall  publlfh  every  month  a  journal  of  their 
feffions,  except  what  fhall  relate  to  treaties,  alliances,  or  military  oper- 
ations, when  it  fhall  appear  to  them  that  thefe  matters  ought  to  he  kept 
fecret.  The  opinions />;-<?  and  con  o^  the  delegates  of  each  State,  fliall 
be  entered  in  the  journals  as  often  as  any  one  of  the  delegates  of  each 
State,  on  their  demand  or  even  to  any  one  of  the  delegates  of  each  ftate, 
at  his  particular  requlfition,  a  copy,  of  the  journal,  except  the  parts 
abovem.entioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  legiflative  body  of  his  refpeclive 
State. 

XV.     The  Council  of  State  fliall  be  compofed  of  one  delegate  of  each 
©f  the  States,  nominated,  annually  by  other  delegates  of  his  refpee^Ivc 
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State  ;  and  the  cafe  where  the  eledlors  might  not  be  able  to  agree,  that 
delegate  (hall  be  nominated  by  the  General  afiembly. 

The  Couneil    of  State  (hall  be  authorifed  to  receive  and  open  all  the 
letters  addreiTed  to  the  United  States,    and  anfwer  them  ;     but  (hall  not 
coatrad  any  engagements   binding  to  the  United   States. — They  fhall 
correfpond  with  the  legifiativc  bodies  of    each  State,  and  with  all  per- 
fons  employed  under  the  authority  of  the  United   States,     or  of  fome 
of    the    particular  legid-itive    bodies. — They  fhall    addrcfs    thcmfelves 
to  thefe   legiflarive  bodies,   or   the  officers   to  whom    each   State   (haU 
have  truiled  the  executive  power,  for  aid  and  affiilance  of    every  kind, 
as  occafion  ihail   require. — -They  fnail  give  inilruilions  to  the  generals, 
land  direfh  the  military  operations  by  land  or  by  fea  ;  buKvithout  mak- 
ing any  alterations  in  the  objects  or  expeditions  determined  by  the  Ge- 
neral  -vffemoiy,    unlets  a  change  of  circumltances  intervening  and  com- 
ing to  their  knowledge  fiacc  the  breaking  up  of  the  AfTembly,  fhould 
render  a  change  of  meafures  indifpenfably  neceflary.        Then  fhall   be 
c^retalof  the    defence   and  preiervation    of  the  fartreffes    or  ,  fortified 
pjits. —  They  fhall  procure  information  of  the  fituaticn  and  defigns  of 
t  le  enemy. — The    fliall  put    in    execution    the  meafures  and  plans  that 
Ihall  have  been    refolved   by    the  General  AfTembly,    by  virtue  of    the 
powers  with  which  the  are  Invefled  by  the  prefent  confederation. — They 
fhall   draw  upon  the  treafurers  for  the  fums,     the  delHnation  of  which 
■T' .    have  been   fettled  by*  the  General  AfTembly,     and  for  the  payment 
of  the  contra6ls  which  they  may  have  made  by  virtue  of  the  powers  that 
»re  granted  to  them. — They  fhall  infpecl   and  reprove,    they  fliall    even 
la.pcad  all  oilicers  civil  or    militaay  ading  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. — In  the  cafe  of  death  or  fufpenfion  of  any  officer  whofc 
nj.nination    belongjs  to  the  General  AfTembly,  they  may- replace  him  by 
vviiat    perfm  they  think  proper   until  the   next  AfTembly. — They  may 
pubiiih   and"  difperfe   authentic    accounts  of  the  military  operations. — 
liiey  may  convene   the  General  Afllmblyfor   a  nearer  term  than  that 
to  vvhicii  they  had   adjourned    when    they  feparated,    if  any  important 
a.i  1    uncx ejected  event    'ho -Id  require   it  for  the  welfare  or  benefit  of 
the  United  States,    or  of  fome   of  them. ---They  Aiall  prepare  the  mat- 
ters that  are  to  be   fu'omitted  to  the  iufpeclion   of  the  General  AfTemb- 
biy,  and  lay  bef  >re  them  at  the    next  htting  all  the  letters  or  advices  by 
them  received,    and  fnall  render  an  exad  account  of  all  that  they  have 
in    the,  i  .terim.--- The    fnaii    take   for    their  fecretary  a  perfon    fit  for 
that   employment,    whp    before  he   enters   on   his  fundion  fhall  take  an 
o-nh   of    i'ecrecy  and  fidenty.---  I'he   prefenceof  feven  members  of  the 
Council    will    imp->wer  the  n  to    ad ---In   cafe   of  the   death  of  one  of 
their  members,    the  Council  fhall    give  notice  of  it  to  the  colleagues  of 
rhe  dcceafed,    that  they  may  chufe  one  of  themfelves  to   replace  him  in 
the   Council    until   the    holding  of  the    next    general  meeting  ;   and  in 
cafe  there  'hould  be  one  of    his  colleagues  living  the  fame  notice  fliall  be 
given  to  hi  n,  that  he  may  co  nt  and  take  his  feat  until  the  next  fitting. 

X7I.  In  cafe  that  Canada  liould  be  willing- to  accede  to  the  prefent 
confederation  and  come  into  all  the  meafures  of  the  United  States,  it  fhall 
be  a  i  a'tted  into  the  union,  and  parcipitate  in  all  its  benefits.  But  no 
other  colony  fhall  be'  admitted  \^thoat  the  coafeat  of  nine  of  tiie  States. 

The 


APPENDIX.  37 

The  above  articles  fliall  be  propofed  to  the  legiflative  bodies  of  all 
the  United  States,  to  be  examined  by  them  ;  and  if  they  approve  of 
them,  they  are  dehred  to  authorife  their  delegates  to  ratify  them  in  the 
General  Affembly  ;  after  which  all  the  articles  which  conlHtute  the  pre- 
fent  confederation,  faall  be  inviolably  obferved  by  all  and  every  of  the 
United  States,    and  the  union  (hall  be  eilablifhed  for  ever. 

There  (hall  not  bt  made  hereafter  any  alteration  in  thefe  articles,  nor 
in  any  of  them,  unlefs  that  the  alterations  be  previoufly  determined  in 
the  General  Aff-.mbly,  and  confirmed  aiterwards  by  the  legiflative 
bodies  of  each  of  the  United  States. 

Refobv'-ed  and  figned  at  Pliiladelpliia,  in  Con- 
greis,  the  4th  of  Odtober'   1776. 


'Treaty  of  Alliance^  Eventual  and  Defenf.ve,  hel'ween  his  Moft  Chrijliati 
Majefiy  Louis  the  Sixteenth^  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  an^d  the 
Thirteen  United  States  of  Amenca,  concluded  at  Paris,*  tth  ff  p^f^, 
ruary,  1778. 

The  Moil  Chriftian  King  and  theUnited  States  of  North  America, 
to  lu//,  Nevv-Hampfliire,  Maffachufett  s-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connefti- 
cut,  New-Jerfty,  Fenfylvania,  Delevvare,  Maryland,  Viroinia,  North- 
Carolina,  South  Carolinay  and  Georgia,  having  this  day  concluded  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  for  the  reciprocal  advantage  of  their 
fubiecls  and  citizens,  have  thought  it  neceffaryto  take  into  confidda- 
tion  the  means  of  ftrengthening  thofe  engagements,  and  of  renderino- 
them  ufeful  to  the  lai"Lt^>^  and  tranauility  of  the  two  parties  ;  particu- 
larly in  cafe  Great  Britain,  in  rffentment  of  that  connexion,  and  of 
the  goodcorrefpondence  which  is  tlie  objeft  of  the  faid  treaty,  fhould 
break  the  peace  with  France,  either  by  direct  hoililities,  or  by  hindering' 
her  commerce  and  navigation,  4n  a  manner  contrary  to  the  rights  of 
nations,  and  the  peace  fubiifting  between  the  two  crcwns.---And  his 
Majeily  and  the  faid  United  States  liaving  refolved  in  that  cafe  to  join 
their  councils  and  efforts  againlt  the  enterprizes  of  their  com^mon  enemy. 

The  refpettive  Plenipotentiaries,  impowcred  to  concert  the  claufes 
and  conditions  proper  to  fulfil  the  faid  intentions,  have,  after  the  moil 
mature  deliberation,  concluded  and  dctermiined  on  the  following  articles. 

APJTICLE  I.  If  war  fiiould  break  out  between  France  and  Great 
Britain,  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefcnt  war  between  the  United 
States  and  England,  his  Majeily  and  the  faid  United  States  fhail  make 
it  a  common  caufe,  and  aiJ  each  other  mutually  with  their  good  ofiices, 
their  councils,  and  their  f-rces,'  acee-rding  to  the  exigency  of  conjunc- 
tures, as  becomes  pood  and  faithful  allies. 

II.      The  tflential  and  dirett  end  of  the  prefent  defenfive  alliance  ia 
to  maintain  eiTeftualiy  the  liberty  fovereignity,    and  independence,  ab 
folute  and  unlimited   of  the  faid  United  States,    as  well  in    matters  oF 
g  wernment  as  of  commerce. 

II L     The  two  coiitrading  parties  fhall  each  on  its  own  part,  ana  It) 
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Mie  manner  it  may  judge  moft  proper,  make  all  the  efforts  in,  its  power 
againil  the  common  enemy,  in  order  to  attain  the  end  propofed. 

IV.  The  contrafting  parties  agree,  that  in  cafe  either  of  them 
fhould  form  a  particluar  enterprize  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
other  may  be  defired,  the  party  whofe  concurrence  is  defired,  fhall  readi- 
ly and  with  good  faith  join  to  a6l  in  concert  for  that  purpofe,  as  far  as 
circumftances  and  its  own  particular  fituation  will  permit  ;  and  in  that 
cafe,  they  fhall  regulate  by  a  particular  convention  the  quantity  and 
kind  of  fuccour  to  be  furnifhed,  and  the  time  and  manner  of  its  being 
brought  into  a£lion,  as  well  as  the  advantages  which  are  to  be  its  com- 
penfation. 

V.  If  the  United  States  fnould  think  fit  to  attempt  the  reduftioa 
of  the  BritiOi  power,  remaining  in  the  Noi'thern  parts  of  America 
or  the  iflands  of  Bermudas,  thofe  countries  or  iflands  in  cafe  of  fuccefs, 
fhall  be  confederated  with,  or  dependant  upon,  the  faid  United  States. 

VI.  The  moft  Chriftian  King  renounces  for  ever  the  polTefiion  of 
the  iflands  of  Bermudas,  as  well  as  of  any  part  of  the  continent  of 
America,  which  before  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763,  or  in  virtue  of  that 
treaty,  were  acknowledged  to  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
or  to  the  United  States,  heretofore  called  Britifh  olonies,  or  which 
are  at  this  time,  or  have  lately  been,  under  the  power  of  the  King  and 
crown  of  Great  Britain. 

VII.  If  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  fliall  think  proper  to  attack 
any  of  the  iflands  htuated  in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  or  near  that  Gulph 
v.'hich  are  at  prefent  under  the  power'  of  Great  Britain,  all  the  faid 
ifles,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  fliall  apertain  to  the  crown  of  France. 

VIII.  Neither  of  tlfe  two  parties  fhall  conclude  either  truce  or 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  without  the  formal  confent  of  the  other  firft 
obtained;  and  they  mutually  engage  not  to  lay  down  their  arms,  until 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  ftiall  have  been  formally  or  ta- 
citly affured  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  that  fhiall  terminate  the^war. 

_  IX.     The  contracting  parties  declare,   that,  being  refolved  to  fulfil, 

each  on  its  own  part,   the  claufes  and  conditions  of  the  prefent  treaty 

of  alliance,  accordirjG;  to  its  own  power  and  circumftances,    there  fhall 

be  no  after-claims  of  compenfation,  on  one  fide  or  the  other,  whatever 

'may  be  the  event  of  the  war. 

X.  The  Moft.Chriilian  King  and  United  States  agree,  to  invite 
or  admit  other  powers,  who  may  have  received  injuries  from  England, 
to  make  a  common  caufe  with  them,  and  to  accede  to  the  prefent 
alliance,  under  fuch  conditions  as  fnall  be  freely  agreed  to,     and  fettled 

.  between  all  the  parties. 

XI.  The  two  parties  guarantee  mutually  from  the  prefent  time,  and 
for  ever,  againft  all  other  powers,  to  wit — The  United  States  to  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  the  prefent  poffelTions  of  the  crown  of  France 
ju  America,  as  well  as  thofe  which  it  may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty 
of  peace  ;  and  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  guarantees  on  his  part  to  the 
United  States,  their  liberty,  fovereignity,  and  independence,  abfolute 
and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  commerce,  and  alfo 
their  poffefiionj,  and  the  additions  or  conquefts  that  their  confederation 
may  obtain  diiriuy;  the  war,  from  any  of  the  dominions  now  or  herento 

fore 
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fore  poffefTed  by  Great  Britain  in  North  America  ;  conformable  to  the 
fifth  and  fixth  articles  above  written,  the  whole  as  their  pofleflions  (hall 
be  fixed  and  affured  to  the  faid  States,  at  the  moment  the  ceffation 
of  their  prefent  war  with  England. 

XII.  In  order  lo  fix  more  precifelv  the  fenfe  and  application  of  the 
preceding  article,  the  contrafting  parties  declare,  that  in  cafe  of  a  rup- 
ture between  France  and  England,  the  reciprocal  guarantee  declared  in 
the  faid  article  fhall  have  its  full  force  and  effect  the  moment  fuch  war 
fliall  break  out  ;  avid  if  fuch  rupture  fliall  not  take  place,  themutual 
obligations  of  the  faid  guarantees  fhall  not  commence  until  the  moment 
of  the  cefTation  of  the  prefent  war  between  the  United  States  and 
England,   fliall  have  afcertained  their  pofiefiions. 

XIII.  The  prefent  treaty  fliall  be  ratified  on  both  fides,  and  the 
ratifications  fliall  be  exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or  fooner  if 
pofiible. 

In  faith  whereof  the  refpedlive  Plenipotentiaries,  to  wit,  on  thepart 
.  of  the  MollChriftian  King,  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  Royal  Syndic 
of  the  city  of  Strafhourg,  and  Secretary  of  his  Majefty's. Council 
of  State — And  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  Benjamm  Frank- 
lin, deputy  to  the  General  Congrefs,  from  the  State  of  Penfylva- 
nia,  and  Pi'efident  of  the  convention  of  the  faid  State  ;  Silas 
Deane,  heretofore  deputy  from  the  State  of  Conne<3:icu  ;  and 
Arthur  Lee,  Councellor  at  Law,  have  figned  the  above  articles 
both  in  the  French  and  Englifh  languages  ;  declaring  neverthelefss 
that  the  prefent  treaty  was  originally  compofed  and  concluded  in 
the  French  language,  and  have  hereunto  fixed  their  feals. 

Done  at  Paris ^  thejixth  Day  of  February,  one  ihoufandfeven  hundred  aud 
feventy-ei^ht. 

(L.S.)         C.  A.  Gerard, 
(L,S.)  B.  Franklin, 

(L.S.)  Silas  Deane, 

(L.S.)  Arthur  Lee. 


ILvidc'nce  as give7i  before  a  Conmi'ittee  of  the  Houfe  of  CovimoJiSi  on  thr 
enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Afiierican  War,  under  the  cvm7nand  of 
Lord  a  nd  General  Sir  William  Howe. 

Major- General  Lord  Cornwallis  was  the  firll  witnefs  called,  and,  as 
a  Peer,  was  allowed  to  fit  within  the  bar.  He  was  examined  by  Sir 
William  Howe,  Mr  De  Grey,  Mr  James  Luttrell,  Commlffioner  Eden, 
Mr  G.  Onflow,  and  others  ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  queflions  put 
to  him  relating  to  mere  matter  of  opinion,  his  Lordfhip  declined  an- 
fwering  them,  and  confined  himfelf  to  matters  of  fadl. 

The  liTue  of  a  very  long  examination  was  a  clear  and  honourable 
juftlficatlon  of  the  military  operations  of  the  army,  and  of  the  fleet  ; 
his  Lordilup  declared  that  he  knew  of  no  delay,  nor  of  any  opportunity 
lofl  te  brin^  the  enemy  to  action  ;    and  it  appeared  that  the  General's 

human  it  V 
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immanity  was  equal  to  his  wifdcir,  ;  he  wcuJd   net-  .flauohter  men  for 
the  fole  purpofe  of  deftroylng  them,  without  anfwering  any  f^nd. 

The  next  evidence  vas  Major-General  Grey,  who  Icriipled  not  to 
give  his  opinion  as  often  as  called  for  ;  arid  amcrg  ctl;tT  things  he  faid, 
in  order  to  fhew  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  could  not  advance  with 
that  rapidity  which  might  have  been  exptCitd  ijter  vidories,  that  the 
country  was  fo  full  of  woods,  convenient  for  ambufcades,  and  i'.fforded 
fo  many  advantageous  fituaticns  for  diiputing  the  pafi'age  of  an  arn,y 
that  the  Rebels  might  have  difputed  every  hundred  yards  of  ground. 

Sir  Andrew  Hammond  of  the  Navy,  being  next  called  by  Lord 
Howe,  who  found  himfelf  obliged  to  call  upon  this  C  fficer,  in  order  to 
oppofe  his  evidence  to  the  imputation  tiircwn  out  againii  Sir  \\  iHlara 
Howe  by  Lord  George  Germaine  in  a  former  debate,  for  havino-  failed 
to  Chefapcak-Bay,  when  he  might  have  landed  his  army  on  the  banks 
of  the  Dele  ware. 

Sir  Andrew,  in  the  courfe  of  his  examination,  afferted,  that  very  great 
danger  would  have  attended  a  landinsj  in  that  river,  as  well  from,  the 
rapidity  of  the  tides,  which  flow  three  miles  and  a  half  an  hour^  as  from 
the  force  of  the  enemy,  which  confilted  of  half  a  dozen  frigates  fta- 
tioned  at  different  places,  twelve  row  gailies  ar.d  between  25'  and  30  fire 
rafts.- — The  gailies  he  had  fought  two  days  fuccelTively  one  day  for  five 
hours,  the  other  fix.  From  thefe  difiicult'es  and  obftruftions,  and  from 
the  motions  of  Wafhington's  army  towards  Vvilniington,  he  thought 
the  expedition  to  the  head  of  the  Elk  very  expedient  and  very  prudent. 
— He,  however,  admitted  that  the  Comu:anders  in  Chief  muft  have 
been  acquainted  with  all  thefe  difficulties  befoi-e  they  failed  from  New- 
York  for  the  Delaware  ;  he  admitted  that  an  army  mi^ht  certainly 
have  landed  in  the  Delaware  ;  but  while  he  admitted  the  poflibilityof 
fuch  a  meafure,  he  denied  the  expediency  of  it. 

Sir  Andrew  being  afked  whether  Warnington  might  not  have  march- 
cdfrom  Wilmington,  to  oppofe  the  landing  at  the  head  of  tht  Elk.  as 
well  as  be  could  have  marched  to  the  Delaware  to  oppofe  it,  both  places 
beinp-  equally  diftant  from  Wilmington?  The  witnefs  replied,  that  he 
was  not  fuificiently  acquainted  with  the  march  of  armies,  to  be  able  to 
.  anfwer  that  queilicn 

To  fhew  the  ^reat.  inconvenience  of  landing  in  the  face  of  the  enemy 
at  Newcaftle,  Sir  Andrew,  in  anfwer  to  quefiions  put  by  Sir  William 
Kowe,  informed  the  Committee,  that  little  ufe  could  have  been  made 
of  the  line  of  battle  fhips,  as  it  was  generally  from  them  the  fhips  boats 
were  manned  to  land  the  army  :  there  were  75  boats  with  12  men  and 
an  ofncer  in  each,  in  all  975  employed  in  that  fervice  ;  and  no  more 
than  3,375  foldicrs  could  be  landed  at  one  trip  ;  he  admitted,  however, 
that  near  the  Elk  the  militia  of  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  each 
corps  between  four  and  five  hundred  flrong,  were  in  force  under  the 
command  of  a  Brigadier-general. 

The  next  evidence  was  Colonel  Montrofer,  who  a6^ed  as  chief  Engi- 
neer in  America  ;  he,  in  anfwer  to  queflicns  propofed,  obferved,  that 
the  lines  on  Long  Ifland  were  fo  very  ftrong,  that,  the  morning  they 
tvere  evacuated,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he  and  a  corporal  s  pay 
'ItaU  wf  fix  men  could  get  into  them  to  view  them.     They  were  fineU 
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defigned  ;  fo  were  all  the  works  he  faw  raifed  by  the  Rebels,  but  not 
judicioufly  executed.  The  works  could  not  be  taken  by  affault  or  florm  • 
they  called  for  regular  approaches.  It  would  be  a  forlorn  hope  to  com- 
mit naked  men  to'ftorm  redoubts,  without  fafcines,  fcaling  ladders,  &c. 
If  they  had  attempted,  and  got  pofTeflion  of  the  intermediate  part  of 
the  lines,  they  could  not  live  an  inftant  in  them,  fo  long  as  the  redoubts 
on  the  flanks  were  held  by  the  enemy.  They  extended  in  front  about 
two  thoufand  yards,  from  the  fwamp  on  the  left  to  the  water.  On  bein^ 
aflced,  if  the  23d  regiment  and  the  grenadiers  of  the  army  might  have 
penetrated  ?  he  faid  there  was  not  room  for  a  fingle  man  to  pafs  be- 
tween the  end  of  the  line  and  the  fwamp  ;  but  if  the  fwamp  had  not 
been  impaflable,  there  would  be  no  living  for  naked  troops  under  the 
fire  of  the  redoubt.  The  lines  were  evacuated  in  the  night  of  the  28th 
and  he  dlfcovered  it  at  four  o'clock  the  next  morning,  with  the  patrole 
already  mentioned.  He  faw  the  rear  embarking,  and  feveral  boats 
(four  or  five)  paffing  over  to  York-ifland.  The  bringing  up  fafcines, 
ladders,  8cc.  would  have  been  the  work  of  fome  hours  ;  and  if  they  were 
at  hand,  he  did  not  think  that  the  lines  could  be  taken  by  affault,  with- 
out the  hazarding  a  defeat,  or  at  lead  purchafing  a  viftory  very  dearly, 
and  by  a  great  lofs  of  lives — nor  in  any  manner  in  his  opinion,  bat  by 
regular   approaches. 

Relative  to  Wafhington's  pofition,  in  the  mountain  above  Quibble- 
ton,  he  did  not  think  it  advifable  to  force  its  camp.  He  thought  the 
rifli  and  danger  greatly  outweighed  the  probability  of  fuccefs. 

The  General  could  take  no  new  pofition,  to  draw  Wafhington  from 
his  camp,  without  manifell  hazard ;  the  expofing  of  New- York,  or 
of  being  cut  off  from  his  communications  both  with  that  city  and  the 
new-river. 

The  next  evidence  examined  was  Mr  Mackenize,  Secretary  to  S'r 
William  Howe,  relative  to  certain  letters  he  had  received  ;  the  one  was 
from  Gen.  Burgoyne  to  Sir  William,  acquainting  his  Excellency  of  his 
arrival  before  Ticonderago  ;  that  he  only  waited  for  fome  heavy  artil- 
lery, which  was  detained  by  contrary  winds,  and  prevented  veflels  to 
crofs  the  lakes  to  open  batteries  againft  that  fortrefs  ;  that  as  foon  as 
he  ftiould  be  mafter  of  it,  he  would  leave  engineers  behind  him,  to  put 
it  in  an  impregnable  ftate  :  that  he  had  been  joined  by  a  large  body  of 
Indians,  and  expefted  ftill  a  larger  ;  that  he  intended  to  advance  with 
all  poflible  expedition  to  Albany  ;  and  that  he  was  happy  to  inform ' 
his  Excellency,  that  the  enemy  did  not  feem  to  have  the  leaft  fufpicion 
of  any  further  objeA  of  his  expedition  than  the  reduftion  of  Ticon- 
derago.---This  letter  arrived  at  New  York  the  17th  of  July,  1777,  and 
was  anfwered^by  Sir  William  Howe  the  fame  day,  which  was  the  lad 
but  one  before  the  army  failed  from  New-York  ;  the  anfwer  was,  that 
he  had  heard  of  the  furrender  of  Ticonderago  ;  that  he  was  going  to 
the  fouthward  upon  an  expedition,  which  he  thought  would  be  a  diver- 
fion  in  favour  of  the  northern  army  ;  that  if  Wafhington  fliould  go  to 
the  north,  and  Gen.  Burgoyne  could  keep  him  at  bay  for  a  while,  he 
(Sir  William)  made  no  doubt  but  he  fhould  arrive  time  enough  to  hem 
Wafliine  ton  in  :  in  the  mean  time  he  had  given  inflrudions  to  Sir  Henry 

L  F  J  Clinton 
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Clinton  to  make  every  dlverfion  in  his  power  in  favour  of  the  northerflr 
army. 

Sir  George  Ofborne  was  next  examined  in  his  place  by  Sir  William 
Howe,  in  order  to  wipe  away  all  imputation  of  want  of  general fliip  in 
extending  too  far  his  cantonments  in  the  Jerfeys,  by  which  the  lofs  at 
Trenton  was  fuftained.  Sir  William  aficed  Sir  George,  if  he  remem- 
bered Colonel  Donop  to  have  faid  any  thing  relative  to  that  affair  :  he 
replied,  that  Colonel  Donop  had  faid,  that  if  Colonel  Rhal  had  obferv- 
ed  the  intlruftions  given  to  him  from  Sir  William  Howe,  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  for  the  enemy  to  force  his  brigade  before  he  (Colonel 
Donop)  (hould  have  brought  him  a  re-inforcement.  He  was  next  aflced 
what  orders  he  (Sir  George)  had  received  the  night  before  the  action 
at  German -town.  The  orders  were,  he  replied,  to  march  the  brigade 
of  guards  half  a  mile  in  front  of  the  line  of  infantry  ;  and  viath  thofe 
orders  intimation  had  been  given  him  that  he  would  find  himfelf  attacked 
at  break  of  day  by  the  enemy.  Sir  Richard  Sutton  aflced  how  far  the 
enemy  had  marched  in  order  to  attack  our  poft  at  German -town  ?  The 
anfwer  was — About  nine  or  ten  miles.  How  far  our  troops  had  march- 
ed in  order  to  fuitain  the  force  at  German-town  ?  Anfwer — About 
five  miles.  On  the  difference  in  the  length  of  the  marches,  and  the 
greater  or  lefTer  degree  of  fatigue  occafioned  by  them,  was  grounded 
the  following  queflion  put  by  Sir  Richard  :  were  the  enemy  better 
able  after  a  march  of  ten  miles  to  retreat,  than  our  troops  after  a  march 
of  five  to  purfue  ?  To  that  queilion  Sir  George  declined  giving  any 
anfwer. 

Governor  Johndon  af]<;ed  if  our  troops  at  German-town  had  been 
furprizcd.  Sir  George  could  anfwer  for  thofe  only  under  his  own  com- 
mand ; — and  he  flattered  himfelf  that  after  the  information  of  an  in- 
tended attack  at  day-break,  the  Committee  would  do  him  the  juftice  to 
fuppofe  that  he  had  not  been  furprized. — Was  any  part  of  the  army 
furprized  ?  I  cannot  tell. — Were  the  Heflians  to  the  left  furprized  ? 
I  do  not  know. — Was  their  Commander  Lieutenant-General  Knyphau- 
fen  apprifed  of  the  probability  of  our  attack;  I  do  not  know:  the  General 
certainly  did  not  communicate  to  him,  a  Lientenant-colonel  only,  the 
commands  given  to  general  Ofhcers.  Did  he  learn  from  converfation 
with  the  officers  after  the  aftion,  that  a  part  of  the  army  had  been  fur- 
prifed  ?  A  direA  anfv/er  was  not  given  ;  but  Sir  George  faid  that  he 
learned  from  the  converfation  of  the  officers,  that  they  were  v/cll  fatiu- 
fied  with  the  care  the  General  took  of  his  army. 


jEviJ£nce  on   the  Canada    Expedition,    under  ths   Command  of  General 

Burgoyne. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  Lord  and  Sir  William  Howe  being 
clofed.  General  Burgoyne  informed  the  Committee,  that  he  had  fum- 
moned  witneffes  to  be  ready  to  give  evidence  on  that  part  of  the  enquiry 
which  related  to  the  Canada  expedition  ;  he  then  defired  Sir  Guy 
Carlcton  might  be  called  in. 

Genera 
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General  Burgoyne  aflced  him  a  great  number  of  quefliions.  The 
moil  material  were.  If  he  had  difapproved  of  his  condudl  in  any  re- 
fpedl  whik  he  adled  under  his  command  ?  To  which  Sir  Guy  replied, 
*  I  never  had  any  reafon.'  He  then  aiked  him  about  the  quantity  and 
fpecies  of  artillery  proper  for  the  expedition  to  forc^  his  way  to  Albany  ; 
and  the  anfwers  proved  the  propriety  of  General  Burgoyne's  taking 
with  him  the  train  that  he  did  from  Ticondera^o. 

In  regard  to  General  Burgoyne's  ordeis  from  home,  being  aflced  if 
they  were  peremptory  for  him  to  force  his  way  to  Albany  at  all  events, 
he  did  not  chufe  to  anlvver,  being  matter  of  opinion. 
'  The  Earl  of  Belcarras,    commander  of  the  Britifli  light  infantry  un- 
der the  late  Brigadier-general  Frazer,  was  called  in. 

The  points  that  General  Burgoyne,  who  opened  the  examination, 
wiihed  to  eflablifli  by  Lord  Belcarras*  evidcace  were,  that  he  had  not  with 
his  army  move  artillery  than  was  deemed  necefiary  by  his  Staff-officers  ; 
that  he  had  not  croiTed  the  Hudfon's  river  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  his 
General  Officers  ;  that  the  rebel  army  was  brave,  numerous,  and  dif- 
ciplined  ;  and  that  he  had  not  furrendered  while  there  was  even  a  ffiadow 
of  a  poffibility  of  retreating  or  advancing. 

The  arm.y  was  perfetlly  fatisfied  with  their  General's  conduft  in  every 
aiStion,  and  in  every  inftance,  both  before  and  after  the  capitulation. 
Lord  Belcarras  faid,  that  when  Col.  Kingfton  returned  from  Gen.  Gates 
with  this  propofal — that  the  Britifh  troops  fhould  lay  down  their  arms 
in  their  trenches,  and  march  out  priioners  of  war,  Gen.  Burgoyne  re- 
jefted  the  propofal  with  diidain,  faying  he  would  not  put  his  name  to 
fo  difhonourale  a  treaty!  that  having  afterwards  penned  the  articles 
that  were  figned,  the  council  of  war  had  unanimoufly  affeutedto  them  ; 
that  after  terms  had  been  agreed  on  between  both  armies,  and  before 
the  treaty  was  figned,  Gen.  Burgoyne  had  communicated  to  the  conncil 
fome  intelligence  he  had  received  in  the  night  from  a  fpy,  and  aflced  if 
he  could  fufpend  the  treaty,  and  truil  to  events,  without  any  breach  of 
public  faith  ;  and  that  the  council  had  been  of  opinion  that  the  public 
faith  would  be  violated  by  fuch  a  proceeding. 

In  anfwer  to  fome  queftions  propofed  by  Colonel  Barre,  the  noble 
Lord  faid,  that  in  every  fituation  of  danger  and  difficulty  General  Bur- 
goyne poifefred  himfeif,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence,  the  refpeft,  the 
tileem  of  the  army.  He  bad  never  heard  one  officer  or  common 
foldier  complain  of  him  for  his  return  to  England,  but  he  had  heard 
the  whole  army  exprefs  a  wifli  that  he  fliould  be  the  man  to  inform  his 
Majelly  of  their  conduft,  and  point  out  in  the  clofet  the  men  who  had 
moil  particularly  diftinguiffied  themfelves  in  the  trying  expedition.  Al- 
though his  return  in  perfonal  d'fgrace,  and  without  the  ufual  diftribu- 
tion  of  preferment  to  the  principal  officers,  could  be  of  no  avail  to  them 
in  their  captivity,  yet  in  fo  /ar  as  he  had,  through  the  whole  expedition, 
fhared  fatigue,  dang;cr,  an-i  calamity  in  cominon  with  them,  they  looked 
upon  him  as  their  frieuf^^  and  they  would  have  received  him  with  the 
fincereil  pleafure. 

The  next  witncfs  examined  was  Captain  Money,  Depnty-adjutant- 
<reneral,  in  the  Canada  expedition.  He  was  Itill  Itronger  in  favour,  if 
poffible,   than  thenoble  Lord,   ailing  in  a  more  general  capacity,   and 
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fpoke  to  a  great  variety  of  moll  ftriking  and  important  fa6ls.  Among^ 
others,  he  ftatedthat  the  battle  of  the  7th  of  Odober,  in  which  General 
Frazer  was  killed,  if  not  the  lofs  of  the  whole  army,  was  owing  to  the 
flight  of  a  battalion  of  Brunfwickers,  who  ran  without  lofmg  a  fingle 
man  on  the  firft  charge,  and  would  never  afterwards  be  rallied,  but  lay 
upon  their  fire-arms,  in  aconfufedand  unformed  manner,  at  the  rear  of 
the  artillery.  A  number  of  novel  fadls  and  reafons  were  drawn  from 
this  gentlemen,  who  feemed  to  be  a  moft  able  and  intelligent  Officer. 

The  Earl  of  Harrington  (late  Vifcount  Peterfham)  was  called  in, 
and  examined  by  General  Burgoync.  His  evidence  tended  to  fhew  that 
after  the  battle  of  Hubberton  it  would  have  been  imprudent  to  have 
purfued  the  enemy  farther  than  they  had  been  purfued,  and  that  prudence 
fcarcely  jullified  the  General  in  purfuing  as  far  as  he  had  done  ;  that 
General  Burgoyne  had  endeavoured  by  every  means  in  his  power,  to 
reftraih  the  enormities  of  the  Indians  ;  that  he  permitted  them,  becaufe 
they  infifted'on  it,  to  fcalp  the  dead,  and  offered  them  rewards  for  bring- 
ing in  rebels  alive  ;  that  when  the  murder  of  Mifs  M*Creagh  had 
reached  his  ears,  the  General  went  to  the  Indian  camp,  infilled  that  the 
culprit  Ihould  be  delivered  up,  and  declared  that  he  Ihould  fuffer  death. 
Lord  Harrington  confeffed,  that  he  himfelf  was  one  of  thofe  Britilh 
Officers,  who  from  the  General's  determined  language,  were  afraid  he 
would  put  his  threats  i»ito  execution  :  which  policy  at  that  time,  he 
would  have  condemned  as  dangerous,  on  account  of  the  ravages  they 
might  commit  on  their  return  through  Canada.  His  Lordlhip  proved, 
that  when  Monf.  St.  Luc  informed  the  General  of  the  difcontent  that 
reigned  among  the  Indians  at  the  rellraint  under  whiclrthey  were  kept, 
tha  letter  had  faid,  that  he  had  rather  lofe  every  Indian  in  his,  army 
than  connive  at  their  enormities  ;  that  no  part  of  Indians  was  ever  N(uf- 
fered  to  go  out  without  having  ^n  officer  at  their  head,  who  Ihould  1)e 
refponfable  for  their  behaviour.  As  to  the  orders  the  General  had  re- 
ceived to  force  his  way  to  Albany,  his  Lordlhip  declared  it  to  have 
been  the  general  opinion  of  the  army,  exprelTed  in  their  converfations, 
that  a  paffage  was  at  all  events  to  be  made  to  Albany. 

His  Lordlhip  Ihewed  likewife,  as  far  as  his  opinion  went,  the  pro- 
priety of  paffing  the  Hudfon's  river,  and  of  feveral  military  manoeuvres 
upon  which  he  was  examined  ;  upon  the  whole,  his  Lordfhips  evidence 
went  greatly  to  exculpate  his  General. 

The  Major  of  the  24th  was  next  examined  ;  and  after  him  Captai*. 
Boomfield,  but  as  their  evidence  was  to  the  fame  purpofe  as  thofe  ex- 
amined before  them,  we  think  It  unneceflary  to  infert  them. 
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